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ADDRESS. 


Our  Seventh  Voyage  is:€Cftn{detdd  affef  a  pleasaut  passage  of 

twelve  months,  and  our  th3nkB:a|Q4u«^.tq-t}^e<:rew  and  consignees; 

J  z  "\  ••*  *  •  ••*  •• 
to  the  former  for  the  zealous'  ldisc&a>ge  '*6r*tlie  duties  they  volun- 
tarily undertook,  and  to  the  latter  for  the  means  of  delivering  the 
cargo  in  good  order.  With  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  another 
successful  cruise,  the  Old  Captain  intends  putting  to  sea  on  New 
Year*s  Day,  with  an  addition  to  his  former  crew. 
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THE  ORIGIN  AND  PROGRESS  OF  THE  LEVIATHAN. 

As  A  commencemeiit  to  the  Seventh  Volume  of  this  periodical  we 
could  scarcely  find  a  more  interesting  subject  than  the  origin  and 
progress  of  this  *'  wonder  of  the  world."  The  first  announcement  of 
building  this  monster  ship  caused  such  a  sensation  amongst  the  ship- 
builders and  engineers  as  was  nerer  before  experienced  by  those 
talented  men,  and  was  deemed  by  the  public  as  a  chimera  which 
would  never  be  realized.  Howeyer,  in  due  course  the  work  com- 
menced^  and  the  gradual  increase  of  the  enormous  bulk  was  anxi- 
ously watched  by  all  persons  travelling  on  Old  Father  Thames,  and 
various  were  the  opinions  formed  respecting  its  success,  if  ever  com- 
pletedf  which  hundreds,  nay,  we  might  say  thousands,  doubted. 
The  Eastern  Steam  Navigation  Company  for  whom  this  ship  has 
been  built  have,  by  the  aid  the  talent  engaged  on  her,  completed 
thmr  undertaking  in  about  two  years  and  a  half, — the  work  was  com- 
menced on  the  1st  of  May,  1854. 

Before  we  give  a  description  of  the  vessel  we  shall  briefly  allude 
to  her  originatcf^  who  have  gained  a  fame  which  will  be  handed 
down  to  posterity  as  men  unequalled  in  science  in  ancient  or  modem 
times.     Mr.  I.  K.  Brunei,  who  is  associated  with  Mr.  Scott  Russell, 
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was  for  some  time  considered  the  desi<?ner ;  but  the  folh»wing  state- 
ment sets  the  matter  at  rest,  and  does  justice  to  all  parties  : — 

Mr.  Scott  Rnssel!  Rays, — *'  My  ahire  of  the  merit  and  reaponsibility  is  that 
of  builder  of  the  ship  for  the  Eas»ttTn  Steam  Navigation  Company.  I  de- 
signed her  lines  and  constructed  the  iron  hull  of  the  ship,  and  am  responsi- 
ble for  her  merits  or  defects  as  a  piece  of  naval  architecture.  I  am  equally 
responsible  for  the  paddle-wheel  engines  of  1,000  horse-power,  by  which  she 
is  to  be  propelled.  But  Messrs.  James  Watt  and  Co.,  the  eminent  eugineera 
of  Soho,  have  the  entire  merit  of  the  design  and  coustruction  of  the  engines 
of  1,500  horse-power  which  are  to  propel  the  screw.  It  is  to  the  Company's 
engin<'cr,  Mr.  I.  K.  Brunei,  that  the  original  conception  is  due  of  building  a 
steflm-ship  large  enough  to  carry  coals  sufficient  "for  full  steaming  on  the 
longest  voyage/' 

Mr.  Scott  Russell's  yard  at  the  Isle  of  Dogs,  was  selected  as  a 
proper  site  for  the  purpose  of  building  the  vessel,  and  every  pre- 
caution to  support  the  immense  weight  was  adopted.  During  the 
building  the  vessel  stood  upon,  1,500  piles  of  timber,  placed  ten  feet 
apart,  and  four  feet  high.  The  entire  fabric  was  built  from  below 
upwards,  by  adding  plate  to  plate,  the  various  parts  being  attached 
together  by  rivets  oite  inch  in  diameter,  and  the  plates  being  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  in  thiclcrress,  except  at  the  bottom,  where  they  are 
a  full  inch.  Up  to  the  water-mark  the  hull  is  constructed  with  an 
inner  and  outer  skin,  two  fe^t  ten  inches  apart,  each  of  three-quarter 
inch  plate,  and  between  these,  at  intervals  of  six  feet,  run  horizontal 
webs  of  iron  plates,  which  tnaterially  increase  the  power  of  resistance 
both  of  the  inner  and  outer  skin. 

The  floor  of  the  ship  is  perfectly  flat,  the  keel  being  turned  inwards, 
and  riveted  to  the  ship's  inner  skin.  The  bow  and  stem  have  addi- 
tiondil  strength  imparted  to  them  by  strong  iron  bulkheads  at  those 
parts.  Every  distinct  plate  employed  in  the  construction  of  the  hull 
was  moulded  beforehand  to  the  exact  shape  l^uired  by  the  situation 
it  was  to  occupy.  About  10,000  tons  of  iron  plates  were  used  in 
the  con^ruction  of  the  hull,  and  as  each  plate  weighed  a  third  of  a 
ton,  and  was  secured  by  100  rivets,  there  have  been  about  30,000 
plates  and  3,000,000  rivets  employed  in  its  construction. 

The  hull  of  the  vessel  is  composed  entirely  of  iron,  and  is  680  feet 
in  length,  83  feet  in  breadth,  and  58  feet  in  height  from  keel  to  deck. 
It  is  divided  transversely  into  10  separate  compartments  of  60  feet 
each,  rendered  perfectly  water-tight  by  bulkheads,  having  no  aper- 
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tnre  wbateyer  lowep:  than  the  second  decl^,  whjjst  two  Jongitjudip^ 
va)ls  of  koQ,  36  feet  apart^  traverse  35Q  feet  of  her  Jengtl^. 

The  deck  of  this  monster  is  on  the  cellular  p^ipcij^le,  and  is  formed 
qf  tiro  half-inch  plates  at  thfB  ^tstom,  and  tw^o  h^ lf-ii^c];L  platen  at  jth^ 
top,  between  which  ai^e  webs,  .that  run  the  whole  Iei;igth  of  the  $^ip. 
The  deck  is  692  feet  in  lengl;^,  or  p^ore  tlxaui  as  long  agajui  as  the 
steam-ships  (jre^t  Britain  or  Himalaya;  it  is  nearly  t];i^  times  as 
long  as  that  of  the  line-of-battle  ship,  the  Duke  g^f  W^llingt<;i^. 

The  steam  power  will  consist  of  paddle  and  screw  combined*  and 
it  is  expected  her  speed  will  average  about  18  miles  per  hour  in  any 
weather.  The  engines  are  the  latest  ever  made  fpr  jna,riiie  purposes. 
Th^re  irill  be  ten  boilers  and  five  funnels,  a,nd  each  boiler  can  be 
used  separately  if  required.  Each  paddle  boiler  has  ten  (\irnaces, 
and.esich  screw  boiler  twelve,  numbfer  altogether  112  furnaces.  The 
funnels  are  about  100  feet  ip  height,  measuring  &o^l  the  floor  of  the 
boileEB.  In  addition  to  the  steam  power  she  is  to  be  fitted  with  six 
masts,  of  hollow  wrought  ii[pn,  except  the  aftermost  one,  on  which 
24  fe^  above  the  deck  the  cqmpasses  will  be  placed. 

The  paddle  engines  consist  pf  four  oscillating  cylinders  of  74  inches 
diameter,  and  of  14  feet  stroke,  Working  in  a  solid  frame,  attached  to 
theframe  of  the  ship.  The  combined  paddle  engines  will  work  up 
to  an  indicator  power  of  3,000  boises  of  33,000lb.  when  working  1 1 
strokes  per  minute,  with  steam  in  the  bofler  at  15]b.  upon  the  inch, 
and  the  expansion  valves  cutting  off  at  pne-third  of  the  stroke.  The 
engines  stand  nearly  40  feet  high,  ^d  were  constructed  by  Messrs. 
Scott  Jlussell  and  Co.  In  casting,  each  of  the  enormous  cylinders  33 
tons  of  metal  were  poured  into  the  moulds,  but  when  finished  off 
each  cylinder  weighs  about  28  tons,  or,  62,7201bs.  The  great  bell 
ef  St.  Pwl's,  it  may  be  observed,  which  }&  nine  feet  in  diameter, 
weighs  between  1 1,000  and  1 2,00pibs.  The  diameter  of  the  paddle- 
wheels  is  58  feet.  The  weight  of  the  centre  boss  is  about  16  tons, 
and  the  weight  of  each  wheel  complete  is  90  tons.  The  paddle- 
boxes  apd  sponson  beams  weigh  350,  tons.  The  screw  engines  con- 
sist of  four  cylinders  of  84  inches  diameter  and  four  feet  stroke, 
working  horizontally,  and  are  the  largest  ever  constructed  for  marine 
purposes.  They  work  yp  to  an  indicator  power  of  4,500  horses  of 
33,O0Olbs.  when  working  at  55  strokes  a  minuto  with  steam  in  the 
boilers  at  151bs.,  and  the  expansion  valve  cutting  off  at  one-third  of 
the  stroke.     They  are,  however,  made  to  work  smoothly  either  at  40 
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to  frightful  extent  with  persons  of  every  grade  in  society.  The  Dept- 
ford  bank  swarnied  with  visitors.  Most  of  the  houses  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  yard  were  surmounted  with  scaffolding,  but  ajqparently  the  spec- 
ulators did  not  reap  that  golden  harvest  which  they  anticipated,  for 
their  constructions  were  slightly  tenanted,  and  by  what  took  place  on 
asubsequent  occasion  it  was  fortunate  they  weore,  for  it  is  seldom  the 
builders  of  these  scaffolds  for  sightseeing  study  stability. 

During  the  whole  of  the  preceding  night  the  workmen  were  re- 
tained in  the  yard  removing  the  struts  and  shores  which  supported 
her  on  the  side  towards  the  river,  and  before  morning  the  last  beam 
had  been  entirely  taken  away.  Then,  for  the  font  time,  the  whole 
length  of  the  vessel,  from  stem  to  stem,  was  visible  without  the 
slightest  break.  The  gpncefiil  sweep  of  hex  lines,  the  clear  sharp  run 
of  the  bows  and  sweep  of  the  stem  could  be  appreciated  at  a  glance. 
The  last  supports  were  not  removed  until  every  precaution  had  been 
taken  to  ascertain  tiiat  she  was  securely  stayed  by  her  check  tackle* 
and  that  tiiere  was  no  fear  of  her  suddenly  gliding  down  tiie  ways 
and  launching  herself. 

The  launch  was  fixed  to  commence  at  11  o'clock,  but  things  were 
not  arranged  for  the  moving  of  the  vessel  when  that  hour  arrived. 
Gangs  of  men  were  employed  in  removing  all  useless  lumber,  greas- 
ing the  ways,  and  receiving  final  instmctions  respecting  the  signals. 
Mr.  Brunei,  placed  himself  in  a  situation  high  up  in  a  rostrum  fixed 
on  the  inner  side  of  tiie  vessel,  commanding  a  view  of  the  operations. 
On  this  spot  he  was  in  a  line  with  tiie  conspicuous  marks  which  had 
been  erected  on  each  side  of  the  ship,  and  facing  him  on  Mr.  Penn's 
factory  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Ftom  tiiis  point  he  was  to  re- 
gulate the  advance  of  stem  and  stem  by  signals,  which  were  commu* 
nicated  to  the  gangs  of  workmen,  both  to  pull  her  off  and  hold  her 
back  by  means  of  flags — a  white  flag  being  tiie  signal  to  haul  toge- 
tiier,  and  a  red  one  to  cease  on  all  points. 

It  was  nearly  half-past  twelve  o'clock,  when  the  directors  and 
otiier  officials  ascended  the  platform  erected  at  the  bows  of  the  ves- 
sel, and  the  christening  bottie  having  been  suspended.  Miss  Hope,  a 
daughter  of  tiie  chairman  of  tiie  Eastem  Steam  liRivigation  Company, 
dashed  the  wine  against  the  bows  of  tiie  vessel,  and  bade  '<  The 
Leviathan  "  (rod  speed,  amid  the  cheers  of  tiiousands.  The  altera- 
tion of  tiie  name  by  which  she  had  been  fiuniliar  to  tiie  public  created 
some  surprise ;  but  it  must  be  admitted  her  present  name  is  tiie  ' 
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most  appropriate.  In  a  few  moments  afterwards  word  was  passed 
to  commence  the  launch.  The  lighters  slowly  but  steadily  began  to 
haul  taught  the  river  tackle^  which  was  thought  would  be  sufficient 
to  bring  the  vessel  gently  down.  It  appeared,  however,  to  have  no 
effect  beyond  once  or  twice  producing  in  the  vessel  itself  a  suHen 
rumbling  noise  like  distant  thunder  as  the  great  strain  told  upon  her 
hull.  It  remained  thus  for  about  10  minutes.  Expectation  was 
wound  up  to  the  highest  pitch,  when  the  peculiar  hissing  n<nse  of  the 
hydraulic  rams  at  work  to  push  her  off  was  heard. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  remark  that  the  drums  were  constructed  so 
as  to  be  turned  by  ordinary  windlasses,  in  order  to  wind  up  the  slack 
diain  between  the  drums  and  the  cradles,  otherwise  if  any  slack  was 
left  when  the  hydraulic  rams  started  the  vessel  it  would  run  too  rapidly 
out  When  the  rams  began  to  work  the  order  was  distinctly  given  to 
'*  wind  up.'*  This  order  was  obeyed  at  the  forward  drum,  but  un«> 
fortunately,  at  the  after  drum  the  men  did  precisely  the  reverse,  and 
uncoiled  more  slack.  Suddenly  there  rose  a  cry  of  *'She  moves!  she 
moves !  ** — the  fore  part  of  the  vessel  slipped,  and  the  stem  rushed 
down  three  or  four  feet  to  the  extent  of  the  slack,-^in  an  instant  the 
strain  came  upon  the  drum,  whirling  it  rapidly  round,  the  windlass 
turning  10  or  15  times  for  every  foot  the  drum  moved.  The  men 
tried  to  hold  it,  but  the  heavy  iron  handle  flew  round  like  lightning, 
striking  and  hurling  five  or  six  of  the  poor  men  high  into  the  air  as 
if  they  had  been  blown  up  by  a  powerfiil  explosicm*  A  panic  seized 
die  men  at  the  tackle  and  fall  of  the  lever  next  the  windlass  and  they 
rushed  away.  Fortunately,  the  men  at  the  lever  at  the  other  side 
of  the  drum  stood  firm,  and  hauling  on  their  tackle  drew  their  lever 
up  and  applied  the  break  on  the  drum  with  such  terrific  force  that 
the  ship  instantly  stopped,  though  she  seemed  to  quiver  under  the 
sudden  check : — ^the  check  tackle  and  massive  pile  of  timber  which 
restrained  the  drams  strained  audibly*  The  whole  of  this  occupied 
about  three  seconds.  The  wounded  men  were  removed  to  the  hos- 
pital, and  on  examination  they  were  found  to  be  so  seriously  injured 
that  two  of  them  have  died  since* 

An  examination  of  the  place  where  the  accident  occurred  showed 
that  the  cogs  of  the  wheels  of  the  windlass  were  broken,  and  appeared 
so  injured  that  they  were  useless.  The  damage  was  not  of  much 
importance,  the  rest  of  the  apparatus  of  the  drum  and  framework 
was  as  firm  as  ever.     The  vessel  it  was  found  had  slipped  down  the 
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wajB  about  3  td&t  forward  and  4  feet  3  inches  aft.*  The  stem  had 
progressed,  of  coarse,  about  6  feet  towards  the  river. 

About  two  o'clock  the  men  were  all  again  at  their  posts,  and  the 
signal  was  given  to  recommence.  This  time  every  precaution  was 
taken  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  slack  in  the  chain.  The  lighters 
began  hauling,  but  without  stirring  the  ponderous  ship.  The  tide 
was  within  a  few  feet  of  its  highest,  and  it  became  evident  to  all  con- 
cerned that  no  time  was  to  be  lost.  Again  from  out  of  the  dense 
mass  of  timber  of  the  cradles  came  the  little  hissing  noise  at  r^ular 
intervals,  which  told  that  the  enormous  pressure  of  the  hydraulic  rams 
was  found  requisite  to  start  her;  still  in  spite  of  all  she  never 
moved  or  showed  the  slightest  symptom  of  being  at  all  affected  by 
the  terrific  pressure  which  was  applied  to  her.  After  the  pressure 
with  the  rams  had  been  continued  some  time  a  rather  loud  crash  was 
heard  among  the  timbers  of  the  foremost  cradle,  and  some  men  ran 
from  it.  What  it  really  was  did  not  transpire,  but  it  was  nothing  of 
importance.  The  stationary  engine  which  was  put  to  haul  upon  the 
chains  at  the  bows  at  last  gave  way  and  snapped  in  two;  at  the  same 
time  a  pin  in  the  piston  rod  of  the  foremost  hydraulic  ram  also  gave 
way,  and  these  two  accidents  were  irreparable.  The  signal  was  made 
to  cease  hauling,  and  in  a  minute  or  so  afterwards  the  works  were 
suspended  for  tiie  day. 

Nov.  IWh. — ^This  day  a  second  attempt  was  made  to  nK)ve  tiiis 
vessel,  although  not  with  the  least  supposition  of  launching  her ;  but 
merely  to  move  her  in  a  more  favorable  position  then  she  was  left  in. 
Every  secrecy  was  observed,  and  the  men  and  officials  only  were  pre- 
sent, except  some  twenty  engineers  and  shipbuilders.  The  various 
auxiliaries  having  been  carefully  inspected,  Mr.  Brunei  gave  the  sig- 
nal about  1  p.m.  to  those  working  the  hydraulic  rams  at  the  foremost 
cradle  to  commence  pumping, — ^this  was  done  for  placing  the  vessel 
more  level  on  the  ways.  The  men  worked  well  but  slowly,  and 
the  pressure  becoming  great,  after  a  few  minutes  loud  reports  of 
crashing  timbers  were  heard,  and  it  was  supposed  the  noble  ship  was 
yielding.  The  pressure  however  was  continued-^increasing  with 
^ery  stroke  of  the  levers,  and  the  massive  beams,  cross-beams,  and 
supports  groaned,  quivered,  and  bent,  yet  not  one  inch  would  the 
foremost  cradle  move.  At  last  the  supports  of  tiie  ram  gave  way, 
and  although  assisted  by  the  tackle  from  the  river  one  of  the  centre 
piles  broke,  the  others  showing  symptoms  of  following.     One  of  the 
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mooring  chaiiis,  securing  the  double  aheayes  which  hauled  upon  the 
stem  of  the  vessel  also  broke  somewhere  in  the  river,  so  that  even  had 
it  been  capable  of  immediate  repair,  the  latter  accident  alone  was 
sufficient  to  put  a  stop  to  all  fiirdier  proceeilings. 

Nov.  28tt. — ^The  operations  commenced  about  a  quarter  past  one, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Brunei,  the  engineer,  and  detain  Harri- 
son, the  commander  of  the  vessel.  The  first  efiforts  were  directed  to 
get  the  head  of  the  ship  in  a  line  with  the  stem. 

The  first  attempt  to  launch  was  marked  with  such  a  severe  and 
fioaiful  accident,  and  the  second  effort  resulted  in  such  a  shattering 
of  the  massive  timbers,  that  in  spite  of  the  precautions  taken  the 
greatest  fears  were  entertained  that  her  first  move  would  be  attended 
bj  some  terrific  scene.  A  few  moments  of  fearful  suspense  ensued, 
when  the  hydraulic  rams  were  first  applied;  but  in  less  than  a  minute 
she  began  gradually  to  slide  down,  and  in  half  an  hour  the  stem 
had  moved  about  two  feet.  The  more  difficult  task  then  commenced, 
and  the  strengthened  buttresses  for  the  hydraulic  rams  proved  fully 
equal  to  the  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  them.  The  ship  almost 
immediately  obeyed  the  immense  power  and  b^gan  to  move  gently 
about  an  inch  a  minute.  At  half-past  four  when  the  operations 
ceased  she  had  moved  bodily  13  feet  The  only  mishap  this  day  was 
the  snapping  of  two  of  the  chain  cable. 

Nov.  29^. — ^Although  this  was  Sunday  the  proceedings  were  com- 
menced at  eight  o'clock,  the  broken  cables  having  been  mended  as 
£ir  as  practicable  during  the  night  The  hydraulic  rams  and  chain 
tackle  were  applied  with  all  the  force  they  possessed  but  without 
the  least  moving  her.  She  had  settled  considerably  during  the  night 
by  the  oompreibsion  of  the  timber  of  the  launching  ways,  and  the 
chains  attached  to  the  midships  of  the  ship  were  hove  on  until 
they  parted, — the  fore  and  aft  tackle  were  also  exerted  to  their  utter- 
most, still  she  would  not  yield  one  inch;  but  the  ponderous  mooring 
stone,  which  weighed  about  13  tons,  was  uprooted  fix>m  its  bed  in 
the  river. 

Mr.  Brunei,  then  sent  to  the  neighbouring  shipyards  for  all  the 
screw-jacks  and  other  apparatus  that  could  be  spared.  Dine  jacks, 
capable  of  exerting  a  strain  of  10  tons  each,  were  placed  at  this 
fore  cradle,  and  hydraulic  power  of  80  tons  at  the  stem.  To  this 
inunense  power  she  yielded,  and  in  the  first  twenty  minutes  after 
she  moved  1  foot  11  inches,  and  she  continued  gently  to  descend  un- 
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till  dark,  whea  the  men  left  off.  Her  progreBs  this  day  was  8  feet  4 
indiee  fore  and  aft ;  making  a  total  in  the  two  days  of  23  feet  4  in- 
ches forward,  and  21  feet  4  inches  aft. 

Nov.  30^A. — ^The  vessel  this  day  yielded  to  the  first  pressure,  and 
moTed  the  first  few  hours,  about  one  inch  per  minute.  About  1 1 
e*cloek  the  screw-jacks  were  applied  with  greater  force,  and  she  con* 
tinned  to  slip  easily  one  inch  per  50  seconds  until  one  o'clock,  when 
the  men  went  to  their  dinner.  Up  to  this  time  she  had  made  1 3  feet 
11  inches  aft,  and  10  feet  11  inches  forward.  This  difference  w«is 
unfortunate,  and  great  difficulty  to  move  her,  as  on  a  former  occasion, 
was  naturally  expected. 

When  the  men  again  began  work,  all  the  force  of  the  hydraulic 
nuns,  screw-yacks,  &c  was  applied  to  the  bow  cradle,  to  place  her  in 
a  straight  position.  For  some  time  she  would  not  move,  but  sud* 
denly  slipped  five  inches  forward  and  nine  inches  aft,  with  a  terrific 
grating  and  vibration  of  the  cradles.  A  momentary  panic  seized  the 
workmen,  but  the  rams  and  jacks  having  been  lengthened  they  re- 
sumed their  work.  But  on  the  rams  being  applied  she  seemed  to 
be  as  immovable  as  a  rock.  The  1 0-inch  ram  was  lengthened  out 
so  as  to  be  effective  on  the  ship  by  a  massive  beam  of  wood  17  in** 
ehes  square,  capable  of  resisting  a  pressure  of  300  tons ;  however, 
the  strain  was  so  violent  that  it  arched  like  a  bow,  and  sprang  into 
the  air  in  two  pieces,  throwing  the  splinters  in  all  directions.  No 
one  was  hurt,  so  the  men  soon  placed  another  and  the  rams  set  to 
work  once  more  :  this  was  scarcely  effected  when  the  last  of  the  river 
purchases,  the  chains  of  which  were  attached  to  the  bows,  britke; 
thus  leaving  the  whole  strain  upon  the  rams  and  jacks,  which  were 
worked  with  redoubled  vigour,  when  with  a  terrific  e:q>losion  ihe  solid 
iron  cylinder  of  the  ram  split  from  top  to  bottom. 

Ike.  3rd.— *Since  the  last  attempt  the  workmen  have  been  busily 
engaged  in  fixing  fresh  hydraulic  rams,  and  in  attaching  firesh  chains 
to  Trotman's  anchors  sunk  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  placing  beams 
under  the  ways,  and  repairing  the  damage  done  to  the  materUi  on 
former  attempts.  At  2  p.m.  the  operations  commenced  and  within 
half  an  hour  she  had  moved  6  feet  7  inches.  She  steadily  pn^ressed 
until  about  half-past  four  when  it  was  found  she  had  moved  14  feet 
9  inches  forward  and  12  feet  7  inches  aft.  Everything  this  day  went 
well,  and  all  persons  engaged  on  her  were  in  high  glee. 

During  the  day  an  accident  occurred  by  the  &11  of  a  scaffold  built 


THE   LEVIATHAN.  13 

by  some  apecalatory  outside  the  yard,  on  which  about  200  people  had 
assembled.  The  screams  were  awful,  several  persons  were  remoTed 
to  the  hospital. 

Ike.  4^— The  proceedings  this  day  were  very  satisfactory,  and 
by  1  p.m.  she  had  moved  19  feet  nearer  to  the  water's  edge.  Soon 
after  this  hour  a  slight  delay  took  place,  owing  to  the  breaking  of  one 
of  the  bow  chains,  but  it  was  soon  arranged,  and  the  operations  were 
continued  till  dark,  at  which  time  she  had  moved  upwards  of  28  feet; 
and  indeed,  the  afternoon's  tide  placed  about  four  feet  of  water  under 
her  keel«  and  so  lightened  the  ways  of  1,500  tons  of  her  dead  weight; 
but  apparently  this  made  not  the  least  difference  in  her  rate  of  pro* 
gress. 

Dec>  bth, — About  eleven  o'clock  the  Princess  Royal  visited  the 
yard,  for  the  purpose  rf  viewing  the  vessel.  Unfortunately  the  gang- 
ways were  so  blocked  up  by  the  materials  used  in  launching,  that  the 
royal  party  could  not  get  on  board,  so  the  visit  was  confined  to  the 
inspection  of  the  exterior  of  the  monster,  and  the  apparatus  used  to 
bunch  her.     One  foot  only  waa  gained  this  day. 

FcNT  the  next  four  days  very  little  progress  was  made,  the  time 
bemg  principally  occupied  in  moving  the  rams  close  to  the  ship, 
strengdiening  the  hauling  tackle,  and  preparing  for  a  grand  struggle. 

Ike  lOth. — ^The  work  of  launching  commenced  by  the  powerfiil 
rams  being  applied  with  the  greatest  pressure,  but  only  gained  1  foot 
1  inch  forward,  and  1  foot  2  inches  aft,  and  all  efforts  to  move  her 
further  were  frustrated  by  the  mooring  tackle  which  hauls  the  stem 
towards  the  river  giving  away,  and  the  anchor  "  coming  home."  It 
was  therefore  necessary  to  knock  off  launching  for  a  few  days. 

The  cause  of  anchor  yielding  was  it  appears  in  consequence  of  the 
bad  holding  nature  of  the  ground,  which  is  of  such  dense  concrete 
that  a  pickaxe  will  scarcely  enter.  Therefore  Trotman's  powerful 
anchor  had  only  sunk  a  foot  or  two  into  this  hard  bed. 

Jan.  6^A.— i*The  operations  commenced  about  9  o'clock,  Mr.  B. 
Stephenson,  if  p.,  assisting  Mr.  Brunei.  Ten  hydraulic  machines 
were  in  use  instead  of  six  as  heretofore;  one  of  them  being  the  origi- 
nal press  used  at  tlie  erecting  of  the  Menai  Bridge,  and  which  alone 
gave  200  tons  nominal  pressure.  The  river  hauling  power  was  not 
used,  as  the  operations  were  confined  to  placing  the  vessel  in  a 
straight  position,  preparatory  to  a  grand  attempt     At  the  time  of 
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leaving  off  she  had  moved  7  feet  8  inches  at  the  stern,  and  3  feet  I 
inch  at  the  stem. 

Jan.  6th. — Due  precaution  had  been  taken  by  emptying  the 
pumps,  &c.,  to  prevent  their  being  frozen,  so  that  by  nine  o'clock  all 
were  ready  for  working.  Owing  to  the  previous  tides  having  left  a 
quantity  of  mud  on  the  ways  greater  force  was  required  to  start  her. 
Nearly  200  tons  more  pressure  was  used  than  on  the  previous  day  ; 
and  she  gradually  slipped  down  10  feet  aft  and  9  feet  6  inches  for- 
ward. 

Jan.  7th. — The  progress  made  this  day  was  about  1 1  feet,  which 
was  accomplished  by  gentle  slips  of  between  6  and  7  inches  at  a 
time.  The  amount  of  pressure  varying  from  2,000  to  2,500  tons: 
the  river  tackle  was  but  slightly  used. 

The  five  following  days  she  moved  slowly,  but  satisfactorily,  towards 
the  end  of  the  ways,  leaving  on  the  13th,  but  1 5  feet  to  be  traversed. 

Jan.  14th. — A  short  time  before  the  tide  had  reached  its  highest, 
three  of  the  hydraulic  machines  aft  and  three  forward  were  set  to 
work  to  move  the  vessel  nearer  down  the  ways.  She  moved  in  quick 
short  slips  with  the  utmost  ease,  the  gauges  of  the  few  hydraulic 
machines  in  use  seldom  averaging  more  than  10  cwt.  to  the  inch, 
and  each  slip  taking  place  at  short  intervals.  In  a  comparatively 
short  time  a  distance  of  13  feet  aft,  and  3  feet  6  inches  forward  was 
accomplished ;  the  after  part  showing  such  a  tendency  to  slide  away 
on  the  least  pressure  that  it  was  impossible  to  regulate  the  ship's 
movements  with  the  same  accuracy  as  heretofore.  The  following 
day  the  tide  gave  about  12  feet  water  under. 

From  this  time  the  work  gradually  proceeded,  but  without  any 
strenuous  effort,  as  it  was  considered  that  the  next  spring  tides  she 
would  float  without  furtlier  difficulty. 

Jan.  29ih. — The  afternoon's  tide  gave  a  depth  of  nearly  17  feet 
under  the  vessel.  Less  than  this  would  have  been  sufficient  to  float 
her,  but  it  is  said,  that  Friday  being  a  "superstitious  day"  among 
seamen,  it  was  considered  judicious  to  prevent  her  entirely  leaving 
the  cradles:  be  this  as  it  may,  2,500  tons  of  water  had  to  be  pumped 
into  her  compartments  to  keep  her  from  launching.  This  had  the 
desired  effect. 

Jan,  30th. — Some  hundreds  of  persons  went  to  witness  the  launch, 
of  which  the  engineers  were  so  confident  on  the  previous  day,  but 
they  were  doomed  to  disappointment,  the  wind  to  day  being  the  chief 
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obstroction.  Mr.  Brunei,  resolved  not  to  allow  a  chance  to  escape 
liim,  was  at  his  post  by  daybreak ;  but  it  blew  a  hurricane  from  the 
&S.  W.,  and  he  at  once  saw  that  if  he  launched  the  vessel,  which  he 
might  have  done  without  any  difficulty,  the  wind  would  inevitably 
have  sent  her  back  upon  her  ways,  and  most  probably  have  cracked 
her. 

A  carefdl  estimate  of  his  hauling  powers,  and  which  it  is  but  &ir 
to  say  were  most  effective,  induced  him  to  suspend  operations  while 
he  had  so  powerful  an  antagonist  as  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  to  contend 


Jan,  3l^.^-At  two  o'clock  this  morning  the  steam  engine  com- 
menced pumping  out  the  water  from  the  vessel,  previous  to  attempt- 
ing to  launch  her,  Mr.  Brunei,  Captain  Harrison,  and  the  whole  staff 
of  assistants  and  workmen  were  in  attendance  at  an  early  hour,  and 
all  worked  with  an  earnestness  and  goodwill,  that  contributed  in  no 
small  degree  to  the  complete  success  of  the  day's  operations. 

Between  12  and  I  o'clock,  the  tide  having  risen  considerably  higher 
than  was  expected,  and  the  wind  being  almost  as  favorable  as  could 
be  desired,  gangs  of  men  were  placed  at  the  hydraulics,  and  directions 
were  given  to  apply  the  final  pressure.  She  moved  readily ;  and 
thortly  after  one  o'clock  her  stem  floated  out  of  the  cradle.  The 
steam  tugs  were  then  brought  into  active  service,  and  at  a  quarter 
past  two,  a  mighty  cheer  rose  from  the  multitude  on  the  river,  which 
being  re-echoed  by  the  thousands  on  the  shore,  announced  that  the 
largest  vessel  in  the  world 


Tht  Leviathan  was  afloat 


ft 


Mutual  congratulations  took  place  upon  the  deck  of  the  vessel, 
where  Mr.  Brunei,  Mr.  Hope,  and  several  noblemen  and  gentlemen, 
had  assembled.  The  progress  of  the  vessel  continued  most  satisfac- 
torily for  several  minutes,  when,  unfortunately  the  outward  paddle 
came  in  contact  with  some  lighters,  which  had  been  employed  in  the 
earlier  stages  of  the  launch;  and  her  further  passage  was  impeded 
until  they  were  removed,  which  was  an  operation  of  considerable 
difficulty,  and  one  of  the  barges  had  to  be  scuttled  before  she  could 
proceed  across  the  river  to  her  moorings.  This  being  accomplished 
her  bow  was  placed  in  its  proper  position,  and  two  steam  tugs  then 
hauled  her  stem  over. 

This  noble  vessel  now  rides  safely  at  the  government  moorings  on 
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the  Kentish  side  of  the  river,  opposite  Deptfbrd,  where  she  will  re- 
main until  she  has  been  fitted,  a  process  which  will  occupy  some  four 
or  five  months. 

During  the  progress  of  the  vessel,  an  extraordinary  scene  took 
place.  When  the  stem  cradle  had  been  relieved  from'the  weight 
which  had  reposed  upon  it,  the  immense  timbers  parted  and  darted 
above  water  point  upwards,  with  fearful  rapidity.  Notwithstanding 
the  river  was  studded  with  numerous  small  boats,  fortunately  no 
accident  occurred. 

When  the  vessel  first  moved  there  were  only  14  feet  of  water  at 
the  bow,  and  when  moored  she  registered  16^  feet  aft,  and  14  feet 
II  inches  forward,  within  6  inches  of  the  amount  calculated  by  Mr. 
Jeacomb  when  the  lines  were  first  laid  down. 

Notwithstanding  the  immense  amount  of  pressure,  and  the  hauling 
and  tugging  she  has  undergone  since  the  first  attempt  to  start  her, 
it  is  gratifying  to  find  she  has  not  sustained  the  least  blemish,  and 
that  her  "  shear  "  is  free  from  defect. 

In  conclusion  we  have  to  observe  that  the  attention  and  devoted- 
ness  of  the  employes  throughout  the  proceedings  met  with  the  warm- 
est approval  of  their  chiefs.  And  it  must  be  a  source  of  great  grati- 
fication to  Mr.  Brunei,  to  finish  a  work  of  such  magnitude  with  so 
small  amount  of  human  casualty. 

Captain  Harrison,  her  commander,  displayed  throughout  the  pro- 
ceedings perfect  coolness  and  precision,  which  augurs  well  for  the 
vessel's  future  guidance. 

During  the  afternoon  the  various  steamers  came  down  the  river 
crowded  to  excess ;  and  when  they  found  the  ship  riding  safely  at  the 
moorings,  the  passengers  joined  in  a  hearty  cheer,  waved  their  hats  and 
handkerchiefe,  and  evinced  unmistakable  symptoms  of  intense  satis^ 
faction.  Viewed  from  the  deck  of  the  vessel,  the  river  during  die 
afternoon  presented  a  most  animated  appearance.  For  a  considerable 
distance  the  surface  of  the  river  was  completely  covered  with  boats ; 
the  numerous  occupants  of  which  joined  in  the  congratulations  which 
everywhere  awaited  Mr.  Brunei  and  his  coadjutors.  We  cordially 
repeat  Miss  Hope's  prayer — 

"  Chd  ^peed  her." 
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NORWAY  AND  THE  WAY  TO  IT. 

CHAP.  I. 

**  Bound  the  ooasta  where  Bunic  Odin 
Howls  his  war  note  to  the  gale 
.When  the  rocks  of  dark  Lofoden 
Whirl  to  death  the  roaming  whale.*' 

Alexanbmr  wept  beoaiue  he  had  no  seoood  world  to  conquer.  Yachts- 
men may  now  weep  because  they  have  no  second  world  to  explore. 
Mr.  Shedden  with  the  Nancy  Dawson  in  the  far  west,  Sir  James  Brooke 
with  the  Royalist  in  the  distant  east,  Lord  Duflferin  with  the  Foam  in 
the  froien  north,  and  Mr.  Parker  Snow  with  the  Allan  Gardiner  in  the 
extreme^eonth,  have  proclaimed  the  pluck  of  the  British  yachtsmen,  to 
dl  die  ends  of  the  earth.  The  Mediterranean  is  used  up,  Norway  has 
become  the  resort  of  '<  unprotected  females,"  Faro  and  Ic^nd  of  princei 
oat  of  work,  and  even  Behring's  Straits,  Spitsbergen,  and  Terra  del 
Fuego  are  but  household  words  in  the  chronicles  of  yachting. 

But  our  yachtsmen  are  not  only  able  navigators,  they  are  admirable 
anUiors,  and  skilful  artists  besides;  the  pen,  the  pencil,  and  the  parallel 
ruler,  areTall  equally  familiar  implements  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Duflferin 
and  Mr.  Parker  Snow.  Had  his  lordship  in  his  recent  work  been  more 
sparing  of  his  ridicule,  and  treated  widi  the  respect  they  deserved,  a 
captain  and  a  crew,  who  at  the  risk  of  their  lives  navigated  his  vessel 
tafely  through  dangers  few  men  would  have  faced;  and  had  Mr.  Snow 
in  his  favored  us  with  fewer  details  of  the  paltry  squabbles  between 
himself  and  his  constituents,  two  more  interesting  and  amusing  books 
eould  scarce  hare  been  found,  mid  all  the  annals  of  our  voyagers  since 
ihe  days  of  Frobisher  and  Drake.  Thus  it  happens,  that  not  only  are 
these  far  away  cruises  taken,  and  theb  various  deeds  of  daring  done,  but 
tiiey  are  written  also,  and  handed  down  to  posterity  in  immortal  prose. 
So  that  go  where  you  will,  with  your  yacht,  on  your  return  now-a-days, 
jou  may  easily  imagine  that  you  would  have  nothing  new  to  tell,  but 
settle  quietly  down  with  the  conviction  that  you  must  either  treat  your 
friends  to  a  re-cKauffee  of  what  had  been  better  done  before,  or  hold 
your  tongue^  probably  your  wisest  course. 

Sudi  a  conclusion  would  however  be  an  erroneous  one.  Much  of 
te  best  and  most  accessible  yachting  ground  has  been  but  yeiy  im- 
perfectly described.  In  this  category  must  be  placed  the  shores  cyf  Old 
Norway;  near  as  they  lie  to  ibis  country,  invitbg  as  her  numerous  fiords 

HO.  1 — 2. — VOL.  VII.  i> 


18  hunt's   YACHTlNa   MAGAZINE. 

are,  and  splendid  as  is  the  scenery  of  their  rocky  shores,  no  yachtsman 
has  yet  given  to  the  public  a  really  useful  and  trustworthy  journal  of 
a  cruise  alon^  her  coasts.  Such  a  book  as  that  the  lamented  James 
Wilson  wrote  on  the  Lochs  and  Islands  of  Scotland,  would  be  invaluable 
to  the  yachtsman  about  to  visit  Norway,  but  no  such  book  exists  and 
probably  never  will.  Works  there  are  on  Norway  in  dozens,  many  of 
them  excellent,  but  they  are  either  mere  books  of  travels  in  the  interior, 
or  they  are  political,  sporting  Or  scientific  treatises,  and  afford  the 
yachtsman  no  clue  to  where  he  ought  to  go,  or  what  he  ought  to  see. 
There  are  indeed  one  or  two  autiiors  who  profess  to  gire  narrattvet  of 
yacht  cruises  to  Norway,  but  to  any  one  studying  them  with  the  ynaw 
of  gaining  information  and  giudance  for  similiar  cruises  ibey  are  unsa- 
tisfaotory,  and  next  to  useless. 

I  trust  after  this  exordium  my  readers  will  not  for  a  moment  sormise 
that  I  propose  to  stop  the  gs^p  there  undoubtedly  exists.  No,  what  I 
have  now  sud  I  rather  intend  as  an  apology  for  the  unsatisfactbiy  nature 
of  what  follows.  I  had  but  IttUe  time  to  devote  to  my  autumnal  croiaoy 
and  in  so  far  as  Norway  was  concerned  even  <ihat  little  was  unavoidably 
curtailed.  A  good  book  would  have  enabled  me  to  make  the  most  of 
that  short  pmodi  but  that  was  not  to  be  had^  and  as  the  sequel  will  show, 
chance  mo^  than  good  management  guided  me  in  the  course  I  took. 

Oft  Saturday,  the  4th  of  June  last,  about  2k,  p.m.,  I  started  in  a 
cutter  of  between  thirty  tmd  forty  tons,  wiA  two  eompasions^  from 
Granton  Harbour  in  the  midst  of  a  terrific  thunderstorm*  The  heavy^ 
rain  lulled  the  wind»  and  we  were  becalmed  for  several  hours  near  the 
mouth  of  the  harbouf.  A  lairge  brig  got  on  the  breakwater  just  as  we 
were  going  out,  and  as  the  tide  was  rapidly  leaving  her,  and  she  was 
heeling  over  to  port  in  a  frightful  mmner,  the  chances  were  she  must 
have  come  to  grief,  but  I  never  heard  more  of.  her.  We  drifted  slowly 
down  the  Firth  with  ihe  ebb  tide,  till  A  light  breeae  from  the  westward 
sprang  up  which  carried  us  past  the  May  island  Light  about  midnight. 

On  changing  the  watch,  we  set  square-sail  and  passed  to  the  westward 
of  Bell  Rock  about  4h.  a.m.,  of  the  6th.  A  long  reef  of  rodcs  stretohea 
out  to  eastward  of  the  ligbthousoi  whidi  ought  not  be  approaehed  iriAin 
a  mile  on  that  side.  On. coming  on  deck  at  8h.  a.m.,  foimd  it  thick  all 
round  with  driizling  rain  and  wind  right  ah^,  Itmd  tet  in  sight*  bol 
supposed  ourselves  to  be  nearly  abreast  of  the  Old  Castle  of  Dunoter^ 
Full  rigged  ship  in  sight  steering  to  die  sou^  supposed  to  be  a  Hull 
spottter  on  her  way  hmne.  Wind  light  and  baffling  idl  day:  opposite 
Aberdeen  at  8h.  p.m.,  horiion  dear,  wind  freshening,  but  still  ahead  with 
a  cfaffl  ftel  about  it  whieb  boded  no  good. 
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Om  Monday  momHig  at  Bk.  a.m.,  bore  to  in  Peterhead  Bay  to  reef. 
B)psiiii|^  trntk  horn  N.W.,  riglit  down  Moray  Forth,  up  which  we 
nfaad  to  gou  The  moroing  looked  dirty  and  we  thoi^ht  it  better  to 
let  go  in  Petevhead  Bay  whene  we  had  good  shelter  till  we  8aw  what 
vonld  toni  Qfi.  By  noon  ti  was  "blowing  a  whole  gal^  and  a  doop 
trying  to  make  the  bay  was  blown  out  to  sea.  Peterhead  Bay  is  quite 
oapoflod  to  the  senth  and  east,  and  in  case  the  wind  should  veer  round, 
we  thonghi  it  wiser  to  seek  the  shelter  of  the  harboor  as  kmg  as  the  tide 
would  give  u  dentnoee.  Made  signal  for  a  pilots  who  speedily  came 
on  bond,  and  who  insuted  on  eur  hauling  down  another  reef  before 
getting  thejenttor  underway. 

In  goinginto  the  harbooi!,  the  pilot  managed  to  bnmp  the  cotter^  heel 
npon  a  loek,  which  iies  too  moob  in  ike  fiur  wi^  ;  the  baibpur  trustees 
oqght  certainly  to  haw  it  removedt  which  could  be  easily  done  as  it  is 
nsttc^  dry  at  low  water.  Had  we  been  ten  minutes  later  our  cruise 
would  have  been  prematurely  brought  to  a  close,  as  we  must  have  struck, 
and  the  yacht  gone  to  pieces  in  the  gale  which  blew  fiercely  for  scTcral 
days  after  we  got  in.  I  cordially  agree  with  what  your  able  correspon- 
dent  Blue  Jacket  says  in  your  June  number  with  reference  to  pilots. 
The  only  time  we  tonchad  duiing  the  cruise  I  am  now  narrating,  was  on 
this  oecaaioa  when  iq  ehaige  of  a  pilot.  With  a  good  chart  you  are 
geoeraily  safer  without,  than  with  a  pilot.  On  this  subject  I  would 
strcngly  recommend  to  n^  brother  yachtsmen  a  perusal  of  the  cruise 
of  the  Atian  Gardiner  before  alluded  to,  as  shewing  what  can  be 
done  with  good  charts  by  a  man  who  understonds  how  to  use  them. 
Pilots  rarely  understand  "yachts;"  accustomed  to  heary,  dull  sailing 
rnerchantoieo,  they  do  not  make  allowance  for  the  quick  and  lively 
movements  of  our  little  vessels.  Aceoxdmgly  our  pilot  ran  us  into 
Peterhead  harbour,  with  ever  so  much  way  on,  and  instead  of  luffing  her 
up  when  he  got  in  which  there  was  plenty  of  room  to  do,  he  ran  her 
hard  on  the  b«ich,  which  was  luckily  smooth  sand:  a  check  rope  we  man- 
aged to  get  ashore,  also  diminished  her  way,  but  the  strain  was  so  great 
as  to  cut  a  deep  groove  in  the  bits.  He  was  well  warned  too,  but  piloto 
are  the  most  wilful  men  in  creatioo,  and  must  have  their  own  way. 
Beyond  the  scar  in  the  bits  and  a  little  paint  rubbed  off  the  garboard 
on  the  starboaid  side,  happily  no  harm  was  done,  and  when  the  tide  \eh 
we  found  onraelves  in  a  capital  berth  for  scouring  the  copper  which  had 
not^faeen  done  this  season. 

In  the  evening  the  commanding  officer  of  the  coast-guard  called  and 
most  kindly  offered  his  services. 

Tuesday,  7th  of  July.-^It  blew  gi«at  guns  and  rained  in  torrents  all 
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day.  None  of  us  left  ihe  ship  but  amiifled  ounelves  reading  and  sketch- 
ing. Coast-goard  officer  called  again,  and  most  considerately  sug- 
gested that  as  there  was  no  appearance  of  the  gale  abating  I  should 
move  the  cutter  into  North  harbour,  because  as  the  tides  were  taking 
off  we  might  probably  be  neaped  if  we  remained  longer  in  die  South 
harbour,  where  there  is  less  water. 

Wednesday  8th. — Hauled  through  canal  into  North  harbour,  the  tide 
in  the  canal  runs  like  a  sluice,  and  this  with  the  gale  in  our  teeth  made 
the  hauling  a  tedious  and  laborious  operation.  Found  so  much  sea  in 
North  Harbour,  that  I  feared  when  she  took  the  ground  her  rudder 
would  be  knocked  oE  At  my  suggestion  the  harbour-master  most 
obligingly  put  the  booms  across  the  mouth  of  the  inner  basin,  a  trouble- 
some job,  but  which  completely  kept  the  sea  out,  as  the  booms  go  to 
the  bottom  of  the  dock,  and  in  ^t  are  more  properly  speaking  a  moTe- 
able  gate  in  separate  pieces  than  anything  else.  We  hauled  alongride 
of  a  Sealer^^  of  which  there  were  half  a  dozen  or  more  in  the  harbour. 
We  took  the  ground  shortly  after,  but  had  never  less  than  six  fiaet  water 
about  us. 

My  two^friends  went  to  fish  in  the  river  Ugie  to-day,  while  I  had  to 
look  out  for  a  lad  to  supply  the  place  of  a  useless  fellow  I  had  brought 
with  me,  and^whom  I  sent  home  from  here.  I  got  introduced  to  the 
captain  of  one^of  the  sealers,  who  most  politely  gave  me  the  choice  of 
his  apprentices.  He  marshalled  them  all  on  the  deck  of  his  ship»  and  I 
selected  the  biggest,'at  which  Captun  G.  laughed,  and  hinted  I  might 
have  done  better  to  have  taken  the  least,  but  that  they  were  all  fine  boys* 
I  must  say  for  George  Stephens,  that  I  never  had  a  more  obliging,  civil, 
or  well  principled  hand  on  board,  de  was  not  much  accustomed  to 
cutter  sailing  certainly,  and  got  sick  now  and  then  with  the  quick 
motion  of  the  little  cutter,  but  he  soon  got  used  to  his  work,  liked 
it,  and  was  liked  by  all  on  board. 

As  whale  fishing  on  the  coasts  of  Greenland  became  difficult  and  pre- 
carious, the  shipowners  of  Peterhead  wisely  directed  their  attention  to  the 
pursuit  of  seals,  which  is  found  much  more  remunerative.  Seal  oil  being 
of  superior  quality  to  common  train,  and  the  skins  bringing  a  high  price 
both  as  fur  and  for  the  purpose  of  making  leather.  The  vessels  are 
generally  small  brigs,  or  barques,  of  150  to  250  tons.  They  leave 
home  ill  March,  take  the  Shetland  Islands  in  their  way  north,  ship 
additional  hands  there,  and  generally  reach  the  margin  of  the  ice  in  about 
a  week  from  the  time  they  leave  Lerwick.  In  three  or  four  months  they 
are  all  at  home  again,  and  Captain  G's.  ship,  the  largest  sailing  from 
Peterhead,  returned  last  season  shortly  before  we  reached  it,  with  about 
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15^000  teal«,  yielding  to  liiniself  and  his  owners  a  very  handsome  profit. 
He  showed  me  the  different  implements  used  in  the  seal  hants.  Some- 
times the  poor  creatures  are  shot»  but  more  commonly  they  are  killed 
by  a  blow  from  a  short  wooden  dub  with  a  oharp  curved  hook  of  iron  at 
one  end.  The  seal  is  struck  on  the  head  with  this,  and  generally  dies  at 
ihe  first  blow,  if  it  be  artistically  administered.  The  seals  are  found  in 
great  herds  or  not  at  all,  in  this  way  a  ship  is  either  fiiUy  fiahed  or  clean 
on  her  return.  They  vary  in  kind,  some  being  very  savage^  but  the 
greater  number  timid  and  offering  no  resistance.  When  the  ships 
retom  they  are  dismantled  and  laid  up  for  the  summer  and  winter,  and 
all  hands  paid  off  but  the  captains  and  apprentices,  the  latter  get  no  pay, 
beyond  a  weekly  allowance  for  food  and  lodging,  as  they  do  not  live  on 
Wid  the  ship.  In  this  way,  a  choice  of  lads  may  always  be  found  in 
Peterhead  /eady  to  ship,  if  their  captains  will  permit  them,  during  the 
yachting  season.  The  complement  of  Captain  G's  Tessel  all  told,  when 
at  the  ice  was  upwards  of  fifty  hands. 

Strong  efforts  are  at  present  making  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  a 
Parliamentary  Committee  now  sitting  on  the  subject  of  the  Harbours 
d  Beluge,  to  tiie  construction  of  one  at  Peterhead.  It  is  understood 
that  one  for  the  east  coast  of  England  is  to  be  made  at  Redcar,  near  the 
month  of  the  Teee.  And  between  VHck  and  Peterhead  lies  the  contest 
on  the  Scotch  coast  As  a  yachtsman  of  some  experience  in  North  Sea 
cminng  I  have  no  hesitation  in  giving  my  preference  to  Peterhead. 
Hie  South  bay  there,  is  already  more  than  half  a  harbour  of  refuge,  and 
a  breakwater  for  which  might  be  easily  constructed,  as  the  water  is  of 
moderate  depth  and  the  foundations  good,  would  render  it  a  complete 
Partus  SahUtB  where  all  the  navy  of  England  might  ride  in  safety. 
The  poeiUon  besides  is  superior  to  Wick,  which  is  too  near  the  Cromarty 
Firth  on  the  one  side,  and  the  splendid  harbours  of  Holm  Sound  and 
Deer  iiJound  in  Orkney  on  the  other.  If  a  vessel  is  caught  in  an  easterly 
gale  off  Wick  she  can  if  it  be  north-east  easily  run  up  the  Moray  Forth, 
if  it  be  south-east  seek  the  Orkneys.  With  a  gale  at  all  from  the  north, 
00  vessel  could  face  the  Moray  Forth  from  off  Peterhead,  and  for  want 
of  a  Harbour  of  Refuge  must  run  back  to  the  Firth  of  Forth  upwards 

of  100  miles. 

J.  A.  L. 


To  ht  continued. 
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OUR  MERCANTILE  MARINE. 

Since  my  retom  home  I  have  seen  in  the  papers  some  letten  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter ;  and  it  has  given  me  much  pleasure  to  find  the 
subject  taken  up.  M j  opinion  is,  that  no  more  time  shotdd  be  wasted  ; 
and  that  those  most  concerned  in  it  ought  at  once  to  beg^  the  task. 
As  regards  myself,  I  am  able  to  speak  more  fieely  than  many.  Though 
by  birth  and  profession  a  mariner,  yet  I  do  not  so  constandy  follow  the 
sea,  as  to  make  me  come  into  rivalry  with  any  of  my  brethren  who  difier 
from  my  views  on  nautical  matters  ;  and  that  I  do  difiSer  firom  some,  wilt 
be  presently  seen. 

In  1880,  I  first  went  to  sea  as  a  boy^  and,  whatever  my  capabilitlea 
may  have  since  been,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say,  that  I  have  had  ample 
experienoe  to  admit  of  my  forming  a  correct  judgment  as  to  my  profes* 
sion.  That  profession  I  have  not  uniformly  followed ; —and  why? — 
Because  it  g^ve  me  disgust  !  I  loved  it  as  a  profession  ;  yet  there 
was  nothing  in  it  that  had  inducement  enough  to  make  me  persevere 
therein.  For,  ai'ter  all,  what  is  a  merchant  captain  according  to  Act  of 
Parliament  ?  A  common  carrier  on  the  sea ;  a  being  tio  be  severely 
punished  if  he  does  wrong  ;  yet  to  be  without  protection  if  others  do 
wrong  to  him.  He  is  amenable  to  the  laws  ;  yet  the  laws  appear  not 
to  be  so  to  him,  in  the  same  way  they  are  to  any  one  on  shore.  In 
other  words,  the  law  makes  him  a  servant  to  all ;  and  yet  if  he  does 
aught  that  any  one  else  says  is  not  his  particular  duty  as  a  master,  though 
he  honestly  connders  it  such,  he  is  liable  to  be  ousted  from  Ins  post  at 
a  mementos  notice,  and  that  without  being  able  to  get  any  remedy! 
And  I  fully  believe  that  there  are  many  of  my  brother  shipmasters  who^ 
if  they  could,  would  sooner  take  up  any  other  occupation  than  be  in  one 
they  get  so  little  rewarded  for.  Subject  to  the  jibes  and  insolence  of 
every  seaman,  who,  knowing  his  only  punishment  will  be  a  fine,  often 
abuses  his  captain  the  same  as  if  he  were  a  pickpocket,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  if,  with  the  responsibility  resting  on  his  shoulders,  he  some 
times  forgets  himself.  My  surprise  is  that  we  bear  of  so  little  complaint 
against  merchant  captains.  For  my  own  part,  and  I  believe  it  is  the 
feeling  of  many  others  besides  myself,  I  would  sooner  work  as  a  labourer 
than,  in  the  present  state  of  the  mercantile  marine  law,  be  a  master  of 
an  ordinary  merchant  ship.  For,  in  that  position  one  is  the  butt  of 
everybody — ^froni  a  boy,  who  of  course  will  have  hundreds  of  defenders 
if  he  is  ever  corrected,  to  the  veriest  blackguard  that  steps  foot  on  board 
ship.  Not  but  it  is  the  fault  of  some  shipmasters  if  they  have  too  much 
of  this  on  board  ;  for  I  believe  that  very  much  depends  upon  the  manner 
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in  which  discipiine  is  carried  on  ;  yet  the  knowledge  that  the  sailor  is 
eared  for  hy  law  more  than  the^captain  (and  any  one  who  reads  the  Act 
BMj  see  this  to  be  true),  has  a  tendency  to  throw  a  stagnation  aboot 
all  the  htter  does^  while  it  gives  encooragement  to  the  former.  Look, 
far  instanoe,  at  that  extreme  J 'and^  if  it  be  the  law,  most  extraordinary 
power  veated  in  the  hands  of  any  one  ealKng  himself  an^  owner,  to 
svDHiarily  dismiss  a  captain  fiom  hb  ship  at  a  moment's  notice  in 
any  part  of  the  world  !  And  yet  what  remedy  does  the  law  give  him? 
Wfaj  a  vemedy  by  oiril  action,  to  enter  into  which  he  must  have  large 
meaii%  and  <hen  stand  all  nnoertainties.  The  large  means  verylfaw 
poaseas^  and  partaonlarly  when^the  captain  has  to  find  his  way*hdme  as 
bast  he  can  from  perhaps  ihe  very  Antipodes  ;  and  the  delay  and  tmcer- 
tainties  of  the  law  are  so  proverbial  that  even  the  landsman  dreads  them, 
let  alone  the  ssikir.  My  own  case  is  in  point.  Look  at  it  I  I  worked 
hard  Ibr  two  yean  and  more  as  captain*of  a  small  vessel  engaged  <m 
a  peculiar  service  in  one  of  the  most  tempestnoas  portions^  of  the 
gfebeu  My  nominal  owoers,  a  so-called  religions  Society,  approve, 
sppland,  and  publicly  eslogise  me  :  everything  I  do,  and  have  done,  is 
piaised  by  them  in  words:  at  hst  one  of  their  number  goes  abroad,  and 
wauls  ma  not  only  to  follow  his  particular  plans,  wild  and  visionary  ai 
ikmy  were,  hut  also  do  that  which,*''as^a  shipmaster  I  dare  not  do.  t 
lefiv  to  my  agreement  and  instructions  ;  and  what  he  wants  done,  I  find 
is  not  in  aooordanoe  with  such.  I  therefore  decline  to  go  against  my 
own  orders,  until  I  have  positive  news  from  home,  fcft  he  brings  me 
none.  Tet  What  is  the  result  ?  He  representfl  himself  to  dre  firitish 
anthorities  as  an  owner  appearing  on  the  ship's  register,  though  a  sub- 
scription vessel,  and  not  at  all  his  ;  and  the  authorities  without  even 
investigating  the  matter,  or  giving  me  a  hearing  in  Court,  direct  me  to 
obey  that  owner's  orders  to  leave  the  vessel  at  three  hour^e  noHee,  Hhough 
I  hold  a  written  agreement  for  three  yeaars.  I  have  to  do  so ;  myself, 
my  wife,  my  effects  have  to  go  on  shore  in  a  distant  land,  and  without 
any  aoMans  being  given  us  to  subsist  upon  or  to  get  home.  At  last, 
afbsr  mveh  suflfering  and  the  disposal  of  all  my  initroments  and  effects, 
I  do  get  hoBoe.  I  apply  to  the  other  owners  for  redress  ;  and— in  my 
pteaent  lemarka,  charitably  supposing  that  they  are  in  a  difficulty  which 
they  know  not  how  to  otherwise  get  out  of-^hey  refuse  to  liquidate 
my  elaiibs  on  the  scAe  plea  of  my  having  **  disobeyed  orders"  ;  and  leave 
me  toaeek  an  expensive  remedy  by  going  to  law.  If,  however,  such  is 
the  bw,  is  it  not  time  that  captains  in  the  merchant  service  should  unite 
together,  and  strive  to  get  an  improvement  in  all  relating  to  them* 
Why  should  the  sailor  be  better  protected  than  the  captain  ?    The  for- 
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mer  is  not  only  sent  home  if  discharged  abroad,  and  the  captain  obliged 
to  send  him  home,  bnt  is  also  tenderly  cared  for  in  the  most  minute 
thing  rela^g  to  him;  and  I  am  told  it  is  because  captains  can  take 
care  of  themselves.  But  this  is  not  so.  Few  have  the  means  to  enable 
them  to  take  such  care  of  their  interests  as  would  put  them  on  a  fiur 
equality  with  others.  -  Their  expenses  are  heavy  ;  and  the  more  int^i- 
gent  they  are,  the  more  heavy  those  expenses.  I  remember  some  years 
back,  a  discussion  in  the  press  respecting  masters  in  the  navy,  and  I 
believe  the  subject  was  well  taken  up  ;  and  I  am  sure  many  a  merchant 
captain  will  be  most  thankful  if  their  case  oould  now  be  similarly  taken 
up.  It  ia  ao  hundreds  can  say — a  hard  one^  and  many  excellent  ship- 
owners would  fain  improve  it  if  they  could  ;  but  the  numerous  different 
Acts  of  the  last  few  years  prevent  anything  being  definitely  done.  I 
dearly  love  my  profession  ;  and  when  at  sea,  devote  myself  steadily  to 
it ;  but  what  encouragement  is  there  in  it  for  that  more  intelligent  class 
of  men  lately  spoken  of  in  the  press  as  desirable  ?  None  :  and  th^efbre 
all  I  can  say  about  it  is,  that  I  hope  the  good  work  now  begun  wiU  go 
on  until  the  improvement  needed  in  our  mercantile  marine  has  been 
effected.  The  powerful  aid  the  press  can  render  will,  I  am  sure,  not  be 
thrown  away.  It  will  benefit  the  commercial  interests  :  it  will  be  a  boon 
to  the  mariner  at  large.  The  present  laws  are  insufficient.  They  are 
too  much  :  and  yet  too  little.  As  they  stand,  a  ship  captain  need  be  a 
lawyer  to  know  them  aright  He  can  never  tell  when  he  is  correct  ;— 
at  least  I  have  found  it  so  only  in  the  matter  of  shipping  and  discharging 
my  men  in  the  ports  I  have  lately  visited  during  the  past  two  years  ;— - 
and  as  to  the  work  on  board,  why  it's  a  perfect  farce  !  I  may  be  par- 
doned for  mentioning  one  instance  only. 

It  will  be  seen  in  the  narrative*  that  I  have  had  to  do  much  work  in 
boats  ;  and  the  men  signed  a  feir  agreement  to  do  such  work.  Now, 
the  weather  about  Cape  Horn  and  the  Falklands  is,  as  I  have  offcen 
mentioned,  always  almost  rough ;  consequentiy,  tiiere  are  times  when 
boat  work  is  not  only  heavy  but  dangerous.  Tet  the  work  must  be 
done  ;  and  of  course,  when  I  thought  it  advisable,  I  would  order  it  to 
be  done.  Nevertheless,  frequentiy  would  I  have  sooner  undertaken  the 
entire  labour  myself  had  it  been  possible,  than  get  the  work  done  as  it 
was  performed.  "  It  was  too  hazardous  ;  it  was  beyond  the  hours  ;  it 
was  rain  or  wind,  or  too  much  sea,"  &c« ;  and  when  this  is  sud,  how  is 
the  captain  to  decide?  or,  rather,  who  is  to  decide  the  question  as  to  the 
propriety  of  such  and  such  a  thing? — ^the  captain  who  has  all  the  res- 
ponsibility, or  the  sfldlor  who  has  no  responsibility  ?  Tet,  according  to 
*  Two  Tears'  Cruise  off  Tiena  del  Foego. 
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UiJ»  Inws,  it  18  a  tender  poiot.  He  may,  in  the  exigence  of  the  seryioe, 
overleap  the  exact  mark,  though  he  may,  as  I  and  scores  have  done, 
personally  work  in  the  same  peril  or  labour  with  the  seaman ;  yet  if 
he  d'^es  go  beyond  the  mark,  though  ignorantly  or  well  meant,  he  is 
liable,  acoorJing  to  the  law,  to  be  punished.  And  knowing  this,  sailors 
take  advantage  ;  and  the  work  is  necessarily  stultified.  As  to  remune- 
tation,  I  have  been  surprised  at  the  statement  that  captains  in  the  Mer- 
chant Service  get  not  less  than  £200  a  year.  I  know  many  who  think 
^lemselves  lucky  if  they  get  £10  per  month,  and  find  their  own  books, 
<^uurts  and  instruments.  As  to  a  uniform,  and  the  suggestions  made  by 
some  writers,  I  have  no  df>ubt  it  may  be  beneficial  ;  but,  after  all,  what 
13  wanted  ?  Why,  a  good  practical,  intelligent,  and  honest  shipmaster, 
— a  commander  in  the  mercantile  service  who  will  have  the  interests  of 
bis  owners  and  the  commercial  community  at  heart,  and  who  should 
therefore  be  empowered  to  act  in  every  way  as  he  considered  best  (for 
no  role  can  be  laid  down  for  the  exact  guidance  of  a  ship  at  sea)  ;  who 
Aooid  be  thoroughly  supported  by  every  one  at  home  and  abroad  in  the 
uduous  duties  he  has  to  perform  ;  and  with  full  power  given  to  him, 
he  should  be  liable  to  severe  punishment,  if  by  a  fiedr  and  careful  exami- 
nation by  his  compeers  (not  by  others),  he  is  found  to  have  improperly 
Qsed  those  powers.  He  should  not  be  subject  to  that  official  routine 
which  has  hampered  even  many  a  gallant  officer  in  the  navy  ;  nor  u  it, 
I  think,  satisfactorily  proved  that  our  merchant  captains  are  made  prac- 
tically better  by  the  distasteful  compulsory  examinations  they  have  to 
undeigo  like  a  schoolboy,  and  which  many  learn  by  rote,  and  so  pass 
muster.  Few  men  of  practical  skill  can  talk  much  ;  and  fewer  handle 
the  pen.  The  man  of  ready  and  well  stored  mind  can  better  think  and 
act  than  he  can  put  his  thoughts  on  paper,  or  properly  explain  himself, 
fiut  in  times  of  danger  or  emergency  how  many  hundreds  of  our  rough- 
est sea  captains  show  themselves  the  most  perfect  masters  of  the  moment; 
and,  cool  and  self-possessed,  carry  the  vessel,  cargo,  and  the  lives  en- 
tnisted  to  their  care,  throngh  the  peril  in  perfect  safety?  flow  many 
hundreds,  I  say,  do  this,  who  could  not  express  a  single  thought  in 
words,  or  put  two  sentences  correctly  together  on  paper.  The  very 
nature  of  a  merchant  captain's  life  begets  this,-— not  ignorance^  but 
munly  diffidence,  and  apparent  inability  when  on  shore.  Used  to  com- 
mand, to  promptitude,  quickness  of  thoughti  and  ready  skill,  he  is 
perfectly  out  of  his  element  when  he  is  thrown  amongst  forms,  and 
cramped  by  official  routine.  Unlike  the  naval  officer,  who  is  much  on 
Isnd,  and  naturally  becomes  more  toned,  and  more  accustomed  to  certain 
fixed  rules,  the  meichant  captain  is  otherwise.     All  is  left  to  him  at  sea; 
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all  must  depend  upon  him  ;  and  he  has  to  think  upon  and  to  do  a 
thousand  thinj^s  no  officer  in  the  navy  would  ever  have  to  perform. 
True,  there  may  not  be  that  same  amount  of  intelligence,  though  L  think 
even  in  that  the  mercantile  marine  is  now  getting  not  very  far  bchiad 
the  more  aristocratic  sister  service  ;  but  then  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  law  itself  is  mainly  the  cause  of  this,  though  not  apparently  so 
For,  as  I  have  already  said,  the  merchant  captain  being  made  by  law  a 
common  carrier,  and  subject  to  all  that  I  have  named  and  much  more 
besides,  he  has  no  inducement  to  elevate  himself.  He  has  no  protection  : 
no  encouragement.  If  he  makes  observations,  examines  unknown  har- 
bours, devotes  his  little  spare  time  to  compiling  notes  on  useful  subjects 
con..ected  with  his  profession,  he  is  damped  by  finding  all  his  laboar 
thrown  away  from  inability  to  get  attention  paid  to  what  he  has  done  ; 
or,  if  attended  to,  by  some  one  else  of  higher  note  stepping  in  8nd  taking* 
advantage  of  what  he  has  done.  How  frequently  have  I  been  told  by 
some  of  my  brother  shipmasters, — "  Oh,  I  csmfeel  the  changes  of  the 
wind  and  weather  well  enough  without  all  that  trouble  of  regularly 
consulting  and  registering  the  barometer,  &c.,  8cc.  What*s  the  good  of 
it  ?  Who  is  it  for  ?  /know  what  to  do  ?  and  who  encourages  me  to 
work  for  others  who  may  not  know,  or  who  may  have  some  6clcullfic 
crotchet  in  their  heads  ?**  And  though  for  myself  I  do  not  agree  in 
this  ;  and  though  I  know  several  who  do  devote  themselves  to  the 
science  of  our  profession,  yet  the  majority  will  not  trouble  to  do  it» 
having  neither  encouragement  nor  elevation  of  position  to  induce  them. 
In  this  respect  the  American  Government  is  acting  more  wisely.  Under 
Captain  Maury's  excellent  arrangements,  there  is  established  a  large 
body  of  merchant  captains  working  together  all  over  the  world  in  the 
cause  of  science  and  the  advancement  of  their  profession  ;  and  they  do 
it  willingly  and  cheerfully,  because  they  know,  that  what  they  do  will 
be  publicly  acknowledged  and  thankfully  accepted. 

But  a  remedy  for  the  present  far  from  enviable  state  and  prospects  of 
our  mercantile  marine  captains  will,  I  think,  only  be  found  by  their 
taking  up  their  own  cause,  aided  by  such  shipowners  as  some  of  those 
I  could  name  in  I/ond'n  and  elsewhere,  who,  possessing  enlarged  minds 
and  liberal  views,  would  join  in  trying  to  effect  the  change  so  necessary. 
Then  might  we  have  a  mercantile  marine  whose  officers,  feeling  they 
were  supported  and  respected,  would  elevate  themselves  and  strive^to 
merit  the  good  report  of  all  ;  not  be  as  many  are,  indifferent  to  what  is 
said  about  them,  I  would  therefore  suggest  that  friendly  meetings  be 
held  all  over  the  kingdom  amongst  British  shipmasters  to  consider  and 
adopt  such  measures  in  regard  to  their  present  condition  as  may  tend  to 
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their  ultimate  benefit^  and  necessarily,  the  increased  welfare  of  the  com- 
mercial community.  If  the  Press  would  but  lend  its  powerful  aid,  I 
am  sure  that  the  unfayonrable  remarks  lately  made  by  several  against 
our  sea  commanders  would  soon  be  no  longer  applicable  to  our  body  at 
lai^ge,  as  indeed  I  do  not  consider  them  entirely  so  now. 

There  is  one  thing  I  must  not  omit  dwelling  upon  :  and  that  is  the 
Utle  g^yen  to  shipmasters  in  the  mercantile  marine.  By  some  they  are 
called  Mr.^  being  of  course  in  law  simply  ordinary  masters  or  common 
carriers  ; — by  others  they  have  the  term  of  "  skipper'^  \  some  few  will 
style  them  capt»n  ;  and  this  latter  is  their  true  title,  or  else  it  is  a 
misnomer  to  say  in  any  case  '*  captain  of  a  ship.**  Now  there  are  many 
objections  to  the  denomination  of  "  captain^'  in  social  life  on  shore, 
because  it  so  happens  that  Her  Majesty's  service  holds  an  exclusive  claim 
to  that  title  ;  nevertheless,  what  is  due  to  a  man  should  be  given  him. 
If  he  is  a  cap'ain,  then  a  captain  he  should  be  called  ;  and,  as  a  captain 
is  one  who  takes  the  command,  1  see  no  valid  reason  why  the  rank  is 
not  to  be  applied  to  him.  A  distinction  could  easily  be  made  ;  and  as 
a  fnend  said  to  me  a  short  time  since  *'  Commander*'  might  be  used  in 
the  merchant  service  and  omitted  in  the  navy  ;  and  I  would  suggest 
that  **  M-N."  (Mercantile  Navy)  be  added  to  the  name  as  **  R.N/'  is  in 
Her  Majesty's  service.  At  all  events  I  would  urge  my  brethren  not  to 
forget  their  true  position  ;  and  as  now-a-days  much  is  expected  from 
them,  let  them  stand  upon  their  own  ground  and  always  claim  what  is 
their  due. 

There  is  however  much  that  requires  correction  and  improvement  on 
the  part  of  our  merchant  captains  themselves.  I  would  suggest  that 
they  take  up  the  subject  in  their  own  hands,  and  not  leave  it  for  others 
to  do.  I  would  point  out  to  such  of  them  as  need  it  more  care  and 
attention  on  certain  points  that  often  their  very  experience  and  general 
knowledge  leads  them  astray  in.  I  allude  in  particular  to  log,  lead,  and 
look  out, — the  "  three  LV  as  Captain  Maury  says.  With  a  watchful- 
ness in  this,  and  to  the  barometer,  rightly,  not  indifferently  attended  to, 
frequent  mishaps  may  be  avoided.  If  I  allude  to  myself  to  what  I  have 
more  to  say,  it  is  only  to  illustrate  my  remarks,  from  personal  experi- 
ence. Others  in  command  can,  and  no  doubt  have  frequently  veriBed 
them  and  practised  the  true  science  of  maritime  sailing  better  than  I. 
Bat  I  would  say  that  such  personal  experience  of  my  own  has  enabled 
me  to  carry  a  little  vessel  safely  about  two  years  in  some  of  the  most 
dangerous  parts  of  the  world  without  a  single  loss  or  damage.  I  have 
safely  run  across  the  river  Plate  in  thick  weather  by  careful  attention  4 
the  lead,   and  with  only  once  obtaining  a  chance  glimpse  of  the  1' 
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and  I  have  stood  right  on  for  the  Falklands  while  very  foggy,  and  got 

my  position  quite  accurately  enough  through  the  soundings.    So  through 

the  Straits  of  Le  Maire,  and  elsewhere.     Attention  to  such  indications 

as  are  in  some  form  or  other  occasionally  to  he  met  in  all  places,  will 

undoubtedly  save  a  great  deal  of  mischief ;  and,  my  surprise  has  not 

been  a  little  when  coming  home  as  passenger  in  a  ship,  and  likewise  on 

reading  in  the  papers  of  disasters  in  the  Channel  that  the  lead  is  so 

seldom  used.     I  would  therefore  suggest  that  those  who  have  hitherto 

disregarded  these  matters  should  now  turn  them  over  in  their  mind. 

I  know  how  irksome  and  annoying  it  is  to  a  captiun  to  be  compelled  to 

almost  incessantly  keep  his  officers  and  men  to  these  more  minute  but 

not  less  important  points  in  the  sailing  of  his  ship  ;  and  how,  very  often, 

he  will  be  all  but  insulted  and  sueered  at  as  ''  over  cautious,  fidgetty. 

nervous,  giving  unnecessary  trouble,^'  8sc.,  &c.  ;  but,  if  it  be  possible  to 

get  the  laws  altered,  so  as  to  protect  the  captain  more,  these  and  many 

nmilar  things  vrill  be  soon  done  away. 

W.  Parkeb  Snow. 


THE  CRUISE  OF  THE  TRAVELLER,  10  Tons.* 

Mr.  Editor. — The  following  account  will  be  amusing  to  you  I  know, 
for  two  or  three  reasons,  one  of  which  is  that  you  have  long  known  the 
yaeht^  and  1  believe  out  of  the  six  yachtsmen  who  were  her  crew  on  the 
present  occasion,  ail  but  one  rank  as  old  friends  in  your  memory. 

It  was  midday  on  Thursday,  drd  of  September,  1867,  after  much 
consultation,  consideration^  and  provision  in  itsJuUest  sense,  when  six 
as  jovial  fellows  as  ever  pulled  a  rope  put  off  in  a  dinghy  at  the  Folly 
House,  Blackwall,  and  without  the  help  of  tackle  stowed  away  a  few 
of  the  ^'indispensables'*  for  the  due  maintenance  of  the  ''animal  economy^*' 
I  must  not  forget,  however,  that  just  before  this  a  small  brig  in  tow  of  a 
steamer  shewed  evident  signs  of  being  upon  close  terms  of  intimacy  with 
our  craft,  for  she  obstinately  stood  for  our  starboard  quarter,  while  the 
steamer  on  the  contrary  steered  port  of  us,  the  consequence  of  which  was 
that  a  necklace  of  hemp  which  'Hhere  was  no  resisting"  coiled  round  our 
stern  quarters  and  dragged  the  Traveller  many  yards  down  the  stream, 
the  exploit  causing  an  expenditure  of  *'  vox*'  truly  surprising.  Upon 
examination  we  found  one  of  the  backstays  broken  and  the  channel  plates 
almost  carried  away.  We  were  not  superstitious,  and  would  not  take 
4^^his  as  a  bad  omen,  on  the  contrary,  like  Caesar  when  he  kissed  the 
heound  after  falling  down  at  his  landing,  we  made  "  the  best  of  it,"  so 
adopt  ♦  T.  H  Williams,  Esq.,  owner. 
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set  to  work,  repaired  the  daiuag^e  ami  soon  after  *'  pulled  up  the  hook", 
and  sailed  away  for  Holy  Haven »  where  we  iutended  to  pass  the  Brst 
mght  on  board.  It  was  uow  nearly  3  o'clock  p.m.,  it  was  therefore  long 
after  twilight  when  we  first  discerned  the  mouth  of  the  Haven,  going  in 
we  took  ^e  ground,  excusable  enough  on  a  dark  night,  but  the  tide  was 
jost^^'making"  so  we  soon  floated,~got  three  or  four  hundred  yards  up  the 
creek,  and  then  anchored  for  the  night.  In  such  a  lone,  desolate,  barren 
spot  our  only  resources  were  beueath  the  cabin  roof,  but  I  assure  you 
they  were  ample.  A  cheerful  fire,  a  lighted  lamp,  a  tea  with  et  ceteras, 
thaU  our  Club-rcKim  at  Audertons^  could  hardly  surpass,  then  our  grog, 
our  roars  of  laughter  and  wreaths  of  smoke,  all  betokened  a  determined 
opposition  to  the  **  silent  system,"  but  even  this  came  at  last,  we  were 
forced  after  all  to  *'  surrender  at  discretion  ''  to  that  mighty  influence 
deep.  You  may  be  sure  that  six  "full-sizes"  in  a  "10  tonner"  had  to 
contrive  a  little  for  "bedroom"  accommodation;  however,  there  we  lay 
"  head  and  tail "  with  the  fire  out,  the  lamp  a-Iight,  and  on  "  Holy 
Ground." 

By  the  way,  can  you  tell  us  how  this  place  acquired  its  name.  Is 
there  any  legend  or  tradition  in  existence  that  will  throw  any  light  upon 
it?  Have  monks  ever  **fed  fat"  upon  the  lone  bleak  spot?  If  so,  the 
beroo,  the  bittern,  and  the  sea-gull  are  the  only  sad  successors  of  that 
ghostly  generation,  and  after  all  not  unlike  the  degenerated  "  crews"  of 
those  monastic  buildings.  The  testaceous  and  crustaceous  orders  are 
here  in  abundance,  and  eels  are  plentiful.  We  were  up  in  the  morning 
at  daylight,  and  some  of  our  crew  rowed  a  considerable  distance  inland, 
and  brought  buck  some  fine  eels,  which  they  hnd  bought  of  a  "revenue 
man",  whose  monotonous  life  here  is  diversified  a  little  by  fishing  "  in 
all  its  branches."  AfUr  a  fine  breakfast  which  only  those  who  have 
been  similarly  situated  can  appreciate,  we  stood  out  for  a  sail  over  to 
Sheemess  and  Queeuborough;  the  weather  squally,  and  wind  a  very  stifi' 
topsail  breeze  from  the  west.  The  recently  erected  Martello  tower,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Medway,  like  a  dot  when  seen  from  a  distance,  appears 
to  me  about  a  *'  tithe"  of  what  it  should  be  for  such  an  important  posi- 
tion. My  Jhrtey  however,  is  not  £ot  fortified  places,  my  opinion  m.^y 
be  a  wrong  one,  give  me  the  open  waters  or  fields  in  preference  to  stone 
bastions  with  their  68  pounders;  yet  cold  indeed  must  that  Briton  be, 
who  can  sail  among  those  mighty  ships,  bleeping  on  the  rising  and 
falling  tide,  apparently  resting  and  rotting  in  idleness,  without  pleasure- 
able  emotion  ;  a  thousand  recollections  of  the  brave  deeds  of  our  fore- 
fathers will  rush  past  and  leave  their  impress  on  the  mind.  The  brave 
Nelson's  exclamation  is  on  our  lips  "  Thank  God  I  am  a  Briton !" 
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We  anchored  off  Queeoboroughy  and  were  not  long  in  paying  our 
respects  to  the  natives.  The  few  men  of  the  place  were  some  of  them 
with  hands  in  their  pockets,  and  pipes  in  their  mouths,  apparently  watch- 
ing the  water  as  though  the  sea  serpent  was  about  to  exhibit  himself. 
Nothing  to  do  for  long  periods,  they  hang  about,  dwelling  upon  the 
ancient  glories  of  Queenborough,  'ere  the  Reform  Bill  deprived  its  hand- 
ful of  houses  of  the  privilege  of  sending  two  Members  to  ParliametU! 
and  made  each  man's  vote  something  to  sell ; — an  important  article  to 
buy.     Such  disgraceful  importance  is  now  of  the  past. 

We  tried  here  to  get  some  fish,  and  after  some  exertion  obtained  from 
a  fishing  smack  some  flat-fish  and  oysters,  both  of  which  we  paid  as 
much  for  as  at  Billingsgate, — nay  at  the  **  West  End"!  and  then  we 
remained  debtors  in  their  opinion  to  the  headman  of  the  "fisheries". 
I  suppose  the  inhabitants  fish  for  themseWes,  ^are  not  buyers,  and 
yachtsmen  must  pay. 

The  following  day  (Saturday)  we  started  for  Ramsgate  through  the 
Swale,  (I  am  sorry  to  see  that  a  railway  bridge  over  it  is  likely  to  stop 
this  pleasant  course  in  future,  unless  you  can  lower  your  mast  like  a 
barge,)  past  Whitstable,  (a  fine  breeze  and  clear  day,)  passing  succes- 
sively Heme  Bay,  Margate,  the  North  Foreland,  the  ill  fated  Northern 
Belle,  (the  stump  of  her  bowsprit  just  shelving  above  water,)  and  reach- 
ing Ramsgate  Harbour  about  4h.  p.m.  Here  the  usual  questions. 
What's  your  name?  What  tonnage?  Where  fipom?  After  these'had 
been  answered,  and  the  questioner  had  "  made  a  note  of  it,"  we  were 
helped  to  our  moorings,  and  "the  particulars'*  were  "in  print"  in  a  few 
hours  afterwards,  mixed  with  sundry  other  choice  pieces  of  yachtings 
intelligence!  Very  satisfactory  no  doubt  to  those  owners  of  small  craft, 
(if  any  such  there  be)  who  feel  proud  of  being  ranged  side  by  side  in 
print  as  well  as  port  with  their  larger  brethren,  but  to  a  working  crew 
like  ours,  bent  on  enjoyment  only,  caring  for  nothing  and  envying  none, 
to  have  been  left  unnoticed  would  have  been  quite  as  much  to  our  satisfac- 
tion. Here  we  had  to  admire  some  yachts  that  would  have  stirred  our 
envy,  had  it  existed  in  our  composition.  The  Bacchante  with  a  living 
Gannet  on  her  bow,  the  Cyclone,  Phantom,  Thought,  Zillah,  Little 
Mosquito,  and  several  others.  It  was  now  Saturday  night,  and  after 
replenishing  our  lockers  with  all  that  we  needed,  we  took  a  turn  over 
the  town,  promenaded  the  pier,  and  finished  of  course  at  the  Refectory. 
Sunday  was  a  quiet  day  with  us,  intending  to  be  up  and  off  very  early 
in  the  morning  for  Dover,  to  witness  the  regatta  there.  Accordingly 
at  5h.  10m.,  our  canvas  was  set  and  (we  were  the  second)  out  of  the 
harbour,  a  fine  glorious  morning,  a  favorable  wind,  plenty  of  it,  and  we 
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were  in  Dover  Harbour  before  eigbt  o'clock:  several  others  sood  folio weil, 
and  by  ten  or  soou  afler,  we  were  in  compaDy  with  all  our  Ramsgate 
friends  once  again.  The  regatta  amusements  and  its  results  need  not 
be  repeated,  it  was  a  long  day,  enough  for  two,  and  all  were  tired  of  it 
Ijefore  the  '<  duck  hunt*'  closed  it  Dover  Harbour  will  not  do  after 
Ramsgate,  and  the  following  day  was  such  a  ^'  soaker"  with  half  a  gale 
of  wind,  that  it  was  some  difficulty  to  keep  the  water  out,  or  the  fire 
from  smoking;  as  for  getting  out  there  was  not  the  slightest  tempta- 
tion; the  clouds  were  so  low  that  the  castle  was  obscured  half  the  day, 
and  aD  seemed  shut  up  and  deserted;  like  poor  Tom  Bowline,  we  were 
**  under  hatches,"  therefore  our  only  resource  was  "the  pipe,"  with  a  few 
books  and  newspapers,  jolly  enough  but  longing  for  liberty,  with  the 
same  hopeless  prospect  that  Sterne's  starling  had  with  it^s  ceaseless  cry 
of  "  I  can't  get  out,"  "  I  can't  get  out." 

The  next  morning  however  (Wednesday,)  we  were  "up  and  doing:" 
we  had  intended  to  go  on  to  Hythe,  Hastings,  and  Brighton,  had  the 
weather  looked  promising  even  to  Ryde  and  Southampton ;  but  occasional 
thunder  and  lightning,  squalls  and  a  heavy  sea,  made  us  consider  it  most 
pmdent  to  'put  back  to  Ramsgate.  So  soon  after  8  o'clock,  a.m.,  we 
put  our  nose  outside  the  harbouit;  lots  of  sailors  at  the  pier  head  watch- 
ing, who  would  not  venture  out,  or  at  all  events  willing  to  wait  for 
better  weather  :  our  little  craft  behaved  herself  well,  though  rolled  about 
pretty  handsomely,  we  lengthened  the  tow  line  that  the  dinghy  might  not 
take  a  fit  in  her  head  to  come  aboard  of  us  or  smash  her  own  nose 
against  our  counter:  it  was  well  we  took  thb  precaution;  as  it  was,  she 
snapped  the  rope  like  a  pack  thread,  and  we  had  the  mortification  to  see 
her  drifting  towards  the  shore  nearly  opposite  the  South  Foreland; 
there  was  no  time  to  be  lost,  so  in  spite  of  the  weather  and  heavy  sea, 
we  quickly  "  scandalized  "  the  mainsail,  put  about,  and  most  fortunately 
succeeded  the  very  first  time  in  running  close  along  side  and  snatching 
hM  of  her.  This  was  a  bit  of  good  luck  quite  unexpected  by  all  of  us 
under  the  circumstances;  indeed  the  dinghy  was  looked  upon  as  lost. 
We  gave  her  this  time  a  greater  length  of  line,  which  eased  the  jerk 
materially  as  she  rose  from  the  heayy  troughs,  we  were  soon  afterwards 
io  the  smooth  water  of  Ramsgate  Harbour  for  the  second  time,  from 
whence  we  had  becfn  watched  for  the  last  hour;  no  other  craft  being  out 
of  any  moderate  size.  For  three  days  we  patiently  waited  here,  still 
hoping  that  the  weather  would  allow  us  to  go  further,  it  was  however, 
(iud  one  of  our  crew)  "  a  case  of  blasted  hopes,"  and  we  therefore 
tamed  our  thoughts  upon  our  return,  not  without  some  feelings  of  dis- 
appointment.    On  the  Saturday  morning  with  a  stiff  breeze  abeam,  we 
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left  Ramsgate  harbour  about  81i.  a.in  ,  aud  had  a  delightful  sail  through- 
oat  the  day,  at  least  till  4h.  or  5h.  p.in.,  when  the  wind  had  died  away 
and  the  tide  was  nearly  done,  so  we  found  contrary  to  our  expectation 
that  Barking  Eeach  mu^r.  be  our  resting  place  for  the  night.  On  the 
following  morning  we  were  up  early,  found  ourselves  enveloped  in  a  fo^, 
and  ingloriously  paddled  our  way  with  the  fifreatest  caution  through  the 
masses  of  craft,  lying  there  fearful  of  moving,  to  Blackwall,  and  so  ended 
one  of  the  happiest  trips,  it  has  ever  been  my  lot  to  enjoy. 

In   concluding  this  account  of  our  doings  during  ten  days,  (which 
are  perhaps  too  personal  to  be  of  any  use  to  your  periodical,)  I  must 
observe  to  you  how  much  more  real  enjoyment  is  obtainable  on  board  a 
praall  yacht,  say  15  or  20  tons,  yourself  and  friends  being  the  working 
crew,  than  on   board   the  aristocratic  yacht  of  100  or  200  tons.     Here 
were  six  of  us,  all  friends,  ail  upon  an  equal  footing,   one  heart,  one 
m.\ndy  directing  everything  though  all  six  with  a  voice;  each  one  indi- 
vidually ready  and  willing  upon  the  instant  to  fell  in  with  the  views  of 
the  other  five;  no  restraint,  in  a  word  all  brothers:  you  will  say  it  is  not 
very  easy  to  pick  out  such  a  crew  at  all  times?  This  may  or  may  not  be 
the  case,  yet  with  care  and  observation  it  may  often  be  done  by  most 
yacht  owners.     How  much  more  unalloyed  enjoyment  is  here  developed 
thiln  the  large  yacht  can  boast  of  I     The  yachtsman  and  his  friends  on 
one  side  of  the  picture,  the  skipper  and  the  crew  on  the  other.      These 
relative  positions  must  be  observed  and  borne  constantly  in  mind,  even 
though  it  may  cost  a  continual  effort.     The  owner's  dignity  must  be 
acknowledged.     His  voice  is  listened  to  everywhere  !     His  sentences 
are  all   noted   down  in  each  man's  memory.      They  must  therefore  be 
measured!     He  must  not  unbend!     How  different  all  this!  what  a 
drawback  upon  the  rollicking  enjoyment  of  yachting!     Where's  the 
hearty  laugh  ?     The  heartier  pull  at  the  ropes  ?     The  sparkling  wit  ? 
The  well  defined,  well  limited ]o\iQl     Alas!  all  this  would  be  infra  dig. 
to  the  master  of  a  retinue  of  servants! 

I  looked  down  from  the  pier  at  Ramsgate  on  the  beautiful  Bacchante, 
I  could  not  from  my  position  criticise  her  lines,  but  she  appeared  to  me  as 
I  stood  above  her  the  perfection  of  a  yachtsman! s  home,  what  more 
CAN  her  owner  want?  If  he  be  already  possessed  of  wealth  enough  and 
more  than  enough  to  keep  her  afloat,  can  he  know  any  even  of  the 
petty  annoyances  of  life.  Ah!  yes,  the  chain  that  binds  his  particular 
grade  together  is  around  him  also  most  likely.  It  is  a  golden  one  it  is 
true,  still  it  is  a  chain,  a  curb  upon  physical  enjoyment.  He  must 
move  as  the  rest  do  in  his  sphere !  he  has  probably  nerer  run  up  the 
shrouds  to  unlace  a  topsail,  he  has  perhaps  never  even  soiled  his  hands 
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at  Kumling  on  a  cable,  or  ^'aheeting  home."  To  such  ooe  I  would  say, 
70a  are  safe  in  your  position.  It  will  be  no  stain  upon  jon  as  a  noble- 
man or  gentleman,  (one  or  both  as  you  may  be)  to  take  a  small  yaoht 
of  10  or  15  tons,  to  take  half-a-doien  or  less  good  jolly  fellows  from 
yonr  own  drele,  <<  up  to  their  work,''  and  then  go  out  for  a  week's 
cnnse.  Just  try  whether  feelings  and  enjoyments  to  whiah  you  have 
hithoto  been  a  stranger  will  not  be  yours,  enhanced  by  the  additional 
charm  oiraughing  Uy  in  itself  ^ncvdty  I  -  Again  I  say  in  oondusion^- 
TRY  IT. 

Yours,  &c., 
A  Member  of  the  L.M.Y.C. 
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A  SUMlfEB'S  CBTJISB  IN  1S5— 
CHAPTER  IV. 

T4CBT-DECK  VUBTATIOVS— BULWBB'S  LADT  OT  LTOHS  ATLOAT — k  8PB0K  OV  TRB 

OGBAH— KnTOSTOWV^BKOLISH  AXD  IBISH  TAOHt  OLtJBS — TAORTS'  OBBWI,  OX 

TAXB  THB  BOnOa  WITH  THB  SMOOTH— LAXLASH,  ISLB  OOT  ABBAB— 

KBDITAIIOIIS. 

«<  F1B8T  griefis^  like  ''first  lores,''  are  happily  not  always  of  a  very  lasting 
nature,  more  especially  when  they,  I  mean  the  ''griefs,''  happen  at  sea; 
as  to  the  ''  lores'*  I  take  it  they  are  pretty  much  the  same  whether 
afloat  or  ashore^  barring  the  extra  charm  of  a  yacht-deck  flirtation 
m  a  predilection  for  which  I  am  sure  all  yachtsmen  will  bear  me  oat| 
iriiateyer  landsmen  may  say  to  the  contrary  ;  not  that  I  can  speak  with 
authority  from  any  personal  experience  in  such  matters,  but  taking  the 
opinions  of  those  who  can,  together  with  sundry  slight  hints  and  admis- 
sions let  fall  from  "  the  fairest  of  the  fair"  themselyes,  I  incline  to  think 
there  really  must  be  something  in  it,  some  subtle  soothing  influence 
"  afloat^  that  tends  to  thaw  the  frozen  heart,  and  make  the  warm  one 
wanner  still ;  of  course  I  am  now  speaking  of  hearts  appertaining  to 
the  gentier  sez,  although  the  same  remark  holds  good  with  regard  evea 
tD  those  of  the  opposite  gender  ;  and  all  the  better  too  it  should  be  so^ 
ktt  while  the  true  yachtsman's  heart  beats  always  the  same  whether 
ifloat  or  ashore,  there  are  not  a  few  who  sail  under  a  club  burgee  now- 

*  Continued  ih>m  p.  238,  toL  tL 

HO.    1—2  TOL.  YU.  T 


34  hunt's  tacutino  magazink. 

a-days  whose  hearts  are  all  the  better  for  having  the  laiid  starch  washed 
out  of  them,  in  the  wholesome  salt  spray  of  a  summer**  cruise. 

But  whether  belonging  to  the  "fair"  or  to  the  "unfair"  sex,  who  is 
there  could  be  proof  against  the  charming  influences  of  a  bright  mid- 
summer eve  on  board,  with  a  pale  blue  moonlit  sky  overhead,  the  silver 
spangled  sea  at  our  feet,  and  sweet  rippling  music  from  the  swifitly 
cloven  water  at  the  pretty  barkie's  side,  while  at  your  own  side  of  ooorse 
sits  the  "fair  object  of  your  affections:"  such  an  occasion  might  well 
call  forth  a  description  to  rival  that  of  the  false  but  love  sick  prinoe  in 
the  "  Lady  of  Lyons,"  when  Claude  Melnotte  paints  to  his  "ladye  love'* 

«  A  palace  lifting  to  eternal  summer  its  marble  walls 
From  out  a  glossy  bower  of  coolest  foliage." 

which  description  applied  to  the  floating  palace  of  a  clipper]]  yacht, 
under  the  above  mentioned  delightful  circumstances,  bin  entendue;—^ 
might  run  somewhat  thus: — 

A  achooner  lifting  to  eternal  summer  her  tapering  spars 

From  out  a  long  low  hull  of  perfect  symmetry, 

Swiftly  gliding  o*er  the  sea,  and  at  her  sides 

Soft  rippling  wares,  whose  songs  should  syllable  thy  name; 

At  noon  we'd  sit  beneath  the  snow  white  sails  and  wonder 

How  earth  could  be  unhappy,  while  hearen  still  left  vLaynchtt 

And  /otvZ-^We'd  hare  no  Mends  that  were  not  lovers,  no  amUtloD, 

Save  to  excel  them  all  in  love  I  We'd  read  no  books 

That  were  not  tales  of  love,  that  we  might  smile  to  think. 

How  poorly  eloquence  of  words  translates  the  poetry  of  hearts 

Like  ours  I — And  when  night  came  amidst  the  breathless  heavens, 

We'd  guess  what  star  should  be  our  home  when  I  we  becomes 

Immortal  I  and  Uje'a  yacht  launched  in^ternitytl 

Ye  gods  and  little  fishes!  what  would^the  author  of  "Pelham''  eay 
to  this  "travestie*'  of  his  beautiful  lines! 

But*at  this  rate  we  are  likely  soon  enough  to  forget  our  "first  grief 
on  that  dark  will-o^- the- wisp  night  in  Mevagizey  Bay,  and  it  would 
seem  as  though  we  had  toO|  to  any  one  who  could  have  seen  the  "\nid- 
flower's"  cheerful  deck  on  a  lovely  nfght  not  many  days  afUr  our  dose 
shave  for  life,  mentioned  in  the  last  chapter,  slipping  along  merrily  up  the 
Irish  Channel,  on  our  way  to  Scotland,  but  intending  to  take  Kingstown 
en  route.  It  was  a  lovely  night,  and  we  looked  all  the  better  for  having 
our  full  complement  of  friends  on  board,  and  better  still  that  some  of 
them  were  ladies,  bless  them!  what  a  wonderfully  humanizing  e£Fect 
they  have  on  board  ship,  not  that  I  mean  to  say  they  haven't  the  same 
ashore,  far  from  it,  but  from  the  owner,  (or  perhaps  to  speak  more  c(m> 
rectly  of  the  brass-bound  skippered  yachts,)  from  the  captain  down  to 
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the  cabin  boy,  (who  is  always  asleep  by-the-bye,)  the  influence  of  the 
fair  sex  has  a  wonderful  effect.  I  won't  give  as  an  instance  the  state 
of  ihe  decks  during  a  voyage  under  the  systematic  confusion  of  shawls, 
bonnets  and  cloaks,  crochets,  novels,  and  nothings; — in  addition  to  their 
own  dear  selves,  being  found  recumbent  everywhere  but  where  they 
should  be  :— I  would  rather  speak  of  the  "  tween  decks"  department 
under  female  influence,  for  what  between  flowers  and  anti-macassars  ; 
roee  coloored  blinds,  and  je-ne-sai-quois,  take  a  man  blindfold  into  a 
yacht's  calnn  and  he  will  tell  you  at  once  whether  it  be  the  abode  of  the 
fair  sex  or  no.  But  to  return  to  our  Reminiscences, — ^notwithstanding 
the  lovely  night,  and  '*  goodlie  companie"  on  board,  the  Wildflower's 
Fair-strewed  decks  were  destined  to  wear  a  very  different  aspect  with 
the  storm  of  the  next  morning* 

About  midnight  as  already  described,  we  were  skimming  along  gaily 
over  a  smooth  unruffled  silvery  sea,  scarce  an  air  of  wind  to  fill  our  sails, 
and  yet  we  slipped  along  a  good  fl?e  knots;  how  or  by  what  means  no 
man  could  tell,  for  it  is  quito  wonderful  at  times  to  find  your  barkie  in 
the  night  time  take  it  into  her  head,  although  there  does  not  seem  an  air 
stirring,  to  rush  frantically  along  under  some  unseen  influence: — another 
curious  thing  at  sea  is,  that  rarely  does  this  phenomenon  occur  in  the 
day  time.  The  same  serenely  happy  state  of  things  existed  at  4  o^clock 
or  8  beUs  next  morning,  when  it  became  the  owner's  wateh  on  deck ; — 
and  then  we  were  close  under  Bardsey  Island  light,  about  a  couple  of 
miles  to  the  southward,  with  the  wind  at  N.W.,  standing  in  for  the 
light : — all  at  once  came  a  shift  of  wind,  and  more  of  it  from  the  east- 
ward, so  'bout  ship,  with  a  fine  breeze  right  aft  for  Kingstown.  Rarely 
have  I  seen  so  sudden  a  change  in  the  sea;  as  if  by  magic  it  seemed  to 
start  up  and  snarl  defiance  at  us;  our  only  notice  of  its  incivility  being 
to  set  our  big  square-sail  (without  calling  up  the  watch  just  gone  below, 
which  I  ever  took  pride  in  avoiding,)  and  "crack  on  we  went."  Now 
alas!  how  changed  the  scene  b^low:— -the  ladies  nowhere  I  and  the  ladies 
maids  anywhere!  some  might  be  hard-hearted  enough  to  think  that  the 
"  fair  humanizing  influence  ^'  might  now  be  advantageously  dispensed 
with:  we  were  really  cutting  capers,  although  running  before  the  wind; 
but  run  we  did,  for  in  four  hours  just  as  the  devil's  tatoo  was  l)eing  beat 
on  the  fore  scuttle  to  call  the  watch,  or  at  8  o'clock  in  the  n^orning-,  a 
Dublin  pilot  boat  hove  suddenly  in  sight  close  on  our  port  bow,  seen  and 
lost,  and  seen  again  on  the  mountainous  sea  that  was  rising  at  the  time; 
it  ''palled"  us  (as  my  young  skipper  used  to  say,)  to  find  ourselves  in 
a  thick  fog  too,  so  close  to  the  Irish  coast  as  we  now  must  be  in  a  four 
nours'  run  from  Bardsov  Island  on  the  Welsh  side  of  the  Channt-l;  and 
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for  the  spree  of  the  thiog  1  ordered  a  ngnal  to  he  made  for  the  pilot  to 
come  on  hoard;  no  sooner  said  than  done;  and  he  came  flying  over  our 
bulwarks,  jerked  into  as  through  our  mainsail  on  the  top  of  a  big  wave* 
just  as  tho'  he  had  studied  the  trick  of  fljing  through  a  paper  hoop  at 
Astley's.  Our  first  demand  was  "  How  fat  from  the  Kish  lighi-ehip?^ 
for.it  was  as  thick  as  a  hedge.  "  About  tew  miles,''  was  the  reply. 
"  Sure  its  right  ahead  o*  yees,  snrl  ^ 

An  inspection  of  ihe  chart  soon  showed  me  we  had  run  otw  50  knots  in 
four  hours  I  Not  bad  work  for  the  barkiel  bon&fide  timef  and  bonftfide 
mUesI  across  the  tide  too,  so  that  it  was  **  through  die  water  ^  and  do 
mistake.  This  pleased  me  at  the  moment,  as  who  would  not  be  pleased 
to  find  his  crafit  a  fiist  one?  Alas!  alasl  and  so  too  it  might  have  {leased 
that  little  speck  upon  the  waters  which  the  ^Idflower  grazed  and  flun^ 
from  her  saucy  sides  a  few  short  hours  ago!  a  speck!  that  once  had  life! 
the  life  of  an  immortal  soul !  a  speck  that  once  doubtless  trod  a  deck 
as  lightly  and  as  cheerily  as  ere  a  one  of  us,— ^nd  now  !  tis  but  a  ham- 
mock floating  on  the  wayward  billows  with  a  cold  human  hand  stretched 
out  as  if  to  bid  the  passers  by  a  last  adieU;  and  tell  them  what  they  are — 
<<  specks  on  the  ocean  of  life  !  all  drifting  onward  to  eternity! "  It  was 
in  the  skipper's  watch  that  they  had  passed  this  poor  fellow's  body,  and 
then,  as  often  since,  I  have  wondered  what  I  should  have  done  had  I 
known  of  it  in  time,  whether  to  round-to,  and  tow  the  sad  speck  to  land, 
or  leave  it  alone  in  its  ocean  bed!  and  still  I  sometimes  think  tckere  is  it 
now  !  to  which  the  echo  of  the  ''sad  wild  waves"  answers  ''  where!*' 

Two  miles  to  the  Kish  light-ship  and  six  more  to  Kingstown,  made 
only  eight  miles  to  go,  and  for  which  we  took  four  mortal  hours,  just  the 
same  time  we  had  taken  to  run  fiffcy  miles  !  but  so  it  was,  all  of  a  suddea 
the  wind  died  away,  not  so  however  the  swell,  and  if  our  spars  were 
saved  from  being  roUed  out  of  us,  no  ihanlcs  to  Father  Neptune,  who 
seemed  in  a  strange  humour  this  morning  and  evidently  bent  on  mischief; 
but  at  last  about  mid-day  we  entered  Kingstown  harbour,  our  fair  freight 
having  experienced  a  striking  example  of  **  caprice"  in  the  ocean's  mood, 
a  caprice  scarce  unsurpassed  by  that  of  their  own  fiur  sex. 

King^wn  harbour!— that  charming  favourite  rendezvous  of  yachts- 
men, has  been  so  often  described  already,  thi^t  I  am  Saved  this  trouble, 
and  my  reader  the  penance  of  a  repetition  : — ^to  those  who  know  it, 
nothing  need  be  said,  and  to  those  who  know  it  not  I  would  only  say, 
the  sooner  you  drop  your  mud  hook  there  the  better.  If  you  went  **a}\ 
the  world  over"  you  could'nt  meet  with  a  heartier  reception — ^their  yacht 
clubs  are  open  to  you,  their  yachtsmen  with  their  big  Irish  hearts  are 
ever  ready  to  welcome  you, — and  their  lovely  bright  eyed  fair  ones  are 
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ready  to  eoslave  your  heart,  as  Uiey  ever  have  been  siuoe   Erin's  fair 
daughteTB  were  created. 

Would  that  other  yacht  statioos  might  take  m  leaf  out  of  our  hospita- 
ble oaghboun^  hooka  on  this  side  the  ChanneL  I  don't  mean  the  books 
of '^  Erin's  £ur  daughters,"  however  fiuoinating  they  are  to  read;  but 
those  of  Erin's  yachtsmen  and  their  yacht  clubs. 

Scarce  is  your  anchor  let  go  in  Kingstown  harbour,  and  your  number 
made  out  from  the  dubs,  (or  ascertained  by  sending  alongside  in  case 
yon  should  be  so  uncivil  as  not  to  show  your  HunCs  List  number,)  than 
notes  from  the  Royal  St  George's  and  Royal  Irish  Yacht  Clubs  are  left 
OD  board,  politely  informing  you  that  your  name  is  placed  on  their  books 
ss  a  visitor,  to  make  use  of  their  respective  club-houses  for  a  fortnight  I 
Then  there  is— or  at  least  there  was— the  jolly  Royal  Westerns*  dub- 
vsasel — the  old  **  Owen  Glendower,"  whose  decks  were  ever  hospitably 
opened  to,  and  crowded  by  yachtsmen  **  from  far  and  near."  Then  to 
erown  all,  there  is  the  true  Irish  hopitality  venting  itself  in  every  con- 
eeivable  form  that  can  tend  to  make  the  yachtsman's  visit  agreeable; 
flowers  in  exquisite  profusion  for  the  **  fair;" — ^fruit  in  abundance  with 

**  Bweet  Mirawberriet  smothered  in  eraauP 
for  the  cabin  table! — while  even  Jack's  forecastle  is  not  forgotten,  but 
liberally  supplied  with  vegetables. 

Now  it  would  be  an  interesting  statistical  fact  to  know  how  many  of 
these  Irish  gentlemen  have  been  similarly  invited  in  return  by  the  English 
Tacht  Clubs  on  the  Solent,  when  they  happen  to  drop  their  anchor 
abreast  of  them  ?  or  still  more  curioufl  to  know  how  long  a  yacht  might 
ride  abreast  of  the  Squadron  Club  House  at  Cowes,  without  her  owner 
being  asked  any  questions,  or  invited  to  avail  himself  of  the  Club  while 
there  ?  I  once  heard  a  yachtsman  assure  his  friends,  when  this  subject 
of  comparative  hospitality  between  the  Irish  and  English  Yacht  Clubs 
was  discussed,  that  Cowes  was  not  the  inhospitable  place  which  some 
would  make  it  out  to  be,  as  he  had  once  obtained  permission  there  to 
fill  his  water  breakers  at  the  Yacht  Club-house! 

**  Look  on  this  picture  and  on  that" 

As  we  meant  this,  our  first  visit,  to  be  by  no  means  our  last  to  Kings- 
town, we  made  but  a  short  stay,  only  a  few  days  to  wait  for  a  couple 
of  hands  engaged  for  me  in  the  Clyde,  and  who  I  expected  to  be 
bsce  waiting  us;— -no  such  luck,  however,  for  as  I  learned  afterwards, 
although  both  set  out  to  join  our  ship  one  was  '*non  est  inventus,"  and 
the  other  having  got  on  the  spree  on  his  passage  had  fallen  foul  of  the 
steamer's  windlass  for  want  of  a  worthier  antagonist,  and  got  his  arm 
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nearly  knocked  off.  Alas!  for  poor  Jack  !  his  heart  is  strong,  bat  hb 
head  is  weak  I 

Notwithstanding  that  we  were  thus  two  short  of  our  Dumber  we  set 
sail  without  any  additional  hands,  that  is  to  say,  with  four  of  a  crew 
(skipper  included)  and  the  steward,  little  enough  for  a  90  ton  schooner; 
but  it  is  not  always  the  craft  with  the  biggest  crews  that  are  sailed  the 
smartest;  and  if  it  were  possible  to  do  with  two  on  a  watch  I  would,  as 
only  for  a  gig's  crew  I  should  not  really  care  for  more. 

Apropos  of  crews,— much  has  been  said  and  written  on  the  subject^ 
but  not  that  I  can  see  with  any  chance  of  mending  matters.  Jack  is  a 
queer  fish  at  times,  and  yachtsmen  must  be  prepared  to  encounter  diffi- 
culties and  annoyances,  with  a  determination  not  to  be  put  out  about 
them,  but  to  take  things  as  they  come,  and  like  Jack  himself  when  the 
stage  blew  up  at  the  play,  and  sent  him  astride  on  the  chandelier,  think- 
ing it  part  of  the  performance,  and  wondering  ^'what  was  to  come  next;" 
even  so,  must  yachtsmen  take  Jack's  vagaries  as  part  of  the  play,  other- 
wise they  may  chance  to  find  what  they  hoped  to  prove  an  amusing^ 
comedy  turn  out  a  disagreeable  tragedy. 

It  would  be  vain  to  offer  hints  on  this  subject,  no  advice,  no  system 
however  good  in  itself,  can  ever  be  followed  out  with  perfect  suceess,  as 
every  man  has  his  own  way  of  managing  human  nature;  all  I  would 
venture  to  urge  on  intending  yachtsmen  is  to  **  take  the  rough  with  the 
smooth,"  and  not  expect  perfection  in  his  crew. 

Many  a  promising  yachtsman  has  lowered  his  burgee  in  utter  hope- 
lessness and  disgust  from  this  very  cause  alone.  One  friend  I  could  name 
who  did  so  at  the  end  of  his  first  season;— -his  account  was  heartrending, 
from  the  skipper  downwards, — nothing  he  could  try  seemed  to  make 
things  go  smoothly,  verbal  engagements,  articles  signed  under  the  Com- 
mercial Marine  Act,  strictness  or  indulgence,  grog  or  no  grog,-— all 
proved  fruitless,  and  after  having  been  threatened  on  his  own  quarter- 
deck by  one  of  the  crew,  who  added  by  way  of  consolation  that  *'  it 
wouldn't  be  the  first  man's  life  he  had  taken."  My  friend  gave  up 
yachting  in  disgust,  nor  is  he  ever  likely  to  be  induced  to  try  it  again. 

Another  young  friend,  with  a  big  heart  and  a  long  purse,  possessing 
every  requisite  for  the  making  of  as  good  a  yachtsman  as  ever  hoisted  a 
flag,  after  two  seasons'  trial  sold  his  ship,  and  cut  the  '<  Pleasure  Navy," 
not  altogether  on  account  of,  but  mainly  owing  to  his  disgust  at  the  end- 
less trouble  wi^  his  crew.  It  was  during  his  first  season  when  we  were 
lying  together  in  a  French  harbour  (a  dry  one  of  course,  like  most  of 
them,)  alongside  the  wharf,  with  a  couple  of  land  tackles  from  the  mast- 
heads, we  were  parting  for  the  night,  when  I  ventured  the  advice  that 
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my  friend  should  look  well  after  his  anchor  watch  on  deck,  and  inculcate 
strict  attention  to  hauling  in  the  slack  of  the  shore  tackles. 

«  Mj  dear  fellow/*  said  my  friend»  *<  do  you  mean  to  say  that  I  am 
to  pay  high  wages  to  an  experienced  captain  and  a  picked  crew,  yet 
hare  to  look  after  their  business  myself  ?  ^ 

*  Next  morning  the  schooner  was  laying  on  her  beam  ends,  so  that  you 
might  step  firom  her  mastheads  on  to  the  mud  I  And  all  for  the  want 
of  the  trifling  attention  required  in  hauling  taut  the  tackles  as  the  tide 
receded:  and  that  too  on  the  part  of  his  **  mate,"  reckoned  to  be  the 
best  man  on  board. 

As  the  same  thing  had  once  happened  to  myself  and  as  '<  burnt 
bums  dread  the  fire,"  my  caution  of  the  previous  night  was  not  without 
dear  bought  experience;  but  there  was  one  useful  piece  of  information 
learnt  in  this  case  of  my  friend,  that  may  be  worth  noticing  for  the  bene- 
fit of  others  who  may  happen  to  be  similarly  situated,  and  that  was,  that 
the  sharpest  built  craft  may  thus  lay  over  on  her  beam  ends,  and  rise 
on  the  return  of  the  tide  without  any  difficulty  or  injury  to  the  yessel, 
a  pull  on  a  powerful  tackle  or  two  as  the  water  begins  to  ]ih  her,  and 
she  is  soon  all  right  again.  Had  I  known  this  when  a  similar  occur- 
renoe  happened  to  my  own  vessel  in  the  same  harbour  a  year  or  two 
before^  (an  account  of  which  will  appear  in  another  chapter,)  I  might 
have  been  saved  much  trouble  and  anxiety,  but  in  yachting  more  per- 
haps than  in  any  thing  else,  **  txperienHa  docet^^^'-^hud  to  our  cost  tool 
as  we  all  more  or  less  experience  in  a  life  tim^^the  only  difficulty  being 
to  nerve  oneself  against  the  too  frequent  indulgence  in  the'  **  luxury  of 
ease"  by  yachtsmen,  which  if  they  were  wise,  and  wished  thoroughly  to 
enjoy  their  sport,  they  would  leave  ashore  to  the  indulgence  of  those 
*'  Ltmdtmen  of  England  who  live  at  home  at  ease." 

I  remember  once  carrying  this  principle  out  to  an  extent  that  lefk  me 
for  a  time  the  sole  oceupani  of  my  deck  without  one  sbgle  hand  on 
board  ;  and  the  very  day  too  on  which  we  were  to  have  sailed  for  a  long 
cruise.  It  was  after  our  return  from  a  "  stores  trip"  to  Guernsey,  during 
which  we  had  not  had  time  to  stow  away  under  lock  and  key,  and  con- 
sequently a  considerabe  portion  of  the  wine  was  temporarily  packed  in 
open  lockers,  with  instructions  not  to  have  it  stowed  away  until  my  return 
to  the  ship  from  an  absence  of  some  days  ashore.  On  returning  I  found 
that  three^of  the  crew  were  poorly  from  English  cholera  and  in  their 
hammocks,  all  of  them  it  appeared  having  had  a  turn  of  the  same  attack: 
not  doubting  the  truth  of  this,  I  was  soon  in  the  forecastle  myself  admin- 
istering doses  of  hot  brandy  punch  and  cinnamon  bark,  carefully  explain- 
ing to  each  that  they  must  sip  the  former  slowly  with  a  stick  of  the  latter, 
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promifling  them  a  speedy  cure  and  really  expressiog  anxiety  on  their 
account; — and  now  for  the  loose  wine  being  stowed  away, — but  alaa  ! 
there  was  but  little  to  stow  I  it  had  all  been  done  already  !  and  dontf  so 
effectually  that  it  could  not  be  found  anywhere  1  Here  was  a  key  to 
the  choleratic  attack,  which  had  so  greatly  excited  my  commiseration, 
and  called  forth  my  Esculapean  prescriptions.  Now  this,  as  Brother 
Jonathan  would  say,  fairly  "  riled  "  me;  still  I  put  heavy  weights  on  the 
valves  of  my  high  pressure  wraih,— thought  twice  'ere  I  should  send 
away  as  good  a  crew  as  ever  trod  a  yacht's  deck,  (for  such  was  my 
first  impression,)  and  communicating  my  discovery  to  the  skipper,  told 
him  I  should  expect  within  ten  minutes  a  full  acknowledgement  on  the 
part  of  the  crew  as  to  who  was  the  ringleader,  if  any,  in  the  theft, — 
reserving  to  myself  for  future  consideration  how  to  deal*with  the  matter. 
Instead,  however,  of  die  expected  acknowledgement,  I  received  an  indig- 
nant  denial  of  the  whole  crew.  This  had  well  nigh  put  an  end  to  any 
further  negodation,  but  determined  not  to  act  haMy^  if  I  acted ^rm/y, 
I  called  all  hands  af^  and  still  finding  the  same  reeolution  amongst  them 
not  to  give  up  the  culprit  I  said,  taking  out  my  watch,  **  I  give  yon  five 
minutes  to  consider,  and  if  at  the  end  of  that  time  you  do  not  bring  me 
the  name  of  whoever  it  was  that  commenced  your  wholesale  theft  of  ray 
wine,  I  shall  look  upon  all  of  you  alike  as  thieves^  and  send  yoja  every 
man  over  the  ship's  mde." 

And  I  kept  my  word,  for  in  lets  Uian  half  an  hour,  I  sent  the  whole 
erew  out  of  the  vessel  in  a  shore  boat  that  lay  cl<ise  alongside,  and  left 
myself  the  only  human  being  on  board.  Before  the  evening  however, 
I  had  shipped  another  crew,  and  sailed  a  few  hours  later  than  I  origi- 
nally intended. 

It  was  a  lovely  morning,  that  on  which  we  sHpped  awuy  from  Kings- 
town with  scarce  a  breath  of  wind  to  waft  us  on  our  way,  so  that  it  waa 
just  as  the  evening  began  to  close  in  that  we  found  ourselves  off  the  south 
end  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  intending  to  have  stopped  the  night  in  DouglaA 
harbour.  However^  the  night  looked  so  fine,  and  a  fair  breeze  springs 
ing  up,  our  course  was  quickly  shif^;  and  we  were  steering  for  the 
Clyde,  with  every  prospect  of  breakfasting  in  Scottish  waters,  if  not  on 
Scottish  land  on  the  following  morning.  A  curious  phenomenon  ap- 
peared this  night  in  the  shape  of  a  huge  black  doud  that  nearly  filled 
the  hemisphere,  and  seemed  to  travel  towards  us  with  a  rapid  and 
threatening  aspect  that  made  us  call  all  hands,  and  ^<  stand  by  sheets 
and  halliards,"  every  moment  expectmg  the  angry  squall  to  break  upon 
us;— it  came  close  to  us  wiih  a  rushmg  noise  too,  that  made  us  sure  of 
<<  having  it:''— in  a  trice  the  Wildflower  was  stripped  and  snog,  come  what 
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might;  but  to  our  great  and  agreeable  surprise,  nothiDg  came  except 
t  fine  strong  single  reef  breeze,  that  sent  us  flying  at  our  old  twelve 
'knot  pace  so  soon  as  vre  got  our  curtailed  wings  spread,  and  the  cloud 
went  OTer  our  heads  to  threaten  some  less  saucy  craft,  and  perhaps 
■strHii^  some  less  wide*awake  crew. 

Although  we  did  not  quite  breakficist  on  old  Scotia^s  land,  at  any  rate 
we^did  80  in  sight  of  it,  being  close  alongside  the  old  **  Craig  of  Ailsa,'* 
and  by  mid-day  we  were  rounding  the  north  end  of  Holy  Island,  after 
receiTing  a  salute  in  the  shape  of  a  gust  of  wind  off  the  land  that  sent 
us  spinning  on  our  beam  ends  as  though  some  invisible  gigantic  air 
gun  had  been  discharged  at  us  from  the  top  of  the  island,  for  there  was 
not  a  ripple  on  the  water,  and  not  much  more  than  wind  enough  going, 
to  bring  us  into  Lamlash  Harbour,  where  we  S'>on  dropped  our  anchor 
to  take  its  first  bite  in  Scotch  ground,  close  abreast  of  the  silently 
romantic  Ullage  of  Lamlash,  with  the  mountain  peaks  of  Arran  for  its 
bsck  ground^  and  the  lofty  Goatfell  towering  above  all.  It  is  a  sweet 
calm  spot,  primitive  looking  in  the  extreme,  while  the  harbour  is  a  good 
one,  being  completely  sheltered  by  the  Holy  Isle.  All  on  board  were 
highly  delighted  with  this  their  first  peep  at 

••The  land  of  cakes;" 
or  as  they  call  it  further  norih 

"Tlr  na  bheann,  nan  glean,  s'na  bonnich."* 

For  myself  it  was  nothing  new  to  look  on  the  '^dear  land  of  my  birth;** 
these  selfsame  peaks  of  Arran  were  with  me  as  "household  gods,^  having 
looked  upon  them,  tho'  from  afar,  for  every  day  of  my  life  during  its  first 
twenty  yean  1  Ah  I  what  *' reminiscences  a  sight  of  them  now  after 
years  of  absence  brings  crowding  **  on  the  memory  of  the  past," — remi- 
niscences" so  dear,  so  bright,  and  so  happy  that  they  can  well  bear  the 
light  of  the  heart  I-»as  to  the  sad  ones — for  there  must  alas  be  such—- 
they  too  come  sadly  and  with  heavy  wing  ^  o'er  the  spirit  of  one's 
dream,"— -entwined  as  ihey  are  with  the  heartstrings  of  youth's  early 
affections,  our  only  wonder  is  that  the  rude  snapping  of  them  asunder 
by  the  loss  of  those  to  whom  our  young  hearts  fondly  clung  as  tho'  for 
ever,  should  not  altos^ther  break  the  heart  which  they  have  wrung  bo 
bitterly! 

Sudi  I  remember  well  were  my  thoughts  of  the  past, — the  happy 
ones  of  my  earlier  years,— and  the  sad  ones  too^  which 
••  Grief  with  heavy  wing  hath  shaded;" 
IS  I  paced  for  awhile  mkme  the  silent  solitary  deck  of  the  Wildflower,  in 

*  *«Iiand  of  the  mountains,  of  glens,  and  of  cakes." 
HO.  I — 2. — ^VOL.  VU.  * 
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the  still  solemn  silence  of  the  night,  and  in  sight  of  monntain  peaks 
whose  profiled  outline  was  engraven  on  my  heart  from  childhood's  ear- 
liest years. 

Next  day,  being  Sanday,  we  kept  our  anchor  down,'and  after  attend- 
ing service  in  the  quaint  little  church  of  Lamlash,  we  drove  across  a 
paw  of  the  island  to  Brodick  bay,  and  walked  through  the  prettily 
wooded  romantic  grounds  of  Brodick  castle.  In  this  bay  there  is  good 
anchorage  with  westerly  winds,  but  it  is  nothing  to  compare  to  Lamlash 
as  a  harbour  of  refuge. 

On  Monday  morning  we  started,  with  the  gig  ahead  however,  to  tow 
us  out  of  the  harbour,  as  there  was  no  wind ;  still  we  contrived^to  creep 
onwnrds  along  the  beautiful  coast  of  the  island  ;^!,before  leaving  which, 
to  make  amends  for  the  melancholy  strain^of  last  night's*meditations,  I 
may,  perhaps,  as  well  recount  an  adventure  of  a  friend  of  mine  "  in  these 
parts"  years  ago,  before  he  had  become  what  he  is  now — a  well-known 
thoik)cigh  yachtsman  of  the  *' right  sort,"  as  many  of  the  old  "Royal 
Northerns  **  are  to  this  day;— -but  his  yam  being^somewhat  lengthy,  be 
must  spin  it  in  the  next  chapter. 


CHAPTER  V. 

A  BROTHEB  TACHTSMAN's  TARW— I^CnFYHa— THB  CRINAR  OAKAL— Om  TACBT 
CLUB  BHOnOH— nrVERABT, 

And  now  for  my  friend's  yarn;  not  that  I  can*pretend  to  spin  it  in  the 
same  graphic  style  that  he  himself  does,  but]  as^  near  as  I  can  come  to 
his  own  words — ^here  goes: — 

My  friend  M— -  "  loquitur/* 

**  I  was  sweet  eighteen,  a  year  younger*than  my  friend  A  "when, 
in  order  the  better  to  prepare  us  for  our  intended  professions  and  future 
career  in  life,  it  was  desirable  that  we  should  both  be  sent  to  work,  as 
practical  mechanics  for  a  few  months,  and  it  was  while  thus  employed^ 
greatly  to  our  delight  and  amusement,  that  we  Were  busy  at  some 
government  works  on  which  a  number  of  men  were  occupied  sometimes 
in  one  place  and  sometimes  in  another : — we  had  but  shortly  before 
shifted  our  quarters,  and  jolly  quarters  they  were  too; — our  new  ones 
promised  but  little  amusement,  as  they  were  near  to  nothing  more  lively 
than  a  small  wild  country  village,  where  we  were  likely,  as  We  thought, 
to  be  "trisCe  d/aire  peur/'  and  in  order  to  get  through  this  unpleasant 
state  of  things  as  agreeably  as  possible,  my  friend  and  myself  occasion- 
ally took  our  fishing  rods  in  hand,  after  a  hard  day*s  work  (from  aix 
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to  six  ndodf  leas  tvo hours  for  breakfast  aud dinner,) and  between  our  ram- 
bles and  our  pipes  we  contrived  to  keep  ennui  at  a  respectful  distance. 

^  It  was  during  one  of  these  fishing  rambles  of  an  eyening  that  we 
saw  before  as  a  couple  of  damsels  carrying  a  basket  of  clothes.  '  I'l) 
bet  acvewn  I  jump  over  that  basket'  ^Done,'  said  my  friend;  and 
» iiCa  trice  I  was  over  the  basket,  maidens  and  all  I  much  to  their  horror 
and  eonstemation,  as  duly  attested  by  their  united  screech*  To  make 
for  tfais^  we  both  volunteered  our  services^  not  however,  I  am 
i  to  say,  before  we  had  discovered  that  our  friends  were  unmis- 
tskeably  handsome:  and  soon  we  were  installed  in  the  ci^acity  of  male 
wasberwomen,  carrying  the  basket,  and  chatting  away  with  the  demsels, 
who  as^sooQ  as  we  had  reached  the  river  side  relieved  us  of  our  burden, 
and  joined  a  third  maiden,  who  was  there  busily  engaged  in  washing 
noder  a  sort  of  shed  or  extempore  washfaouse,  where  a  caukjron  was 
boiliffg  over  a  joUy  fire,  with  various  adjuncts  or  belongings,  to  a  sort 
of  Cunily  wa^ng  place. 

**Our  presence  didn*t  seem  at  all  to  embarras  the  three  nymphs  in 
their  several  occupations,  so  finding  that  to  be  the  case,  we  lighted  our 
pipes  and  abandoning  all  thoughts  of  fishing,  having  for  this  evening, 
'other  fish  to  hy\  sat  down  to  enjoy  our  iete-d-iete,  with  an  occasional 
helping  hand  in  the  important  work  going  on. 

'^  We  had  now  time  to  look  around  us,  and  to  say  that  these  three 
girls  were  pretty,  would  be  doing  them  injustice,  they  were  beautitul; 
pariicvJarly  our  two  friends  of  bas^ket  acquaintance,  who  were  dark, 
brilliant  eyed,  and  rose  complexioued  beauties;  the  other  fair  haired  and 
blue  eyed,  altho'  ail  three  were  sisters,  the  latter  beinpr  the  eldest,  and 
ss  we  learned  always  at  work  indoors,  while  the  two  youngest  Uebes 
veie  dairymaids,  reminding  me  at  the  time  of  a  dear  old  Gselic  song 
sddressed  to  this  latter  class  of  highland  beauties,  and  which  you  may 
be  sure  I  have  thought  all  the  dearer  since « 

*'  Chaillean  dhuin,  na  ghnalan  rhe 
Nidheann  don,  na  ghaalan  rlie» 
Chaillean  dhuio,  ha  ris  na  sf.re 
G'nn  dhug  mi  spes  da'n  bhannerich."* 

Here  was  a  charming  lot  to  choose  from,  for  it  seemed  quite  "nat'ral 
like,"  as  Jonathan  would  say  that  a  choice  by  my  friend  and  myself  was 
iadispensable.     For  my  part  I  must  confess  I  was  at  no  loss  from  the 

•  "  Dark-eyed  girls,  with  smooth  haired  brows 
Daughters  fair,  with  smooth  haired  brows, 
Dark -eyed  girls,  who  tend  the  cows 
My  blessings  on  the  dairymaids/* 
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first,  the  youngest  was  to  my  mind,  out-and-out  the  prettiest,  the  dar- 
lingest,  and  most  lovable-est  of  the  three,  and  had  there  for  a  moment 
been  any  doubts  on  the  subject,  that  doubt  would  have  been  quickly 
dispeUed  when  my  bright  Hebe  mounted  her  'tub'  and  petticoat  in  hand 
commenced  ^tramping  the  clothes !  *  I  made  a  sketch  on  the  spot, 
which  I  still  treasure,  although  those  pretty  features,  and  sweetly 
rounded  limbs,  needed  no  limner^s  art  to  make  them  indellible  with  me; 
besides  too  this  choice  of  'face  and  form,'  there  was  another  *  settler ' 
in  the  shape  of  a  bright  glance  from  the  eye  that  seemed  to  come  warm 
firom  the  heart,  as  if  to  say  '  that's  settled/  and  so  it  was. 

"  My  friend's  choice  seemed  to  be  quite  as  agreeably  settled  between 
himself  and  the  H'other  sweet  charmer,'  evidently  shewing  that  *  dairy- 
muds'  were  in  the  ascendant;  and  after  finding  out  (by  mere  accident  of 
course)  the  time  of  the  evening  at  which  our  friends  were  usually  en- 
gaged in  their  bucolic  occupations,  we  reluctantly  parted,  under  a  tolera- 
ble certiunty  however  of  seeing  them  (our  two  signoritas  at  least)  ere 
another  four-and-twenty  hours  passed  away. 

"  '  No  fear  now '  we  thought,  as  we  returned  to  our  lodging»— '  no 
fear  now  of  death  from  ennui;'  and  neither  there  was,  for  next  evening^ 
found  us  like  true  knights,  keeping  our  engagements  with  the  two 
lovely  dairymaids,  and  never  were  cows  so  much  made  of  in  all  their 
bom  days, — they  were  foddered,  and  bedded,  and  patted,  and  made  of 
to  an  extent  that  these  docile  and  usefrd  animals  never  were  before  in 
the  history  of  their  kind.  It  was  quite  a  picture  I  assure  you,  was  that 
long  building  with  at  least  a  score  of  cows  in  it;  ptunfully  clean  and 
whitewashed  round  its  walls,  while  the  well  cared  for  animals  were 
tended  by  a  couple  of  fairy-like  forms,  with  very  large,  very  dark,  and 
very  affectionate  looking  eyes ;  and  these  again  in  turn  were  waited 
on  by  two  sturdy  mechanics,  whose  assiduities  and  attentions  to  the 
dumb  animals  no  doubt  it  was,  which  found  them  favour  in  the  eyes  of 
those  dear  warm-hearted  maidens. 

In  this  charmingly  agreeable  manner  a  week  had  passed  away  since 
we  first  jumped  over  the  basket;  and  we,  ue,  the  happy  quartette,  were 
one  evening,  as  usual,  busily  engaged  in  foddering,  milking,  and  flirting. 
Rate,  the  younger,  but  taller  of  the  two,  and  my  peculiar  guardian  angel 
into  the  bargain,  was  in  the  act  of  milking  '  Crummnie,'  sitting  on  a 
three-legged  stool, — I  sat  at  her  fe^^t,  I  mean  Kate's  feet,  with  one  arm 
round  her  slender  waist,  and  the  other  I  can't  say  exactly  where,-— when 
we  were  suddenly  startled  by  a  slamming  of  the  door  at  one  end  of  the 
house,  as  if  some  one  had  entered.  Kate  leant  round  to  look,  but  no 
sooner  did  so  than  she  screamed  afid  tumbled  right  over  me,  milk,  three- 
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legged  stool  and  all,-^but  quickly  recovenDg  herself  she  gave  me  a 
Tigoroas  tmn  or  two  over  on  mj  side,  which  soon  rolled  me  up  under 
Crammnie's  no0e,*and  whispering  in  my  ear  *  Father.'  I  was  covered  in 
8  trice  with  newly  cut  cWer,  that  I  had  omitted,  by-the-way,  to  put  up 
into  poor  Cmmmnie's  rack,  being  as  I  have  already  admitted  otherwise 
engaged. 

"  *  What  ever  's  the  matter  with  thee,  lasrie,*  said  a  voice  that  was 
new,  and  by  no  means  agreeable  to  me. 

** '  Only  the  jaud  baa  kicked  me  and  knocked  the  bicker  ower.' 

"  *  Nae  wonder  pnir  thing,'  was  the  reply,  'for  there^s  ne'er  a  straw 
o'  dover  in  her  rack;  ye  should  aye  fodder  afore  ye  milk,  lassie.'  Say- 
ing which  the  paternal  steps  were  close  at  my  side,  and  how  to  act  in 
the  predicament  was  more  than  mortal  man  so  situate<f  could  decide. 

^  Kate,  with  the  ready  tact  of  her  dear  sex,  assured  her  father  *  it 
was  not  Crummnie,  butdiat  nasty  black  jaud  in  the  next  stall  that  came 
in  yestreen.     Look  at  her  father,  and  try  what  you  can  do  with  her.' 

"  But  this  ruse  didn't  seem  effectual,  for  the  papa  having  stepped  out  of 
die  stall  for  a  second  returned  with  a  pitchfork  to  throw  the  clover  into 
Cmmmnie^s  rack; — another  second  and  it  would  have  been  in  my  ribs! 
But  drawing  myself  up  a  little  into  one  comer,  I  found  a  small  aperture 
in  the  wooden  division  between  the  stalls,  and  quick  as  thought  wriggled 
myself  through  it,  just  in  time  to  save  being  spitted  and  made  food  for 
cows— if  not  for  worms.  Finding  myself  in  another  box  whete  however 
there  was  no  clover  to  get  under,  I  took  bravely  to  my  heels,  and  was 
outside  the  door  before  the  papa  was  done  with  what  he  had  taken  in 
hand.     Outside  I  found  my  friend  A  who  was  in  great  distress  about 

me,  but  without  the  means  of  rendering  any  assistance, — he  himself 
having  had  a  somewhat  riniilar  escape,  although  how  it  was  effected  he 
seemed  totally  unable  to  explain. 

**  We  were  soon  off  the  premises,  and  it  was  that  same  evening  as  we 
sauntered  home,  we  saw  an  open  carriage  with  a  pair  of  spanking  greys 
come  dashing  along  the  road  behind  us,  which  soon  passed  and  pulled  up, 

for  its  fair  occupant  Mrs. recognised  us;  she  was  on  her  way  she 

ggid  to  ■  Hall  with  her  charming  daughter  to  spend  a  few  days, 

and  made  us  promise  we  should  come  next  'evening  to  be  introduced, 
we  must  be  sure  to  come  early  too  as  they  were  going  to  a  Farmer's 
harvest  home,  fic^om  which  they  expected  great  amusement;  and  after 
scolding  us  for  not  having  made  her  aware  of  our  being  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  that  she  might  have  made  us  acquainted  with  her  friends 
at  — ~— -  Hall,  the  carriage  drove  on  and  we  were  soon  at  home, 
congratulating  ourselves  on  our  lucky  escape. 
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"  Next  evenbg  we  were  moat  kindly  reoeiyed  at  the  haU|  aod  of  course 
metamorphosed  in  dresa  for  the  first  time  since  our  avocations  called  us 
to  this  part  of  the  country.  We  soon  set  out  for  the  haryest  home  gai- 
eties, and  I  must  say  that  when  we  found  our  steps  were  being  directed 
to  the  identical  &rm-housei  with  whose  outbuildings  we  were  so  well 
acquainted,  my  friend  A  and  myself  felt  as  though   we  should 

prefer  assisting  the  fair  milkmaids  in  their  evening's  work  to  joining  the 
revelries  in  the  big  house  itself.  N^imporie,  it  was  but  one  evening 
lost,  and  our  party  were  soon  ushered  into  a  large  baronial  looking  hall 
full  of  guly  dressed  folks,  a  band  of  <^  two  blind  fiddlers^"  and  the  young 
ones  tripping  it  gaily  on  the  *'  light  fantastic." 

"  Our  host,  a  portly,  well  dressed  farmer,  was  there  tp  welcome  ua, 
and  to  thank  the  ■■  party  for  honouring  his  harvest  home  with  their 
august  presence. 

**  *  But,  Mr.  ■  ■  ■  where  are  your  pretty  daughters?  my  young  frittoidB 
here  must  dance  with  them.' 

** '  They'll  be  here  directly  ma'm,  and  «  ■  ■'  *  Here  lassies,  here's 
the  leddies  frae  the  Hall  speering  for  you.' 

*<  At  that  moment  two  young  girls  approached,  and  with  as  mueh 
grace  as  the  Hall  ladies  themselves,  altbo'  but  the  farmer's  daughters: 
how  charmiug  they  looked  as  they  came  up  to  our  party  flushed  from  tb^ 
dance!  but  deeper  still  flushed  their  lovely  cheeks,  and  wildly  sparkled 

their  brilliant  eyes,  as  they  met  those  of  my  friend  A and  myself; 

they  were  bewildered  and  so  were  we  I  such  a  resemblancel  and  yet  im- 
possible! that  our  fair  milkmiuds  could  so  magically  be  transformed  into 
forms  like  these!  What  can  this  mystery  be?  thought  I.  '  O  cracky,' 
whispered  my  friend;  but  there  was  no  time  to  solve  the  mystery  at 
that  moment,  for  they  had  to  attend  to  their  guests,  and  we  were  left 
in  a  state  of  obfuscation  as  to  how  this  would  turn  out. 

*^  We  hadn't  long  to  wait  however,  as  the  fair  ones  soon  returned,  and 
at  one  mutual  glance  we  recognized  each  other  I  they  were  indeed  our 
milkmaid  friends  from  whom  we  were  so  unceremoniously  parted  the 
evening  before  I  their  glances  were  at  first  fiill  of  reproach,  and  their 
words  were  no  kinder,  but  like  true  women  as  they  were,  they  soon 
forgave  us;  altho^  heaven  knows  whether  tpe  hadn't  the  most  to  forgive. 
We  soon  made  it  all  up  however,  and  danced  *  right  merriUe'  together 
that  evening.  Alas!  that  it  should  be  our  last!  but  from  that  day  till 
this  we  never  met  again,  as  my  friend  A  and  myself  left  the  next 

day.  You  will  think  perhaps  that  our  hearts  must  have  turned  to  stone, 
we  steeled  them  thenceforth  it  is  true;  we  did  so  in  purpose,  and  whether 
right  or  wrong,  we  did  it  for  the  best." 
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So  now  once  more  to  our  eruiie  ;  we  were  slowly  wending^  our  way 
op  Loch  Pyne,  and  having  heen  becalmed  all  night  off  the  Cumbraes  we 
made  small  progreas  till  the  next  morning,  when  we  enjoyed  the  luxury 
of  bKwJffMtittg  on  Loch  Fyne  fresh  herrings;  a  small  supply  of  which 
we  were  *^  graciously  pleased'^  to  accept  from  some  fishermen,  who  in 
turn  were  equaUy  <* pleased"  to  accept  our  grog,  and  towards  erening 
we  brought  to  off  the  mouth  of  the  Crinan  Canal. 

This  inland  navigation  or  ship  canal  originally  I  believe  constructed 
by  a  company,  chiefly  composed  of  Highland  proprietor8,*is  now,  and  has 
for  many  years  been  in  the  possession  of  Government,  and  methinks 
therefore  it  would  be  but  a  small  matter  if  yachts  were  eacempted  from 
dues  in  passing  through  it;— ^or,  as  I  have  casually  mentioned  in  a  pre- 
vious pftft  of  oor  <^  Sommer^s  Cruise,"  if  we  are  supposed  to  be  relieved 
from  pott  charges,  %e.,  in  all  Government  harbours,  surely  the  same 
should  be  the  ease  here-^not  that  the  dues  are  heavy,  far  from  it»  being 
only  one  penny  per  ton  per  mile,  or  nine-pence  per  ton  for  passing  from 
isa  to  soa;"  but,  suoh  a  privilege  among^  the  very  few  we  possess,  might 
well  be  ooaferred  by  government^  to  whom  it  appears  to  me  an  applioa- 
tion  should  be  made  on  the  subject 

Our  i&tetitioa  was  to  have  tdcen  the  canal  route,  and  cruised  further 
to  the  Bofdi,  but  on  fiading  by  measurement  of  the  locks  (of  which 
there  are  as  many  as  fifteen  to  pass  through,)  that  we  should  scaroe 
have  an  inch  to  spare  in  length  even  with  topping  or  unshipping  our 
main«boom,  I  made  up  my  mind  not  to  incur  the  chance  of  accidents, 
and  perhaps  the  loss  of  some  of  our  copper  in  th6  sudden  rocky  turns  at 
the  west  end  of  the  canal,  so  ai^r  a  day  or  two  spent  in  land  cruises, 
and  in  the  pleasure  of  having  some  friends  on  board,  we  set  sail  for  a  run 
up  Loch  Fyne  to  Inverary,  and  gave  up  the  western  part  of  our  cruise, 
the  more  so  as  we  had  still  the  Clyde  to  visit,  and  get  back  in  time  for 
tiie  Ringstowii  Regatta. 

Apropos  of  Regattas ;'— It  was  nearly  on  the  very  spot  where  we  were 
now  anchored  thAt  a  good  half  score  years  before  was  moored  the  Com- 
modore's yacht,  and  a  goodly  assemblage  of  clippers  around  her,  at  a 
rsgatta  given  here  under  the  auspices  of  the  Royal  Northern  Yacht  Club; 
*^hat  was  "  in  the  good  old  times"  when  yachtsmen  fraternised,  and 
the  very  yachts  themselves  seemed  to  know  each  other ;  for  in  those 
days  they  sailed  in  fleet  from  one  place  to  another,  and  the  Commodore's 
broad  pennant  which  led  the  van,  was  then  of  somewhat  further  use  than 
merely  to  figure  in  Hunt^s  List  I  can  well  remember  on  the  evening 
before  the  Regatta  making  one  of  a  gig's  merry  crew  who  made  the 
round  of  the  assembled  crafty  with  every  one  of  whom  there  was  some- 
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thing  or  other  to  saj — when  close  to  one  clipper  entered  for  the  morrow'g 
contest,  she  was  hailed  with — 

" ahoj!" 

Bat  all  seemed  to  have  turned  in  for  the  night,  for  it  was  not  until 
repeated  that  the  hail  was  answered  hy  a  sleepy 

«  Hilol " 

«  Is  Mr. on  board?  " 

*•  He's  gone  to  bed,  sir.** 

"  Then  you  must  waken  him; — say  that  the  secretary  wants  to  see 
him  about  the  race  tomorrow;  for  if  he  doesn't,  you  wont  be  able  to  run.'* 

The  owner  soon  made  an  appearance  on  deck  in  his  night  gear,  and 
anxiously  enquired  what  was  the  matter. 

**  Only,"  said  one  of  the  gig's  merry  crew;  "  that  the  secretary  took 
the  sun's  altitude  to-day,  and  found  your  topmast  too  taunt  by  three 
inches!  So  you  must  have  it  cut  to  regulation  length  before  you  ran 
tomorrow  I  *' 

And  off  the  gig  dashed  to  another  racer,  where  being  wide-awake, 
they  were  only  hailed  with  a  mild  request  *'  to  be  so  kind  as  take  a  reef 
in  their  bowsprit  and  give  us  room  to  pass! " 

**  Oh!  the  merry  days,  the  merry  days  when  we  were  young." 

And  are  the  days  we  live  in  now  too  ^'fiMt,'*— our  clippers  too  ewifk,— 
or  our  yachtsmen  too  much  pressed  for  time,  that  we  should  noTor  ''haul 
our  foresheet  to  windward''  now  and  then,  and  fraternise  a  fitUe  more, 
as  they  were  wont  to  do  in  '* dl|ys  gone  by"!  I  do  not  say  itis  so,  — 
but  only  like  the  Cannie  Soot  "  if  it  be  so,"  I  would  attribute  any  (ailing 
off  in  the  <'  fraternity"  of  yachtsmen  to  the  interminable  dirersity  of 
Yacht  Clubs  into  which  the  clubs  of  the  United  Kingdom  hare  been 
diluted.  Some  twenty  Royal  Yacht  Clubs  for  Great  Britain!  The 
thing  is  preposterous:— why  not  amalgamate,  and  let  there  be  but  One 
Ydchi  Club,  with  one  burgee,  one  ensign,  and  one  Commodore?  instead 
of  some  twenty  clubs,  as  many  burgees  and  no  end  of  Commodores, 
Vices,  and  Rears; — ^then  indeed  we  should  have  a  Yacht  Club  of  the 
right  stamp,  united  as  its  members  would  be  under  one  head  and  ani- 
mated with  one  object,  viz :  the  perfection  and  wel&re  of  our  *'  Pleasure 
Navy."  Have  as  many  branches  or  local  clubs  as  you  please,  but  only 
one  heady  and  one  heart,  one  standard  to  rally  under;  and  then  hurrah 
for  the  "  United  Pleasure  Navy"  of  England.  It  must  come  to  this 
some  time  or  other,  and  the  Royal  Thames  bids  bit  to  keep  the  lead, 
and  be  in  time  The  Club, 

The  sail  from  Loch  Gilp,  or  the  month  of  the  Crinan  canal  up  Loch 
Fyne  to  Inverary  is  exceedingly  picturesque;  gradually  contracting  in 
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width  M  yoa  get  more  to  the  head  of  the  loeh,  and  the  hills  riiing  more 
aod  more  abnipt  and  lofty  from  the  water^s  edge,  until  arrired  off  the 
town  of  loTeraiy,  yoa  are  completely  suirounded  by  lofty  and  romaatie 
looking  hilby  with  the  beaatiftil  Glen-an  opening  to  liewg  and  at  the 
foot  of  the  ijuaint-lookiog  Dunnaquaichy  the  modem  castle  of  Lareraryt 
tiie  seat  of  his  Graoe  the  Doke  of  Argyl,  and  tho'  last»  not  least  iater- 
estiDg  the  picturesque  little  town  itself  with  its  white  houses  and  ohuioh 
ipiffe,  embosomed  in  fine  woods  and  lofty  back  grounds. 

The  same  evening  we  arriyed  saw  us  on  the  summit  of  Dunnaquaioh, 
and  so  quickly  was  the  ascent  aooomplished,  that  on  our  return  the 
kdge-keeper  at  the  castle  gate,  close  to  the  town,  would  scarcely  credit 
that  we  had  been  to  the  topi  .Cautiously  saying  that  ir  we  had^  "  be 
didna  think  hersel  couM  ha  gaen  up  to  the  yera  tap  and  cam  doon  agttn 
in  the  same  time.'*  This,  howererj  was  most  distinctly  combated  by 
one  of  the  "fair  Wildflower^s'*  who  had  accompanied  us  in  our  n^id  ram* 
ble,  thinking  as  she  did  that  the  highlander^s  "  kenel**  had  reference  to 
her  own  pedestrian  performances,  and  indicated  a  doubt  on  our  reracity. 

But  the  day's  exertions  were  not  at  an  end  with  our  return  from  Dun* 
D^uaich ;  for  in  the  evening  we  had  the  Duke's  piper  on  board  in  full 
higfaUmd  costume,  playing  pibrochs  and  reels,  to  the  latter  of  which 
the  crew  **  tripped  it  ^  blithely  on  the  deck  till  a  late  hour. 

Next  day,  Sunday,  we  attended  the  parish  church,  and  the  day  foU 
lowing  we  set  sail  again,  instead  of  driving  across  the  hills  by  Lochawe 
to  Oban,  kc,  as  we  should  have  done,  had  we  sent  the  yacht  through 
the  Crinan  Canal  as  originally  intended,  and  once  more  we  were  slip- 
ping swiftly  along,  bound  for  the  Clyde. 


A  NEW  DINGHY  FOR  SMALL  YACHTS. 

All  sulers  of  small  yachts  (by  which  I  mean  decked  boats  of  from  5  to 
10  tons)  know  the  inconvenience  of  lugging  about  with  them  that  in- 
dispensable appendage  called  a  *<  dinghy"  during  a  cruise.  If  it  be 
towed  astern,  it  retards  considerably  the  yacht's  progress,  and  at  sea  is 
spt  to  get  swamped,  while  if  it  be  lukuled  on  deck  it  takes  up  so  much 
room  as  to  interfere  with  the  working  of  the  vessel,  besides  which  it  adds 
to  her  top  weight,  and  presents  a  most  unsightly  appearance. 

Many  plans  have  been  proposed  for  remed)nng  these  evils.  We  have 
•sen  boats  constructed  very  ingeniously  of  iron  plates  joined  together 
with  strips  of  leather,  aod  oontrived  to  fold  up  and  stow  away  in  very 
nsU  compass;  othen  of  waterproof  obth  made  to  inflate;  others  of 
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wood  firames  covered  with  waterproof  olotli,  also  made  to  fold  up  aod 
occupy  small  space,  but  all  these  contrivances  are  proved  to  be  prac- 
tically useless  for  dinghies. 

The  plan  I  am  about  to  submit  to  you  (though  possibly  it  may  be 
classed  by  some  among  the  failures  I  have  above  alluded  to,)  appears 
to  me  to  offer  fewer  objections  to  practical  use  than  any  which  have 
fidlen  under  my  notice.  It  cannot  be  distinguished  externally  from  any 
other  boat,  it  has  no  cloth  or  leather  joints  to  get  out  of  order  when  laid 
up,  and  it  certainly  cannot  collapse,  or  sink  if  full  of  water. 

It  is  constructed  as  follows: — Two  boards  (I)  forming  each  one  half  of 
the  keel,  stem,  and  stern-post)  are  cut  to  the  length  of  the  boat,  and 
sufficiently  wide  to  reach  from  the  keel  to  the  thwarts  (thus  forming  a 
double  btdkheetd  from  one  end  of  the  boat  to  the  other.)  They  are 
fiutened  together  by  8  metal  clamps  (2)  on  the  under  side  (which  forms 
the  keel),  and  4  handscrews  (3)  along  the  upper  side  which  is  level  with 
the  thwarts.  The  boat  is  then  built  on  to  these  boards  just  as  any  boat 
is  built  to  its  keel,  stem,  and  stern-post,  but  the  thwarts  are  all  cut  in 
two,  each  half  bemg  secured  to  the  sides  of  the  boat,  and  by  screws  to 
the  upper  edge  of  the  bulkhead  nearest  it. 


The  advantage  a  boat  of  this  description  offers  over  a  common  one 
is,  that  it  may  be  stowed  on  board,  one  half  under  each  side  the  deck, 
thus  merely  filting  up  a  vacant  place  which  is  not  wanted  except  at  night 
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when  the  yacht  is  brought  up  at  anchor,  aud  the  diDghy's  place  astero. 
Thus  stowed  it  does  not  interfere  with  the  yacht's  trim,  but  leayes  the 
body  of  the  yacht  free  for  circulation. 

The  only  objections  to  this  plan  are  that  a  boat  so  constructed  is 
somewhat  heavier  than  one  of  ordinary  build,  and  also  that  the  bulk- 
head running  the  length  of  the  boat  obliges  the  rower  to  sit  with  one 
leg  on  each  side  of  it,  though  the  rotoee  may  have  his  legs  both  on  one 
side  if  he  likes,— a  tine  qua  rum  if  it  be  a  lady. 

It  may  also  be  objected  to  its  adoption  that,  it  requires  a  yacht  to  be 
fitted  on  purpose  for  it,  but  this  in  most  cases  is  not  so,  as  most  little 
jachts  have  an  unoccupied  space  8  or  9  feet  long,  by  2  feet  wide,  and 
2  or  3  feet  high,  on  each  side  under  the  deck,  which  is  all  that  is  re- 
quired for  it^  and  there  are  very  few  yachts  of  the  size  this  contrivance 
is  intended  for)  which  have  any  cabin  fittings  likely  to  be  injured  by 
having  a  light  boat  stowed  on  them. 

I  forgot  to  state  before  that  when  wanted  for  use,  my  boat  can  be 
haded  on  deck,  fixed  together  and  launched  in  less  than  a  minute. 

Mr.  Biffin  of  Hammersmith  to  whom  I  gave  an  order  to  build  me  a 
hoat  on  this  plan,  has  so  far  improved  on  it  that  he  gets  rid  of  the  bulk- 
head in  the  spaces  between  the  thwarts,  thus  decreasing  the  weight  and 
giving  more  room  in  the  boat,  but  on  the  other  hand  Mr.  B's.  boat 
requires  the  employment  of  twelve  screws,  instead  of  four,  as  the  fasten- 
ings are  below  the  water  line,  (which  I  cannot  but  consider  an  objection,) 
as  it  renders  much  greater  care  necessary  in  joining  the  boat,  and  takes 
op  more  than  double  the  time  required  by  my  plan.  However^  he  dis- 
penses  with  the  keel  clamps. 

Should  any  of  your  readers  feel  interested  in  this  contrivance,  I  beg 
through  you  to  inform  them  that  the  boat  will  be  at  Mr.  Biffin's  yard 
all  the  winter,  and  I  am  sure  he  will  be  happy  to  answer  any  enquiries 
respecting  it. 

J.  R. 

KentingUm,  November ^  1857. 


YACHT  CLUB  MEMORANDA. 

Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club. — The  last  meeting  of  this  club,  Jan.  6.  was 
well  attended,  aud  the  Treasurer  announced  that  the  balance  in  band  was 
i600,  exclusive  of  funded  investments  to  the  amount  of  £2,000. 

The  Annual  Ball  will  be  held  on  the  11th  February,  at  the  Uanover*8quare 
Rooms.  The  following  gentlemen  are  appointed  stewards — Messrs.  fiarber, 
Britten,  Cooke,  Chilton,  Ford,  Hooper,  Wharton,  Hood,  Stone,  Thomson, 
•Qd  Westall. 
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Prine0  of  Wales  Yacht  C7ttft-— The  Annual  Bill  wm  held  at  the  doh- 
bouBei  Freemtdoos'  Tavern,  Jan.  20th, «Q(i  was  well  attended.  Dancing  was 
kept  up  with  great  spirit  until  morning. 

Royal  London  Yacht  Club, — A.  Arcedeckne,  Esq.,  has  heen  elected  Com- 
modore  of  this  cluh.  This  appointment  will  keep  the  members  together,  as 
this  gentleman  is  universally  respected. 


HIGH  WATER  TIDE  TABLE  FOR  FEBRUARY. 


High  Waterl  The  time  of  high  water  at  tbe  foUowing  places  may  be  asoef' 
Lon.  Bridge!  tained,  by  adding  to,  or  substracting  from,  the  time  at  London 
mom.  after.)    Bridge. 


h.  m.  h, 


35 
10 
45 


30 


SO 


h.  m. 

Aberjstwith add  5  23 

Aldemey.. 4  38 

Bantry  Bay I  39 

Bridlington 2  23 

Carmarthan 4  3 

Cork  Harbour 2  23 

Dartmouth... 3  58 

Dudgeon  Light....  5  23 

Eddystone 3  8 

Exmouth  Bar 4  18 

Falmouth 3  8 

Flamboro'  Head...  2  23 

Guernsey  Pier.....  4  23 

Hartlepool 1  .  38 

Humber  Mouth...  3  23 

Kinsale  Harbour..  2  23 

Lands  End. 2  23 

Leith  Pier 0  15 

Lynn  Regis 4  36 

Plymouth 3  26 

Swansea 3  48 

Torbay 8  68] 

Waterford 3  43: 

Weymouth 4  23 

Whitby 1  88 

Amsterdam o  53 

Antwerp 2  18 

Bourdeux..^ 4  45 

Cherboarg 5  23 

Hamburgh 3  53 

Brest 1  39 


Aberdeen sub 

Aldborough 

Belfast 

Brighton 

CarnarYon. 

Cowes 

Dublin  Bar 

Dungeness 

Folkestone 

Foreland^  North  .. 
Forel.uid,  South... 

Gravesend 

Greenwich 

Harwich 

Hovrth  Harbour... 

Ipswich 

Kentish  Knock.... 

Lowestoft 

Margate 

Nore  Light 

Portsmouth 

Sheemess 

Southampton 

Spitheud... 

Yarmouth  Roads.. 

Calais 

Dieppe 

Havre  de  Grace.... 

Ostende 

Honfleur.... 

New  York 


h.  m, 
0  56 
28 

2 
29 
47 
22 
55 
17 
37 
22 
47 
37 
80 
87 
59 

7 
87 
37 

9 
58 
27 
28 
27 
87 
27 
19 

2 
15 
12 
37 
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NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

&UJLOS.— We  think  the  authorities  of  the  Victoria  Docks  should  pay  a  little 
more  attention  to  yachts  wintering  there,  and  remember  they  are  not  ooal 
barges. 

Yachtsman.— We  have  not  heard  where  the  champion  yacht  of  England  ia 
building,  that  is  to  compete  next  summer  at  New  York.  Enquire  at  the  Boyal 
London. 

Secretaries  are  requested  to  forward  accounts  of  Clubs  Meetings,  Aec. 

All  Communications  to  be  addressed  to  6,  New  Church  Street,  Kdgwan  Rottd. 
BDHT,  Printer,  6,  New  Charoh  Street.  Edgware  Boed,  M.W.,Londoo. 
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LE  BEVE  ScHoomiB,  49  *Sam. 

In  our  April  number  of  1856  we  gave  some  particulars  of  the  build 
and  dimensions  of  this  yacht,  then  on  the  eve  of  being  hud  down, 
and  we  aie  now,  through  the  kind  pennission  ol  her  owner,  enabled 
to  giTe  a  sketch  of  her  as  completed. 

Le  B6ye  was  launched  late  in  1856,  but  not  completed  till  last 
summer  (1857)*  too  late  however  to  make  her  number  at  the  Bojal 
Thames  schooner  match.  While  on  the  stocks  various  were  the 
opinions  delivered  on  her  probable  capabilities,  amongst  others,  that 
whatever  her  speed  might  turn  out  to  be,  her  spars  were  certainly  too 
much  for  her:  one  friend  of  the  owner's,  an  experienced  naval  officer, 
gKrmg  it  as  his  opinion  that  "  her  masts  yrete/ar  tea  Aeavy^**  and 
seriously  advised  reducing  them ;  another,  an  old  experienced  yachts- 
man positively  predicting  that  if  the  spars  then  prepared  for  her  were 
used,  ''she  would  be  unable  to  sit  upright  in  the  water ^  let  alone  car- 
lying  her  canvas  !**  The  result,  however,  being,  that  not  only  did 
she  make  light  of  her  spars  and  canvas  in  the  heariest  seas,  but 
bo*  owner  gave  her  two  new  stieka  with  three  feet  addititmal  haistf 
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and  a  good  hundred  yardt  more  of  Lapthorne^s  best  canvas ;  at  tbe 
same  time  taking  three  tons  of  ballast  out  of  her ! 

She  is  fifty-four  feet  on  the  water  line,  about  sixty  feet  over  all, 
and  12  feet  4  inches  beam,  with  the  same  draft  of  water,  8  feet  4 
inches  aft,  and  in  midships,  from  whence  her  keel  curves  gradually  up 
to  the  stem  with  a  rounded  fore  foot. 

Mainmast  is  housed 
From  deck  to  hounds 
Masthead 

Total  length 

Her  first  appearance  in  a  sailing  match  was  at  the  Milford  Regatta, 
with  the  Wildfire  and  Oydone,  but  where  she  had  no  trial  owing  to 
her  getting  becalmed  early  in  the  race,  when  she  hauled  down  her 
flag. 

At  Plymouth  regatta  she  was  again  entered,  and  at  her  racing 
buoy  ready  to  start,  when  her  owner,  as  well  as  the  owner  of  the 
Wildfire,  finding  the  Committee  had  tceighied  ike  eehoanerSt  which 
were  to  give  daubte  timetowttere  in  the  match,  they  agreed  to  haul 
down  their  flags  and  leaive  tlie  cutters  to  enjoy  their  one-sided  race 
by  themselves. 

At  Torbay  regatta  the  same  rule  being  adopted,  they  were  again 
prevented  ^entering,  so  that  Le  Beve  has  had  no  chance  as  yet 
of  proving  her  speed  in  a  fair  schooner  match. 

On  the  day  after  Torbay  r^atta  however,  these  two  schoonen 
started  together  under  smgle  reefed  mainsail  and  foresail  dose  hauled, 
with  a  strong  breeze  and  heavy  sea  on,  when  the  <*  little  one  '*  held 
her  own  both  in  speed  and  weatherly  qualities  with  the  redoubtable 
Wildfire,  for  a  two  hours*  stretch ;  during  which  a  line  from  mast- 
head to  masthead  of  the  two  vessels  would  scarce  have  indicated  a 
yard  of  difference  in  the  speed  of  either;  no  doubt  it  might  have 
been  otherwise  with  the  hitherto  unmatched  Wildfire  if  she  had  had 
a  cup  to  win  instead  of  a  friendly  turn  to  windward;  but  it  proves 
Le  B^ve  to  be  no  sluggard,  while  she  has  already  proved  herself  to 
be  as  excellent  a  sea-boat  as  any  vessel  of  her  tonnage  afloat  can  be. 
Indeed  in  this  latter  respect  there  must  be  something  in  her  build 
well  worthy  the  attention  of  yachtsmen  that  renders  her  more  than 
usually  good  in  a  sea  way,  a  quality  too  often  lost  sight  of  now-a- 


MT  LOG  FOB  1866.  55 

daj8  in  die  naval  architecture  of  racing  yachts;  not  that  «he  was 
designed  fin*  a  racing  yacht,  as  her  unusually  Urge  aocommodation 
can  testify,  having  over  six  feet  head  room  in  all  her  cabins,  and 
hsiog  exquintely  fitted  up  as  a  cruising  yacht,  her  owner's  object 
being  to  combine  speed  and  accommodation  with  sea-going  qualities 
and  fiudlity  of  handling.  All  of  which  he  seems  to  have  accom- 
plished in  an  eminent  degree. 

We  hope  to  see  her  in  the  Royal  Thames  schooner  match  of  this 
year,  when  she  will  doubtless  find  no  lack  of  worthy  competitors. 


MY  LOG  FOR  1856.» 


TUBSDAT  morning,  the  2nd  of  September,  was  a  busy  one  with  us, 
for  our  stores  had  to  be  got,  and  stowed  away ;  a  work  of  no  little 
tim^  but  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Cadic,  and  his  active  porters, 
all  was  ready  by  the  time  we  and  the  tide  were  :  so  at  2.  p.m.  after 
taking  a  last  lingering  look  through  the  town,  we  got  underway  for 
Jersey  with  the  wind  light  from  the  north.  The  water  was  anything 
but  smooth,  owing  to  the  strong  breeze  last  night,  and  we  were 
knocked  about  most  unmercifully.  What  made  it  more  unpleasant 
was,  that  the  **  set*'  of  the  sea  was  on  our  lee  beam,  directly  opposite 
to  the  way  of  the  wind ;  and  in  consequence  we  rolled  gunwale  under 
on  each  sid^  but  as  we  drew  away  from  the  land,  the  breeze  fresh- 
ened very  considerably,  so  we  progressed  much  more  steadily  and 
comfortably. 

The  coasts  of  Jersey  and  Guernsey  appear  to  me  very  much  alike, 
but  they  are  not  nearly  so  bold  and  mountainous  as  I  had  expected, 
and  in  thick  weather  (which  is  not  uncommon  here,)  it  must  be  suffi- 
ciently puzzling  to  make  a  correct  landfall.  Having  the  tide  in  our 
&vour,  we  made  a  quick  run,  and  by  half-past  five  were  passing  Fort 
Elizabeth  and  Fort  Regent;  entered  the  new  harbour  of  St  Helier's 
at  six,  and  were  soon  moored  alongside  the  quay,  with  the  help  of 
the  agent  of  the  Yacht  Clubs,  a  gentleman  to  whose  kindness  and 
asastance  we  were  much  indebted  during  our  short  stay  in  Jersey. 
After  dinner  we  strolled  up  the  town,  a  much  more  pretentious 
kx»king  place  than  St.  Peter's  at  Guernsey,  though  it  did  not  take 
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mj  fancy  nearly  so  well,  nevertheless  it  is  an  interesting  town,  ami  I 
could  have  spent  a  week  or  two  longer,  roost  pleasantly  in  it 

The  old  chnrch  and  market-place,  where  the  gallant  Major  Pierson 
fell  in  defence  of  the  town,  after  it  had  been  given  up  by  the  governor 
of  the  Island;  the  forts,  ftc.,  were  the  first  places  we  went  to  see, 
after  which  we  finished  at  the  Theatre,  returning  on  board  about 
twelve  o'clock. 

Next  morning  immediately  after  breaJdast,  we  engaged  a  carriage 
to  take  us  to  the  most  interesting  parts  of  the  island,  and  were.for- 
lunate  in  having  an  intelligent  driver,  who  pointed  out  every  thing 
worthy  of  notice,  and  told  us  innumerable  stories,  true  or  otherwise 
as  the  case  might  be,  but  which  nevertheless  b^uiled  the  time  very 
pleasantly.  On  the  beach  outside  the  town,  the  Militia  Artillery  of 
the  island  were  having  a  grand  field  day,  so  we  remained  an  hour 
or  so  in  order  to  see  them. 

Everybody  almost,  in  Jersey,  appears  to  be  a  militiaman  or  sol- 
dier of  some  sort,  either  a  sharpshooter,  artilleryman,  or  horse  sol- 
dier, and  there  are  as  many  colonels,  majors,  and  captains  in  the 
place  as  there  are  in  America;  but  doubtless  this  military  ardour  is 
owing  to  their  close  proximity  to  France.  There  are  eleven  parishea 
in  Jersey,  and  each  parish  contributes  one  troop  of  artillery,  and  four 
guns,  (light  field  pieces,)  towards  the  defence  of  the  island,  and  it  was 
these  who  were  now  being  inspected  by  the  General.  Not  being  a 
military  man,  of  course  I  cannot  give  an  opinion,  but  it  struck  me 
that  considering  they  were  not  professed  artillerymen,  their  steadi- 
ness, and  precision  of  fire,  was  remarkable. 

But  its  time  for  us  to  be  off  if  we  are  to  see  anything  of  the  coun- 
try to  day,  so  after  partaking  of  some  ginger  beer  (which  was  so  bad 
I  had  to  take  some  brandy  to  correct  it,  and  I  don't  know  which  was 
the  cheapest  and  nastiest,)  we  resumed  our  journey:  our  first  stoppage 
being  at  St  Aubin*s.  As  I  do  not  profess  to  write  a  guide  book, 
but  am  merely  jotting  down  our  own  doings  and  impressions,  as  an 
assistance  to  other  wandering  strangers  like  myself,  I  shall  not  at- 
tempt to  describe  the  various  details  of  the  route  we  took,  suffice  it 
to  say  that  after  a  lovely  drive  through  constantly  changing  scenery, 
now  skirting  the  margin  of  some  sweet  little  bay,  now  toiling  up 
to  the  rugged  iron  bound  cliffs,  looking  over  the  restless  ocean,  and 
in  vain  trying  to  trace  the  trackless  course  we  had  to  return  by;  and 
then  winding  through  shady  lanes,  past  pretty  little  snug  farmsteads 
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and  cDixntry  villages,  '*  far  from  the  busy  haunts  of  meut^'we  arrived 
about  two  o'clock  at  Oreve  de  Lecq ;  the  most  charming  spot  in 
the  whole  of  Jersey.  Afker  a  delightful  bathe  in  the  clear  waters  of 
the  hajj  we  returned  to  the  inn  where  a  most  capital  repast  was 
prqored  for  us ;  and  after  staying  an  hour  or  so,  we  returned  to 
St  Helier*8  tiirough  St  Peter's  vaQey,  very  much  pleased  with  our 
wdl  spent  day. 

The  tide  being  out  on  our  return,  we  had  some  difficulty  in  getting 
on  board  the  yacht,  which  was  lying  with  a  list  outwards  from  the 
quay  in  rather  an  awkward  position,  the  mud  being  soft  the  '\legs" 
were  of  no  use,  all  lihe  strain  coming  upon  the  shore  tackle-  If  I 
visit  Jersey  again»  I  shall  remain  outside  in  the  roads,  for  the  rise 
and  fidl  of  the  tide  is  so  great  that  it  is  not  advisable  to  remain  in 
harbour.  At  the  same  time  one  glimpse  of  the  bay  at  low  water, 
where  yon  see  rocks  '*  cropping  up**  on  all  sides  without  apparently 
any  way  oat,  is  enough  to  determine  any  strange  yachtsman,  seeing 
Asm  for  the  first  time,  to  take  his  chance  of  the  harbour  rather  than 
be  compelled  to  go  to  sea  in  case  of  an  inshore  wind,  for  there  cannot 
be  much  shelter  in  the  bay.  We  had  a  call  this  evening  from  the 
Oommander  of  the  revenue  cruiser,  who  came  very  kindly  to  offer 
his  services  in  anything  we  might  require,  in  fiict  from  what  he  told 
us  it  s^ypeais  that  it  was  part  of  his  office  to  do  so;  be  that  as  it  may, 
we  had  a  veiy  pleasant  companion  for  the  evening. 

On  Thursday,  the  4th  of  September,  at  11  a.m.  we  engaged  a 
pibt  and  interpreter  (the  master  of  a  Jersey  smack,)  to  take  us  into 
St  lialoy  and  at  half-past  eleven  we  were  slipping  through  the 
smooth  water  with  a  fine  fair  breeze.  To-day's  was  a  delightful  sail, 
fcr  in  addition  to  the  splendid  weather  we  were  having,  diere  was  a 
certain  degree  of  excitement  due  to  the  fiict  that  this  was  our  first 
Tisit  to  *^oreign  parts;'*  and  that  we  hadn't  the  slightest  idea  what  to 
do,  when  we  got  there.  Le  Minquieres  we  passed,  well  outside  of, 
abont  two  o'clock,  our  pilot  pointing  out  to  us  the  scene  of  the  sin- 
gular fttality  that  befel  two  steamers  a  few  years  since.  One  of 
these,  I  forget  her  name,  was  taking  an  inner  passage  in  order  to 
save  time,  struck  a  sunken  rock,  and  was  totally  lost.  She  was 
replaced  by  another  vessel  as  soon  as  possible,  and  the  very  first  day 
she  was  on  the  station,  tlie  Captain  was  induced  by  some  of  the  pas- 
fiengers  (the  day  being  beautifully  fine,  and  the  mate  well  acquainted 
with  the  passage)  to  take  the  vessel  sufficiently  near  for  them  to  see 
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the  place  where  the  catastrophe  happened.  In  so  doing,  this  second 
steamer  struck !  but  all  wonld  have  been  well  if  the  boats  had  not 
been  overcrowded,  instead  of  which,  being  loaded  to  the  gunwalei, 
thqr  were  soon  capsized  by  the  tide  which  runs  like  a  mill  sluice 
here,  and  many  lives  were  sacrificed. 

Having  passed  the  Minqaieres  we  hauled  our  wind,  the  Frendi 
coast  being  directly  ahead  of  us>  Gape  Frehel  on  our  starboard  bow« 
The  approach  to  St.  Male  roads  is  very  intricate,  indeed  I  think 
more  so  than  to  St.  Helier*8,  the  tides  are  very  strong,  and  it  certainly 
is  not  a  place  I  should  like  to  run  for  at  night,  in  bad  weather.  On 
passing  Les  Jardins  Bocks  we  noticed  a  smart  looking  pleasure  boat, 
something  like  a  Byde  wherry,  hove  to,  to  windward  of  us,  and  evi- 
penily  waiting  for  the  purpoee,  as  we  thought,  of  trying  **  rate  of  sail- 
ing "  with  us,  so  we  lost  no  time  in  setting  up  the  jib  purchase  and 
carefully  adjusting  the  sheets,  &c.,  in  order  to  be  prepared  for  them. 
In  a  short  time  we  had  them  well  under  our  lee,  and  increasing  our 
distance  every  tack,  our  friends  crowding  all  sail  to  come  up  with  us, 
but  it  was  of  no  use. 

About  5  p.m.  we  were  off  tiie  mouth  of  the  harbour,  and  as  there 
was  not  sufficient  water  for  us  we  hove  to,  and  dinner  being  now 
ready  we  went  below,  instructing  the  pilot  to  take  the  vessel  in,  as 
soon  SB  he  was  able.  To  tell  tiie  truth,  I  was  rather  glad  of  any 
excuse  to  leave  the  deck  in  his  charge,  and  to  let  him  have  all  ibe 
trouble  of  receiving  the  French  officials,  especially  as  we  had  doubts 
of  his  capabilities  as  an  interpreter,  in  fiict  he  had  confossed  that  tlie 
French  spoken  here,  was  very  diffisr^t  to  the  Jersey  French,  that  he 
never  could  understand  them  properly,  Ac  Now,  our  knowledge  of 
the  language  was  very  limited,  as  I  said  before,  and  we  began  to  feel 
a  good  deal  bothered,  now  that  we  were  really  in  a  French  port  It 
was  only  yesterday  that  we  oontempkted  the  possibility  of  actually 
coming  this  for,  and  now  that  we  were  here,  we  could  hardly  realize 
the  foct,  that  we  were  thrown  on  our  own  resources  with  no  other 
preparation  than  a  sixpenny  phrase  book,  and  a  very  scanty  know- 
ledge of  some  five  or  six  sentences  amongst  us. 

Presently  the  skipper  enters  and  says,  "  Please  sir,  we're  moored 
to  a  buoy  in  the  outer  harbour,  and  there's  a  boat  coming  alongside, 
will  you  please  to  come  on  deck.  *'  We  seize  the  phrase  book,  and 
turn  to  the  part  headed  ^'AJUravotfOffey''  but  can  make  out  nothing 
to  the  purpose  but  this,  ''  We  have  had  a phamni passage,  Ottptain;"" 
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die  answer  to  which  is*  "Bam  you  am/  luggage  f  (as  if  one  travelled 
with  only  a  clean  collar  and  tooth  brush  in  one's  pocket).  At  last 
a  bright  idea  ocenrs  to  us,  and  it  is  arranged  that  I  go  and  see  what 
I  can  do  on  deck,  whilst  my  brother  is  to  rummage  the  phrase  book 
until  he  finds  a  suitable  sentence,  and  then  to  rush  up  the  companion 
to  prompt  me.  On  reaching  the  deck,  to  my  horror  I  behold  along- 
side, the  very  identical  yawl  we  had  been  racing  with,  about  a  doaen 
hairy  fUlows  in  uniform  therein.  Their  24  eyes  are  instantly  fixed 
on  me,  with  an  expression  as  much  as  to  say,  "  a  nice  dance  you've 
led  us,  but  we're  here  at  hist,"  and  I  am  straightway  paralyzed. 

The  ]^lot  with  a  grave  countenance  and  a  mysterious  whisper,  sayK 
'^em'sdie  Potashes,*  sir;"  and  will  vouchsafe  no  further  informa- 
tion except,  *'  that's  what  I've  always  heerd  'em  called  and  never  no 
other." — I  try  my  first  sentence ;  "  Bon  jour,  Monsieur,"  and  am 
then  stranded  and  hard  aground.  Fortunately  at  this  juncture  my 
brother  comes  stealthily  up  stairs,  and  whispers  another  to  me,  whidi 
I  triumphantly  let  off  at  the  head  Potash  "  Youlez  vous — ^venec 
d'aboidt"  I  Bay  to  him,  taking  off  my  cap,  so  he  does  '^venez"  imme- 
diately; and  we  all  smile  benignantly  upon  him,  in  order  to  propitiate 
the.Potashes,  generally.  Evidently  softened  by  our  amiable  and  con- 
ciliating demeanour,  the  chief  of  the  Potashes  "  discourses  us"  at 
some  length,  but  for  all  we  undflEStand  of  it,  he  may  be  taking  pos- 
88arioB  of  the  vessel  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor,  or  ordering  us  to 
instant  execution; — ^he  pauses  for  a  reply :  aye  there's  the  rub, — ^this 
gjfstem  of  cramming  your  juesHans  out  of  the  book  is  ingenious  and 
dfective  enough  as  fiir  as  it  goes,  but  then — ^the  Potashes  don't 
muumr  out  of  the  book,  so  there  we  are  in  afix,  worse  than  before  in 
&ct,  for,  having  delivered  the  invitation  to  come  on  board,  so  glibly, 
die  Frenchman  evidently  looks  upon  us  as  bemg  thoroughly  con- 
versant with  the  language,  (would  that  I  was,  and  oh  that  I  had 
never  asked  him.)  Alas!  I  have  got  him  on  board,  and  don't  know 
how  to  get  him  off  again.  The  only  hint  I  can  think  o^  at  all  to 
the  purpose  is :  "  ABez  au  diahU\  and  it  would  be  scarcely  polite 
to  use  it,  so  as  a  last  resource  I  call  to  the  steward  to  ''Stand  by 
with  the  brandy,"  and  with  an  enquiring  gesture  I  murmur  fointly 
^  Cognac  ?  "  but  suspicious  of  being  bribed,  I  suppose,  the  stem 
Potash  refuses,  and  I  am  in  despair. 
At  length  we  managed  amongst  us,  thanks  to  the  natural  quickness 
♦  Query,— "Portege?" 
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of  a  Frenchman  in  catching  our  meaning,  to  make  them  understand 
we  were  a  yacht,  and  were  never  searched,  and  shewing  all  cur 
papers,  th^  left  us,  merely  instructing  us  to  fly  our  English  ensign 
at  the  mast  head,  for  an  hour  or  two.  Great  was  our  reldf  at  their 
departure,  it  was  like  waking  out  of  a  nightmare,  so  we  returned  to 
the  cabin  and  had  an  extra  glass  of  grog  to  commemorate  ihe  event* 
After  which  with  a  bold  voice  but  a  sinking  heart,  I  ordered  the  gig 
alongside,  and  donning  our  smartest  jackets  with  the  most  brazil  <tf 
buttons,  and  brass-bound  caps,  (by  way  of  making  an  impression  on 
the  officials,  (we  landed  at  the  nearest  slip  and  walked  on.  Soon  how- 
ever, a  gend*arme  (or  as  our  mate  would  always  insist  on  calling 
them — a  John  d — ^n,)  advanced  towards  us,  but  another  called  him 
back,  and  we  were  permitted  to  pass  without  question. 


YACHT    MEASUREMENT. 

Our  attention  has  again  been  drawn  to  this  subject  by  a  Lecture 
delivered  at  the  Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club  by  a  gentleman  named 
Ash;  and,  notwithstanding  the  question  of  Measurement  has  become 
a  bore,  yet  we  are  glad  to  see  another  attempt  made  to  bring  it  per- 
sonally to  the  notice  of  the  members  of  the  Clubs,  and  we  should  be 
pleased  to  hear  that  some  member  belonging  to  each  would  thus 
publicly  give  his  opinion,  and  follow  the  example  of  Mr.  Ash.  In 
this  present  number  "Blue  Jacket"  has  also  taken  up  the  question; 
and  from  the  position  that  writer  holds  among  yacht  owners  we  hope 
he  will  not  hesitate  to  add  his  personal  experience  to  that  of  Mr. 
Ash. 

The  necessity  of  some  person  well  known  in  the  Pleasure  Navy 
coming  forward  has  been  repeatedly  urged  in  this  Journal,  but  with- 
out success,  and  it  has  hitherto  proved  a  mere  waste  of  ink  and  paper 
to  induce  any  one  to  take  the  initiative.  Now,  however,  a  brighter 
prospect  is  in  perspective,  Mr.  Ash  has  not  hesitated  to  accept  that 
office,  and  shew  the  fiJlacy  of  the  present  system,  by  givmg  a  list 
of  certain  vessels,  whose  owners  have  had  much  trouble,  and  we  may 
add  expense,  at  various  Regattas.  At  page  493  vol  5  of  this  Journal 
will  be  found  a  more  extended  list  of  vessels  and  places  where  the 
greatest  inconsistencies  in  the  Measurement  in  Racing  Yachts  is  set 
forth,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  great  gratification  that  other  persons  are 
stbscribing  to  our  opinion. 
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Mr.  Ask  aho  notices  the  **  lukewannness  '*  of  yachtsmen,  and  he 
will  find  in  our  prior  pages  that  we  have  not  hesitated  to  charge  them 
with  the  same  fault.  It  evidently  appears  we  were  right,  and  altho* 
troths  are  not  at  all  times  palatable,  yet  such  is  the  fact,  that  if  things 
are  ''cut  and  dried'*  for  them,  without  any  personal  trouble,  they 
have  no  objection  to  adopt  them.  This  must  not  be  supposed  to 
refer  to  all,  but  we  fearlessly  state  that  the  onus  of  the  delay  in  an 
nniformi^  of  measurement  in  all  clubs  and  committees  of  regattas 
Tests  solely  with  the  owners  of  racing  craft :  where  they  one  and  all 
to  refuse  entering  unless,  we  will  say  for  instance,  the  metropolitan 
daba*  rule  is  adopted,  a  change  would  soon  take  place,  and  the  evils 
now  complained  of  be  avoided.  One  season  only  would  suffice  to 
bring  the  **  Modes  and  Persians'*  to  acknowledge  they  are  in  error 
in  acting  upon  the  old  principle. 

We  would  draw  attention  to  one  other  evil,  viz.  the  Distinguish- 
ing Flags  of  racing  yachts.  This  was  first  suggested  in  the  Sra  in 
1856,  since  which  our  Ameriean  biethren  have  adopted  the  plan, 
mnd  our  clubs  would  do  well  to  follow  their  example : — ^it  is  simply 
to  tack  a  piece  of  coloured  doth,  to  denote  the  racing  yacht,  on 
each  side  of  the  mainsail.  The  greatest  difficulty  is  experienced 
^  most  sea-going  matches  to  make  out  the  yachts. 


UNDINE'S  INVOCATION. 

Haite,  young  ocean  rover, 

Cbmt  under  the  aea  ; 
Long,  lingering  lover  1 

Undine  hath  waited  for  thee. 

Down,  ocean  repoeei, 

Up,  warring  winds  rave ; 
Shells,  tinted  like  roMS, 

Spangle  the  floor  of  my  cave. 

Ships,  laden  with  treasure. 

Rest  deep  in  the  brine^ 
Gold,  far  beyond  measure^ 

Sailor  boyi  soon  may  be  thine. 

There  ever  are  ringing, 

Harps  perfect  in  tone  i 
And  mermaids  are  bringing 

Sea-flowers  to  garland  my  throne. 

Bright  sea-nsosses  cover. 

The  walls  of  my  home, 
And  Undine,  her  lover, 

Hath  waited  long  under  the  foam. 

JLUxBMMk 
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Norway,  and  the  way  to  it. 


CHAP.  IL 

«•  Aobtai  lotdf  said  to  taU  onw« 
Up  with  the  black  AKg, 
Down  with  the  bluet 
*Fire  in  the  main>top, 

t'irein  the  bow ; 
Fire  in  the  «ran-teolC'^ 
Fire  down  below ! " 

Oh  lihe  Inamtng  of  Friday,  the  l-Oth  of  July,  fte  ireatb«f  Imd  tnoch  ittt- 
f»iHive4,  ftnd  bttving  nothing  to  keep  me  «t  Tetei^ead,  I  resolved  to  be 
off.  The  yacht  floated  about  noon,  and  by  thttt  time  aoMViiiig  tm  i|l- 
ptfiiMiment  the  pilot  xsame  on  board,  and  (ail  was  ready  for  « «tart^but 
an  vnforeeen  obstruction  was  destined  to  detain  os  far  a  couple  of  boun, 
at  which  I  firetted  not  a  liule.  As  nteo^oBkl  in  the  provieus  chapter, 
<he  harboar-roa^ter  had  at  my  suggestion  Cut  off  the  conneuon  between 
the  lAow  basin  and  the  sea,  by  putting  a  series  of  booms,  or  rather 
square  logs  in  the  passs^e  between  it  «nd  the  oater  battin.  This  was 
exceedingly  convenient  while  the  g'nie  lanted^  but  now  that  we  wanted 
to  get  away,  like  the  frogs  in  the  fable,  we  would  have  been  very  well 
pleased  to  be  rid  of  our  wooden  protectors.  The  harbour-master  was 
summoned,  and  as  usual  he  was  all  wiliineness  to  oblige,  but  he  was 
helpless  without  a  gang  of  assistants,  and  they  were  scattered  heaven 
knows  where.  The  lowering  down  the  booms  was  compnratively  an  J 
easy  matter  **/aciii8  descensus  a/tfemi,"  but  the  hauling  them  up  a<;^ain 
the  **revocare  gradum,*'  a  work  of  no  small  toil  and  time.  Aleu  were 
at  last  g^t,  and  I  saw  some  proopect  of  liberation  from  **  durance  vHb^ 
when  a  pair  of  grappling  irons  depending  from  a  huge  crane  had  at 
length  seized  the  first  log,  and  it  appeared  rising  slowly  to  the  level  of 
the  quay.  As  each  boom  was  removed  the  water  forced  the  next  one 
to  the  surface  with  a  jerk  which  would  have  thrown  any  one  off,. had  they 
been  standing  on  it.  Some  delay  took  place  in  catching  the  booms 
with  the  irons,  as  there  was  no  one  below  to  direct  their  movements;  but 
at  length  I  was  rejoiced  by  ^^f;  tihe  last  of  them  safely  landed  on  the 
quay,  and  a  clear  passage  open  for  our  departure.  The  wind  was  now 
very  light  and  rather  against  us,  but  with  the  assistance  of  the  pilot  boat 
towing  we  managed  toget  ont  at  the  north  entrance  without  much  diffi- 
culty.    A  fine  whale  ship  belonging  to  Peterhead,  a  short  time  before, 
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hMik  hmo.  kii  fariUQ«to.  She  looobed  tfte  bar  which  ^tf«tohfi0  lunrost 
tii»  folnuice^  a  little  way  bayoD4  ^be  pjar  be^%  i^od  w«0  tbj:owa  on 
fQm»  I99k«  ou  tb«  pofi  «ide,  whare  she  89ffer94  wry  Mi^iQua  iigury  ^««-Tq 
b«  te  aft  o«0*s  owB  door  ia  rather  aggravating* 

Tha  cbais^a  &r  pilote  «l  Fa4arh«4  aro  oertainly  not  #  xovbit^o^  for 
taking  «a  Wf  mi  taking  w  gu^  ^ftan^  th^  apn  aakad  w«a  Z%,  4d.,  |k  giu- 
f^ahr  aooti^  indead  with  the  n^mcioiii  deaanda  of  tj^  Nonragi^n 
(lilolai  a  maMer  oor  Gpnial^  were  they  werfcb  their  salt,  would  look  to, 
and  endeavonir  to  leotify}  hnk  of  thia  more  hereofi^r.  Before  leaving 
Peterhead  we  beard  the  rosnU  of  the  triid  of  Madeline  Hamilton  Smith 
fer  poieonii^  her  lover  L*Angelier»  A«  a  proof  of  the  intereat  this 
tiial  excited,  I  may  mention  an  incident  which  had  occorred  to  me 
the  paaricma  day.  Afker  settling  my  boaioefia  in  Peterbei^  I  bad  walked 
<»at  to  the  baoka  of  the  Ugie  in  hopea  of  fallieg  in  with  my  frieuda  who, 
as  I  lave  aaid,  war?  fiahi^g  tb%t  atream.  Not  maieting  with  them»  I  had 
^aatad  myaelf  on  the  river  aide  near  the  old  oaatle  of  Inverngie,  and  waa 
bo^  reading  a  newapaper  I  bad  got  in  the  town*  oontaining  a  report  of 
•fverel  daya  of  the  trial;  while  doing  ao,  I  vvaa  accoated  by  a  pretty 
(iaamel  of  aome  17  ov  18  aummem,  who  eame  from  an  ivy-clad  cottage 
hard  by.  With  perfcet  politenaaa,  but  a  e^rtaio  bittarneia  of  tone^  abe 
aiked  if  Miaa  Smitli  waa  aot  oondemned  yet?  I  anawered  that  ao  far  aa 
I  knew  ahe  waa  not,  and  I  did  not  think  it  likely  ahe  would.  At  thii 
^be  went  away  obvioualy  much  dimppointed.  Had  Madeline  been  tried 
by  a  jnry  of  her  own  aex  her  oondemoatiop  would  have  beefi  certain: — I 
hate  heaid  many  men  maintain  her  innocence^  but  a  woman  never. 

After  we  got  elear  of  the  harbour  a  fine  amart  breese  from  the  aoutb- 
Mtt  aet  ini  to  which  we  aoon  aet  our  aquare  aail.  A  large  fleet  of  vea- 
«b  of  all  riga  and  tonnage  followed  us  from  Peterhead  aouth  bay,  where 
they  had  taken  refuge  during  the  gale.  Moat  of  them  kept  cloae  in 
sbore  to  catch  the  laat  of  the  floqd  going  to  the  nor'ard,  but  we  had  tlur 
fear  of  the  reef  of  Rettery  Briga  before  our  eyea,  ai^d  kept  a  good  offing 
Notwithatanding  we  were,  by  a  long  way  the  firat  round  Kionlirda  Head 
and  in  the  Moray  Firth.  By  |0  p.m.  we  were  abreaat  of  Bauff,  and 
there  we  got  becalmed,  in  which  pleaaiug  and  iutereating  poaition  we  lay 
111  night 

On  the  mosmiag  of  Saturday,  the  Uth  of  July,  we  were  off  the  month 
of  the  Spey,  the  wind  still  light  and  ahead.  Abo^t  eleven  it  freahened 
•ad  we  houaed  the  topmaat.  When  oppoaite  Coveaea  lighthouse  we  hove 
totnd  raefisd  mainaail.  The  tide  waa  now  running  down  the  Firth  with 
MMiderable  vek>oity,  and  it  took  ua  several  hours  to  beat  up  to  Surg- 
ical.    Tliis  town,  which  ia  built  on  a  boU  promontory  sMMiding  wvll 
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into  the  sea,  was  one  of  the  most  northern  stations  oooopied  by  the 
Romans,  and  some  very  interesting  remains  of  baths  and  other  buildings, 
are  still  pointed  oat  in  its  yiciiiity.  A  great  rivalry  exists  between  it 
and  its  neighbour  Lossiemouth,  as  to  which  shall  be  the  seaport  of  the 
City  of  Elgin,  as  its  now  dubs  itself  Lossiemouth  has  a  railway  mhkh, 
is  much  in  its  favor,  but  I  believe  if  there  is  any  choice  between  them 
it  is  the  worst  harbour  of  the  two.  The  proprietor  of  Burghead  has  at 
present  a  bill  before  Parliament  asking  powers  to  improve  the  harbour, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  he  will  succeed  in  making  something  of  it^'as  a 
good  harbour  is  much  wanted  on  that  side  of  the  Firth. 

From  Burghead  to  Cromarty  is  little  more  than  twenty  miles,  yet  it 
took  us  till  midnight  to  beat  across;  while  the  ebb  lasted  we  could  hardly 
hold  our  own,  and  af^r  dark  the  wind  came  down  in  heavy  and  uncer- 
tain squalls.  While  thrashing  her  up  to  the  narrow  entrance  of  the 
Cromarty  Firth,  blasts  that  laid  the  cutter  ever  and  anon  on  her  beaaa 
ends,  came  off  the  most  western  of  the  two  Sutors,  as  the  mountains 
which  flanks  the  entrance  are  called.  I  was  unwilling  to  reef,  as  I 
knew  I  would  be  snug  enough  when  I  g^t  inside,  so  carried  on,  but  not 
without  fear  that  something  would  give  way,  as  she  careened  to  each 
furious  puff.  Dawn  was  showing  itself  as  we  passed  the  pretty  town  of 
Cromarty,  opposite  which  a  smart  cutter  yacht  of  some  25  tons  was  lying, 
having  apparently  just  come  to  anchor,  as  her  punt  was  stiU  on  deck, 
and  her  sails  but  hastily  made  up.  She  belonged,  so  far  as  we  could 
guess,  from  the  imperfect  glimpse  of  her  burgee  which  was  got,  to  the 
Royal  Yorkshire  Club;  but  we  never  learned  her  name.  A  little  way 
further  up  on  the  starboard  hand  we  passed  Her  Majesty's  steam  blodc 
ship  Pembroke,  then  engaged  in  training  the  Naval  Coast  Yolonteers 
of  the  Cromarty  District:  she  lay  so  moored  that  on  exercising  her  guns 
she  fired  them  into  the  sands  of  Nigg,  on  the  Ross-shire  side  of  the 
Firth,  and  a  fistvorite  amusement  of  the  idlers  of  the  neighbourhood,  (in 
the  Highlands  certain  to  comprise  a  large  portion  of  the  population,)  was 
to  collect  in  great  numbers  whenever  they  heard  the  firing,  to  pick  up 
the  shot  and  return  them  to  the  ship,  for  which  they  receive  certain 
stipulated  coppers:  to  them  a  boon  of  inestimaable  value. 

At  4  a.m.  of  Sunday  we  anchored  a  little  above  Invergorden  har- 
bour in  about  7  fathoms.  The  yacht  was  immediately  huled  from  the 
pier  head,  but  we  were  too  tired  to  launch  the  boat,  at  that  hour,  to 
learn  the  purport  of  the  summons.  In  the  morning  my  friend  whom 
I^ezpected  to  meet  here  came  off  laden  with  letters  and  papers.  He 
and  his  servant  had  been  waiting  at  the  inn  here  for  several  days,  during 
6ur  detention  at  Peterhead,  and  his  patience  being  well  nigh  exhausted 
he  was  much  rejoiced  to  find  the  cutter  at  anchor. 
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Attended  the  Chureh  of  Ronheen*  in  which  pariah  Invergordon  is  lita- 
atad*  It  ia  a  lai^e  handaome  edifice,  but  miserably  empty,  only  twenty- 
fear  people^  including  the  clergyman,  appearing  thinly  scattered  among 
the  pews,  which  would  haye  easily  held  one  thousand*  Most  of  the 
pew  doors  had  ducal  coronets  upon  them;  a  use  of  heraldic  emblaion- 
ment  i  never  had  seen  before,  and  a  custom  more  honored  in  the  breadi 
than  the  observance.  'Tis  very  well  for  vanity  to  disport  itself  on  the 
panels  of  gaudy  carriages,  but  church  seats  are  no  place  for  such  embel- 
lishments. 

Having  got  my  ftiend  and  all  his  belongings,  (including  his  servant, 
who  was  to  act  as  steward;  and  who  had  previously  been  for  several 
years  in  that  capacity  in  a  large  ship,)  on  board,  we  started  on  Monday 
morning,  the  ld(h,  with  a  splendid  breese  from  south-west,  the  very 
thing  we  required.  We  ran  quickly  down  the  Cromarty  Firth,  which 
M  only  some  five  or  six  miles  long  from  Invergordon  to  the  mouth. 
After  passing  the  Extern  Sutor  there  is  some  very  foul  ground,  and  it 
is  necessary  to  keep  a  good  o£&ing  to  clear  the  reef  called  *'  The  Three 
Kings  I*"  the  buoy,  a  red  one,  at  the  extremity,  is  about  a  mile  from  the 
sboreu  From  the  chart  I  thought  it  was  nearer  the  land,  and  being  un- 
able to  make  it  out,  thought  it  had  been  carried  away,  and  ran  in 
between  it  and  the  innermost  part  of  the  reef,  rather  a  hasardous  expe- 
riment»  but  as  it  was  low  water  we  saw  the  rocks  on  both  rides  of  us 
and  avoided  them;  but  I  would  not  recommend  any  one  to  follow  my 
example  in  so  doing.  After  we  were  past  the  danger,  we  saw  the  buoy 
along  way  outside  of  us.  By  noon  we  were  abreast  of  Tarbet  Ness 
l^thouee,  and  at  8  p.m.  took  our  departure  from  Noss  Head,  as  we 
expected  to  see  no  more  land  till  we  made  the  Fair  Isle.  Our  course 
waa  N.E.  and  by  N.^E.;  wind  light  but  fair. 

Tuesday  morning  at  8  a.m.  was  very  hasy:  patent  log  showed  we 
had  nearly  run  the  distance  for  Fair  Isle,  but  no  land  was  visible,  and  in 
consequence  altered  our  course  a  point  and  a  quarter  to  the  westward. 
About  1  p.m.  saw  land,  which  we  took  for  Sumburgh  HIad,  the  most 
southern  point  of  Shetland.  At  3  p.m.  sighted  another  high  headland 
which  we  took  for  Noss  Head:  at  4  p.m.  the  haze  cleared  away  and  we 
found  that  instead  of  steering  up  firassay  Sound,  as  we  had  imagined  we 
were  doing,  we  were  crossing  Sumburgh  Roost  from  Fair  Isle  to  Fitftd 
Head,  and  were  rapidly  opening  Cliff  Sound  and  the  Channel  leading 
to  Scalloway  on  the  west  tide  of  the  Shetland  Islands,  while  we  wished 
to  go  to  Lerwick  on  the  east  ride.  This  accounted  also  for  the  extra- 
ordinary heavy  swell:  though  the  weather  was  very  fine,  the  cutter  was 
pitching  her  bowsprit  under,  and  her  lively  movements  had  upset  the 
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•tanMcbfl  c)f  tlie  oldesfe  sailors  oa  bonrd*  and  eompletely  flabbeigastod 
owe  DOW  8le«rard,  wha  waa  the  most  perfaet  pidbure  of  wretchedneaa  1 
ef«t  behald^  and  wb*  then  aud  thsre  got  enough  of  yaoht  tailuig^  l» 
satisfjr  him  hr  the  xest  of  hia  naturai  lifa. 

We  no  looiiav  discovered  our  mialake  thaa  we  altered  our  eome»  and 
the  tide  being  in  mut  £svor  we  weie  soon  swept  round  Old  8iiinbui)gh, 
aod  up  akwg  the  land  towavda  the  mouth  of  Braasay  Sound*  The  land 
we  had  fi»l  aom  had  bee«  the  Fair  {sic»  aod  the  aecoud  Sumburgh 
Head:  there  is  a  yery  considerable  resemblance  in  some  poiutaof  v'ew, 
andsveli  a  mistake  is  not  unlikely  to  happen  to  any  one  not  very  fiftmiiiar 
with  the  ODutfHikr  of  both.  There  appears  to  be  a  strong  current  setting 
to  the  eastwaid  in  the  sea  betweeo  Orkney  and  SUatkuidt  and  in  shapiag 
a  coarse  from  the  aauou  kmd  of  Scotlaud  to  Shetland  som«  allowanoe 
oii^ht  to  he  made  iiur  tbis.  Indeed,  probably  Ihr  best  method  of  mak- 
ing the  pa&»af*e  woM  be  to  keep  tW  Qroadian  lai  d  aboard  till  you 
reach  the  Stnrt  Poinl  at  the  extremity  of  t»>at  ArehipebgO)  and 
fnm' thence  steer  a  course  for  Sumburi^  Head,  keeping  to  the  west- 
ward of  the  Fair  I4o.  The  only  thing  to  be  uvoided  in  taking  tkia 
plan,  is  ^ttint^  involved  in  the  furious  tide  race,  known  aa  Sumbucgh 
Rooot:  this,  ad  we  fmnd,  extends  some  miles  to  the  south  of  the  Shett- 
land  Is'aiids,  and  iu  rough  weather  the  sea  ia  fvigliiialy  even  »  enim 
weather  the  danger  ia  ooTisiderable,  aud  there  are  inalanoes  narrated 
of  viiaseifl  which  have  been  dismasted  in  the  swell,  and  kept  v&wiing 
backwards  and  fiirwarda  in  these  seething  tides  for  weeks  at  a  time.  In 
paasbg  the  Roost  you  shouM  either  keep  a  good  offing  or  steer  ck>se  to 
the  shore:  the  latter  being  I  believe  the  surest  method  of  avoiding  the 
heavy  overfieills. 

v>wing  to  our  deviation  from  the  ordinary  course,  we  had  the  acenery 
of  the  Pbate,  very  distinctly  in  view  for  sometime ;i^Fitlttl  Head  was,  as 
everybody  knows,  the  residence  of  the  real  heroine  of  the  tale,-^^'orna. 
There  was  situated,  the  old  ruiiied  Piotish  Burgh  or  Duu,  where  she 
and  her  frimili«'(r  dwarf,  Nick  btrumpfer,  received  Magous  Troil  and  his 
&ir  daughters,  and  pitched  the  good  supper  be  had  provided  for  himself 
■o  unceremoniously  into  the  sea;  and  in  a  sandy  bay  between  Fitful 
Head  and  Sumburgh  Head  lies  the  old  house  of  JaHshof,  where  the 
father  of  the  hero  dwelt,  aud  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  the  story 
opens.  It  b  odd  enough  that  the  Shetlandei^  do  not  fuel  at  all  flattered 
by  Sir  Walter  having  Uid  the  scene  of  this  romanoe  smuug  their  wild 
islands  It  is  difficult  to  account  for  this,  as  the  only  objection  I  have 
heard  them  make  to  the  book  was,  that  the  names  of  pJaves  were  not 
correct,  and  bekmged  more  to  Orkney  than  Shetland.     ^*ow  it  must  be 
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oliMrv<ed  tbat  of  the  Orcadiaiw  the  Shetlafwfon  mre  more  than  rafficiencly 
jeeleas;  and  aiigiit  likeiy  t » inetease  the  repute  of  the  ii»outberii  groap 
IB  gall  and  wornwood  to  the  dwellers  of  the  Northem.  Kodeed  t}ie 
inhabitawn  of  «be  two,  do  not  differ  lese  than  the  islands  themsehrei. 
The  Orkaeja  are  gieaerally  low,  and  where  eultivated  wonderliilly  rkh 
•nd  prodnoCvf%  fer  iMr  geographical  poeition,  but  where  ancnltt?aled 
brown  and  eoubre  in  eolonr,  heiag  generally  ooverad  wi^  heather, 
flhethiid  again  has  no  heather,  and  the  hills  are  all  clothed  with  a  rough 
green  verdore  not  yery  pleasant  to  look  at  on  close  inspection,  but  gir- 
ing  theai  a  liTely  appearanoe  at  a  distance,  which  the  Orkneys  decidedly 
waut.  The  outKne  of  tf»e  'Shetlavds  t  <n  is  mivph  finer,  and  some  of 
their  headlands  are  magnificent.  The  inhabitanta  of  the  latter  take 
after  tlieir  conntiy,  and  beat  the  Oreaduns,  indeed  I  may  say  all  Scot- 
land hi  i^gard  to  geod  looks.  In  no  town  of  its  siae  will  y<iu  see  more 
handsome  faces  "than  in  Lerwick,  I  wont  vonoh  for  all  of  them  being 
OB  evety  oecssion  as  clean  as  they  ought  tu  be. 

Afbr  pacing  Hamburgh  we  soon  got  into  amoQ«h  water.  We  met 
geeat  numbers  of  boats  fishing;  the  fish  they  eanght  seemed  diiefly  oole» 
lome  of  them  of  large  site.  The  erews  seemed  «nzio«s  to  sell,  but  huge 
vole  fish  ate  not  a  tempting  moncS,  and  we  were  not  induced  to  bay. 
Just  as  we  finished  dinner  wn  reached  the  opeiiiwg  of  the  Sound  of 
Mousa,  flnd  in  order  to  shew  my  friends  the  well  pveeerved  Pietish  Ibrt 
OB  the  Island  of  Mo^sa,  I  stsfersd  ap  the  Sonnd,  th«r^by  sncnrasing  -oar 
discance  from  Lerwick,  but  not  much.  W«  did  tvcft  hnvd,  being  eoiflent 
with  the  -view  from  the  dedc  The  berildiag  is  c^ese  totheshere^  and  «, 
I  believe,  all  it  ever  was,  but  that  is  not  much:  it  looks  mere  Hke  an 
exaggerated  dice  box  than  a  place  of  defence;  and  tl}e  only  wonder  is 
what  it'ooakl  hsTe  been  used  for:  it  has  no  windows^  and  the  doer  is 
etfly  threejfeet  high,  tt  is  built  of  dry  stones,  aad  seems  (to  hare  been 
eniscru<M«d  in  the  Tcry  earliest  dawn  of  architectural  knewtsdgQ,  before 
either  arofa  «r  stair  had  ^been  indented.  Wretched  as  this  bnrgh  seenM, 
Torfaens  describes  it  as  rssisttng  a  leng  seige  from  a  Merwegian  £asl, 
m  the  I^thoentuiy,  iwd  aetoaliy  beating  off  its  assailant^— 4iwir  seige 
train  eotlld  not  havie  been  ^my  complete.  Many  ot  then  forts  are 
seattered  over  Shetland,  but  this  is  eonsklered  the  most  perfect.  It  u 
a  perfection  of  a  most  imperfect  kind. 

Abotat  7  p. as.,  we  aaofaored  in  Lerwick  harbour,  4md  a  most  excel- 
isbt  one  it  is,  good  (holding  gromid  and  deep  water  up  to  the  wharves 
and  :landiag>plaoes  'of  which  there  are  asgreatabandanee.  We  kist  no 
time  in  applying  to  my  ^xaekkn^  friend  Mr.  iiagr.,  whose  kindness  and 
attention  «n  ^is(as«Bi  itemer  aceawons  ^m84tboTe  all  cpraise,  and  of  adiose 
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good  offices  I  strongly  reoommend  all  yachtsmen  who  go  to  Lerwick  to 
avail  themselves.  In  the  course  of  the  evening  we  had  a  supply  of  water, 
coals,  and  provisions  of  every  sort,  ready  for  an  early  start  for  Bergen  in 
the  morning.  Ahont  nine  a  cutter  yacht  was  seen  entering  the  harbour 
from  the  nor'ard,  and  I  soon  recognised  the  low  side  and  graceful  form 
of  my  old  fnend,  the  Avenger.  On  going  on  board  I  found  her  worthy 
owner  and  a  party  of  friends  on  their  return  from  a  fishing  cruise  to 
Dnst,  the  most  northern  of  the  Shetland  group,  in  which  they  had  been 
very  successful.  It  was  a  singular  coincidence  that  while  at  anchor  in 
Lerwick  harbour  the  previous  summer  (that  of  1856,)  the  Avenger,  then 
the  property  of  another  friend,  came  in  from  a  Norwegian  cruise,  and  lay 
beside  us  for  several  days.  Well  do  I  remember  her  advent:  I  had  gone 
to  Lerwick  partly  with  the  view  of  meeting  her,  but  after  laying  there 
for  sometime  and  hearing  nothing  of  her  I  had  lost  patience,  and  had 
started  for  the  west  side  of  Shetland,  intending  to  visit  the  island  of 
Papa  Stour,  where  the  Scandinavian  sword  dance  is  still  practiced.  The 
morning  had  promised  well,  and  I  had  got  down  towards  Sumburgh,  as 
fiur  as  the  Sound  of  Mousa,  when  it  came  away  all  of  a  heap,  as  it  does 
in  those  islands,  hot  and  heavy  from  the  south-east  Too  thankful  to 
have  a  good  harbour  under  my  lee  I  ran  back  to  Lerwick,  and  well  it 
was  I  did  so,  for  a  worse  night  than  that  which  followed  I  hardly  re- 
member. All  next  day  it  continued  to  blow  with  thick  heavy  driving* 
mist  and  rain.  In  the  evening  it  cleared  up,  and  about  7  p.m.»  a 
cutter  yacht  was  seen  coming  up  Brassay  Sound  with  close  reefed 
mainsail  and  storm  jib.  This  was  none  other  than  the  long-loo  ed  for 
Avenger.  She  had  made  the  land  just  as  the  gale  came  on,  her  owner 
who  sailed  her  himself  had  never  been  in  any  harbour  in  Shetland  and 
feared  to  run  in,  as  night  was  approaching  and  the  weather  so  bad. 
He  gave  chase  to  a  fishing  boat  he  saw  scudding  before  the  gale,  and 
asked  them  to  put  a  pilot  on  board,  they  said  they  could  not  do  so  in 
such  a  sea,  but  that  if  he  would  follow  them,  they  would  lead  him  into 
a  safe  harbour.  This  Mr.  T.  wisely  declined  doing,  and  instead,  dose- 
reefed  his  vessel  and  hove  to,  with  her  head  off  the  land.  So  heavy 
was  the  sea  that  the  drawers  in  the  cabin  lockers  were  all  forced  oat, 
still  she  made  wonderfully  good  weather  of  it,  though  the  night  was  a 
fearful  one.  Until  4  p.m.  next  day  he  could  not  make  sail.  When  it 
did  moderate  Mr.  T.  brought  her  into  Lerwick  by  the  chart  The  boat 
he  had  hailed  had  not  been  heard  of  when  we  lef^  Shetland,  and  the 
general  belief  was  that  she  had  been  lost;  a  fate  which  would  doubtlen 
have  attended  the  Avenger  had  she  followed  her. 

But  to  retum  to  my  present  cruise^-— on  zetoniing  on  board,  my  own 
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jacht^  I  was  not  a  little  disgusted  to  fiud  that  Master  Bill,  our  steward, 
liad  intimated  that  he  would  go  no  further,  and  that  he  intended  return- 
ing home  by  the  next  steamer.  Hb  master  added,  that  he  warned  him 
that  if  he  did  so,  he  must  quit  his  service  for  ever,  and  that  he  thought 
we  would  hear  no  more  of  it.  All  therefore  seemed  readj  for  an  early 
start.  Next  morning  however,  my  friend  came  to  my  cabin,  and  told 
ne  that  William  had  come  to  intimate  that  he  had  a  boat  alongside, 
and  that  he  was  going  ashore^  and  begged  I  would  get  up  and  reason 
with  him.  I  did  so,  and  asked  him  what  he  meant  by  such  rascally  con- 
duct, the  only  answer  I  could  elicit  was  that  '*  he  could  not  be  easy  in 
his  mind,'^  which  being  interpreted  meant,  he  was  terribly  (lightened. 
I  tried  to  show  him  the  absurdity,  as  well  as  ingratitude  of  deserting 
a  land  master  with  whom  he  had  been  for  years  in  all  parts  of  the 
world,  and  who  had  uniformly  treated  him,  as  he  admitted,  with  extreme 
kindness;  but  there  was  no  arguing  with  him,  Sumburgh  Roost  had 
heen  too  much  for  him,  and  stay  he  would  not  At  first  I  was  much 
aooojed  at  haying  our  plans  thwarted  in  this  way,  but  I  was  soon  glad  to 
be  rid  of  such  a  white-livered,  chicken-hearted,  ungrateful  wretch.  Had 
be  never  been  at  sea  before  I  could  have  excused  him;  but  a  fellow  who 
had  been  steward  since  he  was  a  mere  boy,  to  be  (lightened  at  a  littie 
rough  water  was,  as  his  master  emphaticaUy  expressed  it^  *'quite  too 
much  of  the  monkey.^' 

Luckily  one  of  the  hands  on  board  had  acted  as  steward  for  some 
siooths  in  a  previous  ship,  and  he  offered  to  undertake  the  duties  if  we 
ecMild  get  another  seaman  to  take  his  place,  this  I  found  no  difficulty  in 
doing;  and  in  the  course  of  tiie  day  shipped  a  capital  hand  who  had 
SKied  as  mate  of  a  schooner  trading  from  Lerwick  to  the  Baltic:  he  had 
just  been  paid  off,  and  stated  his  readiness  to  come  onboard  next  mom* 
iog  aft  dght  o^dock. 

These  important  arrangements  having  been  completed,  I  and  one 
friend  visited  another  Pictish  fort  very  much  ruined,  situated  on  an 
island  on  a  loch  near  Lerwick,  delighting  in  the  euphomous  designation 
of  Cliecknm  inn,  from  which  Sir  Walter  Scott,  doubtless  borrowed  the 
designation  of  the  hostelry  where  Mrs.  Meg  Dods  practised  the  art  of 
cookery,  and  dispensed  hospitality  to  the  lieges,  for  a  consideration,  while 
two  of  our  party  went  to  fish  the  lochs  of  Tingwall  and  sketch  the  old 
castle  of  Scalloway  on  tiie  west  side  of  the  bland.  It  came  on  to  rain 
heavily,  but  they  accomplished  both,  though  the  fishing  was  not  very 
sueceesful,  as  the  only  boat  on  the  lake,  that  belonging  to  tiie  clergyman, 
was  pre-engaged;  the  sketching  however  made  up  for  every  deficiency » 
it  was  most  artistic. 

HO  3.  —VOL.  VII.  L     ♦ 
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A  SUMMER'S  CRUISE  IN  185— 
CHAPTER  VI. 

THB  ZINOABl'a  OIUYS — A.  HOBSB  BACB  IN  THE   DABK — A  LOCH-ITKE  BOAT  WSD- 
DnrO — ^LA  BBKBDICTIOK  DBS  EAUX — A  HiaHLAND  WBDDXNG — THB  CUMBRAB. 

OuB  sail  down  Loch-fyne,  was  somewhat  more  tedious  than  our  preYions 
run  up,  haying  now  the  wind  ahead,  hut  it  gave  us  all  the  more  time  to 
enjoy  the  heauties  of  the  wild  mountain  scenery  on  either  side  of  thia 
fine  highland  loch,  with  every  spot  of  which,  I  was  "  in  days  gone  by," 
as  familiar  as  with  my  own  deck; — not  a  track  across  its  heath-clad  hills 
that  I  have  not  trod  with  lightsome  heart,  alike  in  summer's  sunshine, 
when  the  purple  bloom  was  on  the  sweet  scented  heather  I  and  in  hoary 
winter's  biting  storms,  when  the  heath  slept  silently  beneath,  Bfid  the 
mountain  streams  dashed  darkly  through  the  white,  white,  trackless 
snow!  Not  a  mile  of  that  meandering  road  along  its  shores,  now 
mounting  inland  in  steep  ascent,  now  skirting  its  clear  waters  fringed 
with  rocks  and  foliage  to  their  very  edge.  Not  a  mile  but  I  have  gal- 
loped over,  with  heart  as  light,  and  head  as  free  from  care,  as  the  g^oodly 
highland  steed  that  bore  me!  Not  a  hall  or  hamlet  that  I  did  not  know, 
or  that  knew  me  not!  And  now  every  spot  would  seem  as  the'  it  had 
something  to  say  to  the  whilom  stranger  from  his  Father-land— some 
happy  hour  to  speak  of  and  to  glad  the  heart  with— 

•*  Bright  memories  of  the  past," 

or,  it  may  be  of  some  sad  remembrance,  wherewithal  to  dead  the  brow 
and  which, 

" With  heavy  wing  hath  shaded 

The  hopes  too  bright  to  last!" 

And  fast  do  both  kinds  of  such  memories  crowd  upon  us  as  we  glide 
along  the  deep  sdll  waters  of  this  ^'memory  stirring  ^'  loch,  stretched  on 
the  Wildflower's  pleasant  decks,  and  wrapt  in, 
••  The  light  of  other  daysl" 

Abreast  of  us  now;  about  half  way  down  the  loch,  with  glass  in  hand 
I  can  just  make  out  a  Hn^/  mound  in  a  small  green  spot  close  to  the 

♦  Continued  from  p.  49. 
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rippling  waten,  and  within  a  yard  oi  two  of  the  road  along  its  shores; 
— chat  "  tiny  mound  "  I  saw  myself,  when  a  boy,  thrown  up,  sorrow- 
foil  j  and  silently,  for  beneath  it  lies  a  "  $peck  on  the  ocean  of  life,"— -a 
poor  Sngari,  whose  wanderine^  tribe  onoe  pitched  their  frail  tent  on 
tbat  same  spot,  and  who  doubtless  sent  up  shouts  of  mirth  and  jollity  > 
■6  bUthely  as  the  best  of  them! 

It  was  **  a  long  time  ago  "  when  first  the  terror-striking  cry  of  "  cho- 
lera** was  heard  on  these  secluded  shores,  that  in  passing  this  spot  I  saw 
a  ^psy's  tent  pitched  close  to  the  road  side,  and  wondered  to  see  it 
deserted;—- one  step  of  my  horse  brought  the  interior  of  the  tent  full  in 
▼iew,^— it  was  occupied  by  a  corpse!  which  on  enquiry  I  found  had  lain 
ihtire  some  days  deserted  by  the  gipsies  themselves,  and  no  one  daring 
to  go  near  it  for  fear  of  infection!  But  the  poor  wanderer  must  have 
a  resting  plaoe;  and  the  mode  of  accomplishing  it,  was  to  dig  a  pit 
elose  to  the  tent,  along  its  whole  length.  This  done,  by^means  of  a 
large  "  cab^  of  wood  the  tent  with  its  unconscious  occupant  was  swept 
into  that  rode  resting-place  o'er  which  we  raised  a  <*  tiuy  mound "  of 
earth  to  mark  alone  the  spot  where  lies  the  poor  *'  Zingari." 

But  oh!  how  reckless  is  youth! — for  past  this  very  spot,  a  few  year's 
later,  might  be  seen  the  selfsame  owner  of  the  Wildfiower  and  a  friend, 
riding  on  at  full  gallop,  contesting  in  a  private  match  the  speed  of  their 
respective  horses,  in  a  night  so  dark,  and  along  a  road  in  some  parts  so 
narrow  that  if  the  raising  of  their  '*  tiny  mounds"  had  been  the  conse- 
quence of  that  breakneck  ride,  it  need  not  have  been  wondered  at! — and 
near  enough  too  it  was  to  (me  of  them. 

Our  foolish  match  was  made,  I  need  scarcely  tell,  not  only  after 
dinner,  but  after  the  ^ doch-in-darra^y*  or  parting  Highland  stirrup 
cap.  It  was  to  be  along  the  high  road!  the  first  arriv^ed  at  ■  inn 
(a  distance  of  ten  miles,)  to  be  the  winner;  and  as  already  stated'  the 
night  was  dark,  pitch  dark !  So  ofi^  we  went,  my  friend  taking  the  lead 
for  a  mile  or  so— keeping  it  too.  My  young  blood  was  up,  striking 
the  spurs  into  my  horse's  sides  I  soon  was  foremost.  On  we  dashed  !— 
nde  by  side  for  mile  after  mile,  till  half  the  distance  was  passed,  when 
all  at  once  the  rocks  at  a  sudden  turn  in  the  road  resounded  as  I 
thought  with  the  loud  clatter  of  my  opponeut^s  steps  giving  me  the 
go-by  I  This  was  not  to  be  borne  by  young  flesh  and  blood,  and 
gaang  earnestly  before  me,  trying  to  pierce  the  murky  darkness  of 
the  night,  and  make  out  that  I  was  gaining  on  my  friend,  I  galloped  on 
more  fiercely  than  ever,  determined  yet  to  win  ;  nor  heeded  the  loss  of 
my  hat,  struck  off  in  the  dark  by  a  protruding  branch  while  going  at 
a  good  15  miles  an  hour  ! — a  dose  shave  for  life  too  was  that  lame  hat 
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losing  business  ;  for  a  couple  of  inches  lower,  and — I  should  neTer 
have  trod  the  Wildflower's  decks  I  But  now  we  approach  thefgoal — 
the  road-side  inn  is  dose  at  hand  where  was  to  end  our  breakneck  ride, 
yet  to  the  last  I  gaye  not  up  hope  ;  but  urged  my  poor  horse  till  he 
could  scarce  hold  out  many  strides  more  at  the  same  pace  ! 

At  length  the  goal  is  passed  !  the  race  is  therefore  lost!  and  I  pull  op 
to  join  my  triumphant  Mend  at  the  door  of  the  inn— -but  he  is  not  there  I 
I  enter  the  house  and  neither  is  he  there!  no  one  has  seen  him!  no  oiie 
has  ever  heard  him  pass!  Ah!  now  I  see  it — ^he  has  beat  me  80*hollofr 
that  instead  of  waiting  he  must  have  quietly  gone  on  before  1  but  tliis 
view  of  the  case  not  being  corroborated  by  the  people  of  the  inn,  wlio 

confidently  asserted  that  Mr. could  not  have  passed  without  their 

knowing, — I  at  once  became  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  my  friend  :  and 
with  lanterns  we  sallied  back  again  along  the  road  in  search  of  him^— 
we  had  not  gone  far  when  we  met  his  smoking  steed;  but  riderless  !  and 
nothing  of  the  rider  was  dissevered  till  we  had  retraced  nearly  half  the 
distance,  when  close  to  the  sudden  turn  where  I  thought  my  friend  had 
passed  me, — and  but  a  Utile  way  from  the.  gipst^s  grave,  we  found  him 
lying  insensible  and  severely  hurt !  I  need  not  say  how  bitterly  I  re- 
flected upon  myself  as  the  indirect  cause  of  the  accident,  nor  how  I 
vowed  never  again  to  ride  races  in  the  dark  I 

From  such  ^'  old  memories"  as  these,  as  we  were  getting  down  to  Otter 
Ferry,  I  was  roused  by  the  sound  of  bagpipes,  which  we  soon  discovered 
came  from  a  herring  fishing-boat  putting  off  from  the  shore,  fall  of  men 
and  women,  boist<erous  with  ^<  mirth  and  jollity"; — ^this  was  what  the 
fishermen  call  a  "Boat  Wedding",  it  being  the  invariable  custom 
amongst  herring  fishers  in  Loch-fyne  to  hold  a  merry  meeting  of  their 
friends  onboard,  including  'Sweethearts  and  wives,"  at  their  first  "fitting 
out^  for  the  season  : — this  meeting  of  **  friends  "  almost  invariably  ends 
in  a  parting  of  "  foes"  under  the  influence  of  "  usquebagh,"  which^ia 
liberally  circulated  on  these,  as  well  as  on  most  other  convivial  occasions, 
in  this  northern  part  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions  ;  and  of  which  we  soon 
had  occular  demonstration,  for  the  fishing  boat  was  left  to  her  own  devi- 
ces, the  men  shouted  and  fought  like  demons,  hitting  at  each  other  with 
oars,  boat-hooks,  tiller,  or  anything  else  that  came  handy,  while  the 
women  kept  screeching  to  the  pitch  of  their  voices ;  bagpipes  playing, 
and  a  most  uproarious  din  kept  up,  enough  to  ''  frighten  the  Frendi." 

Apropos  of  the  French! — ^it  would  do  our  countrymen  and  country- 
women  too  for  the  matter  of  that  no  harm,  to  see  the  somewhat  difierent 
and  christian-like  way  in  which  they  inau^rate  their  fishing  season;  or 
as  they  call  it  '* La  benediction  des  eaux''     No  whiskey  drinking  or 
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fighdng  there;  but  a  solemn  prooesnon  of  fishermen  and  their  fiunilies, 
headed  hj  the  priests,  descending  deooronslj  and  pionsly  to  meet  the 
wateiy  element  on  which  so  much  depends,  and  o£Pering  up  uni^ 
prajere  to  heaven  for  a  bleasbg  on  their  coming  season.     Oh! 

'*  Could  we  see  ourselTet  as  others  see  us 
It  wad  frae  monj  a  blunder  free  us  I" 

"  A  striking  contrast  I  must  confess,"  said  a  finend  and  visitor  on 
board,  who  belonged  to  ^  these  parts,"  and  to  whom  I  had  just  been 
describing  the  French  ceremonj. 

*'  And  not  much  to  the  advantage  of  your  saintly  country  folks  either,^ 
said  a  piquainte  Fair  Wildflower;  *'  what  a  pity  tliey  don't  take  a  les- 
son fipom  our  neighbours  across  the  Channel,  whom  however,  I  suppose 
th^  are  ready  enough  to  condemn." 

"  Rather  severe^"  said  our  visitor,  ''  but  so  long  as  the  world  lasts  I 
suppose  will  last  the  customs  of  a  country,  good  and  bad  together,  whe- 
ther 'Boat  weddings,'  or  'Benedictions  des  eaux;'  whether  'Merry 
Highland  weddings,'  or  '  French  Marriages  des  convenance.' " 

''Oh!  a  'Highland  wedding! ' — I  should  like  to  see  one.  Do  tell 
us  all  about  them;  and  whether  it  be  true,  as  I  have  heard,  that  one 
lasts  for  three  days?" 

"  Not  always,  tho'  sometimes  they  do;  but  if  you  will  all  promise  not 
to  stop  me  in  the  middle  of  my  story  I  will  give  you  an  authentic 
account  of  one  at  which  I  was  myself  present" 

This  offer  was  highly  applauded,  and  while  the  Wildflower  drifte 
akmg  with  the  tide,  waiting  for  a  breeze  to  waft  us  to  the  Clyde^  our 
friend  shall  spin  his  own  yam. 

*' Ton  must  understand  that  '  lea  inviies*  at  a  Highland  wedding 
&rm  two  parties,  the  one  being  composed  of  guests  invited  by  the  family 
of  the  bride,  the  other  by  that  of  the  bridegroofnr.^on  this  occasion  I 
bdonged  to  the  former. 

"  It  was  eariy  on  an  autumnal  morning,  long  before  breakout  time, 
diat  I  mounted  my  pony  and  galloped  off  with  a  companion  who  had 
to  perform  the  onerous  and  important  duties  of  best-man,  angliee 
'groom's-man  ^  to  the  bride,  the  daughter  of  a  small  farmer,  and  as  fine 
a  lassie  as  you  would  wish  to  see  in  a  long  summer^s  cruise,  the  bride- 
groom being  nothing  to  boast  of  so  far  as  personal  appearance  went. 

"Arrived  at  the  bride^s  house,  after  a  short  canter  of  good  ten  miles  t 
we  were  ushered  into  the  bam,  metamorphosed  for  the  nonce  into  a 
smart  reception  room,  where  extensive  tables  were  extemporised  out  of 
casks  for  flie  '  pillar  and  daw'  portion,  with  some  stray  threshing  floors, 
and  sundry  bam  doors  made  to  do  duty  for  table  tops,  which  were 


74  hunt's  yachting  magazine. 

groaning   under  the  weighty  load  of  a  dejeune  a  la  /ourchelte^  that  did 
one*8  heart  good  to  look  upon,  particularly  after  a  ten  milea'  ride,  and 
the  satisfactory  congciousnesa  of  not  being  bridegroom  on  the  occasion 
oneself!     I  have  said  the  load  of  the  superincumbent  dejeune  was  heavy^ 
and  so  you  would  have  thought  too,  had  you  seen  the  huge  tubs  mf  tecL 
placed  in  different  parts  of  the  table,  into  which  the  tea  cups  were 
plunged  to  save  the  trouble  and  the  time  of  pouring  it  out ;  then  the 
cauldrons  of  smoking  pink  and  white  potatoes,  ''  laughing  in  their  skins" 
and  placed  at  convenient  intervals  on  the  festive  board  ; — huge  boiled 
hams  reeking  hot  from  the  boiler  ;  piles  of  salt  Loch-fyne  herrings  glit- 
tering in  their  silvery  scales  ;  with  hundred  weights  of  cheese  ;  moun- 
tiuns  of  oatmeal  cake,  and  bannocks  a  good  half  inch  thick  :  while  the 
available  interstices  of  the  table  were  filled  up  with  pyramids  of  iresh 
eggs  and  tubs  of  salt  butter  !     Well  might  the  extempore  tables  groan 
under  such  a  load! 

^'Around  this  festive  board  had  already  assembled  nearly  all  the  guests, 
in  number  about  40  or  50,  and  despatch  being  the  order  of  the  day 
(for  a  hard  day's  work  lay  before  us)  the  breakfast  was  not  long  dwelt 
over — and  now  came  the  important  part  of  arranging  the  guests  in 
marching  array,  and  marshalling  the  bride's  procession  which  had  some 
miles  to  go,  before  joining  that  of  the  bridegroom. 

<<  It  was  one  condition  in  the  arrangement  of  our  procession  that  we 
should  march  in  'double  file,'  each  file  being  composed  of '  lad  and  lass*, 
both  taking  hold  of  a  handkerchief,  one  in  the  right,  the  other  in  the 
lefb  hand; — ^now'  Love  laughs  at  locksmiths,'  they  say,  and  if  so,  it  isn't 
surely  to  be  supposed  that  he  couldn't  do  the  same  with  handkerchief  : 
so  that  it  is  dear  their  object  could  never  be  to  act  as  a  safeguard  to 
either  sex,  but  on  the  contrary  as  an  outward  emblem  of  union  on  the 
happy  occasion,  while  my  own  candid  opinion  is,  that  there  were  other 
and  stronger  '  bonds  of  union'  at  both  ends  of  the  handkerchief,  could 
the  hearts  of  some  young  blithe  and  raysome  couples  have  been  seen 
into. 

«  Be  that  as  it  may,  however,  seeing  that  the  arrangement  was  destined 
to  hold  good  for  the  whole  line  of  march,  both  going  and  returning, 
it  behoved  one  to  be  somewhat  particular  in  his  choice,  as  to  the  damsel 
on  whom  his  handkerchief  should  fall ; — at  least  so  I  thought;— but  just 
as  I  was  ruminating  on  the  subject  and  casting  about  for  a  partner  who 
was  likely  to  '*  keep  step"  with  me  on  the  march — up  came  some  one 
with  *  a  cut  and  dry '  choice  for  me  in  the  shape  of  the  bride's  sister,  a 
blooming  young  maiden  scarce  out  of  her  teens,  who  was  kindly  allotted 
to  my  guidance,  or  rather  me  to  hers  ;  and  I  must  honestly  say,  that  if 
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I  bad  had  the  whole  day  to  naake  a  choice,  I  don't  thiuk  it  could  have 
Cdlen  on  a  prettier,  rosier,  merrier  or  warmer-hearted  shipmate,  for 
my  '  right  hand  file/  than  the  blushing,  laughing,  fair  one  so  kindly 
bestowed  upon  me. 

^  And  now  we  are  off  hand-in-haod,  (barring  the  handkerchief),  bag- 
pipea  thundering  out  a  quick  step  at  our  head;  and  on  either  hand  a 
group  of  outsiders  with  old  muskets,  rusty  pistols,  and  even  big  bam 
door  keys  with  an  impromptu  touch-hole  filed  in  them,  were  blazing 
away  DO  end  of  powder,  to  the  consternation  of  our  several  right  hand 
files,'  who  at  times  firom  the  propinquity  of  the  discharge  were  under 
ibe  necessity  of  taking  a  reef  in  the  handkerchief,  and  '  dressing '  a  little 
closer  '  to  the  left,'  which  for  my  part  I  thought  all  the  more  agree- 
aUe. 

**  Soon  we  joined  the  bridegroom^s  procession,  and  after  a  little  time 
spent  in  re-marshalling  our  host, — away  we  went  again,  with  an  eight 
mile  march  before  us  to  the  parish  minister,  not  the  church,  only  that 
ibey  happened  to  be  both  i&longside  one  another. 

**  Arrived  at  the  clergy man^s  house  or  manse;  a  deputation  headed 
(as  all  the  business  of  the  day  was)  by  the  best-man,  proceeded  to  the 
honsej  and  soon  made  matters  straight  with  the  worthy  pastor,  bringing 
him  to  the  *  public-house'  of  the  village'  in  which  were  assembled  as 
many  of  the  company  as  cared  to  enter,  or  could  find  room  to  witness 
Ae  ceremony.  Here  too  '  all  hands '  were  '  piped  to  grog/  and  the 
health  of  the  newly  married  couple  was  drank  in  flowing  bumpers  of 
'pore  usquebagh'  to  help  us  on  our  march  back  to  the  bridegroom's 
house. 

^  But  now  the  '  gloaming'  is  at  hand, — ^ihe  chill  of  a  late  autumnal 
evening  begins  to  fall;  and  sundry  changes  become  erident  in  the  order 
x£  our  mardi;  the  outward  '  bond  of  union '  is  in  many  instances  dis- 
carded, altho'  it  may  be,  the  handkerchief  gives  place  to  warmer  ^  ties;  * 
and  amongst  the  younger  portion  of  the  procession  might  be  seen  the 
merry  maidens  shielded  firom  the  cold,  under  Scotch  plaids  of  such 
Toluminous  capacity  as  quite  to  corroborate  the  assertion  that 

^  There's  room  in't  dear  lassie  believe  me  for  boa^ 

**  But  the  plaid  being  liable  to  derangement  during  the  march,  there 
might  here  and  there  be  seen  a  slender  waist  supported  by  the  brawny 
arms  of  her  compagnan  de  vogcige^  the  open  order  of  the  morning  march 
having  given  place  to  '  dose  file'  order,  so  far  as  the  pairs  were  oon«- 
cemed,  but  stragglmg  enough  as  regarded  the  *  line  of  march'  which 
was  now  at  length  abandoned  for  a  rush  after  the  '  new  married  couple 
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who  led  the  van,  and  sauve  qtti  peui  became  the  order  of  the  day- 

rather  of  the  night,  for  it  was  late  'ere  the  last  of  the  happj  stragglers 

reached  the  assembled  company  at  the   bridegroom's  house  ;"-where 

kebbucks  of  cheese ;  bannocks  of  oatmeal,  and  oceans  of  whisky  were 

once  more  the  order  of  the  day. 

**  In  the  midst  of  this  imbibing  process  a  good  deal  of  speechifying 

takes  place 

**  Ha  bhan  nam  bainnish  a  ganl  orriv,"* 

shouts  the  bride's  best-man,  who  acts  as  master  of  the  ceremonies,  the 
bride  herself  being  looked  upon  as  too  modest  to  speak  above  a  whisper  ; 
and  then  it  becomes  incumbent  on  every  man,  woman  and  child  to  drain 
'  ike  guaich*  or  whisky  cup,  in  honour  of  the  bride's  toast — some  toasts 
are  given  in  return  by  the  elders  of  the  company,  then  a  reply  on  the 
part  of  the  bridegroom,  interpreted  by  the  best-man  as  spokesman  (fcir 
strange  to  relate  the  bridegroom  is  supposed  to  be  modest  too) — and 
now  the  bagpipes  strike  up  and  dancing  begins  ;  the  bride  and  her  beat- 
man,  with  the  bridegroom  and  best-maid  opening  the  ball ; — great  in- 
deed b  the  honour  of  dancing  with  the  bride,  and  few  in  number  are 
those  to  whom  the  honour  is  extended  ;  but  I  had  it  notwithstanding, 
and  that  too  of  embracing  the  bride  after  her  marriage  ;  which  of  course 
I  did  with  a  sort  of  brotherly  affection,  seeing  the  relationship  in  which 
my  partner  for  the  day  stood  to  the  nouvelle  mariee, 

*'  Dandng  having  been  kept  up  with  great  spirit,  in  the  shape  of  reels, 
and  strathspeys  interspersed  with  wild  shouts  of 
^'Hooh!  suas  eh  bhallachav!" 
until  well  into  the 

"Wee  short  hours  a'yont  this  twalL*' 
The  bride  was  somehow  or  other  ^  spirited '  away  by  the  sly  bridesmaid, 
but  nevertheless,  under  the  surveillance  of  the  best-man,  whose  impera- 
tive duty  it  is,  never  to  lose  sight  of  the  bride  till  he  locks  her  up,  aa 
he  did  by-and-bye! 

'*  The  all  important  part  of  the  day's  proceedings  being  now  at  hand, 
ihe  elite  of  the  company,  with  the  friends  of  the  bride  and  bridegroonoi 
are  stealthily  summoned  to  attend ;— and  accordingly  by  means  of  a 
peculiarly  agreeable  pressure  of  the  arm,  and  a  pretty  blushing  whisper 
from  my  buxom  partner,  I  too  am  '  spirited'  away  in  a  mysterious  man- 
ner, giving  myself  up  entirely,  as  few  youngsters  would  have  hesitated 
to  do^  to  the  guidance  of  my  rosy  cheeked  friend; — ^and  where  she  took 
me  to  you  would  be  a  long  while  in  guessing,  though  I  was  not  long  in 
finding  out 

*  •<  The  bride  drinks  to  the  company.*' 
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"  It  appeared  then  that  the  brideBmaid  having  *  spirited'  away  the 
bride  as  we  have  seen,  and  nothing  having  been  heard  of  them  both  for 
»  good  half  hour  ;  the  best-man  on  receiving  a  signal  to  that  effect 
carried  off  the  bridegroom,— not  in  secret  like  the  blushing  bride,  bui 
foDowed  by  at  least  a  score  of  the  company  in  noisy  procession,  which 
pfooession  it  was,  that  my  fair  partner  led  me  off  to  join, — she  as  a 
•friend,'  and  myself  as  one  of  the  '  elUe:  It  was  a  terrible  scramble, 
bat  after  a  time  we  found  ourselves  safe  and  sound  at  the  heels  of  the 
bridegroom,  within  the  sacred  precincts  of  the  bridal  chamber!  Of 
course  it  will  not  be  expected  that  I  should  be  able  to  give  a  detailed 
account  of  all  that  took  place  in  such  a  crowd, — for  the  room  was 
crowded  to  suffocation! — suffice  it  to  say,  what  you  doubtless  know 
already,  that  we  were  preceded  thither  by  the  bride  and  bridesmaid,  as 
also  by  the  bride  and  best-man. 

**  Here  again  the  everlasting  whiskey  was  circulated  and  drained  in 
honour  of  the  n^wly  married  pair;  the  bride's  left  stocking  was  duly 
taken  off,  and  flung  amongst  the  company,  to  light  upon  the  happy 
maiden  whose  marriage  next  should  happen:  a  host  of  other  vagaries 
were  performed,  toasts  drank,  and  Gaelic  speeches  made,  until  at  length 
a  clearance  was  commenced  by  the  best-man,  not  before  however  the 
pririleged  folks  had  once  more  kissed  the  rosy  blushing  bride,  who 
looked  so  sweetly  pretty  in  her  neat  frilled  night  cap, — tho'  all  ladies 
do  they  say, — ^that  I  began  to  think  it  just  possible  I  might  have  been 
premature  in  expressing  the  <  happy  consciousness '  I  did  at  breakftst 
time,  of  not  being  the  bridegroom  myself.  I  don't  speak  of  *  standing 
in  his  shoes '  for  by  this  time  he  had  put  them  off;  and  looked  as  foolish 
as  a  man  could  well  do  in  such  a  situation.  It  was  a  difficult  business 
to  get  the  room  cleared,  but  at  length  it  was  so,  and  the  best-man,  hav- 
ing shut  the  door  upon  his  happy  prisoners,  and  locked  it  solemnly  on 
the  outside,  putting  the  all-important  key  in  his  pocket,  he  and  the 
bridesmaid  led  the  way  back  to  the  dancing  and  drinking  rooms,  when 
we  *  tripped  it '  not  only  '  till  daylight  did  appear,'  but  until  breakbst 
was  ready;  nor  man  nor  maiden  thinking  of  rest  or  sleep  on  such  a 
night  as  this.  Of  course  the  quieter  portion  of  the  company  having 
prodently  left  soon  after  the  final  ceremony  had  been  ceremonized. 

"  On  the  second  day  a  rival  breakfast  to  that  of  the  day  before  is  done 
ample  justice  to;  fi«sh  visitors  arrive,  and  those  of  yesterday  return,  to 
wbh  the  young  couple  joy;  and  much  the  same  routine  goes  on,  of  eat- 
ing and  drinking,  dancing  and  firing;  only  that  the  best-man's  onerous 
duties  are  brought  to  a  close,  by  his  unlocking  of  the  dooTy  and  leading 
bis  imprisoned  wards  to  receive  the  felicitations  and  stand  the  banter- 
iogs  of  their  expectant  friends  at  the  breakfast  table ! 

KO.  3. — VOL.  vit.  M 
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"  Sometimes  the  festivities  are  kept  up  with  such  spirit  as  to  extend 
over  the  third  day,  but  there  being  no  marching  in  *  double  file,'  and  no 
thicwLig  of  the  stocking,  I  never  felt  su^cieut  interest  to  see  what  is 
done  on  the  third  day,  altho'  I  doubt  if  it  can  be  half  as  jolly  as  the 
first  two  merry  days  of  a  merry  *  Highland  wedding.' " 

A  light  breeze  springing  up  about  the  time  our  visitor  had  finished 
his  yam,  we  were  slipping  slowly  along  the  Cowal  Coast;  but  soon 
dying  away  we  made  little  or  no  progress  during  the  night;  and  next 
morning  seemed  to  promise  little  better  so  far  as  wind  was  concerned. 

Through  the  Kyles  of  Bate,  is  certainly  the  most  picturesque  sail 
imaginable;  but  we  preferred  being  on  the  safe  side,  and  made  round 
the  outside  of  Bute.  A  charming  day  but  no  wind  going, — j3^olua 
seeming  to  be  fast  asleep; — ^and  so  too  was  the  poor  little^'  diver ''  I  sup- 
pose, which  met  with  an  untimely  end  at  my  hands,  as  we  were  drifting 
round  the  end  of  the  island.  Our  Minie  rifle,  by  Desvbme  of  Paris,  was 
on  deck,  and  wishing  to  discharge  it,  I  asked — <<  haw  far  the  little 
'*  diver"  was  firom  the  ship?  "  "  About  a  mile,'*  said  one: — "  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,'^  said  another; — but  the  distance  seemed  to  me  very 
much  like  half  a  mile.  So  setting  the  elevation  scale  to  that  distance, 
whiz  I  went  the  conical  bullet,  and  a  simultaneous  "  Oh!  "  grunted  oat 
by  the  crew,  intimated  the  disappearance  of  the  bird  I  fired  at,  the  ball 
seeming  to  have  gone  quite  through  his  body,  making  a  hole  both  in 
him  and  the  water  at  the  same  time. 

By  dint  of  towing  we  got  our  anchor  down  in  MiUport,  a  watering^ 
place  iu  the  Cumbrse  Islands,  where  we  regretted  it  was  not  Sunday, 
that  we  might  have  heard  the  successor  of  that  worthy  old  parson  who 
used  ''  in  the  olden  time''  to  preach  here,  and  who  never  omitted  in 
his  Church  service  to  pray  for  the  "inhabitants  of  the  Great  and 
Small  CumbrsBS,  and  the  adjoining  islands  of  Great  Britun  and  Ire- 
land I" 

Oar  evening  at  the  Cumbraas  was  spent  in  the  amusement  of  fishing, 
and  also  in  watching  the  great  numbers  of  small  fishing-boats  all  round 
u$,  with  perhaps  a  dozen  rods  in  each  boat,  spread  out  fan-fiuhion  over  the 
stem,  and  radiating  from  a  centre  so  as  to  give  as  much  space  as  possible 
between  the  lines.  One  and  sometimes  two  sit  in  the  stem,  facing  aft 
to  work  the  rods;  while  two  hands  pull  slowly  about;  and  now  the  fun 
begins, — ^plop^plop-^go  the  fish,  rising  to  the  fly,  (a  small  stripe  of 
white  goose  feather  tied  to  the  back  of  the  hook,)  and  up  goes  one  rod 
after  another,  as  the  fish  is  hooked,— requiring  considerable  dexterity  on 
the  part  of  the  fisherman  to  prevent  fouling  of  the  lines.  Most  exciting^ 
sport  it  is;  occasionally  varied  by  the  backward  capsize  of  a  tyro  in  his 
eagerness  to  secure  the  fish. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

▼VLL  FXVB  O'    PAIBLIB— PRACnCS  V.  THBOBT  IB  TACRT  BmLDIVO — BXPBBIlRir- 

TAI.  TACBTS— HUBIOAL  POTATOBS^THB  CLTDB  WATSBIVO  PLACBS— 

jmrBHILB  CBI7ZBB  BXTRAOBDINABT  VBOX  BOOTLAVD  TO  IMBLAMD, 

Next  morning  we  got  early  underway  from  Millport,  to  run  up  the 
Clyde,  keeping  of  course  inside  the  island,  and  coasting  it  all  the  way 
along  the  beautiful  and  varied  shores  of  this  noble  river  estuary.  Of  a 
tnith  the  ''Royal  Northerns'*  haye  an  extent  of  yacht  cnusing  ground, 
unsurpassed  by  any  in  the  world,  at  least  in  our  part  of  it.  The  Solent  is 
▼ery  well,  but  nothing  in  my  humble  opinion  to  compare  to  the  Clyde 
with  its  bights  and  bays,  to  bring  up  in  at  pleasure;  and  its  magnificent 
scenery,— ever  changing,  ever  charming. 

On  our  starboard  hand,  close  abreast  of  us  is  now  seen  the  celebrated 
bdlding  yard  from  whence  have  been  turned  out  many  a  peerless  clipper 
by  "  Auld  WuU  Fife  of  Fairlie,"  from  the  redoubted  Meteor  and  saucy 
Htde  Midge  of  days  gone  by,  to  the  swift  Stella,  the  able  Coralie,  the 
searoe  beaten  Cymba,  the  noble  Oithona,  and  the  fleet  Crusader  of  the 
present  day.  Truly  when  one  reflects  a  little  on  the  subject  of  yacht 
building*  and  thinks  of  the  many  fast  craft  sent  out  by  this  practical  but 
most  successful  builder,  one  feels  inclined  to  back  "  practice  "  agiunst 
"  theory,"  and  ask  what  comes  of  all  the  learned  disquisitions  of  recent 
jearson  naval  architecture,  the  "long  bows,"  "wave  lines,"  ''centres 
of  gravity,"  "  centres  of  effort,"  and  what  not. 

Of  one  thing  I  have  long  felt  fully  persuaded,  and  the  reflections 
&rced  on  one's  mind  hy  a  sight  of  Wull  Fife's  building  yard,  are  in  no 
small  degree  corroborative  of  its  correctness,  viz.  that  build  the  hull 
ever  so  fine,  adopt  lines  ever  so  true  to  the  much  talked  of  "  wave  '^  prin- 
dple,  calculate  centres  of  gravity,  centres  of  effort,  centres  of  propulsion, 
centres  of  lateral  resistance,  and  every  other  centre  under  the  sun,  yet 
afier  all,  that  "  hull "  must  have  the  moving  power  weU  applied,  other- 
wise it  is  but  labour  in  vain:  in  other  words  while  much,  aye  very  much 
depends  on  the  form  of  the  hull,  both  in  "  lines  "  and  "  midship  section," 
still  more  depends  on  the  rig,  spars,  trim,  and  sails.  Much  has  yet  to 
be  accomplished  in  this  respect,  and  he  who  would  seek  to  cope  with  or 
improve  the  speed  of  the  present  clippers  must  look  more  aloft  and  less 
under  water. 

I  feel  so  impressed  with  the  truth  of  this,  that  at  the  risk  of  these 
"  Reminiscences"  being  thought  too  much  interspersed  with  suggestions, 
that  may  have  but  little  interest  for  the  general  reader,  I  would  venture 
to  throw  out  a  crude  idea  that  has  more  than  once  crossed  my  mind  on 
this  subject,  it  is  as  follows: — 
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In  the  present  state  of  things  when  a  yachtsman  wants  to  produce  a 
racing  clipper  he  makes  it  his  first  business  to  fix  upon  the  antagonisl 
he  intends  to  tackle,  be  it  the  Mosquito,  ihe  Lulworth,  the  Wildfire, 
the  Thought,  or  the  Phantom,  and  accordingly  his  builder  receives 
a  carte  blanche  order  to  turn  out  a  craft  of  similar  tonnage  and  of 
unlimited  speed.  But  we  know  well  that  builders  may  construct  two 
yessels  on  the  same  lines^  and  of  the  same  dimensious,  yet  one  will  be 
the  faster  vessel  of  the  two  ! 

Now  it  appears  to  me,  that  a  most  interesting  and  useful  experiment 
might  be  made  in  the  following  manner  : — let  two  hulls  be  built,  liue 
for  line,  and  inch  for  inch  the  same ;  taking  due  precautions  to  mark 
on  these  twin  hulls  as  well  as  on  their  models,  the  same  corresponding 
number  of  *'  water  lines'^  and  transverse  or  '*  body  sections",  between 
every  one  of  which,  both  horizontally  and  transversely  the  cubical  con- 
tents would  of  course  be  accurately  ascertained,  so  as  to  see  at  a  glance 
the  respective  amounts  of  capacity,  displacement,  &c.,  and  thus  define  to 
a  nicety  the  relative  positions  of  the  masts  and  sails  with  reference  to 
such  displacement. 

This  being  done,  let  the  hulls  be  first  ringed  and  trimmed  alike^  and 
their  relative  speed  under  precisely  similar  circumstances  of  wind,  &c.,  be 
compared  : — next  let  one  of  them  be  trimmed  differently,  but  under  the 
same  canvas,  and  their  comparative  speed  again  tried,  time  after  time, 
in  different  trims  until  the  maximum  speed  diie  to  trimming  is  ascer- 
tiuned  ; — then  by  a  somewhat  similar  process  under  an  alteration  in  the 
position  of  the  masts,  and  consequently  in  the  centre  ofgraviJty  of  the 
sails,  the  maximum  speed  as  regards  this  most  important  element  in  the 
speed  and  weatherly  qualities  of  vessels  could  be  ascertained  ;— and 
finally  by  a  change  of  rig  the  relative  advantages  of  each  could  be  defi- 
nitely determined  ; — ^besides  registering  the  respective  canvaa  carrying 
powers  or  stability  of  the  two  hulls  under  all  these  different  circumstances, 
together  with  their  sea  going  qualities  under  various  rigs,  &c. 

All  this,  if  done  carefully  and  judiciously,  free  from  the  rivalry, 
carrying-on,  and  ''artful  dodging"  so  inseparable  from  an  ordinary 
sailing  match,  would  doubtless  lead  to  many  useful  and  important  results. 

*'  Its  all  very  fine,  but  who's  to  do  it?  "  as  the  unsophisticated  indi- 
vidual sud  on  hearing  the  cries  << Turn  back  that  mad  bull!"  But 
surely  none  so  fit  to  "take  the  bull  by  the  horns"  successfully,  as  the 
united  Royal  Yacht  Clubs  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland;  or  failing 
that  amount  of  union  amongst  them  so  essential  to  the  purpose,  let  the 
foremost  metropolitan  club,  or  old  '^  Father  Thames,"  lead  the  van  under 
his  blue  and  white  cross  burgee,  in  one  experimental  pair  of  yachts. 
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with  a  committee  of  practical  yachtsmen  up  to  the  mark;— rest  assured 
the  others  would  soon  follow  in  its  wake. 

*'  From  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous"  they  say  ''  is  but  a  step:"  not 
that  I  presume  to  arrogate  anything  like  sublimity  to  the  preceding 
reflections;  cor  that  I  could  possibly  admit  of  ridicule  attaching  to  what 
cor  next  step  leads  in  these  wayward  "  Reminiscences  "  albeit  it  jumps 
from  experimental  yachts  and  grave  yachting  theories  to  potatoes  I  for 
sueh  I  found  to  be  the  subject  of  a  sudden  outburst  of  boisterous  mirth 
on  the  forecastle,  which  attracted  me  from  the  graver  reflections  just 
recorded;  and  as  I  always  like  to  know  what  Jack  laughs  at,  on  step* 
ping  forward  to  get  an  inkling  of  the  fun  I  found  a  supernumerary 
"  green  hand,"  in  the  shape  of  our  own  house  servant,  squatted  on  deck 
beside  a  heap  of  potatoes  on  an  old  sail,  busily  engaged  **  picking*'  or 
taking  the  long  growth  out  of  their  eyes  ready  for  boiling,  and  getting 
"  roasted  "  at  the  same  time  himself. 

**  So  ye  din^t  know  afore,  Bob,  as  potatoes  could  sing  so  nicely,*'  said 
the  lingleading  Jack  to  the  landsman,  who  it  appears  had  gravely  re- 
ported that  he  heard  mice  "singing  "  in  the  sail-room,  where  he  was 
fomd  a  short  time  before  on  all  fours,  with  his  head  in  a  listening  atti- 
tude, and  "declaring  he  heard  mice  singing!  altho'  he  wouldn't  swear 
it  wasn^t  rats!" 

No  one  else,  however,  could  make  out  anything  beyond  the  occasional 
creaking  of  a  rudder  iron,  not  certainly  the  melodious  kind  of  sound  re- 
ported by  Bob!  and  it  was  thus  clear  that  his  aural  organs  must  have 
been  at  fault,  at  least  so  any  one  would  have  said  who  didn't  know  that 
while  Bob  was  down  in  the  sail  room  getting  out  some  potatoes  frx)m  a 
bin  of  them  kept  there,  a  fun-loving  Jack  then  at  the  helm,  occasionally 
stooped  close  to  the  sail  room  hatch,  and  gave  an  intimation  of  rats  or 
mice  squeaking,  worthy  of  Love's  ventriloquial  powers.  Bob  was  pus- 
zledy  but  stuck  to  his  own  opinion  until  at  length  it  was  suggested  to 
him,  that  the  music  arose  from  the  strong g^wth  of  the  potatoes!  bear- 
ing as  they  did  evident  marks  of  great  luxuriance  in  this  respect;  and 
so  satisfied  was  he  with  this  philosophical  explanation  of  the  music, 
thai  tlie  bin  was  speedily  cleared  out,  and  our  stock  of  old  potatoes  bene- 
fisted  by  a  complete  overhaul  on  deck,  and  there  was  no  more  heard  of 
the  mice! 

Having  skimmed  along  the  beautifully  wooded  coast  frt>m  Largs  to 
the  Cloch  Light-house,  we  were  now  rounding  in  to  the  pretty  little 
bay  of  Gourock,  where  the  Royal  Northern  Club-vessel  "  Orion"  was 
at  anchor  with  several  other  yachts,  but  having  some  little  "overhauling" 
to  do  on  board,  we  held  on  and  brought  up  at  a  mooring,  or  rather 
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warping  buoyi  right  abreast  of  the  Custom-house  quay  of  Greenock  ; — 
not  however  before  we  had  run  our  jib-boom  over  the  quarter  of  a  tiny 
river  steamtfT  laying  alongside  the  quay,  right  into  the  thick  of  a  holiday 
crowd  of  passengers,  so  closely  packed  on  deck  that  our  slender  spar 
finding  no  room  to  disport  itself  in  the  dense  mass  of  wrothful  Glasgow 
Baillies,  and  frightened  crinoline,  shoved  us  quietly  clear  again  of  its 
own  accord. 

Our  berth  although  anything  but  pleasant  from  the  continual  smoke 
of  the  eternal  steamers  and  town  combined;  yet  it  certainly  was  highly 
amusing  to  watch  the  endless  succession  of  little  river  steamers,  whose 
name  is  "  Legion"  darting  frantically  past  us  in  every  direction  : — 
pat-tat-tat-tat"  **pat-tat-tat-tat" — whirr-rr-rr" — «<whirr-rr-rr",  vomitings 
thick  smoke  and  clouds  of  steam  like  so  many  little  demons  ; — flying  at 
railway  speed; — which  some  of  them  announced  to  the  public  by  havings 
**  Railway  Boats"  painted  on  their  paddle-boxes  ;  some  with  bands  of 
muflic  (which  our  supernumerary  "  green  hand"  was  made  to  understand 
came  from  the  steamer's  sail  room  worked  by  the  engine!)— and  others 
decked  out  in  bunting  under  the  title  of  *'  Excursion  boats"  ;  but  all 
having  their  decks  crowded  with  gaily  dressed  "Glasgowegians"  rushing 
out  of  their  every  day  toil  and  smoke  to  breathe  the  fresh  air  of  their 
innumerable  "  watering  places,"  or  as  they  call  it  "  going  to  the  aaut 
water.'' 

And  where  these  crowds  go  to,  would  puzzle  a  stranger  who  did  not 
know  what  a  host  of  *'  watering  places''  have  sprung  into  existence  on 
die  banks  of  the  noble  Clyde  ; — Gourock,  Tnnerkip,  Largs,  Millport, 
Helensburgh,  Row,  Roseneath,  Gairloch,  Lochlong,  Kilmun,  Dunoon, 
Rotlisay,  and  tho'  lost  not  the  least  charming  Lamlash,  and  Brodick  in 
the  Island  of  Arran  ;  into  one  and  all  of  which  the  hard-worked  citizens 
of  Glasgow  are  poured  out  every  Saturday  afternoon  during  the  summer, 
returning  with  refreshed  energies  to  their  toil  and  smoke  on^the  Monday 
morning. 

Nor  is  it  to  be  forgotten,  in  speaking  of  these  numberless  watering 
places,  how  much  they  add  to  the  attractions  of  the  Clyde  as  a  yachting 
locality:— for  cruise  where  you  will  amongst  them,  you  find  an  endless 
variety,  not  only  of  scenery,  but  of  human  nature,  to  my  mind  by  far 
the  most  interesting  and  agreeable  study  of  the  two,  more  particularly 
when  the  subjects  happen  to  be  Itajairer  portion,  a  predilection  which 
I  think  I  may  ybtVly  assert  as  that  of  all  true  hearted  yachtsmen.  And 
a  goodly  turn  out  of  thatybtV  portion  is  never  lacking  at  the  Clyde 
watering  places,— for  be  it  remembered  that  '*all  the  world"  —that  is 
all  the  Glasgow  "  world  and  his  wife,"  go  "to  the  saut  water,"  from  her 


YACHTING   REMINISCENCES.  83 

Merchant  Princes,  her  great  Lord  Provosts,  and  her  immortal  Bailiies, 
descendants  of  the  veritable  "  BailUe  Nicol  Jarvie,"  and 

**  His  faither,  the  Deacon  afore  him," 

down  to  the  hnmblest  artisan  :  so  that  drop  your  mud-hook  abreast  of 
a  watering  place  where  yon  will,  you  are  sure  to  meet  with  the  most 
hospitable  of  friends,  the  fairest  of  fiur  Sootia's  daughters ;  crowds  of 
hard  working-men,  and  clouds  of  gay  crinoline. 

But  having  set  a*foot  our  intended  ''overhaul,"  renewal  of  paint,  Sec, 
we  must  now  set  out  on  our  numerous  excursions,  which  are  rendered 
so  easy  from  the  great  facilities  of  Rail  and  Steam,  and  although  for 
yachtsmen  visiting  the  Clyde,  Gourock  Bay  may  be  found  quieter  and 
deaner  head  quarters,  yet  Greenock  is  so  centrally  situate,  with  railway 
communication  to  all  parts,  besides  the  exciting  interest  of  the  busy  port 
itself,  and  the  facilities  of  getting  odd  jobs  done  or  shipping  supplies  pur- 
chased, that  we  give  it  the  preference  for  a  few  days  stay — the  clouds  of 
smoke  and  steam  notwithstanding. 

And  first  for  a  trip  up  the  river  I — not  by  rail,  although  you  can  do 
so,  but  by  steamer;  a  stroke  or  two  of  the  gigs  oars  get  us  on  board  one 
of  our  will-o'-the-wisp  friends  that  have  been  cutting  about  us  so 
franiacally,  and  away  we  are  boiled  and  steamed  at  the  rate  of  18  miks 
an  hour. 

Noble  river !  thou  art  still  the  same,  in  beauty  and  in  worth,  as  when 
in  years  gone  by  we  were  no  stranger  to  thy  fair  and  placid  waters,  or 
thy  fiurer  much  loved  banks;— «tili  flowing  on  in  silent  grandeur,  waf^ 
ing  the  golden  produce  of  foreign  climes  from  a  thousand  shores  to  enrich 
the  commerce  of  the  world;— ^still  smiling  in  beauty  at  the  foot  of  they 
romantic  Dumbarton  rock,  up  whose  boldest  jagged  river  sides  I  re- 
member to  have  dambered  once  in  the 

**  Merry  days  when  we  were  young," 

cautiously  from  crevice  to  crevice  in  the  perpendicular  rocks,  each  step 
a  tost  up  choice  Hwixt  life  and  death,'  up,  up  to  the  very  sentry^s  parapet! 
and  all  forsooth  to  disprove  the  oft  heard  assertion  of  the  fortress's  im« 
pregnaUlity  in  days  of  yore  save  from  the  land  side.  Still  stands  thine 
ivy  dad  ruins  of  Dunglass,  whose  rock  is  now  so  fitly  crowned  with  a 
tribute  to  thy  noblest  benefactor^  Henry  Bell  I  and  not  only  thine  I  the 
worid's!  the  cold  ungrateful,  thankless  world  I !  that  left  to  live  and  die 
in  filtle  short  of  poverty,  the  man  whose  ingenious  talent  so  increased 
her  wealth  and  added  another  laurel  to  her  wreath  of  fame  1 1  Still 
smile  in  greenest  verdure  thy  luxuriant  woods  and  verdant  sward  around 
thy  nobles'  mansions  and  thy  princely  merchants' villas! 
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So  far  thou  art  the  same  fair  river^  and  wilt  he  doubtless  still  when 
the  teeming  tens  of  thousand  immortal  souls  who  now  so  blithely  career 
upon  thy  crowded  surface,  and  thy  busy  manufacturing  banks,  are  wafted 
like  thy  waters  to  eternity!  But  changes  too  thou  hast  thyself  under- 
gone! thy  waters  that  once  in  places  could  he  forded,  are  now  deepened 
by  unceasing  labour  and  enterprise  so  as  to  speed  safely  on  their  way 
the  largest  ships  and  finest  ocean  steamers!  While  on  thy  banks  have 
risen-  work  after  work,  mill  after  mill,  and  iron  shipbuilding  yards,  one 
after  another,  until  now  for  many  a  mile  thy  once  placid  sides  have  be- 
come as  one  huge  workshop  with  the  never-ceasing  din  of  ten  thousand 
busy  hammers  at  work,  click-click,  clank-dank,  bang-bang,  on  either 
side  of  the  bewildered  visitor  as  he  approaches  nearer  to  the  great  eoni- 
mercial  metropolis  of  the  west 

But  now  we  have  arrived  an4  stand  once  more  upon  the  well  knowD 
wonderful  '*  Broomielaw  "  of  Glasgow!  once  morel  after  a  long  term  of 
absence! 

Dear  old  city!  as  noisy,  as  busy,  and  as  smoky  as  ever!  well  mayest 
thou  feel  a  worthy  pride  in  thy  self  wrought  greatness,^-great  not  only 
in  thy  world-wide  cammercef  with  thy  merchant  princes,  some  of  them 
yachtsmen  too  of  the  right  stamp;  but  great  in  arts  and  manufactures^ 
entwined  with  the  memory  of  a  Watt,  and  the  ingenuity  of  a  Napier;— « 
great  too,  in  literature,  so  ably  represented  by  thy  proudly-cherished 
Alison,  the  first  historian  of  the  age;  and  tho'  last  not  least  in  greatness 
have  been  thy  military  sons,  from  the  lamented  Sir  John  Moore  of  fondly 
cherished  memory,  to  the  gallant  Sir  Colin  Campbell,  now  so  bravely 
fighting  our  battles  in  the  far  East. 

What  associations  crowd  upon  thy  whilom  son  as  he  revisits  the  city 
of  his  venerated  ''  Alma  Mater/*  and  gazes  back  on  the  sunny  days  of 
youth!  Associations — ^some  of  them,  oh!  how  sweet;  and  some  alasl 
too  sad,  too  sacred,  to  mingle  with  these  *'  Reminiscences." 

So  let  us  dash  aside  the  involuntary  moisture  of  the  eye,  and  hasten 
our  ramble  through  the  town,  as  we  have  to  get  back  to-night  to  our 
*<home  on  the  ocean,"— our  trusty  Wildflower;  which  we  did  by  railway, 
after  a  busy  day's  sight-seeing  for  the  benefit  of  those  of  us  who  were 
strangers;  but  all  ready  for  an  early  start  on  some  other  excursion  in. 
the  morning. 

Our  next  trip  was  up  Lochlong  by  steamer ;  crossing  from  Arroqhar 
to  Tarbet  on  Loch  Lomond,  where  we  took  the  steamer  on  this  beautiful 
lake  to  Balloch,  posting  from  thence  across  the  hills  to  Helensburgh, 
and  steaming  it  again  in  one  of  our  little  demoniacal  Railway  boat  friends 
across  to  the  jtacht,  or  as  we  soon  get  accustomed  to  call  it  ^  home.** 
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flteaoge  but  charmiiig  hieoiinsteney!  reverring  the  order  of  things  in 
one's  domestic  economy,  mitil  we  find  ourselves,  quietly  stepping  on 
board  the  well-appointed  gig,  and  pulling  away  from  friends  on  shore,-^ 
what  most  rational  people  would  call  **  going  afloat,''  but  what  we  calf 
'Ageing  homer 

Having  ikam  made  sereral  excnrnons,  and  seen  all  that  was  most 
wofth  sedng  in  this  romantically  beautiful  country,  extending  our  ram- 
bles as  frv  eastward  as  Edinburgh,  (where  we  were  fortunate  in  seeing  a 
good  turn-out  of  ^  Modem  Athenian  ^  beauty  at  a  flower  show  in  the 
Zoological  Grardens,)  we  slipped  away  on  a  Saturday  afternoon,  from 
amongst  our  smoking,  steaming,  greased-flash-of-lightning  little  friends, 
whidi  we  couldn't  held  comparing  to  so  many  ants,  cutting  in  and  out; 
—in  and  out»  (apparently  over  each  other's  backs  too,)  while  the  custom 
boose  quay  of  Greenock  fitly  represented  the  ant  hill! 

Although  we  started,  last  to  the  tail  of  one  of  these  same  ants,  alias  a  tug 
steamer,  thinking  we  saw  a  breeze  at  the  '^  tail  of  the  bank,"  wliere  we 
set  sail,  we  soon  found  that  no  progress  was  Hkely  to  be  made,  and  there- 
bn  brought  up  in  Gourock  bay,  determined  to  act  on  the  *'  nerer-sail- 
on-Snnday  **  principle  learned  by  former  experience,  and  consequently 
bft  our  anchor  to  spend  a  Scottish  Sabbath  in  Scottish  peace  and  quiet- 
ness at  1^  bottom  of  fenr  fathom  water. 

Next  day,  Sunday,  we  might  as  well  have  kept  company  with  our 
anchor,  so  far  as  water  was  concerned,  for  there  seemed  quite  as  much 
of  it  oreihead  as  under  foot,  only  it  was  fresh,  coming  down  from  the 
donds  in  unremitting  torrents  all  day!  Still  we  ventured  through  it  to 
go  to  ehoTeh,  and  well  repud  we  were  for  doing  so,  by  hearing  as  good 
a  sermon  preached  as  ever  came  from  a  pulpit,  or  I  rfiould  rather  say 
from  a  heart,  for  that  it  came  from  thence  we  weH  knew  by  feeling  how 
it  must  have  reached  the  heart  of  every  one  who  heard  it,  as  we  knew 
it  fid  our  own;  so  much  so  that  I  believe  we  Wildflowers,  at  least  all  of 
us  who  had  ifae  good  fortune  to  go  to  church,  wouldn't  have  objected  to 
keep  oar  anchor  down  for  a  whole  week  of  Sundays,  to  hear  such  heart- 
tlirring,  love-inspiring,  heaven-ward  leading  truths,  as  that  day  re- 
aounded  within  the  widls  of  Gourock  church,  from  the  worthy  lips  of  the 
Bev.  Ur.  **— -,  adergyman  from  a  parish  in  Ayrshire,  doing  duty  here, 
(as  we  learnt)  for  that  day  only. 

Another  good  lesson  this,  although  of  a  very  d^erent  and  pleasing 
kind,  never  to  set  sail  on  a  Sunday:  and  right  glad  we  were  that  we 
didn't^^ut  with  Monday's  dawn  we  were  off  for  the  Irish  Channel 
again ;  outside  the  Cumbnes  this  time,  so  that  we  could  only  peep  at 
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Wall  Fife's  clippers  in  imagiaatioiii  as  we  passed,  and  wonder  what  the 
next  was  to  be« 

Ailsa  rock  alongside  again,  the  wind  ahead,  and  consequently  standing 
away  across  to  the  Irish  coast,  as  if  in  pursuit  of  "  the  Maidens^"*— I  do 
not  mean  those  **  fair  maidens"  that  my  friend  spun  bis  yam  about  in 
the  last  chapter.  I  only  wish  it  were,  instead  of  as  ugly  a  lot  of  maidens 
as  one  would  ever  wish  to  keep  a  respectful  distance  from,  in  the  shape 
of  rocks  off  the  mouth  of  Langhame  Lough  : — ^but  we  are  not  qute 
bound  for  dear  old  Ireland  yet,  so  round  we  come,  and  are  now  looking 
somewhere  about  Port  Patrick,  with  Stranrear  Loch  on  the  Scotch  coast 
under  our  lee  in  case  of  need;  though  I  can't  say  that  EEarboura  of 
Befuge  are  a  weakness  with  the  Wildflower  at  any  time,  much  less  on 
such  a  night  as  this,  with  a  fine  breeze  and  smooth  water,  although  it 
didn't  look  at  all  unlikely  to  blow  *' great  guns"  before  long,  and  which 
it  did  too. 

Meanwhile  a  look  at  this  northern  part  of  <<  Erin's  Fair  Isle,"  as  we 
flmoke  our  cigar  on  deck,  brings  very  yiridly  to  my  recollection  the  first 
time  we  erer  stepped  on  the  '*  green  sod,"  for  it  was  round  there,  away 
to  the  westward  at  Ballycastle;  and  a  fimny  enough  cruise  it  was  as  you 
will  say  when  I  tell  you  hoto  and  in  what  we  made  it 

I  was  not  then  owner  of  the  "V^dflower,  although  in  full  possession  of 
the  first  half  of  her  name,  being  *^  Wild"  enough  in  all  consdenoe,  as 
most  boys  are  at  17  or  18  years  of  age. 

**  It  was  long,  long  ago,  that  happening  to  be  in  the  Island  of  Iday 
in  the  halcyon  days  of  the  then  princely  proprietor  of  that  Island,^!  took 
it  into  my  head  to  make  a  cruise  across  to  Ireland,  it  seeming  so  very 
near  and  so  earily  accomplished;  but  in  what  way  did  not  seem  at  the 
moment  quite  so  dear*  Once  in  my  head,  howereri  the  idea  could  not 
easily  be  got  out  of  it,  and  every  morning  (being  then  at  the  south-east 
aide  of  the  island,)  the  inviting  cliffs  of  the  Emerald  Isle  stood  out  in 
bold  relief,  only  some  five  and  twenty  miles  distant^  offering  a  temptation 
which  became  so  irresistable  that  I  soon  prevailed  on  the  owner  of  a 
small  fishing  smack,  open,  but  of  goodly  size,  to  make  the  run  across  on 
the  first  fine  day,  (which  I  was  myself  to  select)  only  cautioning  me  to 
keep  off  the  next,  as  they  did  not  like  the  looks  of  the  weather.  NesEt 
day,  however,  I  found  they  were  wrong  in  their  prognostications^  and 
accordingly  set  out  in  search  of  our  craft,  which  to  my  great  annoyance 
I  found  was  out  with  a  fleet  of  similar  boats  fishing,  not  expecting  that 
I  would  start  that  day;  but  start  I  must,  so  getting  hold  of  a  little 
dinghy  or  punt,  about  12  feet  keel,  with  a  couple  of  hands,  and  a  small 
pocket  handkerchief  sort  of  lug  sail,  I  set  out  in  search  of  the  fishing 
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imadK,  wUch  the  men  feemed  to  recognige  at  no  great  distance  off, 
mtending  to  ship  myself  on  board,  and  then  and  there  set  sail  for  the, 
to  m^  *<]and  of  promise.*' 

We  palled  airay  stoatlji  and  altho*  as  the  story  book  goes,  '*  it  was  a 
long  way  off  we  weren't  long  of  reaching,"  but  it  was  not  the  boat  we 
were  in  search  o^  nor  was  she  to  be  seen!  So,  what  to  do  was  the 
question:  wonld  the  smack  we  were  alongside  of  now  give  up  her  fish« 
ing  and  ship  me  for  Ballycastle?  "  No!  certainly  not;'*  they  had  nothing 
on  hoard,  water  or  anything  else.  We  then  tried  another  and  anotheri 
hot  all  to  no  purpose,  and  as  it  didn't  seem  probable  that,  haying  reooorse 
to  violence  on  the  high  seas,  and  piratically  walking  off  with  one  of  these 
fittle  sailing  craft,  was  likely  to  sncceed,  when  persuasion  had  Culed,  I 
was  at  my  wits  ends;  scratching  my  young  stubborn  head  wiih  unbecom- 
mg  impetuosity.  We  had  in  the  boat  a  big  bottle  of  ''  best  Uay," 
double  distilled,  real  "  Laguvullin/'  pure  and  unbaptised;— so  after  a 
pull  at  it  all  round,  i,e»  my  crew  of  two  hands  and  myself!  a  oonncil  of 
war  was  held,  in  which  I  propounded  the  bold  notion  of  cutting  across  in 
onr  own  craft,  just  as  we  were,  being  already  a  good  four  or  five  miles 
out  to  sea  and  all  on  our  course! 

.  **  Gatche  an  dhiaouU— cha  n'urrin  dhuinn!***  said  one  of  my  crew, 
while  the'other  more  ready  to  humour  a  self  willed  boy,  came  out  with 
"Naeh  urrin?  ha  mi  hae  tollicht''t  So  being  two  to  one^  away  we 
went  with  our  little  open  punt  I  No  provisions  to  speak  of;  only  a 
small  jug  of  water  and  a  bottle  of  grog!  hoisting  our  little  lug  sail,  and 
steering  with^an  oar!  no  compass!  no  chart!  nothmg  to  gmde  us  across 
tiie  Channel  but  a  look  ahead  at  Rathlin  island,  frowning  in  the  dis« 
tanoe  dose  to  Ballycastle,  and  much  that  would  have  done  for  us  had 
we  met  with  a  fog,  or  heavy  weather  to  blow  us  out  to  sea! 

But  how  we  reached  Ballycastle,  how  we  returned  to  Islay,  how  we 
were  storm-stayed  at  Rathlin,  and  how  we  there  were  ministered  to  by 
a  fury  in  the  guise  of  one  of  Eve*s  fair  daughters,  must  be  chronicled 
in  our  next  chapter. 

♦  •*  What  the  d— II  we  couldn't  do  iti''        t  "  Can't  we!  Tm  willing  for  one/* 

(ro  be  continued.) 
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CRUISE  OF  THE  ALLEN  GARDINER. 
Extract  firom  **A  Two  Tears*  Cruise  off  TIerra  del  Vuego^  bj  W.  Parker  Six>w. 

In  nimuDg  down  tbe  coast  oi  Soath  Araeriosi,  ooorideratioo  should  Imi 
had  as  to  the  season  of  tbe  year*  It  is  well  known  that  the  loeal 
moosoons  preTaii  to  some  distance  off  the  coast ;  and  my  own  inipcestion 
is  that  they  extend  farther  than  is  generally  supposed.  Vtoof  for  ov 
against  this  idea  can  readily  be  obtained  by  reference  to  the  yarious  logs 
now  aocomnlating  in  the  hands  of  the  official  authorities  appcnntcd  to 
eoUeot  and  examine  them ;  and»  thongh  I  should  like  to  inspect  and 
compare  for  myself,  yet  my  space  here  forbids  the  saliject  bring  attended 
to  more  than  in  the  general  form  I  am  now  adopting. 

Proceeding  to  the  south wtfrd,  I  would  suggest  that  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Plata  be  crossed  inside  of  soundings  ;  and  the  edge  of  the  bank  off 
Cape  Corrientes  struck  for  bottom,  eyen  as  directed  by  tbe  official 
sailing  directions.  I  would  not  go  too  far  in,-  on  account  of  the  strong 
euirent  which  occasionally  runs  to  the  north-west,  which  might  place  a 
vessel  in  thidc  weather  too  near  the  dangerous  and  low  Cape  of  Antonio. 
Not  but  what  eten  this  may  be  altogether  guarded  against  by  carelvl 
attention  to  the  lead,  and  not  running  inside  of  fifteen  fathoms  ;  neyeiv 
theless,  it  is  as  well  to  hare  sufficient  sea-room  when  this  current  ia 
detected,  as  it  is  almost  invariably  the  forerunner  of  a  southerly  or  south- 
easteriy  wind.  If  the  wind  is  &ir,  and  weather  dear,  I  would  say^  sight 
the  land  about  Cape  Corrientes,  and  verify  your  chronometer,  as  it  may 
happen  that  yon  have  few  opportunities  of  getting  observations  after- 
wards, and  one  good  observation  with  the  time  to  be  well  depended  on 
may  save  not  only  much  anxiety,  but  possibly  the  ship. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  ships  should  keep  the  Patagonian  coasts 
in  sight,  just  topping  on  the  horizon,  but  I  do  not  think  this  is  necessary. 
The  nine  passages  that  I  made,  up  and  down,  between  the  Rio  Plata 
and  the  Falklands,  induced  me  to  form  tbe  opinion  that  a  course  on  the 
edge  of  the  bank  of  soundings  three  parts  of  the  way,  and  then  straight 
to  a  weatherly  point  of  your  destination,  is  quite  as  well  as  being  too  far 
in.  If  tbe  tracks  I  have  given  on  the^chart  are  examined,  it  will  be  seen 
what  were  our  extreme  limits,  east  and  west ;  and  I  believe  that  rimple 
attention  to  the  winds,  with  a  correct  knowledge  of  their  movements,  ia 
all  that  is  needed.  It  may,  however,  happen  that  there  occurs  a  longer 
prevalence  of  South-westerly  winds  than  I  ever  encountered  ;  and  to  be 
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pnpwed  for  thify  it  would  be  well  to  keep  more  weeterly  then  otherwue. 
If  a  veeiel  is  bound  xovnd  tbe  Hoxn,  and  is  rare  of  her  position,  tiiere 
wooU  be  no  ooeenon  for  sighting  tiie  Falklandi^  onleas  under  the  dr- 
enmataneee  I  hare  epokeo  of  b  my  ideas  ooncembg  those  islands  as  a 
penal  settlement.  Otherwise,  I  would  eonsider  it  well  to  keep  as  much 
as  possible  on  a  our?ed  line,  firflowing  the  bend  of  the  ooast,  and  thus 
ensuring,  in  seren  tenths  of  the  casest  smooth  water  with  an  eff«shore 
wind. 

Between  the  met  Hata  and  the  FalUands  the  bank  of  soundbgs  is* 
cnept  at  the  eunre,  laid  down  very  aoourately.  I  hare  crossed  and 
moiossed  it  to  try  its  ccHrreotness ;  and  on  one  occasion,  during  thiok 
veather,  I  have  made  my  way  almost  entirely  depending  upon  it  for 
e«  position.  So  with  the  approach  to  the  Falklands  from  the  BOTth- 
vard.  Soundings  may  be  obtained  in  good  time  to  prevent  any  danger 
exeept  at  the  north-east  comer,  Cape  Carysfort,  where  the  bank  runs 
almost  close  in,  and  where  a  light  would  be  of  great  service  if  erected. 
It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  there  is  a  current  to  tbe  north-east, 
which,  I  think,  is  a  part  of  the  Cape  Horn  drift,  rushing  round  Staten 
Land,  and  past  the  Falklands*  I  have  found  this  current  500  miles 
firom  tibose  islands^  and  sea-weed,  and  a  commotion  in  the  waters  have 
often  strongly  marked  its  existence.  I  also  imagine  that  several  banks 
af  lesser  soundings  may  be  met  with  other  than  those  phced  on  the 
geoeiml  charts  ;  f<Mr  I  have  oecaaionaUy  passed  indications  that  led  me 
to  think  bottom  could  have  been  obtained  if  I  had  been  provided  with  a 
^oper  apparatus.  In  a  small  ship  and  with  my  weak  crew,  the  use  of 
the  deep  sea-lead  could  not  often  be  resorted  to  ;  but  the  place  alluded 
to  by  Captain  Boys  of  H.  M.  ship  Express,  I  have  twice  gone  over,  and, 
to  a  certain  extent,  verified  his  soundings. 

The  approach  to  the  Kio  Plata  from  the  southward  if,  from  its  very 
danger  the  best  to  make  way  by  Cape  Antonio^  rather  than  by  stretch- 
ing across  to  Cape  Sta.  Maria.  I  have  gone  up  to  Monte  Video  in  bad 
weather,  depending  wholly  upon  my  soundings,  having  only  once,  some 
days  before,  seen  the  low  land  about  Mendano.  It  is  the  lead  that  saves 
everything  ;  and  it  is  even  the  lead  that  I  used  ub  a  ground  log,  by 
throwing  a  heavy  one,  and  taking  its  bearing  as  it  "growed"  away  from 
the  ship,  and  thus  making  an  estimation  for  tide  or  current 

On  die  way  to  tbe  Falklands  penguins  may  be  seen  and  heard  full 
300  miles  from  the  nearest  land.  They  need  not,  therefore,  cause  any 
skim  as  to  the  supposition  of  being  too  near  the  coast  One  sign, 
howef«r,  is  well  worth  noting.  It  is  that  of  a  diver  bird  called  the 
'( shag'',  and  which  we  used  to  denominate  the  Falkland  Island  Pilot. 
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They  fly  aronnd  and  around  yon,  in  countless  numbers,  with  a  flattering 
and  loud  noise  pecnliar  to  themselves^  Taking  a  long  line,  they  follow 
each  other  in  beautiful  order  ;  and  their  swift  and  dazzling  flight  has  a 
singular  effect  when  first  falling  in  with  them.  They  are  probably  too 
well  known  to  need  any  description  here ;  but  to  my  young  brother 
mariners,  I  would  say  that  the  bird  may  be  distingnised  by  its  long  neck 
and  its  frequent  exudations  of  a  red  colour  upon  and  about  the  ship. 
1  have  never  found  it  more  than  ten  miles  off^  and  very  often  a  less 
distance.  I  have,  however,  been  told  it  flies  £Eurther  away;  but  I  should 
recommend  a  stranger  to  be  on  his  guard  in  approaching  the  land  direcdy 
one  of  these  birds  is  to  be  seen.  I  remember  once  running  in  thick 
weather  confidently  on  ray  course  to  the  Falklands  as  I  neared  the  coast 
trusting  entirely  to  the  lead  and  to  this  bird  ;  and  when  we  had  run  our 
distance,  estimated  in  this  manner,  I  found  by  th^  land,  about  Port 
Salvador,  then  in  sight  through  the  mist^  that  our  position  was  quite 
correct. 

Of  the  Falkland  Islands,  I  need  only  say,  that  the  Admiralty  sailing 
directions  and  charts  are  so  correct  that  I  know  of  hardly  anything  to 
be  fidded.  A  vessel  may  with  perfect  confidence  rest  upon  them ;  and 
night  or  day,  run  boldly  on  with  nothing  more  than  strict  attention  to 
what  is  there  said.  *  The  light  on  Cape  Pembroke  is  seen  fourteen  miles 
off  in  \\AfuU  light,  and  eleven  miles  off  in  its  secondary  light,  that  is  at 
its  dimness  after  being  lit  a  few  hours.  Its  bearings  are  as  follows  >-— 
Cuter  lU>ck,  off  Volunteer  Point,  on  with  the  light  S.  21®  £.  magnetic* 
Centre  of  Wolf  Rock,  a  liHle  witlun  the  light,  W.  b^  N.  magnetic 
By  the  friendly  aid  of  this  light  I  have,  without  any  fear  cleared  the 
Uranie  and  Volunteer  Rocks,  and  entered  Port  William  and  Stanley 
Harbour  on  two  or  three  occasions  at  night,  and  in  all  weathers. 

To  the  westward,  the  Eddystone  Rock  is  an  excellent  mark  firom  sea. 
It  has  always  appeared  to  me  like  a  large  ship  under  full  sail  except  her 
royals  ;  and,  as  it  can  be  approached  to  within  a  cable's  length,  advan- 
tage may  be  taken  of  it  when  running  from  the  westward,  or  beating 
up  along  shore. 

Of  the  other  ports,  little  need  be  said  at  present  If  the  blands 
should  come  more  into  note,  many  of  them  will  be  found  most  useful  ; 
and  especially  those  about  the  locality  of  Port  Egmont  and  Reppel 
Island.  The  North-east  reef  on  this  island  is  rather  in  the  way  for 
entering  a  good  anchorage  ;  but  it  also  acts  as  an  excellent  breakwater, 
and  therefore  is  not  to  be  abused.  A  reference  to  my  narrative  itself 
will  hotter  give  such  information  as  may  be  needed  on  particular  parts 
than  anything  to  be  sud  here,  unless  I  went  into  the  subject  more  fully 
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duD,  from  want  of  spacoi  I  am  at  present  aUe  to  do.  SuflSce  it»  that 
tfaeie  are  few  places  in  the  world  with  more  nomeroos  and  better  bar- 
boon^  and  directions  to  enter  them,  than  the  Falkland  lalandB  ;  and  I 
tmrt  the  day  will  yet  come  when  many  ahips  will  be  either  calling  there 
fer  lefreehments  or  taking  refuge  there,  if  compelled  to  go  somewhere 
fiom  damages  incnned  elsewhere. 

From  the  Falklands  to  Cape  Horn  there  is,  in  my  opinion,  but  one 
good  track,  and  that  if  through  the  Straits  of  Le  Maire.  To  go  east* 
ward  of  Staten  Island  seems  unnecessary,  even  if  it  were  not  losing 
what  may,  firom  the  preralent  winds,  be  called  a  weatherly  position. 
N<»  do  I  see  that  there  is  the  great  danger  many  suppose,— Aat  is, 
danger  worse  than  going  round  Cape  St  John's  ;  and  therefore  I  would 
strongly  recommend  that  every  vessel  coming  from  the  North,  should 
si^t  the  Three  Brothers  on  Tierra  del  Fuego,  and  pass  through  the 
Straits  according  to  wind  and  tide.  If  the  wind  is  adverse,  a  lee  can 
always  be  obtained  by  falling  back  and  dodgmg  about  under  the  land 
between  Cape  San  Vincent  and  Cape  San  Paulo  ;  if  the  wind  is  fair,  I 
would  reoommend  the  shortest  possible  track  to  the  Horn,  even  if  not, 
as  I  myself  would  prefer,  keeping  along  the  coast,  gomg  through  Og- 
knder  Bay,  Goree  Roads,  Nassau  Bay,  and  out  by  False  Cape  Horn, 
die  whole  passage  perfectly  safe,  and  having  the  advantage  of  smooth 
water,  and  opportunity,  if  need  be,  to  anchor  at  night  and  replenish 
wood  and  water.  Should  bad  weather  come  on,  there  are  several  har- 
boors  and  pbces  where  excellent  shelter  may  be  obtamed:— Banner 
Cove  in  Picton  Island,  the  east  of  Picton  Island  itself;  or  under  New 
Uand;  Kchmond  Roads,  or  Lennox  Cove,  Goree  Roads,  Orange  Bay, 
Gretton  Bay,  Victoria  Harbour,  and  Middle  Cove,  are  all  easy  of  access, 
and  pefActly  safe;  and  I  have  no  doubt  there  are  alsorothers  equally  so, 
only  they  have  not  been  properly  surveyed. 

It  is  on  this  especial  portion  of  my  subject  that  I  should  like  to 
have  dwelt  more  at  length ;  but»  as  it  concerns  the  nautical  more  than 
the  general  reader,  I  must  endeavour  to  be  brief.  Let  me  therefore 
again  repeat  my  suggestions  about  takbg  the  passage  I  have  named 
inside  of  all,  and  altogether  avoiding  Cape  Horn.  Many  reasons  I 
would  gm  m  favour  of  it,  and  not  the  least  is,  that  it  puts  a  vessel  in  a 
more  weatherly  pontion.  Of  course  I  speak  upon  the  supposition  that 
the  wind  is  firom  the  north  or  north-west:  if  it  be  from  the  south  or 
south-west,  then  the  obstacle  to  any  progress  in  the  way  I  have  named 
would  be  equally  great,  and  indeed  more  so,  in  the  usual  route  pursued 
outside  of  iJl.  Let  us  take  the  case  in  any  form  it  might  present  itself; 
and  we  will  begin  with  a  vessel  bound  to  California  with  the  wind  at 
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norHu  Rapidly  she  pa«es  through  Le  Maire  Straits,  and,  in  the  old 
fefhion,  steen  for  the  Horn.  Signs  of  bad  weather  and  a  shift  of  wind 
appear;  she  therefore  keeps  well  south  to  have  plenty  of  room,  and  avoid 
the  heavy  gusts  that  come  round  the  pitch  of  the  Cape  close  to:  the 
change  takes  place,  and  for  days,  probably,  she  is  knocking  about  as 
scores  of  vessels  do,  wearing  and  tearing  herself  to  pieces.  On  the  other 
hand,  suppose  that  this  same  vessel  on  passing  through  the  Straits  took 
the  passage  I  have  named.  Night  comes  on,  6r  dirty  weather,  or  a 
change  of  wind.  What  can  she  do?  Why,  if  only  just  through  the 
Straits,  run  back  and  get  a  lee  under  the  land  between  Cape  San  Vin- 
cent, &c.,  as  I  have  already  mentioned:  if  far  enough  on,  take  to  Ban- 
ner Cove,  or  any  of  ^e  places  enumerated  as  in  her  neighbourhood;  and 
there  waiting  till  the  wind  again  got  favorable,  not  only  save  herself 
much  possible  damage,  but  refresh  and  invigorate  every  one  on  board. 
I  am  aware  that  many  objections  may  be  made  about  insurance  and 
risk,  &C.,  but  I  hope  to  see  the  insurance  offices  themselves  recommend- 
ing this  ;  and,  looking  still  f&rther  ahead,  I  would  say,— in  answer  to 
another  possible  objection  about  being  too  long  detained  by  a  southerly 
wind  that  would  keep  a  vessel  from  getting  out  of  this  passage,  while, 
if  to  the  southward  of  the  Horn,  it  would  be  fair  for  going  to  the  north- 
west,—^there  are  numerous  passage  by  which  a  vessel  with  such  a  wind 
might  go  on,  even  if  she  took  the  Beagle  Channel,  though  until  it  la 
officially  recognised  of  course  it  could  not  be  generally  followed*  My 
own  impression  is  that  the  Straits  of  Magellan  are  no  better  than  the 
route  I  have  named  ;  but,  as  I  have  had  no  experience  of  the  former,  I 
cannot  positively  determine.  At  all  events,  I  merely  give  my  ideas  as 
suggestions  for  the  attention  of  others. 

The  hammering  that  vessels  get  off  the  Horn  is  such  that  everything 
bearing  upon  the  appearance  of  a  remedy  should  be  brought  forward  ; 
and  amongst  other  thoughts  that  came  into  my  head  while  cruising^ 
about  the  neighbouihood  was  the  possible  advantage  of  such  a  harbour 
as  that  discovered  in  WoHaston  Island  by  the  Americans,  and  entered 
by  mysel£  I  mean  Victoria  Harbour,  as  I  have  called  it,— Sea  Gull 
Harbour  on  the  American  charts.  It  is  a  pleasant  and  secure  place, 
easy  of  access,  through  Sea  Gull  Stream  passage,  or,  as  I  imagine  (for  I 
did  not  go  sU  the  way  through),  by  Washington  Channel;  and  if  a  vessel 
when  to  the  westward  of  the  Horn,  was  caught  in  heavy  weather,  die 
might  bear  up  for  it  with  ease.  I  am  inclined  to  think,  from  the  view 
I  obtained  when  at  the  top  of  Mount  Franklin,  that  Buley  and  Wol- 
laston  Islands  are  a  chister  of  smaller  islands,  and  that  there  are  passages 
from  Hately  Bay,  Scourfield  Bay,  Kendal  Harbour,  into  Albert  Sound, 
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and  ftom  Beanfort  Bay  ieto  VtctorU  Harbour.  Indeed,  when  passing 
Seovrfield  Bay  I  saw  water  which  I  am  almost  oertain  led  right  through 
into  Franklin  Soiond,  as  well  as  an  opening  to  the  west  Thus,  then,  I 
nnagine  that  there  are  sevenil  passages  yet  to  be  disoorered,  not  only  in 
WoUaston  and  Bailey  Islands,  but  also  in  Hardy  Peninsula  and  Hoste 
Island  ;  all  or  some  of  which  may  prore  useful  for  shelter  to  shipping. 
And  likewise,  in  the  dose  Ticinity  of  Cape  Horn,  the  passage  between 
Dieeptioa  aad  Herschel  Islands  is  perfectly  safe ;  and  vessels  caught  in 
btd  weather  bear  up  here  and  anchor  under  the  lee  of  Herschel  in  com- 
plete safety.  But  I  need  not  enlarge  any  more  on  this  point  I  find 
lliat  it  has  already  attracted  attention  in  the  American  Sailing  Direc- 
tions, at  least,  so  far  as  going  through  Nassau  Bay  is  concerned, — and 
I  will,  therefore,  only  again  urge  a  consideration  of  the  subject,  and 
hope  it  may  reoeire  more  notice  from  others. 

Before  I  leare  diis  neighbourhood,  let  me  say  a  word  in  favour  of  an 
idea  that  has  frequently  crossed  my  nnad  in  reference  to  the  navigation 
of  Cape  Horn. 

What  a  boon  to  mariners  would  be  a  fight  placed  there  I  And  that 
tudi  might  be  carried  into  effect  by  the  general  consent  of  all  nations 
having,  or  conceiving  themselves  to  have,  a  claim  to  that  wild  land,  or 
an  interest  in  its  stormy  seas,  I  ventm«  to  say*  The  scientific  world 
has  begm  a  good  thing  by  a  personal  conference  and  union  in  reference 
to  the  phenomena  of  the  winds  at  sea ;  is  it,  therefore,  too  much  to  hope 
that  there  wiQ  yet  be  a  general  conference  and  union  in  the  mercantile 
world  in  reference  to  the  ferther  exploring  and  the  better  establishing 
doubtfol  localities^  and  the  fixing  good  beaoon  lights  on  such  important 
headlands  as  Cape  Horn  and  the  Diego  Ramirez  ?  At  all  events,  let 
Great  Britain  and  America  not  be  backward  in  this  ;  particularly  if  the 
former,  as  it  is  to  hoped,  now  intends  to  improve  the  Falkland  Islands. 
Easy  would  it  be  from  there,  especially  if  made  a  penal  settlement,  to 
accomplish  what  I  have  hinted  at ;  and,  to  pay  the  expense,  the  smallest 
trifling  toll  upon  every  vessel  clearing  out  for  round  the  Horn  would  be 
sufficient  Possibly,  we  may  care  nothing  about  this  ;  but  if  we  do  not, 
others  will.  The  Americans—those  hardy,  enterprising  followers  of  the 
**  Stars  and  Stripes'^ — men  full  of  science  and  of  daring,  wheresoever 
aught  is  new  or  aught  to  be  adventured — ^they,  by  their  logs  and  pub- 
lished reports  shew  that  they  are  not  negligent  of  all  that  I  here  allude 
to :  also  the  tricolor,  allied  to  us  by  our  national  unity,  has  been  floating 
about  the  Patagoniau  seas  in  earnest  seeking  ;  and  the  gaudy  flag  of 
Spain  is  well  known  as  a  claimant  upon  all  those  lands  of  Southern 
Anieriea.     But  there  is  a  young  and  pushing  State  already  fast  verging 

wo.  3. — VOL.  TH.  o 
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into  maohood,  and  whose  eagle  glances  are  now  fixed  npon  ihose  lands. 
Aided  by  the  rejected  of  England,  to  whom  she  liberally  giyes  encourage- 
ment, her  dashing  flag  is  now  carried  to  many  places  where,  until  lately^ 
it  was  perfectly  unknown  ;  and  she  can  boast  of  men  in  her  employ  who 
are  both  capable  and  willing  to  aid  her  plans  for  future  aggrandisement 
and  renown.  Let  it  not  be  siud,  then,  that  these  are  beforehand  with 
us  in  what  must  ultimately  pioye  so  beneficial  to  the  maritime  world. 
We  have  done  much  by  the  admirable  survey  made  under  the  present 
Rear- Admiral  Fitzroy  ;  let  us  do  a  little  more,  and  see  if  it  be  possible 
to  put  a  light  on  or  about  the  neighbourhood  of  Cape  Horn. 


A  LECTURE  ON  THE  MEASUREMENT  OF  YACHTS. 

Thb  lecture  was  delivered  at  the  Prince  of  Wales  Tacbt  Club,  by  Mr,  Ash, 
a  draughtsman  of  the  firm  of  Mare  k  Co.,  Blackwall. 

"  The  systems  adopted  for  the  measurement  of  yachts  at  the  different  porta 
round  the  coast  where  regattas  take  plaee,  being  mostly  different,  are  a 
source  of  great  inconvenience  and  annoyance  to  all  yachtsmen,  besides  being 
frequently  the  means  of  breaking  up  the  matches  altogether.  The  three 
metropolitan  yacht  clubs  have  very  wisely  come  to  measure  by  the  same  rule, 
which  may  be  considered  a  tolerably  just  one.  Where  it  errs  in  my  opinion 
I  shall  certainly  shortly  advert  to.  It  is  also  adopted  by  some  clubs  at  the 
outports,  but  what  should  be  done  is  the  adoption  b^  all  of  one  general  rule. 
To  show  the  discrepancy  in  the  tonnage  measurement  at  different  regattaa 
it  may  be  stated  that— 

The  Thought  measures  at  Rjde^ %5  tons. 

.  -  in  the  Thames.^ 29  << 

The  Amaason       **  at  Harwidi 48  " 

**  in  the  Thames 42  •* 

The  Wildfire        «•  at  Cowes 66  " 

**  at  Plymouth.. 52  " 

The  Vestal  «  at  Cowes 61  •• 

"  in  the  Thames. 74  '< 

The  Eztravaganaa  at  Cowes...: 57  <* 

*"  in  the  Thames. 48  " 

The  Mosquito       "  at  Cowes 70  " 

"  at  Cork. 60  " 

•'  at  Plymouth. 50  •« 

A  yacht  owner  is  frequently  disgusted  on  taking  his  vessel  round  to  some 
regatta  when  he  finds  that  he  is  not  allowed  to  sail  by  the  correct  tonnage; 
but  bis  vessel  has  to  be  put  sshore  perhaps,  or  at  any  rate  re-measured  every 
time  he  sails,  which  may  be  twice  or  thrice  a  week  during  the  season.  Then 
again,  protests  take  place,  even  after  the  match  is  over,  and  from  these  causes 
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combined  with  others,  it  is  well  known  that]  many  men  possessing  beautiful 
jadiis  decline  entering  them  in  matches. 

**  The  qaestioD  ot  tonnage  measurement  has  frequentlj  been  the  rabject 
of  eontroTenj'  as  respect  raking  or  upright  stem  posts.  This  has  no  real 
connection  with  the  subject  now,  but  it  had  an  ad?entitious  importance  at 
the  Ume,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  measurement  being  taken  at  the  keel 
as  one  of  the  elements.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  most  proper  measurement 
would  be  on  the  water  line,  that  is,  taking  the  extreme  length  and  breadth  at 
that  line,  and  if  extended  below  that  line  in  either  dimensions,  the  excess  to 
be  redconed  as  tonnage.  My  reason  for  adopting  the  above  measurement  ist 
that  in  all  cases  the  builder  or  owner  should  not  be  restricted  in  any  way 
whaterer,  leaving  each  to  decide  for  himself  whether  he  would  have  an  upright 
stem  or  stem  post.  The  present  mode  of  measuring  I  hold  to  be  nnfiiir,  as 
in  the  case  of  an  owner  who  wishes  to  have  his  stem  to  rake  forwards,  he  in* 
cim  the  penalty  of  increased  tonnage,  although,  the  water  line  being  the 
same,  his  vessel  has  really  no  more  effective  force.  I  may  mention  a  case  in 
point,  the  Undine,  with  a  raking  stem,  which  is  measured  under  the  present 
plan,  and  which  rake  actually  takes  away  her  fore  foot,  thus  acting  against 
her  in  two  points. 

**  I  am  aware  that  many  modes  of  measurement  have  been,  but  in  most  I 
find  great  restrictions  put  on  the  builder.  Now,  as  yachts  are  the  means  of 
determining  the  best  form  of  vessel  adapted  for  sailing  purposes,  I  think  you 
win  agree  with  me  there  ought  to  be  as  little  of  the  kind  as  possible ;  some 
have  proposed  that  the  depth  be  taken  into  consideration,  but  this  also  would 
trammel  the  builder  too  much.  The  rule  of  measuring  from  the  fore  part  of 
the  stem  on  deck  is  virtuaUy  saying,  *  You  shall  build  your  yacht  with  an 
upright  stem  and  no  other,*  and  it  would  be  quite  as  fair  to  measure  aft  as 
the  taffiwl,  including  all  the  overhang,  as  to  measure  to  the  fore  part  of  the 
stem,  including  all  the  overhang  forward. 

The  plan  adopted  by  the  New  York  Yaoht  Club,  and  recommended  by 
Mr.  Harett,  in  his  **  Treatise  on  Yachts  and  Yacht  Building,**  to  class 
yachts  ibr  racing  purposes,  is  to  measure  the  sails,  leaving  the  size  of  the 
hull  out  entirely,  which  they  consider  would  give,  in  all  cases,  the  best  formed 
vessel  the  advantage,  as,  by  so  doing,  the  balloon  sails  would  be  taken  into 
consideration  and  charged  accordingly.  Now  I  see  many  objections  to  this 
plan.  Thus,  if  one  vessel  be  able  to  carry  a  greater  press  of  canvas  than 
another,  both  being  of  the  same  size  of  course,  it  would  show  a  superiority  of 
model  in  that  one  respect,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  she  is  the  faster  of  the 
two.  Again,  supposing  we  have  a  large  vessel  of  50  tons,  and  another  of  80, 
with  the  same  amount  of  canvas,  we  have  the  same  amount  of  pressure,  and 
the  centre  of  effort  in  both  cases  alike ;'  that  is  to  say,  the  same  height  above 
the  centre  of  displacement,  consequently  the  same  leverage.  What  would  be 
the  result  on  a  calm  day?  The  larger  hull  would  stand  no  chance  with  the 
Bnaller.    Now,  suppose  it  is  blowing  fresh,  the  case  would  be  reversed. 

**  It  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Ackers,  the  Commodore  of  the  Royal  Victoria 
Yacht  Clnb,  that  yachts  should  be  measured  by  their  length  only.  The  effect 
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of  this  would  be  to  create  a  class  of  tob-^aped  boats,  with  enoroKma  saiW 
and  spars  in  proportion  to  their  length.  It  has  been  proposed  that  deptb 
should  be  charged  in  tonnage,  but  this  would  also  be  an  injustice;  for  suppose 
a  vessel  had  a  keel  four  feet  deep,  you  would  probably  have  lese  hull  than  io, 
another  Tessel,  and  yet  be  charged  more  for  tonnage.  It  is  true,  you  might 
gain  in  lateral  resistance,  but  I  do  not  consider  this  in  all  eases  e<iaal  to  a 
downward  pressure ;  therefore,  in  this  case,  the  tendency  would  be  to  boild 
▼cry  shallow  vessels  with  great  beam. 

^  It  has  been  proposed  also  to  measure  yachts  by  taking  their  actual  dia- 
placement,  but  this  you  would  have  a  difficulty  in  getting,  as  I  do  not  beliey» 
many  of  our  shipbuilders  could  calculate  this  without  mentioning  the  ocotre 
of  effort,  the  irregular  determination  of  which  I  believe  to  be  the  primary 
cause  of  our  getting  one  year  a  good  vessel  and  the  next  an  inftrior  one  horn 
the  same  builder. 

**  Again,  if  they  were  in  a  position  to  do  so,  they  would  hardly  be  impartial 
judges;  and  besides,  th^  would  object  to  give  their  designs  into  other  hands 
for  the  purposes  of  computation.  The  object  of  these  fbw  remarks  is,  there- 
fore, to  urge  an  attempt  to  amalgamate  all  our  yacht  clubs  by  the  same  rule 
of  tonnage.  There  is,  no  doubt,  great  difficulty  in  effecting  this,  chiefly  from 
the  lukewarmness  of  members  of  the  clubs,  and  even  of  the  members  them- 
selves, who  may  require  the  stimulus  of  a  protest  to  rouse  them  to  unite  with 
each  other  towards  this  most  desirable  end.  It  would  be  highly  proper  that 
some  rule  should  be  passed  in  every  club,  that  when  vessels  are  entered  into 
their  lists,  their  tonnage  should  be  distinctly  painted  or  carved  on  one  of  the 
main  beams,  so  that  her  siae  might  be  at  once  ascertained  without  cavil.  Id 
case  of  any  alteration  in  her  size,  this  nark  to  be  likewise  altered.^ 


A  FEARFUL  ADVENTURE  ON  THE  GREAT  WATERS,  OUT-WEA- 
THERED BY  THE  YACHT  TRAVELLER, 

Btdvad  to  Shjfm$  h^  an  QM-tDitaais,  who  thanks  kit  stars  Uuu  h»  stiU  jurafsse  a> 
tnUeriU  AtflMsj^.— AsPBX  Lbav. 

Now,  would  you  like  to  hear  a  tale 

Of  very  serious  mishaps^ 
The  '^Traveltr^  met  with  in  a  gale 

Full  of  Model  Yacht  Club  chaps. 
A  silver  cup  brought  on  a  match — 

Fi»e  YoiiiM  were  named  to  win  it— • 
Two  came  reaVjf  to  the  **  scratch," 

And  OVB,  with  a  Yaobtsicav  in  it 

With  Beef  and  Beer,  and  Pastry  tot. 

With  weather  so  calm  and  kind. 
With  l^cUsf  shipped  among  our  crew, 

Soon  that  house  we  left  behind. 
With  awful  pace— that  is,  three  hMie^ 

We  neared  North  Woolwich  shore; 
There  smiling  at  the  rival  yachts. 

Stood  Eltham— our  bold  Commodore! 
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The  datief  of  the  daj  beguij 

Now  Where's  iCufftme  and  CWpic/y 
That  little  Bo^  forgot  to  ''Man," 

Which  you  know  wa<  yerj  stupid. 
What's  to  be  done— Eugenie  sighed  j 

How  much  'twill  yex  and  grieye  him 
To  he  left  behind  I-- And  beside 

I  know  the  time  to  leaye  him." 
"  Cuptd  must  sail,"  the  luipire  said, 

•*  Or  we'U  wait  mitil  December ; 
**  How  can  a  match  with  one  be  made  } 

"  What's  Cupid  without,  a  •member?' "♦ 
This  Hx  •<  two  Bobbiet^'  oyercame» 

And  they  deseire  our  praises ; 
They  left  the  TraveWr^  sailed  for  Fame 

They  did  sail,  too,  like  blazes  I 

What  charming  sport  the  yachtsman  sees, 

When  his  emuUtion  rises, 
SeU  his  own  sail  to  catch  the  breeze, 

For  pleasure  or  for  prizes! 
Oh!  Lawson,  this  reflection  brings 

Thy  lukewarm  yachting  spirit  home : 
Yachts  am't  among  those  many  things 

Which  we  must  take  them  as  they  come  ! 

Bang!  goes  a  gun^a  second  flash, 

And  all  was  animation — 
A  three-knot  breeze — along  they  dash 

For  yictory,  or  yexation* 
They  scarcely  reached  the  Oyan*s  buoy, 

At  this  you  will  not  wonder  ; 
The  sky  was  black,  and  where's  the  Joy 

Of  sailing  into  thunder? 

Gun  number  three  I  then  homeward  bound. 

The  TroMiVr  and  Eugntie^ 
Toong  Oiipu^he  could  not  be  found  i 

A  misnamed,  luckless  ninny! 
'Twas  whisper'd,  but  could  not  be  true, 

(Mind^*«  keep  thU  darkT  between  us) 
On  Erith's  shore  poor  Cupid: a  crew 

Were  seeking  his  mother,  Venus. 

At  Bainham  this  great  match  was  o*er, 

And  calm  enough  it  ended  ; 
We  saw  not  then  the  extremes  in  store 

Of  warring  elements  blended. 
The  wind  came  whistling  through  our  shrouds, 

The  sudden  wayes  were  dash'd 
t  All  hell  aeem*d  loose  beneath  the  clouds. 

As  the  yiyid  lightning  flash'd. 

Our  crew  soon  found  the  use  of  tongues, 

And  shouted  loud  at  such  luck ; 
Our  leader  shewed  no  want  of  lungs. 

Though  he  sad^  wanted  phi^ 
Perhaps  he  thought  the  time  was  come 

For  friends  on  shore  to  mourn  us  \-~ 
••  Was  not  prepared**  he  was  not  Acmb, — 

Ha  would  not  be  a  JmioMt 

»  The  L.  H.  Y.  C.  Sailing  Bnles  require  that  a  member  only  shall  be  priyileged 
to  take  the  helm  in  a  math. 
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<*  Ran  the  Traodier  on  the  ground — 

There  let  her  be  dashed  to  pieces  : 
I'd  rather  give  a  hundred  pound 

Than  fii^  such  a  storm  as  this  is." 
Commodore  spoke  thus  loud  and  quick, 

Hailhig  boats  till  he  was  hoarse 
His  nearest  antitype  •'  Ktn^  Dick'^ 

Offering  **  Kingdoms  for  a  horse." 

Thou  demon  Fear  :  thy  spirit  clings, 

Like  thy  paleness  on  our  faces  ; 
We  felt  that  C«pu^  lost  his  wings 

In  Boreas*  wild  embraces  I  — 
Bid  graceful  Eugene  still  surrire  ? 

Fear  gave  us  the  presentiment. 
She'd  shewn  a  Crabb  the  w  ay  to  dire 

Into  his  native  element ! 

Safe  moor'd  at  last,  near  Woolwich  Beach, 

(Oh  1  the  shore  Icok'd  so  inyiting) 
Here  Harrison  began  to  preach. 

In  the  style  he  takes  delight  in. 
Fiye  in  a  boat  soon  reached  the  shore, 

And  to  Abbey  wood  were  trotting  ; 
But  they  didn*t  say  with  Commodore, 

<*  Dam'me,  Vm  done  with  yachting." 


CLIFFORD  8  BOAT  LOWERING  APPARATUS. 

Snrcx  we  last  noticed  this  inestimable  iuTention  it  has  been  the  means^of 
saving  many  lives,  and  we  are  truly  rejoiced  to  find  that  the  authorities  at 
the  Admiralty  are  at  length  convinced  by  the  numerous  testimonials  received 
by  them  from  naval  officers  of  high  standing,  that  Mr.  Clifford's  plan  is  the 
best  that  has  come  under  theirj  notice,  and  it  is  to  be  generally  adopted  ia 
Her  Mijesty's  vessels ;  the  East  India  Company  also  have  directed  it  to  be 
fitted  to  all  their  vessels  of  war ;  and  we  understand  that  the  Emigration 
Commissioners  will  not  charter  any  vessel  unless  provided  with  the  apparatus. 
This  superiority  of  the  plan  over  all  others  being  now  so  universally  acknow- 
leged  by  all  nautical  men,  the  Government  of  a  maritime  country  like  Eng- 
land should  not  delay  in  making  it  imperative  on  all  owners  to  fit  their  ships 
with  it.  An  argument  against  this  is  that  it  would  give  the  inventor  a  mono- 
ply,  but  firom  the  spirit  displayed  by  Mr.  C.  from  the  first  production  of*  his 
plan,  that  he  is  prompted  more  by  a  philanthropic  than  a  pecuniary  principle, 
we  believe  he  would  willingly  yield  hi^  claim  if  a  better  system  of  launching  a 
boat  in  a  heavy  sea  could  be  produced.  As  the  case  at  present  stands,  he  is 
deserving  of  the  thanks  and  support  of  every  humane  individual. 

Those  who  have  heard  the  appalling,  cry  of  a  "  Man  overboard !"  will;  hail 
the  instantaneous  means  of  lowering  a  boat  to  the  ^rescue  with  deep  «and 
eternal  gratitude  to  the  inventor.  This  subject  brings  to  our  mind  feelings  of 
bitter  anguish,  our  own  father  (when  commander  of  a  transport  ship  during 
the  French  war,)  accidentally,  in  a  severe  gale,  fell  overboard,  and  before  the 
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boats  could  be  lowered  he  sank,  bat  being  a  good  swimmer  rote  again  to  the 
sorfiice,  and  battled  manfally  with  the  waves.  Some  half  hour  elapsed  ere 
the  boats  neared  him,  and  when  within  a  few  yardsy  he  sank  exhaasted,  and 
the  sea  entombed  him  for  ever  •  *  * 


London,  February  25/A,  1858. 

Sn. — ^I  was  right  glad,  as  J  make  no  doubt  most  of  jour  readers  were, 
to  see  in  jour  last  number  a  continuation  of  '*  Yachting  Reminiscences  b/ 
Blue  Jacket,**  who  seems  to  handle  his  pen  as  cleverly  as  I  dare  say  he 
handles  his  yacht,  £.«.  if  he  has  one! — ^for  would  you  believe  it?  only  the  other 
day  I  heard  it  gravely  asserted  that  the  author  of  these  very  interesting  *'  Re- 
minisoences"  was  not  a  yachtsman  at  all;  but  one  of  onr  most  popular 
writers  of  the  day,  who  perhaps,  never  was  on  board  a  yacht  in  his  life,  and 
wrote  from  the  rough  notes  of  a  yachting  friend  behind  the  scenes !— just  as 
if  we  had  no  literary  yachtsmen  amongst  us,  capable  of  writing  their  own 
cruises,  and  writing  them  well  too,  as  witness  the  recent  "  Letters  from  high 
Latitudes,"  by  Lord  Dufierin,  &c. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  there  was  one  remark  in  the  last  chapter  of  "  Yachting 
Bemimscences,''  which  struck  me  particularly,  viz.  that  in  reference  to  the 
small  amount  of  fraternization  amongst  yachtsmen,  referring  to  the  good  old 
practice  of  the  ''Royal  Northerns"  sailing  sociably  together  in  fleet,  and 
attributing  the  cause  to  the  diliitioD  of  our  yachting  spirit  into  so  many  yacht 
dubs. 

Now  in  this  I  quite  agree  with  "  Blue  Jacket,'*  and  highly  approve  of  his 
suggestion  that  we  should  have  only  "  One  Boyal  Yacht  Club  for  Great  Bri- 
tsin,**  and  the  sooner  such  a  desirable  object  can  be  carried  out  the  better, 
shbo*  I  much  fear  the  obstacles  would  be  found  insuperable  so  long  as  we 
have  so  many  men  fonder  of  talking  about  yachts  than  of  sailing  them. 

What  I  wanted  however  to  bring  under  your  notice,  as  Editor  of  our  only 
Taehimg  Magazine  (long  life  to  it)  is  anothar  eource  of  shortcomings  in  the 
sodal  fraternization  of  yachtsmen  afloat,  and  that  is  the  tenacity  with 
which  woold-be  yachtsmen  cling  to  their  long  ehore  tdeae  of  class  distinc- 
tion, &c,  instead  of  leading  such  notions  behind  them  when  they  go  afloat 
Let  yachtsmen  do  as  they  like  ashore,  but  on  the  merry  ocean,  let  their 
•'  esprit  de  corps  **  shew  itself  in  a  somewhat  different  way  from  the  following 
extraordinaiy  state  of  things,  which  if  our  worthy  good-hearted  friends  across 
the  water  never  chance  to  see  before,  they  should  see  now,  and  as  Captain 
Cuttle  used  to  say,  '*  make  a  note  o^*'  when  any  of  the  arieioeratic  fiaet 
alluded  to  visit  their  hospiuble  shores. 

The  following  is  an  extract  fh)m  a  letter  written  by  Mrs.  Romer  to  Lady 
Blessingtony  and  published  in  the  "  Life  **  of  the  latter  by  Madden— voL  ii 
p.  331 :— 
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Oct  14<l,  1839.-»At  Falmooth  we  were  detained  15  dars,  in  anch  ttreu 
of  weather,  as  it  would  have  been  madnees  to  pat  to  sea  in! 

**  The  bay  was  crowded  with  yachts  all  bcuad  (or  rather  wiadboand)  for 
the  same  place  as  ourselves — *  Grosvenor  Souare  was  assembled  at  the  LancTs 
End, — Lord  Tarborouf^h,  Lord  and  Lady  Wilton,  Lord  and  Lady  6odolphia» 
Mr.  and  Lady  C.  Talbot,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Villiers,  formed  part  of  the  arlato- 
cratic  little  squadron.  There  were  also  two  or  three  yachts  belonging  to  the 
Irish  Yacht  Clnbs,  but  they  seemed  to  be  looked  upon  as  aiiena  by  the  others, 
as  distinct  fit>m  them  as  Bloomsbuiy  is  from  Mayfair!  I  suppose  there  are 
nautical  as  well  as  hunting  *  snobs  ;*  and  that  these  latter  being  of  that  sort 
would  have  contaminated  the  others,  had  they  <  come  between  the  wind  and 
their  nobility.' " 

Beyond  transcribing  the  above,  I  make  no  comment ;— that  would  be  super- 
fluous, except  it  might  be  to  ask  what  most  people  would  be  inclined  to  do, 
via.  which  art  the  '*  tnobtf  '* — it  is  clear  which  were  meant  by  Mrs,  Romer, 
tho'  not  quite  so  dear  who  were  best  entitled  to  the  appellation. 

I  remain,  &c., 

To  the  Editor  H.  Y.M,  Conkad. 


HIGH  WATER  TIDE  TABLE  FOB  MARCH. 


HlghWater 

Lon.  Bridge 

X  mom.  after. 


The  time  of  high  water  at  the  following  plaoes  may  be 
tained,  by  adding  to,  or  substracting  from,  the  time  at  Londcm 
Bridge. 


3  10 

3  40 

4  15 

4  46 

5  ]5 

5  50 

6  20 

7  5 

8  0 

9  35 
11  10 


0  55 

1  85 

2  10 
16  3  45 

8  15 

3  50 

4  25 
6  0 

5  45 

6  80 

7  30 

9  5 
10  45 


17 
18 
19 
80 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
23 
80 
31 


0  40 

1  25 

2  5 
2  40 
8  10 


m. 
25 

0 
80 

0 
30 

5 
40 
80 
45 
20 
50 
25 
15 
55 

0 
35 

5 
45 
20 

5 

0 
10 
55 
SO 
10 

5 
50 
20 
55 
30 


Aberjstwith...^. 

Aldemey 

Bantry  Bay 

Bridlington 

Carmarthan , 

Cork  Harbour .... 

Dartmouth 

Dudgeon  Light.. 

Eddystone » 

Ezmouth  Bar 

Fahnouth.... 

Flamboro'  Head.. 
Guernsey  Pier.... 

Hartlepool 

Humber  Mouth.. 
Einsale  Harbour 

Lands  End 

Leith  Pier 

Lynn  Regis 

Plymouth.. ......... 

Swansea 

Torbay 

Wateiford 

Weymouth 

Whitby 

Amsterdam 

Antwerp 

Bourdeuz 

Cherbourg ». 

Hamburgh 

Brest.. ..«., ...., 


h.    m. 

add  5    23 

4    38 

1  89 

2  23 

4  3 

2  23 

3  58 

5  23 
8 
4 
3 
2 
4 


8 
18 

8 
23 
23 


1  38 
8     23 

2  23 


23 
15 
88 
26 
49 
58 
43 
23 

1  38 
0     53 

2  18 


1     80 


Aberdeen sub 

Aldborough 

Belfast 

Brighton 

Carnarvon 

Cowes 

Dublin  Bar 

Dungenesa..^...... 

Folkestone 

Foreland,  North  .• 
Foreland.  Sovthw 

Gravesend • 

Greenwich 

Harwich 

Howth  Harbour... 

Ipswich... 

Kentish  Knock.... 

Lowestoft 

Margate. 

Nore  Light 

Portsmouth. 

Sheemess 

South  ampton. ... .« 

Spithead 

Yarmouth  Roads.. 

Calais 

Dieppe .« 

Havre  de  Grace.... 

Ostende 

Honfleur.. 

New  York 


h.   03. 

0     56 


22 
S 
29 
47 
22 
S6 


8     17 
3     87 


22 
47 
»7 
20 
37 
59 

7 
87 
37 

% 
5 

M 
27 
37 
27 
19 

a 

15 

12 

37 

7 


All  eommunications  to  be  addressed  to  6,  New  Church  Street,  N.W.,  London. 
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REGATTAS  AJTD  THEIR  PRIZES. 

KieATTAfi  and  Sailing  Mattes  on  the  coaAt  are  ikr  different  affairs 
to  those  on  the  Thames,  which  are  got  up  for  the  gratification  of  the 
members  of  the  respective  clubs  and  their  firiends^  whereas  the  prin*^ 
dpal  portion  of  the  former  are  held  for  the  pecuniary  benefit  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  port  or  place.  The  watering  places,  such  as  Low-* 
estoft,  Yarmouth,  Wejmooth,  Ac.,  are  mostly  thronged  with  com- 
pany during  the  summer  season,  and  the  chief  part  of  those  who 
consdtnte  that  company  are  peisons  seeking  pleasure  and  amuse* 
ment ;  and  without  the  excitement  of  a  few  well  contested  matches 
the  time  would  hang  heavily  on  thrir  hands,r-*^  monotonous  and 
dreamy  eidstence  would  create  mnui^  and  instead  of  benefitting  in 
health  and  enjoying  themselves,  and  returning  delighted  to  their 
respective  homes,  they  will  come  back  tired  and  <fisguated  withthe 
dvll  never-changing  scene- 

The  inhabitants  of  every  town  that  aspires  to  have  a  regatta 
iheuld  put  forth  such  a  "« bill  of  fare,"  as  will  cause  the  yachts  to 
ttsemble  in  force,  for  it  is  well  known  that,  even  yacht  owners 
who  do  not  race,  (their  name  is  ^*  legion,*')  take  great  delight  in 
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seemg  a  harbour  or  roadstead  studded  with  vessels.  This  is  also 
a  source  of  profit  to  the  natives,  for  at  most  places  yachtsmeu  meet 
firiends,  and  for  days  after  a  regatta  their  burgees  may  be  seen  in 
the  neighbourhood. 

Again,  it  is  necessary  to  offer  such  prizes  as  would  be  acceptable 
to  yacht  owners,  and  thus  secure  good  entries.  Money  prizes  are  all 
very  well,  but  we  do  not  believe  the  generality  of  yachtsmen  feel  very 
ambitious  to  gain  the  cash,  they  prefer  good  useful  prizes.  We  have 
had  enough  of  cups,  jugs,  and  tankards,  therefore  some  other  articles 
should  be  offered — such  as  silver  teakettles,  urns,  tea  services,  ink 
stands,  sextants,  telescopes,  &c., — articles  that  may  be  brought  into 
daily  use,  ashore  or  afloat.  These  will  always  be  of  value,  whereas, 
in  a  **  splendid  cup,"  there  is  more  paid  for  the  ornamental  part 
than  would  produce  two  good  soKd  prizes.  A  cup  said  to  be  of 
the  value  of  100  guineas,  would  not  fetch  anything  like  that  amount 
if  offered  to  your  silversmith  in  exchange  for  a  more  useful  commo- 
dity. There  is  too  much  shmo^  too  great  a  study  of  the  ^^fine  arts,** 
in  our  prizes ;  they  are  certainly  as  specimens  of  workmanship  and 
design  mostly  got  up  in  first-rate  style,  but  the  intrinsic  value  forms 
a  small  portion  of  the  amount  paid  to  the  manufacturer. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  every  man  should  reap  the  benefit  of  his 
abilities,  but  we  contend  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  "  fine  arts,'' 
as  displayed  in  the  present  prizes.  We  have  heard  of  a  cup,  '*  value 
100  guineas,"  being  changed  by  the  manu&cturer  a  few  days  after 
a  match  for  a  tea  service,  £75  was  allowed  for  the  much  vaunted 
bauble. 

Another  instance  of  the  value  of  these  prizes, — ^a  yacht  owner  won 
a  £50  cup,  he  did  not  like  it,  so  sent  it  to  the  silversmith  who  sup- 
plied it  (who  by-the-bye  wa^  also  his  tradesman,)  to  place  it  to  his 
account.  During  the  same  year  he  won  a  second  prize,  and  to  his  great 
astonishment  it  was  the  same  he  had  won  at  another  place.  It  was 
again  consigned  to  the  custody  of  the  silversmith ;  thinking  of  course 
it  was  a  hundred  or  nearly  so  to  his  credit.  On  the  following  year 
he  was  again  a  winner,  when  he  was  surprised  by  the  appearance  of 
his  old  friend,  slightly  altered.  He  was  so  annoyed  and  disgusted, 
that  on  arriving  on  board  his  yacht  he  placed  his  foot  on  it  and 
crushed  it:  thus  destroying  it  so  effectually  that  it  could  not  be  used 
again.  In  this  condition  it  was  forwarded  to  his  silversmith,  on 
whom  he  shortly  after  called,  and  found  that  his  three  A50  cups  were 
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placed  to  his  credit  at  the  moderate  sum  of  thirty-five  pounds  !  The 
remunder  being  of  course  absorbed  in  the  artistical  and  ornamental 
embellishments  of  Neptune's  tridents  and  dolphins  heads  and  tails, 
interspersed  with  sea  weed  and  shells ; — all  very  pretty  no  doubt, 
but,  were  they  worth  the  trouble  and  expense  which  the  winner  was 
compelled  to  put  up  with  to  gain  these  works  of  art? 

A  late  lamented  .friend,  witli  whom  we  were  once  conversing  on 
this  subject,  drew  from  beneath  a  modelling  board  (at  which  he  was 
wont  to  amuse  his  leisure  hours)  a  box,  which  on  opening  revealed 
to  our  view  a  number  of  dark  looking  jugs,  tankards,  and  cups, 
divested  of  the  "  fine  arts,"  which  he  had  won  at  different  times,  and 
was  so  proud  o(\As  trophies  that  they  were  hidden  from  the  eye  of 
the  curious.  In  answer  to  our  question — **  Why  not  use  them  in 
the  fiimily?"  he  said,  "  We  have  better  articles; — thisefor  ser^ 
vice  are  useless,**  The  conversation  that  followed  was  embodied  in 
a  letter  which  appeared  in  a  contemporary,  from  which  we  extract 
this  passage — ^*  Who  is  the  gainer  by  this?  The  yacht  club  gains 
nothing,  for  the  nominal  price  is  paid  for  the  cup,  whilst  the  winner 
gets  a  a  remarkably  ugly  and  useless  piece  of  plate,  which  never  sees 
the  daylight,  and  yet  one  or  the  other  of  these  is  alone  interested  in 
the  matter.  Now  if  you  venture  to  state  thus-  much,  you  are  gene- 
rally met  with  a  long  tirade  about  the  fine  arts ;  but  I  will  not  ad- 
mit the  fine  art  argument  for  one  moment,  when  I  see  a  dolphin  in 
the  act  of  turning  a  summersault,  with  a  lotus  springing  from  his 
dorsal  fin,  or  the  common  claret  jug,  go  well  known  to  winners  of 
£50,  ornamented  with  lily  leaves  for  a  handle,  and  vine  leaves  en- 
circling the  goblet,  I  see  no  reason  why  we  should  bind  ourselves 
down  to  accept  just  what  the  self-styled  "  fine  arts  "  choose  to  force 
upon  us.  I  would  suggest  to  these  gentry  the  advisability  of  their 
ornamenting  a  prize  of  out  choice  in  our  own  manner.  There  are 
several  useful  articles  in  daily  use  which  many  of  us  for  good  reasons 
object  to  purchase  in  silver,  but  which,  at  the  same  time,  are  exactly 
the  things  we  are  proud  to  possess  and  to  win  in  a  sailing  match,  t 
may  instance  a  silver  moderator  lamp,  which  has  the  great  advantage 
of  giving  the  fine  arts  very  considerable  space  for  embellishment;  in 
feet,  anything  that  can  be  brought  into  daily  use  is  a  better  prize, 
and  would  be  more  coveted,  than  the  hideous  and  useless  things  that 
usually  come  under  the  category  of  regatta  cups/' 

A  remedy  for  all  this  is  easily  found,  if  yacht  clubs  and  regatta 
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committees  will  take  the  matter  in  hand,  and  not  leave  it  to  their 
manufacturers,  who  certainly  are  not  to  blame,  when  unrestricted^  if 
they  famish  for  a  prize  an  ornamental  work  which  will  display  their 
ingenuity  and  ability  as  artisans.  Now  is  the  time,  before  the  re- 
gattas and  matches  are  advertised  for  the  plan  suggested  to  be  tried, 
and  we  are  much  mistaken  if  the  committees  do  not  receive  the  ap- 
proval of  racing  men. 

The  arrangement  for  the  regattas  not  to  interfere  with  each  odier 
might  be  easily  settled,  if  the  respective  committees  would  oomuu- 
nicate  together,  and,  until  they  do,  some  will  be  shorn  of  thehr  bril- 
liancy. 


UNIVERSAL  YACHTING  STATION. 

Wb  have  been  requested  by  the  writer  of  th6  subjoined  letter  to  traim- 
fer  it  to  our  ps^es,  which  we  freely  acquiesce  in,  more  especially  as 
it  touches  on  a  subject  which  yachtsmen  (not  members  of  the  Boyal 
Yacht  Squadron,)  are  particularly  interested  in ; — namely,  a  marine 
residence  during  their  sojourn  in  the  waters  of  the  Solent.  It  was 
rumoured  that  the  B.T.Y.C.  were  likely  to  inhabit  the  vacant  club- 
house ;  but  we  believe  it  was  only  a  rumour  set  afloat  by  some  one 
who  was  anxious  to  see  these  great  clubs  in  close  proximity.  Ihe 
suggestion  of  the  writer  is  certainly  deserving  of  attention,  and  we 
recommend  the  metropolitan  clubs  to  take  it  into  consideration. 

Mb.  Editor.— I  venture  Ui  hint  to  yachtsmen  that  a  chance  teems 
sow  to  offer  of  obtainisg  a  general  rendezvous  at  Cowes.  The  ILY.S. 
having  moved  into  their  new  quarters,  their  old  house  is  vacant.  Could 
not  a  Club,  without  any  privileges  afbat,  open  to  all  members  of  Royal 
Yacht  Clubs,  upon  ballot,  be  established,  which  for  a  moderate  entrance 
fee  and  annual  subscription,  would  give  its  members  (the  majority  of 
whom  would  visit  these  waters  during  the  season)  those  comforts  which 
cannot  be  enjoyed  at  Cowes,  except  by  those  comparatively  few  gentle- 
men whom  the  kindness  of  the  R.Y.S.  (limited  only  by  their  space) 
•invites  as  visitors.  We  have,  sir,  often  gone  in  together  for  the  aquatic 
honours  of  our  respective  universities.  May  we  succeed  in  promoting  a 
home  where  we  ^jam  senior ei*  may  re-row  the  matches  of  former  days, 
and  whence  I  may  see  a  four-oared  gtg  brought  alongside,  by  the  un- 
rivalled skill  of  the  most  accomplished  coxswain  and  oarsman  of  any  time. 

The  UnyCsrsitx  and  Balliol  SEVSir. 

St.  Thomas's,  East  Cowes.  Tempore  1839. 
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BT  BLUB  JJlGKXT. 

A  SUMMER'S  CRUISE  IK  185— 
CHAPTER  VI. 

JmmiLB  Cbuub  xxt&aobdibabt  tbom  Sootlard  to  Ibelavd — Balltgas- 

TLB— A  Dbbam — Tablbau  Vitant— Irish  Hohbstt— Islabd  or 

Rathlin — Ab  Aobbbablb  Subpbisb — GiTBN  UP  voB  Lost. 

How  we  reached  Ballycastle  is  easily  told,  for,  thanks  to  a  nice  little 
slant  of  wind  and  a  smooth  sea,  steering  straight  for  the  south  end  of 
Bathfin,  we  met  with  no  difficulty,  and  arrived  safe  at  Ballyoastle,  just 
ss  it  was  getting  dark,  and  hauled  up  our  boat  amid  the  astonished 
gaae^of  bewildered  **  natives.'^  We  made  for  the  town  and  "  brought 
to  "  for  the  night  at  a  somewhat  equiyocal  looking  hou^  of  entertain- 
Bient,  which  next  day  turned  out  to  be  not  exactly  the  A  I  of  the  place; 
n*imporiey  it  served  our  purpose,  and  soundly  enough  I  slept;  not  so 
however  my  two  men,  of  whose  suspicions  as  to  the  character  of  the 
house  and  its  inmates  I  was  not  made  aware  until  next  morning  early, 
when  I  was .  suddenly  roused  from  a  dream  in  which  I  found  myself 
at  the  mouth  of  a  sea  cavern  surrounded  by  inaccessible  cliffs,  and  the 
tide  every  moment  rising  higher  and  higher,  while  the  only  chance  of 
rescue  was  from  the  boat,  which  seemed  approaching — slowly  through 
the  breakers!  Oh  I  how  the  sea  roared  and  rang  in  my  ears  at  the  time 
I  awoke;  but  thank  goodness  it  was  only  a  dream,—- only  a  dream!  No 
toch  thing!  for  wide  awake  as  I  am  now,  the  same  unearthly  roar  of 
the  raging  waves  still  rings  in  my  ears  louder  than  ever! — in  name  of  all 
tbat^s  wonderful  what  can  it  be!  The  room  was  dark,  and  only  streaks 
of  the  approaching  daylight  admitted  through  the  closed  shutters!  in  an 
instant  I  was  out  of  bed,  but  at  that  selfsame  instant  two  things  occurred 
which  were  in  no  way  calculated  to  restore  my  disturbed  equanimity; — 
these  two  occurrences  were  first  to  hear  a  repetition  of  the  roar  right 
under  my  bedside;  and  next,  having  stumbled  over  something  at  my  first 
step,  to  find  myself  in  the  grasp  of  a  man  struggling  to  pull  me  down! 
and  down  I  went  sure  enough,  but  not  before  I  had  my  opponent  by  the 
throat,  and  safe  under  me  on  the  floor!  So  safe,  that  there  was  little 
chance  of  his  being  able  to  reply  to  my  enquiries  as  to  who  he  was,  and 
I  was  just  about  relaxing  somewhat  my  grasp  on  his  throat  to  enable 

*  Continued  from  p.  87. 
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him  to  speak, — when  "  Master!— oh!  masterl "  "  Robbers !— robbers!  ^ 
rung  in  my  ears,  and  a  pretty  hub-bnb  there  was  altogether. 

**  Open  the  shutters,"  I  shouted  to  the  man  whose  roioe  I  recognised; 
"  I  have  got  one  of  them  safe  enough." 

The  daylight  being  now  admitted,  revealed  the  interesting  ''  tableau 
vivant,^'  not  of  a  captured  robber,  but  of  "  Rob,*^  one  of  my  own  men  I 
who  declared  that  he  had  no  idea  *^  Master  had  so  hard  a  grip."  And 
this  was  all  the  return  poor  Kob  and  his  companion  got  by  their^friendly 
concern  for  ''Master*s  "  safety,  which  alone  they  said  had  induced  |them 
to  come  and  pass  the  night  in  my  room,  as  *'  they  did  na'  like  the  looks 
of  them  Irish  d Is." 

Now  this  may  have  been  quite  true,  and  of  course  I  did  not  pretend 
to  dispute  it;  but  an  idea  did  cross  my  mind  at  the  time  that  themen's 
change  of  quarters  from  their  own  billets  to  the  hard  floor  of  my  room 
was  not  altogether  for  my  protection.  Neither  of  them  had  ever  been|^in 
Ireland  before,  and  their  ideas  of  Irish  honesty  were  somewhat  peon* 
liar. 

Apropos  of  "  Irish  honesty,"  it  waa  long  after  this  my  first  visit  to 
Ireland,  that  I  found  myself  gosting  in  an  Irish  car  over  that  most  pic- 
turesque road, — the  New  Road  as  it  was  then  called, — round  the  coast 
from  Larne  to  Ballycastle,  Colerfune,  &c.,  by  Glenarm  and  Cushendun. 
It  was  I  think  either  at  the  latter  place  or  Cushendall,  that  we  stopped 
to  dine,  somewhat  late  in  the  evening;  by  the  time  we  started  it  was 
rather  dark,  but  a  fine  calm  night,  and  so  away  we  jogged  right  mer- 
rilie.  We  had  not  however  gone  above  a  couple  of  miles  or  so  from 
the  inn,  when  we  heard  shouts  in  the  distance  behind  us,  as  if  callings 
on  us  to  stop; — by-and-bye  these  shouts  became  more  audible,  and  min- 
gled with  the  clattering  of  horses'  fee*:,  apparently  coming  after  us  at 
great  speed. 

«*  Well,  Barney,  what  do  you  take  that  to  be?  And  what  are  they 
shouting  for  do  you  suppose?  " 

"  Sure  thin  yer  honer— get  along  my  boy;''  (to  the  horse,  accompa- 
nied by  a  mild  persuasion  of  his  whip).  «  Sure  thin  its  may  be  a  Peeler 
itie " 

"  But  what  does  he  shout  for  Barney?" 

For  at  that  moment,  as  Barney's  persuasion  took  effect  on  the  right 
good,  tho'  as  usual,  blind  horse  he  was  driving,  the  shouts  were  repeated 

with  renewed  vigour,  amidst  which  we  could  only  make  out  "  Stop - 

stop!"  and  something  which  sounded  very  like — "  Curse  on  ye's." 

"  Agh  thin  bad  luck  to  him— its  no  Peeler  he^is— and— ^go-long  my 
darlint,— it  isn't  on  this  lonely  mountain  he'll  ketch  us  this  same  blessed 


YACHTING  BBMINISCENCBS.  107 

night^  Crack  went  the  whip  and  away  flew  our  car  at  a  rate  down  hill 
far  from  agreeable,  oonndering  that  the  chances  of  an  upset  were  rather 
for  than  aguost  such  an  event  But  it  was  no  use,  for  the  party  in  pur* 
suit  was  clearly  gaining  on  us,  so  that  we  could  now  actually  see  the 
horse  and  rider,  still  shouting  and  summoning  us  to  '*  stop/*  and  still  as 
it  seemed  to  our  ears  showering  ''curses^  on  us. 

'*  Better  pull  up,  Barney,  and  see  what  they  want.** 
But  Barney  was  in  no  humour  for  an  interview,  and  whispered  some- 
thing about  a  ^^  mnrther  and  robbery"'  in  **  them  parts,**  only  the  winter 
before* 
**  But  there's  two  to  one,  so  pull  up  and  lets  hear  what  it  is.** 
Barney  didn't  pull  up,  but  his  horse  '*  gave  up,"  and  after  a  chase  of 
some  Bre  miles  at  least,  the  pursuing  rider  was  soon  close  up  to  us  still 
shondng  "stop!"  which  at  length  we  did,  Barney  whispering  in  a  state 
of  evident  exatement-^**  Look  out  yer  honor,  there's  more  an'  them 
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The  rider  having  pulled  up,  and  being  challenged  wilh — <'  What  do 
yon  want?"  the  first  thing  observable  was  that  he  had  no  saddle,  and 
was  evidently  fatigued  with  his  ride,  for  it  was  not  until  once  more  chal- 
lenged that  he  found  breath  enougli  to  reply. 

*'  I  thou't  it  was  ^etos,  and  here's  yer  honor's  purse  ye  left  behind 
yeesr 

This  speedily  accounted  for  the  seeming  curses  that  came  after  us; 
and  finding  the  purse  all  right  as  fiur  as  I  could  judge,  the  messenger 
iftumed  well  satisfied  with  the  result  of  his  rough  ride,  which  I  expressed 
legret  he  should  have  had,  but  which  he  declared  his  readiness  to  under- 
take **  as  of^en  as  yer  honor  likes  to  lave  yer  purse  again,  long  life  to 
yer  honor!" 

Long  life  to  honesty,  say  I — and  if  Irish  honesty  be  all  like  this  it 
might  be  well  to  substitute  a  little  of  it  for  the  honesty  of  some  other 
eountry  I  could  name,  where  a  somewhat  similar  loss  took  place,  but 
iriUiout  the  same  result. 

Having  spent  one  day  at  Ballycastle,  or  rather  in  the  vicinity  of  its 
neighbourhood,  we  were  now  ready  for  a  start  back  across  the  Channel 
m  onr  cockle  shell,  and  early  in  the  morning,  I  wended  my  way  to  the 
boat  which  was  launched  and  in  readiness  ; — ^but  "  Ye  Gods  and  little 
iUiea"  what  is  that  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat  ?— a  calf  I— <'a  live  cair— 
iwa  eo,  and  a  good  whacking  one  into  the  bargain  I  What  was  the 
aetning  of  this  extraordinary  cargo  Sandy  couldn't  tell  me,  and  Rob, 
ife  he  aaid  knew  all  about  it  was  gone  to  the  hotel  for  my  bag.  Having 
ll^mptorily  ordered  ihe  dis-embarcation  of  the  calf,  I  walked  off  and 
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sauntered  a  quarter  of  an  hour  away,  and  on  returmng,  lol  and  behold, 
not  only  10  the  calf  snag  where  it  was  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  bat  the 
stem  seat  is  occupied  by  two  figures,  apparently  quite  "  at  home",  the 
one  a  huge  frieze  coat,  containing  a  regular  *<  broth  of  a  boy^  with  hia 
*' sprig  of  shillellah/*  and  travelling  i^purtenances  doubtless  in  a  good 
sized  bundle  ; — ^the  other,  a  black  cloth  doak  and  houd  of  ditto,  under 
which  were  seen  a  pair  of  smiling  little  coral  lips,  and  eyes  Uke  sloes  ; — 
while  the  thwart  in  the  bows  of  the  boat  was  occupied  by  two  more 
intending  passengers,— learing  unoccupied  only  the  two  thwarts  for 
rowing! — so  that  naturally  enough  it  seemed  to  me  as  if  my  own  aceom- 
modation  had  been  left  pretty  much  out  of  view  altogether  whea  these 
arrangements  were  made. 

Rob  having  now  arrived,  could  only  give  me  to  understand  that  one 
and  aU  of  these  good  folk  had  assured  him  they  were  to  have  a  passage 
across  to  Rathlin,  and  that  bo  soon  as  the  "  gintleman  bimsilP  eame^ 
it  would  be  '<  all  right"  unfortunately,  however,  it  was  ''all  wrong,**  aad 
on  making  them  aware  of  the  fact,  a  perfect  babel  of  entreaties^  r^non- 
strances,  and  I  am  ashamed  for  the  credit  of  *'  Ould  Ireland^*  to  say, 
ihreais  arose  :— all  however  of  no  use; — ^why  the  boat^s  gunwale  would 
swim  within  an  inch  or  two  of  the  water  under  such  a  load  !— -the  thing 
was  preposterous  ; — so  to  work  we  went  with  the  calf,  and  soon  unship- 
ped him,  which  at  once  relieved  us  of  the  freize  coat  and  its  occupant  in 
the  stem,  he  being  the  owner  of  the  ^^  bovine  specimen'': — the  two  pas- 
sengers, however,  who  had  ensconced  themselves  forward  were  apt  so 
easily  got  rid  of;  one  of  them  was  civil  enough  at  first,  and  explained 
that  hearing  we  were  bound  for  Islay,  he  was  most  anxious  for  a  passage; 
the  other  was  taking  his  neioe  (the  cloak,  hood,  and  coral  lips  in  die 
stem)  back  to  Rathlin,  where  she  would  lose  her  place  unless  we  gave 
.  them  a  passage. 

This  latter,  together  with  the  cloak,  hood,  and  coral  lips,  I  had  made 
op  my  mind  to  try  and  accommodate,  and  was  about  to  signify  as  moeh, 
when  the  two  men  in  the  bow  on  being  desired  by  my  men  to  go  ashore 
became  so  outrageously  insolent,  and  shewed  such  unoiistakeable  symp- 
toms of  fight,  under  the  influence  of  *<  a  drop  o'  the  eratur^  which  they 
had  evidently  been  imbibing,  that  I  changed  my  mind,  and  communi- 
cated to  these  self-installed  passengers  my  decisiim  on  the  matter  ia  IIm 
fc^lowing  words  :— 

**  I  give  you  your  choice  of  two  things,  either  you  step  quietly  on 
shore,  or  be  tipped  overboard  as  soon  as  we  shove  off— -and  so  help  pe, 
one  or  other  shall  be  done  !''-*•'<  Shove  off."  <. 

I  then  jumped  on  board  the  boat,  whieh  at  the  raomeat  was  all  bat 
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apMt  hj  Uie  two  fefractory  indmdiials  hanog  rimiiltaneoualj  made  their 
efaoiee,  and  stepping  together  on  the  gunwale  of  the  receding  hoat  f  prang 
ariiore,  (t.e.)  one  ashore  and  the  other  in  the  water  I— '<  senre  him  right" 
WIS  oar  Terdtct,  as  we  shoved  off,  glad  to  he  clear  of  a  somewhat  nnmly 
mob  eolleeted  to  see  the  fun. 

But  how  abont  ^the  cloak"  with  its  fair  contents  I — ^there  it  was,  sitting 
as  quietly  as  if  nothing  had  happened  !  so  now  for  a  peep  under  the 
hood,  which  peep  being  highly  satisfactory,  and  a  glance  from  the  *'sloes" 
seeming  to  indicate  her  perfect  willingness  to  stay  where  she  was  ;  I 
ihooted  to  the  ejected  uncle  on  the  shore  and  said  that,  the  young 
woman  was  going  to  take  her  passage  with  us,  and  that  if  he  had  been 
sober,  he  should  have  been  allowed  to  come  himself:  on  which  a  remark- 
ably pretty  round  arm  appeared  from  under  the  cloak,  waived  adieu  to 
tfie  friends  ashore,  and  away  we  palled,  the  wind  being  right  ahead. 

Now  to  look  back  on  such  a  fool-hardy  start  as  this-— a  wild  channel 
of  some  twenty  or  thirty  miles  to  cross  !  in  a  two-oared  boat,  with  the 
wind  right  ahead,  makes  it  somewhat  difficult  to  understand  how  ht 
one  who  does  such  things  can  be  in  their  right  senses  I«-but  away  we 
went,  the  wind  rising,  and  the  sea  too ;  so  that  by  the  time  we  got  near 
to  the  Island  of  Rathlin,  it  became  quite  evident  that  to  continue  our 
voyage  that  day  was  out  of  the  question  ; — and  well  it  was  we  made  up 
oar  minds  to  stay  at  Rathlin,  for  it  turned  out  to  be  only  the  beginning 
of  a  gale  that  ksted  for  two  days,  and  in  which  had  we  been  caught  at 
sea,  as  we  certainly  should  have  been  had  we  proceeded,  the  readers  of 
RunitM  Magazine  would  at  any  rate  have  been  spared  the  infliction  of 
"  Blue  Jacket's  Reminiscences.'' 

Bat  having  resolved  to  stay  at  Rathlin,  which  resolution  was  easy 
enough  to  arrive  at,  from  being  absolutely  forced  on  us  ;  it  wasn't  just 
so  easy  for  us  to  land  safely,  for  the  sea  had  risen  so  much  in  the  short 
space  of  an  hour  or  two,  that  we  ran  the  risk  of  having  our  boat  stove 
in  on  the  beach,  which  was  none  of  the  smoothest  either,  while  over  and 
ever  again  we  were  half  full  of  water,  which  the  "cloak"  and  myself  had 
to  keep  constantly  baling  out :— then  it  rained  in  torrents,  so  that  we 
had  not  a  dry  stitch  on  our  backs;— of  course  I  can't  vouch  for  the  fact 
as  regards  the  'Hsloak,  hood  and  contents,'^  but  for  myself  I  can ;  and  what 
was  worse  I  hadn't  a  dry  stitch  to  put  on,  when  we  did  get  ashore. 

At  length  af^  contriving  to  keep  afloat,  we  run  our  boat  high  and 
dry  on  a  little  patch  of  beach  on  the  south-east  side  of  the  island,  jump- 
ing out  of  her  all  hands,  and  having  lifted  the  "cloak"  carefully  on  shore, 
the  men  and  myself  turned  to  and  secured  our  boat  beyond  the  reach 
of  ike  tide. 

MO.  4.— vox..  VII.  Q 
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Ah!  what  intense  pleasure  it  is,  after  such  a  buffettiog  and  drenching 
as  we  had,  to  find  one^s  self  on  terra-firma,  but  above  all,  when  that  same 
land  is  a  ''  terra-incognito,''  for  such  waa  Rathlin  to  us  ;  though  it  did 
not  remain  so  for  long,  as  in  a  very  short  time  I  soon  had  rambled  over 
the  whole  island,  not  however,  before  having  paid  a  visit  to  the  "  Inn** 
and  given  orders  as  to  the  requisite  domestic  arrangements  for  our 
storm-stay  on  the  island.  While  giving  these  instructions  at  the  Inn  I 
was  strongly  urged  to  present  myself  at  the  **  big-house"  or  residence 
of  the  Proprietor  of  Rathlin — where  they  informed  me  I  should  meet 
with  a  hearty  welcome; — ^but  I  preferred  the  humble  quarters  afforded 
at  the  hostelry,  and  begged  that  no  intimation  of  our  arrival  should  be 
conveyed  to  the  Island  Mansion. 

After  my  ramble,  which  served  the  purpose  of  drying  the  drenched 
clothes  on  my  back,  (the  sun  having  now  come  out,  although  the  wind 
was  increased  to  a  gale,)  I  ensconced  myself  beside  a  fire  in  "  the  room'* 
at  the  Inn,  which  room  by  the  way  served  in  the  double  capacity  of 
dining  and  bedroom, — ^and  there  impatiently  waited  the  arrival  of  dinner 
for  which  as  yet  there  seemed  no  attempt  at  preparations  ; — ^that  they 
were  underway,  however,  there  could  be  no  doubt^  from  the  fact  of  a 
great  deal  of  stir  being  observable,  at  all  events  in  the  way  of  noisy 
voices,  which  at  length  approached  the  door  of  my  room — evidently  a 
dispute  was  going  on  of  some  kind  or  other,  and  the  high  key  in  which 
the  contending  voices  were  pitched,  indicated  the  discussion  to  be  of  the 
feminine  order  :^- 

''  What  business  have  you  to  come  here  ?  go  long  wid  ye— 4ure  I 
don*t  want  yer  atall  atall." 

"  Futh  then  and  its  come  I  will,  for  ye  know  nothing  about  attindin 
to  quality — so  lave  me  go  in; — ^and  ye  knows  yer  missis  tould  me  I 
might ; — ^ye  wont  I— well  then 

And  bang  open  flew  the  door,  the  last  speaker  bouncing  in  sideways^ 
with  one  end  of  the  tablecloth  in  her  hands,  the  other  being  held  by 
some  one  else  outside,  who  however  soon  let  go,  and  the  first  entered 
nuuden  was  left  in  undisputed  possession,  when  she  quietly  shut  the  door 
and  proceeded  to  lay  the  table. 

But  judge  of  my  surprise, — I  need  not  of  course  say  my  agreeable 
surprise, — at  finding  in  the  attendant  maiden  no  other  than  my  late  fair 
diipmate  I  she  of  the  coral  lips  and  sloe  bkusk  eyes  I  the  cloak  full  of 
charms  which  I  had  brought  over  with  me  from  Ballycastle  I  and  didn't 
she  look  pretty,  now  that  she  had  come  out  of  her  "crysalis"  form  from 
under  the  black  cloak  and  hood,  and  seemed  more  like  a  fairy  in  disguise! 
tho'  truth  to  tell  I  much  prefer  the  latter — that  b  the  disguise,  for  while 
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I  know  nothing  of  fturies,  I  must  confess  a  partialitj  to— well— to 
woman!  and  such  a  one  !  Mignonne,  lovely  complexion,  coral  lips,  big 
iloe  black  glancing  ejes,  plump  round  arms,  and  waist  80-*but  the  less 
we  say  about  it,  perhaps  the  better!  Strange  inconsistent  man  1  who  with 
all  thy  boasted  superiority  and  wisdom,  art  after  all  but  a  puppet  in  the 
bands  of  that  sex  whom  thou  wouldst  place  so  far  beneath  thy  lofty 
intellect.  And  stranger  still  art  thou  inconstant  woman,  who  new  can 
see,  or  seeing  make  such  bungling  use  of  thine  all  powerful  influence 
o'er  Creation's  Liords! 

fiat  what  has  all  this  to  do  with  the  cloak  and  coral  lipfl  of  my  fairy 
in  disguise?  Nothing,  except  to  shew  that  the  humblest  of  the  fair  sex 
if  she  but  exercised  her  power  aright  is  more  powerful  whether  for  good 
or  evil  than  her  would-be  Lord  and  Master  ! 

Having  delivered  myself  of  this  sage  doctrine  then,  I  must  hasten  to 
assure  my  readers  that  the  only  extent  to  which  this  maiden  fair  exer* 
cised  her  influence  on  the  storm-stayed  youth  of  years  gone  by,  was  to 
make  him  gpratefiil  for  her  kind  attention  to  his  comforts  in  an  outlandish 
place,  and  so  prettily  too,  as  1  had  not  a  shadow  of  expectation  that 
I  should  again  see  her  when  we  parted  on  the  beach — ^but  as  she 
told  me,  with  the  consent  of  the  landlady  of  the  inn,  as  well  as  of  her 
own  mistress,  she  had  come  down  to  see  my  wants  attended  to  in  better 
fitthion  than  they  would  otherwise  have  been — et  voila  tout 

In  two  more  day%,  the  g^le  having  broken  its  back,  we  slipped  away 
from  Rathlin  in  our  frail  bark  and  reached  Islay  in  safety,  little  dreaming 
dien,  that  our  cruise  should  one  day  fill  a  chapter  in  these  ^'  Yachting 
Reminiscences.'' 

And  right  pleasant  for  us  it  was,  to  witness  the  joy  and  congratula- 
tions on  our  safe  return,  as  we  had  been  quite  given  up  for  lost  in  the 
last  two  days'  gale  ; — to  one  kind  friend  this  thoug^ht  had  caused  much 
uneasiness,  and  so  completely  had  he  given  up  all  hope  of  our  safety, 
that  just  as  we  appeared  he  was  on  the  eve  of  communicating  the  sad 
intelligence  to  my  family  ; — this  friend  who  commanded  a  large  revenue 
cruiser,  had  seen  us  setting  out  on  our  expedition  after  leaving  the  fleet 
of  fishing  boats,  as  we  passed  close  to  him,  and  in  reply  to  his  friendly 
hail  to  come  on  board  I  had  excused  myself  on  the  ground  that  we  wertt 
bound  for  Ireland;  he  never  for  a  moment  supposed  us  to  be  in  earnest! 
and  expected  soon  to  see  me  back  alongside  of  them  from  what  he 
supposed  to  be  some  fishing  expedition  : — next  day  however,  and  the 
two  succeeding  days,  it  blew  so  heavily,  and  there  being  no  accounts  of 
us  anywhere,  we  were  fairly  given  up  by  our  kind  and  anxious  friends. 

Thus  ended  my  first  youthful  ciuise  to  the  dear  old  Emerald  Isle  ;  and 
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though  I  hare  made  many  nnoe  in  craft  more  adequate  to  the  pnrpesa 
than  my  impromptu  dinghy  of  those  thoughtless  days;  still  "  fond  me- 
mory" clings  with  pleasure  to  that  reckless  cruise,  and  '*  assodationa" 
connected  with  it  spring  up  unbidden  to  glad  the  heart  that  bvea  to 

dwell  upon 

•* departed  joys 

Departed  nerer  to  return.** 


ON  THE  LOSS  OF  SHIPS  AT  SEA,* 


BT  MB.  SAZTBR. 

Thxrs  is,  perhaps,  no  part  of  sdence  that  has  greater  claims  to  our 
consideration,  or  one  that,  has  within  the  last  few  years  made  greater 
progress  in  its  development,  than  naval  architecture.  The  improved 
numner  of  building  vessels,  the  size  of  the  ships  themselves,  and  the 
speed  attained,  would  be  as  gratifying  to  the  pride  as  ihey  are  benefidal 
to  the  nation,  had  we  not  yearly  to  regret  so  large  a  sacrifice  of  life  and 
property.  The  convenience  of  transit,  the  amount  of  cargo,  and  the 
rapidity  at  which  it  is  conveyed,  equals  the  most  sanguine  expectation. 
Then  why  not  safety?  whence  this  frightful  loss  of  ships,  and  why  thia 
insecurity^about  them?  Has  science  been  exhausted  in  the  vain  endea- 
vour to  produce  a  ship  that  is  seaworthy?  or  has  it  been  misapplied? 
Are  our  ships  as  seaworthy  as  they  can  be?  or  does^  the  proteetian  of 
assurance  make  shipowners  indifferent  to  their  fate? 

These  are  inquiries  which  of  late  have  attracted  a  considerable  amount 
of  public  attention,  and  to  which,  before  I  have  concluded  these  remarks, 
I  hope  to  give  a  satisfactory  reply. 

By  the  Merchant  Shipping  Bill  of  1854,  a  system  of  admeasurement 
was  defined,  which  shows  with  considerable  accuracy  the  amount  of 
cargo  a  ship  will  hold,  be  the  form  of  the  ship  what  it  may ;  and  the 
tonnage  so  determined  is  the  registered  tonnage  of  all  merchant  ships, 
by  which  its  light  and  other  dues  are  regulated. 

But  the  capabilities  of  a  ship  to  convey  this  cargo  safely  through  the 
sea  is  a  very  different  matter,  and  is  in  no  way  defined  by  the  present 
system  of  tonnage  admeasurement. 

The  object,  then,  of  these  remarks  is  to  show,  that  the  capabilities  of 
a  ship  can  be  defined  as  readily,  and  accurately,  as  her  register  tonnage; 

*  As  published  in  the  Report  of  the  Shipping  Registration  Committee  to  the 
British  Association,  ISSf. 
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and  to  tbe  mbsexiM  of  foch  defiutioD  ii  to  be  attribotad  the  almoet  deily 
low  of  ebips  at  sea. 

To  demonstrate  this»  however,  it  will  be  necessary  to  eiamine  the 
diffnrent  powers  of  a  ship,  vis.,  floatiDg  capacity,  buoyancy,  and  stability 
or  motiye  power,  and  to  define  their  respectiTe  and  relative  influeoce^'as 
on  the  pn^r  adjustment  of  these  powers  the  safety  or  nnsafety  of  a  ship 
depends.  Bat  before  I  do  so,  I  will  first  refer  to  a  statement  in  the 
Shipping  and  Mercantile  GazeUe  of  January  last,  which  shows  the  eir- 
eunstanoes  attending  the  loss  of  a  ship  at  seas 

<<  The  total  loss,  by  shipwreck,  of  that  fine  vessel,  the  Black  Watch, 
the  property  of  Messrs.  Andrew  Steward  and  Co.,  of  Greenock,  and 
lately  launched  at  Picton,  is  thus  described  in  a  letter  from  her  com^ 
mander.  Captain  W.  H.  Menaies :— ^At  5  o'clock  it  came  on  to  snow. 
Cape  North  dutant  about  16  miles.  I  steered  north-east  to  gain  as 
much  offing  as  possible.  At  6  p.m.,  the  wind  burst  on  us  in  a  per- 
fect tempest  I  had  to  close-reef  the  sails,  the  ship  lay  over  so  much. 
About  a  quarter  to  seven  I  wore  ship,  fearing  I  could  not  weather 
the  Cape^  and  stood  back  into  the  Gulf  again,  the  wind  and  sea  increas* 
isg  rapidly.  Between  9  and  10  p.ro.,  the  ship  was  lurching  to  lee- 
ward heavily,  and  lying  over  very  much.  Shortly  afterwards  I  saw 
the  laud  to  leeward;  tried  to  wear  ship,  but  she  would  not  answer  her 
helm;  let  go  the  main  and  miaen  t(^-sail  sheets;  she  paid  ofFa  little, 
but  then  hung  again,  I  saw  that  inevitable  destruction  was  before  me, 
and  before  we  could  clear  the  anchor,  the  ship  struck  heavily  on  the 
rocks." 

I  have  not  quoted  this  as  an  extraordinary  case,  but  unfortunately  a 
very  oommon  one,  which  happens  ahnost  daily.  The  ship  was  not  uo- 
sqinl  to  her  position  in  consequence  of  her  age.  She  is  described  as  a 
fiae  new  vessel  embracing  all  the  improvements  of  the  time,  and  yet  it 
if  evident  that  her  stability,  or  motive  power,  was  unequal  to  her  float- 
ing capacity. 

If  a  vessel  is  becalmed  in  a  strong  current,  she  can  have  no  motive 
power;  her  sails  are  useless,  and  being  unable  to  resist  its  influence,  she 
must  driflb  with  the  tide.  But  when  a  ship  make  leeway  in  a  storm,  it 
nasi  be  for  want  of  stability,  as  the  wind  on  such  occasions  must  act  with 
equal  force  upon  the  sails  as  upon  the  sea,  and  if  she  hss  stability  equal 
to  her  size  and  weight,  she  will  be  able  to  mamtun  her  position,  or  even 
to  n«i»V4*  head  against  the  sea,  but  if  not,  she  must  drift  to  leeward,  and 
had  being  near,  her  fate  is  inevitable. 

I  do  not  presume  that  a  greater  amount  of  stability  can  be  given  to  a 
ihip  of  the  same  length  and  breadth  than  is  given  to  vessels  built  at  the 
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present  dayi  of  which  the  Black  Watch  ib,  I  presume,  a  fiiir  speciinen. 
But  supposing  the  Black  Watch  to  have  been  one-third  less  in  depth  than 
she  actiuklly  was;  her  stability  or  motive  power  would  have  been  the 
same;  her  burthen  one^third  less;  consequently,  the  chance  of  safety  so 
much  the  more  in  her  (avour. 

A  certain  amount  of  steam  power  could,  with  safety,  propel  a  iressel 
of  two  hundred  tons  burthen,  but  if  placed  in  a  ship  of  three  hundred 
tons,  it  would  then  be  unequal  to  the  task.  It  must  be  the  same  with  a 
ship  propelled  by  sails.  Within  any  given  length  and  breadth,  a  certain 
amount  of  stability  is  obtained,  and  whether  the  depth  of  the  ship  be 
such,  that  her  burthen  will  be  one  or  two  or  even  three  hundred  tons, 
her  powers  of  locomotion  still  remain  the  same.  8uch  being  the  case  it 
cannot  be  a  matter  of  uncertainty  under  which  circumstances  she  will  be 
the  most  seaworthy. 

To  demonstrate  this  matter,  I  made  a  model,  in  form  as  near  as  pos- 
sible the  same  as  a  ship  then  building  in  the  Royal  Harwich  Ship  Yard, 
Harwich.  I  placed  it  in  the  water,  and  weighted  it  down  as  a  deep- 
loaded  ship,  and  it  had  a  certain  amount  of  stability.  I  then  took 
away  two-thirds  from  the  depth  of  the  model,  and  placed  it  in  the  water 
without  any  but  its  own  weight,  and  the  stability  remained  just  the 
same  as  before. 

We  have  then,  in  this  simple  illustration,  indisputable  evidence,  that 
the  floating  capacity  of  a  ship  bears  no  relationship  to  its  stability  or 
motive  power. 

And  this  at  once  shows  the  impossibility  of  ascertaining  the  cspabilittea 
of  a  ship  by  measuring,  either  its  external  surface  or  its  internal  space. 

If  you  lessen  the  depth  of  a  ship  by  one-third,  her  space  for  cargo  will, 
of  course,  be  smaller,  and  although  she  will  be  just  so  much  the  less  re- 
gister tonnage,  still  as  she  will  carry  the  same  canvas,  and  need  the 
same  number  of  hands,  her  expenses  will  be  the  same  as  before,  but  her 
cargo  being  reduced  she  will  be  considered  too  small  to  pay.  And  it 
will  be  asked,  what  is  the  advantage  gained?  Why  this,  that  though 
you  have  reduced  the  burthen  or  tonnage  of  the  ship,  you  have  retained 
its  motive  power,  and  consequently  its  greater  chance  of  safety. 

Now,  suppose  we  have  two  ships  of  exactly  the  same  proportions  in 
every  part  except  that  the  depth  of  one  shall  be,  say,  half  its  beam,  and 
the  other  three-fourths,  just  consider  their  respetive  merits. 

The  burthen  of  one  will  be  a  third  more  than  the  other,  but  as  their 
motive  power  will  be  equal,  the  smaller  ship  will  have  the  greater  speed, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  be  much  easier  in  a  rolling  sea.  One,  in  fact, 
will  be  seaworthy,  and  the  other  not  seaworthy — one  will  almost  bid  de- 


ON  THE  LOSS  OF   SHIPS  AT   SEA.  115 

6anoe  to  tlie  raging  storm,  but  the  other  will  be  comparatirely  helpless, 
and  her  only  ohanoe  of  safety  in  a  storm  will  be  her  distance  from  the 
land. 

If,  then,  the  safety  of  a  ship  be— as  it  undoubtedly  ought  to  be  a 
fint  eonsidenition,  the  one  only  half  its  beam  in  depth  will  be  the  most 
dsarable;  but  we  find  .that  is  not  the  one  that  is  accepted.  On  the  con- 
trary, that  ship  which  takes  the  largest  cargo  in  proportion  to  its  motive 
power,  is  deemed  the  most  denrable. 

Are  we  then«  to  suppose  that  it  is  a  matter  of  choice  with  shipowners, 
as  to  whether  they  will  ha?e  a  ship  that  is  seaworthy  or  unseaworthy? 
It  is  eyidently  not  a  matter  of  necessity.  A  ship  can  be  seaworthy  if 
they  wish  to  have  her  so,  and,  I  presume,  it  cannot  be  said  that  our 
ships  are  as  seaworthy  as  can  be  desired.  It  is  stated  in  the  Shipping 
and  Mercantile  Gazette^  that  no  less  than  1,779  ships  were  totally 
wrecked  during  the  year  1855. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  protection  afforded  by  assurance  makes  the 
owner  indifferent  as  to  the  loss  of  his  ships  at  sea.  But  the  amount  of 
capital  employed  in  building  a  ship,  the  care  and  anxiety  in  preparing 
her  fit  for  sea,  the  remuneration  that  may  reasonably  be  expected  on  her 
return  from  a  distant  voyage,  make  it  impossible  for  its  owner  to  have 
any  other  than  the  greatest  solicitude  for  its  safety. 

It  cannot,  therefore,  be  a  matter  of  choice,  and  as  it  is  not  a  matter 
of  necessity,  it  must  then  be  for  want  of  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  capa- 
bilities of  the  ship. 

It  has  been  found  by  experience  that  to  increase  the  depth  of  a  ship 
is  to  increase  her  burthen,  without  adding  to  her  working  expenses* 
And  it  is  a  matter  of  competition  with  builders  to  produce  what  is  con- 
ndered  the  best  ship,  that  is,  the  ship  which  can  take  the  largest  cargo 
at  the  least  expense.  But,  in  so  doing  they  have  deceived  themselves, 
have  carried  the  matter  too  far,  and  have  lost  sight  of  the  principle  upon 
which  the  safety  of  the  ship  depends.  They  have  obtained  speed  by 
improYing  the  lines,  and  lengthening  the  body  of  the  ship,  but  they 
have  onljr  ensured  economy  by  the  sacrifice  of  its  rital  powers. 

It  has  been  said  that  shipowners  know  best  how  to  manage  their 
own  affairs^  and  that  we  have  no  right  to  interfere.  But  Government 
has  not  always  thought  so.  It  was  belieyed  that  ships  had  been  lost 
from  being  sent  to  sea  with  an  inefficient  crew,  and  Crovemment  at  once 
decided  that  a  ship  should  not  go  to  sea  without  a  certain  number  of 
able  seamen.  If  then,  it  can  be  shown  that  ships  are  mostly  lost  in  con- 
sequence of  their  being  sent  to  sea  with  too  much  cargo,>  surely  it  can- 
not be  beyond  its  prorince  to  limit  the  amount  of  cargo  a  ship  should 
be  allowed  to  carry. 
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Is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  sacrifice  of  life  from  shipwreck  is 
a  matter  of  indifference  to  our  Government;  on  the  contrary,  Gk>yeni- 
ment  has  shown  its  solicitude  for  the  preservation  of  human  life,  hj  the 
different  laws  that  have  been  enacted  for  this  end;  and,  if  measores  have 
not  been  taken  to  limit  the  amount  of  cargo  a  ship  should  be  allowed  to 
take  to  sen,  it  is  evidently  because  no  satisfactory*  means  have  yet  been 
devised  that  would  eoable  Government  to  do  so. 

The  question  then  is,  can  any  means  be  devised  by  which  a  ahip'e 
capabilities  may  be  known?  I  answer  that  there  can;  the  most  decisive 
and  satis&ctory,  and,  at  the  same  time  most  simple. 

By  ascertaining  the  horizontal  sectional  area  of  the  ship,  at  her  deep 
draught  line,  (which  is  nearly  the  same  as  the  deck,)  we  get  the  exaet 
representative  of  ihe  power  of  the  ship  upon  which  her  safety  depends. 
There  is  a  system  called  old,  or  builder's  measurement,  which  takes  no 
cognisance  of  the  depth  or  burthen  of  the  ship,  but' shows  with  consider- 
able accuracy  the  extent  of  that  part  of  the  ship  in  which  its  power  is 
concentrated,  and  this  is  the  very  thing  that  is  required'—ft  definite 
means  of  ascertaining  the  actual  power  of  the  ship,  independent  of  its 
floating  capacity).  It  also  reduces  this  power  into  tonnage,  according 
to  a  given  standard,  not,  as  I  before  observed,  as  to  what  a  ship  will 
hold,  but  what  she  has  power  to  take  to  sea  with  safety.  And,  if  a  ship 
be  made  to  hold  no  larger  amount  of  cargo  than  is  represented  by  its 
O.M.,  its  motive  power  will  then  be  equal  to  its  floating  capacity,  and 
it  will  never  be  otherwise  than  in  a  state  fit  for  sea,  be  its  cargo  what  it 
may. 

I  will  now  endeavour  to  illustrate  by  showing,  in  a  few  instances, 
what  has  been  done  by  ships  of  different  construction. 

I  will  first  notice  that  fine  large  clipper  ship,  the  Lightning,  which  I 
believe,  stands  as  high  in  the  commercial  world  as  any  ship  afloat.  It 
was  said  of  this  Aip  that,  in  her  first  voyage  from  America  to  thie 
country  she  accomplished  the  distance  in  thirteen  days.  '<  In  fine 
weather^  she  was  sud  to  be  *^  equal  to  all  that  was  required  of  her,  but 
in  bad  weather  she  laboured  heavily^  and  although  her  bulwarks  were 
seven  feet  high  she  shipped  large  quantities  of  water."  It  is  not  stated 
if  she  made  leeway,  but  when  a  ship  labours  so  heavily,  shipping  \arg% 
quantities  of  water,  it  is  highly  probable  that  she  does  so.  According 
to  this  statement,  however,  not  only  her  stability  bat  also  her  powers  of 
buoyancy  were  very  defident;  and  here  I  would  observe  that  buoyancy 
and  floating  capacity  are  not  exactly  the  same.  A  ship  may  have  float- 
ing capacity  quite  equal  to  its  weight,  but  at  the  same  time  be  very 
deficient  in  buoyancy,  and  tUa  distinction  ought  to  be  well  understood* 

If,  for  instance,  we  take  a  rafl  of  timber,  say  10  feet  by  4,  and  2  m- 


ON  THE  L088  OF   SHIPS  AT  SEA.  1 17 

ehes  thick,  and  by  weighting  it  caiue  it  to  be  Terticallj  immened  in  a 
moderately  rough  sea,  with  ita  thin  edge  uppermost,  we  shall  find  its 
baoyancy  is  almost  nilf  the  sea  breaks  over  it,  it  has  little  or  no  ten- 
dency to  rise  with  the  waves.  If  the  raft  be  placed  flat  upon  the  water 
its  buoyancy  soon  becomes  evident^  for  it  rises  quickly  and  easUy  to 
e?ery  wave* 

The  form  then  of  the  least  buoyancy  in  a  rough  sea,  is  that  possessing 
the  greatest  depth,  (such  for  instance  as  our  large  steamers),  and  'the 
form  of  the  greatest  buoyancy  b  that  having  the  greatest  horizontal  sec- 
tional area  at  or  above  the  water  line. 

The  register  tonnage  of  the  Lightning  was  sud  to  be  2,000  tons,  but 
.  her  actual  burthen  in  all  probability  was  near  3,000  tons  ;  and  had  her 
tonnage  by  Q.M.  been  equal  to  her  actual  burthen,  she  would  not  then 
have  labouraid  so  heavily,  or  "  shipped  such  large  quantities  of  water.^ 

If  therefore  the  Lightmng  can  be  said  to  be  but  barely  seaworthy, 
what  can  be  said  of  that  ill-fated  and  unfortunate  ship  the  Tayleur. 
I  mention  her  in  particular,  because,  from  the  very  able  report  of  Capt. 
Walker,  we  get  every  particular  concerning  her,*-her  actual  dimensions, 
length,  breadth,  tonnage,  and  all  the  ciroumstanoes  connected  with  her 
unfortanate  career. 

Captain  Walker  says,  ^  in  my  opinion  she  was  as  fine  a  vessel  as  ever 
went  to  sea.**  In  the  lUmtraied  London  New  of  November,  1843, 
there  was  given  all  the  particulars  as  to  the  manner  of  her  construction. 
VHth  respect  to  her  formation  it  was  there  stated,  **  that  it  was  all  that 
could  be  wished  for  a  vessel  built  to  combine  sailing  qualities,  with  large 
space  for  accommodation  of  passengers  ;  she  is  slightly  hollow  in  her 
entrance,  and  sharp  astern,  with  an  ample  floor,  which  will  enable  her 
to  carry  a  large  spread  of  canvas.  There  is  thus  every  certainty  that 
she  will  prove  at  once  a  fast  sailer,  and  a  safe  and  comfortable  vessel.** 

Whether  such  were  the  ideas  of  the  builder  as  to  what  a  ship  should 
be,  to  combine  speed  and  safety,  I  can  only  conjecture,  but  had  such 
been  his  ideas,  he  could  not  have  carried  them  out  more  effectually  than 
he  did  in  the  formation  of  the  Tayleur;  and  in  my  opinion,  a  more  fatal 
nustake  was  never  made  in  the  formation  of  a  ship  than  was  made  in 
that  of  the  Tayleur.  The  very  means  thus  provided  to  ensure  her  safety^ 
were  the  cause  of  her  destruction.  The  builder  was  evidently  under  the 
impression  that  the  power  of  a  ship  to  carry  sail  b  derived  from  her 
,  bottom,  and  this  impression,  no  doubt,  induced  him  to  make  her  floors 
very  fiat.  But  such  is  not  the  case.  On  the  contrary,  we  have  it  de- 
monstrated by  evidence,  that  the  power  o^  the  ship  to  carry  sail  is  cen* 
tered  in  her  upper  part.     The  deck  and  not  the  bottom  of  the  ship  is  an 

»0.  4.— VOL,  VII.  » 


118  hunt's  taghtino  magazine. 

index  of  its  power.  Consequently,  tKe  larger  the  bottom  in  proportion 
to  the  deckf  the  less  motive  power,  in  proportion  to  its  tonnage,  the 
ship  will  have. 

By  O.M.  (which  indicates  the  motive  power  of  the  ship)  the  Tayleur 
was  1,640  tons,  but  her  supposed  actual  tonnage  was  3,500  tons,  just 
double  her  tonnage  by  O.M,  She  had  on  board  at  the  time  of  sailing 
2,166  tons  of  cargo,  besides  accommodation  for  470  passengers. 

Her  register  tonnage  was  20'  tons  less  than  the  register  tonnage  of 
the  Lightning,  but  her  cargo  516  tons  more.  The  motive  power  of  the 
Lightning,  as  indicated  by  OM,  was  850  tons  more  than  that  of  the 
Tayleur,  but  her  cargo  516  tons  less.  If  the  motive  power  of  the  Tay- 
leur had  been  equal  to  900  tons  more  than  it  actually  was,  she  would 
only  then  have  been  in  a  position,  equal  to  that  of  the  Lightning,  which 
ship,  it  must  be  admitted,  was  barely  sea-worthy. 

The  Tayleur  appears  to  have  lefl  the  harbour  in  a  manner  highly 
satisfactory,  and,  whilst  the  weather  was  fine,  equal  to  all  that  was  re- 
quired of  her.  But  as  the  weather  became  unfavourable  and  her  powers 
put  to  the  test,  she  was  evidently  unequal  to  her  position.  Not  having 
motive  power  equal  to  her  immense  size  and  weight,  she  of  necesdty 
yielded  to  a  power  she  was  unable  to  resist,  and  had  she  not  drif^  upon 
Lambay  Island,  it  would  have  been  almost  impossible  for  her  to  have 
reached  her  destination  in  safety. 

I  will  now  produce  an  illustration  of  a  different  character.  The  ship 
to  which  I  now  wish  to  refer  is  a  schooner,  by  the  name  of  Margaret, 
which  now  sails  from  Liverpool,  to  which  port  I  believe,  she  now  belongs. 
Her  registered  tonnage  is  about  100  tons,  her  actual  tonnage  150  tons, 
and  her  motive  power  as  indicated  by  O.M.  250  tons,  or  nearly  double 
her  actual  tonnage.  Her  motive  power  then  in  proportion  to  her  actual 
tonnage,  is  as  three  to  one  greater  than  that  of  the  Tayleur.  Had  the 
motive  power  of  the  Tayleur  been  equal  to  6,000  tons,  instead  of  1,600 
it  would  then  have  been  only  equal  to  that  of  the  Margaret. 

Now,  what  are  the  relative  characters  of  these  two  vessels  at  sea.  The 
Tayleur  as  we  have  seen,  was  comparatively  helpless,  drifting  at  the 
mercy  of  the  wind  and  the  waves.  Let  us  no  w  turn  our  attention  to 
the  Margaret.  The  novelty  in  the  formation  of  the  Margaret  attracted 
my  attention,  and  as  it  was  calculated  to  illustrate  an  idea  which  had 
long  occupied  my  attention,  I  took  some  trouble  to  ascertiun  her  real 
character  as  a  sea-boat.  As  the  vessel  is  still  in  being,  the  truth  of  what 
I  have  now  to  state  can  be  readily  ascertained. 

The  first  captain  who  sailed  in  her  makes  this  statement.  He  saya, 
''I  have  had  frequent  opportunities  of  testing  the  various  qualities  of 
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the  Margaret  which  have  been  most  completely  and  satisfactorily  deve- 
loped, and  I  unhesitatingly  pronounce  her  to  be  the  fastest  and  most 
powerful  sea-boat  afloat.  I  have  made  a  point  of  sailing  against  vessels 
of  every  rig  and  size,  from  the  cutter  to  the  frigate,  both  in  a  fresh  breeze 
aod  in  a  gale,  but  never  came  in  competition  with  any  vessel  that  could 
fail  near  so  fast." 

She  was  subsequently  to  this,  commanded  by  another  master,  who* 
in  a  letter  to  the  owner,  says,  **  In  a  gale,  lying-to,  she  is  excellent,  and 
a  lee-shore  is  not  to  be  regarded  ;  she  has  never,  blow  high  or  \nw,  been 
allowed  even  half  a  point  lee-way  ;  as  soon  as  her  canvas  is  full  her 
cooi-se  is  a  straight  line." 

I  have  had  many  opportunities  of  testing  the  correctness  of  the  above 
statement.  I  had  the  evidence  of  several  of  the  men  who  at  different 
Itmes  had  sailed  in  her,  but  when  I  spoke  to  them  of  the  Margaret,  they 
were  then  sailing  in  other  vessels,  and  could  have  no  interest  in  saying 
what  was  untrue  of  her.  In  reply  to  my  enquiries,  they  assured  me 
that  every  word  of  the  captain's  statement  was  true,  and  it  was  their 
conviction  that  '*  no  other  ship  afloat  could  go  through  a  storm  with  so 
much  ease  as  the  Margaret.  The  sea  appeared  to  have  comparatively 
DO  power  over  her." 

We  haye,  then,  in  the  Margaret,  an  evident  proof  that  a  ship  can  be 
sea-worthy,  that  is,  can  be  equal  to  its  position  under  any  circumstances. 
It  also  proves  that  it  is  entirely  a  matter  of  stability  or  motive  power, 
as  to  whether  a  ship  is  unseaworthy  or  not. 

The  Tayleur  of  course  was  considered  to  take  a  large  cargo.  Not  in 
proportion  to  the  materials  used  in  building  her,  no!  but  in  proportion 
to  her  spars  and  canvas,  or  in  other  words  in  proportion  to  her  motive 
power.  On  the  contrary  the  Margaret  is  said  to  take  but  a  small  cargo, 
simply  because  she  had  so  large  an  amount  of  stability  or  motive  power 
in  proportion  to  her  actual  tonnage. 

With  the  actual  power  of  a  ship  clearly  defined,  it  becomes  a  very  easy 
matter  to  construct  a  ship  suited  to  any  purpose  that  may  be  required. 
If  speed  be  the  desired  object,  you  must  have  motive  power  in  propor- 
tion. If  cargo  and  economy  be  required,  then  a  less  amount  of  stability 
will  suffice.  But  there  is  a  limit  beyond  which  you  cannot  go  without 
endangering  the  safety  of  the  ship,  and  I  have  here  shown  how  that 
point  of  limitation  can  with  certainty  be  known. 

What  is  the  Margaret  in  size,  as  compared  to  the  Tayleur — a  mere 
boat.  Her  actual  burthen  only  150  tons.  Her  ordinary  speed  with  the 
wind  free  16  miles  an  hour,  close  to  the  wind  from  10  to  II.  The 
sffitual  burthen  of  the  Tayleur  was  3,500,  and  had  her  motive  power,  as 
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indicated  bj  O.M.^  been  equal  to  that  amount,  she  would  haye  surpassed 
in  speed  any  steam-ship  now  afloat,  and  bid  defiance  to  the  most  raging 
storm. 

Presuming  that  Goyemment  should  deem  the  matter  deserving  atten- 
tion, and,  to  complete  the  registration  of  a  ship,  limit  the  amount  of 
cargo  a  ship  should  take  to  sea  as  defined  by  O.M.,  would  our  ships  then 
be  seaworthy?  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  some  of  them  would  barely 
be  so,  for,  the  motive  power  of  a  ship  being  centered  in  its  upper  party 
the  further  out  of  the  water  the  less  motive  power  a  ship  will  have. 

Suppose  the  Tayleur  to  have  been  subjected  to  these  regulations,  and 
that  O.M.  had  determined  the  amount  of  dead  weight  she  took  to  sea, 
her  cargo  then  would  have  been  800  tons  less  than  it  actually  was;  con- 
sequently, her  motive  power  would  have  been  lessened,  but  not  in  pro- 
portion to  the  weight;  and  though,  however,  her  chances  oi  safety gwould 
have  been  so  much  the  greater,  yet  in  my  opinion,  she  would  not  have 
been  fit  for  sea.  Because,  if  the  stability  of  a  ship^be  not  equal  to  its 
floating  capacity,  (as  was  the  case  with  the  Tayleur,)  it  is  impossible 
for  that  ship  under  any  circumstances  to  be  seaworthy. 

It  was  stated  in  the  Morning  Herald  of  April,  1852,  that  the  horse 
transport  ship  Alipol,  made  23  miles  lee-way  on  one  tack  in  the  channel, 
although  she  was  said  to  have  taken  in  a  large  quantity  of  dead  weight 
as  ballast  before  receiving  her  cargo  of  horses.  If  a  ship  under  such 
circumstances,  can  make  no  better  sailing  than  this,  it  is  evident  that 
her  stability  is  unequal  to  her  floating  capacity,  and  there  is  scarcely 
any  trim  in  which  such  a  ship  can  be  considered  sea- worthy. 

The  depth  of  a  ship  is  but  of  little  consequence  if  her  floors  are  not 
flat,  but  when  the  bottom  b  as  wide  as  the  upper  part,  the  depth  of  the 
ship  then  becomes  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance. 

A  ship  to  be  seaworthy  must  come  to  her  full  bearings  with  a  weight 
equal  to  her  tonnage  by  O.M.,  and  she  will  then  have  buoyancy  and 
motive  power  equal  to  her  size  and  weight. 

It  may  be  thought  that  to  restrict  the  cargo  of  a  ship  to  the 'tonnage 
as  indicated  by  O.M.,  would  be  to  place  shipowners  at  a  disadvantage 
in  their  competition  with  other  nations,  and  with  some  of  our  present 
ships,  to  a  certain  extend  indeed,  it  might  do  so.  Hitherto  one  principle 
object  of  competition  has  been  cargo.  The  ship  that  will  take  the 
largest  cargo,  in  proportion  to  its  motive  power,  is  considered  the  most 
desirable;  and  the  extent  to  which  this  principle  has  been  carried  has 
produced  a  class  of  vessels  unfit  for  sea.  But  let  it  once  be  decided  that 
a  standard  of  limitation  as  to  cargo  shall  be  enforced,  and  there  will 
soon  be  a  class  of  ships  which  will  combine  speed,  economy,  and  safety. 
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equal  to  the  competition  with  ships  from  any  part  of  tlie  commercial 
world. 

The  adoption  of  a  system  of  admeasurement  to  show  the  capabilities 
of  ships,  would  in  no  way  interfere  with  the  internal  admeasurement 
DOW  in  use.  for  fiscal  purposes,  but,  taken  in  connection  with  it,  com- 
plete the  registration,  by  informing  us,  not  only  what  a  ship  would  hold, 
but  what  she  has  power  to  take  to  sea  with  safety. 

I  have  said  but  littie  as  to  the  buoyancy  of  a  ship.  It  is  evident  that 
the  same  form  which  gives  buoyancy  also  gives  stability;  such  being 
the  case  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  provide  the  one  to  ensure  the  other. 

If  a  ship  has  sufficient  breadth,  in  proportion  to  its  depth,  to  give  it 
stability  adequate  to  its  floating  capacity,  it  will  be  sure  to  have  buoy- 
ancy equal  to  its  weight. 

By  the  dally  reports  in  the  Shipping  and  Mercantile  Gazeitv,  of  this 
distress  and  disasters  of  ships  at  sea,  it  is  evident  that  there  is  scarcely 
one  ship  in  ten  that  has  either  buoyancy  or  stiibility  equal  to  its  burthen. 
Most  of  the  ships  labour  heavily  as  soon  as  the  weather  becomes  nn- 
fiivorable,  the  sea  constanUy  breaks  over  them,  and  they  drift  almost  at 
the  mercy  of  the  current  If  preserved  from  destruction  by  their  dis- 
tsnoe  from  the  land,  they  are  still  obliged  to  seek  refuge  in  the  nearest 
port,  in  a  dilapidated  and  almost  helpless  state.  And  how  many  ships 
founder  at  sea  through  sheer  inability  to  sustain  themselves  against  the 
rolling  of  the  waves. 

In  the  Shipping  and  Mercantile  Gazette  we  read  that  "  the  iron 
ship  Swarthmoor,  1,381  tons  register,  on  her  voyage  from  Melbourne  to 
London,  in  June  last  (her  cargo  consisting  of  gold,  wool,  and  passengers), 
on  the  26  th,  encountered  a  heavy  gale,  accompanied  by  a  heavy  beam 
sea,  which  made  the  ship  labour  and  strain  dreadfully.  On  the  28th 
ihe  gale  increased,  and  the  ship  lay  in  the  trough  of  the  sea,  lurching 
and  etrdining  fearfuUy^  and  dipping  the  port  quarter-boAt  in  the  water 
at  every  successive  roll.^' 

The  ship  continued  her  voyage  with  a  succession  of  disasters,  all 
originating  from  the  same  cause,  viz,,  her  stability  not  being  equal  to 
ber  floating  capacity.  She  ultimately  reached  England,  but  fiot  until 
she  had  incurred  expenses  for  repairs  equal  to  almost  half  her  value. 

There  is  the  Leviathan,  the  majestic  proportions  of  which  surpass 
tnyihing  yei  atislined.  If  her  stability  bc  equal  to  her  floating  capacity, 
ber  sise  will  ensure  her  safety — ^the  sea  can  have  but  little  influence 
over  her.  Buit  I  venture  to  say  Uiat  it  will  not,  and  if  lefl  to  her  own 
powers  of  locomotion,  she  will  be  as  helpless  aii  was  the  Tayleur.  By 
the  aid,  however,  of  her  enormous  steam  power>  there  can  be  no  doiibt 
of^r  capability  to  contend  against  the  sea. 
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Presuming  that  we  are  satisfied  as  to  the  form  which,  in  propordon 
to  its  floating  capacity,  has  the  greatest  motive  power,  we  ought  also  to 
be  satisfied  that  we  have  the  form  over  which  the  sea  has  the  least  con- 
troL  For  if  two  forms  are  equal  iu  their  motive  power,  hut  the  sea  has 
great  influence  over  one  and  but  little  over  the  other,  their  position  at 
sea  will  be  very  different.  What  must  be  the  influence,  for  instance,  of 
a  heavy  sea  upon  a  ship  with  deep  flat  sides  (which  in  a  ship  of  the 
dimensions  of  the  Tayleur  could  be  little  less  than  3,000  superficial 
square  feet^)  when  compared  with  the  same  sea  striking  a  ship  with  con- 
vex sides. 

If  I  can  give  no  direct  evidence  to  demonstrate  this  matter,  there  are 
circumstances  with  which  we  are  all  more  or  less  familiar,  that  would 
lead  us  to  suppose  the  difference  is  very  great.  The  blade  of  an  oar, 
for  example,  if  placed  at  right  angles  with  the  water,  meets  with  a  great 
resistance,  but,  if  altered  in  the  least  from  a  right  angle^  that  resistance 
is  at  once  destroyed.  This  will  lead  us  to  the  supposition  that,  the 
greater  the  angle  of  the  side  of  the  ship,  the  less  influence  the  sea  will 
have  upon  it.  If  this  supposition  be  correct,  then  the  form  over  which 
the  sea  has  the  least  influence  is  also  the  one  which,  in  proportion  to  its 
floating  capacity,  has  the  greatest  motive  power. 

It  was  stated  in  the  Shipping  and  Mercantile  Gazette  of  February 
1856,  that  the  Erin-go-Bragh  of  Cork,  from  Callao,  put  into  Killybegs 
on  the  11th  of  February,  1856,  with  much  damage  to  hull,  sails  and 
spars,  having  been  obliged  to  cut  away  the  mizen-mast  to  get  the  ship 
before  the  wind ;  she  had  been  struck  by  a  heavy  sea,  which  hove  her 
on  her  beamends.  On  being  surveyed  she  was  found  to  be  muck 
strained." 

Again  three  days  later, — <<the  schooner  Friendship,  of  Sunderland, 
about  12h  p.m.  it  blowing  a  heary  gale,  was  struck  by  a  tremendous  sea. 
She  had  been  labouring  heavily  before,  and,  as  she  was  now  evidently 
on  the  point  of  foundering,  was  abandoned/' 

Again,  on  the  22nd,  *<the  ship  Elizabeth,  Wilthew  Park,  of  Lynn, 
(laden  with  wheat),  was  struck  by  a  heavy  sea  and  thrown  on  her  beam 
ends — ^her  pumps  got  choked  and  the  ship  fell  to  leeward.  Made  every 
exertion  to  get  back  to  Queeustown,  but  failed,  and  had  to  run  for  the 
nearest  harbour  in  a  disabled  state.'' 

Here  we  see  the  immense  power  the  sea  has  over  a  ship  with  perpen- 
dicular sides.  It  is  almost  impossible  for  such  a  ship  not  to  be  driven 
to  leeward.  On  a  ship  with  convex  sides  the  sea  can  have  but  little 
influence,  and  it  can  never  be  thrown  on  its  beamends,  as  was  the 
£rin-go-Bragh,  kc 
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From  what  I  have  already  stated,  it  is  evident  that  the  form  which 
has  the  least  depth  in  proportion  to  its  hreadth,  has  the  most  huojancy 
sod  stability  in  proportion  to  its  floating  capacity  ;  and  we  have  also 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  form  which  has  the  least  perpendicular  depth 
of  side,  in  proportion  to  its  width,  b  the  one  over  which  the  sea  has  the 
least  influence  to  drive  it  to  leeward.  There  is  yet  another  considera- 
tion, of  no  less  importance,  viz :  which  of  the  two  before  mentioned 
forms  will  require  the  greatest  amount  of  motive  power  to  propel  it 
through  the  water  at  a  given  speed,  presuming  that  both  ships  are  of 
the  same  length  and  floating  capacity. 

I  cannot  demonstrate  this  on  paper  :  in  illustration  however— suppose 
we  have  a  plank  of  timber,  say  8  feet  long,  6  inches  wide,  and  3  deep. 
If  the  plank  be  immersed  in  the  water,  with  its  widest  surface  uppermost, 
will  it  require  a  greater  force  to  propel  it  through  the  water  at  a  given 
speed  than  if  it  had  been  immersed  with  its  thin  edge  uppermost  ?  The 
sapposition  b,  that  it  will  not,  for,  in  both  instances,  the  surface  of 
resistance  will  be  the  same.  Then  why  will  it  be  so  with  the  before- 
men^oned  forms  ?  One  has  the  greatest  breadth,  and  the  other  the 
greatest  depth,  but  in  every  other  particular  they  are  the  same. 

Now  in  the  case  of  two  ships  of  exactly  the  same  length  and  floating 
capacity,  what  may  we  reasonably  conclude  will  be  their  respective  merits 
when  heavily  laden  at  sea.  Their  cargo,  spars,  and  canvas  shall  in  every 
respect  be  the  same  ;  their  expenses  will  then  be  equal.  In  fine  weather, 
when  all  the  sails  will  be  required,  their  speed  will  be  equal  ;  but  as  the 
wind  increases  and  agitates  the  sea,  the  powers  of  the  vessels  will  then 
be  put  to  the  trial.  The  ship  with  the  least  beam,  and  perpendicular 
sides,  having  less  stability  than  the  other  vessel,  will  of  necessity  be 
obliged  to  reef  her  sails  ;  the  force  of  the  sea  upon  her  hull  will  cause 
her  to  drif^  to  leeward,  and  her  stability  not  being  equal  to  her  floating 
capacity,  she  will  labour  heavily  from  the  rolling  of  the  sea  ;  her  weight 
bring  more  than  equal  to  her  buoyancy,  heavy  seas  will  break  over  her, 
and  in  sight  of  a  lee-shore,  she  will  be  in  imminent  danger. 

The  ship,  on  the  contrary,  with  the  greatest  beam,  and  convex  sides, 
having  stability  equal  to  her  burthen,  will  the  better  support  herself 
against  the  rolling  of  the  sea.  Her  buoyancy  being  equal  to  her  weight, 
but  little  water  can  reach  her  decks,  and  the  form  of  her  sides  being  such 
that  the  sea  can  have  little  power  to  drive  her  too  leeward,  she  will  make 
good  her  course  with  safety  and  ease,  leaving  her  unfortunate  companion 
perhaps  stranded  upon  a  lee  shore,  or  if  by  chance  able  to  weather  the 
land,  lef^  many  miles  astern  of  her  competitor,  who  heedless  of  the 
raging  storm,  pursues  her  onward  voyage,  until  in  safety  she  reaches 
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her  destined  port.  And  with  ships  such  as  this^  we  need  uot  fear  the 
competition  with  ships  from  any  part  ot  the  commercial  world,  be  the 
restriction  on  tonnage  what  it  may. 

In  the  foregoing  remarks,  I  trust ,  that  I  have  satisfactorily  demon- 
strated the  cause  why  ships  are  so  frequently  disabled  at  sea,  and  very 
often  lost  I  submit  that  if  the  capabilities  of  ships,  as  defined  by  old 
.  ineasurement,  formed  part,  of  their  official  registration,  and  their  cargoes 
were  limited  to  the  amount  of  tonnage  thus  defined,  that  that  cause 
would  be  effectually  destroyed,  and  that  safety  and  economy  would  be 
the  inentable  result 
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We  were  yery  poor  together,  Mary — 

A  wee  small  flock  was  mine ; 
Two  cows  alone  was  all  my  dairy, 

In  happy  days  laog  syne. 
At  morn,  I  was  so  happy  then, 

To  tread  the  mount  and  moor  ; 
At  eve,  to  clasp,  thee  once  again, 

When  we  were  very  poor. 

Oft  the  castle  on  the  hill  was  glowing, 

With  many  a  window  bright; 
And  many  a  crystal  cup  was  flowing, 

With  ruby  wine  by  night. 
But  on  the  heath  our  little  cor. 

Sat  hidden,  dark  and  damp ; 
But  I  was  happy  with  my  lot, 

Fos  Mary  was  my  lamp. 

I  have  gained  the  golden  gear  and  sorrow ; 

Pve  a  world  of  wealth  and  woe; 
But  no  eye  awaits  me  on  the  morrow. 

Like  the  one  I  used  to  know. 
Oh!  give  me  back  my  wee  wife. 

My  small  flock  on  the  moor, 
For  joy  has  lefl  me  lone  in  life, 

Since  we  were  very  poor. 
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BYRON  AT  8EA. 

BfB.  Editoil — On  readi^  the  enclosed  passage  from  '<  Reooliections 
of  the  last  days  of  Shelley  and  Byron,  by  £.  J.  Trelawney^,  it  came  so 
home  to  my  conscience  that  I  cannot  help  sending  it  to  you,  in  the  idea 
that  some  of  my  fellow  yachtsmen,  when  the  subject  is  thus  -brought 
before  their  eyes,  may  feel  the  same  secret  compunctions,  and  make  the 
same  inward  resolutions  of  endearouring  to  bear  and  forbear  with  the 
little  infirmities,  which  most  of  us  so  readily  see  in  our  shipmates,  after 
a  fow  days  close  companionship  in  the  narrow  bounds  of  a  yacht»  and 
which  of  coarse  we  have  our  share  of  onrselyes,  though  that  is  a  matter 
m  which  we  are  not  by  any  means  so  equally  sensitiTe. 

HoweTer,  I  moat  not  sermonize^  **  ft  nod  is  as  good  af  a  wink  to  ft 
Und  horac     marine/'    Here  it  is:— 

''  Yon  neyer  know  a  man's  temper  nntil  you  have  been  imprisoned  in 
a  ship  with  him,  or  a  woman  until  you  have  married  her.  Few  friend- 
ships can  withstand  the  ordeal  by  water;  when  a  yacht  from  England, 
with  a  pair  of  these  tlins  tried  friends  touches,  say  at  Malta  or  Gibraltar, 
you  may  be  sore  that  she  will  depart  with  one  only.  I  never  was  on 
shipboard  with  a  better  companion  tlian  Byron;  he  was  generally  cheer- 
fol,  gave  no  trouble,  assumed  no  authority,  uttered  no  complaints,  and 
did  not  interfere  with  the  working  of  the  ship;  when  appealed  to,  he 
always  answered  '  Do  as  you  like/ 

"  Every  day  at  noon,  he  and  I  jumped  overboard  in  defiance  of  sharks 
or  weather ;  it  was  the  only  exercise  he  had,  for  he  could  not  walk  the 
deek.  His  fiivourite  toys — pistols  were  not  forgotten  ;  empty  bottles 
tad  live  poultry  served  as  targets  ;  a  fowl,  duck,  or  goose,  was  put  into 
a  basket,  the  head  and  neck  only  visible,   hoisted  to  the  yard-arm  and 

we  rarely  had  two  shots  at  the  same  bird.** 

H.  F.  R. 


DEATH  OF  JOSEPH  REYNOLDS,  ESQ. 
With  regret  we  record  the  death  of  this  gentleman,  which  took  place 
on  the  16th  instant  He  was  well  known  in  all  yachting  circles  as  a 
it&oDch  supporter;  and  as  a  yacht  owner  he  was  kind  to  all  employed 
sader  him.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  R.Y.S.,  and  there 
are  bat  six  hia  senior.  We  can  speak  truthfully  of  him  as  a  patron, 
frequently  calling  on  oa,  and  expressing  his  anxiety  for  the  welfare 
of  our  yachting  works. 

HO.  4. — VOL.  VII.  ® 
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NORWAY,  AND  THE  WAY  TO  IT.* 

CHAPTER  in. 

•*  *  To  Norroway,  to  Norroway, 
To  Norroway  ower  the  feem 
The  king's  dauchtcr  to  Norroway 
It's  we  maun  tak  her  hame.' 

**  They  moantod  sad  on  Mononday  mora 
Wf  a*  the  haste  they  may. 
And  they  landed  in  Norroway 
Upon  the  Wodensday." 

I  HAVE  chosen  as  the  poetical  heading  to  my  third  chapter  a  couple  of 
stranzas  from  the  picturesque  and  pathetic  ballad  of  Sir  Patrick  Spans, 
said  to  be  the  oldest  specimen  of  the  Scottish  muse  extant.  At  all  eyents 
whether  it  can  boast  such  high  antiquity  or  not,  it  is  the  first  aocoant 
of  a  Yacht  voyage  to  Norway  of  which  we  have  any  record,  and  therefore 
appropriate  to  my  present  theme.  That  it  was  a  yacht,  and  a  Royal 
Yacht  too,  that  the  gallant  Sir  Patrick  commanded,  may  be  safely 
concluded  from  the  words  of  the  opening  verse 

"  The  king  sits  in  Dunfermline  tonn, 
Drinking  the  blade  red  wine: 
<  O  where  will  I  get  a  skeilly  skipper 
To  sail  this  ship  o'  mine?  '  " 

Apparently  there  were  no  Honorable  Captain  Denman  in  those  days, 
ready  at  all  seasons  to  obey  His  Majesty's  behest  and  take  Royal 
brides  across  the  North  Sea  in  £ftir  weather  or  foul.  How  many  yachts- 
men can  cordially   sympathise   with  King   Alexander  in  his  earnest 

enquiry? 

^O  where  will  I  get  a  skeilly  skipper, 
To  sail  this  ship  of  mine?" 
His  Majesty  apparently  experienced  less  difficulty  than  is  often  found 

now-a-days 

**  Then  up  and  spak  an  eldren  knicht, 

Sat  at  the  king's  richt  knee, 
*  Sir  Patrick  Spens  is  the  best  sailor. 
That  sails  upon  the  Sea.'  " 

As  the  voyage  was  to  be  undertaken  in  the  winter  season,  when 
sailing  was  not  much  relished  by  our  inaquatic  fore-fathers.  Sir  Patrick, 
considered  the  appointment  rather  a  left-handed  compliment 
Continued  from  p.  69. 
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«'The  flnt  line  that  Sir  Patrick  read, 
A  loud  lauch  lauclut  he; 
The  lecond  line  that  Sir  Patrick  read, 
The  tear  blinded  his  ee.** 

He  was  howeyer  too  good  a  subject  and  too  bra?e  a  knight  to  refuM 
oonipliance  with  his  King's  wishes,  he  accordingly  took  comuiand  of  the 
Royal  Yacht,  whose  name  unfortunately  has  not  been  handed  down  to 
D8,  or  it  might  ha?e  afforded  a  pleasing  variety  to  these  interminable 
Petrels,  Phantoms,  and  Waterwitches  which  at  present  deform  the  pages 
of  oar  Editor's  Universal  List,  Sir  Patrick  afler  a  wonderfully  short 
▼oyage  lands  the  Princess  Margaret  safely  in  Norway.  In  those  days 
Boyal  lovers  had  not  the  politeness  to  come  <<  across  the  faem"  for  their 
brides,  like  the  gallant  Prince  Frederick  William,  who  so  lately  faced  all 
the  miseries  of  the  mal  de  mer  in  search  of  a  British  bride. 

How  the  Norwegians  treated  the  ^*  skipper"  and  his  crew  when  they 
reached  their  destination  we  may  afterwards  allude  to,  when  ei^plainlng 
how  we  ourselves  fared  at  their  hands. 

Awoke  early  on  the  morning  of  Thursday,  I6th  of  July,  by  the  <<click 
dick^  of  the  windlass  on  heaving  the  cable  short.  On  going  on  deck  found 
the  boat  had  gone  on  shore  for  our  new  hand,  whose  place  of  abode  was 
right  abreast  of  the  yacht's  anchorage.  It  was  blowing  a  fresh  breese 
from  the  S.W.,  and  looked  like  both  more  wind  and  rain,  but  the  aspect 
of  the  weather  was  not  such  as  I  thought  ought  to  prevent  our  starting. 
While  pacing  the  deck  in  solitary  majesty,  I  was  not  a  little  dbgusted 
to  find  the  cutter  drifting  rapidly  athwart  the  hawse  of  a  Dutch  fisher- 
man, lying  a  short  way  astern  of  us.  Our  anchor  had  been  hove  too 
shorty  and  started  under  the  influence  of  the  increasing  breeze.  Before 
I  had  time  to  summon  assistance,  the  Dutchman's  jib-boom  was  between 
our  lifts,  but  as  the  water  was  smooth,  no  harm  was  done,  and  with  a  little 
trouble  we  got  the  anchor  up,  and  a  line  fast  to  the  stem  of  our  foreign 
friend,  which  hung  us  until  our  boat  returned,  and  we  were  ready  to  get 
underway.  The  Dutch  crew  numbering  some  twelve  or  fifteen  stout 
fellows  in  petticoat  trowsers  and  wooden  shoes,  were  all  civility,  and 
ready  to  aid  us  in  every  way  in  their  power. 

These  Dutch  herring  busses  come  down  to  the  Shetland  Islands  in 
great  numbers  every  summer.  They  are  very  odd  looking  vessels, 
generally  from  50  to  80  tons  burthen,  rigged  with  one  huge  lug  sail  on 
the  main-mast,  and  a  very  tiny  shoulder  of  mutton  on  their  small  mizen. 
This  latter  sail  is  generally  set  when  at  anchor  to  keep  their  great  bluff 
bows  to  the  wind.  They  have  a  tremendous  long  bowsprit,  with  jib- 
booms,  and  flying  jib-booms  innumerable,  and  no  end  of  jibs.     They 
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are  rouDd  at  both  ends,  and  have  a  sheer  like  a  new  moon,  and  being 
very  strongly  built  they  are  capital  sea-boats  and  keep  dodging  about 
in  all  weathers.  They  carry  no  boat,  but  are  dependent  on  the  polite 
attentions  of  the  denizens  of  the  ports  they  call  at  for  means  of  commu- 
nication with  the  shore.  Their  fish  are  cured  on  board,  and  what  they 
cannot  cure  the  day  they  are  caught  they  throw  away,  so  their  herrings 
are  always  sure  of  the  best  price  in  the  market 

Shortly  after  8  a.m.,  our  boat  returned  with  our  new  hand,  and  in 
half  an  hour  more  we  were  passing  the  Avenger,  still  at  anchor  in 
Lerwick  harbour,  and  making  for  the  open  sea  by  the  north  entrance 
of  Bressay  Sound.  This  is  a  much  more  intricate  passage  than  the  south 
entrance,  and  should  not  be  attempted  without  a  pilot,  or  at  all  events 
a  very  careful  study  of  the  Admiralty  chart.  Near  the  mouth  of  the 
Sound  lies  the  dangerous  rock  known  as  the  '*  Unicom,"  from  the  name 
of  the  vessel  commanded  by  Kirkaldy  of  Qrange,  who  managed  to  strike 
on  it  when  in  full  pursuit  of  Bothwell  aftier  his  shameful  flight  from 
Dunbar.  In  consequence  of  this  catastrophe,  the  fugitive  Duke  escaped 
to  Norway,  where  he  ended  a  career  of  crime  by  a  tedious  and  at  length 
fatal  captivity  in  the  fortress  of  Malmo. 

At  lOh.  a.m.,  we  took  our  departure  from  Noss  Head,  or  Hang  Cliff 
as  it  is  called  by  English  sailors;  the  most  remarkable  headland  in  Scot- 
land, or  probably  in  Britain.  It  is  nearly  900  feet  high,  and  is  so 
precipitous  that  the  top  actually  overhangs  the  base.  I  know  not  a  more 
severe  test  of  steadiness  of  nerve,  than  to  crawl  to  the  brink  and  look 
down  to  the  mighty  ocean  heaving  and  surging  at  its  foot.  Our  course 
by  compass  was  S.E.,  and  by  E.  |  E.,  which  should  have  taken  us  right 
across  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kors  Fiord  in  lat  60**  8',  the  same  as  that 
of  Noss  Head.  Outside  the  islands  we  found  a  steady  breeze  from  S.  W., 
with  some  sea,  but  nothing  to  inconvenience  us.  We  started  with  a 
reef  in  the  mainsail,  and  this  we  carried  across  with  us.  When  clear 
of  the  land  we  struck  our  topmast  At  6h.  p.m.  the  wind  hauled  more 
aft,  and  we  set  our  square-sail.  At  half- past  nine  we  hauled  in  the 
Patent  Log,  and  found  we  had  run  73  miles  from  Noss  Head.  Night 
promising  well,  and  glass  rising. 

The  breeze  from  the  westward  continued  all  night,  sometimes  lulling 
a  little,  and  sometimes  freshening.  At  half-past  nine  on  the  morning 
of  Friday  the  17th,  we  had  run  135  miles  from  Noss  Head.  About 
half-^past  eleven  just  as  I  was  preparing  the  sextant  fbr  a  squint  at 
Master  Phoebus,  the  look-out  ahead  sung  out  **  land  on  the  lee  bow.** 
On  taking  the  sun  we  were  much  surprised  to  find  ourselves  a  long 
way  to  the  south   of  where,  we  ought  to  have  been,  considering  the 
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we  wefe  stoerinf?.     This  must  hare  been  ratialy  owing  to  a 
eonvut  setting  as  broadside  on  to  the  southward.      I  was  aware  that 
die  emTent  in  the  North  Sea  is  generally  to  the  south,  but  I  thought 
the  eontanuanee  of  southerly  winds  for  some  time  previously  would  have 
eoonteracted  this  in  a  great  degree.     I  would  not  swear  that  careless 
steering  had  not  something  to  do  with  our  position.     The  land  had  by 
tibts  time  shewn  itself  to  be  an  island  with  two  Lighthouses,  and  on 
looking  at  the  chart  and  comparing  the  latitude  we  had  got,  I  had  no 
difficulty  in  pronouncing  it  to  be  the  Island  of  Ddsire,   which  lies  some 
10  or  12  miles  off  the  coast  of  Norway,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Bdmmel 
Fiord,  the  most  direct  route  to  the  Hardanger  Fiord.    We  were  all  very 
weQ  pleased  to  tind  ourselves  where  we  were,  as  it  saved  the  necessity 
of  first  proceeding  north  to  Bergen,  and  then  returning  south  to  the 
Hardanger.     The  only  difficulty  was  how  to  get  on  without  an  Inter- 
preter, for  no  one  knew  any  Norsk,  and  we  had  not  even  a  dictionary 
of  that  language  on  board,  as  we  intended  to  have  got  an  Interpreter 
at  Bergen.     Language  or  no  language  we  resolved  to  see  the  far-famed 
Hardanger  now  we  were  so  near  it,  and  trusting  to  Providence,  and  the 
probability  of  the  pilots  speaking  a  little  English,  we  boldly  stood  on 
for  the  land,  wiih  a  union  jack  at  our  mast-head.     On  approaching  the 
Island,  we  saw  some  very  ugly  out-lying  rocks  on  the  south  side,  and 
we  did  not  care  to  run  too  close  without  a  pilot     Before  long*  however, 
we  detected  several  boats  coming  off,  little  frail  low  things  often  invisible 
in  the  heavy  swell.     We  were  close  abreast  of  the  rocks,  on  which  the 
Ma  was  breaking,  in  a  most  formidable  manner,  before  the  first  boat 
reached  us,  and  we  had  barely  room  to  round  to,  as  he  dipped  his  lug- 
ssii  and  ran  alongside.     A  tall  stalwart  dirty  looking  Norwegian  stepped 
on  board,  and  asked  if  we  wished  to  be  taken  to  Bergen,  at  least  so  I 
gathered  from  his  frequent  use  of  the  word  Bergen,   for  our  hopes  of 
English  were  destined  in  this  case  at  least  to  be  lamentably  disappointed. 
Not  a  word  of  it  could  this  our  first  pilot  either  speak  or  comprehend, 
snd  this  I  much  wondered  at  considering  how  many  English  vessels 
must  pass  Udsire  on  their  way  to  the  North.     Few  of  them,  however, 
probably  take  pilots  until  nearer  Bergen.     With  some  difficulty  I  ex- 
plained to  him  that  we  wished  to  go  up  the  Hardanger  Fiord  first 
before  going  to  Bergen.    He  seemed  to  disclaim  his  being  a  pilot  for  the 
**Harraunger  Fiords"  as  he  called  it,  but  intimated  that  he  would  take  us 
where  we  could  get  one.     8o  dismissing  his  boat,  we  confided  ourselves 
to  his  guidance  in  the  mean  thne.     He  would  not  take  the  tiller  himself 
and  showed  great  uneasiness  till  the  Jack  was  lowered  from  the  mast- 
head, as  several  other  boats  were  seen  leaving  the  island.     When  the 
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flag  was  down,  the  next  thing  he  wanted  was  "  schnapps,"  which  was 
administered  to  him  in  the  shape  of  a  glass  of  whisky,  which  he  seemed 
much  to  relish.  He  made  us  steer  a  course  between  the  two  islands  of 
Udsire  and  Roerar,  and  from  thence  right  up  the  Btfmmel  Fiord  to 
Mosterhaveni  which  we  reached  about  eight  in  the  evening.  Between 
this  place  and  another  little  port  called  Bethelems  Haven  we  hove  to, 
with  the  signal  for  a  pilot  flying  in  hopes  of  one  coming  off;  but  nobody 
taking  any  notice,  our  pilot  hailed  a  boat  with  two  women  Ashing  near 
us.  They  came  alongside,  and  two  very  favourable  specimens  of  Nor- 
wegian damsels  they  were,  indeed  about  the  most  comely  we  saw  in. 
the  country.  In  their  boat  our  pilot  went  ashore,  but  returned  in 
about  half  an  hour  with  an  old  man,  whose  days  of  pilotage  must  hare 
been  pretty  well  over,  as  he  pleaded  guilty  to  75.  This  old  gentle- 
man's stock  of  English  consisted  of  two  words:  ''Bout  ship,"  and  with 
these  he  endeavoured  to  explain  to  us  that  he  was  an  excellent  pilot  for 
the  *<Harraunger  Fiordd,"  the  ''Moraunger  Fiords,"  and  the ''Canal  or 
Leed"  to  Bergen.  This  was  just  what  we  wanted,  so  we  discharged  the 
other  rascal^  whose  demand  for  three  or  four  hours  work,  was  upwards  of 
£2,  and  I  had  to  pay  him  some  358.  before  I  could  get  rid  of  him. 
With  the  other  I  arranged  that  he  should  be  paid  what  our  Consul  in 
Bergen  thought  right,  so  as  to  have  no  squabbling  with  him  on  our 
arrival  there.  As  the  wind  was  very  light  and  ahead  all  night  we 
made  but  little  progress,  and  in  the  morning  were  not  quite  up  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Moranger  Fiord. 

Nearly  all  the  18th  we  were  occupied  in  getting  up  the  Moranger  to 
Bondhus,  famous  for  its  magnificent  glacier.  The  wind  was  so  light  we 
had  to  tow  a  considerable  part  of  the  way,  and  as  from  the  quantity  of 
fresh  water  falling  into  this  fiord  there  is  a  constant  current  running  oat» 
making  progress  was  no  easy  work.  The  rocks  on  the  port  hand  in  com- 
ing up  this  fiord  are  magnificent,  from  their  great  height,  and  they  had  a 
strange  appearance  which  they  owed  to  their  colour.  In  many  places  it 
seemed  as  if  some  great  manufactory  of  tar  had  been  established,  and  the 
cauldron  in  which  it  was  boiling  having  run  over,  the  streams  had  poured 
down  the  rocks  and  stained  them  black.  In  other  places  it  looked  more 
like  ink,  but  whether  tar  or  ink,  the  fact  that  these  Moranger  rocks  had 
received  plentiful  libations  of  some  dark  coloured  fluid  was  obvious  to 
all  on  board.  What  it  really  was  none  of  us  bad  the  smallest  suspicion. 
This  curious  appearance  I  saw  on  some  other  rocks  in  Norway,  but 
never  to  anything  like  the  same  extent.  On  our  way  up  we  landed  and 
examined  a  fine  waterfall  near  the  mouth  of  the  fiord. 

We  meant  to  have  anchored,  and  remained  all  night  at  Bondhus, 
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from  whence  some  of  our  party  were  to  have  visited  the  glacier.  But 
the'  it  may  aeem  ineredible,  the  fact  was  our  old  fool  of  a  pilot  did 
not  know  Bondhus;  declaring  there  was  ''Nein  anker  grand,"  opposite 
tlie  glacier  and  village  at  its  foot;  and  insisting  on  our  running  up  to 
tlie  opposite  head  of  the  fiord.  As  we  approached  this  with  a  fresh 
bireeae,  he  ordered  every  rag  of  sail  to  be  lowered,  and  instead  of  Heav- 
ing to  and  trying  the  soundings,  made  us  let  go  under  foot;  the  conse- 
quence was  60  fathom  of  chain  ran  out,  and  no  symptoms  of  bottom,, 
therefore  the  poor  little  cutter  was  left  to  drive  right  down  on  the  rooky 
ahoie.  A  boat  pulled  off  shouting  that  there  was  no  anchorage  there, 
and  that  the  only  place  we  could  anchor  was  at  Bondhus  on  the  other 
side.  All  the  expedition  in  making  sail  we  could  use  hardly  enabled  us 
to  get  the  cutter  under  command  before  she  touched  the  rocks,  still  the 
anchor  never  seemed  to  reach  the  bottom,  so  the  depth  of  the  fiord  must 
have  been  enormous.  In  consequence  of  this  absurd  blunder  I  lost  all 
confidence  in  our  old  pilot,  and  would  not  trust  him  to  try  another  an- 
chorage on  the  Moranger,  but  made  him  retrace  his  steps  with  all  speed 
to  the  Hardanger,  where  he  seemed  to  be  more  at  home. 

On  the  morning  of  Sunday,  the  19th,  we  were  well  up  the  Hardanger 
fiord,  sailing  through  magnificent  scenery.  Precipitous  mountains  com- 
ing dose  to  the  waters'  edge,  richly  clothed  with  pine  trees  from  the 
hase  to  the  summit,  and  far  behind  them  stretched  away  *^  for  many  a 
league,''  the  snowy  wastes  of  the  Hardanger  Fjeld. .  In  every  green 
spot  where  footing  could  be  found,  were  cradled  pretty  little  wooden 
dwellings  of  the  most  picturesque  forms,  and  the  gayest  colours;  and 
many  a  boat  full  of  well  to  do,  hardy  looking  Norwegians,  met  us  on  the 
way  to  their  respective  parish  churches.  Some  of  these  boats  had  as 
many  as  ten  rowers,  the  sexes  being  generally  pretty  equally  divided. 
The  day  was  lovely,  with  a  gentle  breeze  right  afb,  which  enabled  us  to 
earry  our  square-sail  up  to  Vik,  at  the  head  of  the  fiord,  which  we 
reached  about  two  o'clock;  all  regretting  that  our  charming  sail  had 
eome  to  a  dose  so  soon.  Our  old  pilot  was  quite  unhappy  until  we  had 
set  our  ensign,  as  he  seemed  to  consider  it  sacrilege  to  sail  on  Sunday 
without  it  We  brought  up  in  about  25  fathoms  water,  within  a  stone's 
east  of  a  small  wooden  jetty  opposite  the  inn,  which^  instead  of  the 
handsome  hotel  we  had  expected  to  find,  turned  out  to  be  a  miserable 
dialet,  with  the  roof  in  a  most  dilapidated  state.  We  took  the  precaution 
of  sending  a  warp  ashore  to  tfab  pier  head,  in  case  the  wind  should  come 
off  shore,  and  drive  us  spinning  into  the  middle  of  the  fiord  again.  The 
waat  of  good  anchorages  is  the  great  defect  of  these  fiords;  but  fbr  this, 
eroiaittg  on  them  would  be  the  perfection  of  yachting.    Such  anchorages 
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aa  are  to  be  found  are  yery  indifferent^  and  they  are  only  found  at  loogr 
intervals.  You  are  thus  compelled  to  carry  on«  blow  high  or  low,  dur- 
ing day  or  night,  in  dear  or  thick  weather. 

Ab  soon  as  the  cutter  was  safely  moored  we  went  ashore  in  hopes  oi 
finding  Service  in  the  wooden  church  we  saw  a  little  way  from  th« 
landing  place;  but  we  found  the  doors  closed, — as  Vik  is  not  the  resi- 
dence of  a  clergyman,  and  he  only  visits  it  occasionallj.  His  head 
quarters  being  at  Utn6,  a  long  way  down  the  fiord.  We  extended  our 
walk  about  a  couple  of  miles  along  the  banks  of  a  considerable  river 
until  we  reached  the  Lake  of  S»bo^  from  which  the  river  flows,  and  be- 
yond which  there  is  no  road;  all  further  progress  being  by  boat.  Oa 
our  return  we  called  at  the  Inn^  but  instead  of  the  smart  iotelligent 
landlord,  a  perfect  polyglot  of  languages,  whom  we  bad  somehow  pie- 
tured  to  ourselves  we  are  sure  to  find  here,  a  stupid  girl  speaking  nothing 
but  the  most  unmitigated  Norsk,  appeared  to  answer  our  anxious  enqui- 
ries for  horses,  guides,  &c.,  for  the  morrow,  when  we  proposed  an  expe- 
dition to  the  VOring  Foss.  Luckily  a  young  Oxonian  staying  in  the 
house,  who  knew  a  little,  and  but  a  little  more  Norwegian  than  ourselves, 
came  to  our  ud,  and  kindly  assisted  us  in  our  arrangements.  While 
these  negotiations  were  going  forward  I  demanded  the  visitors'  book, 
which  was  produced  very  unwillingly,  and  no  wonder,  as  the  remarks  it 
contained  were  anything  but  complimentary,  either  to  the  Inn  or  the 
BonifiBioe  who  kept  iU  One  wretched  individual  stated  in  a  most  legible 
hand,  that  his  unlucky  stars  had  twice  brought  him  there,  and  thai 
although  fortunate  yachtsmen  who  carried  their  houses  along  with  thera, 
might  pnuse  the  place  and  its  beauties,  he  himself  had  found  nothing 
but  bad  bread,  bad  butter,  bad  eggs,  bad  beer,  bad  beds,  bad  eveiything. 
These  abusive  epithets  he  had  been  at  the  trouble  to  translate  into  had 
Norsk  for  the  benefit  of  the  landlord  and  his  family.  I  found  compa- 
ratively fow  names  in  the  book,  and  of  these  a  large  proportion  were 
Britishers.  Among  them  the  signatures  of  Lord  and  Lady  Canning, 
the  present  <jiovemor^6eneral  of  India,  and  his  lady  were  conspicuous. 
Of  COUVB0,  as  bringing  a  yacht  with  them  they  were  bound  to  be 
pleased. 

I  don't  intend,  Mr.  Editor,  inflicting  ,on  your  readers  a  description  of 
our  next  day's  expedition  to  the  VOring  Foss, — I  abstain  from  doing 
this,  first,  because  it  has  recently  been  done  in  your  pages  by  your  ex- 
eellent  correspondent  A.  Y.  better  than  I  could  do  it ;  and  secondly^ 
because  I  connder  descriptions  of  scenery  generally  tiine  thrown  away. 
A  laboriously  minute  description  of  a  landscape  always  piits  me  in  mind 
of  the  man  described  by  the  Apostle,  who  after  looking  hard  at  himself 
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ia  a  giMSy  goes  his  way,  and  straight  fbigets  what  manaw  of  man  he 
was.  Nobody  ever  tfMognised  a  yaHey,  k  moontain  or  a  rirer,  or  least 
of  all  a  waterfall  from  reading  a  written  detail  of  its  pecaliarities.  All 
I  wiU  say  of  the  VlJring  Foas  la,  that  if  it  did  not  qaite  oome  np  to  my 
ynry  exalted  expectations,  ii  and  the  Falki  of  Temi  are  the  only  two 
€alar«ets  I  hare  seen,  that  e¥er  realisied  in  my  mind  what  a  grand 
wflterUi  shogld  be*  All  the  others  nearlyi  ioeliiding  every  one  of  any 
nmme  in  Europe,  I  consider  to  be  cheats,  delusions,  tod  snares,  with  fic^ 
titions  repnutions,  got  Up  by  the  Publiciabs  of  the  neighbottriug  districts 
to  entrap  nnwary  travellers.  Que  like  tliat  of  Lauterbruonew  has  tieigbt 
but  ao  water,  another  like  Schatfhausen  has  water  but  no  height.  Ba( 
these  Norwegian  and  Italian  Falls  have  both  height  and  water.  I  shall 
not  soon  Ibfget  the  eneigetic  efforts  in  pursuit  of  the  piotoresque  I 
ve^nired  to  make  to  enable  me  to  see  the  latter. 

It  is  now  sundry  years  ago^  that  happening  to  be  tnvelling  by 
wHtuHmf  between  Florence  and  Rome  I  arrived  late  at  TemL  It  was 
in  the  midst  of  winter,  snow  having  Mien  daring  the  previous  day.  Our 
padrone  insisted  on  starting  early  next  morning,  and  my  only  chance 
of  getdag  a  glimpse  of  the  **  resounding  Velino"  and  its  famous  cascade, 
was  to  rise  at  4h.  a.m.,  hire  a  carriage  and  drive  the  three  miles  required 
to  reach  the  Falls,  and  be  back  in  time  for  the  start  of  the  veUurino* 
My  travelling  companions  consisted  of  an  old  woman,  by  no  means  intel- 
leetaal;  a  specimen  of  that  great  military  curiosity  a  Papal  Soldier,  who 
had  amased  our  journey  hitherto  with  frightful  stories  of  Brigands,  of 
vhoflu  he  himself  notwithstanding  his  martial  appearance  seemed  in 
momentary  dread  of  encountering:— and  lastly  a  young  Roman  painter^ 
delighting  in  the  picturesque  designation  of  Pio  Pinto.  He  was  the  only 
hopeful  companion  of  the  three,  but  shame  upon  him,  he  refused  the  seat 
in  the  eaUcke  I  had  ordered,  and  preferred  his  bed  to  the  study  of  Nature 
under  such  unpleasant  circumstances.  Nothing  daunted  I  started  with  a 
pair  of  hones  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy  hail  storm,  the  moon  now  and  then 
partially  illumining  our  route.  I  reached  the  Falls  just  at  grey  dawn« 
and  even  at  that  hotir  was  esoorted  by  a  host  of  scowling  lo«)king  villains 
of  guides,  who  amid  their  constant  vociferations  of  ExceUenea,  I  strongly 
so^Mcted  of  plotting  robbery,  and  finally  murder,  by  pitching  me  into 
the  river.  Not  liking  my  companions  I  made  the  visit  all  the  shorter, 
and  got  back  to  Temi  in  time  to  partake  of  the  everlasting  omelet  one 
jpets  to  break&st  at  Italian  Inns.  I  have  never  heard  that  my  friend 
Pinto  has  made  a  figure  as  an  artist,  very  likely  he  missed  his  best 
ihanee  of  inspiration  by  hie  refusal  to  aooompany  oae  that  snowy  winter's 
wiroing  in  pursuit  of  the  psoturesqua. 

■o.  4. — VOL.  vn.  T 
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THE  ATLANTIC  TELEGRAPH. 

Thb  utmost  exertions  have  beeo  made  to  provide  for  a  second  attempt  Co 
open  the  electrical  communication  between  the  New  and  Old  Worlds,  and 
which,  we  hope,  will  be  successfully  carried  out.  The  machines  at  Glswae 
and  Elliott's  manufactory  have  been  working  incessantly  to  complete  400 
additional  miles  of  cable  ordered  before  last  Christmas,  and  jptended  to  re* 
place  the  384  miles  which  were  submerged  and  lost  last  autumn  off  Valentia. 
This  additional  length  has  now  been  completed.  It  is  of  precisely  the  same 
kind  of  cable  as  the  rest, — flexible,  strong,  small,  and  light ;  it  has  beea 
tested  and  retested  to  insure  its  perfect  insulation,  and  its  completeness  be- 
Dg  thus  definitely  ascertained,  the  last  miles  of  it  were  shipped  on  board  the 
Adonis  screw  steamer,  for  conveyance  to  Plymouth. 

In  the  dockyard  at  Keyham,  the  main  bulk  of  the  cable,  to  the  length  of 
2,200  miles,  has  been  stowed  away  in  gigantic  coils  during  the  winter,  and  a 
lull  staff  of  electricians,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Whitehouse,  have  been 
engaged  in  working  messages  throughout  its  entire  length,  and  generally 
proving  the  electrical  fitness  of  the  cable  to  the  fullest  extent.  The  result  of 
these  experiments,  has  been  in  the  highest  degree  satisfactory.  Most  of 
those  acquainted  with  the  first  efforts  which  were  made  to  send  messages 
through  the  entire  length  of  the  cable  know  that  the  retarding  influence,  cft 
whatever  other  name  electricians  maj  now  choose  to  call  it,  which  exists  in 
a  long  conductor,  exercised  a  most  serious  influence  upon  the  rapidity  with 
which  it  was  found  possible  to  transmit  words' through  the  full  extent  of  the 
wire.  Constant  experiments,  joined  with  practical  skill  in  working  the  wire 
daily,  have  enabled  Mr.  Whitehouse  to  overcome  so  much  of  this  reustaDoe^ 
that  five  words  per  minute  can  now  be  sent  through  the  2,200  miles  of  cable 
at  present  at  Keyham ;  and  it  is  fully  expected  that  before  the  time  comes 
for  its  second  submei^ement  eight  words  will  be  transmitted  with  ease  and 
certainty. 

To  many  of  our  readers  unacquainted  with  the  practical  working  of  sub- 
marine lines  only  eight  words  per  minute  may  appear  to  be  but  a  poor  result 
afler  all,  though  we  can  assure  them,  that  if  ever  attained,  it  is  such  an  im- 
provement in  the  rate  of  transmission  as  not  many  ventured  to  anticipate 
who  saw  the  cable  worked  for  the  first  time  last  summer.  At  the  same  time 
such  a  result  seems  to  show  with  most  convincing  clearness  that,  though 
480  words  per  hour  through  this  line,  if  it  is  successfully  laid  down,  might 
doubtless  amply  remunerate  the  Company,  it  would  still  be  almost  as  fiu-  as 
ever  from  accommodating  the  business  messages  between  Europe  and  the 
New  World.  If,  therefore,  this  line  is  submerged  this  summer  it  will  follow 
as  a  matter  of  course  that  three  or  four  others  must  be  laid  as  well,  and 
there  seems  no  reason  why  if  one  can  be  laid  down  there  should  not  he  as 
many  telegraphs  under  the  Atlantic  as  there  are  now  under  the  Channel. 

When  the  400  recently  completed  miles,  are  landed  and  joined  on  to  the 
coil  aheady  at  Keyham,  they  will  raise  the  entire  length  of  cable  alreadv 
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mttnofiustured  to  nearly  2,650  miles,  or  some  150  miles  or  tbereabouts  more 
tliao  tlie  entire  length  with  which  the  expedition  started  last  autumn.  There 
is  no  doabt,  however,  but  that  the  fifbt  attempt  was  made  with  too  small  an 
aUowance  for  casualties,  and  that  consequently  when  the  cable  parted,  and 
S80  miles  were  lost  in  the  depths  of  the  Atlantic,  it  so  reduced  the  length 
of  wire  remaining  at  the  disposal  of  the  engineers  that  further  perseverance 
in  the  attempt  became  almost  impossible.  To  guard  against  a  recurrence  of 
tlus  mishap  it  has  now  been  determined  to  manufacture  an  additional  300 
miles  of  cable  beyond  the  2,650  miles  which  we  have  stated  is  already  com- 
pleted. This  additional  quantity  is  commenced,  and  will  be  joined  to  the 
main  coil,  which  will  then  measure  nearly  3,000  miles  in  length. 

The  Niagara  and  Agamemnon  are  again  to  be  the  vessels  employed  in  the 
attempt  of  this  year.  The  cable  will  be  distributed  equally  over  the  fore, 
midship,  and  after  part  of  the  vessels.  By  this  arrangement  of  course,  the 
weight  of  the  wire  is  better  placed  than  at  the  last  attempt. 

The  attempt  to  lay  down  the  cable  will  be  made  this  year  at  a  much 
earlier  period  than  on  the  last  occasion.  As  soon  as  the  coils,  with  all  the 
necessary  apparatus  and  appointments  are  stowed  away  on  board  the  two 
▼easels  (which  will  be  about  the  beginning  of  May,)  they  will  leave  Ports- 
mouth for  a  short  trip  into  deep  water,  when  a  number  of  experiments  will 
be  made  with  the  paying  out  machinery,  and  to  ascertain  practically  if  any 
cEfficallies  exist  in  the  proposed  plan  of  submerging  the  wire  from  the  centre 
of  the  Atlantic.  These  experiments  will  be  brought  to  an  end  in  a  few  days, 
and  any  alterations  which  their  result  may  suggest  in  the  machinery  or  man- 
ner of  paying  out  the  wire  having  been  adopted  as  soon  as  possible,  the  expe- 
dition will  finally  start  about  the  begiooing  of  June.  All  the  best  authorities 
and  most  experienced  seamen  have  been  consulted  on  behalf  of  the  Company 
as  to  the  state  of  the  weather  in  the  month  of  June,  and  we  believe  the  result 
of  an  immense  mass  of  testimony  goes  to  prove  that  there  are  some  five  or 
six  consecutive  dfys  in  that  month  during  which  a  gale  in  the  Atlantic  was , 
seldom  or  never  known  to  occur.  The  expedition  will  leave  these  shores  so 
as  to  arrive  in  the  centre  of  the  Atlantic  at  about  the  commencement  of 
these  halcyon  days,  and  the  object  will  be,  of  course,  to  get  over  the  deep 
sea  part  of  the  undertaking  before  the  weather  changes.  The  line  will  be 
joined  and  laid  from  the  centre  of  the  ocean,  the  Niagara  bringing  her  end 
to  England,  and  the  Agamemnon  conveying  hers  to  America.  Communica- 
tion by  electric  signal  will,  of  course,  if  the  wire  holds,  be  kept  up  between 
the  two  vessels  the  whole  way. 

The  operation  of  stowing  the  wire  for  a  second  effort  commenced  on  the 
19th  of  March,  on  board  H.M.  ship  Agamemnon,  in  Eeyham  basin.  An 
extra  place  for  deposit  has  been  constructed  on  her  upper  deck,  abafl  the 
fiyremast,  capable  of  taking  2  15ih  miles  each  flake  or  layer.  Here  about 
140  miles  were  deposited  up  to  Thursday  March  25th,  at  an  average  of  27 
miles  per  day.  It  will  contain  together  260  miles,  which  forms  the  first  por- 
tion to  be  laid  The  place  of  deposit  last  year,  in  the  hold,  made  the  coil 
oval  in  one  direction,  close  to  the  kelson,  and  oval  in  the  opposite  direction 
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abore.  A  different  arrangement  prevails  now;  two  additional  bulkheads  hare 
been  l^nocked  awaj,  and  the  hold  presents  the  appearance  of  a  basin  perfectly 
circnlar  in  every  part.  The  cone  iu  the  centre  is  12  feet  3  inches  high,  anci 
has  a  diameter  of  10  feet  at  the  base,  and  6  at  the  top,  it  will  be  encircled 
by  1,0^0  miles  of  cable.  The  remaning  150  miles  are  to  be  coiled  on  the 
orlop  deck,  where  the  heavy  shore  end  was  placed  last  year.  A  new  guard 
has  been  fitted  for  the  Agamemnon*s  stem,  to  prevent  the  cable  from  fouUn^ 
the  propeller.  The  cage  previously  used  was  weakened  by  its  proximity  t^ 
the  copper  on  the  ship's  bottom,  which  served  as  a  negative  to  the  iron. 
The  galvanic  action  of  salt  water  on  it  during  thd  last  eight  months  ba» 
rendered  it  desirable  to  provide  a  new  one,  which  will  not  touch  the  surface 
until  the  load  line  is  reached.  On  board  the  Niagara  the  boats  forward  on 
the  upper  deck  are  to  be  removed,  and  a  space,  prepared  of  33  feet  diameter, 
equal  to  the  reception  of  from  170  to  180  miles  of  the  cable.  For  the  i^pr 
preaching  trial  the  Atlantic  Telegraph  Company  appear  to  have  piadf  very 
complete  arrangements  through  their  engineer-in-chief,  Mr.  Bright^  who  has 
been  some  days  at  Plymouth.  T^^  coiling  on  board  the  Agamemnon  is 
superintended  by  Mr.  Canning,  who  assisted  iu  the  operations  last  year,  and 
who  laid  the  cable  across  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  from  Newfoundland  to 
Cape  Breton.  Mr.  Whitehouse,  who  completed  the  line  from  Varna  to  Bala* 
clava,  and  was  charged  with  the  first  shipment  and  fittings  on  board  the 
Niagara,  takes  the  same  duty  now,  with  the  aid  of  Captain  Kell,  who  was 
engaged  in  laying  the  early  Mediterranean  lines.  Mr.  Everett,  of  the  Niagara^ 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Clifford,  one  of  the  Company*8  Assistant  Engineers  on 
the  former  occasion,  has  been  entrusted  with  the  supervision  of  the  experi  • 
ments  carried  on  at  the  works  of  Messrs.  Easton  and  Amos,  under  the  advice 
of  Messrs.  Penn,  Field,  and  Lloyd,  when  the  company  have  consulted  upon 
the  modifications  to  be  made  in  the  paying-out  machinery,  and  with  the 
concurrence  of  Mr.  Bright  their  engineer,  and  Mr.  Appold,  who  invented,  for 
a  difierent  purpose,  the  form  of  brake  to  be  used. 

Our  readers  may  recollect  that  when  the  attempt  fiiiled  last  autumn  380 
miles  of  the  cable  were  safely  deposited  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea.  Since  that 
time  to  the  astonishment  of  all  who  know  the  coast  of  Ireland  and  the  depth 
of  water  in  which  the  cable  Isy,  it  has  been  underrun,  and  no  less  than  52 
miles  of  it  recovered.  When  the  last  milf  was  raised  it  lay  at  a  depth  of 
1,000  fathoms,  and,  as  it  was  in  that  depth  that  it  broke  away,  the  remaining 
330  miles  tire  still  in  the  bed  of  the  Atlantic,  whei^  they  will  stay  tOl  the 
end  of  time.  It  may,  perhaps  be  worth  mentioning,  as  an  instance  of  the 
credulity  of  human  nature,  that  there  are  persons  who  think  that  this  330 
miles  is  still  to  be  recovered  and  utalized  ogain.  It  is,  however,  but  fiur  to 
state  that  these  persons  are  in  no  way  connected  with  either  the  company  or 
its  ofllcers,  all  the  latter  of  whom  have  too  much  experience  in  these 
matters  ever  to  entertain  such  a  hopeless  idea.  The  portion  of  the  cable 
recovered  was  in  as  perfect  a  state  as  when  first  laid  down,  as  regarded  iU 
electricsl  conditions.  It,  however,  shoived  signs  of  the  outer  covering  of 
spiral  wires  having  stretched  considerably,  though  by  no  means  to  an  extent 
to  avert  the  insulation  of  the  conductor. 
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TACHT  CLUB  MEMORANDA. 

Bufoi  Cork  Yacht  CIk&.— This,  the  oldeat  club,  took  tbe  leml  tbif  year  in 
appointing  ita  regatta,  aod>e  are  informed  by  one  of  it*  membert,  that  tbe 
Secretaty,  Major  Armstrong,  has  been  in  commanication  with  other  placea 
to  preTent  the  clashiog  of  the  regattas.  It  baa  been  decided  that  July  ISth 
aod  14fh  ahoold  be  the  days  on  which  tbe  regatta  will  be  held. 

A  letter  has  been  received  from  The  Hon.  Sir  Charles  Phipps,  by  lliomas 
G.  French,  Esq.,  Admiral  of  the  Club,  annouocing  that  Her  Mfljesty  baa 
been  graciously  pleased  to  grant  a  Cup  of  the  value  of  £100,  to  be  sailed  (or 
at  tbe  ensuing  regatta,  under  such  conditions  as  may  be  determined  upoo  by 
tbe  Committee. 

In  additiottjto  the  above  the  other  prises  will  be  Ibr  veasria  exeaediog  60 
tons  XGQ ;  eaeeeding  90  and  not  exceeding  5Q  tons  £45  ;  exceeding  10  and 
not  exceeding  90  tons  £StS ;  not  exceeding  10  tons  £19.  For  scboonesa 
£SO.    Other  prizes  will  also  be  given. 

At  tbe.laat.meeting,  tbe  Treasurer  of  the  last  regatta,  A.  H.  Allen,  Esq. 
bfonght  firward  his  accountSi  which,  proved  moa  satisladory,  and  a  eonai« 
deraUe  amonnt  remained  on  hand,  to  be  added  to  the  luoda  of  the  next 
regatta  A  unanimous  vote  of  tbanka  was  passed  to  him,  witili  a  requeat 
that  be  would  undertake  the  oliice  again,  which  he  willingly  agreed  to  do. 

During  the  meeting  a  aobscription  list  was  opened,  wUch  was  liberally 
responded  to  ^y  all  present. 

The  following  have  been  recently  added  to  tbe  dub ;— Menai,  176  tons^ 
Count  d'Aquila;  Corsair,  120  tons,  Mr.  Kavanagh;  and  Urania,  140  toss, 
Mr.  Wise.    Several  othera  are  about  joining. 


KoyaZ  St  G9arg**i  Xaeki  C^a^.—The  annual  dinner  of  this  club  was 
held  on  the  1st  of  March,  at  which  the  Hon.  G.  Uandcock  presided,  Kdward 
Homaby,  Esq.  acted  as  croupier.  There  was  a  numerous  party  present,  and 
a  few  bourn  were  beppily  spent  bX  the  festive  board,  which  abounded  with 
every  luxnry. 

During  the  evening  it  was  announced  that  tbe  regatta  at  Kingstown  will 
Uiis  year  be  under  tbe  manai^ment  of  this  club.  To  expUin  this,  it  is  neces- 
mry  to  sttiie  that  tbe  Royal  Irish  and  the  Royal  St.  George's  hold  the  regatta 
ak«rB«te  year^ 


Ragifi  Meruu  Yachi  C/tii.— The  members  met  at  the  club-house,  Duke- 
street«  I4vezpopl,  on  Monday  evening,  Mar<jh  Ist,  Rear-Commodore  Grind- 
rod  presided.  The  annual  election  of  officers  took  pUuce,  when  they  were  all 
re-elected 

The  Trcasurer.gavc  notice  of  motion  to  form  a  ckss  of  yachts  from  8  to 
16  tons,  in  addition  to  classes  from  15  to  36  tons,  and  85  and  upwards,  the 
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osaal  time  being  allowed  for  the  difference  of  tonnage.  As  the  tendency  of 
hte  years  has  been  to  have  smaller  sized  yachts  for  the  sailing  matches  of 
the  club,  this  has  been  adopted  to  meet  the  circumstance,  and  it  is  expected 
it  will  add  considerably  to  the  interest  of  the  matches. 

The  following  officers  were  re-elected— Commodore,  T.  Littledale,  Esq. ; 
Vice -Commodore,  B.  H.  Jones,  Esq. ;  Rear-Commodore,  J.  Grindrod,  Esq.; 
Treasurer,  T.  Wilkinson  Tetley,  Esq. ;  Secretary,  H.  Melling,  Esq.;  and 
Cup-bearer,  E.  Fletcher,  Esq. 

It  was  decided  that  the  members  dine  together,  and  commence  the  i 
at  the  marine  station.  Rock  Ferry,  at  the  ensuing  meeting  in  April. 


Royal  Thame*  Yaehl  Club, — The  monthly  meeting  was  held  on  the  Srd  alt. 
The  house  dinner  was  attended  by  50  members  and  friends,  presided  over 
by  the  noble  commodore  Lord  Alfred  Paget :  after  which  the  bosiness  of  tbe 
evening  commenced  by  confirming  the  previous  month's  minutes,  which  was 
followed  by  the  election  of  officers  for  the  present  year,  viz: — Commodore 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Alfred  Paget,  m.p.;  Vice  Commodore  R.  Green,  Esq.; 
Treasurer,  J.  Hutcheons,  Esq.;  Secretary,  Capt.  P.  C.  S.  Grant.  Cup- 
bearer, R.  Cook,  Esq.;  Auditors,  J.  J.  Ford,  W,  L.  Hooper,  and  F.  M'Gedy, 
Esqrs.  Sailing  Committee:— Dr.  Bain,  E.  Ballard,  W.  H.  Birch,  C.  H. 
Congreve,  A.  Cox,  J.  D.  Cragie,  A.  Duncan,  Mallett,  T.  Groves,  jun., 
J.  Mills,  C.  Smart,  C.  Stokes,  C.  R.  Tatham,  and  J.  A.  D.  Wake,  E^ra. 
House  Committee :— G.  Gandell,  R.  Flowers,  W.  F.  Moore,  J.  G.  Morgan, 
G.  Paine,  J.  Paine,  and  C.  Smart,  Esqrs. 

Lord  Alfred  Paget  briefly  returned  thanks  by  observing  that  it  had  always 
been  his  anxious  study  to  maintain,  as  fiir  as  in  him  lay,  the  honour  of  the 
Club,  the  prospects  of  which,  it  gave  him  much  pleasure  to  observe,  had 
much  advanced.  He  did  not  take  credit  to  himself  for  that  advancement, 
but  attributed  it  to  the  exertions  of  others,  and  to  the  cordiality,  unanimity, 
and  good  fellowship,  which  pervaded  the  whole  body. 

The  programme  of  the  Sailing  Committe,  contains  the  following: — ^The 
opening  trip  to  take  place  on  'Saturday,  May  15th.  Yachts  to  rendezvous 
at  Blackwall  at  2h.  30m.  p.m.,  and  proceed  to  Gravesend,  where  a  dinner 
will  be  provided  at  Wates's  Hotel. 

Pir$t  Match,— 'lh\%  has  been  fixed  to  come  off  on  Saturday  the  22nd  of 
May,  the  distance  being  from  Erith,  round  the  Nore  Light,  and  return  to 
tbe  starting  place.  The  match  to  be  sailed  for  by  cuttera  in  two  classes, 
viz :->Fir8t-class,  exceeding  35  tons;  second  class  not  exceeding  35  tons. 
The  prize  for  the  first  class  vessels  to  be  of  the  value  of  £100,  and  lor  the 
second  value  £50.  Haifa  minute  per  ton  allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage, 
which  will  not  extend  beyond  60  tons.  The  day  fixed  for  closing  the  entry 
list  being  Thursday  May  13th,  lOh.  p.m. 

Second  Match.— TYAh  is  the  annual  great  event,  always  looked  forward  to 
with  so  much  expectation  and  interest,  viz.,  the  schooner  race,  which  will 
take  place  on  Tuesday,  June  22nd,  from  off  Rosherville,  round  the  Mouse 
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ligbt-ahip,  and  back  to  Greenhithe.  As  naoal  there  will  be  two  daatos  of 
•ehoooen,  the  first  class  being  above  75  tons,  and  the  second  class  under 
that  tonnage.  The  winner  of  the  first  class  to  receive  a  priae  value  XlOO, 
and  the  winner  of  the  second  one  of  the  value  of  £50.  The  time  allowance 
in  this  match  will  be  a  quarter  of  a  minnte,  to  be  limited  to  150  tons.  The 
list  of  entries  to  be  closed  on  Monday  evening,  June  15tb.  at  lOh.  p.m. 

Third  MofeA.— To  come  off  on  Tuesday,  July  6th,  from  Erith  to  the 
Chapman  Head  and  return  to  the  starting-place.  This  race  will  also  be 
with  two  classes,  third  and  fourth  class  cutters;  third  class,  o?er  12  tons, 
and  not  above  20 ;  and  fourth  class  from  and  including  7  up  to  12  tons. 
For  this  match  three  prizes  are  offered,  viz.,  a  piece  of  plate,  valued  £40,  to 
the  winner  of  the  third  class ;  ditto  £90  to  the  winner  of  the  fourth  class; 
while  as  an  encouragement  to  large  entries,  a  prize  value  £10  will  be  given 
to  the  second  boat  of  the  fourth  class,  in  the  event  of  four  vessels  starting. 
Haifa-minute  per  too  allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage.  The  entry-list  for 
which  will  be  kept  open  till  Monday,  June  28th,  at  I  Oh.  p.m. 

Afler  the  above  had  been  arranged,  it  was  proposed  that  a  fourth  match 
should  be  carried  out,  but  after  some  discussion  the  following  resolution  was 
postponed  until  May,  when  it  will  be  finally  considered,  viz:-**^  That  a  prize 
of  the  value  of  50  lovereigns  be  given  in  the  month  of  September,  under  the 
rules  of  the  first  cutter  match,  to  be  competed  for  only  by  R.  T.  Y»  C.  cutter 
yachts,  and  manned  by  the  crews  who  have  sailed  them  during  the  present 
season.  Time  for  tonnage.  A  pilot,  owner,  and  three  friends  to  be  allowed.*' 
It  will  be  recollected  that  last  year*s  disposition  of  the  schooner  prizes,  the 
policy  of  that  measure  was  rather  severely  handled,  and  to  prevent  any 
unpleasant  feeling  at  the  next  match  the  following  clause  was  unanimously 
voted  to  be  added  at  the  end  of  the  26 tb  section  of  the  laws  and  regulations « 
viz.,  *'  and  in  that  case  the  winning  vessel  of  the  first  class  shall  take  the 
first  class  prize."  The  rule  hitherto  has  been  as  follows : — ^  That  if  in  any 
match  there  shall  be  fewer  than  three  yachts  entered,  or  two  yachts  start 
for  any  one  class,  no  prize  shall  be  given  to  such  class,  and  that  if  in  a 
match  a  yacht  of  an  inferior  class  shall  come  in  ahead  of  a  yacht  of  a  superior 
dass,  she  shall  receive  the  prize  to  which  she  would  have  been  entitled  if 
she  had  belonged  to  such  superior  class." 

The  Club  with  its  wonted  liberality  granted  £10  to  the  National  Life* 
Boat  Institution,  moking  the  third  donation  to  that  usefUl  Society. 

The  Treasurer  was  empowered  toengsge  first  class  steamers  to  accompany 
the  different  matches,  and  we  hope  there  will  be  fine  weather,  with  plenty 
of  wind  on  each  occasion. 


Eayal  London  Yacht  C/iii.— At  the  meeting  in  February,  (which  we  had 
not  space  to  notice  in  our  last  number,)  the  alteration  of  the  law  respecting 
protests,  was  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Crockford,  in  conformity  to  the  notice 
previously  given.  It  ran  thus:^**  If  a  protest  shall  be  entered  against  a  ves- 
sel for  a  breach  of  the  sailing  regulations  the  Sailing  Committee  may,  if  the  ^ 
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iDfiiogeineDt  it  proved  to  have  been  unavoidable  by  the  member  io  chavge, 
or  the  tailing  matter,  and  had  oot,  in  the  judgment  of  the  taid  Committee, 
ailbcted  the  relative  potition  of  the  vettelt  at  the  conclution  of  the  m&tch, 
ditmitt  the  protett.** 

Mr.  Crockfbrd  taid,  in  rising  to  bring  the  motion  before  the  dub,  it  might 
be  deemed  by  many  that  it  wat  unnecettary,  becaute  the  Committee  ougbt 
to  have  the  power  it  gave  without  it ;  but  at  tuch  wat  not  the  case,  he 
begged  to  urge  the  matter  upon  their  contideration.  Hit  object  wat,  to  give 
Sailing  Coramitteet  a  certtin  latitude,  which  might  have  the  efitet  of  pre* 
venting  frivolous  and  vexatious  protests ;  and  to  furnish  them  with  an  fai« 
stance  of  the  ridiculous  extent  to  which  they  might  be  carried,  he  woold 
advert  to  one,  which  although  occurring  tome  time  bach,  was  freth  in  hie 
memory.  He  alluded  to  the  protett  of  the  Ino  against  the  Secret  on  aocooot 
of  the  latter  unshackling  her  anchor  just  before  ttarting  for  a  match,  which 
the  forraer't  crew  endeavoured  to  make  out  at  a  departure  from  the  rule  tittt 
no  ballast  should  be  shipped  or  unshipped  twelve  hourt  before  ttarting  far  ft 
match.  After  paying  Lord  Alfred  Paget  a  high  compliment  for  tcoudog 
tuch  a  protett,  Mr.  C.  taid  that  in  hit  opinion,  the  Sailing  Committee  thoold 
be  a  body  constituted  as  a  board  of  honour,  not  at  lawyert,  and  be  meant  do 
disretpect  to  them,  looking  to  the  letter  and  to  techtdcalitiet,  but  constru- 
ing laws  according  to  their  tphrit.  He  did  not  foel  that  hit  motion  required 
any  lengthened  addrett,  and  he  would  conclude  by  expretting  hit  opinion 
that  if  carried,  it  would  ditmitt  technical  and  frivolout  c^)ectiottt  in  matchve. 

Mr.  Eaglet  teconded  the  motion,  expressing  hit  opinion  that  it  waa  deaif'* 
able  that  every  club  should  avoid  opportunity  of  cavil  tuch  at  bad  recently 
been  witoetted.  If  the  motion  would  have  that  effect,  every  one  would  be 
glad  to  hold  up  his  hand  for  It.  He  could  understan<f  the  delicate  posidon 
of  an  officer  in  command  deciding  for  himself  the  rule  of  the  ciub. 

A  very  general  and  animated  discottion  followed,  and  the  rule  at  it  existed 
in  the  code  wat  read  at  the  request  of  tome  of  the  membert,  which  ran  tboe 
— "  Thit  during  a  match  thould  any  yacht  engaged  therein  foul  any  road, 
tier,  or  vettel  at  anchor,  the  be  allowed  to  thove  or  warp  clear^  if  nnasdtted 
by  any  perton  out  of  the  yacht,  except  the  crew  or  crewt  of  the  vetsel  or 
vettelt  to  fouled.  Any  person,  during  a  match,  leaving  a  yadkt  engaged 
therein  (unkes  accidentally  knocked  overboaid)  shall  focftit  tuch  yacht's 
claim  to  the  priie.'* 

Two  or  three  membert  intimated  their  opiuion  that  the  motion  had  parti- 
cular applieatioe  to  thit  rule,  when  Mr.  Croekford  rose  in  ezplsawtimiT  and 
taid  that  he  wat  taking  the  broad  principle,  and  not  any  tnngle  tailing  regu* 
lation  into  consideration. 

Some  thought  the  committee  had  the  power  without  the  motion,  when 
Mr.  Eaglet  taid  he  considered  the  Committee  would  be  relieved  from  what 
they  might  feel  a  great  responsibility. 

An  amendment  was  proposed,  viz.  to  refer  it  to  the  General  Forpotes 
Committee  to  inquire  into;  and  Mr.  Croekford  observed  that  if  it  went  before 
that  body  and  wat  not  entertained,  he  felt  to  warmly  on  the  tubject  that  he 
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shoald  consider  it  his  duty  to  bring  it  on  again  at  the  next  meeting.  He  had 
aeenTor  years  the  consequences  resulting  from  frivolous  objections,  and  the 
last  case  strengthened  bis  desire  to  propose  something  that  would  meet  the 
Dupleasantry.  ft  was  not  ^ving  power  to  make  laws,  as  some  had  feared, 
bat  it  was  to  &cilitate  the  equitable  administration  of  those  in  existence.  If 
the  club  appointed  committees  they  must  give  them  more  latitude  than  they 
felt  tbey  had  hitherto  possessed.  It  must  be  obvious  to  every  thinking  mind 
that  it  was  impossible  to  draw  up  laws  to  meet  every  case,  or  that  would 
apply  to  every  breach  of  regulation,  and  therefore  he  thought  the  Committee 
should  be  uDtrammelled.  He  repeated,  his  motion  had  arisen  out  of 
frivolous  protests,  the  encouragement  of  which  was  calculated  to  have  this 
pernicious  tendency,  that  men  behind  band  in  a  match  would  look  out  for 
some  trifling  faux  pas  to  raise  a  protest  upon.  He  was  confident  that  t\^ 
adoption  of  his  motion  would  induce  many  gentlemen  to  come  out  yacht 
sailing. 

The  amendment  was  persevered  in,  but  Mr.  Crockford*s  motion  was  ulti- 
mately carried. 

On  the  15th  ult.  the  club  again  met,  Commodore  A.  Arcedeckne  presided, 
after  the  above  minutes  had  been  confirmed  Mr.  Crockford  rose  to  propose 
*'  That  if  in  any  match  there  shall  be  less  than  three  yachts  entered  in  any 
one  class,  no  prize  shall  be  g^ven  to  such  class."  He  said  that  last  year  the 
dub  passed  a  law  to  the  effect  that  supposing  only  one  yacht  entered  she 
should  be  entitled  to  a  prize,  but  he  did  not  think  that  would  do,  and  he 
tberefoe  proposed  this  because  it  frequently  happened  that  several  yachts 
entered,  but  only  one  came  to  the  starting  place,  and  in  this  case  the  owner 
who  had  taken  the  trouble  to  bring  his  yacht  from  round  the  coast  ought  to 
have  the  prize,  but  if  less  than  three  entered  there  should  be  no  race  for  it. 
Mr.  Bartlett  thought  it  absurd  to  allow  one  vessel  to  walk  over  the  course 
and  take  the  prize. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr  Crockford  then  proposed  a  new  law — **  That  members  shall  be  relieved 
from  the  payment  of  subscription  for  any  future  year  during  which  they  shall 
be  engaged  abroad,  provided  such  exemption  is  claimed  before  any  one  year's 
aubacription  become  overdue."  He  said,  many  of  their  members  ofren  went 
abroad,  perhaps  tj  stay  there  some  time.  He  knew  of  some  in  Australia, 
S^reden,  and  Bombay,  who  were  supporting  their  club,  and,  in  the  first  place, 
a  yacht  club  had  been  formed,  carrying  the  Royal  London  colours.  They 
had  not  the  means  ready  at  hand  to  transmit  their  subscriptions,  were  receiv- 
ing no  benefit  from  the  club  at  home,  and  were  making  it  a  name  abroad, 
and  it  was  too  bad  for  them  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  up  arrears  when  they 
were  not  participating  in  its  advantages.  He  was  quite  sure  when  any  of 
them  returned  they  would  willingly  recommence  their  subscriptions. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Keen  proposed  an  alferation  in  rules  1 — 2,  '*  That  instead  of  the 
words,  '  unless  accidentally  knocked  overboard,'  the  words  '  unless  his  so 
leaving  shall  be  proved  to  have  been  unavoidable*  be  inserted."    Carried. 

HO.  4. — VOL.  VII.  u 
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Mr.  R.  J.  Wood  proposed  the  following  "  That  the  secretary  write  to  the 
proposer  and  seconder  of  any  member  of  the  club  who  may  be  subject  to  ex- 
pulsion consequent  upon  the  non-payment  of  his  subscription."  He  said  his 
object  was  to  keep  in  the  club  as  many  members  as  possible,  because  there 
were  mauy  gentlemen  who,  like  himself,  would  pay  up  their  nominee's  sub- 
scription rather  than  see  him  on  the  black  list. 

This  was  withdrawn  after  the  following  statement  by  the  Secretary  which 
created  much  merriment. 

Mr.  Gregory  said,  that  in  January  a  notice  was  affixed  to  the  circular, 
stating  that  the  subscription  was  due.  They  then  let  the  person  alone  until 
April,  when  a  blue  notice  was  affixed  to  the  circular.  This  not  answering 
the  intended  purpose  he  was  reminded  again  in  May.  In  June  the  notice 
was  put  in  larger  letters.  In  August  red  ink  was  resorted  to,  and  in  Septem- 
ber an  autograph  letter  was  sent  to  him,  and  that  failing  to  bring  up  the 
money,  he  was  told  in  October  that  he  would  be  placed  on  the  list  of  de- 
faulters. 

A  letter  was  lead  from  J.  R.  Kirby,  Esq,  resigning  the  office  of  Vice- 
Commodore,  in  consequence  of  other  matters  preventing  his  attention  to  the 
duties  of  that  office. 

The  following  election  of  officers  took  place— Commodore,  A.  Arcedeckne, 
Esq.;  Treasurer,  G.  C.  Eagles,  Esq.;  Sailing  Committee — ^The  flag  officers 
and  Treasurer,  R.  Clay,  J.  D.  Gordon,  S.  Philips,  J.  Crockford,  G.  Hamisy 
T.  N.  Talford,  H.  S.  Fearon,  S.  Love,  and  R.  Tress,  Esqrs.  House  Com- 
mittee— The  flag  officers  and  treasurer,  G.  Appleton,  E.  Crosley,  G.  Osgood* 
W.  Brandon,  W.  E.  Maynard,  S.  F.  Oriel,  A.  Skeen,  A.  Crosley,  O.  D. 
Osborne,  Esqrs.,  Capt.  Robertson,  and  Capt.  Burgess ;  Cup-bearer^  P.  Van 
de  Wall,  Esq. ;  Auditors,  J.  Crockford,  Crosley,  and  J.  W.  Standridge,  E^rs. 
Measurers  of  yachts — J.  Crockford  and  W.  Roe,  Esqrs, 

The  Opening  Trip  is  fixed  for  Saturday,  May  1st.  The  rendezvous  will 
be  at  Blackwall  at  three  o'clock,  from  whence  the  yachts  will  proceed  in  com- 
pany to  Erith,  where  the  members  will  dine  at  six  o'clock. 

The  first  match  of  the  season  will  take  place  on  Monday,  June  7th,  for 
first  and  second  class.  The  prizes  for  first  class  to  be  ^640  for  first  yacht, 
iS20  for  the  second,  and  iSlO  for  the  third :  course  from  Erith  round  the 
Nore  light  and  back.  Prizes  for  second  class,  ^30  for  first  yacht,  J^IO  for 
second,  and  £5  for  the  third ;  course  from  Erith  to  Southend  and  back. 
Time  for  tonnage  half-a-minute  per  ton.  Last  night  of  entry  Monday,  May 
Slst. 

The  second  match  for  third  class  only,  will  be  on  Tuesday,  July  20th, 
prizes,  J£'20  for  first  yacht,  <^10  for  second,  and  £5  for  third:  course  from 
Erith  to  Coal-house  Point,  and  back  to  East  Greenwich.  Time  for  tonnage 
one  minute.     Last  night  of  entry,  Monday,  July  12th. 


Prinee  of  Wales  Yacht  C/ttft.—The  members  of  this  Club  held  their  usual 
monthly  meeting  on  Friday  12th  uU.  at  the  Freemasons',  and  assembled  in 
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grrat  force,  Commodore  R.  Uewett  presided,  faced  by  the  Vice-  commodore, 
£.  Knibbs,  Esq.  After  the  confirmatioD  of  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting,  and  the  election  of  some  new  members,  the  Club  proceeded  to  elect 
its  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  according  to  Rule  2,  and  the  chief  officers 
having  retired  from  the  room,  Mr.  Logic  was  voted  to  the  chair,  and  the 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  ^ere  then  elected  as  follows: — 

Commodore,  R.  Hewett  Esq ;  Vice-commodore,  E.  Knibbs,  Esq.;  Trea- 
surerer,  P.  Tunier,  Esq.;  Hon.  Secretary,  R.  Sadleir,  Esq.;  Auditors,  A* 
Turner,  J.  Webber,  and  W.  Webster,  Esqrs.;  Cup  Bearer,  A.  Bemcastle, 
Esq.;  Measurers  of  Yachts,  the  Vice-commodore,  E.  Guest,  G.  Legg,  and 
R.  Sadleir,  Esqrs.;  Sailing  Committee,  the  Commodore,  Vice-commodore, 
Treasurer  and  other  officers,  and  H.  Ayckbourn,  R.  B.  Brown,  E  S.  Bulmer, 
J.  Burton,  N.  Fenncr,  E.  Guest,  J.  Lewis,  J.  Ridgway,  G.  Legg,  W.  D. 
Logic,  R.  D.  Poppleton,  J.  Pybus,  W.  Reed,  T.  T.  Wall,  F.  Bucknott  and 
J.  Ash,  Esqrs. 

The  Commodore  said  he  had  recently  received  a  communication  from  Mr. 
Benson,  of  Ludgate  hill,  stating  that  he  intended  presenting  the  Club  with 
a  piece  of  plate,  a  model  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  tlie  patronymic  of  the  Clubl 
This  announcement  having  been  received  with  great  satisfaction.  The  Vice- 
commodore  proposed: — **  That  the  Measurers  be  empowered  to  seal  down 
the  ballast  of  all  yachts  entered  in  any  match,  if  they  think  necessary,  either 
at  the  time  of  Measurement,  or  on  the  morning  of  the  day  on  which  the 
Match  is  to  be  sailed ;  or,  shall  do  so  on  receiving  instructions  from  the 
Sailing  Committee,  in  writing,  signed  by  the  Secretary.'* 

Mr.  Fradgley  proposed: — **  That  the  necessity  of  a  Member  steering  in 
Club  Matches,  be  in  future  dispensed  with.** 


Boston  Yacht  Club, — This  Club  is  in  a  very  flourishing  state,  and  at  the 
annual  meeting  when  the  accounts  were  audit  ted  a  balance  was  in  hand  to 
carry  on  the  forthcoming  regatta.  The  following  officers  were  re-elected: — 
Commodore,  Mr.  C,  Anderson  ;  Vice- commodore,  Mr,  R.  VV.  Thorpe ; 
Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Pilley;  Auditor,  Mr.  E.  A.  liildred ;  Judge,  Mr.  Howden, 
Secretary,  Mr.  Marjason ;  Sailing  Committee,  Messrs.  J.  E.  KidUngton,  J. 
Meggitt,  J.  Wright,  J.  Tasker,  and  W.  Howden.  The  meeting  was  held  at 
the  White  Hart,  Boj^ton. 


Birkenhead  Model  Yae/U  C/u^.— This  Club  continues  to  be  well  attended, 
and  every  meeting  an  addition  of  new  members  is  made  to  the  large  number 
that  are  already  on  the  books.  At  the  February  meeting  the  following 
officers  were  appointed  for  the  present  year: — Commodore,  T.  Brassey,  Jun. 
Esq.  5  Rear- commodore,  J.  Watkins,  Esq. ;  Vice -commodore,  G.  Harrison, 
Esq.;  Treasurer  and  Honorary  Secietary,  W.  Scott,  Esq  ;  Auditors,  T.  VV. 
Tetley,  T.  H.  Bowen,  lisqis.  j  Measurers,  St.  C.  J.  Byrne,  J.  Morrison,  M. 
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B.  Wade,  Esqra.  Committees,  T.  Brassey,  Jua  J.  Watkios,  G.  Harrimo, 
W.  Scott,  T.  H.  Bowen,  S.  Willoughby,  W.  Laird,  Jun.,  M.  B.  Wade,  St.  C. 
J.  Byrne,  S.  Reed,  T.  Wilkinson,  J.  Morrison,  and  T.  W.  Tetley,  Esqrs. 

At  the  meetingpn  March  the  motion  of  J.  A.  Clarke  Esq:—''  That  the 
maximum  tonnage  of  yachts  if  first  class  be  15  tons**  was  brought  forward, 
but  not  meeting  with  a  seconder  it  was  withdrawn. 


London  Mod^l  Yacht  dub. — This  club  does  not  meet  with  the  success  the 
exertions.of  its  principal  members  deserve.  It  has  been  many  years  in  exist- 
ence, and  is  in  fact  the  parent  Model  Club,  therefore  is  entitled  to  support, 
not  only  on  that  account,  but  likewise  by  being  the  medium  of  introducing  to 
the  Pleasure  Navy  many  men  who  do  honour  to  it,  but  who  at  the  same  time 
should  not  forget  the  Model  Club.  We  hope  the  exertions  of  Vice-Commo- 
dore Williams  and  Secretary  Crabb,  will  meet  with  a  reciprocal  feeling  from 
the  members  generally. 


Raneiagk  Yacht  Chth.^-lht  usual  monthly  meeting  of  this  Club  was  held 
at*the*club-house,  Swan  Tavern,  Battersea  on  the  lOth.  ult.  when  the  Com- 
modore took  the  chair,  ftced  by  the  Vice -commodore.  The  annual  election 
oi  officers  was  then  proceeded  with,  and  resulted  as  follows: — Commodore, 
T.  Keen,  Esq.;  Vice-commodore,  E.  S.  Buhner,  Esq.;  Treasurer,  W.  Foy, 
Esq.;  Secretary,  A.  lago,  Esq.;  Cup-bearer,  H.  Lenthall,  Esq.;  Auditors* 
Lawrence,  M.  Ward  and  Yapp  Esqrs.  Sailing  Committee :  H.  Morrison, 
Gable,  Roe,  Bumey,  Oriel,  Pick,  Sawyer,  Harris,  O.  W.  S.  Iago»  Hopewell* 
A.  H.  Morgan,  and  Penny  Esqrs.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  vacious 
officers  for  their  services  during  the  past  year,  which  was  duly  responded  to 
Mr.  Roe  stating  that  his  retirement  from  the  Secretary-ship  was  entirely 
for  private  reasons,  and  not,  as  had  been  reported,  on  account  of  any  differ- 
ences between  himself  and  any  other  members  ;  and  furthermore  that  the 
Club  should  at  all  times  have  such  assistance  as  might  be  in  his  power  to 
render  to  it.  The  various  modifications  of  the  laws  and  regulations  were 
then,  after  long  discussion  carried,  in  all  essential  particulars  as  proposed 
by  the  Committee,  an  amendment  of  Mr.  Sawyer*s  to  allow  one  hand  for 
every  two  tons,  exclusive  of  a  member  steering  and  a  friend  being  incorpo- 
rated. Several  members  having  been  proposed  for  election,  the  Commodore 
adjourned  the  meeting  until  the  14th  of  April,  when  the  matches  for  the 
season  will  be  decided  upon. 


WdUngion  Yacht  C7ii&.— This  club  has  been  esteblished  some  fowmontha, 
and  from  the  support  it  has  received  promises  to  become  a  formidable  rival 
to  the  Ranelagh.  The  club  is  under  the  patronage  of  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Wellington,  who  has  kindly  presented  a  challenge  cup  of  the  value  of  50 
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guineas,  which  the  club  throws  open  to  all  the  world,  to  be  sailed  for  by 
jachts  of  10  tODS  and  under.  The  particulars  of  which  we  shall  hereafter 
suboiit  to  our  readers,  There  is  one  rujie«  we  believe,  which  will  not  be  Ibund 
iu  anj  other  club,  namely  "centre-board  '  yachts  will  be  allowed  to  contend 
in  an  the  matches. 

The  officers  of  the  club  are— Commodore,  —  Gambadella,  Esq. ;  Vioe* 
Commodore,  E.  Guest,  Esq. ;  Rear- Commodore,  J.  Diplock;  Secretary  and 
IVeasurer,  —  Daniells,  Esq,;  Cup  bearer,  A.  Braithwaite,  Esq.;  Sailing 
Committee,  R.  Hewett,  E.  Knibbs,  W.  Reid,  F.  Reid,  C.  Roper,  J.  Dormay, 
J.  Bere,  and  G.  Spencer,  Esqrs.;  Auditors,  R.  West  and  U.  Harding,  Esqrs. 
The  Cremome  Tavern,  Chelsea,  is  the  head* quarters. 


Nbw  Yobk  Challbmob  Cop. 

Lomiony  March  li/A,  1858. 
Dbab  HmT. — An  invite  has  been  received  in  England  from  the  New  York 
Club  to  >aeht  owners  to  cross  the  Atlantic,  and  compete  for  the  cup,  which 
was  won  by  the  America  schooner  at  the  11.Y.S.  match  in  1851,  at  Cowes, 
and  it  has  by  the  death  of  Commodore  Stevens  come  into  the  hands  of  the 
members  of  the  club,  who  have  generously  offered  it  to  all  nations  for  com- 
petition. 

There  are  many  persons  who  are  anxious  to  partake  of  oar  Cousins*  hos- 
pitality, who  have  not  the  craft  equal  to  the  voyage.  Coold  not  a  party  be 
got  together  to  join  some  three  or  four  yacht  owners  who  have .  suitable  ves- 
seb  in  the  expense,  and  thus  show  our  friends  that  we  appreciate  their  kind 
invitation. 

There  is  ample  time  to  arrange  the  details,  and  I  hope  some  one,  for  the 
honor  of  Old  England,  will  take  my  suggestion  hi  to  consideration. 

I  am  yours  truly, 

To  ths  EdUor  H,Y.M.  Shxvt  Abchox. 


[The  following  appeared  in  BdV9  LSft^  and  as  it  treats  on  the  *<  unsettled 
question,*'  we  ^ve  insertion.] 

Yacht  Mbastjxbmbbt. 

Mb.  EniTOB. — At  a  convertazaine  on  the  various  systems  of  Measurement 
lor  racing  purposes,  held  at  the  Prince  of  Wales's  Yacht  Club,  Mr.  Ash, 
draoi^tsman  to  Messrs.  Mare,  made  sundry  objections  to  the  proposal  of 
cadnating  tonnage  by  the  area  of  canvas,  objections  which  I  cannot  but 
ronsidrr  as  highly  inconclusive ,  and,  coming  ftom  such  a  source,  likely  to 
pngodice  yachtsmen  against  a  fiiir  trial  of  a  system  now  universally  adopted 
in  America,  and  so  frequently  advocated  by  the  late  Mr.  Marett,  whose 
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practical  as  well  as  theoretical  knowledge  of  the  subject  was  so  well  esta- 
blished. Mr.  Ash  objects  to  this  system  for  the  reason  that,  *Mf  one  vessel 
be  able  to  carry  a  greater  press  of  canTas  than  another,  both  being  of  the 
same  size,  it  would  show  a  superiority  of  model  in  that  one  respect,  but  it 
does  not  foUow  that  she  is  the  faster  of  the  two."  Granted ;  but  it  do^M 
follow  that  the  vjinning  9he  is  the  faster ;  and  I  have  hitherto  considered 
speed,  not  stiffness,  the  Q.  E.  D.  of  races,  afloat  or  ashore.  His  second  and 
Bnal  objection  is,  that  a  yacht  of  30  tons,  having  as  much  canvas  as  ber 
opponent  of  50,  would  on  a  calm  day,  bave  the  advantage  of  this  latter, 
whereas  the  case  would  be  reversed  in  a  breeze.  Here  we  huve  an  objection 
applying  with  tenfold  force  to  the  actual  system,  under  which  the  over- 
canvassed  vessel  gets  time  from  her  more  honest  opponent ;  whereas  the 
area  of  canvas  measurement  would  doubly  deter  from  such  attempts  to  cheat 
tonnage,  by  rating  the  small  overdone  hull  as  equal,  for  racing  purposes,  to 
the  larger ;  at  the  same  time  obliging  the  former  to  give  time  to  vessels  of 
equal  displacement,  more  moderately  sparred.  Is  it  likely  that,  with  those 
penalties,  we  should  have  dO-ton  hulls  with  50-ton  canvas  ?  The  problem 
for  builders  should  be,  to  find  the  model  giving  the  greatest  speed  with  the 
smaBeMt  sails.  The  reverse  is  the  case  under  the  present  system.  Yachts- 
men are  induced  to  attempt  every  artificial  means  of  obtaining  stability,  and 
consequent  power,  of  carrying  sail,  for  the  purpose  of  cheating  tonnage  in 
time  matches ;  and  we  see  sailing  machines  with  keels  four  feet  deep,  (h 
monstrosity  actually  contemplated  without  reprobation  by  Mr.  Ash!)  which, 
well  weighted  with  lead,  like  a  child*s  plaything,  enables  the  said  machine  to 
carry  one-tifth  or  sixth  more  spars  andT  canvas  than  it  otherwise  could. 
Instances  are  common  of  vessels  being  utter  failures  until  thus  overdone  to 
an.extent  which  renders  them  unfit  for  any  purpose  but  match  sailing.  Men 
with  ordinary,  more  or  less  sea-going  yachts,  will  not  and  cannot  contend 
against  these  cup  hunters ;  and  hence  the  broken  off  matches  and  squabbles 
of  daily  occurrence  during  the  season ;  not  in  clubs  only,  but  along  the  coast 
where  visitors  are  getting  tired  of  subscribing  to  the  amusement  of  seeing 
Lightning  sail  round  and  round  Slow  Top  and  Tortoise,  the  two  last  having, 
at  a  short  notice,  obligingly  undertaken  the  parts  of  losers  for  the  promotion 
of— sport ! 

With  respect  to  the  measurement  panacea  proposed  by  Mr.  Ash,  "  That 
the  length  and  breadth  be  both  taken  along  the  water-line ;  the  breadth,  if 
extended  below  that  line,  to  reckon  as  tonnage,".  I  fear  the  latter  measure- 
ment would  induce  more  attempts  to  cheat  tonnage,  by  excessive  rounding, 
or  throwing  out  the  sides  above  water,  thus  exaggerating  into  deformity 
what  is  a  beauty  in  the  America  and  many  of  her  English  copies. 

Yours,  &c., 

A  NoN  Racer. 
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YACTHING  INTELLIGENCE. 

Lowestoft — A  meeting  bat  been  beld  at  tbe  Town  Hall,  for  tbe  purpose  of 
forming  a  commit  tea  to  carry  out  a  regatta  tbia  season.  Mr.  R.  Jobnson, 
who  acted  as  chairman,  stated  that  communications  bad  been  received  from 
several  yacht  owners  who  had  promised  to  attend  with  their  vessels;  and  the 
**  Amosement  Committee**  of  the  town  would  guarantee  ^200,  if  the  inha- 
bitants would  raise  jSIOO.  A  committee  of  six  was  appointed,  and  we  may 
expect  to  be  in  possession  of  tbe  day  shortly.  One  thing  we  would  suggest, 
that  is,  before  fixing  the  time,  the  Royal  Harwich  Yacht  Club  should  be  com- 
mnnicated  with,  in  order  that  Lowestoft  may  follow  that  regatta. 

InmaiCs — On  Tuesday,  tbe  16th  ult.,  a  numerous  party  attended  at  Lym- 
ington,  to  witness  the  launch  of  the  Earl  of  Yarborough*8  new  yacht.  She 
is  a  schooner  of  160  tons,  and  was  named  the  Zoe,  by  Lady  Sophia  Worsley. 
A  scbooher  is  building  for  Sir  Gilbert  East,  Bart. ;  and  a  new  yawl  for  Lord 
Londesborough.  A  cutter  yacht  of  26  tons,  has  been  built  here  for  E.  Ellice 
Esq.  M.P.  She  is  named  Ladyc,  and  is  added  to  the  Royal  Northerns. 
Mr.  Inman  has  several  new  yachts  for  sale  of  various  tonnages. 

BaUey'M, — This  yard  is  rather  brisk ;  a  new  schooner  of  74  tons  is  in  pro- 
gress of  building ;  the  Odalique  has  been  taken  in  exchange  as  part  payment 
for  a  new  80  ton  cutter. 

Hill  Brothers. — This  Bristol  firm  have  built  a  new  cutter,  of  47  tons,  for 
tbe  Hon.  W.  H.  Wyndham  Quin,  who  has  named  her  the  Caroline. 


CLIFFORD'S  BOAT' LOWERING  APPARATUS. 

Another  gratifying  instance  of  the  great  benefit  Mr.  Clifford  has  bestowed 
on  suffering  humanity  is  noticed  in  tbe  MeWoums  Argus,  and  is  thus  set 
forth. — "Abundant  testimony  to  the  invaluable  character  of  this  invention 
has  been  supplied  from  time  to  time,  but  the  report  of  the  commander  of  the 
Government  Emigrant  ship  (Captain  James  B.  Kennedy)  places  its  useful- 
ness in  so  prominent  a  light  that  it  becomes  a  subject  of  congratulation  to 
learn  that  the  Steam  Navigation  Board  of  Victoria  have  made  it  incumbent 
on  all  colonial  steamers  to  carry  this  boat-lowering  gear  aftf^r  July  1st,  1858. 
Captain  Kennedy  writes,  'that  just  after  daybreak  on  the  12tb  of  October^ 
while  the  watch  was  washing  decks  one  of  my  lads  (the  son  of  the  Captain 
of  the  Stebenheath)  fell  from  the  poop  overboard.  A  life-buoy  was  thrown 
to  him,  and  in  a  few  seconds  afler  one  of  the  quarter  boats  fitted  with  Clif^ 
ibrd*s  lowering  gear  W98  in  the  water,  and  picked  him  up.  The  lad  was  in 
the  boat  and  alongside  the  ship  again  before  many  of  the  people  forward 
knew  any  one  had  fallen  overboard,  so  quickly  was  it  done.  At  tbe  time 
there  were  several  sharks  about  the  ship,  and  he  would  have  been  eaten  had 
he  been  many  minutes  in  the  water.  The  boy*s  life  was  saved  solely  through 
the  quickness  with  which  the  boat  was  lowered,  and  I  add  one  more  to  the 
list  of  lives  already  saved  by  this  invention,  in  the  hope  that  shipowners  may 
be  induced  to  adopt  it  generally  in  their  vessels." 
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BEOATTAd  AND  MATCHES. 

K-^Prinoe  of  Wales  Tacht  Club  opening  trip. 
Mat    l.*— Boyal  London  Yacht  dab  opening  trip. 
15.— Boyal  Thames  Yacht  Club  opening  trip. 

22.— Roral  Tfaames  Yacht  Chib  Match  for  first  and  second  class,  ftom 
Enih  to  the  Noieand  bade.    Entries  close  Maj  1. 
Jun  T.^Bojal  London  Yacht  Club  Match,  for  first  and  seoood  class,  from 
Erith  to  the  Kore  and  back.    Entries  dose  BCaj  31. 
2f,— Royal  Thames  Yacht  Clnb   Schooner  Match,  for  first  and  second 
class»  from  GraTesend  round  the  Moose  and  back  to  Qieenhitlieu 
Entries  close  June  15. 
Jolt  6. — Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  Match,  for  third  and  fourth  class,  from 
Erith  to  the  Chapman  and  back.    Entries  dose  Jono  28. 
tS,  U.— Boyal  Cork  Yaeht  Club  Regatta. 

20.<— Boyal  London  Yacht  Club  Match,  for  third  and  fourth  dass,  from 
Erith  to  Coal-honse  Foint  and  back  to  Greenirich.    Eutries  dooe 
July  19. 
A  uo«  9.— Boyal  Victoria  Yacht  Club  Regatta  commencRs. 


HIGH  WATER  TIDE  TABLE  FOR  APRIL. 


High  Water 

Lon.  Bridge 

icniom.  after. 


10|11 

11 

13 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

SO 

2] 

22 

28 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 


25.11     5 


10   0  35 


The  time  of  high  water  at  the  following  places  may  be  ascer- 
tained, bv  adding  to,  or  substracting  from,  the  time  at  London 
Bridge. 


Aberystwith 

Aldemey. 

Bantry  Bay ^ 

Bridlington 

Carmarthan 

Cork  Harbour 

Dartmouth 

Dudgeon  light... 
Eddystone  .......... 

Exmouth  Bar 

Falmouth 

Flamboro'  Head.. 
Guernsey  Pier.... 

HartlepooL 

Humber  Mouth.., 
Kinsale  Harbour 

Lands  End. 

Leith  Pier 

LynnBe^ 

Plymouth 

Swansea 

Torbay 

Waterford 

Weymouth 

Whitby  •••...« 

Amsterdam 

Ajitwerp 

Bourdeuz 

Cherbourg. , 

Hamburgh , 

Brest. 


h.    m. 

add  5    28 

4    38 

1  39 

2  23 

4  .  3 

2  23 

3  58 

5  23 
3 
4 
3 
2 
4 


1  38 

3  23 

2  23 

2  23 
0  15 

4  88 

3  26 
3  49 


3  58 

3  43 

4  23 

1  38 
0  53 

2  18 


3     53 
1     39 


h. 

Aberdeen sub      0  56 

Aldborough »  22 

Belfast 4  2 

Brighton 2  29 

Camarron 4  47 

Cowes 3  22 

Dublin  Bar 2  55 

Duhgeness 3  17 

Folkestone S  37 

Fordand,  North  ..  2  22 

Foreland.  South...  2  47 

Graresend 0  87 

Greenwich 0  20 

Harwich 2  37 

Howth  Harbour...  2  59 

Ipswich S  7 

Kentish  Knodc...  9  87 

Lowestoft 3  87 

Margate. S  2 

Nore  Light 0  58 

Portsmouth.. 2  27 

Sheemess 1  28 

Southampton 8  27 

Spithead 4  37 

Yarmouth  Road...  6  27 

Calais S  19 

Dieppe 8  2 

HsTre  de Grace...  4  15 

Ostende 1  12 

Honfleur 4  37 

New  York 6  7 


All  communications  to  be  addressed  to  6,  New  Church  Stnet,  N.W.  London. 

BUNT,  Printer,  6,  New  Church  Btrtet,  fCdgware  Ro«d,  N.W. 


HUNT'S 

YACHTmG  MAGAZINE. 


MAY,  1858. 


THE  FORTHCOMING  MATCHES. 

Mr.  Editob. — ^The  time  for  yacht  sailisg  and  other  aquatic  sports 
is  fiut  approaching,  and  a  few  introductory  remarks  respecting  the 
▼arioQS  regattas  and  matches  in  prospective  may  not  be  considered 
out  of  place  in  yonr  May  number ;  and  as  my  motive  for  so  doing  is 
to  bring  them  more  prominently  before  yacht  owners  than  is  now 
done  in  your  last  page,  my  brief  observations  each  month  may,  pro- 
bably be  acceptable  to  your  readers. 

That  aspifing  young  club,  «the  Prince  of  Wales,  was  the  first  to 
commence  the  season  on  the  1st  of  April,  with  a  trip  to  Erith,  and  if 
they  do  wait  until  the  seniors  have  fixed  the  dates  of  their  revels,  and 
then  take  the  lead,  its  merely  carrying  out  the  principle  of  the  rising 
p~  sration,  but  I  would  be  the  last  man  to  charge  the  ever-smiling 
eo  modore  of  the  P.W.Y.C.  of  being  desirous  of  hoisting  the  Lord 
H  ii  Admiral*%  flag  over  the  Thames  fleet.  On  the  8th  of  May, 
th  club  will  hold  its  first  nautical /e^,  when  we  may  expect  a  good 
at  idance  of  yachts.  It  is  announced  that  a  silver  model  of  H.R.H.^ 
th    Prince  of  Wales,  will  be  presented  for 'competition  during^he 
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seasoD,  by  Mr.  James  Benson,  of  Ludgate  Hill;  and  if  we  ma^  judge 
by  this  gentleman's  former  gifts  it  will  be  a  prize  worth  winning. 
Now,  Mr.  Editor,  you  cannot  object  to  such  specimens  of  the  '*  fine 
arts." 

On  the  22nd  of  May,  the  celebrated  A  1  club,  the  Boyal  Thames 
inaugurates  the  racing  season  with  matches  for  first  and  second  class 
yachts,  and  we  may  expect  a  glorious  brush,  if  Old  Boreas  will  only 
take  a  spell  at  the  bellows.  I  had  a  whisper — ^mind  only  a  whisper, 
that  a  new  crack  is  coming  out  of  Essex  :  she  is  building  by  Aldous 
of  Brightlingsea,  for  J.  11.  Kirby,  Esq.  Aldous  is  the  opposition 
smack  builder  to  Harvey  and  Son,  of  Wivenhoe  and  Ipswich.  He 
has  turned  out  very  fast  smacks  and  dredging^boats,  and  also  a  few 
yachts;  some  of  whicll  have  beaten  Harvey's.  Aldous  built  ])([r. 
Earby's  Violet,  and  the  new  yacht  is  to  be  upon  the  same  model,  but 
upon  rather  extended  lines,  i,e.  not  so  much  beam  in  proportion  to 
length.  She  is  said  to  be  in  a  fair  way  of  early  completion ;  and 
if  any  idea  is  to  be  gathered  from  her  appearance  on  the  stocks  will 
be  a  decided  clipper.  Her  tonnage  is  to  be  35  o.m.,  and  we  shall 
not  be  surprised,  considering  Mr.  Earby's  well-known  reputation  as 
a  yachtsman,  if  she  walks  oflF  with  the  chief  prize.  We  shall  be  very 
glad  to  welcome  a  new  35-tonner^  as  there  is  now  a  fine  field  open  for 
success  to  a  vessel  of  that  class*  both  here  and  in  the  Irish  waters 
Although  at  Cork  she  would  meet  with  the  Glance,  with  which  Mr. 
Bartlett  won  nearly  £650  in  1856,  the  vessel  woold  have'  a  good 
chance  Major  Longfield,  the  present  owner  of  the  Glance,  is  a 
racing  man»  but  he  will  need  an  Itchen  crew  to  get  the  speed  oat  of 
her  equal  to  her  prowess  when  she  first  appeared. 

Another  match  will  come  off  this  month  on  the  Thames,  viz.  the 
Ranelagh  Club,  one  of  the  above-bridge  class,  (so  called  because  the 
sphere  of  action  is  confined  to  Chelsea,  Battersea,  &c.)r  The  29th 
is  the  appointed  day,  and  a  good  entry  of  the  pretty  little  craf);  be- 
longing to  the  elub  is  expected.  These  matches  are  generally  well 
attended, — ^the  dult  provides  a  steam-boat  fi)r  the  accommodation  of 
the  members  and  their  Mends;  and  the  fair  sex  muster  in  strc 
S'^rce. 

^  For  the  month  of  June  several  matches  and  r^tfes  are  aires 
ippointed,  and  it  is  an  excellent  plan,  when  practicable,  to  advert 
-j^  dates  of  all  at  the  commencement  of  the  season,  yacht  ownt    • 
— ->hen  make  their  arrangements. — On  the  1st  is  the  Welline     i 
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Club  lOjOdi  (aooth^  of  the  above-liridge  minors).  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  is  Uie  patron,  and  gires  a  vsduable  priz6  to  the 
dab,  which  will  I  believe  be  open  to  all  small  yachts  under  certain 
roBtrictioos.  This  dub  sanctions  what  all  others  condemn,  namely, 
centre-boards.  Whether  it  will  be  advantageous  or  not  in  the  con- 
fined course  of  the  race  will  be  ascertained,  but  although  I  dislike 
such  madiines,  I  am  inclined  to  think  in  the  narrow  river  they  may 
be  of  some  benefit. 

On  the  5th  the  Birkenhead  Model  will  hoist  their  racing  flags  in 
competition.  The  matches  of  this  club  create  a  great  sensation*  in 
the  pleasure  navy  of  Liverpool,  for  therd  exists  a  laudable  rivalry 
with  the  members  to  produce  the  fastest  craft,  formed  on  the  best 
principles:  vessels  that  have  on  more  thui  otke  occasion  been  copied 
as  models  for  larger  craft.  The  most  beautiful  symmetry,  combined 
^th  great  speed  has  gained  for  this  chib  a  wide-world  &me<  Some 
new  clippers^will  be  brought  out  during  the  sesspn. 

We  have  the  Boyal  London's  first  match  arranged  for  the  7th,  by 
first  and  second  dass  yachts,  for  prizes  amounting  to  £1 15,  which 
will  be  divided  between  the  classes.  We  may  expect  our  old  &vorites 
the  Phantom  and  Thought,  for  without  them  there  seems  a  void  in 
the  innak  of  racing.  At  the  present  we  have  only  one  flag-officer — 
the  Commodore,  and  he  will  on  this  occasion  make  his  debui  on  the 
Thames  as  the  head  of  this  club,  /ind  I  make  no  doubt  of  a  joyous 
day,  wind  and  weather  permitting* 

On  the  22nd,  the  meet  celebrated  race  on  the  metropolitan  waters 
is  to  come  off,  namely,  the  schooner  n^atoh  of  the  Boyal  Thames 
Club.    To  win  this  prize  has  been  the  ambition  of  many  yacht  own^* 
ers,  and  it  is  still  sought  after.     On  referring  to  the  records  of  the 
dub  in  the  former  volumes  of  the  Yachting  Magazine^  I  find  the 
first  mention  of  a  match  exclusively  confined  to  schooners  to  be  on 
the  1st  of  June,  1853,  and  it  being  at  that  period  a  novelty  on  th^ 
lliames  great  was  the  interest  jnanifestcd  by  the  nauticals  generally. 
On  this  occasion  the  following  entered,  the  Vestal,  Rosalind,  Mayfly, 
!°">pho,  Violet,  and  Sverige,  (the  latter  the  Swedish  vessel  that  con- 
led  with  the  America  in  1852).     Some  dissatisfaction  was  felt 
he  awarding  the  prize  to  the  Rosalind.     In  the  following  year, 
>4),  at  a  meeting  it  was  decided  that  the  schooner  match  should 
ostponed  until  better  times.     Let  it  be  understood  it  was  not 
-ant  of  funds,  but  the  war  had  a  depressing  effect  on  the  yachtip   ' 
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community.  In  1855,  Jane  26th,  the  second  schooner  malih  came 
off,  and  the  Shark,  Mayfly,  and  Wildfire  sailed,  or  rather  drifted,  as* 
there  was  very  little  wind.  The  Shark  bore  oflf  the  prize.  In  1856, 
June  14th,  the  third  of  these  matches  brought  to  the  starting  place 
the  Lalla  Bookh,  Wildfire,  Vestal,  Sappho,  and  Aquiline.  There 
was  a  great  contrast  in  the  weather  to  that  of  last  year :  on  this  oc- 
casion there  was  at  times  hei^y  squalls,  with  a  turbulent  sea  as  they 
neared  the  Mouse,  and  after  a  well  sailed  race  the  Wildfire  was  tlie 
winner.  In  18579  June  19th,  two  prizes  were  given  for  schooners 
of  £he  first  and  second  class,  and  the  new  schooner  Zouave,  Mayfly, 
Aquiline,  Vestal,  and  Wildfire  oontended«  This  was  a  most  exciting 
and  beautiful  race  throughout,  and  more  particularly  at  the  finisli 
between  Vestal  and  Wildfire.  The  prizes  were  awarded  to  Zouave 
and  VestaL 

On  the  25th  June,  the  Clyde  Model  Club  commences  its  annual 
regattas,  and  I  understand  there  are  several  new  craft,  and  likely 
ones  too,  which  are  expected  to  race  on  this  occasion.  These  model 
yachtclubs  bid  &ir  to  hold  a  prominent  statioa  in  the  pleasure  navy, 
for  as  in  the  Birkenhead,  there  are  many  good  supporters  belonging 
to  it  who  are  owners  of  large  craft  in  the  Boyal  Clubs. 

Tenby  r^atta  is  announced  for  the  30th  of  June  and  2nd  of  July, 
and  an  excellent  bill  of  &re  is  promised ; — ^for  sailing  the  first  day, 
a  prize  of  £70,  fi>r  yachts  belonging  to  any  royal  club,  being  not  less 
than  40  tons ;  anchon  the  second  day  a  prize  of  £40,  for  yachts  be- 
longing to  any  royal  club,  not  exceeding  40  nor  less  than  15  tons. 
About  £30  will  be  distributed,  for  rowing  matches*  The  earnest 
manner  in  which  the  committee  have  commenced  their  proceedings 
will  meet  with  attention  from  yacht  owners,  mi  a  goodmeetii^  may 
be  expected. 

I  shall,  Mr.  Editor,  reserve  for  your  June  number  my  notice  of 
the  other  regattas  and  matches,  when  I  hope  there  will  be  a  greater 
number  to  be  disposed  of. 

Flying  Dutohkan. 

[Since  the  above  has  been  in  type  we  have  received  a  note  from  Mr.  Kii 
stating  the  tonnage  of  bis  new  yacht  to  be  40.  Our  correspondent  tberefi 
was  misinformed  when  told  she  was  35  tons.— Ed.  H.YMJ] 

tjwn 
^-  Hlir- 
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BT  BLUB  JACKET. 

.       A  SUMMER'S  CRUISE  IN  185— 

CHAPTER  IX. 

IsLK  or  Hah— I>ouaLA8  Bat— A  Squall  and  uit  or  mtbs— Modbrh  Flibta- 

Tiov— OB  A  Tabn  of  TUB  Thrbb  Suitobs— Ebpbgts  OF  Mahz  Bbaxdt— 

A   WUALB  031  board. 

At  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  we  rounded  the  north  end  of  Mooa's 
Isle,  and  the  wind  haviog  backed  round  to  the  nor^ard,  ^e  were  in  good 
hopes  of  finding  some  little  shelter  in  Douglas  Bay,  where  ne  purposed 
hringing-to,  so  we  b&wled  along  this  beautiful  ^ooast  of  the  proud  Isle, 
with  the  wind  increased  to  a  good  *'  capfull,"  as  the  looks  of  the  previous 
night  bad  indicated,  but  which  owing  to  our  running  before  it  we 
thought  little  of^  and  seemed  to  have  comparatively  smooth  water. 

Arrived  off  the  harbour  of  Douglas,  close  to  the  little  rock,  abreast  of 
its  entrance,  we  rounded  to  with  our  chain  duly  ranged  on  deck,  and  our 
anchor  ready  to  let  go^^-when  all  of  a  sudden,  at  least  as  it  seemed 
to  us,  we  found  ourselves  in  a  seaway  anything  but  inviting  to  ride  at 
anchor  in,  the  first  indication  being  a  heavy  plunge  followed  by  a  green 
sea  breaking  most  unceremoniously  right  over  our  bows,  to  the  conster- 
nation of  the  ladies,  who  were  on  deck  in  expectation  of  immediately 
going  on  shore!  Another  plunge  and  another  snifter  of  spray  and  salt 
water  waking  us  fore  and  aft»  n»  the  eyes  of  the  owner  and  skipper  met 
each  other^  induced  the  latter  to  observe, 

"  Thu  is  no  place  to  bring-to,  sir,  so  close  on  a  lee  shore!  " 

•*  No  more  it  is  Tom — ^hoist  away  the  jib  again.'' 

The  jib  was  immediately  hoisted,  but  by  this  time  we  had  got  stern 

way  on,  the  squall  whistling  through  us  as  tho'  it  meant  to  Hit  our 

baricie  clean  out  of  the  water,  and  make  a  short  cut  of  it  into  the  harbour 

over  the  ugly  rock  under  our  lee,  pier-head  and  all.     While  to  mend  the 

matter,  we  were  in  no  position  to  shorten  sail,  so  as  to  get  the  vessel 

in  anythiftg  like  working  trim,  and  it  did  seem  at  the  moment  as  tho^ 

our  whole  canvas  would  be  too  much  for  us  once  we  filled  on  her  ; — 

a  as  to  letting  go  the  anchor,  our  only  other  choice,  that  looked  just 

igly  a  chance  as  the  other— so  finding  she  would  not  pay  off  to  sea- 

d,  the  helm  was  shoved  hard  to  port  (having  stero  way  on)  which 

\  brought  her  head  round  on  the  other  tack,  although  within  most 

•  Contioued  from  p.  112.  ., 
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unpleasant  propinqiuty  to  the  "  ugly*'  rock  aforesiud.  At  tibia  moment 
by  some  misunderstanding  the  skipper  was  hoisting  away  ^all  hands"  on 
the  staysail,  which  was  making  yiolent  resbtance,  and  creating  greaft 
confusion. 

"  Avast  there,  and  lower  away  the  staysail — up  with  the  main  tadL.^ 

Slowly  she  begins  to  pay  o£^  and  actually  gathers  lieadway  ! — but 
oh  !  how  close  to  the  ugfy  island  rock  ! — now  the  helm  seems  begin- 
ning to  take  hold  of  her,  it  must  therefore  be  **  hit  or  miss'*  so — 

'<  Ready  about, — ^let  go  the  jibTsheet'* 

Down  goes  the  helm— afb  with  the  main  sheet  every  inch,  and  the 
jib  shoved  out  to  windward* 

No  miss! — thank  Qod,  round  she  comes!  slowly  but  surely t — and 
now  its  ^'ease  off  the  jib-sheet;"— gently!  gently!  let  draw. 

And  we  are  clear! — ay,  only  just  clear I-— for  a  dose  shave  it  waff— - 
a  veritable  **  hit  or  miss!*' 

By  this  time  the  squall  had  passed  over  us,  and  af^  standing  out 
into  the  bay»  a  council  of  war  was  hdd  as  to  further  proceedings.  It 
would  be  evening  before  we  should  have  water  to  enter  the  harbour,  and 
as  to  giving  up  altogether  our  intended  visit  on  shore,  and  standing  on 
for  Kingstown,  whither  we  were  bound,  the  idea  of  being  beat  off  in  this 
style  was  by  no  means  agreeable: — so  at  length  having  resdved  to  make 
g^ood  our  origind  intention  by  hook  or  by  crook,  we  made  two  or  .three 
stretches  to  windward^  getting  under  the  land  on  the  north  side  of  die 
bay,  where  we  let  go  our  anchor  and  paid  out  a  goodly  length  of  chain; 
housed  our  topmasts  and  made  all  as  snug  as  we  could,  yet  with  every- 
thing in  order  for  a  cut-and-run  business  in  case  it  should  be  found'neoee- 
sary  to  slip  and  stand  out  to,sea. 

The  gig,  though  not  without  some  difficdty,  was  lowered,  and  soon 
there  sat  on  board  of  her  those  that  sooth  to  say,  were  not  over  and 
above  sorry  to  exchange  the  unsteady  decks  of  the  good  little  Wildflower 
for  the  bright  sunny  shores  of  Mona's  fiur  Isle. 

Our  landing  on  the  h^ach  was  not  so  easily  effected,  but  we  were  soon 
safe  on  share,  and  the  gig  launched  out  again  through  the  surf,  all  handa 
remaining  strictly  on  board  in  case  of  our  anchor  not  holding,  or  the 
wind  shifting  round  to  the  eastward,  and  making  the  place  too  hot 
for  the  little  craft  to  ride  in  safety.     Happily  ndther  event  took  place, 
and  in  the  evening  we  brought  the  yacht  into  the  harbour,  at  the  e 
tremd  upper  end  of  which  she  was  berthed,  against  a  somewhat  roug 
quay  wdl,  but  in  perfect  safety,  and  with  every  kind  attention  from  r' 
harboar-master.  * 

_  Our  proceedings  in  the  bay,  and  the  dose  acquaintance  we  hai 

^ned  with  the  rock  near  the  harbour  mouth,  had  evidently  attracted 
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eomidenble  atteouon  amongst  the  ^*  natiyeB"  on  shore,  and  our  landing 
on  the  beach  was  effected  under  a  similar  degree  of  interest^  which  was 
fnllj  maintained  until  we  were  estabiislied  at  the  hotel;  of  course  the 
'K^astle  Mona,"  so  ezquisitel j  situated  amongst  its  beautiful  shrubberieSi 
and  lofty  wooded  back  ground;  lifting  so  proudly  its  castellated  walls 
'*  From  out  a  glossy  bower  of  coolest  foliage/' 

crow4ing  one's  memory  with  the  pleasing  imagery  of  byegone  days, 
when  this  bir  regal  isle  had  her  kings  and  queens  to  boast  of,  and  where 
the  bold  young  **  Peveril  *of  the  Peak**  risqued  life  and  limb  in  the 
serrices  of  loyalty  and  Idyel 

Bight  noble  services  in  sooth  t  and  not  less  so  I  wot  in  these  utilita- 
rian unromaotie  days  of  steam,  rail,  and  £•  s*  d.^^^^tempora  mtUantur^* 
'tis  true,  but  not  so  the  loyaUy  of  brave  hearts,  which  still  beat  as  true 
to  oar  beloved  Queen  as  they  could  have  doue  in  the  good  old  days  of 
obivalry  and  romance;  not  so  the  love  of  youthful  hearts,  which  still  can 
throb  as  wildly  and  as  fondly  as  in  the  days  of  Julian  Peveril,  and 
sweet  Alice  Bridgeworth;  aye,  that  they  cait,  but  do  they?  that's  the 
qneetioDl  a  question  we  will  not  presume  to  answer;  however  we  may 
attempt  to  elucidate  its  solution  by  the  following  true  story  of  a  modem 
flirtation  which  took  place  under  the  roof,  (and  doubtless  amongst  the 
love  inspiring  dirubberies)  of  this  same  "  Castle  Mona'^  Hotel,  the  de- 
amtemeni  of  which  occurred  about  the  very  time  of  our  ymt  m  186 — 

"  Once  upon  a  time"  to  use  the  stereotyped  opening  of  a  "yam," 
pmongst  the  many  fair  visitors  at  the  **  Castle  Mona"  Hotel,  was  one 
whose  yonthful  beauty  attracted  as  usual  a  host  of  admirers;  their  name 
WM  *' Legion;"  but  our  "yam"  has  only  to  do  with  three  c^  them  whose 
admiration  had  matured  itself  into  the  character  of  ''suitors,"  and 
adopting  the  method  pursued  in  Algebraic  formula,  of  sending  the  first 
letters  ^  the  Alphabet,  A,  B,  C,  &c.,  in  search  of  the  unknown  quan- 
tities usually  represented  by  the  final  letters,  X,  Y,  Z,  we  shall  designate 
the  soitors  as  Mr.  A——,  Mr.  B^-*,  and  Mr.  C— — ,  the  unknown 
quantity  or  beauty  sought  for,  being  represented  as  Miss  X——. 

Onr  charming  heroine  at  the  time  of  her  visit  to  Douglas,  accompa- 
nied by  her  no  less  charming*  mamma,  was  engaged  to  Mr.  A.,  then  in 
*     Ion,  but  assiduous,  (as  the  Douglas  post  office  returns  could  testify) 
!orresp6ndence  with  hb  fair  **  fiancee;"  this  correspondence  being 

aown  to  suitor  No.  2  or  Mr.  B ^  who  therefore,  unenlightened 

iie^subject  by  la  belle  fiancee^  proposed  in  due  form,  and — was  ac- 
«d;*— called  away  however  by  duty  for  a  season  from  the  island,  he 
was  found  to  be  an  equally  assiduous  correspondent  with  Mr.  A——, 
^ur  doubly  engaged  Ukr  one  had  thus  double  epistolary  duty  to  pi»g 
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form,  for  be  it  known  that  altho'  No.  2  was  accepted,  No.  1.  was  by  no 

means  as  yet  rejected. 

Matters  were  in  this  state,  when  rumours  went  abroad  amongst  the 
inmates  of  the  Hotel,  that  an  agreeable  addition  to  their  society  was 
expected  shortly  in  the  shape  of  a  young  yachtsman  about  to  visit 
Douglas  in  his  yacht,  handsome  and  rich  withall:  of  course  such  an  an- 
nouncement as  this,  however  agreeable  to  the  disengaged  £Eur  ones  of 
the  "  Castle  Mona  "  circle  could  not  in  any  way  affect  our  *'  dattble 
fianeee^^  at  least  so  the  Alice  Bridgeworth  qf  byegone  days  would  have 
declared;  but  as  we  have  elsewhere  said  "  tempora  mutantur^^  and  now 
as  to  how  the  news  effected  Miss  X*—   <<  nous  allans  voir,** 

The  two  accepted  suitoiss  were  still  absent  when  the  N  yacht 

displayed  her  snowy  canvas  in  the  bay,  and  her  owner  made  his  appear- 
ance at  the  Casde  Mona.  We  have  elsewhere  expressed  an  opinion  on 
the  subject  of  yacht-deck  flirtations,  and  it  would  appear  that  the  fair 
Mss  X«—  was  now  pretty  much  in  our  way  of  thinking,  for  she  made 

no  hesitation  in  declaring  one  lovely  evening  on  board  the  N ,  where 

the  gallant  owner  was  entertuning  a  party,  that  she  thought  the  even- 
ing just  spent  **  a  most  charmmg  one."  But  what  this  fickle  fair  one 
said  was  nothing  to  what  her  bright  sparkling  eyes  declared,  in  one  of 
thw  speakmg  ghinces  to  the  enraptured  owner.  Be  this  as  it  may,  that 
declaration  and  that  glance,  were  duly  registered  by  a  friend  of  the  ab* 

sent  suitor  Mr.  B ^  and  as  duly  reported  to  him  with  the  excellent 

advice  that  if  he  wished  to  secure  his  fair  prize,  the  sooner  he  returned 
to  the  scene  of  action  the  better. 

It  was  the  very  evening  on  which  the  alarmed  Mr.   B—  was  ex- 
pected to  arrive  that  the  capricious  beauty  might  be  seen  alone  on  that 
well  known  rustic  seat  in  a  oertsdn  secluded  part  of  the  hotel  grounds,  the 
seat /7ar  excellence^  which,  could  it  tell  its  own  tale,  would  speak  of  many 
youthful  vows, — some  kept,  some  broken; — alone,— but  not  ibr  long^, 
as  the  gallant  yachtsman  in  his  smartest  jacket  and  gayest  set  of  Club 
buttons,  might  be  seen  approaching  at  no  great  distance; — and  if  the 
truth  must  be  told,  not  a  shadow  of  a  sigh  escaped  from  the  fair  one,  as 
she  hastily  folded  up  the  last  of  two  letters  which  she  had  been  perus- 
ing, and  placed  them  together  where  Uufies  often  place  such  things  as 
**  biUeU-dowtT  and  where  the  beatings  of  her  heart— if  she  had  one* 
must  throb  against  both  her  accepted  suitors*  letters!  at  one  and  t 
same  time! — ^for  these  two  letters  had  just  been  received,  the  one  fro 
Mr.  A—  urging  his  fair   "fianc^'*  to  name  the  happy  day  ; — tL 
other  from  Mr.  B  announcing  his  return,  for  that  very  evening! 

"  You  know,  my  dearest,"  (writes  victim  No.  1,)   <*  how  patiently 
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hmve  waited,  how  fitithfblly  I  have  obeyed  your  every  wUh  in  this  respect, 
yet  how  impetaously  my  poor  heart  throbs  and  ardently  longs  for  that 
happy  day,  in  which  the  only  treasure  of  my  life  shall  become  my  very 
own  !  I  write  by  thb  same  post  to  your  dear  mamma,  who  knows  that 
nothing  now  remains  to  be  arranged,  of  all  those  horridly  annoying 
preliminariea  to  our  happiness,  and  I  trust  she  will  join  with  me  in  urging 
yon  to  be  no  longer  cruel,  but  at  once  to  fulfil  the  sweet  promise  you 
made  me  in  your  last  letter,  that  your  next  would  name  the  blissful  day 
that  gives  me  the  hand,  as  you  have  already  bestowed  that  dear  heart 
of  hearts,  on 

^  Tour  ever  devoted  loving  future  husband, 

«A " 

Fretiy  well  this  for  victim  No.  1 ,  and  what  says  victim  No.  2. 

'*  So  you  are  angry  with  me  dearest  for  doubting  your  affection,  which 
you  so  sweetly  say  "  is  nnchangeablef  *— -but  you  must  not  blame  me  for 
trembling  as  I  do  at  the  very  thought  of  losbg  what  it  would  be  worse 
than  death  to  me  now  to  lose-Hind  the  cruel  thought  did  cross  my 
amdons  heart  on  receiving  your  last,  in  which  you  gave  such  a  glowing 

description  (^  the  happy  evening  you  had  spent  on  board  Mr.  C 's 

yacht— >fQr  you  know  dear  one,  that  love  like  mine  is  ever  exacting,  and 
although  your  kind  sweet  words  of  assurance  that  you  could  "  never 
change*'  your  too  precious  affection; — ^still  you  are  so  sure  to  be  loved 
by  all  who  see  you  and  know  your  inexpressible  worth,  that  you  must 
not  be  angiy  with  me  for  loving  you  too  much  ;  and  believe  me  dearest, 
that  my  heart  tells  me  I  can  trust  you  now  and  for  ever— >alas  !  how  sad 
were  it  otherwise,  for  my  heart  would  break  indeed  if  it  could  not  rest 
with  implicit  confidence  on  that  affection  which,  however  unmerited  on 
my  part»  could  alone  have  led  you  to  bestow  your  loving  heart  and  fair 
hand  on  my  poor  happy,  thrice  happy  self ! 

"  Adieu  dearest— On  Thursday  evening  next  I  hope  to  be  at  your  side, 
and  hear  those  blissful  words  again,  and  in  my  loved  one's  sweetest 
accents  **je  faime/*  and  of  one  thing  you  may  rest  assured,  that  never 
shall  I  doubt  again  those  truthful  eyes  and  loving  heart  of  thine— ray  . 
own  sweet  wife,  adieu. 

**  Your  affectionate  loving 

"  B r 

O  tempora  O  more$r — ''  truth"  we  have  heard  it  often  said,  and  said 
li  teason  too-—"  is  stranger  than  fiction  ;'*— but  whether  it  is  or  no, 
le  Reminiscences  if  they  should  merit  nothing  more,  at  least  lay  claim 

truthfulnees ;  and  it  is  therefore  not  without  regret  fair  reader,  that 
are  compelled  to  record  what  took  place  afier  these  two  glowing 

so.  5.— VOJk  VII.  T 
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epistles  were  folded  and  placed  next  the  heart  of  this  algebraical  "quan- 
tity" of  beauty. 

<'  And  what  did  take  place  after  all  ?**  my  £ur  readers  (if  blessed  with 
any  such)  will  naturally  ask.  Brief  then^  the  yachtsman  Mr.  C 
proposed  there  and  then!  the  fair  pne  started«-not  with  astonishment^ — 
only  at  the  rustling  sound  of  two  letters  next  her  heart,  which  rustled 
still  more  as  the  happy  lover  pressed  her  to  his  enraptured  breast  I— his 
Affianced  Bride  1 1 

But  little  more  remains  to  be  told — the  ardent  Mr.  B  duly  arrived* 
and  it  was  remarked  by  every  one  that  as  the  capricious  fair  one  sat  that 
night  between  her  two  accepted  suitorsy  answering  in  whispered  accents 
of  love,  to  each  in  their  turn! — ^turning  off  the  wrathfol  threatenings  of 
each  to  the  other,  by  her  tact  and  irresistible  glances  bestowed  on 
both  ! — ^that  never  did  she  look  more  fascinating  or  more  supremely 
hi^py  ! 

The  parties  soon  left  Douglas,  and  on  more  than  one  occasion  the 
trebly  affianced  bride  was  known  to  have  three  small  suspi<nous  looking 
notes  near  her  heart,  instead  of  two  !  which  most  fair  ones  would  think 
enough  !  Whether  any  accession  of  accepted  suitors  took  place  in  the 
mean  time  we  know  not,  we  only  know  that  in  some  six  months  after 
their  visit  to  the  Castle  Mona  hotel,  the  gallant  yachtsman  was  united 
for  life  to  the  feir  Miss  X—-—,  and  let  those  who  choose  to  speculate 
on  such  things  account  for  the  fact  as  they  please,— -it  is  nevertheless  a 
f&ct,  that  a  happier  couple  or  a  better,  truer  *'  British  wife"  it  has  nev^ 
been  our  lot  to  see  !— €md  yet  for  all  that,  we  are  old  fashioned  enough 
to  give  a  preference  to  the  heart  that  could  be  satisfied  with  less  than 
three  accepted  suitors  at  one  and  the  same  time  ! 

Dry  harbours,  ^ftho'  snug  enough  at  a  chance  time  to  get  into  out  of 
a  gale  of  wind,  are  at  all  times  my  abhorrence ;  and  Douglas  while  dry 
enough  as  regards  the  berthing  of  the  ship,  has  the  additional  disadvan- 
tage of  being  anything  but  a  dry  harbour  as  regards  the  crew,  who  find 
it  wet  enough  in  the  way  of  extra  grog,  unless  strictly  looked  after, 
and  kept  on  short  allowance  of  shore-leave  and  pocket  money.  Not 
that  on  this  visit  I  had  any  great  reason  to  complain,  for  we  left  the  port 
with  "  all  hands"  sober,  save  one,  and  that  one  no  less  a  personage  to  my 
regret  and  surprbe  than  our  skipper — Tom  White  himself  !  His  first 
and  last  appearance  in  this  character;  but  developed  in  so  sudden  and 
singular  manner  that,  although  he  himself  never  hinted  at  such  a  thing, 
I  felt  more  than  once  impressed  with  the  idea  that  by  some  means  or 
other  his  obfiiscation  must  have  been  connived  at  by  others.  Within  half 
an  hour  of  our  starting,  indeed  I  might  almost  say,  at  the  very  moment 
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we  begsa  to  leave  our  berth,  and  haul  off,  Tom  White  was  perfectly 
iober;  but  in  leas  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  occupied  in  warping  and 
towing  to  the  pier  head,  a  change  had  eridently  "  come  o*er  the  spirit  of 
his  dream/*  There  he  stood  apparently  absorbed  in  some  ^^ideefixe^^ 
bis  attention  riyetted  on  some  particular  block  or  rope  aloft,  and  giving 
orders  very  qoietlyy  but  of  course,  diametrically  opposed  to  those  which 
ought  to  have  been  given,  for  getting  safely  underway; — instantly  the 
troth  flashed  across  my  mind,  but  totally  taken  aback  by  the  bare  suppo- 
sitkm,  I  tried  him  first  by  stepping  forward  and  looking  him  very  hard 
lo  the  fiiee,-^as!  there  was  no  mistake! — ^the  Manx  brandy  or  some 
other  equally  potent  spirit  had  done  its  work,  and  Tom  was — ^nowhere! 
for  the  instant  I  had  completed  my  scrutinizing  glance,  and  indicated  by 
a  sort  of  universal  sign-post  movement,  the  way  to  the  fore-scuttle — he 
disappeared  below,  but  not  before  catching  the  only  words  I  uttered  on 
the  occasion,  viz:  ''stay  below  till  I  send  for  you^'-Hind  below  he  did 
stay  in  strict  obedience  to  orders,  for  it  was  not  until  next  day,  just 
twenty-four  hours  after,  that  he  received  and  answered  my  summons  to 
appear  on  deck  I 

Notwithstanding  this  unpleasant  little  eaniretempi,  which  happened 
josr  as  we  weve  on  the  qui  vive  of  clearing  the  pier  head,  and  setting 
sail,  we  managed  to  get  underway  all  right,  and  although  little  or 
nothing  of  it,  the  wind  was  tolerably  fair  for  Kingstown  ;«-K>nce  clear  ol 
the  island,  however,  it  foil  a  dead  calm,  with  such  oppressively  hot,  low- 
ering, blood  red,  fiery  looking  skies,  as  we  had  never  seen  before. 

It  was  during  this  crushing  solemn  sort  of  calm,  that  we  were  attracted 
by  the  splash  and  blowing  noise  of  a  huge  grampus,  or  whale,  but  what- 
ever it  was,  the  ose,  when  seen  in  such  a  flat  oalm  and  pecoUar  state  of 
the  atmosphere,  seemed  to  be  something  enormous  :— in  a  trice  the  gig 
was  lowered  and  hurriedly  manned  ;  a  log-line  to  answer  the  purpose 
of  a  whale-line  thrown  on  board  ;  with  harpoons,  lances,  &c.  all  ready 
for  the  monster's  capture;  but  much  to  our  annoyance  not  a  bit  of  him 
was  to  be  seen  from  the  time  the  gig  shoved  off,  and  after  about  aa 
hoar's  fruitless  patience  we  eame  alongside  again;— -all  was  quiet  ooee 
more,  the  same  unearthly  stillness  continued  around  us,  and  the  crew 
were  mostly  below,  but  the  gig  kept  alongside  in  case  our  exciting  (nend 
should  again  shew  himself.  A  pin  dropped  on  deck  would  have  sum- 
moned us  all  to  the  pursuit: — how  much  more  readily  then  were  we  sum- 
moned by  the  exciting  cry  from  the  ladies  on  deck,  of,— '<  The  whale!  the 
whale!  here  it  is  again!"  accompanid  by  a  thundering  roar  that  eertaml^r 
could  come  from  nothing  less  than  a  whale! 

Quick  as  thought  all  hands  tumbled  up  on  deck,  and  as  quickly 
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jumped  into  the  gig,  listening  in  breathless  expectation  fur  the  monster's 
re-appearance;  but  we  neither  saw  nor  heard  any  indication  of  his  pro- 
pinquity, nor  could  we  ascertain  anything  as  to  the  direction  in  which 
he  was  last  seen,  the  ladies  not  having  seen,  but  only  keard  him,  as  in 
truth  we  all  did. 

Now  every  ear  was  strained,  and  every  eye  on  the  look  out;  ^I  heard 
him!"  sa)  8  one: — ''  Where?  where?"  whispers  another,  expectation  is  on 
the  utmost  stretch  when — "  inrr-rr-rr-rr!  ingh-ngh-ngh!  **  came  a  roar- 
ing noise  from  right  under  our  bows,  in  protracted  unearthly  sounds^ 
ending  with  a  snorting  blow  o£^  equal  to  the  first  efforts  of  |i  locom^otive, 
which  made  the  ladies  once  more  cry  out — 

"  There  it  is— the  same  .noise  again! " 

The  gig  was  suddenly  shoved  round  to  our  bows,  from  whence  the 
sound  proceeded;  while  others  on  deck  rushed  forward,  and  met— not 
the  whale!  bat  one  of  the  crew  starting  up  from  behind  the  windlass 
where  he  had  been  indulging  in  a  very  profound  siesta,  and  horn  whose 
stentorian  nasal  organ  had  just  been  emitted  the  thundering  snores^ 
which  were  mistaken  for  the  sea  monster^s  music! 


THE  AUSTRIAN  STEAM-YACHT  FANTAfflE. 

This  beaatifbl  vessel  intended  as  a  present  from  the  Emperor  of  Austria  to 
his  brother,  the  Grand  Duke  Maximilian,  has  been  constructed  by  the  Thames 
Shipbuilding  Company,  from  desi^s  by  Mr.  James  Aih,  and  is  propelled  by 
engines  of  120  horse  nominal  power,  made  on  the  crunk  principle,  hj  the  Messrs. 
George  Rennie  and  Sons,  of  South wark;  and  the  following  are  her  principal 
dimensions  : — ^Length  between  perpendiculars,  180  feet ;  length  on  keel  for 
tonnage,  lS9ft.  2-fm.;  breadth  for  tonnage,  18  feet ;  depth  of  hold  11  ft;  burden 
in  tons,  291  56-94ths.  The  Fantasie  herself  is,  without  ezoeptlon,  the  most 
perfect  model  of  nautical  beauty  that  has  yet  appeared  in  the  Thames,  and  is 
of  finer  lines  than  are  possessed  by  the  celebrated  Dover  and  Ostend  mailpacket 
Prince  Frederick  William,  one  of  the  fastest  boats  in  the  world.  Her  internal 
accommodations  are  wonderfdl  for  their  economy  of  space,  and  are  most  taste- 
A1II7  fhmished  and  decorated  hy  Messrs.  Taylor,  of  the  Dover  Bead.  The  alter 
cabins  for  the  use  of  the  Grand  Duke  and  Duchess  include  a  splendid  saloon, 
sixteen  feet  square,  with  couches  on  each  side,  and  mirrors  at  either  end,  with 
sleeping  cabinets,  library,  and  bath-rooms  for  their  use,  and  other  apartments 
for  the  convenience  of  their  suite,  the  whole  of  which  are  tastefully  ornamented 
in  white  enamel  and  gold ;  a  handsome  staircase  leads  to  a  house  on  the  deck, 
from  which  a  good  look-out  may  be  obtained,  or  as  a  refiige  in  bad  weather. 
Thefore*part  of  the  vessel,  before  the  engine  room,  includes  the  captain  and 
officers' cabins,  and  good  saloon,  all  fitted  with  mahogany  and  maple- wood; 
Ibrward  of  these  are  accommodations  for  the  yacht's  crew  ;  at  her  quarters  she 
carries  two  beautifiilly  modelled  cutters,  each  twenty-five  feet  long,  built  by 
the  Messrs.  Searle,  of  Stangate,  and  fitted  with  Clifford's  successful  boat- 
lowering  apparatus. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

"  How  ardently  his  boiom  burned 
When  hij  flrat  rane  jonng  Frithiof  learned, 
A  monarch's  bliss  to  his  was  naught, 
Wlusn  his  first  rune  he  Ing^rg  taught. 

How  proad  with  her  he  seemed  to  be 
When  sailing  o'er  the  dark  blue  sea; 
How  happ7  when  by  that  small  hand 
EUlda's  snowy  sails  were  fanned," 

F&itbiof's  Saga. 

About  six  in  the  evemng  of  Monday,  20th  of  July,  we  retamed  to 
the  yacht  after  oar  visit  to  the  VOring  Fos0,  very  much  pleased  and  not 
a  little  wearied.  But  for  the  indisposition  of  one  of  our  party  we  should 
probably  have  devoted  the  next  day,  to  an  attempt  on  the  SalmomdcB 
freqnenUng  the  river  of  Vik,  although  we  had  but  little  encouragement 
to  do  so.  Some  young  Oxford  men  residing  at  the  inn  haring  flogged 
it  in  vmn  for  one  entire  day.  I  am  but  a  poor  disciple  of  quaint  old 
Isaac^  and  of  but  little  authority  in  the  piscatory  art|  but  in  my  opinion 
there  was  a  great  deal  too  much  snow  water  in  the  river,  even  at  this 
late  period  of  the  season  to  g^ve  much  hopes  of  success.  We  were 
however,  assured  by  the  natives  that  numerous  salmon  were  in  the  river. 
In  character  it  much  resembles  the  rivers  Ewe  and  Ness,  two  of  the  best 
salmon  streams  in  Scotland.  All  three  are  limited  to  a  course  of  some 
two  or  three  miles,  each  coming  from  its  respective  lake,  like  Minerva 
from  the  head  of  Jove,  full  grown,  and  each  after  a  short  but  rough 
journey  over  its  rocky  bed,  dischargmg  itself  into  the  sea.  Numerous 
traps  of  various  kinds  along  its  banks  and  in  its  channel  shewed  that  the 
natives  at  all  events  expect  salmon,  and  doubtless  at  the  right  season 
good  fishing  may  be  found  in  this  river. 

We  heard  of  no  demand  for  rent  being  made,  and  there  seemed  to  be 
neither  let  nor  hindrance  in  the  way  of  fishing  either  the  river  or  the 
lake  of  Ssbo,  from  which  it  flows,  and  where  we  were  told  fish  were 
]  intifol.  Angling  as  a  sport  the  Norwegians  do  not  seem  to  under- 
I  Qd,  we  saw  nothing  which  could  be  denominated  a  fishing  rod,  even 
<  the  rudest  description.  In  every  cottage  a  fowling  piece,  generally 
1  y  ill  kept,  with  a  tremendous  long  barrel,  and  a  nearly  equally  long 
i  ck,  and  between  the  two  of  a  preternatural  weight  was  to  be  found, 
Continued  from  p.  133. 
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and  was  always  exhibited  as  a  weapon  of  deadliest  aim  against  the  bears, 
but  implements  either  for  river  or  sea-fishing  I  could  not  detect  In- 
deed I  believe  all  the  fish  in  the  Rivers  and  Fiords  to  boot  would  not 
tempt  a  Norwegian  to  bother  himself  with  lines  and  flies  so  long  as 
devices  can  be  found  which  will  enable  a  fish  to  compass  its  own  des- 
truction, and  thus  save  him  anj  trouble  beyond  lifting  the  unhappy 
wretch  out  of  the  trap,  where  it  has  in  all  probability  already  committed 
felo'de'9e. 

On  the  2l8t  we  tried  to  leave  Vik^  but  a  total  want  of  wind  prevented 
our  getting  beyond  a  mile  down  the  fiord.  It  rained  heavily  nearly  all 
day,  and  the  only  relief  we  had  from  the  monotony  of  a  dense  fog  was 
in  watching  the  heavy  wreaths  of  mbt  rolling  up  the  steep  mountain 
sides,  if  by  chance  the  atmosphere  cleared  for  a  minute  or  two.  In  the 
ciBkbin  finishing  sketches  of  the  VOring  Foss  was  the  chief  amusement, 
while  on  deck  the  erew  had  a  capital  fishing  of  whitings  and  haddocks, 
even  although  the  water  alongside  was  so  fresh  that  we  had  been  able 
to  use  it  fer  cnBnary  purposes*  In  the  evening  we  were  obliged  to  tow 
the  cutter  back  to  Vik,  where  we  came  to  in  our  old  berth,  but  by  no 
means  in  our  former  security. 

It  may  seem  an  Irishism,  Hibemieis  tpsia  Bibemior  to  say,  that  the 
last  pipe  of  the  night  is  the  best  of  the  day,  yet  it  is  a  truth  notwith- 
standing, and  my  appreciation  of  it  as  such  saved  the  yacht  from  des- 
truction on  this  occasion.  The  dull  damp  day  had  given  place  to  a  fair 
but  blowing  blustering  night,  and  I  was  suiprised  on  coming  on  deck 
for  the  purpose  indicated  above  to  find  the  cutter  close  in  shore ;  on 
trying  the  depth  I  found  she  had  only  a  couple  of  feet  to  spare^  and  when 
we  had  brought  up  she  had  20  fathoms  under  her.  Rousing  the  crew 
we  got  a  hedge  out  and  making  sail  upon  her  immediately  had  her 
under  command  just  as  the  heel  was  touching  the  rock.  In  Umshing 
her  out  of  the  bight  we  had  drifted  into,  we  had  to  pass  very  fbu!  ground 
near  the  river's  mouth,  and  I  momentarily  looked  for  her  striking;  but 
we  had  to  carry  on  till  she  gathered  way  for  stays,  and  luckily  we  passed 
scatheless  through  these  dangers,  and  after  recovering  a  sufficient  offing, 
brought  her  to  with  60  fiithoms  of  chain  out  A  foul  anchor,  a  frequent 
contingency  after  coming  to  in  a  calm,  was  the  cause  of  all  this  bother- 
ation, which  it  took  us  the  best  part  of  the  night  to  get  over. 

The  morning  of  the  22nd  opened  well,  and  after  some  little  delay  in 
getting  our  warp  and  hedge,  which  we  had  let  go  in  getting  under-way 
last  night,  we  started.  Some  light  spar  had  been  made  fisst  to  it,  which 
not  being  able  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  wet  rope; — spar,  warp,  and  all 
were  in  the  morning  invisible.     We  knew  well  enough  where  it  ought 
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to  he,  and  a  &w  caeis  of  a  grapuel  soon  brought  it  to  the  surface.  The 
wind  was  up  the  fiord  all  day,  and  it  took  us  till  nightfall  to  beat  down 
to  the  Islaud  of  Varaldsoe  near  the  entrance  of  the  Mttranger  Fiord. 
Of  all  modes  of  viewing  soen^  commend  me  to  beating  down  a  lake 
or  fiord  in  a  yacht.  Nearing  each  side  alternately  you  see  the  beauties 
of  both  equally  well»  and  you  have  eadi  tree,  each  rocky  each  waterfall, 
presented  in  such  a  variety  of  positions  as  you  pursue  your  sigsag  course, 
thai  you  are  certain  to  have  an  opportunity  of  selecting  the  most  fiivour- 
able.  All  yachtsmen  who  are  true  lovers  of  the  piotnresque,  must 
eootinae  to  allure  steam.  The  bull-headed  obstinacy  of  the  screw  sends 
you  ahead  on  a  straight  undeviating  course^  which  prevail  you  detect* 
log  where  the  pvetty  bits  oi  scenery  hark,  and  then  the  smell  of  oil,  the 
heat  of  steam,  and  the  dirt  of  soot  distract  your  attention  too  much  to 
enable  you  to  spare  time  to  admire  Nature.  In  the  wake  of  a  fiinnel 
tiiere  are  too  many  Nocks  to  be  avoided  to  giy«  you  much  Ume  to  look 
fixr  beautiu.  When  I  hear  of  yachtsmen  (as  one  too  often  does  now-a« 
^J^)  S®^^^^  steam  yachts  built^  ox  still  worse,  screws  put  in  the  tails 
of  their  old  ones,  I  am  reminded  of  the  answer  made  by  a  gaiknt 
captain  of  one  of  the  steamers  of  the  Baltic  fleet.  It  was  the  first 
steamer  he  had  ever  commandedt  and  when  Her  Majesty  summoned 
him  on  board  the  Fairy  at  SpidMad  to  bid  him  God's  qpeed,  'ere  he  de- 
parted  on  his  voyage,  she  wi&  her  usual  tact  remembering  this  fact, 
and:  "  Well  Captain  B.  how  do  you  like  a  steamer?"  "  Please  your 
Majesty,''  said  Captain  B.  with  that  bluff  honarty  which  so  well  befiU 
the  Eng&h  sailor,  <<  I  don't  Iflce  it  at  all,  I  kava  nevar  bit  clean  sinee 
I  have  been  aboard  of  one."  Steam  is  all  very  well  when  f(^ks  are  in  a 
bnry,  bat  men  going  a  yachting  should  never  be  tied  to  time. 

At  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  38rd  we  were  off  Betelem's  haven 
wlienee  we  got  our  ancient  Palbums  on  the  evening  of  the  17th.     I 
laney  the  old  man  seldom  deserted  his  household  gods  iof  so  long  a 
season,  lor  many  a  wistful  look  gave  he  to  the  shore 
<^Wfaea  he  saw  on  Psiatinas 
The  white  peroh  ef  Us  hotas." 

At  this  pobt  inslsad  of  continmng  down  the  Biimmel  Fiord  we  turned 
off  to  the  right  through  Stok  Suad,  steering  nearly  due  north  towards 
~  o^a.  Tlus  is  the  usual  course  for  vessels  from  the  upper  portion  of 
\  Haidaiiger  bound  to  Bergen.  Why  it  should  be  eo  I  cannot  wdl 
I,  a  much  nearer  course  would  be  between  the  Island  of  Lysnaes  and 
>  aoainland,  through  the  Rtrand^  Fiord  and  the  Biome  or  Bear  Fiord. 
ia  singular  that  no  surveys  of  the  Norwegian  Fiords  have  ever  been 
ide,  or  if  made,  the  results  have  at  all  events  never  been  pubfished* 
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When  the  pilot  was  asked,  i^hy  there  were  no  charts  of  the  fiords  to  be 
had?  the  only  reason  he  could  give  was  that  if  they  were  to  be  had  no 
body  would  employ  a  pilot  Indeed,  as  it  is  I  don't  think  a  pilot  very 
necessary,  these  fiords  like  the  lochs  of  the  West  Highlands  are  all  deep 
water  with  few  hidden  dangers  of  any  kind,  and  the  only  difficulty  is  to 
know  when  to  take  the  right  turn  amid  the  innumerable  chimnels  and 
sounds  which  present  themselves.  There  are,  however,  generally  plenty 
of  vessels  going  the  same  way,  and  you  can  generally  select  the  neaveat 
route  by  following  their  lead. 

Our  invalid  was  now  better,  and  able  to  be  on  deck  all  day,  and  to 
enjoy  the  lovely  weather  and  strange  and  bisarre  scenery.  This  had 
now  ceased  to  be  grand,  but  could  hardly  be  called  tame  as  it  consisted 
of  a  constant  repetition  of  low  rocky  islands  scantily  covered  with  her- 
bage, and  here  and  there  dotted  with  stunted  pine  trees.  In  every  nook 
where  a  boat  could  be  pulled  up  on  the  shelving  beach,  stood  a  fisher- 
man^s  hut,  generally  pretty  in  sha|ie  and  gay  in  colour.  From  these 
cottages  came  off  frequent  boats  with  crews  of  women  and  children, 
begging  for  bread,  and  offering  to  exchange  for  it  ra^berries  and  other 
wild  fruits^  and  now  and  then  potatoes.  From  this  we  may  safely 
conclude  that  in  these  latitudes  com  is  not  abundant,  indeed  I  do  not 
think  we  passed  a  stalk  of  any  kind  of  grain  during  our  whole  day's  sail, 
and  we  were  never  half  a  cablets  length  from  the  shore.  I  never  saw  a 
country,  which  so  completely  impressed  me  with  the  idea  of  being  fully 
stocked  with  inhabitants  as  Norway.  It  could  not  be  made  to  sustain 
more  than  it  does.  Mr.  Curd  and  his  high  fanning  would  be  thrown 
away  upon  it  All  the  Agricultural  Societies  in  Britain  would  not 
enable  it  to  support  another  ten  thousand  people.  It  has  no  land  to  till, 
it  conrists  of  snow,  rook  and  fiord.  In  Norway  it  will  take  more  acres 
to  feed  a  rabbit  than  a  man  anywhere  else.  The  materials  for  its  cuisme 
are  the  poorest  in  the  world. 

About  4h.  p.m.  we  passed  the  entrance  of  the  Selboe  Fiord,  one  of 
the  great  entrances  to  Beigen  finom  the  sea.  Hereabouts  our  old  pilot 
fell  asleep,  and  we  had  to  take  her  into  Boghohn  Sound  on  our  own  res- 
ponsibility. At  8h.  p.m.  by  which  time  the  pilot  was  awake  agun  the 
entrance  of  the  Kors  Fiord  was  gained,  and  in  the  distance  the  Marsteen 
Beacon,  the  very  easily  distingubhed  object  we  had  selected  to  maA 
our  landM  on  the  coasts  of  Gaml^  Norg^  was  seen.  Opposite  Klephol- 
men  where  the  Kors  Fiord  joins  the  sound  leading  to  Bergen,  the  pilot 
pointed  out  a  spot  where  soundings  at  a  depth  of  700  fathoms  had  been 
got  by  the  Surveying  Officers  of  the  Swedish  Navy.  It  was  a  beautifbl 
settled  looking  night,  when  I  tamed  into  my  berth  about  1 1  p.m.,  but 


NOSWA7,  AWD  THJB  WAT  TO  IT.  165 

I  had  noi  been  long  aaleep  when  I  wai  *voke  bj  a  noiae  which  I 
neogamei  ns  thai  of  hwmmg  the  toped,  I  was  speedily  on  deck,  when 
I  iMMd  Ibe  mgkt  had  mnob  chaagod  ftr  the  worse  and  looked  yerj 
IhtwKhpniag,  It  was  OKtreiaely  lad  in  tha  east,  where  dawn  was  alieady 
shewing  iteelC^^-alwajs  a  bad  siga  in  earijr  moroiag.  Nomeroiis  vessels 
wane  in  oompaay,  and  the  Soaod  yerj  aanow*  so  that  while  dark  it  was 
kaaandoBS  sailing.  We  had  just  metasteaaMr  booad  fiw  Christiana, 
and  the  sehoaner  yaeht  Flying  Cload  bound  for  the  Ehsdanger.  Bsia 
ne  en,  and  by  the  tine  we  readied  Bergen  k  was  as  dirty  a 
as  oae  oonid  well  see.  It  was  laining  bearily  and  falowiag 
fcavd  fiom  the  seuth-eMt  With  the  wind  in  this  qaarter  we  Uy  sn^g 
tmon^  wfaere  we  had  eeme  to,  ia  the  west  harbour,  but  with  the  wind 
inm  tha  aeiih  thees  most  be  a  good  deal  of  sea,  as  the  EMoe  fiord 
eteatebes  away  large  and  open  without  a  break  Cur  lailes  b  that  diree- 


Bianng  been  on  dedc  neariy  all  the  previous  night  I  was  not  very 
aetiva  on  ihe  noming  of  the  24th.  This  was  of  less  importance  as  it 
rained  as  it  only  knows  how  to  do  in  Bergen,  which  is  mdonbtedly  the 
asoistest  place  in  Christsodom.  In  tha  coarse  of  the  day  we  went  on 
shore  and  called  at  the  Consul's,  where  I  got  information  to  enable  me 
to  aetde  with  oar  present  pilot.  The  charge  stated  by  our  consul  as 
the  eofMct  one^  after  rsfefance  to  ihe  offinal  called  the  Pilot  Alderman, 
was  22  specie  dollars,  very  nearly  a  pound  a  day  for  each  day  he  was 
en  board,  besides  his  food.  It  nnst  always  be  borne  m  mind  that  the 
aecKl  was  bat  little  above  80  teas,  bwlders'  measurement  To  be  sum 
she  is  ffctty  deep  in  the  heel,  drawing  over  nine  feet  eft,  and  I  believe 
it  is  by  this  criterion  that  the  charge  is  nude.  That  the  charge  was  a 
faapeetereas  ooe^  was  moat  saAisfiictorily  proved  that  very  day,  by  a 
paiaon  ipeekiag  most  admirable  English,  so  good  that  I  at  first  took 
him  for  an  Eaglishniau,  offeruig  his  seiwioes  bodi  as  interpreter  and 
pOot  for  the  Sogn«  Fieid  at  the  rate  of  Ktde  mors  tfian  a  dollar  per 
day,  and  in  both  capacities  be  held  hi^  laoommendations.  The  tariff 
for  pilots  in  Norway  has  much  need  to  be  overhauled  and  put  ona  more 
fiivottiable  footing  for  saaall  vessels. 

In  our  wanderings  through  ihe  town  we  fell  in  with  a  most  civil 
tindseman,  who  had  one  of  the  best  shops  in  the  principal  street.  He 
^poke  English  very  fairly,  and  kindly  volunteered  to  show  us  over  part 
of  the  town.  The  fiiat  pfaKse  he  took  us  to  was  the  oU  fort  of  trader- 
icksbuigh,  situated  on  the  peninsuU  between  the  East  and  West  harbours. 
From  the  high  ground  on  ivhieh  the  fort  stands  a  capital  view  of  the 
town  is  to  be  obtained.     The  fortifieatione  seemed  very  dihqndated,  and 
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ereiything  aboat  it,  including  ihe  lew  soldiers  who  composed  its  gairisoo 
required  smartening  up.  While  exploring  an  old  tower  of  Uiis  fort,  one 
of  our  party  although  closely  following  oar  obligmg  gude,  managed  in 
the  gloom  of  an  ancient  vaidted  passage  to  stray  so  fiur  from  the  straiglit 
path  as  to  walk  into  a  well  of  ice-cold  water.  The  individual  to  whom 
this  untoward  accident  happened,  tho'  in  the  main  as  good  tempered  ft 
fellow  as  need  be,  is  liable  to  fits'  of  irascibility  when  things  dont  go 
altogether  smooth  with  him.  The  sudden  and  unexpected  shock  caused 
by  his  immersion  in  the  chilly  fluid,  prevented  his  uttering  any  complunt 
until  he  was  able  to  extricate  his  dripping  legs,  when  the  perfermdum 
ingemum  Seoiorum  fiturly  broke  forth,  and  our  ears  were  sainted  widi 
a  volley  of  expletives  not  often  heard  by  Norwegian  ears.  The  wordiy 
cilazen  of  Bergen  seemed  hardly  to  know  whether  to  laugh  at,  or  cry 
with,  our  damp  and  excited  friend.  I  trust  he  did  not  understand  them, 
but  I  fear  he  came  in  for  his  share  of  the  anathemas,  which  like  the 
thunderbolts  of  Jove  when  Olympus  warred  with  the  Titans,  were  flying 
about  in  all  directions.  Finding  that  our  friend's  spirits  like  his  legk 
were  rather  damped  by  his  recent  immersion,  we  politely  dismissed  our 
guide,  and  reserved  further  sightseeing  till  it  could  be  done  under  more 
agreeable  circumstances. 

The  morning  of  Saturday  the  25th  was  unaccountably  floe  for  Beigeo^ 
and  our  invalid  who  had  never  yet  been  on  shore  in  Norway,  ventured 
a  walk  through  the  town;  we  landed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  West 
harbour  from  where  we  had  been  yesterday,  and  first  investigated  another 
old  fortified  place;  the  most  conspicuous  erection  of  which,  a  square  tower 
is  said  to  have  been  founded  in  the  12th  century  by  Haco.  Though  here 
we  found  no  wells  to  disturb  our  equanimity,  we  nearly  sufiered  as  much 
from  a  water  spout,  which  poured  the  most  dense  torrent  of  rain  on  o«r 
devoted  heads  I  had  ever  seen.  Knowing  the  treacherous  nature  of  tlie 
climate  we  had  taken  waterproof  garments  with  us,  so  that  we  were 
less  wet,  and  I  hope  less  sulky  than  our  fnend  yesterday.  We  got  pro* 
tection  under  some  thickly  planted  trees  forming  a  broad  promenade  in 
the  midst  of  the  fort,  where  we  patiently  waited  until  the  shower  went 
off.  We  then  walked  through  the  town  to  the  head  of  the  harboar, 
where  we  met  the  cutter's  gig,  and  got  some  fish  and  vegetables  from 
the  numerous  boats  lying  there  with  tiiese  commodities  for  sale.  Fresh 
meat  we  also  wanted,  but  not  a  morsel  was  to  be  seen  either  on  this  or 
on  subsequent  occasions  when  we  visited  the  market.  And  we  lef^ 
Norway  without  bring  able  to  purchase  an  ounce  of  butcher^s  meat  or 
of  fresh  salmon:  some  unsavoury  looking  smoked  salmon  we  did  see,  b«t 
of  fresh  salmon  not  a  single  fish,  alive  or  dead. 
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What  fltniek  me  most  fefciUy  in  Bergen  was  the  extremely  dean 
aad  pietnretqae  appearance  of  the  hovaea  externally.  They  are  nearly 
an  of  woody  and  must  in  winter  be  extremely  cold,  as  the  planks  of 
whidi  they  are  oonstraeted,  seem  extremely  thin.  They  are  all  clinch- 
hoSkt  like  a  boat,  and  the  landings  of  the  planks  caulked  in  the  same 
way.  Nothwithstandingy  these  planked  walls  have  sundry  eranies^ 
where  Uie  most  unpleasant  draughts  of  air  penetrate,  rendering  them 
anything  but  safe  rssidencss  for  invalids.  The  fiergeners  seem  to  have 
quite  a  mania  for  flowers,  and  well  do  they  seem  to  thrive  in  thu  hyper- 
borean  dtmate.  Every  window  was  filled  with  most  flourishing  speci- 
mens of  hydrangias,  geraniums,  balsams  or  fuchsias,  so  that  a  pnimenade 
through  the  streets  was  as  well  worth  seeing  as  a  Chiswiek  flower  show. 
We  saw  BO  greenhouses  or  conservatories,  and  it  seems  difficult  to 
understand  how  they  keep  them  during  winter.  Ph>bably  the  equal 
temperature  produced  by  the  universal  use  of  stoves,  and  the  absence  of 
gas,  which  was  only  introduced  last  summer,  might  enable  them  to  keep 
these  delicate  pets  in  their  ordinary  sitting  rooms  all  winter. 

After  dinner  we  visited  the  Athensum,  a  sort  of  dub,  where  we  found 
a  great  variety  of  French  and  some  En^ish  newspapers;  The  lUuiirated 
Ifewif  Punchy  and  EMammer  were  there,  but  we  looked  in  vain  for  the 
Timee.  The  most  recent  intelligence  we  got  was  from  a  French  paper, 
and  that  waa  only  up  to  the  15th  inst  The  institution  seems  well 
dsanaged,  but  does  not  seem  to  be  much  visited. 

In  our  walk  through  Bergen  to  day  I  was  much  struck  with  the  fact 
of  how  intimately  one  particular  book  and  its  story  seemed  interwoven 
with  the  national  life.  In  the  streets,  on  the  sterns  of  their  ships,  and 
on  the  walls  of  their  rooms,  everywhere  you  met  allusions  to  the  Frith- 
iof  *B  Saga.  Not  at  that  time  knowing  anything  of  the  tale  beyond  ita 
name,  I  was  surprised  to  see  the  number  of  ships  delighting  to  sport  the 
picturesque  name  of  Eilida,  and  the  number  of  pictures  representing  the 
loves  of  Frithiof  and  Ingeborg.  My  curiosity  being  roused  by  this  ex- 
traordinary popularity,  I  lost  no  time  on  my  return  home  in  seeking  for 
a  translation  of  this  poem,  so  that  I  might  judge  to  what  it  owed  this 
wonderful  hold  on  Norwegian  tastes.  I  succeeded  in  finding  several 
translations  of  the  poem,  and  also  one,  of  the  original  Icelandic  Saga  on 
which  Tegner,  Bidiop  of  Wexto,  who  is  the  author  of  the  poem,  has 
founded  his  tale.  In  my  humble  opinion  the  old  Saga  is  much  the  best 
reading  of  the  two:  in  clearness,  simplicity,  and  force  it  far  surpasses 
Tegner's  poetry,  which  if  the  truth  must  be  told,  I  found  rather  dull 
readingv-^though  of  course  it  is  hardly  fiiir  to  judge  of  poetry  merely 
by  a  translation. 
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Ac  this  faml^iig  yarn  may  poifliblj  &U  into  thelMuoda  of  some  yaebte- 
man  aboai  to  take  a  trip  to  Norway,  and  who  may  know  as  Utile  abouft 
Frithiof,  and  his  EUida  as  I  did,  a  short  tbstraet  of  the  plot  may  not 
be  amisSy  espeoially  as  Lord  Duflfermi  has  recently  ia  his  aaranng  ^<  £s^ 
ienfrom  High  Laiiiude*,^  set  the  example  €»f  eoptovs  quotations  hoot 
the  Sagas. 

A  long  time  ago,  as  the  fairy  tales  hatb  it,  before  the  introdoetion  of 
ChristiaDity,  there  reigned  in  that  part  of  Norway,  bordering  on  the 
Sogn6  Fiord,  cme  King  BeI6»  Wlien  our  story  opens  he  is  an  oUL  mao, 
and  soon  dies,  leating  two  sons,  Helg4  and  Halfdaa,  between  whom  hm 
divides  his  kingdom,  and  a  daughter,  Ingeborg.  On  the  North  shore  of 
the  Sogn^  there  lired  at  a  place  called  Framaas^  a  wealthy  bonder  or 
yeoman,  called  Thorston  Yikingsoti,  who  was  a  vassal*  and  had  been  m 
firm  friend  to  Old  King  Bel^  Thurston  had  a  son  called  Frithio^  and 
he  and  the  king's  daughter  are  brought  up  by  an  old  gentlensan  called 
Hilding^  whose  occupation  beyond  that  of  dry  narwng  does  not  a^Mar. 
Thurston  does  not  long  survive  his  old  friend  the  king^  and  they  mw 
both  buried  on  the  shores  of  the  Fiord,  viiHi'vii  to  each  other,  where 
two  large  banows  then,  and  for  ought  I  know  to  the  contrary,  still,  tes- 
tify to  thrir  places  of  sepulture.  Ingeboig  was  so  handsome  that  she 
was  known  all  over  Norway  as  Ingeborg  the  Fair,  and  Frithiof  so  farava 
that  he  was  universaUy  designated  as  Frithiof  the  BokL  As  might  bo 
expected  from  the  dose  iuteroonrse  which  took  place  in  the  homeof  thoDP 
&ster*£Bther,  an  attachment  sprang  up  between  diem,— -the  kiagls 
daughter  and  the  yoemaa's  son*  Frithiof  who  was  a  young  man  of 
means  as  well  as  of  merit,  nothing  daunted  at  the  di^Mirity  of  raiik^ 
demanded  Ingeborg  of  her  brothers  in  marriage^  but  was  ignominioosly 
repulsed,  and  the  young  hdy  sent  off  to  Balder's  flagfe,  a  holy  sanetiMfy 
of  BaMer  the  Scandinavian  Apollo. 

It  seems  that  in  these  days  Norway  was  not  undto  one  king,  for  to 
the  south  of  the  territories  of  King  Bel^  lay  the  kingdom  of  Bangarieek^ 
Aen  niled  over  by  an  aged  potentate^  called  Bii^.  He  was  a  wise  and 
powerlnl  monarch,  but  like  many  wise  and  powerful  monarehs  before 
his  day,  he  had  a  weakness  for  the  daughters  of  Eve.  Hearing  of  tbe 
channs  of  Ingebcwg,  he  also  demanded  her  in  marriage,  but  was  rsfosed 
by  her  brothers,  with  sundry  rude  hints,  that  such  an  old  boy  as  he,  who 
could  not  get  on  his  horse  without  assbtance,  had  no  business  with  m 
wife.  Ring  enraged  at  this  taunt  collected  his  forces  and  marched  to 
attack  the  brothers,  who  sent  for  Frithiof  *s  aid,  which  was  r«lused. 
During  their  absence,  Frithiof  Uonches  his  famous  ship  EU^  and  r«- 
gardless  of  the  sacredness  of  Balder's  sanctuary,  repeatedly  virits  Inge- 
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boff^  tlMre.  Thme  Titito  end  in  pligbtiii^  tbdr  troth  to  each  otW, 
wbiih  they  did  by  ezcfaaogiiig  btaeekts  or  arm  rings  instead  of  fingsr 
liags  as  wa  do  now-a^qrs.  The  brothers  finding  themseWes  without  his 
aaastanee^  the  weakest,  hastily  patehed  ap  a  peace  with  Ring,  and  witb« 
ovt  regard  to  Ingeborg's  fesfings,  agreed  to  gire  her  to  the  old  king  as 
a  psace  ofering.  Having  heard  on  their  fetam  of  Frithiofs  sacrilege 
they  resolred  to  be  rerenged,  bat  doabttog  their  ability  to  do  so  by 
sismgth  of  handy  they  try  craft,  and  sent  messages  to  him  that  if  he 
waM  agiee  to  go  to  Orkney  to  demand  the  tribote,  payable  by  Argan- 
tyr,  chief  of  these  islands,  hot  whioh  had  not  been  pud  since  King  field's 
death,  they  would  forgiTO  his  refusal  of  aid,  and  intrusion  into  fielder's 
Hag^  in  their  absence.  Frithiof  very  softly  fell  into  the  trap  laid  for 
him,  and  sails  for  Orkney  in  EUlda  with  a  picked  crew  of  eighteen  men. 
He  was  no  soonei^  gone  than  Ingeberg  is  giten  to  Ring,  and  the  Tillage 
of  Framnas  belonging  to  Frithiof  burned.  Besides  this  Hdg^  who  is 
a  Int  of  a  necromancer,  invites  sundry  demons  to  raise  such  a  tftonn  that 
the  poor  Ellida  is  nearly  lost.  This  craf^  •  however  had  the  singular 
bat  oseful  property  in  a  ship  of  understanding  human  speech,  and  more- 
over did  what  she  was  bid  (which  is  more  than  human  beings  themselves 
alwaya  do»)  and  accordingly  at  the  orders  of  Frithiof^  she  defUy  breaks 
the  hacks  of  two  of  the  evil  demons,  who  were  capering  about  in  the 
naghboorhood,  on  the  back  of  a  whale. 

The  etorm  now  ceases  and  Frithiof  at  last  reaches  Orkney,  and  is 
better  received  by  Argantyr  than  might  have  been  expected  considering 
the  unpleasant  mission  he  came  upon.  He  remains  all  winter,  and  in 
the  spring  returns  to  Norway  again* 

On  Ua  reaching  the  Sogn6  Fiord  he  found  Framnaa  burned  and 
Ingeborg  the  wife  of  Ring,  so  without  delay  he  steered  across  the  fiord 
to  fiiaJder's  Hag6  wbero  the  kings  were  then  emfrfoyed  in  offering  sacri- 
&6L  The  first  thing  Frithiof  does  ia  to  bore  holes  in  all  the  ships 
bslonging  to  the  Royal  brothers,  he  then  boldly  enters  the  hall  of  the 
temple  alone,  and  threw  the  purse  with  the  tribute  at  Helg^^s  face  break*- 
iag  two  of  his  teeth.  But  unfortunately  in  an  attempt  to  recover  the 
ring  he  had  given  Ingeborg,  and  whu^  he  saw  on  the  arm  of  Helg6  a 
wife^  who  was  busily  employed  in  annointing  fielder  with  oil  before  the 
in,  he  tumbled  the  wooden  image  auMng  the  ashes,  where  it  imme- 
diately took  fire,  and  which  it  communicated  to  the  building,  so  that 
aooa  the  God  and  his  temple  were  seen  alike  in  flames. 

Frithiof  having  now  outraged  gods  and  men  flies  his  country,  and 
Wads  the  life  of  a  Viking  for  four  years  to  come,  when  having  amassed 
gxsat  riches  he  returns  to  Norway  but  not  to  Sogn^.     True  to  his  early 
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love,  he  seeks  the  court  of  old  king  Ring,  in  the  di^nise  of  an  old 
Salt-burner.  King  Ring  however  penetrates  his  disguise,  and  with 
most  praiseworthj  good  nature,  keeps  him  about  his  court  and  promotea 
him  to  high  honours.  Ring  frequently  put  his  life  in-Frithiors  power^ 
but  he  always  resists  temptation,  and  ere  long  he  is  rewarded  by  the 
old  king  dying  a  natural  death,  and  leaving  him  his  wife  and  the  guar- 
dianship of  his  children  and  kingdom  as  a  legacy. 

This  trust  Frithiof  did  not  abuse,  for  when  Ring*s  sons  came  of  age 
he  resigned  the  kingdom  of  Ringareicke  to  them,  but  in  the  mean  time 
he  had  dispossessed  Helg^  and  Halfdan  of  their  kingdom,  havbg  killed 
the  first  in  battle,  and  made  the  other  his  vassal*  For  many  years  in 
Sogn^,  reigned  Frithiof  the  Bold  with  his  Queen  Ingeboig  the  Fair. 

In  the  poem  Ring  is  made  to  cut  himself  with  a  huge  knife  till  he 
dies,  possibly  not  an  unusual  fasluon  among  the  old  Vikings,  but  cer- 
tainly a  much  lees  pleasant  termination  to  the  worthy  old  gendeman'a 
life  Uian  that  in  the  Saga. 


OXFORD  AND  CAMBRIDGE  BOAT  RACE. 

[In  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  several  subscribers,  who  are  oarsmen  as 
well  as  yachtsmen,  we  insert  the  following,  by  permission,  from  i?efi*s  life.'] 
Towards  the  end  of  last  October  term,  Mr.  Thorley  of  Wadham 
was  elected  President  and  Captain  of  Oxford  Univernty  Boat  Club, 
and  Mr.  Lloyd  of  Magdalen,  assumed  the  same  high  post  at  Cambridge. 
The  fiist  acts  of  their  administrations  were  a  prompt  challenge  on  the 
part  of  Cambridge,  and  an  equally  prompt  acceptance  on  that  of  OzfoixL 
On  reassembling  after  Christmas  no  time  was  lost  at  either  place  in 
selecting  likely  candidates  fer  the  coveted  honour  of  rowing  a  university 
oar.  At  Cambridge  two  members  of  last  year's  crew  renudned  for  a 
nucleus  of  the  present  one— Messrs.  Lloyd  and  Smith,  while  again  their 
able  coxswain,  Mr.  Wharton,  took  his  seat  aft  At  Oxford  no  less  than 
five  old  hands  were  found  still  resident — Mr«  Thorley,  who  had  twice 
rowed  stroke  agwnst  Cambridge,  Messrs.  Warre,  Wood,  Arkell,  and 
Risley,  who  was  in  last  year's  victorious  crew.  The  rest  were  quickly 
found,  being  all  accepted  on  their  first  trial,  there  being  in  aU  nine  new 
names  entered,  and  fairiy  tried  on  their  merits.  The  fresh  handa  at 
Cambridge  had  been  all  under  Mr.  Lloyd's  feithful  supervision  during  the 
preceding  term,  and  were  all  retained  from  the  beginning  of  pracUsing 
to  the  race  day,  the  only  change  being  in  their  relative  positions  iyi  the  • 

bos^.  \ 

■ 
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On  Monday,  Mardi  lat^  Oxford  went  into  training,  and  rapidly  fell 
togeiher,  giving  from  the  first  good  augury  of  a  uniform  and  even  crew. 
The  lee,  however>  hindered  them  from  rowing  over  the  whole  distance 
for  aereral  days.  Several  new  boats  were  tried,  and  at  last  one  built 
last  year  by  Messrs.  Searle,  and  the  property  of  Brasenose  College  was 
ehosen  to  carry  their  weighty  and  powerful  crew.  Cambridge  rowed 
mainly  in  their  earlier  practice  in  a  large  boat  of  Searle's,  and  later  in 
<me  by  Taylor  of  Newcastle,  an  excellent  and  &8t  craft.  On  Putney 
water  they  shifted  into  a  new  one  also  by  Taylor,  which,  however  seemed 
to  lis  to  carry  them  scarcely  so  well,  especially  as  their  rowing  became 
more  uniform,  and  the  vicious  drop  of  the  shoulders  more  decisive;  for 
the  better  a  crew  rows  together,  the  more  likely  are  they  to  dip  their 
diip  under. 

On  Saturday,  March  20th,  Oxford  rowed  with  the  evening  flood  from 
Pdtney  to  the  Ship  at  Mortlake  in  21  minutes,  finishing  in  from  Barnes 
bridge  at  a  tremendous  pace. 

On  Monday  previous  to  the  race  Oxford  rowed  with  a  slack  flood 
10  28  minutes.  Cambridge  rowed  first  over  the  water  downwards  on 
Tuesday,  in  22  minutes,  25  seconds,  the  tide  being  slackish.  On  that 
day  Oxford  had  not  a  foil  practice,  owing  to  a  rent  in  the  boat's  side 
hidf  filling  them  with  water. 

On  Wednesday  Cambridge  rowed  with  a  fairish  ebb  against  a  crew  of 
watermen,  consisting  of  J.  Phelps,  the  two  Mackinneys^  Chitty,  Driver, 
&&,  in  21  minutes  and  40  seconds,  and  beat  them  decisively.  Oxford 
had  rowed  with  a  slacker  tide  earlier  in  the  day  in  22  minutes. 

On  Thursday  the  dark  blue  boys  also  rowed  against  the  same  crew 
with  the  flood  in  22  minutes,  but,  owing  to  the  illness  of  one  of  their 
middle  oars,  did  not  succeed  in  beatbg  the  watermen  till  near  the  end 
of  the  coune.  The  same  day  Cambridge  rowed  with  the  ebb  in  22 
miniites  40  seconds,  the  wind  from  the  N.E.,  being  in  their  teeth  in 
Corney  Beach,  though  favourable  below  Hammersmith*  On  Friday 
both  crews  contented  themselves  with  a  short  sharp  burst  upwards.  The 
nearness  of  the  timing,  and  the  manifest  excellence  of  both  crews,  ren- 
dered speculation  throughout  the  week  intense,  and  we  suppose  betting, 
whatever  it  might  have  been;  could  only  have  proceeded  on  even  terms. 
It  is  only  due  here  to  state  that  the  London  Rowing  Club,  in  the  most 
generous  manner,  offered  their  rooms,  yard,  boats,  and  men  to  the  unre- 
stricted use  of  both  crews,  and  on  Wednesday  an  Oxford  scratch  eight, 
with  Mr.  Codrington  at  stroke,  Messrs.  Rocke,  Bennett,  Townsend,  and 
other  men  of  renown,  met  their  younger  brethren  in  a  beautifol  eight 
oer,  the  property  of  the  L.R.C.,  and  proved  the  excellent  qualities  of 
that  craft,— 4he  very  same  which  last  year  was  victorious  at  Henley. 
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Oiferd  mnt,  at  uiiial,  well  estertatned  at  the  White  lion,  And  Cam- 
bridge at  die  Star  and  Garter. 

The  following  are  their  names,  and  the  woghts,  aa  aaoertabed  before 
roving:— 


OXFORD.  8t.   lb. 

1— IL  W.  Bialejt  BxoiL. 11    8 

a— T.  ArkeU,  Pembroke 11    3 

8— G.  G.  Lane,  Christ  Church....  11  10 

4— H.  Aurtin,  Ifagdalan.. 19 

5— S.Iiane,BaUiol U 

6--W.  H.  Wood,  Unlrerslty Ifi 

r— B.  Wane,  BallioL 18 

8— Jr  T.  Thorley^  Wadham 10    3 

H.  Walpole,Bamol(ooz.) 9    8 


9  4 
12  6 


CAMBBIDQB.         at 

H.  H.  Lnbboek,  GaiM 11 

8— A.  L.  Smith,  Trinitj. 11 

8— W.  J.  Hayart,  8t,  John*i 11 

—D.  Darrooh,  Trinity 18 

H.  Williams,  St.  John's.. 12 


Ih. 

4 
4 
4 
1 
4 


_     R.  L.  Lloyd,  Magdalen.........  11  18 

7— A.  H.  Fairbnra,  Trinitj, 11  19 

8— J*  Hall,  llagdalen 10    7 

R.  Wharton,  Magdalen  (cox.)    9    9 


The  morning  of  Saturday  was  ushered  in  with  a  stiffish  breeae  at 
iMMrdi*weM,  the  day  being  on  the  whole  unfavourable  for  rowing.  Soon 
after  eleven  o'clock  the  steamer  Lady  oi  the  Lake,  left  Waterloo  hiidgei, 
having  on  board  J.  W.  Chitty,  Esq.,  Fellow  of  Exeter  College,  Oxford, 
(the  Umpire)  and  a  adeot  party  of  ladies  and  gentlemen. 

Mr  Sewyer,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Iron  Steam  Boat  Company, 
wea  ake  onboard,  and  was  most  suoeessftd  in  his  endeavours  to  maintain 
order  and  discipline  among  those  captaiaf  under  his  control.  Ajrriving 
at  Putney  this  boat  took  up  a  position  on  the  Middlesex  side  of  the  river 
ft  shoK  diatanee  above  die  hideous  bridge  latdy  erected  by  soma  water 
cenpaay*  In  a  abort  time  the  river  waa  deniely  thronged  with  steameia 
and  ether  en£^  and  the  number  of  spectators  eo^giegated  on  ^  banka 
and  at  every  point  where  a  view  0Q«ld  be  obtained  was  enormous,  and, 
parhapa  greater  than  en  any  a imilar  oecasioiL  Praaiaely  at  ten-  miantea 
te  one  o*docA[  the  two  rival  crewa  rowed  fton  Messie.  Searie'a  yard, 
with  the  nnjeatic  aweep  of  oars,  which  is  always  the  mark  cf  well  trawd 
erewifl,  aad  after  a  short  burat  bebw  the  bridge  ratqrned  through  the 
centre  arch  end  took  op  their  statioaa,  Oitfbrd  on  the  Surrey  sid^  where 
Mr.  Bdwavd  Searia  was,  as  uaual,  in  waiting  to  give  the  ^goei  for  the 
Start. 

This  took  fdaee  paeciaely  at  one  o'ok)ck,  aad  both  beats  wore  iawaa 
diately  underway.  Scarce  waa  the  wwd  **  dieyVe  otT  out  of  the  mootha 
of  the  beholders,  before  it  waa  apparant  that  soom  gnat  dbaater  had 
befrOen  Oxford,  for  the  after  oars  oaaaed  rowing,  aad  were  aeeo  paidy 
in  the  air,  and  partly  in  the  water.  The  stroke  oar  bad  been  OM^bt 
by  a  wave  in  the  troubled  river  fiUed  with  ateameie  and  ruffled  by  the 
wind,  and  so  vioksit  was  Urn  shook,  that  the  strong  wrought  inm  oai- 
rigger  gave  way  under  it,  aad  the  thowl  with  its  iron  eeaing  waa  eon* 
pletely  bent  into  a  position  indiaing  eonsidarably  outward«»  and  the  emi 
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wlueh  kshes  Am  tivo  thewb  togetfier  soapped  Uke  pai&tiireAd.  To  the 
ttroVo— ip»  all  eawiag  became  nest  to  impoieible,  the  boot  potitioD  of 
^e  thowl  ginag  hif  oar  a  tendenej  to  fly  upwards  ;  he  oonld  only  make 
a  fBebb  eCbrt  to  give  time  to  the  veet,  but  not  th«t  steady  time  wtdeh 
has  erew  had  been  aoouaiomed  to  take  firom  him.  Thos  a  erew  at  per* 
feedy  got  together  as  any  ever  seen,  and  in  6rst-rate  oondition  and 
confidence^  was  entuely  thrown  oat,  and  two  month's  carefol  preparation 
marred  in  an  instant  It  was  to  be  a  day  of  aoeidents ;  for,  to  ths 
Mnasemeat  ef  the  apeotaiors,  a  disaster  ooeurred  directly  afterwards  to 
Camhridgia,  which  threatened  and  deserired  utterly  to  extinguish  the  race 
in  4he  first  300  yards,  and  to  leare  to  the  crippled  Oxonians  a  walk  oyer. 
A  lighter  lay  at  anchor  aboFC  the  bridge,  whose  cable  had  been  paid  out 
in  onbr  to  shift  her  to  a  more  inside  berfii  on  the  Middlesex  shore,  and 
gire  aoem  to  the  Cambridge  coxswain  to  pass  outside  of  her*  Unfortu- 
aately,  he  stiH  aimed  at  keepiog  inside  of  her,  but  to  do  tUs  be  must 
put  his  rudder  over  ;  asid  not  flalcwlari^g  the  $Uw  necessarily  caused  by 
jamming  athwart  a  powerful  tide,  he  mn  his  stroke-side  oars  against  the 
port  bow  of  fdbe  lighter  with  a  yiolent  csash^  Those  on  iKVud  the  Lady 
of  the  Lake  fonsaw  a  foul  to  he  incTitable,  and  were  in  breathless  terror, 
not  only  for  the  eontiauance  of  the  race,  hut  also  for  the  safoty  of  her 
crow,  ^  it  was  seen  ihat  Nos.  8  and  6  bad  dexterously  freed  their  oars, 
and  that  the  boat  was  still  careering  along  on  h^rj^sel  uninjured.  How 
the  coxswain  did  not  aho  foresee  it  remains  a  wondar.  The  disaster, 
hawerer,  acted  as  a  panic  on  the  crew,  for  they  also  foil  out  of  time  as 
Oxford  had  depie,  and  not  tUl  a  hyte  period  of  the  nsoe  did  4bay  ^exhibit 
the  true  excellence  of  thstr  form.  Nerertheless  they  qilicJciy  ahawisd 
llaeir  mettle,  by  lying  down  to  woik,  and  began  to  show  in  advance. 
The  wind  above  the  fint  point  was  dead  foul  and  blowing  fires h,  and 
imace  Hammersmith  Bridge  was  not  reached  tiU  -9  ianinutes  and  4  seconds 
^om  the  start  Just  helow  this  point  Oxfoid  put  on  a  treniendoiis 
epwt)  Mid  nearly  bron^t  |;heir  bows  onrer  Hm  leading  boaf  s  stem,  but  not 
rowing  together  could  not  support  it.  The  pace  here  increased,  owing 
to  A»  more  fovowable  dvection  ,of  the  wi^d*  bi«t  the  ^teanii^  beciune 
■naoaMmtaUy  wild,  m4  both  boatu  took  tjbe  iopg  |Mii^  i^  c1psely>  and 
afterwards  went  sound  ihfi  Mgfct  offt^site  Ghkmck  eyojt.  Above  the 
JPlake's  Cfmbfidg9  i^p^jurpv^  tbspr  forpi,  imd  rowing  steadily,  liut  still 
With  >too  rapid  «  0^^9^  powderaUy  increased  titiair  distance  ahea^. 
Ikmas  Bridge  >was  rpaehedia  IS  minutes  and  9  seconds,  ^and  the  Q^g- 
bosrt  cff  Moitiake  in  21  4iMniutB#  and  23  seconds  fieom  the  time  of  start- 
ing Oxford  being  apme  ^Bgth^  iC^  more  preojsdy*  |22  seconds  in  time 
hsbwid»  'hut  Mmfkiog  witli  ^e  mpslb  «n9in€bing  pluck,  aud  losing  only 
1  second  on  their  victors  after  Barnes  Bridge. 
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Thunders  of  applause  greeted  the  light  blue  colours,  and  before  they 
bad  subsided,  Cambridge  put  their  boat  about  and  threaded  their  way 
downwards  through  the  labjrinth  of  floundering  steamers.  Here  H  was 
as  they  rowed  quietly  down  against  the  dde  that  we  had  an  opportunity 
to  scan  over  with  critical  eye  the  composing  elements  of  their  admirable 
crew.  It  looked  to  us  on  the  whole,  a  rerival  of  the  heriditary  style  of 
the  great  Cambridge  crews  of  former  days.  There  was  the  same  lift 
from  the  feet,  the  same  rajadity  of  feather,  and,  above  all  the  same 
square  drop  of  expanded  shoulders,  and  the  sharp  clip  of  the  compressed 
elbows  downwards.  We  should  select,  as  deserving  espe(»ai  honour, 
the  strokesman  (Mr.  Hall),  whose  manner  in  huriing  the  water  in  a 
huge  collected  lump,  right  afib  from  his  blade,  proved  him  an  oarsman 
of  the  greatest  power.  Mr.  Fairbaim  also,  at  7,  rowed  in  the  deanest, 
most  precise  manner  possible,  and  the  feathering  of  his  oar,  by  an  in- 
stantaneous conversion  of  the  vertical  into  the  horisontal  position^  struck 
us  as  worthy  of  the  most  accomplished  waterman. 

Oxford  could  not  row  down,  else  we  are  confident  we  should  have 
seen  the  most  finished  and  even  style  attainable  in  an  eight  oar.  We 
must  choose  out  of  their  number  Mr.  Wood  at  6,  and  Mr.  Arkell  at  2, 
as  matchless  oarsmen.  Though  rowing  at  an  incredible  speed  of  stroke, 
greatly  exceeding  40  per  minute,  they  pulled  through  the  whole  area  of 
water  possible  at  every  stroke,  and  tore  the  fluid  to  fragments.  We  still 
adhere  to  our  fixed  opinion  recorded  above,  that  during  the  week's  row- 
ing previous  to  the  race,  both  crews  performed  in  a  manner  never  sur- 
passed; and  the  wildness  of  time  in  the  race  itself  can  be  quite  accounted 
for  by  the  mishaps  happening  to  each  and  disorganising  the  unity  and 
concert  of  their  work.  The  steerers  we  may  shelter  on  the  same  ground, 
of  their  being  put  off  their  balance  by  two  such  alarming  misfortunes 
early  in  the  race;  and  we  extend  our  sincerest  sympathy  to  the  gallant 
Oxford  crew  and  the  friends  who  had  so  fiiithfuUy  assisted  them,  on  the 
melancholy  accident  which  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  make  any  Icmger 
a  race  of  it 

The  crews  took  luncheon  after  rowing  with  Mr.  Phillips,  the  hospita- 
ble lord  of  the  Cedars,  at  Mortlake,  and  dined  afterwards  tq^ther  with 
the  utmost  friendship  at  the  Albion  Tavern,  in  London. 

The  match  was  attended  by  the  renowned  oarsmen  of  former  years » 
in  great  numbers,  and  we  were  glad  to  see  the  noble  science  of  rowing 
recognised  as  an  institution  belonging  to  our  chief  educational  commu- 
nities by  the  presence  of  some  in  the  most  exalted  situations  at  Oxford 
and  Eton.  The  doud  of  horsemen  on  the  towing  path  was  like  a  legion 
of  irregular  calvary;  but  neither  on  the  bank  nor  on  the  crowded  river 
fid  any  serious  accident  oeeur. 
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"We  give  the  time  of  the  nmpire^s  boat  in  nmning  upwards  with  the 
flood  to  Putney;— over  two  separate  miles  they  made  more  <^Kfln  15 
miles  an  hour,  and  two  miles  together  where  the  tide  was  slack,  were 
ron  in  7m.  28s. 

80  we  have  seen  one  more  of  those  great  aqaatic  spectacles;  sacb  as  can 
be  famished  forth  by  one  conntry  alone  in  the  world,  and  in  which  the  com- 
petitors can  be  none  other  than  English  gentlemen.  And  without  disparage- 
ment to  other  rowing  commonities,  we  trust  it  may  be  said  we  must  look  to 
our  two  ancient  UniTersities  chiefly  to  send  out  for  the  admiration  of  the 
world  such  ezamplara  of  nuLvly  youthful  beauty,  of  science  and  speed,  and  of 
consummate  training,  as  those  whose  prowess  we  now  record.  There  is  no 
task  more  grateful  to  the  Editor  of  this  journal  to  perform,  than  the  aonual 
chroDicling  of  the  great  Easter  race.  For  as  rowing  is  one  of  the  first  and 
most  highly  scientific  [of  all  our  oatiooal  amaseroeuts,  so  the  University 
match  presents  it  in  its  very  best  type,  and  inaugurates  each  successive 
aquatic  year  bjr  the  chief  contest  of  the  season. 

Whenever  we  sUrt  with  this  race,  we  consider  rowing  fitirly  set  afloat  fur 
the  long  after  months  in  the  pride  and  beauty  of  the  year,  and  the  incitement 
given  by  it  is  a  confident  guarantee  that  we  may  expect  many  and  great 
doings  on  the  water.  Regattas  are  the  consequeuce  of  it,  and  not  its  substi- 
tutes; instead  of  compensating  for  the  lack  of  it,  when  it  unfortunately  is 
wanting,  owing  to  invincible  difficulties  in  a  frost-bound  season,  or  the  like, 
they  themselves  invariably  sufiTer.  When  it  is  considered  that  those  twin 
groups,  under  the  dark  and  light  blue  flags,  are  the  choicest  representatives 
of  thirty-five  hundred  men  of  the  best  blood  in  Kogland,  and  that  in  each 
Univenity  the  traditional  science  of  rowing  flourishes  ever  fresh  and  undeflled 
(and  may  it  always  flourish),  we  see  abundant  reason  why  the  interest  about 
this  race  should  be  so  intense,  and  why  it  should  exercise  so  predominating 
an  inflaence  on  all  that  follows  it. 

In  speaking  of  it  this  year  we  shall  deviate,  we  trust  not  unacceptably, 
fixND  the  way  in  which  we  have  usually  ushered  its  record  before  the  world, 
and  shall  draw  attentioo  rather  to  rowing  itself  than  detail,  as  we  have  so 
ohtn  done,  the  history  of  all  the  great  races  hitherto  rowed.  We  premise 
that  only  up  to  this  time  there  have  been  fourteen  challenge  matches  between 
Oxford  and  Cambridge,  eight  of  which  have  been  won  by  Cambridge,  and 
«x  by  her  sister.  Cambridge  for  a  long  time  had  the  pre-emineuce,  and  it 
was  not  until  the  year  1842  that  Oxford  fairly  awoke  from  slumber,  and 
emancipating  herself  from  watermen's  guidance,  put  forth  all  her  strength, 
collected  from  within  herself.  Since  then  five  victories  have  fallen  to  her, 
and  four  to  Cambridge.  There  have  been,  in  addition,  six  meetings  between 
them,  at  the  Thames  and  Henley  Regattas,  in  which  Oxford  won  four  races 
snd  Cambridge  two.  These  meetings,  of  course,  are  of  inferior  importance 
to  the  set  challenge  matches,  generally  it  must  be  confessed  that  both  crews 
hare  exhibited  less  perfect  polish  in  the  minor  summer  contests  than  at 
Easter.    This  may,  perhaps,  have  been  owing  to  the  difficulty  and  distress 
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•onsequent  6ii  rowing  the  loDg  distancei  neceaaarj  to  tb«  lUtaitinicot  of  pfer  • 
fectioB  tmdcr  the  heate  of  June.  Howeyer,  we  ought  honourablj  to  except 
the  Oxford  summer  erews  of  1843  and  1848,  which  were  admirable.  Cam- 
bridge rows  at  that  time  uuder  greater  diaadvaDtages  than  Oxford,  owing  to 
the  earlier  ending  of  its  term,  and  hence,  partly,  perhaps,  the  latter  has  more 
often  passed  the  winning  post  first  at  the  regattas.  It  ufted  to  be  thought  at 
Oxford  that  Easter  racing  was  unft^ounble  to  getting  the  best  atailaUe 
crew  in  the  University,  owing  to  the  nearness  of  impendteg  great-go  exami^ 
nations,  bat  it  has  been  abundantly  proved  that  reading  and  training  may 
amicably  co-exist,  and  the  number  of  first  class  men  at  each  place  of  learn- 
ing distinguished  in  the  highest  rank  df  oarsmenship  demonstrates  the  perfect 
compatibility  of  the  two. 

It  will  be  remembered  by  mkhy  of  our  a()uatie  iKends  that  formerly,  when 
this  match  was  rowed  over  the  fhmous  Westminster  course,  there  was  a  cir« 
cumstance  which  formed  a  most  happy  adjunct  to  the  meeting  of  the  rival 
crews.  In  those  days  there  was  always  an  Oxibrd  and  a  Cambridge  JLooma 
eight,  each  nearly  equal  to  the  flresh  team  of  its  own  University,  and  when  in 
full  training  sometimes  superior  to  it.  The  older  men  will  wdl  remember 
the  glories  of  the  London  Cambridge  eights  and  London  Oxford  fours,  and 
how  both  clubs  could,  at  a  fbw  days*  notice,  fhmish  forth  a  crew  capable  of  a 
neck  and  neck  race,  for  three  miles  with  the  best  match  boats.  Thus  a 
match  was  in  effbct  rowed  every  day  for  a  week  befbre  the  great  event,  and 
most  powerfully  did  such  searching  touchstones  of  speed  stimidate  the  crown 
ing  efibrte  of  the  month's  training,  and  elicit  the  stamina  of  the  competitors 
f^om  their  very  foundations.  The  steamboats  below  bridges  have  unhappily 
swept  all  this  away  long  since ;  the  crews  can  scarcely  find  a  scratch  e^ht 
of  older  men  capable  of  rowing  200  yards  with  them,  picked  up,  as  they  i 
be,  at  the  spur  of  the  moment,  with  nothing  present  to  them  in 
but  their  well-remembered  form,  which  cannot  alone  carry  them  te.  Thia 
is,  perhaps,  somewhat  melancholy  in  retrospect  of  what  has  been,  add,  ohi 
that  it  might  be  again.  We  cannot  but  regret  the  extinction  of  two  each 
noble  institutions,  the  fhitemal  clubs  of  the  Universities  planted  at  Searie'a 
upper  and  lower  yards,  and  we  desire  thus  to  drop  a  passing  tribute  to  iht 
shades  of  the  great  departed-— Selwyn,  Brett,  Shadwell,  Maberiy,  and  Powya. 

We  have  sppken  of  things  that  were,  we  have  now  to  speak  of  things  that 
are ;  and  in  doing  so  we  are  conscious  of  a  hearty  satisfhction  al  the  state 
of  rowing  politics.  But  we  think  it  would  be  interesting  to  investigate  mat«> 
ters  a  little  more  closely,  and  to  gain  from  such  reflection  a  clear  idea  of  tiie 
condition  of  the  science  with  which  we  are  here  engaged.  Fh>m  time  to  time 
there  arise  in  the  yachting  worid  certain  fluctuations  of  current  opinion  aa  to 
alleged  great  changes  in  style  and  in  boat-building,  and  as  to  ineiease  of 
speed  consequent  on  such  alterations  and  improvements.  Into  some  of  these 
points  we  will  now  enter,  trusting  that  the  discussion  may  be  acceptable  to 
our  rowing  friends,  and  assist  rather  than  prejudice  the  advancement  of  the 
interests  of  the  gentle  craft  so  dear  to  them.  First,  then,  touching  that  whidi 
stands  first,  and  always  must  inflnitely  outweigh  all  other  matters  of  detail. 
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rowiai  iU^f  i  aM  we  to  recognise  in  oar  great  and  perfect  crews  of  the  pre- 
eent  time  (and  we  may  include,  we  are  proud  to  saj,  in  that  category  the 
cr«ws  of  this  week  now  preeenti)  any  distinctive  departure  in  principle  from 
the  cfaaracttfiitics  of  their  illnstrioua  predecessors?  Many  who  look  on 
wili  have  a  lurking  idea  that  there  is  some  fundamental  difference  between 
that  which  has  delighted  them  all  in  the  past  week,  and  that  which  they 
remember  four  or  six  years  ago ;  they  cannot  exactly  define  this  difference, 
but  they  think  it  must  exist.  Some  will  unhesitatingly  say,  **  Yes,  there  is 
a  radical  change,**  and  wiU  proceed  to  define  it  and  aigoe  it  boldly.  Others 
will  say,  "  No ;  there  are  differences  of  detail,  but  the  constituting  elements 
olexceUenee  are  the  same,  and  that  because  they  always  must  be  the  ssme.** 
But  we  ourselTes  also  say  no>  and  are  glad  to  be  able  to  say  it  Bad  rowing 
differs  from  good  fundamentally,  but  first«rate  work  is  always  indentical  in 
the  most  important  conditions.  When  a  crew  has  been  ?ery  good  it  was 
what  it  was  because  it  fulfilled  those  conditions. 

There,  is  no  such  thing  as  Oxford  style  as  opposed  to  Cambridge  style,  or 
this  year's  style  in  contra-distinction  fVom  last  year's.  A  good  style  is  good» 
because  the  proportions  and  dimensions  of  its  work  are  true  and  in  accord- 
aoee  with  scientific  deductions.  Gasers  are  carried  away  by  some  point 
which  powerfully  attracts  the  eye,  and  such  as  a  highly  tossed  feather,  and 
they  condnde  that  the  exaggerated  lofty  curve  of  the  blade  in  the  air,  such 
as  for  a  season  Oxford  reveJled  in,  constitutes  a  radical  demarcation  between 
two  Umversity  rowing  principles.  Whereas  such  disposition  of  the  oar  at 
the  time  when  it  is  doing  no  part  of  the  work  of  iHt>pulsion  is  of  infinitesimally 
small  importance.  Yet  it  is  that  one  which  most  attracts  the  sight  of  all  the 
BotMQS  that  can  be  described  by  an  oarsman.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  be 
taoglit  as  doctrine  that  men  ought  to  be  set  15, 16, 17  inches  fhun  their  row* 
locks,  or  that  they  must  hang  outwards  towards  the  outside  gunwale  in 
throwing  the  body's  weight  backwards  and  the  handle  be  tucked  up  under 
the  r&a  at  the  stroke's  end,  then  indeed  the  conditions  of  work  are  altered, 
and  the  alphabet  of  science  is  reversed.  To  come  more  distinctly  to  the 
poiots^  it  must  be  insisted  on  that  the  particular  motions  which  decide  a 
man's  and  a  whole  crew's  efficiency  are  the  getting  forward  with  a  spring  and 
to  Che  whole  extent  of  the  reach,  so  that  the  concentrated  weight  of  the 
fhime  impends  over  the  oar's  handle  and  as  near  to  it  as  possible ;  the  laying 
hold  of  the  water  by  the  bkde  at  right  angles  to  it,  and  with  perfectly 
straightened  arms ;  the  sharp  shave  of  the  elbows  past  the  ribs  and  the  square 
drop  of  the  back  from  the  beginning  of  its  motion  backwards  to  the  very  end. 
Add  to  these  that  which  is  the  result  of  them  all  combined,  the  little  dip  of 
the  sbofdders  downwards  when  they  have  turned  the  perpendicular  position 
little  in  point  of  space  traversed,  but  most  decisive  to  the  practised  eye,  and 
we  have  the  chief  criteria  of  rowing  in  perfection.  Now  in  these  points  we 
Bsy  an  good  crews  have  agreed,  and  always  will  agree.  Some  will  criticise 
the  Cambridge  backs,  and  say  they  were  laid  too  far  down  backwards ;  others 
those  of  Oxford,  and  pronounce  them  too  upright  and  too  near  the  perpen- 
dicuhr,  and  as  each  fancies  a  peculiar  merit  in  the  one  or  the  other  develop- 
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meDt  of  form,  will  claim  a  decided  difference,  and  a  aoperioritj  in  that  differ- 
ence for  hie  favourites,  and  rear  a  proportionate  theory  ol  rowing.  But  all 
■Qch  criticism  the  man  who  has  deeply  studied  rowing  simply  despises.  He 
knows  whether  the  fall  of  backs  is  of  the  right  sort  or  not,  without  praiaing 
as  infallible  the  exact  measure  of  dip  which  he  fiincies  most  graceful,  and 
perhaps  if  he  happen  to  be  a  yery  impartial  and  calculating  judge,  though 
•till  a  stout  partisan  of  one  crew,  he  would  say  that  he  has  just  seen  two 
magnificent  and  highly  polished  sights,  whose  rowing  infinitely  delighted 
him,  but  would  hare  pleased  him  a  trifle  better  had  Oxford  dropped  back  on 
the  whole  a  little  more,  and  Cambridge  a  little  less.  On  such  differencea  of ' 
style,  or  form,  or  manner  of  work  does  not  depend,  but  it  does  depend  on  the 
motions  above  described,  and  whether  it  was  Stanley*8  crew  of  1839,  or  Men* 
sies'  of  1843,  or  Chitty's  of  1852,  or  any  other  superlative  representative  of 
all  that  was  good,  it  is  most  certain  in  those  main  principles  they  all  agreed, 
and  that  those  of  March  27th,  1858,  agreed  with  one  another,  and  like  them, 
were  properly  taught  and  trained  in  the  chief  fundamental  parts  of  their 
work,  and  hence  delighted  everbody  who  had  eyes  with  which  to  see  them. 

Next  comes  the  question  of  boat-building,  and  it  is  easily  disposed  of  by 
similar  reasoning.  No  new  sound  principle  of  laying  down  boats  has  been 
lately  invented ;  no,  nor  have  any  great  improvements  been  introdttced  for 
the  first  time.  Why  did  any  boat  in  any  year  carry  its  crew  perfectly,  and 
bear  their  weight  with  the  whole  application  of  their  powers  when  their  work 
was  most  uniform,  and  therefore,  most  calculated  to  bury  the  craft?  The 
curves  were  properly  designed,  and  the  problem  of  displacement  happily 
solved  by  the  adjustment  of  length  to  width  and  of  strength  to  pressure.  It  is 
quite  true  that  very  little  actual  knowledge  of  the  laws  by  which  this  success 
has  been  from  time  to  time  achieved  was  arrived  at,  and  remained  fixed  by 
way  of  principles  to  guide  builders  for  the  future.  In  that  respect  we  are 
glad  to  believe  that  more  has  been  accomplished,  and  that  the  nature  of  the 
curves  requisite  for  floatage  and  speed  is  better  understood  and  will  be  still 
more  so. 

We  think  boat-building  in  a  fair  way  to  become  adequate  to  the  rowing, 
but  much  more  knowledge  of  fixed  data  must  be  arrived  at  before  we  can 
hope  to  see  success  made  a  certainty,  as  it  undoubtedly  ought  to  be.  But, 
having  got  hold  of  one  right  principle,  we  must  take  care  not  to  let  slip  others, 
in  fact,  must  not  allow  builders  empirically  to  play  dangerous  tricks  with  the 
rowing  itself.  They  can  greatly  assist  and  promote  rowing,  but  they  can 
also  ruin  it.  When  men  are  not  set  at  ridiculous  distances  from  their  work, 
and  when  a  boat  is  fined  away  to  nothing  at  the  coxswain's  seat,  and  when 
boats  oscillate  first  forwards  and  then  aft,  with  a  plunge  of  the  bows,  and  * 
compensating  subsidence  of  the  stem ;  when  an  immense  lateral  ware  ia 
thrown  off  at  a  great  angle  with  the  boat's  run,  and  the  water  gushes  up  over 
the  stern  and  strikes  the  yoke  of  a  rudder  eight  inches  high,  with  a  jet  in  the 
air ;  when  high  backbones  divide  the  heels  of  No.  8,  and  a  coxswain  ia 
cramped  till  he  cannot  possibly  keep  his  boat  in  trim  by  adjusting  his  pres- 
sure, and  sits  in  excessive  discomfoit ;  then  look  to  it,  rowbg  men,  that  the 
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builder  it  lbr|pettiiig  what  his  boat  has  to  do  for  you,  and  what  700  haye  to 
do  10  his  boat.  Ton  most  tie  him  down  first,  to  give  yon  all  room  to  ait 
aqnare,  and  to  exercise  an  equal  purchase  from  both  feet  resting  close  toge- 
ther and  at  the  same  height ;  also  to  provide  sufficient  superfices  on  the 
water  bj  the  adjustment  of  beam  to  length,  and  to  obviate  decisively  all 
dipping  or  burying,  so  that  you  shall  travel  onwards  with  a  gathered  velocity 
at  every  stroke  without  a  marked  shoot,  which  is,  in  fact,  simply  the  re- 
covery of  buoyancy  after  the  bows  are  released  from  the  depths  below  whither 
they  never  ooght  to  have  descended ;  lastly,  to  make  the  boat  strong  enough 
all  oTtr^  so  that  she  shall  not  rend  her  sides  with  the  slightest  rap,  nor  de- 
flect onder  your  greatest  catch  hold  of  the  water.  We  appreheod  that  there 
is  a  great  tendency  to  under- boat  crews,  and  we  know  nothing  more  diBas- 
trous.  Nor  again  do  we  believe  it  to  be  by  auy  means  established  that 
rowing  craft  should  have  the  greatest  beam  so  near  the  bow  as  No.  S*s 
thwart ;  on  the  contrary,  scientific  deductions  from  a  vast  series  of  expcri- 
meots  would  seem  to  conclude  the  contrary,  viz.  that  it  would  be  best  placed 
rather  abaft  midship,  than  before  it  The  analogy  sought  to  be  drawn  from 
the  prevalent  type  of  round  fishes'  forms  is  surely  nothing  to  the  purpose,  for 
how  can  it  be  reasoned  that  a  body  wholly  inmiersed  displaces  water  when 
in  motion  in  the  same  way  as  a  body  partly  immersed  and  partly  emergent? 
The  latter  creates  a  wave,  the  wave  of  translation  as  it  is  cdled ;  the  former 
none  whatever.  Agaiu,  it  will  be  a  question  with  many  whether  the  speed 
ofradng  crews  be  not  decisively  superior  to  others  of  the  last  half  dozen 
years.  Now  we  think  there  is  no  ground  for  supposing  this.  We  judge 
rowing  to  be  as  good  as  ever,  and  Oxford  and  Cambridge  never  to  have  sig- 
nallised  themselves  more  decisively  by  what  constitutes  the  glory  of  trained 
crews  than  they  have  just  done  in  their  past  practice- week.  But  with  the 
record  of  fifteen  days*  rowing  of  a  former  brilliant  University  crew  before  us 
DOW,  as  supplied  by  a  fiiend  firom  data  taken  carefully  at  the  time,  we  find 
that  its  deeds  were  fully  equal  in  speed  to  any  of  the  most  modem  times. 
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From  TwMdajft  Gaxette,  Apra^7th,  1858. 

Foreign  Office^  April  210. 
Notioe  is  hereby  given  that  in  order  to  facilitate  still  further  the 
obtaining  of  passports  by  British  subjects  desiring  to  proceed  to  the 
Continent,  passports  will  henceforth  be  issued  to  any  British  subject  who 
shall  produce  or  send  to  the  Passport  Department  of  the  Foreign-ofibse, 
or  to  any  one  of  the  undermentioned  agents  at  the  outports,  a  certificate 
of  his  identityy  signed  by  any  mayor,  magistrate,  justice  of  the  peace. 
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minister  of  religion,  phynciao,  surgeon,  solioitory  or  notaij  leeidsBt  in 
the  United  Kingdom.  Every  sucli  certificate  ranst  bear  the  signature 
of  the  person  on  whose  behalf  it  is  granted  ;  and  when  it  is  forwarded 
to  the  Foreign-office  it  must,  if  it  be  required  that  the  passport  should 
be  sent  by  return  of  post  to  the  person  who  granted  the  certificate,  in 
order  that  he  may  deliver  it  to  ihe  applicant  for  the  passport,  be  accom* 
panied  by  a  post^^oe  order  for  the  amount  of  the  fee  ;  or  if  forwarded 
by  post  to  an  agent  at  an  outport  the  postage  must  be  prepaid.  But 
an  agent  at  an  outpofi  will  only  deliyer  passports  to  persons  applying 
for  them  there  in  pursuance  of  such  certificate,  and  will  not  send  them 
by  post  to  any  persons  whaterer.  The  application  for  the  passport  if 
addressed  to  ''Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State,  Foreign  Offiee,  Lon- 
douj"  should  have  the  word  "  Passport'^  conspicuously  written  upon  the 
cover.  The  names  of  the  agents  who  have  been  appointed  to  issue 
Foreign-office  passports  at  the  undermentioned  ports,  are : — 

At  Dover Samuel  Metcalfe  Lathsin*  Esq. 

Folkestone  ....    Fiaoeis  M.  Faalkner,  Esq* 
Southampton   .         .    W.  J.  Le  Feovre,  Esq. 
Liverpool    •    .    .    ,    Nathan  Litherland,  Esq. 
The  oertifieate  of  identity  should  be  worded  in  the  following  focm,  and 
most  be  signed  and  sealed  by  the  person  giving  it  :^- 

(Date  of  {4aoe  and  day  of  the  month.) 
The  Uaiersigoed, 

Mayor  of 

Magistrate  for 

Justice  of  the  Peace  for 

Minister 

PhysiciAU 

Sui^eon 

Solicitor 

Notary 

Residing  at 
hereby  certifies  that  A.  J9.,  (ChriiHan  and  Surname  to  be  wriUen  at  length) 
whose  signature  is  written  at  loot,  is  a  British  subject 

a  nataraliaed  British  subject,  and  requires  a  passport  to  enable  him  to  pro« 
ceed  to 


to  travel  on  the  Continent  (accompanied  ae  the  ease 
majf  he^kifhie  u>ifea94  Mldre^  vm  their  tutor,  named  C  D.  (CkrieOanand 
Mumame  to  be  written  at  length)^  xt  Br&ith  wJ^eet 

mnaturakMdarHuhmd^eUtond  gmmmm,  and  mmdeemat^im' 

^erwvUe^  and  numeenant  lor  eervante},  named  S.  F*  a  Brituk  sic^M 

[or  mdifea^l,  andm  emtnier,  named  Q.  if.,  amatutiiUfed Srmh  jtH^eci, 
S^ed  ■ 

(with  the  usual  signature) 
(Serf) 
Signature  of  the  abovenamed  — 
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If  Am  applicant  fur  a  passport  be  a  naturalixed  firitish  subject  his 
naturaliaatioii,  with  his  signature  subscribed  to  the  oath  printed  on  the 
tiurd  page  of  it»  must  be  forwarded  to  the  Foreign -office,  with  the  cer- 
tificate of  identity  granted  on  his  behalf ;  and  his  certificate  of  natural- 
ixation  will  be  returned  with  the  passport  to  the  person  who  maj  have 
granted  the  dertificate  of  identity,  in  order  that  he  may  cause  such 
natoraliaed  British  subject,  not  being  a  servant  included  in  hu  employer's 
passport  to  sign  the  passport  in  his  presence.  But  the  agents  at  the 
ontports  are  not  authorized  to  grant  passports  to  naturaliied  British 
subjects,  nor  to  citizens  of  the  Ionian  States. 

The  charge  on  the  issue  of  a  passport,  whatever  number  of  persons 
may  be  named  in  it,  is  for  the  present  6  shillings,  and  that  sum  is  to  be 
paid  on  the  delivery  of  the  passport ;  or  if  it  is  desired  that  the  passport 
should  be  sent  by  post,  then  that  sum  must  be  forwarded  with  the  appli- 
eatioo  for  the  passport,  by  Post-office  order  made  payable  to  the  **  Chief 
Clerk  of  the  Foreign  ^office,"  at  the  Post  Office,  Charing  Cross. 

The  necessary  instructions  upon  this  point  have  been  sent  by  the 
Qenmral  Post-office  to  every  Money-order  office  throughout  the  kingdom. 
But  any  person  whose  certificate  of  identity  has  been  received  from  the 
country  may  obtain  his  passport  by  calling  for  it  at  the  Foreign-office 
on  the  day  following  the  receipt  of  the  application,  either  in  person  os 
by  deputy,  the  deputy,  in  the  latter  case,  exhibiting  a  signed  authority 
from  his  principal,  in  order  that  the  signature  may  be  compared  with 
the  signature  in  the  certificate  ;  but  in  this  case  the  words  ''  Passport 
will  be  applied  for  at  the  Foreign-office*^  must  be  added  to  the  certificate 
of  identity. 

The  form  of  application  heretofore  adopted  by  banking  firms  will 
continue  to  be  used  by  them. 

The  general  regulations  for  passports  as  now  amended  are  as  follows :-« 

I.— Applications  for  Foreign-office  passports  must  be  made  in  writing, 

and  enclosed  in  a  cover  addressed  to  "  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State, 

Foreign  Office,  London,''  or  to  an  agent  at  one  of  the  specified  outports, 

with  the  word  "  Passport**  conspicuously  written  on  the  cover. 

2.-»The  charge  on  the  issue  of  a  passport,  whatever  number  of  persons 
may  be  named  in  it,  is,  for  the  present,  6s.,  which  sum  includes  5s. 
stamp  duty. 

3. — Foreign-office  passports  are  granted  only  to  British-bom  subjects, 
or  to  mtizens  of  the  Ionian  States,  or  to  such  Foreigners  as  have  become 
naturalized  either  by  Act  of  Parliament  or  by  a  certificate  of  naturaliza- 
tion granted  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department. 
When  the  party  is  a  "  naturalised  British  subject**  he  will  be  so  desig- 

MO.  5, — TOL.  TH.  2  B 


182  hunt's  yachting  magazine. 

nated  in  his  ptflsport ;  and  if  his  ceriificate  of  uatiiraltsatioa  be  dated 
Eabeequentlj  to  the  24th  of  August,  1850,  hts  passport  will  be  marked 
as  good  for  one  jear  only ;  bat  this  regulation  will  not  predade  any 
person  whom  ifc  affects  from  obtaining,  at  any  future  period,  on  his  pro- 
ducing his  old  passport,  a  fresh  passport  for  a  further  limited  period  of 
one  year,  without  being  required  to  pay  a  fresh  chaige.     * 

4.—- Passports  are  issued  at  the  Foreign-office,  between  the  hours  of 
1 1  and  4,  on  the  day  following  that  on  which  the  application  for  the 
passport  has  been  received  at  the  Foreign-ofllce  ;  but  the  passport  will 
be  issued  at  the  outports  immediately  on  ^plication,  accompanied  1^ 
the  prodaction  of  a  certificate  of  identity,  within  such  hours  as  may  be 
ftced  with  regard  to  the  convenience  of  persons  desirous  of  embarking 
for  the  Continent. 

6. — Passports  are  granted  to  all  persons  either  kuown  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  or  recommended  to  him  by  some  person  who  is  known  to  him» 
or  upon  tlie  application  of  any  banking  firm  established  in  London^  or 
in  any  other  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  ;  or  upon  the  production  of  a 
certificate  of  identity,  signed  by  any  mayor,  magistrate,  justice  of  the 
peace,  minister  of  religion,  physician,  surgeon,  solicitor,  or  notary  ren- 
dent  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

6. — A  passport  cannot  be  sent  by  the  Foreign«office^  or  by  an  agent 
at  an  outport  to  a  person  abeady  abroad  ;  such  person  should  apply  for 
one  to  the  nearest  British  mission  or  Consulate. 

7.^-Foreign-office  passports  must  be  countersigned  at  the  mission  in 
London,  or  at  some  consulate  in  the  United  Kingdom,  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country  which  the  bearer  of  the  passport  intends  to  visit.* 

8. — A  Foreign*offiee  passport  granted  to  a  British  bom  subjecti  or  to 

a  citizen  of  the  Ionian  States  or  to  a  ^'naturalized  British  subject'*  whose 

certificate  of  naturalization  is  dated  previously  to  August  24th»   1850, 

if  not  limited  in  point  of  time,  but  b  available  for  any  time,  or  for  any 

number  of  journeys  to  the  Continent,  if  eauniertignsd  ttfreik  by  the 

Ministers  or  Consuls  of  the  countries  which  the  bearer  intends  to  visit ; 

but  a  passport* granted  to  a  ''naturalized  British  subject^*  whose  oer* 

tificate  is  dated  subsequently  to  the  24th  of  August  1850,  is  only 

available  for  the  period  for  which  the  passport  was  originally  granted. 

*  It  is  requisite  that  tbe  bearer  of  every  passport  granted  bj  the  ForeigB* 
office  should  sign  hie  passport  before  he  sends  it  to  be  vis^  at  any  forSgn 
missicn  or  consulate  in  England  ;  without  such  signature  either  the  viisa  may 
be  reflised  or  tbe  validity  of  the  passport  questioned  abroad.  Aad  travellws 
who  may  have  any  intention  of  visiting  the  Austrian  States  at  any  time  in  the 
course  of  their  travels  on  the  Continent  are  particularly  and  earnestly  advised 
not  to  quit  England  without  having  their  psMports  vi«M  at  the  Austrian  mis- 
sion in  London  i  but  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  visa  to  a  Foreign-office  pass- 
port of  either  the  Pmsdan  or  Sardinian  authorities  in  the  tTnited  Kingdom. 
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Lift  cfthm  PkiDcipal  Foreign  Passport- office*  in  London,  where  Foreign- 
office  PasaporU  are  to  vis^d. 
Aoitrian  Legation,  CbandoB-house,  CaTendiah- square. 
Bavarian  Lection,  3,  Hill-street,  Berkeley-sqaare, 
Belgian  Consulate,  53,  Gracechurch-street. 
French  Consulate,  36,  King  William-street,  CSty. 
Netherlands  Consulate,  20|,  Great  St.  Helens. 
Portuguese  Consulate,  5,  ^ffrev's  Square. 
Russian  Consulate,  32,  Great  Winchester-street. 
Sicilian  Consulate,  1 5,  Cambridge-street,  Edgware  Road. 
Spanish  Legation,  17,  Hereford-street,  Park  Lane. 
Tarkish  BmbiMy,  1,  Btyaostone- square. 


LINES  ON  THE  WINDS. 

We  come!  we  come!  and  ye  feel  our  might. 
As  we're  hastening  on  in  our  boundless  flight' 
And  orer  the  mountains,  and  over  the  deep, 
Our  broad  invisible  pinions  sweep, 
Like  the  spirit  of  Liberty,  wild  and  free  1 
And  ye  look  on  our  works,  and  own  *tis  we : 
Te  call  us  the  Winds ;  but  can  ye  tell 
Whither  we  go,  or  where  we  dwell? 

Ye  mark,  as  we  vary  our  forms  and  power, 
And  fell  the  forest,  or  ikn  the  flower. 
When  the  hate-bell  moves,  and  the  rush  ts  bent, 
When  the  tower's  o'ertbrown  and  the  oak  is  rent^ 
As  we  waft  the  bark  o'er  the  slumbering  wave. 
Or  hurry  its  crew  to  a  watery  grave : 
And  ye  say  it  is  we!  but  can  ye  trace 
The  wandering  winds  to  their  secret  phice  t 

And  whether  our  breath  be  loud  and  high, 
Or  come  in  a  soft  and  balmy  sigh, 
Our  threatening  filla  the  aonl  with  fear. 
Or  our  gentle  whisperings  woo  the  air 
With  music  aerial,  still  'tis  we 
And  ye  list,  and  ye  look ;  but  what  do  ye  sec  f 
Can  ye  hush  one  sound  of  our  voice  to  peace. 
Or  waken  one  note,  when  our  numbers  cease  ? 

Our  dwelling  is  in  the  Almighty ^s  hand ; 

We  come  and  we  go  at  bis  command. 

Though  joy  or  sorrow  may  mark  our  track. 

His  will  is  our  guide,  and  we  look  not  back ; 

And  if;  in  our  wrath,  ye  would  turn  us  away, 

Or  win  us  in  gentlest  air  to  play, 

Then  lift  up  your  hearts  to  Him  who  binds, 

Or  frees,  as  he  will,  the  obedient  Winds. — Goiir.D. 
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A  N£W  MODE  OF  TREATMENT  FOR  PERSONS 
APPARENTLY  DROWNED. 

Tkb  following  mles  for  the  treatment  of  persons  apparently  drowned^  have 
been  pointed  out  to  us  by  a  correspondent.  They  ore  written  from  m  work 
recently  published,  and  entitled,  "  Prone  and  Postural  Respiration  in  Drown- 
ing, and  other  Forms  of  Apueea  or  Saspended  Respiration,**  by  the  late 
Marshall  Hall,  m.d.,  f.r.8. 

Of  this  work,  the  **  Lancet*'  says: — ^'^This  is  one  of  the  most  interesting 
and  important  works  of  modem  timea— a  work  whose  object  is,  to  invite  the 
attention  of  the  profession  to  certain  new  views  regarding  the  ratiooale  of 
suspended  respiration,  as  well  as  to  the  practical  results  which  have  arisen 
from  the  method  pointed  out." 

llie  essentials,  or  the  means  to  be  adopted  in  every  case  : — 

1.  Send  with  all  speed  for  medical  aid,  articles  of  clothing,  bUnketa, 
Arc,  hot — 

2.  Let  not  a  moment  of  time  be  lost, — treat  the  patient  on  the  spot,  in 
the  open  air,  exposing  the  &ce  and  chest  freely  to  the  breeze  (exeept  in  too 
cold  weather,) 

Then  to  excite  respiration, — 

8.  Place  the  patient  gently,  and  for  a  moment,  on  the  &oe,  to  allow  any 
fluids  to  flow  from  the  mouth. 

4.  Then  raise  the  patient  into  a  sitting  posture,  and  endeavour  to  excite 
respiratian  by  irritating  the  nostrils  by  snuff,  hartshorn,  &c.,— by  dashing 
hot  and  cold  water  alternately  on  the  face  and  chest.  If  these  means  fail, — 
to  imitate  respiration. 

5.  Replace  the  patient  on  his  face,  his  wrists  under  his  forehead,  and — 
(1.)  Turn  the  body  gradually,  but  completely  on  the  side,  and  a  little 

more  ;  and  then  again  on  the  face,  alternately. 

(2.)  When  replaced,  apply  pressure  along  the  back  and  ribs,  and  then 
remove  it,  and  proceed  as  before. 

(3.)  Let  these  measures  be  repeated  gently , deliberately,  hut  efficiently  and 
perseveringly,  sixteen  times  in  the  minute,  only. 

6.  Continuing  these  measures,  rub  all  the  limbs  upwards,  making  firm 
pressure,  energetically. 

7.  Replace  the  wet  clothes  by  such  other  covering,  &c.,  as  can  be  pro- 
cured. 

Omit  the  warm  hath  until  respirafian  he  estahluhed. 
JVo/«.— 'You  will  remark  that  it  is  next  to  impossible  in  a  majority  of  cases, 
by  applying  and  removing  pressure  to  and  from  the  sternum  and  ribs,  to  in- 
duce effectual  expiration  and  inspiratioif,  the  body  being  in  a  supine  position, 
for  many  causes  of  obstruction  may  remain  in  the  mouth  and  passages,  so  as 
to  obstruct  the  entrance  into  the  windpipe,  and  these  on  examination,  can 
best  be  removed  when  the  body  leans  somewhat  forward.  Indeed,  if  attempto 
to  induce  respiration  be  made  in  the  supine  position,  foreign  bodies  or  other 
matter  may  be  forced  into  the  air  passages,  and  thus  destroy  the  patient. 
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lo  the  prone  potition*  the  means  now  proposed  to  accomplish  respiration, 
Yia.  :^The  alternate  pronation  with  dorsal  pressure,  and  the  removal  of  thai 
prewuie  and  rotation  have  never  failed. 

In  the  prstent  state  of  our  knowledge,  then,  alternate  pronation  and  rota- 
tion, and  pressure,  as  ahove  explained,  are  equivalent  to  respiration,  and 
respiration  is  the  remedy  for  apuoea.  But  these  measures  must  be  admin- 
isteted  on  the  spot,  on  the  instant  in  the  free  air.  All  delays,  and  all 
other  measures  *  hitherto  discovered  and  applied,  are  delays.  Removal, 
the  warm  bath,  galvanism— are  homicidal  I  Postural  appliances,  as  herein 
noted,  sudden  cold  and  sudden  heat,  and  especially  the  two  alternately,  are 
on  the  contrary,  excitants  of  respiration,  and  therefore  remedies  in  the  early 
stage  of  apnosa,  or  suspended  lespiration. 

But,  although  a  patient  may  be  so  far  resuscitated  from  a  suspended  respi- 
ration aa  to  be  to  all  appearance  safe,  there  is  a  hidden  and  remote  danger 
from  a  tendency  to  relapse,  even  afler  many  houis«  into  a  condition  of 
secondary  apusea.  To  escape  this  danger,  it  is  strongly  recommended  that 
the  patient  should  inhale,  "dilute  pure  ammonia,"  frequently  and  freely,  for 
a  few  hours  duration. 


PRINCE  OF  WALES  YACHT  CLUB^-Opumia  Tbip. 

This  dob  was  the  first  to  commence  the  season  on  Old  Father  Thames, 
on  Thursday,  April  Ist,  by  a  trip  from  Blackwall  to  Erith,  and  the  following 
yichts  appeared  at  the  rendezvous, — Silver  Cloud,  Argonaut,  Rover,  Angle- 
sea,  Wanderer,  &c.  After  embarking  a  host  of  the  right  sort  of  jolly  fellows, 
the  squadron,  got  underway,  the  Silver.  Cloud,  bearing  the  pendant  of  the 
Commodore,  R«  Hewett  Esq.,  in  the  van,  closely  followed  by  the  others. 

They  arrived  at  the  destined  port  without  meeting  with  any  disaster,  and 
were  welcomed  by  the*  aborigines,  and  several  members  who  had  been  whirled 
through  the  air  with  lightning  speed.  The  nauticals  and  landsmen  then  ad- 
jonroed  to  the  Crown  Inn,  Mine  Host  of  which  had  provided  a  plentiful 
store  of*'  good  things"  to  comfort  and  recruit  the  weary  travellers. 

The  Commodore  occupied  the  chair,  and  Vice- Commodore  Knibbs,  acted 
as  croupier.  It  must  have  been  highly  gratifying  to  the  caterer  to  find  that 
his  evtiiw  was  appreciated  by  his  guests. 

The  cloth  withdrawn  "  Wine,  rosy  wine''  appesred,  and  the  Chief,  ever  up 
to  Ins  work,  in  very  loyal  phrases  proposed  "The  Queen,*'  **The  Prince 
CoDsort,  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  rest  of  the  Royal  Family.'*    These  toasts 
we  need  scarcely  say  were  loudly  and  enthusiastically  cheered.    *'Tbe  Army 
sod  Navy  **  followed,  with  some  excellent  singing,  but 
*•  The  standing  toast. 
That  pleased  them  most,'* 
wss  '^Prosperity  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  Yscht  Club.*'  In  proposing  this  toast 
the  chairman  said.  He  had  had  that  pleasurable  duty  so  often  that  he  could 
Ksroely  find  words  to  do  justice  to  the  subject.  He  then  went  on  to  describe 
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the  rapid  pro^ieM  of  the  cluh,  and  that  he  scarcely  remembered  a  foul  daj 
OQce  had  been  at  its  helm,  —the  members  always  paUed  together  in  the  sane 
boat,  and  while  they  continued  to  do  that  the  club  could  not  fail  to  keep  ita 
proud  position.  He  know  they  would  all  join  with  him  in  drtnki&g  prospe- 
rity to  the  club. 

The  cheering  that  fi^pwed  this  toast  was  nearlff  equal  to  the  thunders  at 
Bebastopol,— the  birds  forsook  their  resting  places, — Old  Thames  awoke 
ftom  his  slumbers, — and,  the  finny  tribe  fled  affrighted  from  the  Keotiab 
shore. 

Order  having  been  once  more  restored  a  oettato  celebrated  **  Medieo/ 
proposed  the  "  Health  of  the  Commodore/'  accompanied  by  such  fiicetioQs 
remarks,  that  some  of  the  company  unable  to  bear  the  acintiilation,  were 
forced  to  hold  their  sides,  being  convulsed  with  laughter. 

The  Commodore  in  returning  thanks  assured  them  that  be  would  ever 
use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  promote  the  suecesa  of  the  body,  and  hoped  he 
would  always  be  worthy  of  their  esteem. 

Mr.  Bardett,  in  very  egolistic  terms  proposed  the  ^'Health  of  the  Yioe- 
Commodore,"  which  again  called  forth  the  applause  of  the  company. 

The  worthy  officer,  in  his  usual  quiet  and  gentlemanly  manner  returned 
thanks,  saying  if  the  little  services  he  gave  the  club  were  of  any  value  be 
would  feel  a  pleasure  in  continuing  them. 

Mr.  Legg  rose  to  propose  the  **  Health  of  the  Treasurer,  (PercivaX  Turner* 
Esq.),  and  the  other  Officers  of  the  Glub.**  In  proposing  the  toast  Mr.  L. 
expiated  on  the  benefits  conferred  on  the  club  by  the  care  bestowed  on  the 
fuuds  by  the  Treasurer,  and  on  whom  he  passed  some  well  merited  compli- 
ments. 

The  Treasurer  returned  thanks  on  behalf  of  his  brother  officers  and  him- 
self, and  he  could  assure  the  members  of  the  club  that  he  felt  pleasure  in* 
knowing  his  conduct  was  appreciated  by  them. 

The  Vice-Commodore  rose  and  said,  All  yachtsmen  were  engaged  in  one 
object,  the  promotion  of  the  beautiful  sport  of  jacbt  sailing  and  the  art  o^ 
yacht  building ;  they  all  worked  together  for  one  aim,  and  consequently  there 
should  be  but  one  fellow-ieeling  running  through  the  whole  great  body.  He 
concluded  by  proposing  the  ♦*  Royal  Thames  and  other  Yacht  Clubs." 

This  meeting  was  a  truly  happy  one,  and  the  dial  announced  the  **  »*n^\\ 
hours  "  'ere  the  company  parted, — ^some  to  roost,  some  to  return  to  town, 
and  some  to  extend  the  voyage  ftrther  down  the  river. 


YACHT  CLUB  MEMORANDA. 

Ifoyol  Lnndan  Yacht  Club.^A,  Arcedeckae,  Esq.,  th^  Commodore,  as 
usual  presided  over  the  monthly  meeting  on  the  19ih  ult.,  at  the  Caledonian 
Hotel,  Adelphi,  and  a  numerous  company  assembled. 

After  the  previous  minutes  had  been  read  and  confirmed,  and  several  new 
members  elected,  the  Commodore  proposed  and  Mr.  Crockibiti  secooded« 
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tUt  Mr.  Joseph  G.  Beooett,  jua^  of  the  New  Tork  Cl«b,  aod  Mr.  Charles 
Cfiffnrd,  beeome  Honorary  Memberi  oi  the  clul).  This  was  ooanxmoody 
agreed  to.  We  should  observe  that  Mr.  Croekfi>id  spc^e  of  Mr.  Clifford  id 
the  highett  torms,  and  dc^tnbed  his  ioTentioD  as  a  great  boon  to  the  mari- 
time  world.  The  clab  does  itself  infinite  credit  by  adding  Mr.  Clifford's 
name  to  their  list,  and  we  hope  every  Yacht  Club  and  other  Society  will  also 
testify  their  approval  of  the  disinterested  conduct  of  this  hiimane  and  excel* 
lent  man,  by  electing  him  a  member. 

lit  was  moved  by  the  Commodore  that'  the  sum  of  iS2  each  be  given  to 
the  Royal  Life- boat  Institution,  the  Shipwreck  Mariners'  Society,  and  the 
Dreadnought  Hospital  Ship :  these  sums  were  agreed  to. 

A  long  discussion  ensued  respecting  passports,  in  which  several  gentlemen 
joined.  The  Secretary  stated  that  he  had  written  to  the  Consul-General  of 
France,  asking  what  plan  should  be  adopted  with  respect  to  the  members  of 
the  dob,  yacht  owners,  visiting  French  ports,  to  which  the  Coasnl-Creneral 
replied  that  yacht  owners  had  better  take  passports  with  them  if  they  had  an 
intention  of  landing.  The  men  forming  the  crew  of  the  yacht  would  not  re- 
qnire  passports,  but  would  be  treated  as  ordinary  seamen. 

Mr.  Crockibrd  remarked  that  very  few  gentlemen  shipped  men  under  arti- 
cles, and  adverted  to  the  fact  that  a  communication  was  going  on  with  the 
Governments  repeeting  passports.  He  suggested  that  the  best  course 
would  be  to  .leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Commodore  and  Secretary.  Mr. 
Eagles  said  it  was  an  important  matter,  as  affecting  the  club  privileges,  and 
should  not  be  allowed  to  pass  over  without  notice.  The  Commodore  at 
once  undertook  to  sec  the  ConsuUGeneral  upon  the  subject. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  stewards  for  the  matches-^Mesars. 
Bartlett,  E.  Crossley,  Osborne,  Joy,  Geach,  Osgood,  S.  F.  Oriel,  C.  Oriel, 
Ruhi,  Powell,  Philips,  Stanbridge,  and  Captains  Burgess  and  Robertson. 

In  the  eourse  of  the  evening  Mr.  Nixon,  exhibited  models,  and  ex- 
pbdned  the  principle  of  his  patented  invention  for  the  improved  method  of 
fitting  rudders  to  vessels  and  boats  of  all  descriptions,  by  which  the  rudder 
fiaes  and  &lls  in  passing  over  obstructions  without  being  unshipped.  The 
invention  has  been  approved  of  by  the  Admiralty,  and  no  doubt  it  will  come 
into  general  use. 


Royal  CmuuHtm  Yachi  CZaft.— The  annual  meeting  of  this  club  in  March 
Jaat  vras  well  attended,  and  measures  were  taken  to  carry  on  the  forthcoming 
aeaaon  with  spirit. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  officers  for  the  present  year : — 
Commodore,  E.  M.  Hodder,  Esq. ;  Vice-Commodore,  T.  A.  Begbe,  Esq.; 
Captam,  W.  A  Campbell,  Esq.;  Treasurer,  W.  Wakefield,  Esq.;  Secretary, 
H.  W.Fitton,  Esq. ;  Assistant  Secretary,  W.  Armstrong,  Esq, 

Several  new  yachu  have  been  added  to  the  club  list,  and  a  great  addition 
hea  aUo  been  aude  to  the  membess. 
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Clyde  Modd  Yacht  C/11&.— The  usual  monthly  meettog  was  held  at  die 
Globe  Hotel,  Glasgow,  on  Monday  the  6th  ult.,  with  John  Ure,  Esq^  in  the 
Chair.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been  read,  J.  E.  Reid, 
Esq.,  of  the  Diamond  cutter,  was  elected  Bear-Cdtaimodore.  D.  Buchanan, 
and  A  Finlay,  Esqrs.  were  added  to  the  Committee. 

T.  Livingstone  and  J.  McLean,  Esqrs.  were  elected  members,  and  W. 
Harley,  jun.,  £^.,  was  proposed  for  election  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  sailing  matches  for  the  sesson  were  appointed,  viz.  at  Grourock  Jane 
25£h,  at  Rothesay  July  28rd,  at  Largs,  the  Corinthian  Match,  August  19th, 
and  at  Dunoon,  Challenge  Cup,  September  ISth. 


VARIATION  OF  THE  COMPASS. 

Tbb  following  information  respecting  the  yariation  of  the  compass  In  the 
British  Island  and  adjacent  seas,  is  inserted  to  show  the  decrease  of  the  varia- 
tion, which  in  the  last  twenty  years  has  amounted  to  one  quarter  of  a  pdnt, 
and  at  present  arerages  6'  annually. 

From  Shetland,  the  Orkneys,  and  Hebrides,  to  the  Northern  coasts  of  France, 
between  Calais  and  Ushant,  the  present  general  direction  of  the  lines  of  equal 
variation  is  S.S.W.  and  K.N.E.,  (true),  ranging  in  amount  from  21^  to  28^ 
Westerly. 

.    .  Eastern  CoaeL 


At  Lerwick  &:Sttmburgh  Head25<'  W. 
Pentland  and  Moray  Firths. ..25} 

Buohanness  and  Fifencss 24} 

Holy  andFam  Islands 24 

Shields,  Sunderland  &  Har- 
tlepool  23i 


At  Flamborough  Head 22^^  W 

The  Wash  and  Dudgeon £2} 

Leman  and  Ower,  Yarmouth 

&  Orfordness 21^ 

River  Thames. 21^ 


Southern  Coaet. 


At  North  and  South  Forelands 

and  Dungeness 21<^  W. 

Peechey  Head 2l| 

St.  Catherine's,  Isle  of  Wight22 
Bill  of  Portland. 22^ 


At  Start  Point 2SO  W. 

Lisard  Point. 23| 

Scilly  Islands   24} 

Cork  Harliour.. 26 

Cape  Clear. 26| 


JVeetem  Coaet, 


At  Valentia  and  the  Blasqueto  2 

Arran  Islands 27~ 

AchilHead. 28 

Tory  Island 27^ 


7i°W. 


At  Innistrahul  Lighthouse 27<>  W. 

Skerryvore  Lighthouse. 27| 

Barra  Head 27| 

Butt  of  Lewis 28 


At  the  Mincb  &  LitUe  Minch...27pW. 

Cape  Wrath. 27 

Thurso 26 


Northern  Coaet, 

At  North  Honaldsha,  Orkneys  2 5|fW. 

Foula  Island,  Shetland.. 25] 

Unst  Island,  Shetland 25 


Irieh  Sea  and  Brietol  Chamnd, 


At  Mull  of  Gmtire 2ei°  W. 

MuU  of  Galloway 25f 

Isle  of  Man 25 

Liverpool 24 

Holyhead 24f 


At  DubUn 8j 

Smalls  Lighthouse.. 24; 

Tnskar  Lighthouse 25, 

Lunday  Island 24 

Bristol  S3 


l5foW. 
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Northern  CoaH  of  France. 


At  Calais. 20}°  W. 

HaTTe 21 

CapeBarflenr^ f, 21| 

Jeney    ; 21] 


At  Casquets,    Aldcrney,  and 

GuerDBCj 22^**  W. 

Ushant. 23 


LETTERS  FROM  HIGH  LATITUDES. 

A  work  beariDg  the  above  attractiTe  title  has  been  some  short  time 
before  the  public,  and  we  ha?e  become  possessed  of  a  copy  (not  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  publisher  but  by  purchase).  The  one  before  us  is  the 
^  third  edition;"  and  from  its  contents,  we  think  the  author  or  publisher, 
very  fortunate.  The  work  is  "  well  got  up/'  neatly  printed  on  tinted 
paper,  and  bears  an  aristocratic  appearance.  We  have  marked  a  passage 
or  two  of  the  best  portions  for  insertion.  It  will  be  necessary  to  observe 
tbst  the  author  became  acquainted  with  Prince  Napoleon,  who  was 
in  Iceland,  with  the  steamer  Reine  Hortense,  and  our  author  availed 
ikimself  of  the  ofier  to  tow  hb  schooner  in  search  of  the  island  of  Jan 
Moyen,  when  after  proceeding  some  300  miles  the  Prince  abandoned  the 
object,  which  is  thus  described:— 

'^During  the  whole  of  that  afternoon  and  the  following  night  we  made  but 
little  Northing  at  all,  and  the  next  day  the  ice  leemed  more  pertinaciously 
in  oor  way  than  ever ;  neither  could  we  relieve  the  monotony  of  the  hours 
bj  converaing  with  each  other  on  the  black  boards,  as  the  mist  was  too  thick 
fcr  Of  to  distinguish  from  on  board  one  ship  anything  that  was  passing  on 
the  deck  of  the  other.  Notwithstanding  the  great  care  and  skill  with  which 
the  steamer  threaded  her  way  among  the  loose  floes,  it  was  impossible  some- 
times to  prevent  fragments  of  ice  striking  us  with  considerable  violence  on 
the  bows ;  and  as  we  lay  in  bed  at  night,  I  confess  that  until  we  got  accus- 
toflied  to  the  noise,  it  was  by  no  means  a  pleasant  thing  to  bear  the  pieces 
aogiilj  scraping  along  the  ship's  sides--  within  two  inches  of  our  ears.  On 
the  evening  of  the  fourth  day  it  came  on  to  blow  pretty  hard,  and  at  mid- 
night it  bad  freshened  to  half  a  gale ;  "but  by  dint  of  standing  well  away  to 
the  eastward  we  had  succeeded  in  reaching  comparatively  open  water,  and 
I  had  gone  to  bed  in  great  hopes  that  at  all  events  the  breese  would  brush 
off  the  fog,  and  enable  us  to  see  our  way  a  little  more  clearly  the  next 
morning. 

'  \  t^^  o'clock  ▲.!!.  the  oflker  of  the  watch  jumped  down  into  my  cabin, 
a     awoke  me  with  the  new*-***  That  the  Frenchman  was  assaying  summat 

0  lis  black  board  I"  Feeling  by  the  motion  that  a  very  heavy  sea  must 
1]  '  been  knocked  up  during  the  night,  I  began  to  be  afraid  that  something 
t       have  gone  wrong  with  the  towing-gear,  or  that  a  hawser  might  have 

1  DM  entangled  in  the  corvette's  screw — which  was  the  catastrophe  of 
0.  5. — ^VOL.  vu.  2  c 
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which  I  had  always  been  most  apprehentiTe ;  so  slipping  into  a  pair  of  fur 
boots,  which  I  carefully  kept  by  the  bedside  in  case  of  an  emergency,  and 
throwing  a  fur  cloak  over— 

*<Le  simple  appareil 
D*aae  heaut^  qu*oii  lient  d'arracher  &ii  sommeil," 
I  caught  hold  of  a  telescope,  and  tumbled  up  on  deck.  Anything  more  bitter 
and  disagreeable  than  the  icy  blast,  which  caught  me  round  the  waist  as  I 
emerged  from  the  companion — I  never  remember.  With  both  hands  ooeu^ 
pied  in  levelling  the  telescope,  I  could  not  keep  the  wind  from  blowing  the 
loose  wrap  quite  off  my  shoulders,  and  except  for  the  name  of  the  thing,  I 
might  just  as  well  have  been  standing  in  my  shirt.  Indeed,  I  was  so  irresia- 
tibly  struck  with  my  own  resemblance  to  a  coloured  print  I  remember  in 
youthful  days, — ^representing  that  celebrated  character  ''Puss  in  Boots," 
with  a  purple  robe  of  honour  streaming  far  behind  him  on  the  wind,  to  ex- 
press the  velocity  of  his  magical  progress— that  I  laughed  aloud  while  I 
shivered  in  the  blast.  What  with  the  spray  and  mist,  moreover,  it  was  a 
good  ten  minutes  before  I  could  make  out  the  writing,  and  when  at  last  I 
did  spell  out  the  letters,  their  meaning  was  not  very  inspiriting:  "Nau9 
retoumatu  a  Reykjavik  /''  So  evidently  they  bad  given  it  up  as  a  bad  job, 
and  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  island  was  inaccessible.  Yet  it 
seemed  very  hard  to  have  to  turn  back,  after  coming  so  far  I  we  had  already- 
made  upwards  of  300  miles  since  leaving  Iceland :  it  could  not  be  much 
above  120  or  130  more  to  Jan  May  en ,  and  although  things  looked  unpro- 
mising, there  still  seemed  such  a  chance  of  success,  that  I  could  not  find  in 
my  heart  to  give  in  ;  so— having  run  up  a  jack  at  the  fore— (all  writing  on 
our  board  was  out  of  the  question,  we  were  so  deluged  with  spray)— I  jumped 
down  to  wake  Fitzgerald  and  Sigurdr,  and  tell  them  we  were  going  to  cast 
off,  in  case  they  had  any  letters  to  send  home.  In  the  mean  time,  I  scribbled 
a  line  of  thanks  and  good  wishes  to  M.  de  la  Ronciere,  and  another  to  you, 
and  guyed  it  with  our  mails  on  board  the  corvette — ^in  a  milk  can. 

"  In  the  mean  time  all  was  bustle  on  board  our  decks,  and  I  think  every 
one  was  heartily  pleased  at  the  thoughts  of  getting  the  little  schooner  again 
under  canvas.  A  couple  of  reefs  were  hauled  down  in  the  mainsail  and 
staysail,  and  everything  got  ready  for  making  sail. 

•'  Is  all  clear  forward  for  slipping,  Mr.  Wyse  P" 

"Ay,  ay.  Sir;  all  clearl" 

"  Let  go  the  tow-ropes"! 

"AUgone,8irr 

And  down  went  the  heavy  hawsers  into  the  sea,  up  fluttered  the  staysail, 
—then— poising  for  a  moment  on  the  waves  with  the  startled  hesitation  of 
a  bird  suddenly  set  free,— the  little  creature  spread  her  wings,  thrice  dip^-  ^ 
her  ensign  in  token  of  adieu — receiving  in  return  a  hearty  cheer  from 
French  crew— and  glided  like  a  phantom  into  the  North,  while  the  Ri 
Hortente  puffed  back  to  Iceland. 

Ten  minutes  more  and  we  were  the  only  denizens  of  that  misty  sea. 
confess  I  felt  excessively  sorry  to  have  lost  the  society  of  such  joyous  cc 
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panioDs;  they  had  received  us  always  with  such  merry  good  nature:  the 
PriDce  had  shown  himself  so  gracious  and  considerate,  and  he  was  surrounded 
by  a  staff  of  such  clever,  well-informed  persons,  that  it  was  with  the  deepest 
regret  I  watched  the  fog  close  round  the  magnificent  corvette,  and  bury  her 
and  all  whom  she  contained—within  its  bosom.  Our  own  situation,  too, 
was  not  altogether  without  causing  me  a  little  anxiety.  We  had  not  seen 
the  sun  for  two  days ;  it  was  very  thick,  with  a  heavy  sea,  and  dodging 
about  as  we  hsd  been  among  the  ice,  at  the  heels  of  the  steamer,  our 
dead  reckoning  was  not  very  much  to  be  depended  upon.  The  best  plan 
I  thought  would  be  to  stretch  away  at  once  clear  of  the  ice,  then  run 
up  into  the  latitude  of  Jan  Mayen,  and — as  soon  as  we  should  have  reached 
the  parallel  of  its  northern  extremity — bear  down  on  the  land.  If  there  was 
any  access  at  all  to  the  island,  it  was  very  evident  it  would  be  on  its  northern 
or  eastern  side ;  and  now  that  we  were  alone,  to  keep  on  knocking  up 
through  a  hundred  miles  or  so  of  ice  in  a  thick  fog — in  our  fragile  schooner, 
would  have  been  out  of  the  question. 

(Toheamtinwd.) 
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There  are  at  present  fltUng  out  in  Leith  Docks  the  Blavis,  schooner,  147 
tons,  Q.  Arbuthnot  Esq.;  Avenger,  cutter,  42  tons,  H.  Mcdean,  Esq.;  Miranda, 
scbooner,  30  tons,  H.  H.  Brown,  Esq. ;  and  in  Granton  Harbour,  the  Stella, 
cutler,  41  tons,  recently  bought  by  the  Earl  of  Dalkeith,  from  C.  T.  Couper; 
Esq. 

The  Lotus,  schooner,  €0  tons,  built  last  year  by  Fife,  wintered  at  Leith,  and 
has  recently  been  taken  through  the  Leith  and  Clyde  Canal  to  Troon,  where 
she  is  to  be  lengthened  10  feet  amidships. 

The  Satellite,  cutter,  just  bought  by  William  Muir,  Esq.,  Bear-Commodore 
of  the  Royal  Eastern  Tacht  Club,  from  T.  Dunlop  Douglas,  Esq^  is  soon  ex- 
pected on  the  Firth  of  Forth.  We  are  glad  to  find  that  so  spirited  and  experi- 
enced a  yachtsman,  as  Mr.  Muir,  has  become  the  owner  of  so  fine  a  vessel. 

C/jm/s.— Considerable  activity  prevails  here  in  the  building  way.    There  is 
one  8-tonner.  and  two  6  tonners  on  at  Fairlle,  besides  one  e-tonner  in  Glasgow 
for  the  Club.    Fife  has  also  some  larger  craft  on,  one  50,  one  SO,  besides  two 
or  three  for  alteration. 
Scott  of  Greenock  has  a  33-ton  schooner  just  laid  down. 
We  understand  the  Sophia,  cutter  35  tons,  belonging  to  the  Boyal  Northern 
is  for  sale.   She  was  built  by  Harvey,  of  Wivenboe.    Captain  Helby,  Secretary 
of  the  Boyal  Victoria  Tacht  Club  has  a  cutter  of  about  40  tons  for  sale,  which 
r  be  had  a  bargain,  as  her  owner  is  desirous  of  having  a  larger  craft. 
embroke  Dock  Rcyal  Regatta,  —The  Begatta  is  announced  to  take  place  on 
e  25th,  (being  the  anniversary  of  Her  Majesty's  Coronation,)  and  from  the 
it  success  attained  last  year  will  prove  very  attractive.    We  regret  to  hear 
i  Mr.  G.  Arber,  who  so  ably  filled  the  duties  of  Hon.  Sec  for  the  last  two 
r's  is  about  to  proceed  to  the  Mauritius.    The  success  of  the  past  regattas 
nbutable  to  this  gentleman.    Mr.  J.  McLean,  will  officiate  this  year. 
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REGATTAS  AND  MATCHES. 

Kay  22.— Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  Match  for  first  and  second  class,  from 

Ebrith  to  the  Nore  and  back. 
Jnne  1. --Wellington  Yacht  CInb  Match 

5.«*Birkendead  Model  Yacht  Club  Match 

7.— Royal  ]:A)ndoa  Yacht  Club  Match,  for  first  and  second  dase,  flnom 

Erith  to  the  Nore  and  back.    Entries  dose  May  31. 
a2.^Boyal  Thames  Yacht  Clnb  Schooner  Match*  for  first  and  second 

class,  from  Grayesend  round  tthe  Mouse  and  back  to  Qreenhithe. 

Entries  dose  Jnne  15. 
22.— Royal  Mersey  Yacht  dub 
25  .^Clyde  Model  Yacht  dob  Match  »t  Qourock 
28.— Pembroke  Dock  Regatta 
29.— Ranelagh  Yacht  Club  Match 
ao.— Tenby  Regatta 
July  7.-*Royal  Thames  Yadit  dub  Match,  ibr  third  and  fourth  dass,  from 

Erith  to  the  Chapman  and  back.    Entries  close  June  28. 
13, 14.— Royal  Cork  Yacht  Club  Regatta. 


HIGH  WATER  TIDE  TABLE  FOR  MAT. 


High  Water 
Lon.  Bridge 
mom.  after 


The  time  of  high  water  at  the  following  places  may  be 
tained,  by  adding  to,  or  substracting  from,  the  time  at  London 
Bridge. 


Aberystwith 

Alderney 

55  6  10|  Bantry  Bay 

Bridlington 

Carmarthan 

Cork  Harbour 

Dartmouth 

Dudgeon  Light.... 

Eddystone 

Exmouth  Bar..... 

Falmouth 

Flamboro'  Head.. 
Guernsey  Pier.... 

Hartlepool 

Humber  Mouth... 
Kinsale  Harbour 

Lands  End 

LeithPier 

Lynn  Regis 

Plymouth 

Swansea. 

56  10  25   Torbay 

55,11  25  Waterford 

Weymouth 

Whitby 

Amsterdam 

Antwerp 

Bourdeuz «. 


23 


h. 

add  5    23 
4    38 

1  39 
2 
4 

2  23 

3  58 
5 
8 
4 
3 
2 
4 


23 
8 

18 
8 

23 

23 


55 

15    0  40 

0  1  20 
40!  2  € 
20i  2  40 
55;  3  10 
30   3  45 

5    4  25 


1  38 

3  23 

2  23 

2  23 
0  15 

4  38 

3  26 
3  49 
3  58 


Cherbourg.. 
Hamburgh., 
Brest 


43 
23 
38 
53 
18 
45 
23 
3  53 
I     39 


Aberdeen.... 
AMborottgh 

Bd&st 

Brighton 

Camaryon 

Cowes 

Dublin  Bar 

Dungeness 

Folkestone 

Foreland,  North .. 
Foreland,  South... 

Graresend 

Greenwich 

Harwich 

Howth  Harbour... 

Ipswich 

Kentish  Knock.... 

Lowestoft.. 

Margate. 

Nore  Light 

Portsmouth.. 

Sheemess 

Southampton 

Spithead 

Yarmouth  Roads.. 

Calais 

Dieppe^... 

Havre  de  Grace«.. 

Ostende 

Honfleur 

New  York 


.  sub 


h.  m 
0    56 


22 
2 

29 

AT. 
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THE  FORTHOOMINQ  MATCHES.~No.  2. 

Mi^  Ebitob. — ^To  use  a  sporting  phrase,  we  must  try  back  as  two 
importaot  regattas  were  omitted  in  my  last  dispatch.  The  first  was 
&e  Royal  Mersey  Yacht  Club  aquatic  revels  which  will  take  place 
on  the  22Qd  of  June,  for  prizes  of  the  Value  of  £60,  £30,  and 
£20  for  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  class  yachts,  and  as  the  Merseyites 
occupy  but  one  day  in  the  season,  it  is  always  well  attended ;  al- 
dioQgh  on  this  occasion  it  will  clash  with  the  Thames  Schooner 
Match,  being  held  on  the  same  day,  and  therefore  it  is  most  probable 
that  the  Mersey  will  lack  the  presence  of  some  schooner  owners.^^ 
The  Gommodore  (T.  littledale,  Esq.,)  has  purchased  the  Naiad, 
cutter^  70  tons,  late  the  property  of  Mr.  Mc  Andrew.— -The  Coralie,  I 

eatter,  36  tons,  late  Mr.  A.  E.  Byrne,  has  found  a  new  owTier  in  I 

Mr.  W.  Sinclair,  and  the  North  Star,  cutter,26  tons,  launched  last  I 

year  by  Mr.  G,  Harrison  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  D.  Ghimble  of 
St  Helens,  but  both  still  remain  under  the  **  Liver,*' 
no.  CL«»yoL.  Yii.  2d  i 
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The  other  regatta  I  omitted  was  the  Pembroke  Royal  Dock,  this 
will  occupy  the  28th.  of  June,  and  from  the  beautiful  harbour  id 
which  it  takes  place  being  possessed  of  all  the  excellencies  required 
for  sailing  matches,  it  always  commands  the  attention  of  yachtsmen, 
particularly  those  who  desire  to  try  the  speed  of  their  yachts  where 
there  is  plenty  of  sea  room.  The  contest  for  the  Prince  of  Wales 
Cup  last  year  was  first-rate,  and  the  merry  Emmet  carried  off  the 
prize,  taking  time  from  the  renowned  Mosquito.  The  Committee 
this  year  are  determined  to  furnish  the  '^sinews  of  war" — to  ensure 
a  full  attendance  of  racing  craft. 

The  2nd  of  July  will  witness  the  second  day*s  sport  at  Tenby, 
and  on  the  3rd  the  Birkenhead  Model  holds  its  second  tournament 
this  season;-— the  prize  a  cup  of  the  value  of  £20. 

On  the  6th  of  July,  the  Boyal  Thames  will  celebrate  their  closing 
of  aquatic  sports  on  the  river  by  matches  for  3rd  and  4th  class 
yachts,  when  prizes  of  the  value  of  £40,  £30,  and  £10  will  be 
given.  There  is  a  proviso  in  this  case,  namely,  if  four  should  start, 
but  there  is  no  apprehension  of  a  dearth  of  the  small  fiy,  for  they 
generally  muster  in  numbers  at  this  ^^wind  up.'*  If  our  memory 
serves  us  rightly,  the  Royal  Thames  closing  match  last  year  was  a 
scorcher,  accompanied  by  so  genik  a  breeze  that  we  were  exactly 
eleven  hours  on  the  water.  I  hope  more  congenial  weather  i^ill  be 
vouchsafed  on  this  auspicious  day. 

On  the  6th  and  7th  of  July — Swansea  regatta  is  appointed  to  come 
off,  and  I  am  assured  by  parties  connected  with  the  port  that  the 
utmost  exertions  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  of  Management  are 
being  made  to  excel,  if  possible,  the  revels  of  last  year.  The  Ladies' 
Challenge  Cup  of  the  value  of  £100,  with  £10  added  was  won  in 
1857f  by  the  Vigilant,  after  a  spirited  contest  with  Cyclone,  Vesper, 
Blue  Belle  and  Leander.  Should  this  match  be  renewed  this  year 
it  will  take  an  extraordinary  good  vessel  to  wrest  the  cup  from  the 
Vigilant,  if  there  be  anything  like  a  breeze. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  Father  Thames  will  be  enlivened  by  the 
presence  of  the  clippers  belonging  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  Club,  to 
compete  for  the  Challenge  Cup  won  last  year  by  the  Little  Mosquito; 
and  I  believe  the  Flirt,  which  won  it  in  1856  is  expected  to  dispute 
its  final  possession.  Should  she  succeed  in  defeating  the  Little 
Mosquito  the  prize  will  become  the  property  of  Rochfort  Battley, 
Esq.,  who  purchased  her  from  the  executors  of  the  late  A.  J.  Toong, 
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Esq.  Oa  referring  to  your  report,  Mr.  Editor,  of  that  year^  I  ftDd 
that  there  was  only  half  a  minute  between  these  pretty  little  crafts. 
The  Flirt  taking  the  cup,  and  the  Little  Mosquito  the  second  prize 
ia  the  shape  of  a  very  useful*  yacht  appendage — a  telescope,  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Burton,  Optician,  Pentonville. 

July  13th  and  14th— The  Boyal  Cork  regatta  will  be  celebrated, 
and  from  tiie  very  excellent  prizes  offered  for  competition  amounting 
to  upwards  of  £200,  besides  the  cup  of  the  value  of  dSlOO,  presented 
by  Her  Majesty,  added  to  the  high  character  of  the  Oldest  Tacht 
Club  on  record,  two  days  of  excellent  sport  may  be  expected 
— wind  and  weather  permitting.  This  Club  has  received  a  great 
accession  of  yachts  since  last  year,  and  under  its  present  officers  will 
assuredly  maintain  its  proud  position. 

Since  writing  the  above  1  have  received  the  following  slip  respect- 
ing this  Begatta.— 

From  inquiries  made  it  is  believed  that  some  of  the  Thames  clip- 
pers will  make  their  first  appearance  on  the  Cork  waters,  and  also 
from  various  other  ports  of  England  and  Scotland.  On  the  first 
day  the  Eglinton  prize  (£60),  for  yachts  exceeding  60  tons,  will  be 
run  for.  In  this  race  no  time  will  be  allowed,  and  after  that  a  race 
ibr  boats  between  20  and  50  tons.  On  the  second  day  the  Queen*s 
cup  graciously  given  by  her  Majesty,  value  £100,  will  be  run  for. 
It  will  be  open  to  all  yachts  of  20  tons  and  upwards  belonging  to 
royal  clubs,  as  well  as  to  New  York  Club,  and  will  be  a  time  race. 
A  prize  of  £60  will  be  given  for  sea-going  schooners,  and  it  is  ex- 
pected there  will  be  numerous  entries  for  this  race,  in  which  no  time 
will  be  allowed.  There  will  also  be  a  sweepstakes  of  five  guineas, 
for  gentleman  rowers,  to  which  £26  will  be  added,  and  numerous 
other  races  for  small  yachts,  hookers,  whaleboats,  gigs  and  boats 
belonging  to  her  Majesty's  ships  in  the  harbour,  and  the  finale  will 
be  the  ball.  The  great  objection  to  strangers  formerly  visiting  Queens- 
town  was  that  the  accommodation  was  miserable.  That  objection 
does  not  now  exist,  as  firstH'ate  hotels  have  been  established,  and 
fast  steamers  connected  with  the  railway  leave  Queenstown  every 
hour  in  the  day. 

King's  Lynn  Boastead  regatta  will  beheld  on  the  15th  of  July, 
and  we  hope  the  publicity  given  to  it  will  cause  a  greater  number  of 
yachts  to  assemble  there  than  were  present  last  year.     As  regards 
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local  attendance  of  sightseers  there  was  no  cowiplainiag;  but  otibtt 
parties  are  required  with  their  yachts  to  make  it  a  complete  aiEur. 

On  the  8th,  there  will  be  a  rowing  regatta  at  this  place  in  the 
Eau  Brink  Out. 

The  Einsale  regatta  was  announced  to  take  place  on  the  8th  of 
July,  but  at  a  Public  Meeting  held  at  the  Oourt  House,  Einaaie*  on 
the  2(Hh.  ult  (presided  oyw  by  Capt  J.  T.  Oramer*  owner  of  the 
Sybil  cutter,  and  a  Member  of  the  Boyal  Cork,)  it  was  decided  that 
it  would  be  better  attended  if  postponed  until  aft^  the  regatta  at 
Queenstown,  and  therefore  the  16th.  of  July  i$  finally  appointed, 
Hhich  will  allow  a  day  to  intervene.  The  yachts  being  in  the  nagh- 
bourhood  will  be  beneficial  to  Einsale  and  tend  to  give  greater  tJat 
to  the  meeting.  The  chief  prisie  will  be  a  cup  of  the  valuiS  of 
£20,  with  stakes  of  One  Guinea  eadi,  open  to  all  yachts  of  6  to 
50  tons,  belonging  to  any  Royal  Club. 

'''The  Royal  London  intend  bringing  off  thw  second  and  last 
match  of  the  season,  on  the  20th  of  July,  [when  the  Srd-daaa 
yachts  will  contend  for  prizes  of  £20,  £10,  and  £5.  There  are 
several  well  known  clippers  in  this  dub,  and  wo  may  therefore 
expect,  in  the  event  of  a  good  breeze^  a  spirited  contest 

The  21st  and  22nd  of  July  will  witness  a  grand  display  of  bim* 
ting  in  Dublm  Bay,  in  honour  of  the  Rojral  8t.  George's  regatta* 

The  prizes  will  be  dispensed  with  that  liberality  which  usually 
characterizes  all  the  proceedings  of  this  Olub. 

On  the  first  day  a  purse  of  £100,  for  yachts  belonging  to  royal 
dubs,  whose  tonnage  ranges  from  30  and  upwards;  the  secmd 
prize  of  £30  embraces  craft  from  under  30  and  downwaida;  the 
third  of  £20,  for  the  Mosquito  fleet,  from  \b  tons  to  anything  dig^ 
nified  by  the  title  of  yacht.  It  will,  then,  be  seen  &at  all  and  every 
class  of  vessd  has  a  chance  cf  trying  her  rate  of  sailing,  without 
encountering  ^sproportionate  tonnage.  The  prines  themsdves  are 
the  most  liberal  for  one  day*s  sailing  ever  given  at  any  rq^atta,  and 
the  only  thing  to  be  hoped  for  is  fine  weather,  plenty  of  wind,  and 
a  laige  attendance  oS  yachts.  The  second  day's  sport  indudes, 
amongst  other  things,  a  splendid  piece  of  plate,  value  70  guineas, 
and  it  is  but  rig^t  to  add,  good  value  too,  being  the  gift  of  the 
members  of  the  Royal  Irish  Yacht  Olub  to  their  brethren  of  the 
St  George's — a  compliment  annually  exchanged  between  the  dubs, 
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ifeeonfing  to  whkh  ol«b  gives  the  regiKtta.  The  gift  in  question  is 
.  a  silver  tea-kettle  and  stand,  tastefdi  and  elegant  in  form  and  massive 
and  solid  in  constniction--*an  article  required  f<Hr  dailj  use,  equally 
indispenaable  for  the  cabin  of  the  yacht  or  the  table  in  my  lady's 
drawing-room.  The  prizes  further  consist  of  Commodore^  the  Mar- 
quis of  Oonyngfaam*s  plate,  for  schooners  belonging  to  the  St. 
George's  Club ;   a  Challenge  Oup,  and  money  prizes. 

The  noble  Marquis  (Conyngham)  one  of  our  best  yachtsmen  is 
always  at  his  poet,  ever  ready  to  give  countenance  and  support  to 
any  project,  which  will  add  to  the  prosperity  of  yachting.  Several 
additions  to  the  fleet  have  been  made  during  the  last  few  months, 
inelading  the  new  cutter  Surge  of  50  tons,  built  by  Fife  of  Fairlie, 
for  E.  T.  Couper,  Esq  ,  the  former  owner  of  the  well-known  Stella, 
which  now  sails  under  the  Boyal  Squadron  banner,  having  been 
purchased  by  the  Earl  of  Dalkeith.  The  Surge  is  expected  to 
uphold  the  iame  of  her  builder.  The  Peri,  cutter,  80  tons,  built  by 
Ratsey,  of  Oowes,  for  J.  Cannon,  Esq,,  is  also  enrolled  under  the 
St-  George's  ensign;  The  Mariquita  schooner,  is  now  added  to 
this  Club,  having  been  purchased  and  lengthened  by  Capt.  R. 
J.  Henry ,-^die  former  owner  of  Waterkelpie. 

The  Committee  for  carrying  out  the  regatta  are  desirous  to  render 
every  assistance  and  comfort  to  their  visitors,  and  are  using  their 
best  endeavours  to  be  prepared  for  this  auspicious  meeting. 

The  Royal  Southern  Yacht  Club  regatta  is  registered  for  the 
22nd  of  July,  which  I  have  reasons  to  believe  will  be  on  a  very 
liberal  scsle.  There  has  been  some  alteration  in  the  management — 
viz  :  Admiral  J.  O'Bryen,  promoted  from  Bear  to  Vice  Commodore, 
vacant  by  denth  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Berkeley;  Lieut. 
Col.  Grimes,  Destiny  yaoht,  to  be  Bear  Commodore,;  and  W. 
Wise,  B.  v.,  to  be  Secretary.  The  only  drawback  to  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  the  races  here  is  the  want  of  means  to  follow  the  yachts ; 
and  I  am  certain  that  the  hire  of  a  steamer  on  these  occasions 
would  be  beneficial,  in  a  pecuniary  sense,  to  the  funds  of  the  dub, 
and  would  give  greater  pleasure  to  those  who  travd  many  miles  to 
be  pi^ent.  The  Piers  certainly  are  some  accommodation,  but  it  is 
impossible  among  so  many  yachts  flitting  about  to  observe  the  tactics 
of  the  racers.  I  do  really,  Mr.  Editor,  hope  the  Committee  will 
sBtertain  the  suggestion  I  have  thrown  out. 
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The  Clyde  Model  will  occupy  the  23pd  of  July  with  their  second 
regatta,  which  will  be  held  at  Rothesay. 

July  27th  and  28tK— Will  be  occupied  by  the  Eoyal  Thames 
National  Regatta,  which  being  so  highly  patronized  by  yachtsmen. 
1  must  request  you  to  insert  the  following ; — 

Fourth  Annual  Bepari.—The  wmmittee,  in  laying  their  annual 
report  before  the  patrons  and    subscribers  of  the  Royal  Thames 
National  Regatta,  deem  it  unnecessary  to  dwell  on  the  gratification 
they  must  naturally  feel  in  having  by  their  donations  and  subscrip- 
tions been  the  means  of  upholding  and  establishing  this  national 
institution.    The  fact  of  its  entrance  on  this,  its  fifth  season,  after 
the  successful  course  it  has  hitherto  run,  must  be  taken  as  a  &r 
more  convincing  proof  of  its  general  estimation  by  the  public  than 
any  eulogy  that  can  be  passed  upon  it;  and  the  favourable  opinions 
of  the  press  on  the  beneficial  results  that  have  attended  each  annual 
exhibition,  afford  the  highest  testimony  that  can  be  given  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  principles  on  which  it  has  been  conducted,  and  which 
the  committee  are  satisfied  only  require  extended  publicily  to  secure 
such  an  amount  of  encouragement  by  subscription  as  will  maintain 
this  grand  aquatic  gathering  in  the  style  in  which  it  has  hitherto  been 
carried  out,  and  which  its  national  character  demands  for  it.     With 
this  view  the  committee  would  once  more  remind  the  subscribers 
and  the  public  that  the  principal  objects  of  the  r^fatta  for  which 
their  aid  is  sought,  are — ^Firstly,  to  foster  and  encourage  rowing  as 
a  national  sport,  conducive  to  the  physical  and  muscular  development 
of  our  countrymen,  as  well  amongst  the  numerous  population  of  our 
coasts  and  rivers,  by  whom  it  is  persued  as  a  means  of  livelihood,  as 
the  general  public,  who  practise  it  for  healthful  exercise  and  recrea- 
tion.    Secondly,  to  give  prizes  to  the  best  and  most  skilful  rowers  in 
their  different  grades  and*  classes,  and  by  thus  exciting  a  spirit  of 
emulation  and  bringing  untutored  strength  in  friendly  contact  with 
proficiency  to  lead  to  a  general  improvement  of  the  art.    Thirdly, 
to  give  an  impetus  to  the  various  branches  of  trade  connected  with 
river  navigation  and  aquatic  amusements,  and  especially  to  promote 
the  interests  of  watermen,  boat  builders,  and  mast  and  scull  makers 
&c.     And  lastly,  to  furnish  to  the  world  at  one  and  the  same  time 
a  national  and  gratuitous  aquatic  entertainment  such  as  no  other 
country  can  boast ;  where  the  skill,  the  pluck,  and  the  stamina  of  the 
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EnglishmaD  may  be  seen  and  appreciated,  and  before  an  assembly 
where  all  competitors,  however  humble,  may  be  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity to  enter  the  list  and  contend  on  a  just  and  equal  looting  for 
honor  and  reward,  and  the  successful  receive  a  public  recognition  of 
the  distinction  he  has  £urly  won.  That  thus,  whilst  claiming  as  we 
do  the  supremacy  of  the  ocean,  we  show  our  determination  to  main- 
tain our  proud  position  in  the  tendency  of  our  national  sports,  as 
well  by  the  earnestness  of  the  competition  for  honour,  as  the  popu- 
larity of  the  entertainment  and  the  liberal  spirit  with  which  it  is 
supported.  The  lat^  glorious  deeds  of  our  countrymen  in  the  East 
have  made  every  British  heart  thrill  with  emotion  as  post  after  post 
has  accumulated  tales  of  bravery  and  heroism  in  the  struggle  to 
preserve  untarnished  the  honour  of  our  name  and  country,  while  na- 
tions have  looked  on  with  wonder  and  admiration ;  and  surely  the 
effect  of  institutions  such  as  these  must  be  to  show  to  the  world, 
that,  whether  in  the  peaceful  recreation  of  happier  scenes  in  the 
homely  sports  of  old  England,  or  on  the  battle  field,  the  same  spirit 
of  endurance,  the  same  stamina,  the  same  pride  of  place  and  honour 
are  inherent  in  every  Englishman.  The  daring  spirit  that  with  a 
scanty  band  of  heroes  dragged  out  the  King  of  Delhi  from  his  sur- 
rounding thousands  won  its  first  laurels  in  a  boat  race  on  the  0am. 
It  is  not  to  aid  in  the  mere  excitement  of  a  boat  race  that  the  com- 
mittee would  earnestly  recommend  the  institution  to  public  support, 
but  to  stimulate  the  deeper  feelings  of  emulation  and  courage  such 
sports  engender,  and  especially  to  testify  their  approbation  and  en- 
couragement of  the  most  useful,  manly,  healthful,  and  innocent  of 
British  recreations.  For  such  objects  the  committee  feel  assured  the 
helping  and  patriotic  hand  will  not  be  solicited  in  vain.  The  regatta 
will  take  place  at  Putney. 

The  28th  of  July  is  marked  down  for  the  second  match  of  the 
Banelagh.  This  is  unfortunate  as  the  day  will  be  occupied  also  by 
the  Thames  National.  However  we  suppose  there  is  no  help  for  it 
— ^it  must  be  so. 

July  28th  and  29th,— The  Isle  of  Man  Begatta,  in  Douglas  Bay, 
under  the  patronage  of  the  Mfleenihs  is  expected  to  eclipse  all  for- 
mer years.  Several  of  the  clippers  are  sure  to  attend,  and  the 
champions  of  the  rose  and  thistle  will  show  their  bunting  and  contest 
tat  the  honor  of  their  national  emblems  to  vanquish  the  shamrock,  and 
bear  from  this  neutral  ground  the  liberal  prizes  that  will  be  given. 
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The  rqpitU  last  yeaar  was,  owing  to  the  strong  northerly  galea;  not 
sosoecessful  as  those  of  former  years.  Thai  of  1866  vas  a  very 
brilliant  affair,  and  tested  the  powers  of  sudi  veasels  as  the  Mosquitoi, 
Goralie,  Odaliqne,  ftc.,  and  it  is  fully  expected  that  Douglas  Bay 
will  be  studded  by  a  numerous  flotilk.  The  Royal  Westerns  of 
Ireland  generally  have  the  management  here,  and  they  certainly 
deserve  the  best  thanks  of  the  competitors  for  their  valuaUe  sernoss. 

On  the  29th  and  30th  of  July,  the  Royal  YorUuie  Yacht  Olab 
Regatta  will  come  off.  And  from  the  noble  Omunodoie's  (Lord 
Londesborough)  anxiety  to  promote  the  amusement  for  the  miUion, 
we  may  anticipate  it  will  be  carried  out  in  a  19>eial  manner. 

This  completes  at  present  the  arrangement  until  August,  which  I 
will  leave  for  some  future  time,  as  it  will  eUtend  my  remarks,  Mr*  - 
Editor,  to  a  greater  length  &an  you  could  consistently  permit.  My 
only  object  is  to  bring  the  different  amusements  more  prominently 
before  the  aquatic  world,  and  to  give  to  every  club,  port,  and  place 
a  chance  of  mustering  in  force  the  fleet  of  the  pleasure  navy. 

Mr.  Editor,  I  cannot  part  company  with  you  this  month  without 
congratulating  pu  on  the  adoption  by  those  powerfol  and  isiueatial 
Olnbs-^the  Royal  Thames  and  the  Royal  London  of  the  suggestion 
contained  in  your  remarks  on  regatta  Priaes  in  die  April  number. 
At  the  late  matches  on  the  Thames  a  portion  of  the  prues  given 
were  aartides  used  by  the  Ladies,  and  therefore  the  more  acceptable 
to  the  winners,  espedaDy  if  they  were  married.  This  is  another  st^ 
m  the  right  direction,  and  we  may  by  degrees  bring  yachting  to 
perfectkm,  a  few  more  changes  we  require,  such  as  measurement* 
timing,  trimming  haUast,  and  some  minor  affairs  settled,  yacht 
racing  will  be  equal  to  any  sport  Old  England  can  boast  of.  On 
trimming  Ballast  a  late  celebrated  author  and  yaditsnum  wretean 
article  er  two  in  ** Belts  Life"  some  halfdoien  years  ago,  winch 
I  think  would  be  Fsad  by  your  readers  with  much  interest.  I  Ihere* 
fore  encfose  it. 

The  Flting  Dutchuak. 
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CHAPTER  V. 
''Betide  me  weel,  betide  me  woe 
Thi«  day  111  feare  the  ilion, 
IBbr  I  will  spend  my  white  monej' 
**  Mong  NoTTOwaj  doge  no  more.'* 

Sir  Patrick  Spens, 

Eamlt  in  th«  morning  of  Sunday,  July  26ihf  we  went    on  shoro 
to  make  enquiries  for  a  Medical  Man,  our  invalid  having  been  much 
worse  during  the  previous  nighty  his  first  and  only  walk  on  Norwegian 
groond  having  apparently  disagreed  with  him.     The  first  point  was  to 
find  some  one  among  the  dozen  or  fifteen  practitioners  of  which  Bergen 
can  boast,  who  knew  something  either  of  French  or  English,  otherwise 
it  would  be  hopeless  without  an  interpreter  for  our  sick  friend  to  explain 
lus  symptoms  or  understand  the   Doctor^s  directions.     An  interpreter, 
always  an  inconvenient  expedient,  must  between  a  patient  and  his  Galen,  be 
often  a  &tal  one.   Our  first  application  was  to  Madame  Suntom  who  keeps 
an  Hotel,  or  rather  Boarding  Establishment,  near  the  Custom  House,  and 
who  speaks  a  little  English. — She  recommended  Dr.  Leman  as  one  of 
the  most  extensively  employed  and  skilful  practitioners  in  Bergen  ;  but 
she  doubted  whether  he  had  the  requisite  qualification  in  point  of  language. 
We  then  bethought  ourselves  of  applying  to  one  of  the  two  Apothe- 
caries in  the  place— he  of  the  '^lioo," — ^the  other,  bearing  the  insignia  of 
the  **  Swan,"  speaking  no  English.     In  Norway  the  druggist  shops 
sport  the  rigns  which  in  other  countries  only  h\\  to  the  lot  of  Hotel 
Keepers: — Caur  de  Lion  luckily  spoke  English  well,  and  he  suggested 
a  young  Medical  Man  of  the  name  of   Martens  ;  we  accordingly  left 
instructions  with  him  to  summons  Dr.  Martens  and  send  him  on  board 
tiie  yacht,— in  the  meantime  we  took  a  walk  through  the  city  until 
the  Doctor  oould  be  found.     Altho*  Sunday,   we  found  the  Museum, 
exlubiition  of  Fiotures,  &c.,  open,  and  intimations  on  the  walls  that  per- 
formances were  to  take  place  in  the  theatre  in  the  evening,  showing 
tiiat  tile  Norwegians,  are  by  no  means  so  strict  in  their  religious  ob- 
servances, as  we  at  home  consider  it  becoming  in  good  Ph>testants  to  be. 
Dr.  Martens  arrived  shortly  after  our  return  to  the  yacht,  and  pro- 
duced  a  most  favorable  impression  by  his  gentlemanlike  manners  and 
freedom  from  the  slightest  approach  to  humbug. — His  stock  of  English 
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was  not  large  certainly,  but  what  was  wanting  he  eked  out  with  Latin, 
and  he  soon  confirmed  what  we  had  before  auspected,  that  the  complaint 
our  companion  labored  under  was  jaundice.  He  ordered  some  medicine 
and  promised  to  call  the  next  day,  but  added  that  the  sooner  our  friend 
could  get  back  to  his  own  home  the  better,  as  the  attacks  would  be 
liable  to  return  for  some  time.  In  consequence  of  this  advice,  we 
resolved  to  abandon  our  intended  visit  to  the  Sogn  Fiord  and  make  the 
best  of  our  way  back  to  Scotland. ' 

In  the  afternoon  we  attended  service  in  the  Cathedral,  a  hideous 
building  fitted  up  more  like  an  old  fashioned  Opera  House,  with  tier 
above  tier  of  boxes  from  the  floor  to  the  roof,  all  painted  a  dingy  dirty 
white;— after  service  there  was  a  baptism — the  parties  all  stood  in 
front  of  the  altar,  and  when  the  officiating  clergyman  required 
water,  an  attendant  beadle  pulled  down  an  allegorical  figure  the  size  of 
life,  attired  in  white  and  gold  drapery  of  a  very  scanty  description,  which 
hung  suspended  from  the  ceiling  by  the  small  of  its  back.  This  figure 
which  might  pass  either  for  Fame  or  the  angel  Gabriel,  held  in  one  hand 
a  trumpet;  in  the  other  a  chaplet  of  flowers,  and  in  the  centre  of  the 
chaplet  was  a  small  receptacle  for  water,  and  from  this  when  brought 
within  reach  of  his  hand,  the  priest  took  the  lymph  requisite  for  the 
performance  of  the  sacred  right.  These  winged  Aquarii  seem  common 
in  Norway,  for  we  saw  another  precisely  similar  in  the  newest  and 
handsomest  church  in  Bergen. 

On  Sunday  night  and  Monday  morning  it  rained  in  a  manner,  and 
with  a  determination,  I  had  never  seen  evinced  by  rain  in  any  other 
country.  I  have  certainly  never  been  in  the  tropics,  but  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  how  rain,  however  tropical,  could  be  heavier  than  that  we  now 
experienced ;  it  was  not  rain,  that  would  be  a  misnomer,  every  drop  waa 
a  bucketful. 

The  Doctor  paid  us  a  visit  again  to  day,  and  with  a  disinterestedness 
beyond  all  praise  gave  his  patient  liberty  to  depart  as  soon  as  he  pleased* 
So  we  resolved  to  be  off  on  the  morrow,  and  devoted  the  day  so  far  as 
it  waa  practicable  to  do  anything  in  such  rain,  to  procuring  coals^ 
water,  and  such  scanty  supply  of  provisions  as  this  miserable  coun- 
try could  afford.  The  watering  was  a  most  inconvenient  process, 
having  to  send  the  boat  across  the  Fiord  to  Nyhavn  some  miles  off, 
before  we  could  get  our  breakers  filled.  Instead  of  coal  we  tried  to  get 
ooke  from  the  newly  erected  gas  works,  but  failed  to  find  any  one  who 
was  willing  to  deal  with  us.  They  seemed  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
value  to  put  on  the  coke,  or  what  to  do  with  it.  We  got  some  very 
good  coal,  but  as  might  be  expected  not  very  cheap  :  coal  is  a  thing 
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'wbidi  if  pombfo  ought  aerer  to  be  admitted  into  a  yacbt^  though  many 
/aeht  hands  have  a  great  unwilliDgness  to  burn  any  thing  else,  doubt- 
Jeea  a  rery  short  sighted  poltcj,  because  altho'  coke  is  more  di£Bcu]t  to 
light  and  also  more  difficult  to  keep  atire,  it  is  so  superior  in  cleanliness 
that  it  saves  a  world  of  trouble  in  keeping  things  in  g^ood  order. 
Indeed  a  yacht  in  which  coal  b  habitually  used,  is  always  in  a  mess 
both  on  deck  and  below.  Coke  however  is  not  always  to  be  got,  and 
few  vessels  are  able  to  carry  a  supply  of  fuel  for  more  than  a  week  or 
two.  Could  not  some  kind  of  artificial  fuel,  at  once  cleanly  and  portable, 
be  invented  for  the  use  of  yachts? 

Our  stay  in  Norway  was  too  short  to  enable  us  to  form  a  very  accurate 
judgment  of  the  country  or  the  people.  But  with  what  we  did  see  of 
both,  we  were  disappointed.  The  seaboard  of  Norway  far  exceeds  in 
barrenness  what  we  anticipated,  and  altho^  grand  scenery  is  unques- 
tionably  to  be  found  in  the  interior,  it  is  met  with  only  like  angels  visits 
at  intervals,  few  and  far  between.  The  inhabitants  again,  fell  even 
hLTiher  short  of  our  preconceived  idea,  than  their  country.  A  Norwegian  • 
we  had  been  taught  to  believe,  included  in  his  own  individual  self  all 
the  virtues  of  the  Ileroic  age,  and  we  expected  to  find  him  a  model  of 
manliness,  Mendliness,  and  honesty.  That  in  him  at  all  events  we  would 
find  no  disposition  to  impose  upon  unwary  travellers,  and  that  our  only 
difficulty  would  be  to  prevent  him  cheating  himself.  So  far  from  this 
being  the  case,  we  found  the  charges  for  rooms,  horses,  provisions,  Sec, 
considering  the  quality,  higher  than  in  any  other  country  we  had  visited, 
and  the  accounts  rendered  for  some  slight  work  done  to  the  yacht,  at 
least  twice  what  would  have  been  charged  in  a  British  port ;  and  if  the 
difference  in  wages  and  cost  of  material  be  kept  in  view,  the  price 
charged  must  be  viewed  at  least  four  times  as  much  as  would  have 
satisfied  an  English  tradesman.  Mr.  Bayard  Taylor,  an  accomplished 
American  traveller,  who  visited  Norway  lately,  and  has  published  a  very 
amusing  account  of  his  travels,  complains  sadly  of  the  inclination  to  over- 
charge displayed  by  its  inhabitants,  and  he  attributes  this  to  the  cor- 
rupting effect  of  increasing  intercourse  with  foreign  visitors  ;  but,  I 
doubt  this ;~01d  Sir  Patrick  Spens  found  this  same  self-seeking  spirit 
rampant  among  them,  in  his  day,— that  is  six  hundred  years  ago. 

'^They  had  na  been  a  month,  a  month 

In  Korroway,  but  twae' 
When  that  the  lords  o*  Korroway 

Began  aloud  to  say  : 
Te  Scottishmen  spend  a'  our  king's  gowd« 
And  a'  our  queene't  fee." 


.204  hunt's  YAOKTINa  MAOAZINS. 

Hov  ntterlj  untrue  this  inhospitable  and  niggardly  tpeech  wa«»   w« 
may  learn  from  the  gallant  knight's  reply .^^ 

<«  Te  Ha,  7e  lie^  ye  lUn  lond  I 

8ae  load  as  X  hear  ye  Ue^ 
For  I'ye  brought  as  much  white  monie 

As  gpiTo  my  men  aud  me  : 
And  I  brought  a  half  peck  o*gade  red  gowd 

Out  ower  the  sea  wi*  me." 

The  rude  treatment  of  the  Ncnrwegtans  cost  poor  Sir  Patrick  and  his 
crew  their  lives,  galled  to  the  quick  by  these  cruel  taunts  he  suled  im- 
mediately, tho*  everything  portended  a  coming  storm  ;  and  now 

''Half  ower,  half  ower  to  Aberdours 
Full  fifty  fathoms  deep. 
Here  lies  the  gude  Sir  Patrick  Spens 
And  the  Sootcb  Lords  at  his  feet" 

On  Tuesday  morning,  July  28th|  on  application  to  the  Pilot  Aldqr- 
man,  we  got  a  pilot  for  the  KOrs  Fiord,  the  nearest  channel  leading 
to  the  open  sea  from  Bergen.  We  lefl  Bergen  about  eleven,  and  not- 
withstanding a  head  wind  reached  the  Marsteen  Beacon  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Fiord  about  4  p.m.  As  the  wind  was  westerly  with  a  heavy  swell 
rolling  in,  the  pilot,  who  altho'  as  usual,  a  very  old  man,  was  the  most 
intelligent  we  had  yet  seen,  wished  us  to  come  to  anchor  for  the  night, 
under  one  of  the  islands  near  the  mouth  of  the  Fiord.  We  resolved 
however  to  go  to  sea  and  trust  to  the  wind  favoring  as  we  left  the  land. 
We  therefore  at  the  pilot's  instigation  hobted  a  flag  in  the  starboard 
^^SS^^S  ^  ^  signal  for  a  boat ;  the  people  on  shore  were  all  working 
at  their  hay,  and  the  commotion  the  sight  of  the  flag  made  was  aston- 
ishing:— a  boat  was  soon  in  tow  of  the  cutter  and  her  crew  of  two  men 
on  board.  The  pilot  accompanied  us  until  we  were  outside  of  Man- 
teen  Bo,  a  rock,  the  surface  of  which  is  just  level  with  the  sea,  and  on 
which  the  waves  were  on  this  occasion  breaking  as  high  as  our  truck. 
Indeed  at  the  first  glance  I  got  of  the  large  mass  of  white  water  in 
the  air,  I  thought  it  was  a  large  square  rigged  ship  standing  in.  We 
made  our  pilot  and  his  two  myrmidons  happy  with  schnaps,  and  parted 
on  the  most  amiable  terms.  As  good  luck  would  have  it  we  were  soon 
able  to  send  him  a  job  which  would  save  him  the  expense  of  a  boat  back 
to  Bergen.  Just  after  he  left  uaa  laige  lugger  showing  French  colous 
bore  down  upon  us,  and  running  up  almost  alongside,  the  skipper  a 
good  looking  Frenchman,  jumped  upon  the  starboard  gunnel,  took  off 
his  tarpauling  hat,  with  the  air  of  a  D'Egville  or  a  St.  Leon,  and  begged 
that  we  would  point  out  the  nearest  way  to  Bergen.— 1  his  we  did  by 
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t^Oing  him  to  follow  tbo  pilot  bot^  and  to  piok  up  tbo  pilot  m  &st  as 
Im  oonld. 

Onr  coune  to  Lerwick  shoald  have  been  W.N.W.^N. — bat  we 
eodd  not  lie  within  a  oonple  of  points  ol  it.  We  bad  a  fvesh  breeze 
and  heaTy  sea  all  night.  About  5  a.m.  on  the  29th9  it  fell  calm  for  a 
couple  of  hoars,  when  a  ationg  breeie  iram  W.&W.  set  in»  and  enabled 
us,  when  doee  haoled  to  lie  oor  course,  which  we  now  altered  to  W.N.  W. 
^'N.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  sea  all  daj,  and  during  the  night  it 
blew  very  fresh  and  we  could  onij  carry  closed  reefed  mainsail,  and  for- 
■ail,  and  third  jih.  One  of  our  party  was  sicker  than  I  had  ever  seen 
aay  one  before  or  thought  any  one  could  be,  and  I  dooH  think  much 
sleep  waa  got  by  any  of  the  party,  the  little  craft  kicked  about  so  ;  but 
mh%  shipped  little  or  no  water,  and  we  were  as  dry  below  as  if  we  had 
been  in  our  beds  ashore. 

The  morning  of  the  dOth,  was  very  thick,  with  small  rain  all  round. 
Aboat  8  a.m.  we  passed  two  Dutch  fishermen  hove  to,  which  proved 
we  were  not  very  far  off  the  land.  At  10  we  sighted  the  Fair  Isle  on 
oor  weather  bow,  and  shortly  afUr  Sumburgh  dose  on  our  lee 
bow»  we  wera  thus  again  a  little  to  the  southward  of  our  course  but  not 
mxu^.  The  day  deared  up  and  we  had  a  fine  run  up  Brassy  Sound. 
We  anchored  in  Lerwick  Harbour  before  2  p.u.,  having  been  absent 
on  oor  Norwegian  trip  exactly  one  fortnight.  The  denizens  of  Ler- 
wick were  not  a  Uttle  surprised  to  see  us  so  soon  back  again,  and  would 
hardly  believe  we  had  really  been  to  the  other  side  of  the  N<^h  Sea. 

It  is  no4  my  intension,  Mr.  Editor,  at  present  at  aU  events,  to  inflict 
(be  leai  ef  ny  Crviae  o£  1857  upon  yoor  readen««w]t  consisted  of  an 
expferatioa  of  the  Shetland  and  Orkney  Islands,  and  subse^pieotly 
of  Lochs  Ewe  Big  and  Little,  Lodis  Brooms  on  the  West  Coast  of 
Sootlaad,  and  Storsboway  in  the  Lows.  We  returned  home  by  the 
Ftntland  and<  Moray  Firths,  and  reached  Granton  after  nine  weeks 
afaienee  abool  the  middle  of  September,  much  pleased  with  our  sum- 
mer's trip. 

Within  the  l«l  few  days,  I  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  fell  in  with 
a  very  intcfeating  little  Br&ehure,  called  **  Tho  Good  Yacht  Cymha^*^ 
oontaining  an  account  by  her  worthy  owner  of  a  summer's  cruise  to 
the  Weat  Coast  of  Scotland  and  Norway,  made  in  that  well  known 
laeer.  The  work  is  pabliahed  by  Messrs.  Mann  Nephews,  39,  Comhifi, 
London,  and  is  well  worth  the  persual  of  any  yadrtsman  proposing  a 
trip  to  Norway  this  suimner.  The  Cymba  is  a  competitor  for  the  first 
price  given  by  the  Boyal  Thames  Yacht  Club  for  the  Seaeoa  of  185& 
To  fit  her  for  this  I  see  she  has  got  a  new  set  of  sails  by  that  prince  of 
aail-m^ers-^LapdMnrac.    I  only  hope  they  are  not  so  large  as  to  prevent 
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her  cmbing  agwn  this  season,  and  furnishmg  materials  for  another 
pleasant  little  Blue  Book,  more  entertaining  than  Books  of  that  colour 

usually  are. 

FTbe  contest  here  alluded  to  is  otcp,  and  the  Cymha,  was  only  second,  let 
her  try  again,  and  we  doubt  not  she  will  be  first,  all  that  is  required,  is  anocber 
good  breeze  and  a  little  more  experience  in  her  crew  in  working  a  cutter  of  her 
size  and  power  in  the  narrow  waters  of  the  Thames.— Bi?.] 


PRINCE  OF  WALES  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 

You  asked  me,  Mr.  Editor,  to  spin  a  yam  about  the  match  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club  on  the  8th.  ult.  I  now  sit  down  to  fill* 
fil  my  promise,  although  I  believe  the  standing  position  is  the  one 
generally  adopted  by  all  ordinary  rope  twisters:— Be  this  as  it  may 
however,  I  embarked  on  board  the  On%ad  to  proceed  to  the  scene  of 
action  at  Erith  which  we  reached  about  I2h. — The  fleet  consisted  of  the 

Numbered  as  m  Hunfs  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1858. 


No. 


ft21 
975 
965 
S80 


Tachti^  Names. 


Julia 

Valentine.. 

Undine 

Emily 

Velocity... 


Rig. 

Tons. 

cutter 

8 

cutter 

7 

cutter 

8 

sloop 

8 

cutter 

8 

F.  Turner,  Esq. 
J.  Fradgelv,  Esq. 
£.  Searle,  Esq. 
R.  Hewitt,  Esq. 
T.  Bass,  Esq. 


The  most  of  whom  are  well  known  to  your  readers.  The  two  for- 
mer are  old  and  faithful  servants  of  the  public  and  have  often  mtnstered  to 
their  amusement ;— -the  Undine  and  the  Emily  are  almost  new,  having 
only  made  their  debut  last  summer.  They  are  built  upon  totally 
different  principles — ^the  former  on  the  long,  narrow  and  deep  principle 
—the  latter  on  the  short,  broad  and  shallow  one.  Being  both  of  the 
same  tonnage  an  opportunity  was  apparently  offered  to  try  the  respective 
merits  of  the  two  plans.  But  here  many  were  disappointed,  for  the 
wind  was  at  times  baffling  and  came  short,  very  frequently  so,  that  it 
was  observed  that  some  of  the  vessels,  the  Valentine  and  Julia  for  in* 
stance,  had  repeatedly  to  bear  away  at  least  4  points  from  their  proper 
eourse  to  keep  their  sails  full.  In  another  point  of  view  abo  there  was 
disappointment — for  whereas  the  Undine  has  a  cabin  about  five  feet 
in  height  with  sofas  and  sleeping  berths,  the  Emily  appeared  to  us 
more  like  an  open  boat  with  really  no  accommodation  whatever.  It 
is  questionable  therefore  whether  this  vessel  comes  under  the  true  de* 
nomination  of  a  yacht,  and  it  appears  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  YbkAA 
Club  has  lent  its  sanction  to  a  form  of  vessel  which  has,   in  another 
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■liglit  difierence  of  shape,  beeo  forbiden  in  its  matches — ^vix: — ^the  ceo- 
tre-board  boats. 

I  was  infonned  by  a  gentleman  on  board,  who  seemed  thoroughly 
~  in  these  maritime,  or  rather  fluvial  constructions,  that  the  Emily 
is  virtually  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  centre-board  boat,  with  the  oentie 
board  fixed.  Whether  this  be  true  or  not,  it  was  perfectly  apparent 
tbai  the  dub  has  entirely  ignored  some  oC  its  ancient  and  valuable  prin- 
ciples, and  now  allows  in  its  matches  what  must  be  confessed  to  be  a  true 
ssdling  machine  and  not  a  bonft-fide  yacht. 

This  vessel  is  of  great  beam  and  only  about  22  h,  in  length,  painted 
white,  with  ayery  tall  mast  and  sloop  rigged  :~the  foresail  and  main* 
tttl  both  laced  to  their  booms. 

The  Undine  is  a  long,  waspish  looking  thing,  very  low  in  the  water 
with  a  very  raking  stem,  and  carrying  a  large  quantity  of  canvas. 
She  draws  nearly  7  ft.  of  water  and  has  her  ballast  remarkably  low 
down.  It  is  evident  therefore  that  she  may  be  called  a  powerful  vessel, 
Irat  requires  a  breeze  to  elicit  this  power.  I  noticed  that  when  there 
was  wind,  she  gained  considerably  on  the  Julia  and  Valentine. 

Well,  the  start  took  place  about  12h.  10m. — the  Emily  having  the 
best  station  being  off  first,  followed  by  the  Valentine  and  the  Julia;—- 
^he  Undine  was  all  in  a  mess,  the  peak  halliards  had  given  way,  and 
several  minutes  passed  before  she  could  be  got  to  work,  by  which  time 
the  three  first  were  a  good  half-mile  ahead.  The  Velocity  seemed  to  be 
entirely  mis-named,  or  she  concealed  her  power  most  effectually,  as  she 
kept  entirely  in  the  rear« 

The  Julia  had  been  the  favorite  before  starting,  but  the  Emily  had 
now  got  a  smart  lead  and  seemed  to  catch  every  lucky  puff,  and  being 
excellently  sailed  by  her  gallant  owner,  she  looked  nearer  the  wind  than 
any  wad  gained  rapidly  on  the  whole  fleet.  The  Valentine  was  also 
beautifully  sailed  the  whole  day  and  kept  up  her  ancient  reputation. 
The  Undine  as  I  before  said  crept  up  whenever  there  was  a  breeze,  and 
the  Jdia  seemed  to  most  on  board  to  go  through  the  water  faster  than 
any,  but  fell  off  most  unaccountably  to  leeward.  She  had  started  with 
a  large  working  jib,  but  in  Long  Reach  this  was  altered  to  a  smaller 
one  to  the  regret  of  many  on  board  our  steamer,  who  considered  the 
wind  would  fall  light.  While  this  was  doing,  the  Undine,  who  had 
shaken  her  feathers  and  woke  up  to  her  work,  crept  slowly  up  on  her 
lee-quarter,  and  off  Greenhithe  passed  her  to  windward.  I  see  it  ob- 
served in  your  contemporary  ^  Belts  Lift^^  that  it  is  fortunate  the 
Uodine  has  never  had  much  wind  to  encounter.  From  what  was  ob« 
I OQ  boanl,  the  Emily  seemed  to  be  more  crank  than  the  Undina 
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and  it  was  evideiit  that  the  latter  after  squatting  down  to  a  breeie  never 
seemed  to  lie  over  more  than  at  a  oertun  angle.  The  Valentine  and 
Jalia— the  latter  especially,  were  rerj  mach  obstructed  by  a  large  Teeael 
outward  bound  and  in  tow  of  a  steamer  ;  and  while  the  foremost  boat 
was  dancing  along  merrily,  these  lost  a  great  deal  of  way  in  dieir 
course  to  Gravesend. 

The  wind  being  light  and  the  tide  having  turned  about  3  p^m.,  the 
yiee-Commodore  instead  of  going  on  to  the  Chapman  Head,  wisely  an- 
chored the  steamer  off  Thames  Haven,  and  the  fleet  rounded  thus  :— 

h.  m.  8.  I  h.  m.  B. 

Emily... 9    8  88  1  Undine .S  S6  58 

Valentine 8  25    0  |  Julia. 3  31  U 

Just  before  rounding,  the  Valentine  hoisted  a  protest,  having  been 
fouled  by  the  Undine,  but  the  owner  Mr.  Fradgely,  who  was  on  board 
the  club  vessel,  in  a  most  open  and  yachtsman-like  manner,  said  that  he 
saw  the  slight  collision  was  quite  unintentional,  if  not  unavoidable,  and 
he  would  take  no  advantage  of  the  circumstance. 

There  seems  some  fatality  however  about  the  Valentine  in  rounding 
in  most  of  her  matches,  for  this  was  the  third  time  within  our  recollec- 
tion that  a  similar  occurrence  has  taken  place. 

Up  square  sails  was  now  the  order  of  the  day,  and  the  Emily  was 
seen  in  the  lessening  distance  with  an  enormous  spread  of  muslin,  while 
the  Valentine  and  Julia  followed,  as  in  duty  bound,  the  worlliy  Com- 
modore's example.  The  Undine  instead,  set  a  large  jib-topsail  which 
drew  beautifully  and  lugged  her  along,  not  fast  enough  however  to 
prevent  the  Julia  overtaking  and  passing  her  off  Greenhithe,  thus 
giving  her  tit  for  the  other's  tai  in  the  morning.  I  believe  at  tius 
moment  the  Undine's  topmast  went  over  her  side,  thus  removing  one  of 
her  last  chances  of  winning. — ^The  buoy  at  EriA  was  now  passed  thus : 

h.  m.  s.   I  h.  m.  s. 

Bmily*  1st  prise 5  34  15      Julia 5  34  58 

Valentine,  2nd  price. 5  32  50  | 

The  Valentine  and  JuKa  having  thus  gained  their  eight  and  twelve 
minutes  respectively  on  the  Emily  on  their  run  up. 

The  priaes  were  a  handsome  cake  basket,  value  £20,  (given  by  Bif. 
Benson,  one  of  the  members),  and  a  large  silver  tankard  (given  by 
the  dub),  for  the  second  vessel. 

In  reviewing  this  match,  Mr.  Editor,  some  points  more  salient  than 
odiers  may  be  noticed.— The  first  is  the  speed  with  which  the  Emily 
walked  to  windward,  thus  distancing  her  competitors  so  greatiy.  This 
may  be  explained  by  her  being  built  so  Ughtly,  being  in  fact  as  I  have 
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beforesaid  aa  open  boat,  and  not  a  yacht  in  the  trne  sense  of  the  term, 
— by  the  wtnd  being  so  light  and  by  there  being  no  sea  on,  which  I 
beliere  would  have  crippled  her  materially.  She  has  proved  herself 
rerj  fast  to  windward  in  light  weather,  and  the  commodore  has  shewn 
much  spirit  in  producing  such  a  craft,  although  now  the  experiment  has 
been  tried  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  for  true  yachting  sake  not  be  repeated. 

The  Valentine  kept  up  her  ancient  reputation  of  being  fast  on  every 
point   of  wind,  and  is  a  deserved  favorite. 

The  Undine,  I  think,  will  do  better  yet— she  has  never  had  a  proper 
efaanoe^  and  had  her  start  been  better  she  would  have  taken  the  2nd 
prize. 

The  Julia  seemed  to  go  as  fast  as  any  of  them,  but  on  a  wind  she 
fell  off  considerably.  This  must  be  from  her  having  too  little  lateral 
resbtance,  and  I  believe  nothing  in  the  river  would  touch  her. 

Altogether,  dear  Hunt^  our  day  was  well  spent,  the  weather  was  de- 
lightful, the  ladies  lovely — ^the  champagne  exquisite,  and  the  vows  of 
eternal  friendship  were  registered  by  many  a  hearty  grasp  of  the  hand 
as  we  landed  at  Blackwall  at  an  early  hour  in  the  evening. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  Club  deserve  encouragement  and  gets  it^It 
afibrds  an  immense  deal  of  sport,  and  has  been  the  means  of  testing 
many  varieties  of  rig  and  hall  that  otherwise  might  have  lain  in 
oblivion. 

Your's  truly, 

PALIirURVS. 


ROYAL  THAMES  YACHT  CLUB  MATCHES. 

The  day  appointed  for  the  first  match  of  the  Royal  Thames  Club  this 
season  was  on  the  22nd  ult.,  and  none  could  have  been  selected  more 
propitious  for  the  occasion.  The  only  fault  that  was  found  with  it  by 
the  knowing  old  hands  on  board  our  steamer  was  that  there  was  too 
much  of  a  soldier's  wind,  in  fhct,  that  there  were  only  two  reaches  in 
which  the  powers  of  the  respective  vessels  in  going  to  windward  oouid 
well  be  tested — ^viz,  in  the  Lower  Hope  and  in  St  Clements.  This 
perhaps  is  true,  but  it  is  impossible  to  have  every  thing  our  own  way, 
we  submitted  with  good  grace  to  the  sparkling  sunshine,  and  the  whole- 
sale breeae  from  the  S.W.,  every  now  and  then  coming  with  a  fitful  gust 
that  laid  the  vessels  over  so  that  the  bright  copper  glistened  on  their 
w>.  6.— VOL.  vn.  8  w 
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sides  as  the  dashing  waves  flew  past  them  to  turn  into  white  foam  io 
their  wake.  **  Hold  on  good  sticks  !"  was  often  the  cry  ;  *'ho1d  on 
every  halliard  and  sheet  I  '*  and  the  appeal  was  not  in  Tain,  for  nnlike 
most  matches  we  have  seen,  every  thing  stood  well  and  nothing  was 
carried  away,  in  fact  all  was  couleur  de  rose,  except  to  the  hindmost 
boats. 

Well,  the  bay  of  Erith  looked  itself  again,  and  was  dotted  with  ou- 
meroos  yachts  and  sailing  boats  of  all  sizes,  nearly  all  belongs  to  the 
fi&vorite  Club.  There  was  the  old  Mosquito^  alas  I  not  to  contend  in 
the  match,  whose  designer  showed  the  way  to  build  a  yacht  two  years 
and  more  before  the  America  here  insolently  asserted  that  form  well 
aft»  a  long  nose,  little  draught  of  water  forward  and  much  aft  had  not 
been  thought  of  and  put  in  practice  long  before  she  appeared  in  this 
country.  There  was  also  the  beautiful  Volante,  her  ancient  antagonist^ 
with  a  new  suit  of  canvas,  beautifully  set.  The  charming  little  Zuleika 
was  also  there— winner  of  many  a  race,  the  Shadow,  the  Will  o'  the 
Wisp,  a  remarkably  fast  vessel  in  a  breeae  ;  the  beautiful  Whisper,  and 
a  host  of  others. 

The  match  vessels  were  moored  in  two  lines,  the  second  class  beiD^ 
a  trifle  lower  down  than  the  first. — 

The  FirH  Claaa,  exceeding  85  tone. 


No. 


26 
805 

62 
SOS 


Ttchtt*  N«iii««. 


Amazon 

Extravaganza..., 

Avalon 

Cymba. 


Rig. 


cutter 
cutter 
cotter 
cutter 


TOD« 


46 
49 
88 
58 


Owners. 


J.  H.  Johnion,  Esq. 
Sir  P.  SheUey,  Bart. 
R.  P.  Monk,  Esq. 
T.  Brassey,  Esq. 


Second  daUf  %inder  85  tone. 

756|Phantom I  cfitter  I    87    IS.  Lane,  Esq. 

276  Emmet cutter       82     E.  Gibson,  Esq. 


The  preparatory  gun  was  fired  at  1  Ih.  30m.  and  the  start  was  efiected 
at  lib.  35m. 

The  Emmet  was  first  off,  then  the  Amaion,  Phantom,  Avalon,  Ex- 
travaganza, and  followed,  longo  intervaUo  by  the  Cymba  who  seemed 
to  have  great  difficulty  in  getting  up  her  midnsail,  evidenUy  new  and 
no  doubt  very  heavy.  Before  she  got  way  well  on  her  she  was  a  good 
half-mile  astern  of  the  leading  boat,  whidi  was  now  the  Amazon.  The 
latter  and  the  Extravaganza  soon  set  jib-headed  topsails,  followed 
by  the  Avalon,  while  the  bold  Cymba  set  a  large  gaff-topsail  which  she 
would  have   been  better  without,  as  it  was  very  frequently  shakuog 
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•Ithoagfa  the  sheet  of  the  mainsail  was  hauled  in  hoard  too  much  so  as 
to  enable  it  to  stand  at  all. 

Off  Gnysthe  Amazon  was  still  leading,  followed  by  the  Eztravagansa, 
the  Cjmha  having  passed  the  Phantom  and  Emmet  very  fast  to  wind- 
ward, while  the  old  Avalon  was  ploughing  along  right  merrily.  Off 
Northfleet  some  heavy  puffs  laid  the  iressels  well  over,  the  Amazon's  lee 
deck  was  thoroughly  washed  of  the  London  dust,  and  the  water  on  the 
lee  nde  of  the  Phantom  was  smashing  up  against  the  lee  rigging  and 
the  fore  end  of  the  cabin  head  till  it  rose  in  smoke  over  the  quarter. 
The  Cyroba  gradually  overhauled  the  Extravaganza,  and  on  coming  up 
on  her  weather  quarter,  the  jockeying  commenced  between  them,  and 
they  luffed  nearly  across  the  river  as  if  they  were  both  about  to  run 
into  Waited  hotel  and  order  dinner  for  the  fleet.  After  getting  into 
the  slack,  however,  and  perhaps  seeing  that  the  Amazon  was  mean- 
while fast  increasing  her  distance  ahead,  and  that  the  others  were  fast 
coming  up  astern,  the  Cymba  passed  the  other  to  windward  and  thus 
became  the  second  boat.  Hurrah  for  the  honor  of  Scotland  and  WuU 
Fife  of  Furlie  I— my  brave  Cymba  remember  thy  former  bright  deeds 
in  more  northern  waters  and  catch  that  Amazon  that  is  now  showing 
her  heels  in  the  distance.^  A  las  !  thy  ancient  prowess  is  forgotten,  the 
Amazon  is  not  to  be  caught  by  a  Clydesman  I  From  our  place  on  board 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  club  steamer  of  the  day,  we  could  not  well 
observe  the  manoeuvres  of  the  stemmost  vessels,  but  no  doubt  the  race 
of  the  Emmet  and  Phantom  was  interesting.  We  hove  to  the  south- 
ward of  the  Nore  light  and  waited  the  advent  of  the  vessels  which  were 
coming  down  at  a  wonderful  speed  with  the  wind  on  their  starboard 
quarter.  Haying  to  round  the  Nore  light  to  port,  all  had  to  jibe,  and 
jibe  they  did  with  all  standing — the  wind  blowing  hard  at  tlie  time. 
The  thne  was  at  foUonB:^ 


h.  m.  8. 

Amazon. , 1  53    0 

Cjmba ..I  56  45 

Extravaganza I  57  30 


h.  m.  t. 

Avalon a    0  SO 

Emmet 2    %    Q 

Phantom S    4    0 


The  Cymba  in  our  opinion,  had  kept  too  much  to  the  south  shore  in 
Sea  Reach,  so  much  so  as  to  be  evidently  in  the  slack,  and  the  Volanta 
and  Mosquito,  which  of  course  were  not  in  the  match,  kept  up  with  her 
although  without  topsails. 

Now  came  the  tug  of  war—all  had  previously  lowered  topmasts  and 
made  snug,  except  the  Cymba  which  kept  hers  up  for  a  long  time  for 
no  earthly  reason  that  we  could  divine.  The  scene  was  here  most  en- 
livening, for  there  was  enough  sea  on  to  set  the  craft  dancing  as  the 
spray  flew  over  them  from  stem  to  stern  and  every  eye  was  strained  for 


212 


hunt's  tachtikg  magazine. 


the  first  half  hour  to  see  what  prospects  of  change  of  place  might  be 
expected. — Bat  no  change  did  take  place,  the  Amaion  crept  on  ahead, 
although  in  the  Lower  Hope  the  Cjmba  seemed  to  be  gaining  on  her  ; 
but  here  again  the  Extrayaganza  gained  rapidly  on  the  Cjmba  and  had 
the  former  not  been  badly  sailed  just  above  Coalhouse  pointy  I  beUeve 
would  haye  passed  her,  for,  instead  of  goiog  about  when  the  Cjmba 
tacked  on  her  weather  with  the  intention  of  winding  her,  and  which  she 
effectually  did  nearly  all  the  way  up  Grayesend  Reach,  she  persbted  in 
keeping  under  the  Cymba's  lee— the  jib  and  foresail  all  shaking^.  I 
may  here  remark  also  that  the  Cymbals  jib  was  too  large  and  sloyenly 
set,  while  her  foresail  was  shaking  all  the  way  up  and  not  a  drop  of 
water  put  in  it  although  tons  were  splashed  into  the  jib.  Our  facetious 
friend  Eyersfield,  of  Grayesend,  said  "  It  had  got  the  ague.'' 

It  was  now  evident  that  barring  accidents  the  race  was  won,  and  the 
yessels  flew  along  to  the  goal  at  Erith,  which  they  passed  as  follows:—^ 


h.  m.  8. 

Amazon,  winner  Ist  class 5  20  80 

Cymba. 5  28    0 

Extraraganza... 5  29    0 


h.  m.  a. 

Ayalon. 5  32     O 

Emmet,  winner  2nd  class. 5  39  45 

Phantom. 5  42  45 


A  protest  was  entered  by  the  Ayalon  on  the  grounds  that  the  Amason 
had  taken  two  hands  on  board  after  the  first  gun  was  fired  in  the 
morning,  but  it  was  decided  that  this  could  not  be  sustuned,  as  they  were 
on  board  before  the  start  took  place. 

It  is  curious  to  see  how  closely  yachts  run  their  course  one  season 
with  another. 

In  1853,  the  Mosquito  with  a  similar  wind  ran  to  the  N ore  in  2  hoars 
and  18  minutes.  The  Amazon  in  1856,  2  hours  and  20  minutes^  and 
this  time  in  2  hours  and  1 8  minutes. 

In  1856,  the  Extrayaganza  reached  the  Nore  5  minutes  astern  of  the 
Amazon  ;  this  year  about  4-|  minutes. 

In  1856  at  the  close  of  the  match  at  Erith  she  was  10  minutes 
astern  ;  this  year  she  was  9  minutes. 

l*he  Amazon  was  beautifully  handled  all  day  by  Pittock  formerly  of 
the  Thought,  and  looked  eyery  inch  a  yacht.  There  is  no  ves^l  afloat 
of  the  same  tonnage  that  can  touch  her  ;  she  is  magnificent  on  every 
point  of  sailing. 

The  Cymba  is  a  fine  sea-going  looking  yessel — ^hardly  long  enough 
to  be  a  first-rate  clipper,  but  a  powerfiil  antagonist.  It  is  oflten  remarked 
that  eyerything  finds  its  leyel  in  London  ;  eyery  orator  is  great  till  he 
takes  his  seat  in  the  Commons,  and  eyery  yacht  is  fiist  till  she  comes 
into  the  Thames.     It  may  be  said  that  her  mainsail  was  new  but  it  sat 
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beaattfaUy,  ber  jib  looked  too  heayj,  and  her  fbresail  shook  for  the 
want  of  water  On  another  occasion  she  may  retrieTe  her  reputation, 
but  she  could  hardly  have  had  a  better  day  to  evince  her  powers. 

The  EztraT^ganaa  is  a  handsome  yesseJ,  bat  speed  is  yet  to  be  got 
oat  of  her* 

The  Avalon  surpriied  us  all ;  considering  that  she  is  rather  ancient, 
her  speed  was  really  extraordinary  ;  were  she  lengthened  a  few  inches 
aft  nothing  of  her  size  would  come  near  her  in  a  breeze.  As  it  is  she 
came  in  close  on  the  heels  of  the  Extravaganza,  and  was  the  second 
yacht  by  time. 

The  Emmet  and  Phantom  were  both  beautifully  sailed,  and  the  latter 
lost  by  only  20  or  30  seconds.  Had  the  day  not  been  so  heavy,  the 
little  Phantom  would  have  been  again  A  1 . 

The  prizes  were  a  handsome  tea  service,  value  £100,  and  a  tankard 
value  ^0,  for  the  first  of  the  second  class.  The  company  reached 
town  in  time  to  hear  Titiens  and  Grbi,  after  spending  a  delightful  day 
of  health  and  recreation. 

The  officers  of  the  club,  Lord  Alfred  Paget,  Mr.  Green,  Mr. 
Hutchons,  Capt.  Grant,  and  the  Stewards,  all  exerted  themselves  to 
render  the  trip  a  most  agreeable  one. 


RANELAGH  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 

Thb  openbg  of  the  above  bridge  season  took  place  on  Saturday,  the 
29th  ult.,  and  those  historically  inclined  were  glad  to  associate  with  the 
eannon  announcing  the  rounding  of  the  craft,  the  restoration  of  the 
Stuart  Family  to  the  throne  of  Great  Britain^  two  centuries  ago.  The 
weather  was  beautifully  fine,  and  as  the  committee  had  chartered  the 
River  Queen  to  accompany  the  race,  the  fair  sex  had  availed  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  to  come  together  in  full  force  to  witness  the  sport, 
which  was  from  Battexsea  bridge  to  a  boat  moored  off  the  river  Wandle^ 
near  Wandsworth  meadows,  and  back  to  Battersea  bridge,  thrice 
repeated. 

The  folhwing  were  the  starters. 


TMbts*  NunM. 

Bis. 

Tods. 

Ownan. 

cotter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

8 

4 
4 
6 
8 
3 

J.  B.  Bumey,  Esq. 

Zouave... ....... .......ft.  -t.. 

W.  T.  Sawyer,  Esq. 

SaIICT  TiAltS.... 

C.  W.  Greayes,  Esq. 

Blue  Belle 

J.  Ridgway,  Esq. 

Little  Mosouito 

£.  S.  Bulmer,  Esq.,  Vice  Com. 
S.  Gambardella,  Esq. 

Prerident 
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The  Atalauta,  4,  T.  N.  Talfoard,  Esq ;  and  Wellington,  6,  C  Greaves 
Eaq.,  had  been  entered  but  did  not  make  their  appearence.  The  wind 
was  very  slight,  S.W.bW.  being  the  quarter  from  which  it  came  at 
the  start,  but  during  the  greater  part  of  the  race  it  entirely  died  awaj. 
The  Little  Mosquito  had  been  a  great  &vourite,  especially  when  it  was 
seen  that  the  wind  for  a  few  days  before  the  race  had  been  strong, 
knowing  ones  betting  on  her  at  great  odds,  because  with  the  wind  th^oi 
blowing,  she  had  walked  right  away.  The  Zouave  was  named  for 
second  best  boat  for  the  same  reason,  but  when  it  was  discovered  that 
there  was  scarcely  a  capful  of  the  moving  element,  many  of  those  who 
had  betted  on  the  Little  Mosquito  began  to  pull  long  faces,  for  it  be* 
came  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  the  little  ones  would  not  leave  her  astern 
in  the  light  breeze.  The  Saucy  Lass,  a  centre-board  boat,  began  to 
be  liked,  and  directly  she  went  away  became  a  great  favourite  ;  and  we 
must  certainly  say  in  her  credit  that  we  never  saw  anything  of  her  siae 
Bell  in  the  manner  she  did. 

But  we  are  anticipating,  and  will  come  at  once  to  the  start,  wliich 
took  place  at  Ih.  22m.  It  was  however,  badly  effected,  for  just  after 
the  gun  had  been  fired  to  prepare,  a  salute  was  fired  from  Alexander'*8. 
All  but  the  Little  Mosquito  and  the  Blue  Belle  took  it  for  the  starting 
signal,  and  went  away^  the  Zouave  leading  well,  followed  by  the 
Saucy  Lass.  The  Mosquito  and  Blue  Belle,  left  astern,  could  not  for  a 
moment  understand  it,  then  there  was  great  excitement,  and  in  the 
hurry  to  get  away  Mr.  Bulmer  unfortunately  caught  his  foot  in  the 
warp,  and,  as  the  boat  canted,  went  right  under  her,  and  but  for  the 
timely  aid  of  one  of  his  men,  who  jumped  overboard  after  him  he  would 
inevitably  have  been  drowned.  The  Blue  Belle  also  was  much  pot  out, 
and.  drifted  on  to  Alexander's  causeway,  vnere  she  remained  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  and  of  course  did  not  stand  a  chance.  Off  Batter- 
sea  Church  the  Little  Mosquito  walked  by  the  Saucy  Lass,  and  ere 
long  she  tailed  the  Zouave,  and  on  rounding  the  boat  at  the  Wandle  the 
Saucy  Lass  was  second  boat  Off  the  Distillery,  coming  back,  the 
Zouave  went  ahead  of  everything  again,  but  not  for  long.  The  Saucy 
Lass  now  began  to  make  good  way,  and  near  Spiller's  went  ahead  of 
Mosquito,  rounding  at  Battersea  a  minute  in  advance.  The  Mosquito 
setting  an  enormous  jib  and  topsail,  went  ahead  again,  and  was  never 
afterwards  passed  ;  but  the  Saucy  Lass  stuck  close  to  her  all  the  way 
back  the  second  time.  Previous  to  this  the  Zouave  went  aground,  but 
although  she  soon  got  off  disappointed  all  her  admirers.  At  rounding 
at  Battersea  the  second  time,  the  Saucy  Lass  was  a  minute  behind  the 
Mosquito,  and  there  being  a  handicap  of  a  minute,  great  excitement 
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pfTBTailed  as  to  whetber  she  would  come  within  her  four  miDutes.  On 
the  retnrn  from  Wandsworth  to  win,  the  Mosquito  gained  considerably, 
and  rounded  at  Battersea  with  scarcely  any  wind.  Just  then  a  breeie 
sprang  up,  and  catching  the  sails  of  the  Saucy  Lass  brought  her  in  the 
winner  by  a  minute  and  a  hal£  We  may  state  that  the  Cremome  and 
President  were  No.  4  and  5  all  the  way,  and  never  were  at  any  time 
sear  winning.     The  race  finished  at  Battersea  as  under: — 

h.  m.  s.  I  h.  m.  s. 

little  Mosquito...^ 4    3  30    Zouare; 4  13    0 

SautixLass. 4    6    o| 

The  prizes  were  a  siWer  cup,  yalue  £15,  awarded  to  Mr.  Greaves  ; 
and  another,  value  £5,  won  by  Mr.  Bulmer.  It  may  be  stated  that  the 
winner,  although  put  down  as  four  tons,  barely  measures  three.— -J&ra. 


WELLINGTON  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 

This  was  the  first  match,  of  this  recently  established  Club  which  came 
off  on  Tuesday,  the  Ist  of  June,  and  the  weather  being  fine  attracted 
a  numerous  company  to  witness  the  inauguration.  The  club  was  pecu- 
liarly fortunate  on  this  occasion  in  having  the  invaluable  services  of 
several  gentlemen  who  are  excellent  yachtsmen,  and  who  materially 
assisted  in  giving  an  eclai  to  the  gathering.  Before  we  enter  into  the 
details  of  the  racing,  we  must  observe  that  Mr.  Simpsora  of  the 
Cremome,  with  extreme  kindness  placed  the  esplanade  of  the  gardens 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  for  the  accommodation  of  the  members 
and  their  fair  friends. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Wellington  (the  patron  of  the  club)  and 
other  noblemen  and  gentlemen  lionored  the  match  with  their  presence, 
and  took  a  lively  interest  in  the  proceedings. 

There  was  one  evil,  which,  if  it  is  possible  to  prevent  in  future  above 
bridge  matches  will  be  very  acceptable  to  the  crews  of  the  sailing  craft, 
we  allude  to  the  incessant  firing  of  guns  by  parties  on  the  shore  not 
connected  with  the  craft. 

The  boats  were  ranged  in  two  lines  the  larger  ones  at  Battersea 
bridge,  and  the  smaller  opposite  the  gardens.  The  wind  unfortunately 
was  very  light,  which  was  however  in  &vour  of  the  latter  class,  and 
whenever  a  puff  came  they  were  as  active  as  bees. 

The  following  were  at  their  moorings  and  started  at  the  signal  being 
given:— 
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TaohtiT  Nmm«i, 

El«. 

TODi. 

Owntn. 

Ang^lesey • 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

4 
6 
6 
S 

4 
S 
4 
8 

W.  Held.  Esq. 
C.  Greavet,  Eiq. 
J.  Ridgway,  Esq. 
S.  GambaideDa.  Esq. 
W.  T.  Bayers.  Esq. 
J.  B.  Bumey,  Esq. 
J.  LesUe,  Esq. 
B.  Hewitt,  Esq, 

Wellington 

Blue  Belle. 

President 

2ouftTe 

Cremorne 

Belle 

Emily 

The  Saucy  Lass  was  entered  but  did  not  make  her  appearance  at 
thd  start 

The  course  was  from  Battersea  bridge  to  a  boat  moored  off  Wanda- 
worth  meadows, — ^twice  round. 

At  2h.  54m.  ''they  are  off  ^'— was  shouted  by  ihe  anxious  multitude^ 
and  they  were  so  active  in  setting  their  muslin  that  it  was  difficult  to 
dedde  which  was  covered  first ;  and  having  canted  smartly,  the 
Cremorne  gallantly  led  the  van  followed  by  the  Anglesey  ;  the  Zouave 
making  good  progress,  attended  by  the  Belle.  The  Emily,  who  was 
the  Sftvorite,  led  her  portion  of  the  fleet  when  the  start  was  made,  and 
soon  passed  the  little  centre-board,  the  President  At  the  Distillery, 
were  the  first  board  was  made,  she  began  to  overhaul  the  other  small 
eraft,  who  had  by  this  time  got  all  together,  the  Cremorne  and  Zouave 
abreast,  with  the  other  two  a  few  yards  from  each  other,  and  the  Blue 
Belle  and  Wellington  bringing  up  the  rear  close  astern,  and  the  wind 
having  fiillen,  they  might  all  have  been  covered  with  a  sheet,  as  they 
also  might  in  other  parts  of  the  race.  The  Zouave  presently  lead 
slightly,  and  they  reached  the  Wandle  in  the  order  before  stated.  After 
rounding  there  was  a  breath  of  wind,  and  the  Emily  profiting  by  it  and 
her  large  sails,  passed  the  Zouave  after  the  latter  had  accidentally  put 
her  out.  Towards  Price's  the  Blue  Belle  had  succeeded  in  passing  every- 
thing but  the  Zouave,  and  the  latter  soon  had  to  give  way  both  to  the 
Blue  Belle  and  Cremorne.  The  Wellington  now  overhauled  all  the  small 
craft  but  the  Cremorne,  and  the  boat  at  Battersea  was  rounded  in  that 
order,  the  rear  being  brought  up  by  the  Zouave,  Anglesey,  President, 
and  Belle,  who  were  all  close  together.  In  the  run  down  to  the 
Wandle  and  back,  several  changes  took  place.  The  Zouave  began  to 
lose  way  to  the  little  Anglesey,  who  came  along  very  smartly  in  the 
fourth  place.  The  Blue  Belle  retained  her  position,  the  Zouave  again 
gave  the  go-by  to  the  Cremorne,  and  after  rounding  at  Wandsworth 
the  Anglesey  became  second  boat,  followed  by  the  Blue  Belle  and 
Wellbgton.     The  Emily  was  by  this  time  nearly  half-a-mile  ahead, 
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bat  the  wind  entirely  left  the  scene  of  action  when  she  iras  abore 
Battenea  Chnich,  and  she  remained  stationary  while  the  little  Anglesey 
crept  stealthily  along,  hy  degrees  nearingher  opponent,  who  was  drifting 
with  the  tide,  and  close  to  home  went  by  her,  amidst  the  surprise  and 
eheers  of  the  spectators.     The  turnings  were  timed  as  follows :-~ 

Battenea,  first  time.  |  Battersea,  finishing  time. 

h.  m.  a.  I  h.  m.  i. 

£mily ^4    3  18  |  Anfl^esey 5    7    0 

Blue  BeUe 4    8  10  I  Emily. 5    7  35 

Cremonie... 4    6    0    Blue  Belle 5    8    0 

Wellington ...4    7    0  [  Wellington. 5    9    0 


ROYAL  LONDON  YACHT  CLUB  MATCHES. 

It  is  a  pleasant  task  to  record  a  match  when  yachts  of  equal  powers 
contendi— when  skilful  handling,  and  nautical  tactics  engross  the  attention 
of  the  reporter,  and  call  forth  the  remarks  of  the  seaman  and  amateur  ; 
but  to  chronicle  a  match  where  the  racer  and  the  non-racer  are  the  only 
competitors  is  a  feat  that  no  man  delighteth  in.— -Such  is  the  ungracious 
duty  which  now  deyolves  on  the  poor  &g  who  caters  for  the  amusement 
of  the  million. 

On  the  7th  inst,  the  above  Club  offered  liberal  prizes  of  £40,  iS20 
and  £10  for  first  class;  £30,  iSlO,  and  £5,  for  second  class  yachts 
belonging  thereto^  and  the  only  craft  which  were  induced  to  enter  are 
thus 

Nmmber$dmBvnr9  YadULitt for  1%SS. 
TIB8T  GLA88. 


Ifo. 


756 

1846 

425 


TaohtB*  N«n«t. 


Phantom..... 

Zillalu 

Onome 


1846ZiUalL. 


Rig.      I  Tons. 


cutter 
cutter 
yawl 


27 
84 
85 


Owners. 


8BCOMJ>  GULSS. 


589 

1058 

45 


KHten. 

Wanderer..... 
Argonaut.*.. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


15 
10 
18 


&  Lane,  Esq. 
E.  Knibbs,  Esq. 
A.  Aroedeckne  Esq. 


B.  Leach,  Esq. 
Q.  Moss,  Esq. 
O.  Legg,  Esq. 


The  last  yadit  did  not  show  at  the  moorings  and  we  did  not  hear 
any  reason  assigned  for  her  absence. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  steamer  was  chartered  on  this  occasion  to  ac- 
company the  match,  and  started  shortly  after  9  o'clock  from  the   Ade- 
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bide  pier  with  a  good  company  of  members  ai»d  tbek  fais-ftievdiB, 
wUch  on  her  amval  at  the  filaekwall  frier  wa»  finther  iaeve^sei.  The 
weather  waa  deiight£al  with  the  wind  a^  E.kN.  andof  a«fficinii  atrangtb 
to  induce  us  to  believe  there  would  be  $  good  day's  sp^rt  After 
leaving  Bl^waU*  where  some  time  wae  kwt  in  waiting  fi>t  mogee.  eom- 
pany,  we  steamed  pleasantly  on,  and  arrived  at  Erith  at  1  Ih.  lOm.,  and 
belaid  Phantom,  Zillah,  Gnome,  Kitten^  and  Wanderer  waiting  the 
signal  to  prepare  for  the  forthcoming  fray.  Here  mueh  time  was  loot 
(being  floodj  in  giving  the  final  inslruotioos  to  the  yechts.  When  we 
say  "  time  was  lost " — it  must  not  be  taken  as  finding  fault  with  the 
Sailing  Committee,  for  we  have  no  doubt  they  did  use  all  the  dispatch 
in  their  power— but  it  appeared  a  sad  waste  of  the  flood.  The  first 
gun  (pr^pai^toiiy)  belc)i^  fortl^at  lib,  50iD,,aod  the  second  (starting) 
at  lib.  63m.  There  seems  some  discrepancy  in  the  newspaper  accounts 
and  our  time,  but  we  back  Greenwich. 

The  ezdtement  usually  attendant  on  the  start  appeared  to  have  lost 
its  charm— >for  it  was  a  very  quiet  gentlemanlike  atfair — none  of  that 
boisterous  vulgar  vociferation— of  '<  The  is  off  first  I "   ^  There 

goes  the ,**  ftc,  &c.,   but  the  Kitten  frisked  up  her  wbiakers, 

turned  gently  round,  and  showed  us  her  tail,  followed  next  by  Phantom, 
then  Zillah,  Wanderer,  and  veiy  tardily  by.  Gnome. — Indeed  it  was 
doubtful  if  she  meant  to  go  down  the  course.  In  the  meantime  ^e 
saucy  Kitten  and  Phantom  were  having  a  few  turns  by  themselves, 
which  was  the  prettiest  part  of  the  performance  of  the  dfty.  It  was 
really  diverting  to  see  the  pertinacity  of  the  former,  looking  every 
inch  a  racer,  dashing- the  spray  over  her  bo ws>  apparently  burying  her- 
self, and  at  times  showing  the  shining  copper  on  her  bottom.  This  of 
course  could  not  long  continue  in  a  strong  breeze,  as  the  more  powerfnl 
craft  would,  stand,  against  the  full  force  and.  benefit,  by.  it^  whilst  the 
lesser  vessel  we  observed  in  Northfieet  Hope  had  a  reef  in  her  mainsail. 
Now  we  y^\\;  i^ptice  th^.  otjiers^  the  Wanderer  is  disposed  of  in  few 
words,  she  resembled  the  tortoise  following  the  hare,  and  so  will  leave 
her  for  the  present,  and  follow  the  other  two  lazy  crafts.— The  Zillab 
and  Gnome  started  with  topmasts  erect,  ai^  the  former  when  abreast  of 
Erith  pier  set  gaff  topsail  which,  example  Gnome  also  followed;  In 
Purfleet  Reacb  Zillah  struck  topsail,  which  from  its  nervous  action  rather 
retardadiher  motion,  and  after  the  race  on  enquiring  the  canae  of  her 
Palinurus  he  informed  us  she  carriedraway  her.  cross-trees  in  Purfleet 
Reach  and  her  gaff  in  St.  Clements.  Thcaajnishaps4>ertaiBly  aoDooqted 
§»  the  palsj  in  her  topsail^  but  what  could:  ha  amiss  below— '<  Is  tUm'* 
we  exclaimed  <<  the  dashing  Zillah  of  Liverpool,  or  is  it  a.  counterfeit 
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Ikmt  oar  wmthy  Vm  oT  tbe  Prinee«f  Wales  faiith  purehMd  ?  '*^-Birt 
alu  !  it  wM  the  veritable  Zillah  of  hj^g<mb  days  I  HowbtiMr  iTor  tb« 
pffcoent  we  amst  leave  iier»  «iid  look  to  Iter  eompaiiioii  ibiM  ^Heient 
Cmomn,  wkich  to  ilib  iwrpvise  ef  those  who  knew  Ivef  kept  OA  tlMi  even 
ioBOr  of  %er  way»  witk  top*fl  all  v-taonto»  aod  oottt^Med  Click  by  taek 
tke  eesroe  down*  Whilat  wto  were  ^tudyiafg  the  navig^ioii  of  the 
Thm^Bo  by  watofaiag  theee  two  ▼essBls  the  Phabtom  and  Kitten  were 
btfwKDg  aAotig  «<  right  nurrilie,"  and  were  by  the  denotts  tredc  hidden 
froai  tiMOigfht  of  thoee  on  board  the  'stetMllft ;  Mftrefbre  it  #kfi  tked^iae^ 
to  hasteo  her  speed  or  the  leading  ir^eeels  wotald  have  to  arait  (dt  oixt 
arrivaL  We  overhauled  them  somewhere  about  the  Mucking  Light,  the 
Flumtotn  leading  considerably.  The  Kitten  had  met  «-ith  a  dis- 
aster, which  we  balieveJ  to  be  purely  aecidental,  as  the  owner  of  the 
yacht  causing  the  damage  is  too  well  known  for  a  momentary  thought 
to  be  entertained  that  it  was  intentional.— The  facts  are  these^  as  ire 
were  informed,  that  in  turnbg  down  Gravesen^  Reach  the  cutter  Eclipse, 
ca«ght  with  her  bowsprit  the  topping-lift  of  the  Kitten  and  brought  her 
up  all  standing  alongside,  broke  the  lift  and  damaged  the  larboard 
channels.  This  neeesssarily  retarded  her  progressy  but  the  lift  being 
knotted,  away  she  flew  in  pursuit  of  her  big  compatriot 

The  steamer  pn£fed  and  fumed  ahead  until  off  Leigh  when  the  brdte 
was  given  to  let  go  the  anchor,  and  wait  the  arrival  of  the  lazger  dass 
tessselsk  The  Kitten  being  ordered  to  turn  some  distance  neai^r  town. 
It  was  originally  intended  that  the  first  class  should  round  at  die  Norti 
and  die  second  class  off  Southend.  This  it  was  necessary  to  alter  owing 
to  the  chance  of  having  the  tide  strong  against  them  in  returning  back. 
The  rounding  was  effected  in  the  following  ordw  and  tiue^-^ 

h.  m.  s.  I                          h.  m.  s.  I  h.  m.  s. 

Phantom..... 3    a  10  |  Gnome 3  S8  M  |  GBUlalk*..... .3  09  10 

The  Phantom  as  soon  as  she  had  rounded  roused  up  her  topmast  and 
crowded  on  all  sail :  whilst  at  anchor  we  had  leisure  to  notice  the 
Gnome  and  Zillah,  which  appeared  to  be  equally  matched  as  they  kept 
company  throughout  the  day.  The  Zillah  was  loudly  cheered  on  round- 
ing. The  Gnome  rounded  with  topsail  set  which  she  afterwards 
shifted,  and  her  consort  after  considerable  labour  and  difficulty  managed 
to  get  up  her  topsail  again,  which  stood  very  badly  owing  to  the  ac- 
cident before  mentioned.  Off  the  Mucking  Light  the  Zillah  passed  her 
opponent,  took  in  her  jib|  and  set  a  large  balkxmer.  At  this  period 
much  excitement  was  manifest  by  the  close  sailing  o^  the  v^ss^ls,  and 
speculation  was  rife  which  would  receive  the  second  prize.     They  were 


h.  m.  ■. 

ZiUah ^ 6  17  80 

Gnom& 6  20    O 
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well  mai<^hftd,  and  had  the  Phaaiom  been  of  ihmr  calibfe  the  raoe 
would  have  been  ^ery  interesting* 

After  keeping  oompany  with  theee  slow  coaches  some  time  it  was 
neoessary  to  look  after  ihe  raeen — ^Phantom  and  Kitten,  as  they  had 
gone  out  of  sight  and  would  be  waiting  Ibr  tfie  steamer.  Fresh  fbel 
heaped  on,  not  in  the  American  fashion  (tarpentine),  and  we  pii^ed  out 
the  Wanderer  jogging  qnietly  along  by  herself,  so  we  left  her,  and  on 
nearing  Erith  the  clippers  were  observed  crinsing  about  waiting  for  the 
steamer.— The  latter  was  immediately  moored,  and  the  PhantraA  bore 
down  followed  by  the  Kitten.     The  time  was  as  follows:** 

h.  m.  i. 

Phantom 5  10    0 

Kitten 6  11  40 

Wanderer 6  10    0 

The  prizes  were  delivered  to  the  winners  by  the  worthy  commodore 
whose  remarks  elicited  repeated  cheers. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say  anything  further  about  Phantom  than  that 
she  has  won  about  forty  prizes  since  she  has  been  the  property  of  Mr. 
Lane. 

The  Zillah  was  brought  out  by  Mr.  6.  Harrison,  of  Liverpool,  and 
was  always  considered  a  good  sea  boat  with  some  speed  in  her  ;  but 
Mr.  Knibbs  has  reduced  her  spars  and  shortened  her  boom  some  six  feet 
as  he  is  more  desirous  of  possessing  a  comfortable  craft  than  a  racer. 

The  Gnome  is  an  old  craft  formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  Hulkes  of 
Bochester  :  Commodore  Arcedeckne  after  he  had  purchased,  gave  her  a 
complete  oveihaul,  and  laid  out  a  considerable  sum  to  make  her  more 
convenient  to  entertain  his  friends.  That  she  will  ever  be  a  racer  is 
entirely  out  of  the  question. — She  is  apparently  a  stiff  boat  and  there- 
fore well  adapted  for  a  pleasure  party. 

The  Kitten  is  too  well  known  to  need  comment,  and  respecting^  her 
opponent  the  Wanderer  we  know  nothing. 

The  day's  excursion  was  enlivened  by  the  strains  of  an  excellent 
Millitary  band,  which,  with  the  courtesy  and  kindness  of  the  Conmio- 
dore  and  officers  of  the  club  rendered  the  trip  pleasant  and  enjoyable. 


GLASGOW  ROYAL  REGATTA. 

WiLLiNa  on  all  occasions  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  our  leaders  at 

the  request  of  several  of  our  Northern  friends  we  insert  the  foUowing. 

On  the  29th  ult.  the  morning  was  louring,  but  towards  noon  it 
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cleared  np  and  a  delighifiil  afternoon  under  a  pleasant  balmy  sky  the 
sports  came  off. 

Fint  Saee. — ^A  Silk  St.  George VEnsign  ;  to  be  competed  for  in  two- 
oared  27  feet  gigs  ;  open  to  all — ^First  beat ;  1»  Blue  Jacket— M'Donald, 
miliken  (stroke),  Craig  (oox).  Walked  over  the  coursc-^Second  heat : 
2,  Persererance— Clyde,  ChiTcrs  (stroke),  Ward  (cox).  2,  Jack's  the 
Lad— Ghmn,  Bmoe  (stroke).  Dart  (cox).  A  capital  race,  won  by  half 
a  boat^s  length. — Final  heat:  Persererance  1,  Blue  Jacket  2.  Won 
easily. 

Second  Race. — A  beauUfal  SUk  Flag,  painted  and  presented  to  ihe 
dub  by  a  first-class  artist  of  this  city  ;  to  be  competed  for  in  MSb  of 
any  length  ;  open  to  all  except  those  who  have  pulled  for  £20  and 
above  that  amount.  First  heat :  Pirate  (Park)  1,  Confidence  (Cassey) 
2.  Pirate  beat  Confidence  easily.  Second  heat :  Black  Prince  (Neil)  1. 
Young  Shakspeare  ( Arroll)  2.  At  M'Neil's  shed  the  two  skifi  were  level, 
when  Young  Shakspeare  ran  into  Black  Prince,  and  although  ArroU 
came  in  first,  he  was  on  this  account  disqualified.     Fmalheat :  Pirate 

1,  Black  Prince  2.  An  excellent  race  to  the  barge  when  Neil  drew 
ahead,  and  at  the  buoys  was  first  by  a  length.  After  turning,  Park 
gradually  come  up  on  him  and  won.  At  this  stage  two  steamers  passed 
down  tbe  river  from  Mr.  Seath's  building  yard,  which  delayed  the  pro- 
ceedings for  about  half  an  hour. 

Third  Race.-'^h,  large  Silk  Union*  Jack  ;  to  be  competed  for  in 
ibor-oared  27  feet  gigs  ;  open  to  all  youths  and  for  those  who  never 
pulled  a  race  at  a  regatta  (except  stratch  matches) ,  committee  to  judge ; 
one  heat.  I,  Blue  Bonnet,  Scai*lett,  Madeed,  Cameron,  Grahame 
(stroke),  M'Arthur  (cox).  2,  Blue  Jacket,  Park,  M'Guire,  Rooney, 
Turner,  (stroke),  Clark  (oox).  3,  Bold  Attempt,  Miller,  Conally,  Uills, 
M'Queen  (stroke),  McGregor  (cox).  After  a  good  race.  Blue  Bonnet 
came  in  first.  This  is  a  new  mahogany  gig,  built  by  M*Ne01  and  Co.^ 
and  a  piece  of  the  finest  workmanship  we  have  seen  on  the  Clyde. 

Fourth  Race, — Splendid  Photographs  of  the  winning  Crew  and  Cox- 
swain,  taken  separately,  in  fine  rosewood  frames,  value  £4  4s,  presented 
to  the  club  by  Mr.  John  Bume,  photographic  artist,  Glasgow,  to  be 
competed  for  in  four-oared  27  feet  gigs  ;  open  to  all.  First  heat :  1 
Perseverance,  Chivers,  Clyde,  M'Allister,  Mills,  (stroke).  Ward  (cox) 

2,  Fleur  de  Marie,  M<£wan,  Muir,  Milliken,  M'Donald  (stroke),  Craig 
(cox).  8,  Blue  Jacket,  Park,  M*Guire,  Rooney,  Turner,  (stroke), 
Clark  (cox).  After  three  false  starts  the  three  gigs  got  well  off,  but 
immediately  after  the  start  Blue  Jacket  gave  in.  A  most  exciting  race 
ensued  between  Perseverance  |pd  Fleur  de  Marie.     They  were  bow  and 
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bow  Bt  the  iMttue,  bat  Fiettr  ite  Mam  tamed  tbe  Pefaeveraiiee  buoy  in*- 
fltead  of  their  own  and  was  drawn  out.  Secxmd  heat :  1>  Jadc^  ^bm 
Lsd— Holt,  Qtmn,  Docherty,  ^firttoe  (atrokeX  I^ut  (cox).  2,  Ydong 
Shakapean,  Ledc,  Miller,  M^OHtety,  AmU,  {atnike},  MTarknd  (ooz>. 
a,  Blve  Bonnet,  Searlet,  Maebed,  Cameron,  Orahanie,  (strokeX 
M'Arthnr  (ooz).  After  a  <sapital  raoe  Jaok'a  the  Lad  «anie  in  firrt.— > 
Trial  heat :  1,  Peraevereaoe,  2,  Jaek%  the  Lad.  The  Peneveranea 
crew  pnlled  in  the  Bloe  Bonnet,  aad  the  tsrew  uf  Jaek^s  Ihe  Lad  in  ihm 
Perseyeranee  boat  Blue  Bonnet  led  the  way,  but  after  taming  lb« 
bnoya  Peraererance  drew  op,  and,  after  a  moat  exciting  race,  eaoM  in 
the  winner  by  a  qnarter  of  a  length. 

Fiftk  i7acf.-— Complete  Rowing  UotfoRn  fi>r  erew  and  eoxawain, 
▼alae  «£3  8s  ;  presented  to  the  olvb  by  Mr.  W*  Hays,  Giaenock  ;  to  be 
competed  for  in  fbur-oared  27-feet  gigs  ;  open  to  ail  except  the  winner 
of  the  first  race.  First  heat :  1,  Fleur  de  Matie,  M'Ewan,  Moir,  MilKkeo, 
McDonald  (stroke),  Craig  (oox).  The  PerseTeranoe  crew  eateted  for 
this  raoe,  bat  was  thrown  oat  on  aooonnt  of  winning  the  photographic 
and  Flear  de  Marie  walked  over.  Second  heat :  1,  Bhie  Boaoet» 
Scariett,  Macleed,  Cameron,  Grahame,  (stroke),  M'Arthnr  (cqx>  2, 
Blue  Jacket,  Park,  M'Guire,  Rooney,  Tuiiier  (stroke)  CkLrk  (oox). 
S,  Jack's  the  Lad,  Holt,  Gunn,  Docherty,  Bruce,  (stroke),  DaH  (oox). 
A  good  start  was  effected,  but  Jack's  the  Lad  stopped  rowing  on  accoont 
cfsome  misnnderstandbg,  aftei*  having  palled  a  doaen  strokes.  The 
other  two  went  on,  and  after  a  good  race  Blue  Bonnet  came  in  flvit* 
Final  heat :  Flenr  de  Marie^  and  Bloe  Bonnet.  A  spleadid  race  tock 
place  from  the  starting  point  till  near  tiie  barge,  when  the  two  boati 
closed  together,  and  an  oar  of  the  Floor  de  Marie  was  broken,  and  the 
radder  of  the  Bhie  Bonnet  The  judges  decided  that  the  raoe  shoidd 
be  run  over  agahi. 

Sixih  jRn^e.— Silver  Oar  and  Anohor  Pins  for  fint  prias  ;  Silver 
Oar  Pins  for  second  prise  ;  being  a  scratch  match,  polled  by  the  mem* 
hers  of  the  City  of  Glasgow  Royal  Regatta  Clob,  and  tfaoee  wbo  poll 
at  this  regatta.  1,  Falcon,  Briggs,  Thompson,  Bruce,  Arr<^  (stroke), 
Chsper  (cox).  2,  Hawk,  Miller,  Rarery,  Docherty,  Banks  (stroke) 
Kelly  (cox).  A  very  good  race.  Second  heat :  1,  Cuckoo,  Croai^ 
Clyde,  McQueen,  Chivers  (stroke).  Wood  (cox).  2,  Swallow,  Lion, 
Raeburo,  Connaly,  M'AlBster  (stroke),  Tayhnr  (cox).  A  capital  race. 
Pinal  heat :  1,  Cuckoo,  2,  Falcon.  Won  easily.  Tlie  races  terminated 
about  nine  o'clock,  after  a  day's  superior  sport. 
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BIRKENHEAD  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB.  MATCH. 

The  FixiftMfttok  ol  lUs  prosperous  olub  tookplaeeoo  the  6tb  of  June, 
and  was  pronounced  one  of  the  best  contested  matches  on  record  in  the 
aomk  of  Mersey  yachtbg.  Tba  Mlewing  yachts  appeared  at  their 
mooring^:— 


Taeht^NAm«t. 

Rig. 

Tout. 

Owoera. 

Meta... 

cutter 
cotter 
cmtlen 
cutter 

7i 
7 

St.  C.  J.  ByrDe,  E§q. 
J.  Pool,  Esq. 

A,  Wlu«IIH»l«lb*  Isf. 

G.  Hacrisos^  Esq. 

Charm • 

Snake..... >...^» , 

The  eoorse  waa  from  Woedside  Pier  round  a  flag-boat  stationed  off 
BcoDsfaoaough^  thence  to  a  flag-boat  off  the  Dinglei  back  to  Bromboxoiigh, 
Bgfin  to  the  Dingle,  retuwng  to  the  flag-boat  off  Woodside  Pier,  back 
round,  BiomJborough  and  the  Dingle^  returning,  the  south  of  Woodside 
Fieri  finishing  between  there  and  flag-boat 

The  starting  gun  was  fired  at  2h.  9nL,  wind  N..W.  when  the  Elfin 
was  the  first  to  obey  the  order,  but  uafovtunately  in  jibing  she  was 
caught  by  a  sudden  puff  which  so  baflled  her  that  the  advantage  in 
starting  was  lost,  and  she.  never  recovered  it  The  wind  being  &ir 
tog  tanning)  booming  was  carried  out  to.  its  fullest  extent,  the  Snake 
fronng  her  powers  before  the  wind  by  sloping  aheadf  and  passing 
Bffombowugh  flag  boat  first  as  below.  After  passing,  the  Meta  began 
to  show  her  superior  qualities,  being  able  to  sail  much  closer  to  the  wind 
than  her  competitors.  This  advantage  she,  however^  lost  by  an  injudir 
eious  tack  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  the  others  beating  up  in  the  slack 
tide  on  Uie  Lancashire  shore,  and  the  Dingle  flag-boat  was  rounded  as 
beloir>-* 

Brambor»u^  111  romuL  DwgU,  \tt  round. 

h.  m.  ■.  ^»  ni.  8. 

Snake S  32  SOCharm »     1    0 

Charm 2  3a  45  Meta 3    3  25 

Meta , , 2  34  308iiake 3    4    5 

Sttn. 2  36  40Elfln.... 3  1«    0 

Thus  far  the  race  was  according  to  the  above  times  a  very  close  and 
exdtbg  affiiir,  and  it  was  impossible  to  select  the  winner.  They  now 
pushed  on  gallantly  for  Bromborough  flag-boat  which  was  rounded  as 
below.  The  Charm  the  headmost  boat  tried  for  a  slack  tide  on  the 
Cheshire  shore,  but  Ming  to  find  it,  followed  her  rivals,  who  had  stood 
straight  across.  The  little-un  being  evidently  out-paced  was  not  again 
timed,  but  we  must  award  pnuse  to  her  s^ted  owner  for  his  gallant 


Dingle,  imd  3 

h.  m.  1. 

Charm 8  43  80 

Meta • "-...8  48  85 

Snake 3  46  80 

£lfln  (not  timedj 
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attempt  against  such  a  formidable  antagonigt,  and  the  Dingle  flag-boat 
was  rounded  as  under: — 

Bromboroughf  2nd  round, 

h.  nL 

Charm 3  11    0 

Meta 8  12  45 

8nake ^...8  16    0 

Elfln 8  26    0 

In  racing  from  the  Bromborough  flag-boat  to  the  Dingle  it  will  be 

Men  the  Meta  gained  Im.  158«,  and  it  was  erident  that  barring  aoci* 

dents  the  Meta  must  win,  firom  her  weatherly  qualities,    and   great 

admiration  was  expressed  on  board  the  steamer  at  the  ablo  way  in  which 

she  was  suled.     The  Woodside  flag-boat  was  passed  as  follows:— 

h.  m.  8. 1                            h.  m.  8. 1                             h.  m.  c 
Meta 4  29    6  I  Charm 4  85    0  |  Snake ^ 4  87  20 

Each  of  the  trio  had  in  turn  assumed  the  first  position.     The  Meta, 

after  rounding,  hoisted  her  topsail,  but  her  rivals  seemed  careless  on  the 

matter,  and  ran  before  the  wind  with  topmasts  housed,  the  Bromborough 

boat^  and  Dingle  were  passed  as  under; — 

Bromborough,  9rd  tinu. 

h.  m.  8. 
Meta 4  51  40 


Charm 4  67  80 

Snake 4  59  10 


Dingle,  3rd  fune, 

h.  m*  a. 

Meta 5  11  46 

Charm 5  16  26 

Snake ....^...6  17  15 


As  it  was  clearly  seen  that  the  Meta  must  win,  the  attention  of  those 
on  board  of  the  steamer  was  turned  to  the  struggle  for  second  place, 
which  the  Snake,  after  seyeral  attempts,  at  length  succeeded  in  taking  ; 
the  full  efforts  of  both  crews  having  been  called  into  play.  The  flag- 
boat  at  Woodside  was  rounded  as  under: — 

h.  m.  8.  I                          h.  m.  8.    I                            h.  m.  a. 
Meta 6  46    0  |  Snake 5  54  15  |  Charm.. 5  59  39 

The  Meta  was  hailed  the  winner  with  loud  cheers.  This  is  the  first 
deep  keel  boat  which  has  successfully  competed  in  the  club.  Her  length 
is  33  feet,  by  7  feet  7  inches  beam,  draught  of  water  aft  6  feet  9 
inches,  and  forward  2  feet  6  inches.  She  is  hollow  at  both  ends  of  the 
load  line,  and  hollow  in  the  cross  section  amidships,  carries  a  great  deal 
of  ballast,  and  is  cutter-rigged  with  heavy  canvas.  She  was  designed 
and  built  under  the  superintendence  of  her  owner,  Mr.  St.  C.  J.  Byrne. 
The  Elfin,  and  Charm  are  centre-board  boats,  the  latter  having  a  long 
projecting  overhanging  bow.  The  Snake  also  is  of  similar  build. 
Byrne,  the  winner,  came  on  board  the  club  steamer,  and  Mr.  Harrison, 
the  Vice-commodore,  addressed  him  in  complimentary  terms,  expressed 
the  great  satisfaction  he  and  the  members  of  the  committee  had  ex- 
perienced in  witnessing  the  match,  whi<4l  had  been  admirable  contested 


ON  TUHMING  BAIiLAST.  225 

Hie  wiiming  boMt,  the  MoU  wta,  he  taid»  one  of  a  new  oonstnKtMMi  in 
ihis  qearler,  end,  m  had  been  shewn  in  the  retuit  of  the  contest,  il 
posBetMd  eacellenl  qnelWes.  It  was  e  trim  and  ekaver  oraft^  aad,  above 
all,  pswMiied  the  great  merit  of  being  aafc*  He  hoped  Mr.  fiyme 
woold  eontorae  still  to  &yoDr  them  with  seeh  evidenee  of  his  skill  in 
boat-baiUingy  and  threngh  that  means  excite  a  nsefiil  enraktion  among 
all  the  members.  In  eoneliiaoat  he  begged  to  present  him  with  the 
▼ery  handsome  priiewhieh  he  had  so  fnlly  earned  and  so  nnqnestionably 
woo  [cheerB}^—- Mr.  Byrne  ezptessed  his  thanks  for  the  congratuktion 
bestowed  on  him»  and  obserred  dwt  they  would  all  admit  that  the  raoe 
had  been  a  bit  find  spirited  one,  and  the  {mw  won  £urly  [hear,  hear, 
and  cheers}. 


ON  TRIMMING  BALLAST. 

Of  afl  Ae  disputed  points  in  yachts  racing,  perhaps  none  has  been  more 
&cassed  than  that  of  trimmiDg  ballast  For  a  long  time  I  was  de* 
eidedly  opposed  to  allow  ballast  to  be  trimmed,  and  thought,  with  many 
othera,  that  if  it  was  forbidden  we  should  have  a  fine  fleet  of  yachts 
start  in  erery  race.  This  is  not  the  case.  Take  Cowes,  for  instance  } 
there,  bj  dint  of  stringent  rules,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  any  gentleman 
from  starting  his  vessel  in  a  match,  as  though  he  were  going  out  of  his 
ordinary  pleasure  trip,  but  nothing  will  induce  them  to  do  so.  On  this 
ground,  therefore,  the  rule  of  not  trimming  fails  of  its  inteut ;  but  by 
not  trimming  we  prevent  the  vessel  from  being  knocked  about  a  good 
deal  unless  she  is  properly  fitted  for  the  purpose  ;  we  also  require  fewer 
men.  On  the  other  hand  we  deprive  many  yachts  from  doing  their  best, 
and  last  but  not  least,  we  throw  an  apple  of  discord  among  the  con* 
tending  vessels,  which  is  an  ever  fruitful  source  of  dissension. 

To  the  sidling  committees  I  would  say,  ''  If  you  declare  that  there 
shall  be  no  trimming  ballast,  you  are  bound  to  see  that  the  mis  is  en- 
feroed."  In  the  ordinary  course  of  matches^  away  we  all  start,  every 
one  of  ns  having  our  shot  bags  in  the  lockers,  and  each  knowing  that 
Ms  neighbour  has  the  means  of  trimming  at  his  command.  Perhaps  A 
flmdes  that  Wa  ship  stands  up  like  a  tree — at  any  rate  she  is  beating 
Urn— what  power  or  what  form  of  protestation  will  make  A*s  mind 
easy  ?  Never  mind  ;  wait  till  she  goes  about.  How  many  hands  are 
there  on  deck— only  five.  There  she  is  down  on  her  side,  now  she  gets 
upright  agun,  up  come  the  two  men  from  below.     Is  not  A  justified  in 

wo.  6.— -TOii.  vn.  2  H 
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eonclading  tbat  his  rival  is  shifting  his  bags  ?  Very  likely  B  is  an  old 
shipmate,  and  A  knows  is  man.  Win  or  loose  A  will  swear  till  his 
dying  day  that  fi  trimmed  on  that  occasion.  Meanwhile  precisely  the 
same  thing  goes  on  aboard  B  ;  he  fiinciesy  and  watches,  and  draws  jnat 
the  same  oondosion  from  A's  proceedings,  and  so  on  through  the  fleet. 
This  is  all  perfectly  natural*  It  is  no  answer  to  say  that  the  owner  or 
representative  can  be  asked  if  ballast  was  trimmed  in  his  vessel  during 
the  race.     ^^  Not  to  my  knowledge,"  is  the  answer  you  get. 

Once  on  a  time,  long  past  now,  I  sailed  in  a  vessel  neither  as  owner 
nor  representing  the  owner.  We  won  ;  and  if  the  question  had  beeo 
duly  put  to  the  owner's  representative,  he  would  have  answered,  as  I 
should  have  answered,  with  perfect  truth,  "  Not  to  my  knowledge.'* 
Two  years  afterwards  I  heard  for  the  first  time  that  on  that  occasion 
ballsst  was  trimmed  in  our  vessel.  Yet  we  had  a  spy  placed  on  board 
by  the  committee ;  and  there  were  three  of  us  constantly  running  in 
and  out  of  the  cabin.  Here  we  were  certainly  free  from  blame.  I  say 
we,  though  I  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  in  the  matter  ;  I  was  merelj 
amicus  curia.  Would  that  owners  were  always  blameless  about  such 
things. 

On  one  occasion,  where  trimming  was  not  permitted^  one  of  the 
yachts  got  ashore.  Some  time  afterwards,  says  Bill  to  Tom,  who  had 
sailed  in  the  vessel,  ^*  Why,  how  came  you  to  run  your  ship  aground?" 
'<  Oh  I  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  I  was  down  below  getting  our 
ballast  over,  for  we  had  such  a  lot  up  that  we  couldn't  go  about  till 
some  of  it  was  shifted."  **  Where  was  your  master?"  •*  Down  lending 
me  a  hand."  Now,  brother  yachtsman,  I  put  it  to  you,  if  you  were 
sailing  against  that  man,  would  you  feel  verj/  sure  tbat  he  was  dealing 
fairly  by  you,  when  you  had  heard  the  above  little  conversation?  For 
my  part,  I  would  rather  leave  my  vessel  and  go  in  his  as  spy  I  but  I 
would  rather  not  sail  against  him  at  all.  I  only  give  the  oonversatioa 
as  I  heard  it,  and  sincerely  trust  that  the  charge  is  untrue.  I  always 
found  the  gentleman  alluded  to  an  honourable  and  straightforward 
opponent. 

I  shall  never  forget  a  little  battle  of  words  I  once  witnessed  between 
a  yacht  owner  and  a  sailor,  wherein  the  gentleman  accused  the  captain 
—who  it  appeared  had  formerly  been  in  his  service— of  sailing  unfairly. 
**  Yes,"  said  the  former,  ''you  broke  the  rules  by  trimming  ballast  in  my 

yessel  at ."  **  I  know  that,"  answered  the  skipper ;  "but  didn't  you 

stand  at  the  companion  and  pass  the  word  below  when  they  were  to 
sWft  every  tack."    This  was  pot  and  kettle  with  a  vengeance. 

I  could  give  plenty  of  oases,  if  necessary,  to  show  the  utter  folly  of 
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fbrlmldiag  the  trimmuig  of  ballast  nnlea  striogeni  measares  are  taken 

to  eslorce   the  role.     Bat  the  sailing  committees  show  great  apathy 

about  it    '  Onoe  we  sailed  at  the  westward  ;  trimming  was  not  permitted, 

bot  we  had  all  our  shot  bags  aboard,  so  we  took  them  oat  of  the  lockers 

and  pat  them  on  the  platform  amid  ships  ;  of  coarse  we  had  a  right  to 

have  oar  ballast  where  we  thoaght  proper.     We  then  besought  the  com* 

aittee  to  pat  a  spy  on  board  our  ressel,  stating  the  case,  but  we  were 

Toaghiy  told  that  if  we  had  no  sinister  intentions  we  should  not  have 

made  soeh  a  request !     It  so  happened  that  throughout  the  day  there 

was  a  very  light  air,  so  that  no  one  could  accuse  us  of  shifting — but 

if  I  had  been  in  any  of  the  other  ressels  I  should  have  been  very  sus- 

pictous,  to  say  the  least  of  it     It  has  been  proposed,  and  the  plan  is 

oecasioDally  adopted,  of  sealing  the  platforms  down  with  the  tape  and 

aealing  wax.     This  is  quite  useless.      On  one  occasion  a  yacht  took  up 

her  platform,  put  her  heavy  shot  bags  in  the  place  of  some  iron  pigs, 

replaced  the  boards,  and  then  ranged  the  pigs  on  the  platform.     Of 

what  ose  was  it  to  tape  and  sealing  wax  these  damp  cold  blocks  of  iron, 

and  if  she  took  the  least  list,  the  half  hundreds   would  certainly  slip, 

break  the  seals,  and  she  forfeits  her  prize.     Yet  she  is  surely  at  liberty 

to  have  what  ballast  she  thinks  fit  on  board  ;  if  you  prevent  her  from 

trimming,  she  requires  more  weight     The  crew  could,  were  they  so 

inclined,  take  any  ballast  they  pleased  from  under  the  platform  of  nine 

vessels  out  of  ten,  seal  them  how  you  liked.     I  particularly  object  to 

this  sealing  because  if  from  any  accident  one  seal  b  broken  you  are  liable 

to  have  a  frivolous  objection   raised  against  your  receiving  the  prise. 

The  system  of  putting  a  spy   on  board  each  yacht  is  the  only  secure 

method  of  ensuring  obedience  to  the  rules  ;  but  there  is-  some  repug<^ 

nance  manifested  against  the  plan. 

I  have  not  much  more  to  say  on  the  subject,  beyond  suggesting  that 
if  the  owners  will  only  join  heartily  in  preventing  the  men  from  trim- 
ming, all  further  difficulty  is  at  an  end.  I  would  neither  seal  the  plat- 
forms nor  put  a  spy  on  board  ;  but  I  would  make  a  rule,  and  put  that 
rule  rigidly  in  force,  that  the  owner  or  his  representative  shall  make  it 
his  business  to  see  that  no  ballast  be  trimmed  or  shifted  during  a  race 
on  any  pretence  whatever.  That  before  receiving  the  priae  the  question 
should  be  put  by  the  churman  or  commodore  to  the  owner  or  owner's 
lepresentative,  '<  Was  there  any  ballast  trimmed  in  your  vessel  during 
the  race  r  To  which  he  shall  answer  distinctly  "yes"  or  « no  ;"  any 
other  answer  to  be  deemed  an  evasion,  and  taken  as  affirmative.  Let 
it  be  the  business  of  the  other  competitors  to  prove  if  they  can,  at  any 
future  time,  that  ballast  was  trimmed  in  that  vessel  during  such  race. 
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and  if  it  be  ooimAciDgiy  broaght  home  to  the  memboTy  theft  lei  ham  be 
for  erer  diaqumtified  firotki  beloogiog  to  any  jttckkt  d«b  or  tailing  in  asy 
matoh.  By  eome  such  r^fnlatioii  it  will  be  hb  bagiaeai  to  see  ibat  no 
ballast  ii  trimmed  ;  he  oan  ismtton  having  the  lookera  open  to  hie  in* 
epeottooy  and  keep  the  men  from  going  below.  Let  him  bear  in  mind 
that  his  orew  of  this  year  will  be  spread  about  in  di£Ferent  veneli  next 
ieason,  and  the  troth  must  come  out  sooner  or  later.  I  do  not  mean  to 
■ay  that  trimming  ballast  ought  to  be  discontinued  ;  that  is  a  matter  of 
opinion,  and  if  ^ve  or  nx  TeiBels  are  entered  to  atart^  all  wislung  to 
trim,  surely  they  may  do  so  ;  but  if  other  vessels  are  prevented  from 
contending  in  the  matches  merely  becanse  they  have  no  such  ballast*  or 
do  not  choose  to  knock  their  cabins  to  pieces,  then  an  injuetioe  is  done 
to  the  cause  of  yachting  by  permitting  the  practice.  If  ten  or  more 
vessels  enter  for  a  matdi,  then  let  there  be  no  trimming,  but  if  a  fow 
only  are  going  to  sail,  depend  upon.it  they  are  racers,  and  let  them  do 
their  best. 

P.M. 
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This  much-talked  of  match,  which  was  expected  to  edipee  all  that  wea 
ever  before  known  in  yachting  circles,  has  ended  in  smoke^  and  the 
cause,  iktti  least  expected-— a  defkitnay  cf  entries  !  Our  readen  will 
exclaim,  is  it  possible  that  out  of  the  fleet  belonging  to  this  dnb  not 
/bur  could  be  found  to  compete  for  the  liberal  prises  offered  ?  Sorely 
there  must  be  some  very  cogent  reason  for  this  ?  The  only  one  we  ean 
assign  is  that  the  Wildfire  having  been  the  first  to  enter,  the  owners  of 
other  schooners  were  frightened^  except  Mr.  Otway  of  the  Bara  Avis 
which  did  enter,  and  Mr.  Thomson  of  the  Le  R^ve,  who  was  ready  to 
make  a  fourth  if  a  third  could  have  been  obtained. 

Mr,  Turner  in  coming  forward  deserves  all  praise,  especiaUy  when 
we  take  into  consideration  the  injustice  he  considers  he  received  leal 
year. 

Mr.  Marshall,  the  owner  of  the  Vestal  is  abroad,  or  aha  would  have 
been  ready  to  enter  the  list  against  all  comers,  and  the  Aquiline,  whidi 
has  never  failed  entering,  is  not  afloat  this  season  yet* 

Some  hundreds  will  be  disappointed,  and  <'  schooner  racea'^  on  the 
Thames  will  become  a  by^word. 

The  Royal  Thames  Taeht  Club,  one  of  the  richest  ever  known,  most 
hoard  their  wealth  for  cutter  sailing,  and  we  do  hope  another  first  claaa 
will  be  given  ere  the  season  is  over. 
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TsuBtDAY,  June  8rd,-^Wind  S.aE.— This  being  the  da/  for  the  weeUj 
M^hig  of  the  R.C.T.C.  fleet,  at  12h,  the  tbllowing  yaditi  belonging  to  the 
Clnb  hove  to  abreast  of  the  clnb-honse.  Admiral  of  the  day  S.  French,  Esq. 
in  the  Glimpse: — Harlequin,  80  tons,  C.  Penrose,  Esq;  Yigilant,  83  tons, 
J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq  (  Gauntlet,  80  tons,  J.  Lambkin,  Esq ;  Oliyia,  S5  tons, 
M.  Hayman,  Esq ;  Albatross,  9  tons,  J.  Kendrick,  Esq  ;  Ehrira  8  tons,  F. 
Holmes,  Esq ;  Foam,  25  tons,  M.  Longfleld,  Esq ;  Rosina,  84  tons,  J.  Amott^ 
Esq ;  Kathleen,  82  tons,  Capt.  Hodder ;  Dream,  82  tons,  M.  Hayes,  Esq ; 
Flesk,  10  tons,  J.  C.  Harvey,  Esq  ;  Iris,  12  tons,  A.  Savage,  Esq;  Prima 
Donna,  27  tons,  T.  Hardy,  Esq ;  Cygnet,  85,  J.  Daont,  Esq ;  Glance,  85, 
Major  Longfleld;  Peri,  80,  J.  Cannon,  Esq.  On  the  Admiral  signalising  for 
Banr/s  Head  (a  distance  of  about  ten  miles  firom  the  harbour)  they  all  got 
underway  with  a  stiff  breeze,  and  shortly  after  four  o'clock  they  passed  the 
point  of  Spike  Island,  presenting  the  most  pictoresque  appearance.  As  the 
wind  had  somewhat  lulled,  they  all  carried  their  square-headed  gaff  topsails. 
The  promenade  quay  connected  with  the  Club-house  was  thronged  with  the 
elite  l^om  the  dty  and  other  localities. 
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Thb  ship's  course,  therefore,  having  been  shaped  in  accordance  with  this 
view,  I  stole  back  into  bed  and  resumed  my  violated  slumbers.  Towards 
mid -day  the  weather  began  to  moderate,  and  by  four  o'clock  we  were  skim- 
ming along  on  a  smooth  sea,  with  all  sails  set.  This  state  of  prosperity 
continued  for  the  next  twenty-four  hours ;  we  had  made  about  eighty  knots 
nnce  parting  company  with  the  Frenchman,  and  it  was  now  time  to  run  down 
West  and  pick  up  the  land.  Luckily  the  sky  was  pretty  dear,  and  as  we 
suled  on  through  open  water  I  really  began  to  think  onr  prospects  very 
bril&ant.  But  about  three  o'clock  on  the  second  day,  specks  of  ice  began  to 
flicker  here  and  there  on  the  horizon,  then  larger  bulks  came  floating  by  in 
forms  as  picturesque  as  ever — (one,  I  particulariy  remember,  a  human  hand 
thmst  up  out  of  the  water  with  outstretched  forefinger,  as  if  to  warn  ns 
against  proceeding  farther),  until  at  last  the  whole  sea  became  clouded  with 
hummocks  that  seemed  to  gather  on  our  path  in  magical  mnltiplidty. 

Up  to  this  time  we  had  seen  nothing  of  the  island,  yet  I  knew  we  must 
be  within  a  very  few  miles  of  it ;  and  now,  to  make  things  quite  pleasant, 
there  descended  upon  us  a  thicker  fog  than  I  should  have  thought  the  at- 
mosphere  capable  of  sustaining ;  it  seemed  to  hang  in  solid  festoons  (torn 
the  masU  and  spars.  To  say  that  yon  could  not  see  your  hand,  ceased 
almost  to  be  any  longer  figurative ;  even  the  ice  was  hid — except  those  fhig- 
ments  immediately  adjacent,  whose  ghastly  brilliancy  tlie  mist  itself  could 
not  quite  extinguish,  as  they  glunmered  round  the  vessel  like  a  circle  of 
luminous  phantoms.  The  perfect  stillness  oftheseaand  sky  added  very 
•  By  Lord  Dnfferin.— Xonrfiw,  Murray. — Second  Notice. 
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much  to  the  solemnity  of  the  scene;  almost  every  breath  of  wind  had  ftUen, 
scarcely  a  ripple  tinkled  against  the  copper  sheathing,  as  the  solitary  little 
schooner  glided  along  at  the  rate  of  half  a  knot  or  so  an  hour,  and  the  only 
sound  we  heard  was  a  distant  wash  of  waters,  but  whether  on  a  great  ahcne 
or  along  a  belt  of  solid  ice,  it  was  impossible  to  say.  In  such  weather, — 
as  the  original  discoverers  of  Jan  Mayen  said  under  similar  circumstances^ 
'*  it  was  easier  to  hear  land  than  to  see  it."  Thus,  hour  after  hoar  passed 
by  and  brought  no  change.  Fitx  and  Sigurdr — who  had  begun  quite  to 
disbelieye  in  the  existence  of  the  island — went  to  bed,  while  I  remained 
pacing  up  and  down  the  deck,  anxiously  questioning  each  quarter  of  the  grey 
canopy  that  enveloped  us.  At  last,  about  four  in  the  morning,  I  fancied 
some  change  was  about  to  take  place ;  the  heavy  wreaths  of  vapour  seemed 
to  be  imperceptibly  separating,  and  in  a  few  minutes  more  the  solid  roof 
of  grey  split  asunder,  and  I  beheld  through  the  gap— thousands  of  feel  over- 
head, as  if  suspended  in  the  crystal  sky,  a  cone  of  illuminated  snow. 

Tou  can  imagine  my  delight.  It  was  really  that  of  an  anchorite  catching 
a  glimpse  of  the  seventh  heaven.  There  at  last  was  the  long-sought-for 
mountldn  actually  tumbling  down  upon  our  heads.  Columbus  could  not 
have  been  more  pleased  when — after  nights  of  watching — he  saw  the  first 
fires  of  a  new  hemisphere  dance  upon  the  water  ;  nor,  indeed,  scarcely  less 
disappointed  at  their  sudden  disappearance  than  I  was,  when— after  baving 
gone  below  to  wake  Sigurdr,  and  teU  him  we  had  seen  bona  dde  terra-firma, 
I  found,  on  returning  upon  deck,  that  the  roof  of  mist  had  closed  again,  and 
shut  out  all  trace  of  the  transient  vision.  However,  I  had  got  a  clutch  of 
the  island,  and  no  slight  matter  should  make  me  let  go  my  hold.  In  the 
mean  time  there  was  nothing  for  it  but  to  wait  patiently  until  the  curtain 
lifted ;  and  no  child  ever  stared  more  eagerly  at  a  green  drop-scene  in  ex- 
pectatiou  of  "  the  realm  of  dazzling  splendour"  promised  in  the  bill,  than  I 
did  at  the  motionless  grey  folds  that  hung  round  us.  At  last  the  hour  of 
liberation  came :  a  purer  light  seemed  gradually  to  penetrate  the  atmosphere, 
brown  turned  to  grey,  and  grey  to  white,  and  white  to  transparent  blue,  until 
the  lost  horizon  entirely  reappeared,  except  where  in  one  direction  an  impe- 
netrable veil  of  haze  still  hung  suspended  from  the  zenith  to  the  sea.  Behind 
that  veil  I  knew  must  lie  Jan  Mayen. 

A  few  minutes  more,  and  slowly,  silently,  in  a  manner  you  could  take  no 
count  of,  its  dusky  hem  first  deepened  to  a  violet  tinge,  then  gradually 
lifting,  displayed  a  long  line  of  coast — ^in  reality  but  the  roots  of  Beerenberg 
dyed  of  the  darkest  purple ;  while  obedient  to  a  common  impulse,  the  clouds 
that  wrapt  its  summit  gently  disengaged  themselves,  and  left  the  mountain 
standing  in  all  the  magnificence  of  his  6,870  feet,  girdled  by  a  single  zone  of 
pearly  vapour,  from  underneath  whose  floating  folds  se? en  enormous  glaciers 
rolled  down  into  the  sea  I  Nature  seemed  to  have  turned  scene-shifter,  so 
artfully  were  the  phases  of  this  glorious  spectacle  successively  developed. 

Although— by  reason  of  our  having  hit  upon  its  side  instead  of  its  narrow 
end— the  outline  of  Mount  Beerenberg  appeared  to  us  more  like  a  sugar-loaf 
than  a  spire — broader  at  the  base  and  rounder  at  the  top  than  I  had  ima- 


LETTEBS  FBOM  HIGH  LATITUDfiS.  231 

gined,— ID  rice,  colour  and  effect,  it  fiur  rarpasaed  anything  I  bad  anticipated. 
The  ^Moen  were  qoite  an  unexpected  element  of  beauty.  Imagine  a  mighty 
river  of  as  great  a  volume  as  the  Thames — started  down  the  side  of  a 
mountain, — bursting  over  every  impediment,— whirled  into  a  thousand 
eddies,— tumbling  and  raging  on  from  ledge  to  ledge  in  quivering  cataracts 
of  foam, — then  suddenly  struck  rigid  by  a  power  so  instantaneous  in  its 
action,  that  even  the  froth  and  fleeting  wreaths  of  spray  have  stiffened  to  the 
immutability  oi  sculpture.  Unless  you  had  seen  it,  it  would  be  almost  im- 
possible to  conceive  the  strangeness  of  the  contrast  between  the  actual  tran- 
qoiDity  of  these  silent  crystal  rivers  and  the  violent  descending  energy 
impressed  upon  their  exterior.  Ton  must  remember,  too,  all  this  is  upon  a 
scale  of  such  prodigious  magnitude,  that  when  we  succeeded  subsequently 
in  approaching  the  spot  where  with  a  leap  like  that  of  Niagara  one  of  these 
l^bders  plunges  down  into  the  sea, — the  eye,  no  longer  able  to  take  in  it§ 
fluvial  character,  was  content  to  rest  in  simple  astonishment  at  what  then 
appeared  a  lucent  precipice  of  grey-green  ice,  rising  to  the  heigth  of  several 
hundred  feet  above  the  masts  of  the  vesseL 

As  soon  as  we  had  got  a  little  over  our  first  feelings  of  astonishment  at  the 
panorama  thus  suddenly  revealed  to  ns  by  the  lifting  of  the  fog,  I  began  to 
consider  what  would  be  the  best  way  of  getting  to  the  anchorage  on  the 
west— or  Greenland  side  of  the  island.  We  were  still  seven  or  eight  miles 
from  the  shore,  and  the  northern  extremity  of  the  island,  round  which  we. 
should  have  to  pass,  lay  about  five  leagues  off,  bearing  West  by  North,  while 
between  us  and  the  land  stretched  a  continuous  breadth  of  floating  ice. 
The  hammocks,  however,  seemed  to  be  pretty  loose  with  openings  here  and 
there,  so  that  with  careful  sailing  I  thought  we  might  pass  through,  and 
perhaps  on  the  farther  side  of  the  island  come  into  a  freer  sea.  Alas !  after 
having  with  some  difficulty  wound  along  until  we  were  almost  abreast  of  the 
cape,  we  were  stopped  dead  short  by  a  solid  rampart  of  fixed  ice,  which  in 
one  direction  leant  upon  the  land,  and  in  the  other  ran  away  as  fiir  as  the 
e^e  could  reach  into  the  dusky  North.  Thus  hopelessly  cut  off  from  all 
access  to  the  western  and  better  anchorage,  it  only  remained  to  put  about, 
and — running  down  along  the  land — attempt  to  reach  a  kind  of  open  road- 
stead on  the  eastern  side,  a  little  to  the  south  of  the  volcano  described  by  Dr. 
Scoresby ;  but  in  this  endeavour  also  we  were  doomed  to  be  disappointed;  for 
after  sailing  some  considerable  distance  through  a  field  of  ice,  which  kept  get- 
ting more  closely  packed  as  we  pushed  further  into  it,  we  came  upon  another 
barrier  equally  impenetrable,  that  stretched  away  from  the  island  toward  the 
southward  and  eastward.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  only  thing  to  be 
done  was  to  get  back  to  where  the  ice  was  looser,  and  attempt  a  landing 
wherever  a  ftivourable  opening  presented  itself.  But  even  to  extricate 
onnelves  from  our  present  position,  was  now  no  longer  of  such  easy  per- 
formance. Within  the  last  hour  the  wind  had  shifted  into  the  N.W.;  that 
is  to  say,  it  was  now  blowing  right  down  the  path  along  which  we  had 
picked  our  way ;  in  order  to  return,  therefore  it  would  be  necessary  to  work 
the  ship  to  windward  through  a  sea  as  thickly  crammed  with  ice  as  a  lady's 
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bondonr  is  wUh  fiimitiin.  Moreorer,  it  had  beeome  evident,  ffom  the 
olmoiis  dodog  of  the  opeD  ipecee,  that  tome  oonriderable  pf  eaioie  wee 
acting  upon  the  mitside  of  the  field ;  bat  whether  originatiog  in  a  current 
or  the  change  of  wind,  or  another  field  being  driven  down  upon  it^  I  could 
not  te)l.  Be  that  ae  it  might,  ont  we  muit  get»-*nxilea8  we  wanted  to  be 
ended  like  a  walnnt-ahell  between  the  drifting  iee  and  the  aotid  belt  to 
leeward;  so  tending  a  ateadjr  hand  to  the  helm, — Ibr  these  nnvBoal  pheno- 
mena had  begun  to  make  some  of  my  people  lose  their  beads  a  Kttle»  no  one 
on  board  having  ever  seen  a  bit  of  ice  before,— I  stationed  myself  in  the 
bows,  while  Mr.  Wyse  conned  the  vessel  from  the  square  yard.  There  then 
began  one  of  the  prettiest  and  most  ezcttiag  pieces  of  nautical  manoeuvring 
that  can  be  imagined.  Every  single  soul  on  bosrd  was  snmmoned  upon 
deck;  to  all,  their  several  stations  and  duties  were  assigDed-^wBys  ex- 
cepting the  oook,  who  was  merely  directed  to  make  himself  generatty  useftd. 
Aa  soon  as  everybody  was  ready,  down  went  the  hehn/  about  went  the 
ship,— and  the  critical  part  of  the  boriness  commenced. 

Of  coarse,  in  order  to  wind  and  twist  the  schooner  in  and  ont  among 
the  devioas  channels  left  between  the  hummock^  it  was  necessary  she  should 
have  considerable  way  on  her ;  at  the  same  time  so  narrow  were  some  of  the 
passages,  and  so  sharp  their  turnings,  that  unless  she  had  been  the  noet 
handy  vessel  in  the  world,  she  would  have  had  a  very  narrow  sqoeak  Ibv  tt. 
I  never  saw  anything  so  beautifcd  as  her  beharionr.  Had  she  been  a  living 
oreatura,  she  could  not  have  dodged,  and  wound,  and  doubled,  with  more 
conscious  cunning  and  dexterity ;  and  it  was  quite  amusing  to  hear  the  e»- 
dearing  way  in  which  the  people  spoke  to  her,  each  time  the  ahnble  creature 
contrived  to  dude  some  more  than  usually  threatening  tongue  of  ioe.  Onee 
or  twice,  in  spite  of  all  our  exertions,  it  was  impossible  to  save  her  fivm  a 
coUiuon ;  all  that  remained  to  be  done,  as  soon  as  it  became  evident  she 
could  not  €ie$x  some  particular  floe,  or  go  about  in  time  to  avoid  it,— was  to 
haul  the  staysail  sheet  arweatker  in  order  to  deaden  her  way  as  much  as 
possible,  and  potting  the  helm  down— let  her  go  right  at  it,  so  that  she 
should  receive  the  blow  on  her  stem,  and  not  on  the  bhiff  of  the  bow ,  while 
all  hands  armed  with  spars  and  fenders,  rushed  fbrward  to  ease  off  the  shodc. 
And  here  I  feel  it  jnst  to  pay  a  tribute  of  admiration  to  die  cook,  who  est 
these  occasions  never  ftiled  to  exhibit  an  immense  amount  of  misdinoted 
energy,  breakki^«-I  remember,— -at  the  same  moment;  both  the  cabin  sky- 
liglhi  and  an  oar,  in  sing^  combat  with  a  large  berg  thi^  was  deiag  no  par- 
taoular  harm  to  us,  but  against  wldch  he  seenud  suddtnly  to  have  conceived 
a  vielsnt  spite.  Luckily  a  considerable  qnandty  of  snow  oiwrUy  the  ice, 
which  acting  as  a  buffer,  in  seme  measure  mitigated  the  violence  of  the 
concussion ;  while  the  very  firagili^  of  her  bniid  dimiakhing  the  monentnm, 
proved  in  the  end  the  little  schooner's  greatest  security.  Nevertheleos,  I 
wnst  confess  that  more  tban  once,  while  leaning  forward  in  expectation  of 
the  sonmsA,  I  knew  mast  come,  I  have  caught  myself  half  mniramring  to 
the  fair  feee  that  seemed  to  gane  so  serenely  at  the  eold  white  maas  we  wetw 
approaching:  »0  Laify,  is  it  not  now  fit  thou  shonldeit  befriend  the  good 
ship  of  which  thou  art  the  pride  P" 


233 


BOTAL  VICTOBIA  TACHT  CLUR 

TnADDoal  general  meeting  of  the  Royal  Victoria  Tacht  Club  was  held 
00  the  24th  of  May  at  the  Thatched  House  Tayern,  St.  James's  Street. 
There  were  presentz-^-G.  H.  Ackers  Esq.,  Commodore,  in  the  chair; 
General  Sir  James  Caldwell,  o.cb.;  J.  £.  W.  Rolls,  Esq,;  R.  Arabin,  Esq.; 
Sir  John  Bargoyne,  Bart.;  Sir  Edward  Johnson.;  C.  J.  Allan  Maclean,  Esq.; 
C  Deane,  Esq.;  H.  Bousfield  Esq.;  R  W.  Wheeler,  Esq.;  F.  Peel,  Fsq^ 
E.  J.  Smith,  Esq.;  J.  F,  Franks,  Esq.;  H.  S,  Fearon,  Esq ;  J.  Arden,  Esq.; 
B.  Pocklington,  Esq.;  T.  P.  Cook,  Esq.;  C.  Lee,  Esq ,  H.  J.  Baxter,  Esq.; 
T.  A.  R  Mo6tyn«  Esq.;  A.  Arcedeckne,  Esq. 

The  financial  accounts  of  the  Club  for  the  year  1857  were  presented  to 
the  Meeting,  together  with  the  Committee's  Beport  thereon,  shewing  a 
stesdy  progressive  improvement  highly  satisfactory  to  the  Meeting. 

The  time  for  holding  the  Begatta,  via:  from  the  6th  to  the  12th  of  August 
was  agreed  to.  The  Commodore  stated  that  J.  T.  Turner,  Esq.,  has  inti- 
mated  his  intention  to  give  a  prize  value  jCIOO  to  be  contended  for,  on  the 
ihUowing  terms  :-«"To  be  a  Time  race,  half  Ackers'  scale,  without  any  res- 
triction upon  the  sailing  power  of  the  competing  vessels,  and  open  to  sailing 
vesseb  of  every  class  and  tonnage,  the  property  of  Members  of  any  Boyal, 
or  National  Tacht  Club*^.  The  usual  business  of  appointhig  members  to 
serve  on  the  Committee  in  lieu  of  those  who  retire  by  rotation,  and  Auditors 
ibr  the  enndng  year,  having  been  concluded,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Com- 
modore for  his  obHghog  conduct  in  the  chair  terminated  the  meeting, 

At  a  meeting  of  committe  June  15th,  the  following  was  arranged  for  the 
Regatta,  and  will  be  announced,  subject  to  some  slight  modifications. 

Thcnday^  Attgtui  12M.— Sailing  Match  Club  Prise  for  B.V.T.C.  schoon- 
en. 

Friday  ISM.— Boat  Baces  and  Club  Dinner. 

Saterddy  14/A.— Sailing  Match  Club  Prize  for  RV.Y.C.  schooners.  Sail- 
ing Match  Cup,  ^ven  by  Thos.  Broadwood,  Esq.,  fbr  RV.Y.C.  schooners. 

M<mday  IM. — Sailing  Match— J.  Turner  Turner's  Prize,  open  match  for 
afi  Royal  Yachts.     Club  Ball. 
'    Tuttiday  17<A. — General  Meeting. 


(KUMi  tta;\ix. 


What  is  ▲  Yaohi? 


Ma.  EDiToa«-^l  should  fbel  much  obliged  by  yornr^  giving  a  definition  of  a 
"yacht."  In  a  match  on  tha  river  at  which  I  was  present  lately,  a  vessel 
woo  the  prize  against  which  four  other  vessels  were  most  unequally  pitted, 
ibr  while  the  latter  had  cooking  and  sleeping  accommodation  for  the  owner 
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and  friends  in  good  size  cabins,  well  sheltered  from  the  weather,  the  winner 
was  as  shallow  as  a  large  butcher*^  tlray—^Cit  is  reallj  no  exaggeration  Mr. 
Editor,  although  you  may  laugh),  with  the  crew  sitting  adl  round  like 

mutton  ehops  on  end. 

Pmy  enlighten  the  mmd  of 

A  Lavdcmar. 

Oh  Cbhtrb-Boa&d  TAOfirs. 

Sift. — Your  correspondent  **  Flying  Dutchman,"  in  his  notice  of  forthcom- 
ing matches,  speaking  of  the  Wellington  Tacht  Club,  says — *^This  club 
sanctions  what  all  others  condemn,  namely,  centre-boards.**  Permit  me  to 
state  for  his  information  that  the  Ranelagh,  a  club  of  much  older  date  has 
alvirays  allowed  them,  and»  if  I  am  not  zmstaken  was  until  very  lately,  the 
only  club  that  did  sow 

E.  S.  B. 


Yacbt  Mbaburskekt. 

Mb.  EBfTOB* — ^In  a  late  aumber  I  read  a  diseourse,  delirered  at  a  meetiiig 
of  the  Priaoe  of  WakM  Yacht  Clubi  regarding  the  meBSureaeot  of  yachts. 
It  wai  there  stated  that  the  three  principal  clubs  of  the  Thames,  for  all 
racing  purposes,  measured  their  yachts  in  the  same  manner,  which  was  Texj 
wellb  Then  why  not  let  well  alone?  But  the  gentleman  wished  to  introduce 
a  nore  perfect  way  of  measurement,  by  takiqg  the  length  from  a  perpendi- 
cular froa  the  load  water  tine,  which  would  be  best  in  his  opuioB.  Why,  the 
raking  stern-post,  by  cheatisg  the  tonnage,  caused  the  alteration  in  the 
measurement,  sad  the  load  water  line  makes  bad  worse ;  it  not  on^  gives 
a  raking  stem^pest  above  the  liiie  of  ^tation^  but  a  mkiog  stem  also,  both 
of  which  may  overhang  the  water,  and  gives  real  or'  fiincied  advantages  to 
the  yacht  to  be  built  on  that  praieipk^  and  may  ccuse  snpless«ni  ieelkigs 
to  tibe  owasM^f  those  alieady  afloat.  Tfaerefise,  were  i  indioed  to  build  a 
I  would  mij,  **  Now,  Mr.  Builder,  I  want  a  yacht  A>r  racing  purposes  only 
the  laslest  yen  osn  build,  taking  the  length  from  the  fore  part  ot  the  stem  to 
the  after  part  of  the  stem-post,  and  the  widtk  from  the  widest  part — ^fiir 
the  tonnage.  Now,  I  do  not  restrict  yon  in  aa|y  masner,  you  can  give  me 
great  beam  or  great  length,  as  in  your  judgment  may  be  best  ;*'  and  when 
you  give  such  latitude  to  an  experienced  builder,  he  will  give  you  the  best 
form  he  can,  consistent  with  speed;  but  if  gentlemen  will  give  instructions, 
the  builder  has  no  alternative ;  and  some  will  have  their  yachts  cut  awaj 
Kke  a  Dutch  schuyt,  with  a  fiddle  head.  One  of  your  correspondents  tells 
us  of  racing  yachts  being  fit  for  no  other  purpose,  of  their  being  wet,  un- 
handy, dangerous,  and  want  of  room,  and,  of  course,  comfort  is  out  of  the 
question  ;  eond  yst  I  t]fiA  the  sane  •geMtomsB  epeeks  «f  die  Mosquito, 
wMclh  vessel  lias  sCFven  feeft  height  in  heir  tiMh,  end  fkted  up  in  a  most  en- 
perier  sty^ejWlth  pOenly  «f  room^ss  she  is  Ibr  wAe,  any  one  can  see  lierm 
the  fihurt  India  Dw%«,  end  jvd^  ibr  iffieiiistihes;  Mso  the  Anason  issued 
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up  in  a  aimilar  manner ;  both  were  the  fiutest  yachtB  of  Iheir  time^  and  be- 
longed^ until  hie  lamented  dealb,  to  one  owner.  I  hope  I  shall  hear  no  more 
of  their  bmng  fit  <br  no  other  purpose.  Why  fast  yachts  were  models  fet  the 
navy.  Tbe  Waterwitch,  built  by  White,  and  the  Pantaloon,  at  that  time  the 
flurtcet  brigs  in  the  navy,  were  enabled  to  carry  guns,  sail  tet,  and  beat  the 
experimental  squadron,  and  with  all  had  better  accommodation  fbr  men  and 
stores  than  others  of  their  class-^a  further  illustration  of  the  necessity  of 
of  fast  veaads.  I  vemember  the  first  time  I  saw  an  Ameriean  Baltimore 
clipper  sebooner  pilot  boat;  she  waa  the  admiratien  of  all  on  board,  so  grace* 
fttl  waa  her  position  on  the  water  ;  like  the  Vaatilus,  it  seemed  her  own 
elemeat ;  and  when  I  pat  my  foot  upon  her  deck  I  felt  a  pride  I  never  ftlt 
since  antil  I  did  the  same  on  one  of  the  &stest  yachts  of  her  tonnage,  with 
which,  her  first  season,  I  won  three  cups  in  six  weeks.  Neptune,  preser\'e 
me  ftom  a  slow  coach,  for  I  could  never  be  content  to  see  every  fast  yacht  give 
me  tbe  go-by,  and  with  a  laugh  from  those  eo  board  at  the  great  cauliflower 
which  tbe  slow  one  carried  before  her.  The  Americans  having  had  for  so 
many  years,  such  fitst  pilot  boats,  which  have  to  sail  a  distance  of  about  eighty 
miles  from  Baltimore  or  Philidelphia,  before  they  can  get  a  ship,  and  then 
they  have  a  race  for  her,  of  course  the  fastest  gets  her.  No  wonder,  t^en, 
that  the  Americans  should  first  build  fast  clipper  ships  of  great  tonnage, 
having  no  restraint,  whilst  we,  until  lately,  were  crippled  by  our  tonnage 
laws.  Those  removed,  we  have  now  our  clipper  ships  of  immense  tonnage 
to  Australia,  with  very  superior  accommodation  for  passengers  and  cargo, 
and  as  expedition  is  the  life  and  soul  of  business,  they  (the  fost  ones)  have 
tbe  preference  of  the  best  passengers,  and  the  most  valuable  cargo,  and  soon 
realise  a  fortune,  whilst  tbe  slow  ones  are  beating  about  with  a  cargo  of  wool 
snd  tallow,  or  worse,  are  taken  up  as  emigrant  ships,  and  are,  therefore, 
doubly  dangerous.  With  the  hopes  that  with  fast  and  beautifbl  yachts  we 
sfaaU  still  improve  and  furnish  models  for  every  parpose,  is  the  wish  of 

X.  a 

dapkam  Road, 


Ma.  Em«os.— I  see  by  a  late  number  of  your  paper  that  the  great  neces- 
rity  for  some  uniform  standard  for  ascertaining  tbe  sice  of  yachts  is  strongly 
arged,  and  tbe  opinion  of  yachtsmen  on  the  subject  is  called  for.  Now,  any 
man  who  has  observed,  and  perhaps  suifered  the  various  plans  concocted  for 
the  expression  of  measurement  during  the  past  twenty  years,  must  fear  that 
tbe  supporters  and  proposers  of  such  opposing  systems  can  never  settle  down 
or  agree  on  any  scheme  of  their  own,  and  that  they  must  call  in  some 
weighty  authority  to  decide  the  matter.  At  present  the  different  clubs  and 
committees  have  different  notions  and  different  rules;  the  result,  in  some 
cases,  of  wholesole  experience  and  general  conviction,  in  others  of  ^e  crafly 
maaceuvring  of  some  clever  member,  who  persuades  bis  follows  lo  use  bis 
eyes,  chough  they  are  probably  adapted  to  measure  some  peeaUar  v§$ael 
he  has  either  built   or  bought.     The  only  plan  that  could  reconcile,  or 
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rather  control  such  different  viewB,  is  to  rabndt  to  law— not  to  any  oaed 
statute  or  any  cunmngly  devised  dodge — hut  to  ike  law  now  la  farce  far  ike 
meanKrement  of  all  the  vessels  of  England  except  yackie^  viz.^  21  See,  Mer" 
ehani  Skipping  Act,  1854.  This  would  give  a  uniform  scale,  and  every 
yacht  owner  might  then  know  the  relative  size  of  his  craft,  and  not  only  know 
it  himself  hat  he  able  to  prove  it  to  others,  for  be  would  hold  a  certificate 
firom  the  Custom  House  of  bis  port  as  to  his  tonnage,  duly  signed  by  the 
authorities,  and  giving  his  length,  breadth,  and  depth  at  the  time  of  mea- 
surement, so  that  if  any  alteration  of  her  sixe  were  made  a  new  certificate 
must  be  taken  out.  Again,  the  present  legal  system  of  measurement  doea 
not  confine  a  builder  by  length  or  breadth,  but  allows  him  to  mould  hia 
craft  as  he  likes  best,  its  numerous  tests  giving  with  certainty  the  size  of  the 
vessel  whatever  her  shape.  Lastly,  if  yachts  are  encouraged  for  the  purpose 
of  testing  difierent  shapes  for  the  benefit  of  builders  in  general,  they  should 
submit  to  the  same  standard  which  regulates  the  vessels  whose  models  they 
would  improve.  Joseph  Fbahgis. 

Zyan,  Norfolk. 


Mr.  Editor. — It  would  seem  a  truism  to  assert  that  in  datsing  yachts  for 
racing  purposes  it  should  bo  the  aim  of  the  law  makers  to  arrive  at  some  calcu- 
lation of  their  powers  of  speed,  not  of  carrying  cargo;  yet  in  nearly  all  discus- 
sions on  this  subject  it  is  erroneously  assumed  that  certain  meaaurementa  of 
length  and  breadth  of  hull  are  sufficient,  without  any  reference  to  the  yacht's 
upper  half;  whence  alone  she  derives  power  of  locomotion;  and  aU  dub  laws  of 
measurement  have  the  radical  fault  of  being  mere  modifications  of  those  in- 
vented for  ascertaining  the  capacity  of  vessels  of  burden.  This  old  measure- 
ment may  have  answered  as  long  as  the  size  of  the  hull  represented,  more  or 
less  correctly,  the  power  of  carrying  sail;  bat  since  some  yachtsmen  have  availed 
themselves  of  every  aiiiflie  by  which  this  rule  of  proportion  can  be  evaded, 
dubs  have  been  engaged  in  attempting  to  restrict  within  reasonable  limits  the 
devices  of  their  more  reckless  members,  who,  first  by  shifting  ballast,  then 
by  raking  stemposts,  and,  latterly  by  an  extravagant  amount  of  lead  ballast, 
have  sought,  regardless  of  all  other  considerations,  to  obtain  the  speed  of  larger 
vessds  by  plsdng  the  spars  and  sails  of  these  latter  in  a  hall  one-thhrd  smaller^ 
which  is  then  endowed  with  artifidal  stability  by  the  the  toy^op  device  of  a 
lump  of  lead  on  or  near  the  keeL  To  name  examples  of  this  schod  would  be 
invidious,  or  I  could  show  that  many  of  our  most  successful  racers  owe  a  large 
portion  of  their  sail-carrying,  and,  consequently,  sailing  powers  to  this  expe- 
dient, the  unchecked  abuse  of  which  is  prejudicial  to  the  true  interests  of  the 
very  pursuit  they  would  seem  to  serve,  match  sailing.  It  would  assuredly  he 
absurd  that  in  a  trial  of  speed  between  steamers,  two  vessels  of  the  same  di- 
mensions should  be  dassed  as  a  fair  match  where  one  had  engines  of  50,  the 
other  of  70  hozse-hower;  yet  there  is  a  perfect  analogy  between  such  a  case  and 
the  present  system  of  yacht  racing.  Give  rival  builders  an  equal  amount  of 
propelling  power,  steam  or  sail,  allowing  each  to  add  the  form  of  hull  he  may 
think  best  adapted  for  speed,  aud  leaving  to  his  ingenuity  the  fullest  liberty 
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copgtoient  with  the  abieiice  of  trickery,  the  remits  will  then  be  of  real  ralae  in 
dstarmiiiiBg  principles  of  ship  building,  at  the  same  time  affording  honest  and 
bonoDfable  cause  of  trinmph  to  the  suooessAil  designer,  by  indicating  the 
atlninment  of  art,  not  artifice.    The  following  modem  instances  still  show  at 
wfaaipeiftctioa  the  last  named  science  has  arrlTed,  and  its  probable  inflnence 
in  promotiDg  sport.    Two  Teasels,  one  of  iron,  the  other  of  wood,  are  built  pro- 
iaaaedlj  fofr  racing.    The  builder  of  the  former  ingeniously  imagining  a  derioe, 
practicable  in  iron  akme,  makes  the  garboard  plates  of  extreme  thickness, 
adding  an  iron  keel  of  four  times  the  siie  necessary  for  strength,  thus  placing 
Atc  or  six  tons  of  weight  at  a  depth  unattainable  in  ordinary  wooden 
»  and  thereby  obtaining  artifloial  stability  enabling  him  to  carry  a  fifth 
mcne  canTss  than  his  opponent,  who  retires  at  the  end  of  the  season  to  meditate 
alterationn.    Next  year  wood  is  Tictorious,  haviog  added  a  keel  some  four  feet 
deep,  and  weighted  with  as  many  tons  of  lead.    We  will  next  imagine  these 
two  to  be  engaged  in  a  match  with  a  third  yacht  of  equal  old  measurement 
sise,  but  constmcted  on  less  extravagant  principles,  and,  consequently,  out- 
sailed by  her  rlTals.    The  owner  of  this  yessel  discoyers  that  unless  he  add 
some  ten  tons  of  lead  ballast,  part  on  a  keel  three  or  four  feeC  in  depth,  and  in- 
crease her  spars  and  sails  in  proportion,  he  can  haye  no  chance  in  matches,  and 
not  being  prepared  to  incur  the  attending  risks  and  penalties,  increase  of  crew; 
straining  and  uneasiness  of  the  yessel  in  rough  weather,  difficulty  in  entering 
hazbonrsy  with  the  certainty  that  once  ashore  and  on  her  side  she  will  never 
get  up  agsni*  he  probably  cuts  racing,  although  his  vessel  may  be,  as  a  model, 
be  superior  in  all  respects  to  the  cup  hunters,  such  a  trial  affbrding  no  test  as  to 
lines  best  adapted  for  speed,  the  means  furnished  to  each  for  obtaining  that 
quality  being  unequal    The  builder  having  done  his  best,  it  is  left  to  the  cap- 
tain to  overload  the  vessel  to  the  top  of  his  bent,  and  he  who  goes  the  greatest 
lengths  (and  depths)  will  sail  and  lead,  will  probably  prove  the  winner  of  the 
season.    8nch  is  the  principle  adopted  in  many  of  our  recent  improvements  on 
the  America,  a  vessel  devoid  of  all  trickery,  and  constructed  with  a  completeness 
of  artistio  design  unapproached  as  yet  by  any  imitator.    Give  her  a  eight  ton, 
four  ibet,  leaded  keel,  with  some  500  extra  yards  of  canvas,  so  increasing  her 
speed  in  regatta  sailing,  and  still  by  no  existing  dub  rule  of  measurement  will 
she  be  larger  or  more  formidable  than  before. 

In  proof  of  the  evil  influence  exercised  by  the  followers  of  this  school  in  dis- 
couraging match-sailing,  it  would  be  easy  to  dte  numerous  instances  where 
prizes  have  gone  begging  from  the  refusals  to  enter  against  the  *'  artful  dodger** 
of  the  season  ;  owners  of  yachts,  nominally  larger,  refbsingto  give  time  to  one 
in  an  racing  qualities  of  length,  depth,  and  amount  of  sail,  superior  to  them- 
sdves.  To  squabbles  about  '*  time**  and  "  no  time"  is  to  be  attributed  the  fact 
of  the  want  of  entries  for  four  out  of  the  seven  prizes  ofibred  last  season  by  the 
two  island  dubs  I  Of  the  matches  which  did  take  place  two  were  for  the  royal 
gifts  annually  presented  to  the  B.  Y.  S.  and  usually  disposed  of  with  the  well- 
bred  absence  of  all  contention  which  distinguishes  that  Club  afloat }  the  third, 
at  Byde,  being  for  the  £100  prize,  open  to  all  clubs,  with  half  Ackers'  time  for 
tonnage,  an  innovation  partaking  much  of  the  character  of  a  lottery,  but  sue- 
cessfU  in  bringing  to  the  post  fourteen  of  the  fastest  vessels  of  the  day,  so 
proving  (without  solving  the  **  measurement"  difficulty)  that  where  each  has, 
or  thinks  he  has,  a  fair  chance,  entries  will  not  be  wanting.    From  the  above 
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ezamplei  of  the  present  •jBteiii  of  iti  workliig,  I  wooid  dedooe,  flret,  thai  tiie 
imchecked  aha«e  of  artiflclal  baiUst  gvf^B  an  nafttir  advaatage  to  thoee  who 
are  prepared  to  BacriHoe  all  other  qualities  for  the  one  of  speed  }  second,  thaife 
this  is  the  chief  cavse  of  the  fkilores  In  getting  entries  at  regattas  ;  that  as  no 
present  system  of  English  measvremeat  pretends  to  meet  the  former  diflteolt^ 
some  sneh  measure  is  much  wanted,  I  shall  endeavoor  to  shew  In  a  snbseqneQC 
and  briefer  oommonication.— Years,  &c, 


Ma.  Editor:— In  the  preceding  letter  I  have  traced  the  foilnre  in  obtahdng  esi- 
tries  at  regattas  to  the  imperfect  system  by  which  yachts  are  measored  {jL  0^ 
matched)  in  estimating  their  powers  of  speed  by  dimensions  of  length  aad 
breadth,  bat  failing  to  meet  the  artlfloe  by  which  the  body  immersed  is  ledooed 
in  beam  and  **reslstenoe  "  in  order  to  get  **  time  for  tonnage,"  while  its  power 
of  carrying  sail  is  retained  by  a  system  of  artificial  stability,  acquired  by  an 
excessive  amount  of  lead  ballast  so  placed  as  to  be  ii^itrions  to  the  Tessel'a  sea- 
going qualities,  thus  tempting  yachtsmen  to  sacrifice  all  other  oonsideiatioiitf 
to  the  one  of  winning  prizes.  I  imagine  a  Dover  galley  and  a  radag  outrigger 
equally  manned,  and  time  allowed  the  loiter  on  the  pleaef  offering  Isstresistenoe 
than  the  broader  boat,  and  we  hare  a  samite  of  the  logic  dismayed  in  tim 
combined  systems  of  **<dd  measurement**  and  ^time  for  tonnage."  I  haTe 
said  that  no  club  rule  of  measurement  provides  against  this  abuse^  but  its  pre* 
senoe  has  bec^  recognised  and  a  remedy  proposed  by  the  attempted  inaagurati<Hi 
of  a  system  of  handicapping,  by  assigning  to  eadi  yacht  a  fictiiions  tonnage, 
calculated  according  to  her  supposed  powers  of  speed  and  artificial  apptianoea 
for  its  attainment,  upon  which  principal  the  fi.Y.&  open  match  for  XIOO  waa 
sailed  in  1856,  when  about  a  dosen  vessels  woe  thus  assessed  in  propertiana 
varying  from  12  to  40  per  cent  over  their  o  ul  siae,  the  Arrow  ((ree  ^m  arti- 
ficial expedients  save  a  raking  post)  being  taxed  at  aboat  the  former,  the  Moi* 
quite  at  the  Utter  rate.  The  result  of  this  match  (won  by  Glance*  Aft  tona, 
arriving  nearly  half  an  hour  after  the  Arrow)  did  not^  it  would  appear,  justiQr 
a  repetition  of  the  experiment}  for  in  1857  we  find  the  same  club  oflering  a 
prize  of  £50f  on  the  novel  conditions  that  the  competitors  should  not  know  how 
they  were  handicapped  until  the  race  was  over— 4erms  nnanimooslj  rejected 
by  those  entered.  Now,  in  these  attempU  of  the  R.T.a  we  have  a  plain  indi- 
cation of  what  is  wanted— a  fair  daseificaUon  and  test  of  the  sailing  powers  of 
racing  yachts;  and  in  may  be  safely  asserted  that  none  of  the  various  systems 
of  hull  measurement  proposed  for  the  attainment  of  tiiis  end  is  comparable  for 
simplicity  of  application  or  truthfuhiess  of  test  to  the  one  adopted  in  America, 
of  measuring  the  vessel's  poufer  by  area  of  canvas^  so  giving  unlimited  liberty 
as  to  form  of  hull,  but  discouraging,  by  taxing,  the  excess  in  sail  and  ^f^^^ast^ 
now  so  frequently  obtained  in  proportion  and  under  ccmditions  endangering  the 
Terj  safety  of  the  vessel,  and  subversive  of  all  principles  of  art  in  yacht  build* 
ing.  To  this  system  of  measurement  the  most  plausable  objection  hitherto 
started  is,  the  difficulty  and  trouble  involved  in  ascertaining  correct!/  the 
the  amount  of  canvas  carried  by  each  vessel,  a  difficulty  to  be  obviated  by 
obliging  owners  to  furnish  a  saibnaker*s  certificate,  giving  the  number  of  yards 
in  the  working  sails  (allowing  ballooning  «</ /lAiYirro).  together  with  the  length  of 
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q«n,  die  owner  dedBriag  rach  measarements  to  be,  according  to  his  belief, 
oofreok  So  mfwhhM  Already  appeued  in  (he  oolmDiw  of  i7fjr<i^/eflrom  abler 
adfocalBB  tbma  myself  in  praiie  of  the  aboTe  meararemaot,  that  I  content 
mjielf  with  referring  thoee  nnaoqnainted  with  its  working  details  to  HunV$ 
Maganm  for  NoTember.  It  remains  for  the  anthorities  of  the  yachting  world 
to  proTide  a  remedy  to  the  existing  state  of  confnsion,  clubs  being  aTowedly 
at  sea  on  this  subject  Thus  the  Thames  measnres  length  and  raking  posts, 
sQowing  any  amount  of  canTSS,  comiter-ballasted  by  any  artifice,  applying 
thereto  a  modification  of  Ackers'  Soale  of  time,  a  syetem  apparently  shelTed 
in  the  author's  own  dabs,  after  niimeroas  lefiisals  from  raeers  to  submit  to  it. 
Ooomiittees  are  in  helpless  concision,  dictated  to  by  the  reoipienta  of  their 
boontiea  aa  to  the  terms  upon  which  their  plates  and  purses  will  be  accepted, 
and  dubs  are  rendered  ridiculous  and  their  fiaids  wasted  in  adTertising  matdies 
that  never  oome  off  We  haye  proof  that  where  a  fidr  chanoe  is  aflbrded  to  all, 
as  in  the  Squadron  and  Victoria  open  matchea  befiire  rafiBned  lev  there  will  be 
no  lack  of  entries;  and  that  these  faTonrable  resoUs  were  arriyed  at  by  eom- 
pletely  throwing  oyorboard  the  o.m.  Qrstem.  Whether  this  is  to  be  replaced 
Igr  frtth  enactments  against  the  eyasion  of  that  law,  presoribing  limits  to  the 
deyth  and  position  of  ballast,  or  by  the  more  simple  role  of  testing  the  hull's 
capadty  to  speed  by  measurement  of  the  propelling  power  employed  to  moye 
it,  is  now  the  question  for  yacht  kgislaters. 

A  NoH  Backs. 


HUNTS  UNIVERSAL  YACHT  LIST  FOR  1858. 

At  it  might  by  some  be  deemed  egotism  if  we  said  anything  in  ftyour  of 
our  own  works,  we  have  quoted  the  following  from  BelVs  Life  June  18M:— 
''Theeleyentli  annual  iramber  of  this  well-known  list  has  just  been  published, 
and  to  yachtsmen  no  more  is  required  from  ns  than  to  announce  its  publi- 
caiioD.  Some  additions,  however,  have  been  made  this  year,  besides  the 
usual  list  of  nearly  800  yachts,  their  tonnage,  owners,  clubs,  and  builders, 
tod  the  Kst  of  yacht  owners,  the  list  of  yacht  clubs,  their  stations,  secretaries, 
ftc.,  there  are  lists  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Yacht  Club,  the  Netherlands 
Tacht  Club,  and  the  New  York  Yacht  Club,  with  respect  to  the  last  of  which 
we  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  yachts  appear  to  be  already 
clasMd  accoidiDg  to  the  Bomber  of  sqnare  feet  of  canvas  they  eariy ,  thus— 
first  cUtts,  carrying  3,300  feet  of  eanvas  asid  upwards ;  aeeond  daas,  carrying 
^SOO  feet  and  upwatfds;  iShind  cfauia,  carrying  less  than  2,800  tot.  It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  thov^  this  syvtem  was  first  propounded  in  Sngtend,  the 
English  dubs  abonld  Imve  allowed  the  Americans  to  precede  vs  in  adopting 
it,  and  there  is  now  a  fine  opportunity  for  any  English  Ckri>  to  distinguish 
itself  by  being  first  in  Enghmd  to  adopt  this  the  only  rationat  system  of 
classing  or  timing.  To  return  to  Hmts  LUt^  it  contains,  besides  a  list  of 
Lights  and  Distances  along  the  coast,  which  would  almost  render  the  channel 
fnWt  wmeoeaaary,  Ackers'  Graduated  Time  Tables,  aliet  of  winners  of  1857; 
sod  everythkg,  in  ^ort,  to  render  the  work  not  only  a  list,  but  a  yachting 
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annual  and  record.  Next  to  the  Oart  and  Ckamd  POot,  this  is  die  moat 
necessary  work  for  a  yacht's  cabin;  and  we  trust  that  yacht  owners  wOl 
furnish  their  yessels  with  it,  and  at  the  same  time  encourage  Mr.  Hunt  to 
persevere  in  his  useful  undertaking. 


REGATTAS  AND  MATCBES. 
JuHB  21, 22.— Henley-on-Thames  Boyal  Begatta 

22.-Ro^  Mersey  Yacht  Qub,  1st,  2nd,  and  Srd,  dassea,  for  priaea  of 

iBw,  ieao,  ie2o. 
25  -Clyde  Model  Yacht  Qub  Match  at  Gouiock 
28.— Pembroke  Dock  Begatta 
29.— Baodac^  Yacht  Club  Match 
80.— Tenby  Regatta,  first  day 
July  2.—  «  second  day 

8.— Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Sidlhig  Ifatch 

7.-Royal  Thames  Yacht  aub  Match,  for  third  and  fourth  class,  from 

Brith  to  the  Chapman  and  back.    Entries  close  June  28, 
6,  7.  —Swansea  Regatta 

8.— Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club  Challenge  Cup 
8.- King's  Lynn  Regatta,  in  Eau  Brink  Cut 
13.  14.— Royal  Cork  Yacht  Qub  Regatta 
15.— King's  Lynn  Roadstead  Regatta 
16.— Kinsale  Regatta 

20.-Royal  London  Yacht  Qub  Sailing  Match.  Third  Class,  from  Erith 
to  Coal  House  Point  and  back  to  Greenwich.    Entries  doae  July 
i2tll. 
21. 22.-Royal  St.  George's  Yacht  Club,  Dublin  Bay  Regatta 
22.— Royal  Southern  Yacht  aub  Regatta 
23.-Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club  Regatta  at  Rothsay 

27,  28.— Royal  Thames  National  Regatta 
28.— Ranelagh  Yacht  Club  Sailing  Match 

28,  29.— Isle  of  Man  Regatta,  DougUs  Bay 

29,  30, -Royal  Yorkshire  Yficht  Club  Regatta 
Aug.   2.— Royal  Yacht  Squadron -Prince  Conaorf  s  Cup 

2— Royal  Welsh  Yacht  Club  Regatta 

2, 8-Barrow  Regatto ;  Piel  of  Foudray  ;  Morecambe  Bay 

4— Boyal  Yacht  Squadron-Her  Ifajes^'s  Cup 

6— Boyal  Yacht  Squadron- Emperor  Napoleon's  Cup 
12-Royal  Victoria  Yacht  aub  Regatta  commences 
18-ayde  Model  Yacht  aub  Corinthian  Match  at  Lam 
20-Torbay  Boyal  Regatta  ^^ 

25, 26— Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  Regatta 
II'  Vr^^^^  Northern  Yacht  Club  Regatta  on  the  Clyde 
27,  28-Ci^ of  GhmgowR^ yug R^tf..  ^ 

HUNT.  Prints,  6.  New  ClmnA  Stmt.  Edgw«^  ^^  k.W.  LowIoo. 
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THE  FORTHCOMING  MATCHES— No.  3. 

Mb.  Ebitob.— Before  I  proceed  with  the  various  regattas  and 
matches  aHow  me  to  observe  that  the  greatest  disappointment  was 
felt  oa  the  22nd  ult*  not  only  on  the  Thames  but  the  Mersey  also — 
the  f^mer  because  the  terrihh  Wildfire  announced  her  coming  to 
wtricve  her  lost  laurels  of  last  year ;  and  the  IcUtef  because  there 
▼ere  not  a  sufficient  number  of  first  class  yachts  to  make  a  match ; 
but  I  do  not  think  the  white  feather  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
Mersey.  That  the  plume  was  hoisted  in  the  Royal  Thames  no 
reasonable  man  will  doubt  It  appears  your  contemporary  "  Old 
Dofmio  "  and  yourself  are  of  the  same  opinion,  that  it  was  fri^t 
whidi  disteired  the  yachts  from  entering.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted, 
V  in  fiitnre  attempts  to  get  up  a  Schooner  match,  gentlemen  will 
be  averse  to  undertake  a  long  journey  where  there  exists  a  chance 
rf  disappoiiitnient.  On  overhauling  the  Royal  Thaities  Yacht  Club 
I«t  of  echdooers  I  find  they  amount  to  about  36  or  38  vessels  of 
ymmoB  tonnage,  and  certainly  none  of  them  with  the  exception  of 
festal.  Aquiline,  and  Shark,  belonging  to  the  first  class,  can  show 
HO.  7 — VOL.  VII  2  k 
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dentlj  given  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  jachtmg  in  geneial, 
therefore  should  be  thrown  open  to  vessels  of  all  Bojal  Clubs.  X 
do  not  select  this  club  individually^  for  I  contend  that  all  piizes 
oflPered  by  Her  Msgesty  and  the  Prince  Consort  are  so  many  premi- 
ums for  yacht  buildingi  therefore  all  yacht  owners  should  be  at 
liberty  to  enter,  subject  of  course  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
club  selected  as  almoners  of  royalty ;  and  these  rules  ought  not 
to  be  so  stringent  as  we  have  seen  them  in  one  club  at  least. 

August  12th,  the  Royal  Victoria  will  begin  its  regatta  at  Byde, 
and  an  excellent  bill  of  fare  is  oflPered,  extending  over  five  days.  On 
the  first  day  there  will  be  a  sailing  match  by  schooners  belonging 
to  the  club  for  prizes  of  £50  and  £10;  second  daif^  boat  racing, 
for  various  sums ;  third  day  cutter  match  for  vessels  belongmg  to 
the  club,  £50  and  £10 ;  and  a  schooner  match  for  a  handsome  cap 
given  by  T.  Broadwood,  Esq.  (the  owner  of  the  Dawn,)  time  race, 
half  Ackers'  scale,  vessels  may  carry  any  kind  of  sail,  and  the 
number  of  hands  unlimited.  Fourth  day^  Monday,  August  16tfa» 
the  owner  of  the  Constancoi  (J.  Turner,  Esq.),  gives  a  cup  of  the 
value  of  £100,  open  to  all  classes  of  vessels  belonging  to  a  royal  or 
national  club,  time  race,  half  Ackers*  scale,  without  any  restriction 
upon  the  availing  powers  of  the  competing  yachts.  Here's  a  chaDbe» 
Mr.  Editor,  for  the  Pleasure  Navy  to  show  whether  w«  have  good 
yachts  afloat  or  not,  what  amount  of  canvas  they  can  cany,  and 
also  to  ascertain  what  number  of  hands  are  required  to  work  them 
successfully.  Both  Mr.  Broadwood's  and  Mr.  Turner's  offers  are 
the  most  liberal  we  have  met  with  for  many  many  years.  The 
Emperor  of  the  French  has  signified  his  intention  to  become  a 
Patron  to  the  club.  So  another  year  I  suppose  we  may  expect  a 
cup  in  this  club  also. 

The  Clyde  Model  Tacht  Club  will  hold  its  third  match  on  the 
ISth  of  August,  at  Largs.  This  is  styled  the  Corinthian  raee,  and 
if  we  may  judge  by  the  antecedents  of  the  club  will  bring  out  fireah 
clippers. 

On  the  20th  of  the  same  month  the  Torbay  Boyal  Regatta  will 
be  held.  Last  year  some  good  matches  came  off  between  the  ciacks 
of  the  day,  viz.— Phantom,  Thought,  Glance,  Vampure,  Elhel, 
Lulworth,  and  several  others,  and  should  the  weather  be  propitious 
we  may  expect  a  strong  muster  of  bunting  in  the  bay. 

August  25th  and    26th.— The  Boyal  Western  Tacht  Ckib  of 
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Eaglaad,  will  hold  its  annual  regatta  at  Plymouth.  The  prizes  at 
this  place  are  usually  good  in  amount,  and  draw  many  competitors 
together.  Last  year  there  was  some  slight  difference  respecting  the 
pladng  of  one  of  the  mark-boats,  which  was  commented  on  at 
the  time,  and  it  will  doubtless  be  avoided  on  the  present  occasion. 

The  Criccieth  regatta,  Carmaerthenshire,  is  appointed  for  the 
25th  of  August,  and  I  would  strongly  recommend  all  admirers  of 
beautiful  and  picturesque  scenery  to  pay  a  visit  thereto.  More 
attractive  views  Wales  cannot  boast  of.  To  the  Yachtsman  also  it 
affords  a  fine  expanse  of  water,  unattended  by  any  of  those  tidal 
influences  that  are  met  with  in  most  bays,  and  which  frequently 
place  their  vessels  in  danger.  One  visit  from  the  tourist  or  the 
nautical  will  assuredly  be  so  gratifying  that  he  will  seek  another  at 
the  earliest  period. 

On  the  26th  and  27th  the  Royal  Northern  Yacht  Club  offers  ex- 
ceeding good  prizes  for  all  classes  of  yachts ;  which  will  bring  some 
of  the  Southerners  to  vanquish,  if  possible  the  Clyde  clippers.  The 
celebrated  Oithona  has  changed  her  quarters,  and  shifted  her  flag — 
sailing  now  under  the  Mersey  banner.  Mr.  G.  Harrison,  her  present 
owner  will  ere  this  regatta  takes  place  have  tried  her  speed  at  the 
Irish  r^gattas.^*Such  being  the  determination  of  this  gentleman 
when  in  London. 

I  am  rather  surpri^,  Mr  Editor,  that  we  are  not  to  revel  at 
Lowestoft  this  year:  some  time  since  a  meeting  was  held  there,  Vhich 
from  the  attendance  of  many  influential  persons,  and  the  promises 
oC  producing  the  "  sinews  of  war,"  we  were  led  to  believe  it  was  a 
certainty.  Perhaps  you  will  endeavour  to  enlighten  us  by  ascer- 
taining why  it  is  put  off? 

I  have  only  one  more  remark  to  make  which  is  relating  to  the  late 
Koyal  London  Yacht  Cfub.  I  perfectly  agree  with  the  owner 
of  the  Eclipse  that  persons  on  board  a  steamer  some  distance 
off  cannot  know  the  exact  incidents  that  occur,  and  I  also  agree  with 
your  observations  (page  219),  that  the  collision  was  accidental. 
Tie  following  letter  appeared  in  BtVs  Life^  June  20th,  which  will 
explain  to  your  readers  the  reason  of  my  noticing  the  affair. 

Mb.  Editor:— You  state  in  year  paper  of  last  Sunday,  giving  an  aocount  of 
the  match  of  the  Royal  London  Yacht  Club,  that  the  Eclipse  fouled  the 
Kitten,  and  made  some  strong  remarks  upon  it.  1  beg  to  state  for  your  in- 
fwmation  the  facts  of  the  ease,  which  are  totally  opposed  to  your  statement. 
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The  Kitten  was  sailing  over  the  coarse  by  herself,  no  vessel  of  her  class, 
being  in  the  match,  the  Eclipse  was  to  leeward  of  her  and  close  by  the  Kent 
shore,  in  Gravesend  Reach.  We  hailed  the  Kitten  three  times  to  go  aboat, 
as  we  were  compelled  either  to  tack  or  to  go  ashore  with  an  ebb  tide  run- 
ning :  the  Kitten  would  not  tack,  no  doubt  supposing  they  would  go  clear 
of  us.  I  believe  we  did  not  tear  her  mainsail  at  all,  nor  do  I  think  her  Cop 
and  lift  were  cut,  but  even  if  it  were  so  it  was  entirely  her  own  feult.  My 
sailing  master  is  perfectly  willing  to  leave  it  to  the  pilot  of  the  Kitten  to 
say  whose  fault  the  collision  was.  Before  people  on  board  a  steamer  some 
distance  off  make  such  statements  as  appeared  in  your  paper  against  the 
sailing  of  a  vessel  they  should  know  the  facts  of  the  case.  I  have  sailed 
in  company  with  racing  vessels  for  many  year*,  and  never  allow  my  vessel 
to  get  in  their  way  in  the  least.  Begging  your  insertion  of  this  letter  in 
your  next  paper, — I  am.  Sir,  yours,  Ac, 

Thb  Owheb  of  thb  Ecupsb. 

Reform  Club,  June  l6eA,  1858. 

My  yam  being  spun  out,  I  bid  you  adiou,  Mr.  Editor,  hoping  we 
shall  meet  at  the  several  rq;attaa. 

The  Fltxno  Dutchman. 


ROYAL  YACHT  SQUADRON  AND  MEASUREMENT. 

If  we  may  presume  to  form  an  opinion,  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
R.Y.S.  to  gratify  the  inhabitants  of  Cherbourg  with  a  sight  of 
English  yachts  winning  a  French  prize.  The  Cowes  authority — 
the  best  at  the  Isle  of  Wight,  states  that  on  the  visit  of  the  Emperor 
and  Empress  of  the  French  to  our  beloved  Sovereign  at  Osborne  last 
year,  his  Majesty  was  so  gratified  with  the /ot^r  de  Jetty  which  then 
happened  to  be  on  the  day  of  the  Royal  Yacht  ^uadron  regatta, 
that  he  signified  his  intention  of  presenting  to  the  noble  Commodore 
of  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron  a  cup  to  be  sailed  for  at  the  forthcom- 
ing regatta.  Although  nothing  has  as  yet  been  fixed  beyond  naming 
the  day  on  which  the  match  is  appointed  to  come  oflf,  it  is  the  im- 
pression that  the  course  will  be  from  Cowes  Roads  through  the 
Needles  Passage  to  Cherbourg,  round  the  breakwater  and  back  to 
Cowes ;  but  more  probably  the  match  will  terminate  at  a  station- 
vessel  moored  inside  the  breakwater  at  Cherbourg,  in  order  to  gfive 
our  allies  the  opportunity  of  witnessing  an  interesting  race.  No 
doubt  a  fleet  of  yachts  of  various  yacht  clubs  will  accompany  the 
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competing  vesselsi  and  the  coup  cTosil  in  the  channel,  should  the  wea- 
ther pioTe  clear,  will  be  brilliant  in  the  extreme,  and  probably  be  as 
exciting  as  was  the  case  in  the  match  between  the  America  and  the 
Titania  in  1851.  To  such  of  our  nautical  amateurs  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  course  and  distance  to  Cherbourg  from  the  various 
places  at  which  some  of  the  yachts  may  probably  find  themselves 
about  the  period,  we  subjoin  the  same  for  their  guidance : — 
From  the  Nab  light,  S.W.  66  miles; 

St.  Catherine's,  S.W.  ^  S.,  66  miles ; 
Needles,  S.S.W.  i  W.,  60  miles ; 
Start  Point,  S.E.  ^  S..  85  miles; 
Beachey  Head,  W.S.W.  i  W.,  90  miles. 
We  believe  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron  to 
make  it  a  time  race,  according  to  each  vessels  area  of  canvas,  instead 
of  the  tonnage,  as  heretofore.    This  system  appears  to  have  answered 
aaiisiactorily  in  the  United  States,  at  the  New  York  Yacht  Club 
T^attas,  and  the  Sailing  Committee  of  the  R.Y.S.  have  written  to 
the  New  York  Club  for  information,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed 
letter:—  " 

R.Y.S.  Ccuile,  Cowes,  June  26M,  1858, 
Sib. — For  the  iDibrtnation  of  your  numerous  readers  who  take  an  interest 
in  yachting,  I  am  desired  by  the  Sailing  Committee  of  the  R.Y.S.  to  write  to 
joa  to  let  jTOQ  know  that  it  is  their  intention,  in  the  race  for  the  cup  pre- 
sented by  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  to  try  the  system  of  a 
time  race  according  to  each  vessers  area  of  canvas,  instead  of  tonnage,  as 
beretfoore.  This  system  appears  to  have  answered  most  satisfactorily  in 
America,  and  the  Sailing  Committee  are  in  communication  with  the  New 
York  Yacht  Club,  to  beg  that  they  will  be  kind  enough  to  give  them  any  in- 
ibnnation  on  the  subject  which  they  think  may  be  useful ;  and,  as  soon  as 
their  answer  anivA,  I  shall  be  able  to  give  you  further  particulars. 

Yours,  &c., 

W.  C.  Brownb,  Seereiarg. 

With  the  cruise  to  Cherbourg,  every  one  must  be  pleased,  as  it 
shews  a  good  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  B.Y.S.,  and  will  no  doubt 
be  much  appreciated  by  our  allies.  But,  we  do  protest  against  the 
application  to  our  American  brethren  for  information  on  the  subject, 
and  it  really  does  appear  rather  strange  the  members  of  the  B.  Y.S. 
ahould  not  know  that  the  system  of  timing  yachts  by  the  area  of  sails 
originated  with  an  Englishman,  who  proposed  it  to  yachtsmen  in 
BM$  Life^  January  4th,  1852,  giving  a  table  of  time  for  the  differ- 
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ence  in  the  area  of  sails,  which  table  has  been  further  extended  in 
his  work,  Teiehis  and  Tachi  Building.  As  many  of  our  readers 
may  not  be  in  possession  of  the  paper  so  many  years  back  we  will 
give  an  extract  therefrom : — 

**  I  haye  already  proved  that  the  registered  tonnage  of  a  yacht  is  no 
longer  measure  of  her  capabilities,  either  for  speed  or  accommoda- 
tion. How  then  can  any  allowance  of  time  be  equitably  made  if  it 
is  grounded  on  this  measure?  Again,  the  allowance  of  time  as  meted 
out  at  present  is  an  arbitr&ry  time  whoMy  independent  of  the  dura- 
tion of  a  match  or  the  length  of  the  course.  Can  it  be  expected  that 
the  Mosquito  is  to  beat  the  Secret  as  much  in  going  thirty  miles  as 
if  they  sailed  double  that  distance?  or,  if  they  sail  a  certain  distance 
in  four  hours  with  a  breeze,  is  the  same  time  to  be  allowed  as  thougb 
there  were  a  light  wind  and  it  took  twice  that  time?  The  thing  is 
absurd  in  the  extreme;  and  its  patent  absurdity  has  disgusted  many 
from  entering  or  sailing  their  yachts  in  the  various  matches.  To 
remedy  this  defect,  and  establish  a  more  just  system,  I  propose  to 
commence  with  the  measurement,  and  substitute  the  area  of  sail  for 
the  registered  tonnage.  I  need  not  dwell  on  this  point  here,  having 
already  pointed  out  its  probable  advantages. 

"  In  the  next  place,  I  would  regulate  the  allowance  of  time  on  tbe 
duration  of  the  match,  or  on  the  time  that  the  first  vessel  is  doing 
the  distance.  I  regret  that  more  data  than  are  at  my  command  are 
required  to  establish  a  good  scale  for  this  end ;  but  I  have  drawn 
out  the  following,*  and,  imperfect  as  it  is,  I  think  it  would  be  fairer 
than  the  present  plan  ;  if  it  were  adopted,  a  very  few  matches  sailed 
on  these  principles  would  show  to  what  extent  it  should  be  altered 
and  modified.  In  constructing  the  scale,  I  ha^  taken  four  or 
five  racing  yachts,  of  different  sizes,  and  calculated  the  area  of  their 
sails,  I  have,  then,  from  my  experience  (the  result  of  nearly  forty 
matches,  in  which  I  have  taken  part  in  the  last  few  years,)  established 
as  starting  places  how  much  these  vessels  can  aflford  to  give  each 
other  in  an  eight  hours*  match— then,  again,  in  six  hours.  I  tbea 
filled  up  the  spaces  at  graduated  intervals  of  every  100  square  feet. 
An  example  wHl  show  how  this  would  w<Nrk. 

«  Let  us  assume  the  area  of  the  Volante  taken  by  the  second  me^ 
tbod  proposed  as  between  3,800  and  3,900  square  feet ;  that  of  the 
Cygnet  between  3,000  and  3,100  square  feel— thai  in  seven  houn 
•  See  FocAto  and  Yacht  BuiUing,  hj  P.  a  Marett— London,  Hont 


THB  BOTAL  SQUADRON  AND  MEA6UB£MBNT.  249 

and  a  lialf  the  former  will  allow  the  latter  lOf  minutes ;  but  if  the 
Volante  sailed  over  tibe  course  under  six  hours,  she  would  only  give 
the  Cygnet  seven  minutes :  or  if  the  Secret's  area  is  under  2,400 
square  feet,  then  in  six  hours  the  Cygnet  would  give  her  8^  minutes, 
and  in  e^ht  hours  14^  minutes.  But  supposing  all  these  vessels 
start,  and  the  Volante  comes  in  first,  having  accomplished  the  dis- 
tance under  seven  hours  and  a  half,  then  the  time  for  the  whole  fleet 
is  to  be  taken*  from  the  seven  hours  and  a  half  hour  column ;  for 
although  the  arrivals  are  as  follows — 

h*     ID. 

Yohmte 6    27  p*m.  having  started  at  11  a.m. 

Cygnet     6    35 

Secr^ 6     68 

then  the  Cygnet  only  gives  the  Secret  10^  and  not  12^  minutes,  as 
the  time  depends  on  how  long  the  Jirsi  vessel  is  going  round  the 
course. 

'^  I  am  perfectly  aware  of  the  great  objections  that  would  be  made 
against  the  introduction  of  this  or  any  other  novel  mode  of  measure- 
ment, and  most  justly  would  the  owners  of  the  present  racing  yachts 
exclaim,  *^  We  have  built  at  a  great  expense  to  sail  by  your  present 
regulations,  and  now  our  vessels  are  disqualified.'*  What  can  be 
urged  against  this  argument?  All  that  can  be  said  is  **  My  good 
sir,  ff  you  found  your  new  vessel  did  not  realise  your  expectations, 
would  you  not  either  lengthen  her  or  build  another?  Now,  if  by  our 
plan  you  find  your  vessel  does  not  win,  lengthen  her,  or  alter  her 
till  she  answers  your  wishes.  We  have  done  nothing  to  place  you 
in  a  worse  position  than  you  were  before  the  introduction  of  our  plan. 
AU  we  ofier  you  is  increased  accommodation  and  comfort.  We  take 
you  from  a  wet,  crank,  unseaworthy  craft,  and  put  you  into  a  vessel 
where  you  can  enjoy  yourself,  and  keep  at  sea  when  your  original 
ship  would  be  under  water." 

'*It  will  be  evident  that  this  latter  way  of  measuring  a  yacht  is  open 
to  the  objection  that  it  may  be  evaded  by  giving  a  very  wide  headed 
mainsail;  and^  therefore,  I  should  be  inclined  to  substitute  the 
the  following,  except  that  the  results  are  not  so  near  the  actual  areas: 
Take  the  mean  of  the  lengths  of  gaff  and  boom,  and  proceed  as 
before,  only  substituting  this  length  for  the  length  of  boom.  I  wish 
it  to  be  understood  that  these  ideas  of  measurement  are  not  to  be 
taken  as  a  complete  thing.     Should  any  yacht  club  think  it  worth 
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I^ir  while  to  adopt  tbe  Bcheme  here  propoeed,  it  will  be  a  matter 
for  future  consideration  to  what  eiiletit  they  maj  be  corrected  or 
modified. 

*'  Ha/ring  thrown  out  these  hints  for  improving  the  nteaaarement 
of  yachts^  and  for  timing  lliem  in  malcheB,  then  remain  a  few  points 
for  consideratioa:*— Ist.  At  to  limiting  the  number  of  men  on  board. 
I  must  saj  that  if  yon  allow  no  time,  but  nake  all  sail  on  an  equal 
footing,  at  least,  in  common  juertioe,  you  ought  to  allow  an  equal 
number  of  men  to  every  vessel.  It  is  only  on  aecount  of  the  large 
sails,  in  proportion  to  tonnage,  that  the  Secret  and  Heroine,  &c., 
perform  such  miracles.  Virtually,  by  giving  them  no  time,  and 
limiting  the  hands  according  to  tonnage,  you  say  *You  are,  by 
reason  of  an  equal  spread  of  sail,  on  even  terms  with  the  old  fashioned 
yachts  of  double  your  tonnage,  but  we  shall  not  allow  you  men 
enough  to  vrork  those  sails ;  we  will  allow  no  time  for  tonnage,  but 
shall  allow  men  for  tonnage.*  This  is  absurd,  and  unjust  in  the  ex- 
treme. It  does  not  give  a  fair  chance  to  the  racing  craft  to  derelope 
all  her  power.  I  have  often  known  the  time  when  sails  ironld  be 
shifted,  if  we  had  but  strength  enough  on  board ;  and  sometimes 
when  all  hands  had  been  wet  through  to  the  sidn,  and  hard  worked 
for  eight  or  nine  hours,  they  really  cannot  muster  strength  to  shift  a 
jib  if  the  wind  freshened.  On  the  other  hand,  by  leaving  the  owners 
at  liberty  to  cany  any  number  of  men  they  think  proper,  an  enor- 
mous expense  is  incurred  for  no  purpose.  Of  coarse  the  men  should 
be  proportioned  to  the  work  they  have  to  do,  or  the  area  of  sails  they 
have  to  set  Assuming  the  yachts  to  be  measured  by  the  second 
plan  proposed,  I  would  limit  the  hands  to  one  man  for  every  400 
square  feet  besides  the  captam .  I  should  say  nothing  about  the  pilot, 
as  some  hands  carry  no  pilot,  and  this  gives  such  yessels  an  extra 
hand." 

The  date  of  the  foregoing  proves  that  the  R.Y.S.  have,  unwittingly 
we  believe,  given  a  great  scope  to  our  Transatlantic  brethren  to  imor- 
gine  the  suggestion  is  due  to  them,  whereas  we  claim  it  for  the  late 
Mr.  P.  R.  Mlarett ;  and  to  strengthen  our  position  we  have  received 
the  following  letter  from  a  gentleman  who  was  intimatdy  connected 
with  the  author,  and  who  has  also  advocated  the  plan. 

Ma.  Editor. — Your  readers  were  probably  somewhat  surprised  to  learn 
firom  the  letter  of  Capt.  Browne,  that  the  R.T.8.  bad  thought  it  desirable  or 
necesBarjr  to  make  inquiries  of  the  New  York  Yacht  Club  as  to  tbe  lyctem 
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oTmMMrenientbjaraaofsail,  thereby  giving  our  worthy  fiwls  ezoelkenC 
grcvndt  for  ftMeiting  diat  the  Byetem  is  of  their  inwntioo.  They  have  no 
doubt  btroduoed  nany  good  thiDgs  into  yacht  sailiog,  and  hsve  the  honour 
of  being  the  first  actually  to  adopt  this  system,  but  it  is  not  of  their  invention, 
and  must  be  claimed  by  England.  I  have  no  time  to  search  your  files  to 
atcertaiD  the  exact  date,  but  I  know  that  the  system  was  first  propounded 
by  the  late  Mr.  P.  R.  Marett,  seme  eight  or  nine  years  ago.  He  continued 
to  write  on  the  subject  in  Beits  Li/e^  and  in  Hunfs  Yachting  Magazine^  and 
I  have  occasionally  addressed  communications  to  Bell  and  Hunt  ou  the  same 
subject.  With  these  exceptions  I  fell  confident  that  until  the  last  year  or  so 
the  system  has  never  been  advocated  in  print;  and  as  he  certainly  did  not 
derive  the  idea  from  any  one  else,  the  conclusion  seems  irresistible  that  the 
AmericaDa  took  the  idea  firom  Beil  or  SumL  I  may  add,  that  a  complete 
scheme  of  this  system,  all  ready  for  nse,,is  to  be  found  at  p.  80  of  Yaekti  ami 
Yaehi  Buildings  and  that  for  the  last  year  it  has  been  usually  called  'Marett*8 
plan,'  and'  why  the  R.Y.S.  should  think  it  necessary  to  give  the  Americans 
the  claim  to  originality,  your  readers  and  the  Americans  too  will  probably 
find  it  diflBcuU  to  understand,  though  our  ^rivals  will  not  be  slow  in  taking 
the  hint. 
Lomlam,  Jttfy  1858.  G.  M.   ' 

We  are  pleased  that  the  system  is  about  to  undergo  a  trial,  which 
if  properly  conducted,  according  to  Mr.  Marett's  instructions  ntfill  per- 
haps be  the  means  of  setting  the  measurement  question  at  rest  But 
as  we  have  before  observed,  good  or  bad,  we  will  not  concede  more  to 
the  New  Yorkers  than  the  credit  of  putting  in  practice  the  suggestion- 
of  our  countryman.  In  the  case  of  the  America  the  claim  of  origi- 
nalty  was  disputed,  but  here  can  be  no  misunderstanding. 

We  had  just  concluded  this  article  when  the  the  Hon.  Secretuy 
of  the  Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club  &voured  us  with  the  Mowing  notice, 
by  which  it  appears  that  '*  Marett*s  plan,"  is  to  be  tried  at  their  next 
regatta;  and  other  clubs  would  do  well  to  give  it  a  fair  chance.  We 
are  promised  a  report  of  this  race  and  also  that  of  the  ILY.S.,  our 
readers  Aerefore  will  be  able  to  judge  of  th«  utility  of  the  plan  both 
in  large  and  small  vessels. 

Ckfdt  MoM  Yaoki  Club.— At  the  monthly  meeting,  held*at  the  Globe 
Hotel,  on  \¥edne8day  the  7th  inst.,  James  Baston,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair.  The 
following  gentlemen  were  proposed  as  members,  Vaughan  H.  Lee,  Francis 
Murray,  and  Hugh  Boag,  Esqrs. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Kennedy  it  was  agreed  that  a  raoe  be  arranged  to 
take  place  at  Rothesay,  on  Saturday,  24th  July,  the  measurement  to  be  taken 
by  canvas  instead  of  hull  for  yachts  of  8  tons  and  under.  Being  merely  an 
experiment  it  was  agreed  that  no  balloon  sails  be  used,  but  that  all  yuchts 
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be  required  to  carry  only  their  usual  working  maineail,  foresail,  and  jib ;  and 
that  it  be  remitted  to  the  Committee  to  make  the  neoeasaiy  arrangementa 
and  giye  such  an  allowance  of  time  as  they  may  think  requiaite. 


ST.  GEORGE'S  ENSIGN- 

Fob  some  few  years  past  the  hoisting  of  this  flag  by  the  Royal 
Western  of  Irdaad  his  been  a  grievance  to  the  Royal  Yacht  Squad- 
ron. On  the  first  appearance  of  the  sheet  of  club  fli^  in  Sfmf$ 
Universal  Yachi  List^  remonstrance  was  made  to  the  proprietor  on 
the  presumption  of  applying  the  St.  Geoige's  Ensign  to  any  dub 
but  the  R.  Y.S. ,  when  it  was  proved  others  were  authorised  by  warrant 
to  use  that  flag,  inserting  in  the  cross  a  crown  surrounded  by  the 
shamrock.  Here  the  afiair  dropped,  and  we  did  think  the  Royal 
Westerns  would  be  allowed  to  enjoy  their  privil^e ;  but  it  appears 
it  (mly  slumbered  for  a  time,  as  at  the  conmiencement  of  this  year  we 
were  surprised  by  information  received  that  an  application  would  be 
made  to  the  Admiralty  to  rescind  the  grant;  and  by  the  subjoined 
letter  our  readers  will  find  that  such  application  has  been  successful. 
We  have  no  reason  to  dispute  the  right  of  the  R,Y  S.  to  hoist  exclu- 
sively the  St.  George's  ensign ;  but  we  hope  some  of  our  readers  will 
enlighten  us  more  fully  on  the  subject 

Admiratbfy  25M  Jwm,  1858. 
Mt  Lobd.-*I  am  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty 
to  acquaint  your  Lordship,  that  my  Lords  having  received  some  recent  appli- 
cations fi^m  Yacht  Clubs  for  permission  to  wear  the  White  Ensign  of  Her 
Majesty's  Fleet,  have  considered  that  they  had  ;to  chose  between  the  alter- 
native of  reverting  to  the  principle  established  in  the  year  1842,  whereby 
that  privilege  was  restricted  to  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron,  or  to  extend  still 
further  the  concession  which  was  made  in  this  respect  to  the  Royal  Western 
Yacht  Club  of  Iteland,  in  the  year  1 858,  and  they  have  decided  on  the  former 
alternative.  They  have  accordingly  cancelled  the  Warrants  authorizing  the 
vessels  of  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland  to  wear  the  White  En- 
sign, and  this  privilege  is  for  the  future  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  Royal  Yacht 
Squadron  only.< 

I  am,  My  Lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
To  the  Earl  of  WOUrn.  (Signed)       H.  Coaar. 
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THE  QUEEN'S  SQUADRON  FOR  CHERBOURG. 

PoBT8uouTH.-*OrdeT8  bftTe  been  promulgated  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  on  the  command  of  the  Qoeen,  for  the  araembliDg  of  a 
squadron  forthwith  at  this  port  to  attend  Her  Majesty  at  Cherbourg, 
on  the  forthcoming  yisit  to  the  Emperor  and  Empress  of  the  French,  at 
that  great  naval  rendezyous.  This  squadron  will  consist  of  six  sail  of 
the  line,  six  frigates,  and  a  flotilla  of  the  Queen's  and  the  Admiralty ^s 
steam  yachts,  comprising  the  following,  the  whole  under  the  command 
of  Admiral  Lord  Lyons,  with  Rear- Admiral  Sir  C.  H.  Fremantle  as 
second  in  command  : — 

Royal  Albert,  121,  Captain  the  Hon.  Francis  Egerton,  flag  of  Vice- 
Admiral  of  the  White;  the  Rt.  Hon.  Eldmund  Lord  Lyons,  Commander- 
in-Chief ;  Hannibal,  91,  Captain  H.  Chads,  flag  of  Rear- Admiral  of 
the  Red  Sir  Charles  Howe  Fremantle.  Brunswick,  81,  Captain  Om- 
maney ;  Orion,  91,  Captain  D'Eyncourt;  Renown,  91,  Captain  Forbes; 
CsBsar,  91,  Captain  Frederick ;  the  Euryalus,  51,  Captain  Tarleton,  g.b.; 
the  Arrogant,  47,  Captain  Heath,  c.b.  ;  the  IMadem,  32,  Captiun 
Moorsom,  cb.;  ihe  Curacoa,  31,  Captain  T.  M.  Mason;  the  Racoon, 
22,  Captain  Paynter ;  ihe  Terrible,  21,  Captain  Glasse,  g.b.;  the  Valo- 
Toos,  16,  Captain  Aldham  ;  the  Victoria  and  Albert,  Captain  the  Hon. 
J.  Denman ;  the  Fairy  Royal  tender,  M.  D.  N.  Welch,  master,  r.n.; 
ihe  Elfin  Royal  tender,  Mr.  A.  Balliston,  master,  b.n.;  the  Osborne 
Admiralty  yacht,  Mr.  G.  H.  K.  Bower,  master,  B.N.;  the  Black  Eagle 
Admiralty  yacht,  Mr.  J.  B.  Petley,  master,  B.N.;  the  Fire  Queen  Admi- 
ralty yacht,  Mr.  W.  F.  Paul,  master,  b.n.;  the  Sprightly  steam  tender, 
Mr.  George  Allen,  acting  master,  b.n. 

It  is  by  Her  Majesty's  express  wish  and  command  that  Admiral  Lord 
Lyons  commands  in  chief  this  squadron  of  honour,  for  which  duty  the 
Royal  Albert  will  carry  his  Lordship's  flag. 


CHANGING  YACHTS'  NAMES. 

Thb  law  allows  yacht  owners  the  privilege  of  altering  the  names  of 
tfieir  Tessels  ad  libitum  ;  but  every  yacht  club  should  haye  a  rule,  and  a 
very  stringent  one  too,  that  when  yachts'  names  are  altered,  or  sold,  it 
diould  be  imperative  on  them  to  give  information  to  the  Secretaries, 
otherwise  the  club  list  shows  yachts  that  do  not  exist  in  name. 
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DOUBLING  CAPE  HORN.* 

Cafb  Hoen  18  8ittE8ted  oa  an  island  at  the  gonthern  extremity  of  Tierra 
del  Fuego.  It  is  in  lat  SS""  69'  S.,  and  long.  67"  16'  W.,  ia  at  its  south- 
western part  500  feet  high,  and  can  he  sees  at  a  distance  of  40  to  50 
miles.  On  the  17th.  Deoemher,  1774,  Captidn  Cook  examined  the 
coast  in  this  neighhourhood,  and  on  the  20th  anchored  in  a  place  which 
he  named  Christmas  Soand.  He  describes  the  land  as  desolate  in  the 
extreme.  Scanty  vegetation,  and  rocky  mountains  terminating  in  hor- 
rible precipices,  with  their  summits  towering  to  a  vast  height,  were  the 
principal  features  presented  to  the  view.  Similar  to  this  is  the  des- 
cription given  by  later  voyagers. 

Darwin  the  naturalist,  in  this  **  Notes,"  gives  us  much  valuable  infor- 
mation. He  says  :  "  On  December  21st,  1832,  the  '  Beagle,'  from  the 
eastward,  at  about  three  p.m.,  doubled  the  weather-beaten  Cape  Horn. 
The  evening  was  calm  and  bright,  and  we  enjoyed  a  fine  view  of  the 
surrounding  isles.  Cape  Horn,  however,  demanded  his  tribute,  and 
before  night  sent  us  a  gale  of  wind  directly  in  our  teeth.  We  stood 
out  to  sea,  and  on  the  second  day  again  made  the  land  ;  when  we  saw 
on  our  weather  bow  this  notorious  promontory  in  its  proper  form,  veiled 
in  a  mist,  and  its  dim  outline  surrounded  by  a  storm  of  wind  and  water. 
Great  black  clouds  were  rolling  across  the  heavens,  and  squalls  of  rain 
with  hail  swept  by  us  with  such  extreme  violence  that  the  captain  de- 
termined to  run  into  Wigwam  Cove.  This  is  a  snug  little  harbour, 
not  being  far  from  Cape  Horn,  and  here,  at  Christmas  eve,  we  anchored 
in  smooth  water.  We  were  detained  here  several  days  by  the  bad 
weather.  The  climate  is  certainly  wretched.  The  summer  solstice 
was  now  past,  yet  every  day  snow  fell  on  the  hills»  and  in  the  valleys 
there  was  rain  accompanied  by  sleet.  Every  valley  is  filled  with  streams 
of  ice  descending  to  the  coast>  and  every  arm  of  the  sea  is  determinated 
by  tremendous  and  astooishing  glaciers.  In  Eyre  Sound,  about  fifty 
icebergs  were  seen  all  at  one  time  floating  outwards  to  sea.  Some  of 
the  icebergs  were  loaded  with  blocks  of  no  inconsiderable  siie,  of 
granite  and  other  rocks,  different  fi*om  the  clay  slate  of  the  surrounding 
mountains." 

My  own  experience  of  Cape  Hom  has  been  varied*  In  March,  1836, 
I  was  in  a  vessel  homeward  bound,  when  we  passed  it  in  sight,  and  with 
beautiful  weather.  I  remember  the  circumstance  well;  for  my  post  at 
the  time  was  at  the  helm,  when,  just  before  sunset,  land  was  discovered^ 
and  the  Cape  stood  forth  to  our  view  ;  and  thus^  under  all  sail,  did  we 
go  by  this  dreaded  promontary.  Six  years  later  I  was  again  passing 
•  Cruize  of  the  Yacht  Allen  Gardiner. 
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it,  but  under  fcr  wofne  eueomfltaiiees.  It  was  in  tibe  depth  of  irinter ; 
and,  Teferring  to  mjr  old  log,  it  appears  that  we  raffered  rather  seTeiely . 
The  following  eztraetB  will  give  some  idea  of  this  :  *'  June  Srd.  North- 
erly wmd,  with  fine  dear  weather.  Freezmg  hard  last  night  4th. 
At -noon  the  wind  dianged  in  a  heai7  snow-Btorm  to  the  8.W.;  bitter 
eold ;  men  afawnt  frosen  ;  occasionally  rery  thick  snowstorms.  5th. 
Wind  again  from  N.W.  6th,  7th,  and  8th.  Easterly  winds  ;  ship 
going  to  the  southward  ;  canght  seren  Cape  pigeons.  9th.  Northerly 
wind,  and  very  noid.  lOth^  Calms,  and  thick  foggy  weather,  with  a 
▼ery  high  cross  sea.  1 1th  and  12th.  Westerly  and  north-west  winds  ; 
many  whaks  in  sight  13th.  Nearly  calm,  with  a  thick  mist  1 4th. 
in  the  kmgitade  of  the  Horn  ;  no  icebergs  seen ;  weather  yery  serere 
and  cold  ;  wind  from  S.  to  E. ;  oceasienally  heary  squalls  ;  ice  hanging 
abotft  the  belayingpins  and  rigging,  and  the  ropes  so  stiff  as  to  be 
hardly  aUe  to  bend  diem  ;  decks  rery  slippery  ;  one  of  the  men,  while 
attempting  to  furl  the  fore-topgaflant  sail,  got  so  benumbed  with  the 
cold  as  to  be  unable  to  help  himself,  and,  consequently,  had  to  be  lowered 
down  on  deck,  where  for  a  long  dme,  he  lay  neaily  motionless  ;  finally, 
he  reooyered,  and  the  next  day  was  again  on  duty.'* 

In  I>eeember,  1853,  I  was  again  off  the  Horn,  in  blowing  weather. 
Bat,  in  truth,  I  may  say  there  is  hardly  a  voyage  in  this  direction  that 
does  not  give  account  of  some  kind  of  bad  weather  hereabouts.  It 
may  not  be  exactly  at  the  Hem,  but  assuredly  it  is  not  far  off :  and  I 
could  mention  many  cases  of  disaster  occurring  here.  One  sutgect  in 
reference  to  it  I  considered  to  be  so  interestiog,  as  to  induce  me  to  lay 
it  before  the  reader.  It  is  the  account  of  an  ascent  to  the  summit  of 
the  Cape  as  performed  by  Captain,  now  Admiral  Fitaroy,  who  has  kind- 
\j  permitted  me  to  thus  quote  from  his  published  narratiye.    He  says  .*— *• 

*^  The  next  morning  I  arranged  for  a  visit  to  Cape  Horn,  a  memorial 
having  been  previously  prepared,  and  securely  enck)sed  in  a  stone  jar. 
After  taking  obsenrations  at  uood  for  latitude,  we  set  out,  carrying  five 
days'  prorisions,  a  good  chronometer,  and  other  instruments.  We 
landed  before  dark,  hauled  our  boat  up  in  safety  on  the  north*east  side, 
and  established  ourselves  for  the  night  on  Horn  Island.  At  daybreak 
we  commenced  our  walk  across  the  island,  each  carrying  hid  load  ;  and 
by  the  time  the  sun  was  high  enough  for  observing,  were  near  the  sum- 
mit tttd  exactly  in  its  meridian  ;  so  we  stopped  while  I  took  two  sets 
of  sights  md  a  round  of  angles.  Soon  afterwards  we  reached  the 
highest  point  of  the  Cape,  and  immediately  began  our  work ;  I  and  my 
coxswiun  with  the  instruments,  and  Lieut.  Kempe  with  the  boat*s  crew 
Taismg  a  pile  of  stones  over  the  memorial.     At  first  the  Diego  Ramires 
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Islands  were  seen,  but  before  I  could  get  the  theodolite  fixed  aod  ad- 
justed, the  boruBon  became  hazy.  At  noon,  satisfiictory  sets  of  dicum- 
meridional  altitudes  were  obtained  with  two  good  sextants.  A  round 
of  angles,  compass  bearings  for  yariation,  and  good  afternoon  sights  for 
time  completed  our  success.  The  pile  made  over  our  memorial  was 
eight  feet  high,  and  in  it  were  stones  which  required  the  united  exertkms 
of  all  seven  men  to  raise  to  the  top.  We  drank  the  health  of  his 
Majesty  King  George  the  Fourth,  and  gave  three  hearty  cheers,  stand- 
ing  round  the  Union  Jack.  Directly  all  was  finished,  we  tcaTelled  to- 
wards our  boat  as  fiist  as  possible  ;  but  darkness  surrounded  as  before 
we  were  more  than  halfway.  Those  who  had  loads  which  would  not  be 
hurt  by  tumbling  about  among  bashes,  travelled  on  ;  bat,  having  Ae 
chronometer  and  a  sextant  to  take  care  of,  I  waited  till  one  of  the  man 
returned  with  a  lantern.  All  reached  the  boat  before  nine  o'clock  with- 
out losing  or  injuring  anything ;  but  the  cargo  of  stones,  for  spectmeos^ 
which  each  brought  back,  delayed  our  returning  progress  materially. 
At  daylight  we  launched  and  stowed  our  boat,  and  set  out  on  our  re- 
turn. We  reached  the  ship  that  afternoon,  well  laden  with  fi-agmenta 
of  Cape  Horn." 

I  now  agun  turn  to  our  position  in  the  schooner  upon  the  afternoon 
of  the  14th  of  November,  1855,  when  we  were  vainly  endeavouring  to 
get  up  to  windward  still  nearer  the  Horn.  But  at  length,  seeing  it  to 
be  hopeless,  and  the  wind  fast  increasing,  I  took  a  hasty  outline  sketch, 
and  then  got  the  vessel  ready  for  bad  weather. 

It  was  now  about  four  p.m.,  and  as  I  could  see  every  appearance  of 
another  gale  from  the  westward,  I  gave  up  all  thought  of  trying  to  do 
more  in  the  present  quarter,  and  determined  to  make  a  retrograde 
movement  by  running  to  the  eastward.  But,  before  doing  this,  I 
naturally  felt  desirous  of  bringing  the  Horn  behind  us,  or,  in  other 
words,  to  pass  it  sufficiently  far  so  as  to  say  we  had  ^  doubled  ''it.  I 
therefore  held  on  until,  at  half-past  five,  the  Cape  bore  eastward  of  north 
about  five  miles  off ;  and  then,  hoisting  the  national  colours  at  the  main 
and  the  mission  colours  at  the  fore,  we  all  gave  an  excusable  and  hearty 
cheer,  as  I  put  the  helm  up  and  stood  away  before  the  wind. 

Yes,  the  little  schooner  had  fairly  doubled  the  celebrated  Horn  I  She 
had  gone  safely  from  her  native  land  through  the  pathless  ocean,  among 
wild  scenes  and  untamed  men,  even  close  to^  and  past,  though  only  jost 
past,  that  mighty  southern  Cape  ;  and  now  she  was  about  to  ooake  a 
return  movement.  But  she  was  not  to  do  this,  it  appeared,  without  the 
usual  tribute  being  paid  to  the  mighty  spirit  of  the  place.  Already  the 
gale  had  increased  to  something  heavy,  and  the  sea  was  becoming  too 
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high  &r  08  not  to  be  grtetlj  on  oor  guard.  The  flags  had  been  hauled 
down  almost  as  soon  as  hoisted,  and  the  next  thing  done  was  to  secure 
boali^  Stow  awaj  chain  cables^  and  put  extra  lashings  on  our  anchors. 

Bf  this  tuM  It  was  blowing  yefy  hatd,  and  the  huge  seas»  like  rolling 
nlf)%  frith  broad  and  de^  ^alleys  o£  a  quarterof  a  mile  breadth  between 
oaoie  in  an  almost  nnbroken  meridional  line  towards  us«    I  soon  found 
thai  we  oould  fun  on  no  longer*    In  the  hollow  of  the  seas  we  were 
alflMst  beoalmedi  while  on  iheif  summit  the  wind  caught  uS  as  thottgh 
iboat  to  lift  ship  and  men  into  the  air  and  Send  all  to  instant  destruction. 
The  wild  send  was  fljrhig  Atft ;  tihe  sea-birds  swept  round  and  round  us, 
each  time  nanowing  iheir  circle^  as  these  birds  almost  alwAys  do  when 
A  eevera  gile  is  appioaehing*    The  high  and  nigged  land  on  our  left 
WM  M4pped  in  douds^  and  evefythidg  had  within  the  past  houtf  assumed 
A  tfaieatening  and  A  gloomy  look.    Tet  I  felt  in  far  less  danger  th#re 
thnn  in  some  of  the  places  where  we  had  laiteriy  been  |  for  thongh  the 
wind,  sea,  and  weathef  might  be  so  yery  bad  as  to  pfsvent  even  our 
taking  advantage  of  a  breeae  that  was  blowing  from  the  right  quarter, 
still  we  could  heave  tO|  as  I  believed,  in  safety  i  and  this  at  dusk  I  did. 
Taking  in  all  sail  but  a  dose  reefed  foresail  and  reefed  Itoirm  staysail,  I 
hrof^t  the  ship's  head  round  to  the  8«S.W.  and  hove  hei^  to.    More 
snug  she  oould  not  be  ;  for  I  had  kept  down  the  topmasts  and  topsail*- 
yard  we  had  stmek  in  Middle  Cove  ;  and  therefore  she  was  now  with 
no  top  hsraper  to  make  her  heary  up  above.    Nevertheless  it  turned 
out  to  be  a  fearful  night !  At  eight  f.m.  it  was  blowbg  vefy  hard  ;  and 
the  sea  had  increased  in  height  and  fury.    The  hatohes  were  battened 
down,  lest  any  water  should  get  bdow ;  and  prerenter  tackles  seen  to 
afc  the  helm. 

What  I  was  most  afraid  of,  however  waS  any  large  ressel  running 
before  the  wind,  as  a  large  vessel  could  perhaps  do,  when  we  dare  not ; 
and  should  one  comO  in  the  line  of  our  drifbi  there  would  be  but  little 
chance  for  us  on  Such  a  teitlfic  nigbt  We  could  neither  see  nor  be 
Seen  until  too  late  to  avoid  disaster  t  and  then  it  would  indeed  be 
''God  have  mercy  upon  us  I  '^ 

At  midnight  there  was  a  thorough  Cape  Hem  gale*  and  so  unpleasant 
was  the  tossing  about  of  the  Aip,  that  all  of  us,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, wei^  sick.  For  myself,  I  obtained  only  a  few  snatehee  of  sleep, 
being  On  deck  frequently.  About  two  s^m.  a  heavy  lea  struck  us  abaft, 
and  tried  the  vessel's  strength  i  doings  howeTei*,  no  damSge^  except 
throwbg  the  hdmssum  ovSr  the  wheel,  and  deluging  the  decks  fore 
and  ttL  Not  even  a  p(»tion  of  our  bulwarks  was  wished  away,  and 
only  a  kKMO  pen  and  a  few  trifling  artkles  Were  carried  overboard.    At 
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three  a.iD.  the  gale  was  at  its  height;  aad  so  heavy  was  it  that  I  felt 
raUier  serious  coticemiDg  our  position. 

In  a  small  vessel  one  feels  the  unpleasant  effects  of  a  storm  mudi  more 
in  some  lespects  than  in  a  large  ship,  though  in  other  things  the  latter 
has  a  disadvantage.  la  our  case  the  tumbling  about  was  so  annoying  bs 
to  make  me,  at  first,  as  cross  and  irritable  as  a  peevish  old  dame,  when 
out  of  humour;  and  afterwards,  from  want  of  sleep,  as  gloomy  and  fbfe- 
boding  as  the  night  itself.  Now  in  a  ship  of  greater  tonnage,  the  eYil 
would  not  have  been  less,  and  consequently  my  bones  would  have  esoi^ied 
the  many  knocks  they  so  often  received  by  such  sudden  and  quick  ihumps 
against  the  bulwarks,  skylights,  or  whatever  else  might  be  near. 

On  the  particular  night  of  which  I  am  speaking  I  was  fiitigned,  and 
sore^  and  cross,  and  desponding.  If  I  attempted  to  rouse  myself  and 
take  a  few  spasmodic  steps  along  the  deck,  a  sudden  lift  of  the  sea  would 
send  me  flying  in  a  frantic  manner,  and  with  burstnig  force,  against  some 
fixture  of  the  ship.  If  I  held  fast  by  the  rigging  or  the  bulwark  rail* 
and  glanced  upon  tiiat  wild  mysterious  sea,  with  its  dark  masses  and 
snowy  crests  rolling  terrifically  on  towards  us,  a  sheet  of  spray,  some 
hundred  yards  in  length,  would  dash  forward,  and  all  but  send  me,  as  it 
did  the  Httle  yessel,  heeling  over  to  the  other  side.  Turn  which  way  I 
would,  look  how  I  might,  be  stationary  or  be  moving,  it  was  all  the 
same;  and,  no  matter  what  the  slup,  or  what  the  voyage,  ot  what  the 
skill,  or  what  the  advantages  possessed,  I  will  say  that  such  an  awful 
night  as  we  had  off  Cape  Horn,  and  such  as  hundreds  and  hundreds 
similarly  experience,  is  a  night  as  full  of  darkling  terrors,  ghostly  and 
real,  as  any  one  can  possibly  conceive.  Every  sea  thsit  came,  seemed 
like  a  huge  water-mountain  ready  to  leap  upon  us;  and  though  its  maia 
body  passed  beneath  our  hull,  yet  in  many  instances  perfect  cataracts  of 
water  came  pouring  down  upon  us;  and  streamed  across  our  decks. 
Where  the  men  got  to  I  know  not,  for  I  could  neither  see  nor  hear  them 
at  such  particular  moments.  All  I  could  do, — all  I  thought  to  do,  was 
to  hold  my  breath,-^to  gaze  as  if  with  fescinated  look,  and  watch  with 
an  all  but  awful  fear,  hoping  that  the  mighty  mass  of  briny  element 
would  pass  us  scathless  or  without  much  damage.  And  as  it  passed, 
with  the  thunder  roar  of  wmd  and  sea  alike  sounding  in  my  ear,  I  stood 
as  if  entranced  while  I  pierced  the  darkness  to  try  and  see  if  all  were 
right  and  well.  But  satisfy  myself  I  could  not  till  in  frequent  demands 
I  had  made  the  inquiry;  ree^ving  for  reply,  "  All  right  sirl  nothing 
gone,  except  a  bit  of  the  spare  stuff  to  leeward!  *'  and  so  on,;  only  to 
be  on  the  gm  vive  for  the  next  giant  wave,  and  to  sing  out,  as  I  often 
£d,  when  I  saw  it  approach,  <<  Look  out  there^  menl  Look  cui!  Hold 
on  eveiy  one  of  you!     Hold  on  I  '* 
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And  diiis  the  night  ftmaei  oo,  and  thus  Cape  Horn  demanded  of  us 
its  tzibutel  It  was  cold,  too;  it  was  wretchedly  uncomfortable;  and  ftuocy 
made  me  see  hefere  my  eyes,  even  amidst  that  fearful  darkness,  a  tempt- 
ing and  a  danling  homeside  picture,  where^  around  the  parlour  fire, 
sweet  smiling  bees  and  dear  friends  were  congregated,  as  I  really  think 
in  no  one  spot  on  earth  but  where  the  Anglo-Saxon  dwells  it  is  found 
in  all  its  great  enchantment  Truly  did  I  feel  its  vainly  wished  for  plea- 
sure now;  but  truly  might  I  wish,  and  wish  in  yain,  for  nothing,  save 
the  dark  clouds  of  leaven  and  the  fierce  tempest,  with  the  mighty  up* 
liffced  ocean,  was  likely  to  meet  my  view. 

But  now,  as  I  gradually  dosed  with  my  head  upon  the  weather  rail^ 
and  my  arms  twisted  for  a  hold  in  some  well-fiistened  rope,  a  sensible 
lessening  of  the  wind  in  its  great  strength  was  felt  After  some  wild 
and  startling  blast,  a  hoUowness,  amounting  to  nearly  a  faint  echo  of 
that  wild  blast,  succeeded  it;  and  soon  these  became  more  and  firequent, 
until  thw  firequency  assured  me  that  the  gale  had  broke.  And  as  it 
broke,  so  did  morning  break;  and  when  at  last  the  bright  sun  arose  to 
chase  away  the  gloomy  phantoms  of  the  night, — ^to  drive  from  me  the 
morbid,  sickly  phantasies  that  had,  from  sheer  &tigue  and  over-excite- 
ment, taken  possession  of  my  brain,  — ^the  Cape  Horn  gale  had  in  its 
most  powerful  strength  departed,  leaving  instead,  still  a  strong  breeze 
bat  a  far  less  heavy  one,  and  withal  a  breeze  to  which  we  could  carry 
sail.  To  it  therefore  sail  was  set;  and  as  it  was  necessary  to  get  in 
nearer  the  land,  to  be  out  of  such  a  sea, we  stood  away  to  the  northward, 
having  drifted  during  the  night  some  thirty  odd  miles. 
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Tuegday,  June  22iic?.<— This  was  a  very  brilliant  affair,  altho^  three 
of  the  yachts  out  of  the  seven  that  entered  did  not  come  to  the  start. 
The  weather  was  all  that  could  be  wished  for,  with  a  fine  light  breeze 
fiom  the  N.N.W.  and  N. 

It  was  intended  to  have  had  matches  for  three  classes  of  yachts,  but 
owing  to  the  Ist  and  2nd  not  filling  the  races  were  confined  to  the  Srd 
only;  and  a  very  pr%^y  sight  they  afforded  to  the  company  on  board  the 
Storm  King,  the  steamer  engaged  by  the  club,  at  the  masthead  of  which 
the  CommodoreV  flag  was  hoisted.  There  was  a  numerous  company 
assembled  on  the  deck,  among  whom 

The  sparkling  eye,  the  dimpled  cheek, 

The  pouting  lip  so  ruby  red. 
With  pearly  teeth  and  mien  so  meek, 
Shone  forth  the  lovely  maid. 
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The  steamer  piooeeded  to  the  marioe  ttataon.  Seek  Vony,  wheve  the 
foUewing  were  fbond  riding  at  thmr  mooriBg^  hul  impatieot  to  tA&Kf 
the  waters  with  their  raaor-Kke  hews}^ 


TaakU' 


Bit. 


Owiwft* 


Charm.... 
Metft 

Victoria.., 
HeUj. 


cutter 
cotter 
cotter 
yawl 


15 
12 


J.  Poole,  Esq. 
9^J,aQ7nie>fiiiq. 

H.  Melllng,  Eiq. 
J.  Fatoy^NBbCL. 


The  coorse  was  down  channel  to  the  Croshj  light-ship,  hack  as  br 
as  No.  5,  C,  buoy,  round  the  light-ship  again.  Twice  over  and  return 
to  Rock  Ferry. 

Shortly  before  12  a.m.,  after  preparatory  ugnals»  one  gun  was  fired 
from  the  steamer,  under  the  orders  of  the  Commodore,  and  the  yachts 
canted  round  tp  the  wind  and  were  off  in  an  instant^  the  Charm  being 
the  first  to  f^l  the  light  breeze,  closely  followed  by  the  Meta  and  yie- 
toria:  the  Nelly  did  not  work  so  smarts  was  last  The  wind  was  ligfaC 
throughout  the  day,  only  occasionally  yaried  by  a  little  more  freshness, 
and  it  became  evident  that  the  day  was  in  favour  of  the  Charm  and 
Meta.  They  kept  in  pretty  near  the  same  position  in  wUch  they  started 
down  the  Channel.  As  the  wind  lightened  the  Vietoiia  fell  more  in  the 
rear,  being  a  heavier  vessel,  without  the  extra  canvas  of  her  opponents, 
sailing  under  her  usual  canvas  of  two  sails.  The  Nelly,  wanting  a 
heavier  breeze  to  drive  her  through  the  water,  lost  ground  every  tack- 
The  Ifeta  had  some  disadvantage,  it  was  stated,  in  the  river,  by  coming 
slightly  in  the  way  of  a  screw-steamer.  The  Chann  also  had  some  grief 
to  state,  in  carrying  away  her  gaff-jaws,  as  well  as  her  chain  boBetay, 
which  was  smartly  repaired.  The  Charm  was  the  first  to  round  the 
Crosby  light-vessel  at  Ih.  5Qin.,  Ae  Keta  cloia  upoA  h^r  bitl%  some 
22  seconds. 

There  was  some  very  interesting  saifii^  between  tb^se  two  yachts, 
and  may  be  considered  as  good  a  contest  as  we  remember  to  have  seen. 
The  first  being  a  eentre-board  boat,  and  tiie  other  a  ragular  littW  Bng- 
lish  cutter,  the  two  principles  of  coostfoetioo  were  {airly  tested* 

The  second  time  after  roondiog  the  light*ship,  ^  Meta  got  ahead  oi 
the  Charm,  and  seemed  likely  to  become  th^  winner  for  a  ooofiderable 
time,  without  the  allowance  of  tonnf^  wbjch  she  had  -to  claUDu  As  the 
breeze  freshened  it  was  evident  that  die  was  the  more  weatherly  yeasel 
in  deep  water.  The  Victoria  shortened  her  distaaee  as  the  wind  in- 
creased, and  took  her  place  nearer  the  leading  yachts.  The  Charm  as  the 
wind  lightened,  and  off  the  wind,  became  the  headmost  vessel  once  more. 
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The  yachts  had  a  long  and  dxeary  beat  np  to  the  fight*ship  again 
againBt.both  wind  and  tide,  and  it  was  here  that  the  light  centre-board 
boat  had  the  dedded  advantage,  being  able  to  make  short  boards  in  the 
alaok  of  the  tide  on  the  Fanahj  sime;  while  the  Keta  had  to  keep  ont 
nxws  in  the  strength  of  the  tide.  Ultimately  the  Charm  was  enabled 
to  nnind  the  lighi'ihip  fi>r  the  hst  time^  and  was  off  the  wind,  with  a 
good  tide,  homeward  bound,  while  the  Heta  had  to  make  several  tacks 
agwet  the  tidew  Jffinates  now  became  almost  hours  in  favour  of  the 
Charm,  and  she  ioorcased  her  distance  considerably  every  moment, 
amving  at  the  flag-boat  shortly  after  8  pan. 

The  steamer,  with  her  party  on  board  kept  dose  in  company  with  the 
yachts  during  the  day,  whbh  fiom  its  extreme  fineness  afforded  every 
enjoyment  An  excellent  band  added  to  the  pleasurea  of  the  votaries  of 
thawaltb 

The  CommoSore  awarded  the  prize  to  Mr.  James  Poole,  the  owner  of 
tihe  Qbara^  and  spdce  in  praise  of  the  manner  in  which  she  had  been 
sailed,  and  aUnded  to  the  felicity  the  dnb  eigoyed  fay  their  sailing 
walishes  being  sailed  in  such  amiaUe  spirit,  a  protest  or  ^p«te  seldom 
or  never  oooomng* 

Ifn  FodM,  replied  in  smtaUe  terms,  and  stated  that  he  had  began  in 
a  smaO  eraft,  bat  he  hoped  to  have  a  vessel  of  somewhat  larger  tonnage 
to  keep  up  the  sport. 

The  cup  was  liberally  filled,  and  replenished  by  the  winner  with 
champagne^  and  banded  round  by  the  stewards  to  the  ladies  and  gentle- 
men pieseot.  It  ia  but  justice  to  state  that  the  ysefato  were  skiKiilly 
handled  throoghoot  the  race. 

Sevend'yadits  of  the  ebb  were  croisii^  about  the  Channel  »«^the 
Oithooa,  80  ton^  G.  Hanison,  Esq.,  tibe  North  Star,  D.  GamUs^  Esq., 
and  several.other  vessels  of  lesser  tonnage,  were  sailing  about,  and  added 
mueh  to  the  gay  appearance  of  the  scene,  as  seen  by  the  bhabitants  of 
New  ^ghton  and  Ae  Waterfoo  shores, 

Tlie  company  landed  from  the  steamer  at  George's  pier  head,  afbr 
being  nraeh  pleased  with  the  day's  excursion^  and  we  were  glad  to  see 
several  of  the  yachting  men,  who  seemed  to  have  formed  a  reunion  on 
die  Mersey^this  season,  from  several  parts  of  the  nmghbouring  couDties, 
an  much  gratified  by  the  circumstance  of  meeting  together  once  again 
inhannony. 
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Some  three  or  four  years  ago  a  few  of  the  prtacipals  of  ihe  Dockyard 
proposed  the  establishment  of  aquatics  here,  and  by  indefatigable  exer- 
tions it  has  prospered  even  beyond  their  most  sangiune  expectations. 
Tear  after  year  we  see  perceptible  improvementy  and  whilst  tiiose  exer- 
tions are  continued  there  will  be  no  lack  of  canvas  to  carry  out  to  the 
fullest  extent  ibe  wishes  of  the  Regatta  Committees. 

In  speaking  of  the  present  a&ir  the  Milford  Tdegraph  says:«-TlMS 
regatta,  which  year  by  year  becomes  more  popular  and  suooessfiil,  came 
off  under  favourable  auspices  on  Monday,  June  28th.  The  day  was 
beautifully  fine  but  not  too  bright.  The  direct  rays  of  old  Sol  were 
intercepted  by  masses  of  fleecy  clouds  which  throughout  the  day  tempeted 
the  heat  so  as  to  make  it  agreeably  pleasant.  A  slight  breese  frcnn  the 
westward  too  cooled  the  air  and  curled  the  surfieuse  of  the  Aiven  into 
tiny  wavelets,  whidi  wavelets  were  conjured  by  the  strong  imagination 
of  some  friends  from  inland  into  '<  horrant  waves.''  Our  nautical  fnends 
thought  in  the  early  morning  tiiat  it  would  be  no  regatta  day,  especiallj 
for  those  who  bve  *^  a  wet  sheet  and  a  flowing  sea,**  as  the  atmosphere 
was  unusually  sluggish.  As  noon  approached,  however,  the  wind  in- 
creased until  before  12  o'clock  it  was  blowing  a  fine  stiff  breeze^  ptomia- 
ing  good  races  and  fine  sport  to  all  lovers  of  aquatics.  These  we  ahoold 
opine  increase  in  numbers  yearly  as  on  no  former  regatta  at  Pembroka 
Dock  do  we  remember  seeing  such  a  large  and  eager  conoooise  of  ex- 
cited spectators  as  on  thb  occasion.  Yisitors  firom  all  the  sorroanfng 
districts  were  present,  and  every  available  means  of  transit  seem  to  have 
been  brought  into  requisition  from  railway  trains  to  impromptu  vehideB 
which  would  have  been  despised  in  the  purlieus  of  Long  Acre.  An  ex- 
cursion train  from  Swansea  brought  down  numerous  sight-seen  from 
the  trading  capital  of  Glamorganshire  and  the  towns  lying  between  it 
and  the  banks  of  the  Haven.  It  was  composed  of  fourteen  caniagea 
well  filled  with  passengers.  The  Haven  itself  was  the  most  busy  and 
exciting  part  of  the  scene.  It  was  thickly  dotted  with  craft  of  eveiy 
rig  and  of  all  sizes  from  the  stately  ship  o£  war  to  the  Langum  dredging 
boat  and  the  tiny  cockle-shell.  The  yachts  presented  the  liveliest  and 
prettiest  sight,  and  to  see  them  gracefully  cleaving  the  yiel^g  waves 
or  driving  the  resisting  waters  in  heaps  before  them  was  a  sufficient 
compensation  even  for  a  journey  from  Swansea.  But  as  if  to  add  to  the 
attractions  of  the  bill  of  fare  for  the  day  some  beneficent  beiiefiMitors  of 
the  people  had  provided  an  amusement  of  a  totally  different,  if  not  of 
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an  antagODifltio  chaiaeteri  and  ^'fields  sports**  were  adYeriised  for  the 
gratification  of  those  who  saw  no  delight  iu  a  regatta. 

The  regatta  both  this  year  and  last  was  under  distingiushed  patronage, 
the  Queen  and  the  Prince  of  Wales  condescended  to  patronise  it,  and 
it  eonld  boast  for  its  local  patrons,  The  Earl  of  Cawdor,  Capt.  Ramsay, 
B.9.9  and  T.  Meyriok,  Esq.  To  the  Stewards,  the  Treasurer,  and  the 
Secretary,  however,  we  are  chiefly  indebted  for  the  success  and  pleasure 
of  the  day.  The  Stewards,  John  Adams,  Esq.,  Captain  Jackson,  and 
Captain  Cocks  were  indefatigable  in  their  efforts  to  promote  the  com- 
Ibrt  of  the  ^tors,  while  the  Treasurer,  Dr.  Thomas,  and  the  Secretary, 
Mr.  James  McLean,  even  excelled  them  in  their  labors  and  efforts  for 
the  prosperity  of  the  regatta.  '*  Honor  to  whom  honor,"  and  we  think 
it  due  to  Stewards,  Treasurer,  and  Secretaiy  specially  to  thank  them 
fiyr  their  urbanity  and  kindness,  and  to  award  them  ihe  praise  they 
merit  for  their  labors. 

The  first  race  on  tha  card  was  for  the  Ainoe  of  Wales  Cup,  50  gui- 
neas^ for  cutter  and  schooner  yachts  of  £25  tons  and  upwards,  belonging 
to  any  Boyal  Yacht  Club.  Time  race  ;  half  a  minute  per  ton  up  to  50 
tons,  and  a  quarter  of  a^ minute  above  that  Usual  allowance  to  schoon- 
ers.   Entrance  £2  10s. 

There  were  only  two  entries  up  to  the  26th,  viz: — ^the  Wildfire  and 
the  Bara  Avis,  but  in  consequence  of  some  misunderstanding  respecting 
the  Wildfire,  the  entries  were  declared  void.  On  the  morning  of  the 
T^^atta,  diree  other  yachts  were  entered,  as  competitors  for  the  cup. 

IiunUf€redinHunt$  Yacki  Liit  far  \B5B. 
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Ho. 


1026 


Taehtg*  Names. 


Rztravaganza..... 


305 

4S7  Glance  . 
Vigilant.* 


Rig. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Toni. 


48 
85 
S3 


Owners. 


Sir  Percj  Shelley 
Major  Longfield 
J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq. 


The  course  was  from  the  starting  vessel  at  Hobb^s  Point  round  the 
Lewis  buoy  at  the  harbour^s  mouth,  back  round  a  vessel  moored  off 
Pembioke  Ferry,  thence  down  round  the  Stack  Rock,  and  back  to  the 
sterting  vessel. 

This  was  the  great  race  of  the  day,  and  considerable  excitement  was 
.  mani&eted  by  the  backers  of  the  different  yachts* 

About  11  o'clock  the  signal  for  starting  was  quickly  obeyed  by  the 
Extravaganza  taking  the  lead,  followed  next  by  Vigilant,  and  the  Glance. 
The  former  showing  slightiy  the  most  alacrity  in  getting  under  canvas* 
The  breeze  at  this  time  was  blowbg  fresh  from  W.S.W.,  and  not  one 
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of  the  Yeaseb  could  complain  that  it  wai  not  anited  to  \^  power  of 
bringing  out  what  ^Med  she  might  poasois*  Here  we  had  befiore  us  three 
yaditi  that  had  gained  celebrity  in  the  annab  of  radng,  and  were  now 
pitted  againat  each  other  not  mereljr  for  the  purpose  of  winning  a  cap« 
bat  for  a  fiw  greater  desire  to  nphold  that  honocrable  poaiticd  which 
they  had  obtabed  in  former  contesta* 

The  Extravaganaa  at  we  before  obaerred  started  with  the  lead,  and 
kept  it  tfaroagfaoat,  aUho*  hard  poshed  by  Vigilant,  the  Glanoe  though 
not  idle  ooold  not  alter  her  position,  and  each  round  was  finiahed  aa 
ftdlows:-* 


Sxtravaginsai  ••••«• » 

Yigtlant — .. 

Glance. 


First  Boand. 

Seeond  Boand. 

h.  m.   s. 

b.   m.    s. 

a   19  0 

4   49   as 

8     20    0 

4     55    S3 

S     31     0 

The  Vigilant,  according  to  tonnage,  was  allowed  6^  minutes,  and 
consequently  won  the  race  by  two  seoonds  exactly.  A  dispute,  however 
arose  as  to  her  measurement,  and  she  was  measured  again  after  the  race, 
when  being  found  correct,  the  prize  was  awarded  to  her.  The  Extra* 
▼aganza  and  the  Vigilant  were  built  by  Wanhill,  and  the  Glance  by 
Hatcher  (not  Hansen  as  stated  in  Hunts  Yacht  lAsi^  in  which  there 
is  also  an  error  as  regards  her  rig,  for  schooner  read  cutter,) 

The  next  race  was  for  the  Pembroke  Dock  Cup,  value  25  guineas, 
for  yachts  of  25  tons  and  under,  ^belonging  to  any  Royal  Yacht  Club. 
Time  race;  three-quarters  of  a  minute  per  ton.     Entrance  £1  5s. 

The  following  entered: — 


Taohts*  Names. 

Rig. 

TODfl. 

Ownen. 

Flirt 

cutter 
cutter 

19 
10 

aH.O*Brien,Esq. 
Q.  A.  BeTsa,  Esq. 

YMp6r.a...»«..«.«.M.««  ••••.«»•• 

The  course  from  the  starting  vessel  twice  round  the  Stack  fioek. 
Theae  two  beantifol  yachts  aoootding  to  die  cpiniooa  of  the  knowinn^ 
ones,  were  well  matched.  A  good  and  ezd^g  raoe  vr»  tfaefefovs  ex- 
pected* They  started  at  lib.  4An.,  and  for  an  hour  the  covtast  wis 
gallantly  maintained.  Unfortunately,  however,  in  rounding  liaiistad* 
well  pomt  the  Flirt  took  the  gmmd,  and  «r  it  was  low  water  at  the 
time,  she  was  forced  to  fie  for  some  time  eaobadUed  m  the  soft  oam  cff 
the  point  Wheo  vsleaaad  from  lier  uncongenial  harbourage  by  the  flux 
of  the  tide,  it  waa  of  course  too  late  to  do  anyifaiog  in  the  race.  The 
Vesper  consequeaitly  had  it  all  her  own  way.  She  made  good  sailing, 
and  came  in  five  minutes  past  two* 
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The  third  mce  hr  a  Cup  value  £10  for  sailing  boats,  open,  half- 
deokad,  or  decked,  of  8  tons  and  not  exoeeding  15  tons.  Time  race  of 
one  miaote  and  a  half  per  ton.  The  following  started: — Arrow,  10 
tons,  B.  Lewis;  Fairy,  9  tons»  G.  Thomas;  and  Imp,  10  tons,  Morris. 

This  was  deoidedly  the  most  exciting  and  the  most  gallantly  contested 
race  of  iheday;  the  Arrow  and  the  Fairy  being  old  opponents. 

The  boats  started  in  admirable  order,  and  considerable  dexterity  and 

slcill  were  erinoed  by  the  crews  of  each  yacht  in  raising  sail  in  the  sharp 

breeae  which  rattled  through  their  cordage.     They  started  exactly  at 

fourteen  minutes  after  twelve  o'clock,  and  came  round  the  first  time  in 

the  following  ovderi*^ 

k.    m.    s.  I                      h.    m.    s.  I  h.    m.    s. 

Arrow.........  2    38    80  1  Fairy. 2    89    80  |  Imp 2    58    15 

The  second  course  the  Fairy  rapidly  shot  a-head  of  her  two  oppo- 
nents, and  gallantly  won  the  best  contested  race  of  the  day,  beating  her 
most  formidable  competitori  the  Arrow,  by  a  few  minutes. 

A  sweepstakes  for  sailing  boats.— Mr.  Phillip's  Sylph,  beat  Gipsy, 
Capt.  Bloomfield;  Wee  Pet,  Mr.  White;  Alfred  &  George,  Mr.  Smith; 
Syea,  Mr.  G|  Rees.  The  boats  were  allowed  one  minute  per  foot  ton- 
nage  measurement  at  water  line.    An  exceedingly  well  contested  race. 

A  matdi  for  a  prize  of  three  guineas  came  next  by  open  sailing  boats. 
Time  race,  one-minute -and-a-half  per  foot  Distance  from  starting 
yeesel,  twice  round  the  Eagle  ship-of-war,  moored  off  the  Wear  Point. 
The  following  started:—!  Margaret  Louise,  Mr.  J.  George;  2  Forrester, 
Mr.  L  Nicholas;  3  Maid  of  Cleddau,  Mr.  Anderson;  4  Betsy,  Mr.  W. 
Edwards;  5  John  and  Sally,  Mr.  W.  George;  6  Rockett^  Mr.  Chawner. 
This  start  was  effected  in  beautiful  order,  and  as  usual,  where  local 
boato  are  concerned,  much  interested  the  spectators,  each  craft  haying 
its  supporters.  After  an  exceedingly  well  contested  race  the  Betsy 
came  in  the  winner. 

A  rowing  match  by  cutters,  ten  oars  and  under,  price  five  guineas, 
Saturn,  Captain  Ramsey,  1;  lightmng,  Mr.  Brace.  The  Saturn,  with 
a  Langnm  crew,  won  as  she  pleased.  The  Volunteer,  Eclipse,  and  Or- 
lando, entered  for  this  race,  but  the  flash  of  Lightnmg  came  like  a  clap 
of  thunder  on  the  nerves  of  the  dedinmg  trio>  frightening  them  from 
their  propriety. 

Four  oared  gigs,  to  be  rowed  by  gentlemeo  amateurs,  and  not  to 
exceed  80  feet  in  length.  Priie  Cup,  value  ten  guineas.  1,  the  Misle- 
toe,  Sweeny,  Hogg,  Mitton,  Stanley  (stroke,)  Hancock  (cox.)  2,  Blue 
Belle^  M^Martin,  Cozens,  Briggs,  Gewley  (stroke),  Morris,  (oox.) 

The  Blue  Belle  raced  for  a  lead,  which  she  soon  established;  but  Mr. 
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Newby^fl  stretcher  giring  way  four  timet  told  a  sad  tale.  Notbmg; 
daunted,  however,  her  crew  pulled  a  steady  good  oar,  but  her  cawialtk^ 
told  a  sad  tale;  and,  despite  their  every  exertion,  the  Mistletoe  gallant! j 
pulled,  was  proclaimed  the  victor  of  a  hard  fought  field,  amidst  the 
applauding  cheers  of  her  admirers.  Mr.  Stanley  rowed  stroke  to  Cam- 
bridge University  in  a  match  with  Oxford  in  1839. 

Cutters,  ten  oars,  to  be  rowed  by  youths  from  14  to  16  years  of  age. 
prize  3  guineas.     Entrance  Ss.     Saturn  1,  Eagleton  2,  Volunteer  3. 

The  Saturn's  boys  were  the  heaviest  mettle,  and,  pulling  a  stronger 
oar  won  with  ease. 

Open  Sailing  boats  of  25  feet  and  under.  Time  race;  one  minute 
and-a-half  per  foot.  Prize,  three  guineas  .Entrance  3s.  1,  Dauntless, 
Mr.  Thomas;  Traviata,  Mr.  Boom.  The  Dauntless  had  it  all  her  own 
way,  beating  the  Traviata  as  she  pleased. 

Six  oared  gigs,  rowed  by  mechanics  only,  not  to  exceed  35  foet  in 
length.  Prize,  five  guineas,  entrance  5s.  1,  Blue  Belle,  Mr.  M'Mur- 
trie;  Mistletoe,  Mr.  G.  Evans.  The  operations  in  Blue  Belle  were  never 
in  doubt  for  a  moment,  and  the  pulling  against  a  much  heavier  crew 
shewed  what  pluck  and  skill  could  do^  when  matched  against  ponderonty 
alone. 

Four  oared  gigs,  not  to  exceed ,  30  feet  in  length.  Prize,  £3  lOs.^ 
entrance  3s.  6d«  1,  Saturn,  Captain  Ramsey;  2,  Zephyr,  Mr.  Sanders. 
This  was  one  of  the  best  races  of  the  day — scarcely  a  length  separating 
the  boats  from  the  start  to  the  finish.  '*  The  Oyster  Wlage^^  furnish- 
ing the  Saturn  crew.     The  matter  was  never  in  a  doubt 

Dredge  boat  race,  one  man  and  two  women.  1,  Robert,  J.  Bowen; 
2,  Thomas,  T.  Morgan;  3.  James,  W.  Uewhellin.  This  was  a  capitally 
contested  race,  the  youth  and  beauty  of  the  Robert  were  however  in  the 
ascendency,  and  the  fair  occupants  were  received  with  a  regular  ovation 
on  throwing  up  their  oars. 

Punt  or  duck  race-*the  duck  in  tins  race,  not  satisfied  with  the  beve- 
rage which  cheers  but  not  inebriates,  had  comforted  his  inner  man  with 
divers  potations  of  heavy  wet,  rendering  himself  totally  inadequate  to 
wage  war  for  fifteen  minutes,  the  time  stipulated  for  his  contest^  and 
became  the  captive  of  his  pursuers  in  less  than  half  that  time. 

The  arrangements  of  the  committee  were  admirably  conceived,  and 
in  the  hands  of  Captain  Ivemy,  commander  of  the  Quail  (kindly  lent  by 
the  Captain  Superintendent  of  her  Majesty^s  Dockyard)  were  carried 
out  to  the  letter. 

John  Adams,  Esq.,  of  Holyland,  was  the  acting  steward  on  this  occa- 
sion, as  on  all  others,  his  courtesy  was  conspicuous  to  every  one  on  board, 
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ind  Mr.  McLean,  on  whose  back  ihe  responaibilitiea  of  the  day  rested, 
proved  himself  *'a  tower  of  strength,"  in  their  doe  performance* 

The  committee  were  not  unmindful  of  providbg  amusements  for 
those  who  prefSuned  land  to  water,  and  a  vast  concourse  of  pe(^le  assem- 
bled in  a  field  near  Hobb's  Point  to  participate  in  pedestrianism,  pony 
and  donkey  racing,  hurdle  racing,  &c. 

The  amusements  of  the  day  concluded  with  a  dinner  at  the  Victoria 
Hotel,  which  was  one  of  the  most  recherche  kind,  and  laid  out  in  Mrs. 
Jenkin*s  Tery  best  style,  notwithstanding  the  crowded  state  of  that 
establishment  on  the  occasion,  arising  from  the  numerous  guests  staying 
there. 

The  r^ast  was  served  precisely  at  eight  o'clock.  Doctor  Thomas  pre- 
siding, and  Captain  Jackson  ably  assisting  as  Vioe^ 

The  usual  national  toasts,  prefaced  by  apt  and  appropriate  addresses 
by  the  chairman,  were  responded  to  with  every  demonstration  of  loyalty 
and  patriotism,  and  the  Prince  of  Wales  Cup,  was  presented  to  Mr. 
Atkins.  Numerous  toasts  were  drank,  and  the  company  did  not  break 
up  till  near  12  oVlock,  the  greatest  good  humour  and  harmony  prevailing 
the  whole  time,  and  thus  terminated  the  most  successful  and  important 
regatta  ever  known  at  Pembroke  Dock. 


CLYDE  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 

Thx  first  regatta  this  season  of  the  above  club  took  place  at  Gourock,  on 
Friday,  25th  of  June,  under  very  ftvourable  drcumstances,  there  being 
a  spkodid  breese  from  the  W.S.W.,  which  afforded  ample  opportunities 
for  testing  the  weatherly  qualities  of  the  smart  little  craft.  The  veteran 
Commodore,  James  Smith,  Esq.,  of  Jordanhill,  hoisted  his  flag  on  board 
his  yacht  Wave,  and  in  the  most  handsome  manner  placed  her  at  the 
disposal  of  the  club,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  members  and  their 
friends,  among  whom  we  observed  Commodore  Boys,  H.M.S.  Athol, 
Capt  M.  Keane,  R.N.Y.C.,  R.  Hart,  Esq.,  J.  Ure,  Esq.,  R.  Walker, 
Esq.,  D.  Buchanan,  Esq.,  C.  Batt,  Esq.,  &c. 

An  immense  number  of  yachts*  were  assembled  in  the  bay,  among 
which  were  the  Destiny  schooner,  108  tons,  Lieut-Col.  Grimes,  Rear- 
Commodore  R.S.Y.C.,  Water  Lily,  30  tons,  G.  MulholUmd,  Esq.,  R. 
W.Y.C.,  Amina,  B6  tons,  G.  Coats,  Esq.,  R.N.Y.C.,  Georgiana,  6  tons, 
Captain  £by,  R.N.,  ke. 

The  course  was  from  the  commodore's  yacht,  moored  in  Gourock  Bay, 
round  Roseneath  shoal  buoy  to  flag-boat  moored  off  Ashton,  round  again 
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to  Boieneath  vxl  Ashton,  then  back  to  Oomroek  Bay,  rtmpg 
oommodore'g  jacht  and  flag^boafc  moored  a  little  fbrikar  outride.  TUe 
eoune  wae  odmimUy  adapted  to  test  the  eaiUag  qoali^  of  the  jraohts; 
afl^  after  maning  one  and  a  hilf  mUee  dead  to  leeward,  tbaj  had  to 
eloao  haul  aad  beat  foor  milee  to  wiadwor^  againflt  a  strong  bieeee  and 
a  heavy  sea  for  such  little  craft ;  however,  almost  evsvy  boat  was  maa- 
aged  to  perfection,  and  all  got  safely  to  tibe  end  witho«t  any  acridgnt. 
'Hm  only  oomplaini  we  heard  made  was  abont  the  shortness  of  the  couraeb 
the  diitance  being  only  about  thirteen  mile^  and,  as  will  be  seen  bom 
the  following  description  of  the  raoesi  they  were  finished  very  aoonw— 
Precisely  at  Ilk  80m.  a.m.  the  commodore  hoisted  the  preparatory  aig- 
naly  when  the  following  took  their  stations  to  compete  for  die 

First  prise,  a  piece  of  silver  plate,  value  £15,  by  yachts  of  8  tons  and 
undw:*^ 


TaAhU' NasBM. 

Ws. 

Ton. 

Omeik 

YlgMm 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

a  WallBer,  S«i. 
J.  Dickie,  Em. 
Commander  BojB 
Jaa.  Onmt Jun.,  Siq. 
A.  Kennedy,  £a4. 

AnnA4fti.........o>ti..  ..i..i. 

Meander , 

ITftify  Qoeea. 

Maud 

The  start  took  place  at  12h.,  jnd  at  once  head  sails  were  up  and  off 
they  went  The  Maud  was  smartest  at  getting  underway  and  had  a 
good  lead;  the  Bella  and  Fury  Queen  lost  a  few  minutes  at  starting,  the 
former  by  ruBniag  foid  of  Uie  commodore's  yaoht^  aad  tiie  htter  by 
fouling  her  mooriaga.  In  the  run  to  the  buoy  there  was  not  aaiic^ 
change  of  position,  the  Maud  rounding  first,  foQawed  by  the  F«ry 
Qneen,  Armada,  Meander,  and  Bella;  but  ae  soon  aa  they  oasM  ea  the 
wind  4he  Armada  and  Fairy  Qnaen  showed  their  weathei^  qualitaae, 
and  in  a  very  few  minutes  they  improved  their  lead  eo  much  thai  it 
was  quite  evident  the  race  ky  only  with  them.  They  all  stood  cm 
the  same  tack,  the  Faiiy  Queen  leading  dosely  foUowed  1^  the  Arsandii^ 
and  the  flag-boat  at  Aditon  waa  rounded  the  &8t  time  as  under>-«* 

K  m.  8. 

»•••••*•«••«••••••••  IS  50  lO 

..^.. ^...^.  12  58     O 

The  Meander  gave  up,  and  was  not  tinied»  and  the  MmA  fouled  the 
flag-boat  and  hauled  down  her  fli^,  so  that  the  race  waa  now  left  to  the 
three  eight  tonners,  and  as  the  Bella  was  so  fSur  behind  the  whole  inleiest 
of  the  match  was  between  the  Fairy  Queen  and  Armada,  bodi  of  whom 
did  their  utmost,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  handled  reflected 


h,  m.  B»  I 

Fairy  Queen U  41  50    Bdku.^.. 

Armada 12  43  50  I  Maud.... 


CLTBE  MOX>BL  TACHT  CLUB  REOATTA. 


2G9 


giMi  credit  on  their  orewg.  In  the  seeond  round  the  Anneda  kept  the 
Fairy  Queen  t^  hard  pressed,  and  held  her  own  Tery  well  indeed. 
However  it  was  OTident  she  could  not  now  oyerfaaul  the  Fairy,  and  on 
roonding  the  flag-boat  the  second  time  she  sprang  her  rudder,  so  it 
was  with  great  difficulty  they  got  her  worked  into  the  bay,  and,  unfor- 
tonately,  just  when  she  got  withb  a  few  yards  of  the  commodore  she 
ran  fool  of  the  Water  lily  cutter,  and  earned  away  a  part  of  her  star- 
board bulwark.  Of  course  this  threw  her  out  of  the  raoe^  which  was 
«t»iciiided  as  fbUows: — 

h.  m.  8. 1  h.  m.  t. 

FaiTjQaeen. 1  38  29    Bella 1  54    o 

1  41  34 


At  a  quarter  psst  twelve  o'clock  the  following  took  their  stations  to 
compete  for  the  Second  Race,  for  yachts  of  6  tons  and  under,  to  start 
at  12h.  30m.  p.m.,  prize,  silver  plate,  value  £12. 


Tachti^  Namea. 

AIS. 

TODM. 

Owners. 

C^nt^ft .  ..* 

5 

6 
6 
6 

Jsa.  Spencer,  Eio. 
Thomas  Steven,  mq, 
J.  Ferguson,  Esq. 
A.  Findlay,  Esq. 
HoxL  G.  F.  Boyle 

■»ee  Xci*a«....«.»« ■•■••••* ••••.. 

Pbarf 

At  half-past  twelve  the  starting  gun  was  fired,  and  they  all  got  well 
away  together,  the  Ezcelsoir  slightly  leading.  The  greatest  interest 
was  taken  in  this  race  between  the  Excelsior  and  the  Wee  Pet,  both 
beia^  new  boats  and  not  yet  tried.  The  former  was  boiH  by  Boag  of 
Fairlie  and  the  latter  by  Morris  and  Arbuthnot  of  Gksgow  firom  a 
model  and  under  inspection  of  her  spirited  owners.  A  great  diiSerenoe 
of  opinion  was  expressed  as  to  the  capabilities  of  the  two  boats,  some 
t^fe'™»"g  that  the  Glasgow  boat  eoirid  not  csrry  her  canvas  in  a  stiff 
bieeae,,  while  others  were  of  opinion  that  she  was  the  most  likely  to  carry 
her  casivas  well  i  and  the  result  of  the  race  has  proved  that  the  hitter 
were  corred^  as  we  understand  she  behaved  noUy,  and  scarcely  shipped 
a  drop  of  water.  As  to  the  race,  they  all  kept  well  together  to  the 
Boseneath  Buoy,  which  was  rounded  first  by  the  Ezcelnor,  closely  fol- 
lowed by  the  Cktba,  Fet»  Pearl,  Leda^  Immediately  after  they  got  on 
tbe  wind  the  Pet  began  to  improve  her  position*  and  shortly  afterwards 
cBBpt  to  windward  of  the  Excelsior,  thus  getting  the  lead;  and  the  Adi- 
lon  Qag'hoat  was  rounded  as  follows:-— 


W*e  Fei .... 

iL  m.  s> 
1  16  10 

Clutha. 

h.  m.  s. 

Ezcelsoir 

PtoBl. 

1   19     0 

1  21  25 

X/eda tt 

1  26     0 
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Hie  haay  of  Roeeneath  was  turned  in  the  same  order»  and  in  the  beat 

to  windward  the  Pearl,  Clutlia,  and  Leda  gare  in,  ihns  learing  the  race 

to  ihe  Pet  and  Ezoelaior,  the  former  of  whom  continned  to  increaae  her 

lead,  and  finished  an  eaqr  winner,  as  folbws:-^ 

h.  m.  t.  I                                             -  h.  m.  8. 
Wee  Pet S  16  SO  |  Ezoelnor 2  14    O 

After  roonding  the  bnoy  the  second  time  the  Excelsior  sprang  the 
hook  of  her  tliroat  halliards,  and  lost  a  little  time  in  puttbg  it  right. 

At  a  quarter  to  one,  the  gon  was  fired  to  prepare,  and  the  following 
yachts  took  thrir  places  to  compete  for  the  third  race,  for  yachts  of 
4  tons  and  under,  to  start  at  one  o'clock;  priie  a  silver  claret  jug, 
¥alae  £8:— 


Taehts  Hums. 

Rig. 

Tons. 

Owners, 

MuT^ower. 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

? 

4 
3* 

WoL  Milkr,  Esq. 
C.  Bact,  Esq. 
J.  Muon,  Esq. 
John  Ure,  Esq. 

GoQuette.  ••...• •••.. 

Bftiiihee**** •••••• •••• 

LUy 

•""/  ••• ••••• •»•••••• 

They  all  got  well  away  at  the  starting  gun,  except  the  Banshee,  which 
fouled  her  buoy  and  lost  about  three  minutes.  This  was  perhaps  the 
most  exdting  race  of  the  day,  especially  with  the  Mayflower,  Coquette, 
and  Banshee.  After  hauling  their  wind  they  all  stood  on  the  same  tack 
for  a  short  distance,  when  the  Coquette  and  Mayflower  pot  aboat^ 
while  the  Lily  and  Banshee  stood  a  little  forther  on;  the  lily  had  a 
good  lead,  wldch  she  kept  well,  and,  on  rounding  the  flag-boat  at  Ash- 
ton,  the  time  was  as  follows: — 

h.  m«  s.  I  h.  m.  s« 

Lily 2    0  10    Banshee , S    8  10 

Mayflower.. 2    2  50  |  Coquette 2    3  80 

All  well  round  and  away  again  for  Bosneath  Buoy,  which  was  roonded 
in  the  same  position,  the  Lily  still  increasing  her  lead  a  little^  and 
standing  well  away  down  on  the  starboard  tack,  while  the  other  thne 
took  short  tacks  towards  the  weather  shore.  They  kept  well  together 
and  it  was  certainly  a  fine  sight  to  see  such  litde  craft  carrying  on  so 
well.  On  nearing  the  Battery  Point  the  Banshee  orerhanled  the  May- 
flower, and  was  likely  to  be  second  boat,  but  nnfortunately  stood  too 
close  in  shore  and  got  into  the  tide,  and  lost  all  chance,  as  the  May- 
flower and  Coquette  stood  out  and  again  got  a  good  lead.  After  lomid- 
ing  the  flag-boat  at  Ashton,  which  was  done  by  the  Lily,  five  or  dx 
minutes  in  advance  of  the  Mayflower  and  Coquette,  Banshee  took  the 
ground,  and  lost  six  or  seven  minutes,  and  a  beautiful  race  for  second 
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place  1^  between  the  Mayflower  and  Coquette.     The  race  was  finished 

as  follows^— 

h.  m.  g.  I  h.  m.  8. 

lalj. 3  10    0    Mayflower 3  16  45 

Coqnelte. 3  16  80  |  Banshee.. 3  27    0 

The  winner  of  this  was  also  modelled  and  built  by  the  same  parties 
as  the  Pety  the  winner  of  the  six  ton  race,  and  reflects  the  greatest  credit 
on  their  skill  and  taste^  and  we  are  sure  they  have  reason  to  be  proud  of 
both  of  them,  as  they  were  universally  admired. 

A  Crarth  race^  for  open  boats,  was  also  announced,  but  only  two  hav- 
ing come  forward  no  race  could  be  made,  as  the  rules  of  the  club 
slipulato  three  boats  or  no  race. 

The  proceedings  of  the  day  terminated  by  the  commodore  presenting 
die  prizes  to  the  sereral  winners,  which  he  did  in  his  usual  happy  man- 
ner, and  to  which  they  replied  in  suitable  terms« 

We  cannot  conclude,  without  awarding  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  worthy  commodore,  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  discharged  the 
aidnons  duties  of  the  day,  and  trust  he  may  yet  be  long  spared  to  take 
an  active  part  in  the  interest  of  the  club,  for  which  he  is  so  well  qualified. 


HENLEY-ON-THAMES  ROYAL  REGATTA. 

This  regatta,  ever  welcome,  has  again  been  celebrated,  and  that  for  the 
twentieth  sneoessive  season!  When  we  look  back  to  the  announcement, 
early  in  the  spring  of  1839,  and  read  that  a  numerous  and  influential 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Henley  and  its  neighbourhood  was  held  at 
ihe  town  hall,  for  the  purpose  of  '<  establishing  an  annual  regatta  on  the 
beanti^  reach  of  water,  of  which  Henley  has  so  much  cause  to  be  proud, 
thongh  she  has  so  long  neglected  the  advantages  which  might  have  been 
derived  from  it^**  and  even  when  we  find  subsequently  that  the  maiden 
effisrt  was  crowned  with  the  most  complete  success,  producing  as  it  did 
DO  fewer  than  six  entries  for  the  Grand  Challenge  Cup,  it  is  easy  to 
conceive  that  the  most  sanguine  of  its  promoters  never  shadowed  forth 
a  droam  of  its  steady  progress  or  the  brilliancy  of  its  uninterrupted 
career;  still  less  would  he  have  imagined  that  it  was  to  become  at  once 
and  for  ever  the  waters  of  amateur  championship,  obliterating  in  an 
instant  the  former  value  and  importance  of  the  Wingfield  sculls,  and 
possessing  allurementjp  sufficient  at  times  to  interfere  even  with  the  Ox* 
fold  and  Cambridge  match  on  the  London  waters. 

Amateur  rowing  is  still  continued  experimentally  at  other  places,  and 
sometimes  with  temporary  success;  but  there  is  an  ebb  and  a  flow— an 
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instability  which  ewf where  maiki  in  thoM  places  its  Tariabfe  nature. 
From  the  first  establishment  of  Henley,  gentlemen  at  onoe  acknow- 
ledged ihat  a  fit  arena  for  their  rowing  had  been  fonnd,  and  such  it  most 
CTcr  remain.  There  are  many  ways  in  which  this  may  be  accounted  for, 
and  perhaps  one  of  the  principal  ia  the  dbtanoe  firom  London,  which 
causes  it  to  be  unattended  by  that  bustle*  noise,  and  confusion,  to  say 
nothing  of  matters  more  objectionable,  which  are  unfortunately  insepa- 
rable from  all  sporting  matters  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  and 
which  prevent  gentlemen  drawing  that  free  breath  of  unalloyed  amuse- 
ment so  necessary  to  the  real  enjoyment  of  all  their  sports.  Then, 
again,  Henley  reposes  under  the  sheltering  wing  of  Oxford;  and  thougli 
it  has  frequently  been  a  matter  of  complaint  that  the  Uniyersity  has  not 
shown  greater  anxiety  for  her  protege^  yet,  if  the  annals  are  referred  to, 
it  will  be  seen  that  she  has  played  an  important  part,  and  at  times  may 
almost  be  said  to  have  formed  the  rejj^tta  entirely.  Every  entry,  too, 
from  Oxford  is  fraught  with  provocation  to  the  sister  Univerdty,  and 
Cambridge  has  certainly  evinced  a  high-souled  allegiance  to  Henley,  and 
to  rowing,  by  the  manner  in  which  she  has  so  often  fiiced  great  difficul- 
ties, in  accepting  the  proffered  challenge.  And  as  the  sole  ground  upon 
which  they  may  try  their  strength  against  their  brother  oarsmen  of  the 
Universities,  clubs  of  all  kinds  have  been  at  wonderful  pains,  trouble, 
and  expense,  to  show  themselves  in  the  best  form  here;  witness  the  gal- 
lant struggles  of  Leander,  St  George's,  Chester,  and,  since  its  exist- 
ence, of  the  now  great  London  Rowing  Club,  whose  spirited  doings  on 
the  water  are  well  calculated  to  shed  additional  lustre  on  the  regatta, 
and  ucrease  its  claims  to  ohiefdom.  Another  advantage  possessed  by 
Henley  is  its  own  surpassing  loveliness,  reposing  at  the  base  of  a  ehuter 
of  hill%  all  rioUj  wooded,  in  one  of  the  most  splendid  windings  of  the 
silvery  Thames,  whi<&  here  expands  to  a  great  width,  and  landlocked, 
presents  the  i^ppearanoe  almost  of  a  lake,  whose  broad  clear  bosom  and 
deep  still  waters  recal  involuntarily  the  lines  of  the  poet— - 

"Though  deep,  yet  dear;  though  gentle,  yet  not  dull; 
Strong  without  iage$  without  o'er  flowing  ML** 

When  added  to  such  scenery,  the  time  of  year  at  which,  on  account  of 
the  Oxford  T&rm,  this  regatta  must  necessarily  fall,  is  taken  into  consi- 
deration, the  last  sweet  remnant  of  spring  or  the  earliest  days  of  sum- 
mer, when—* 

''The  grass  is  wet  with  shining dtwsi 
Their  silver  beUs  hang  on  eadi  tree, 
While  opening  flower  and  bursting  hud 
Breathe  incense  forth  unceasingly.** 
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^THien  all  this  is  Mbsidered,  it  is  n6  easj  matter  of  surprise  that  rowing 
men  shoold  hstre  made  this  tliei^  peculiar  regatta,  or  that  spectators 
should  reyel  in  its  de%hts,  forgetfbl  for  two  short  days  of  the  toils  and 
troables  eli^where. 

Bat  this  regiatta,  In  common  with  all  other  snUimary  arrangement s, 
is  of  course  subject  to  the  ckipter  of  accidents,  and  depends  much  upon 
the  health,  and  the  avocations  and  other  calls  made  upon  those  who 
would  engage  in  it,  and  thus  the  prospect  which  earlj  in  this  season  was 
little  short  of  the  magnificent,  was  considerably  changed  before  the  time 
of  coming  to  the  post;  and  the  misfortunes,  chiefly  falling  upon  the 
Unirenity  of  Oxford,  not  only  prevented  the  appearance  of  the  Univer- 
ssty  crewy  which  after  the  £fl(8ier  race  was  eagerly  looked  for  by  all,  but 
Balliol  was  so  much  crippled  that  it  was  uncwtain,  up  to  a  very  late 
period,  whether  their  boat  would  be  able  to  row. 

In  the  pair-oars  Mr.  Warre  was  deprived  of  the  services  of  his  partner, 
Mr.  Arkell,  who  rowed  inr  the  Easter  race,  and  in  the  place  of  whom  he 
was  compelled  to  put  Mr.  Lonsdale,  who  had  been  long  out  of  pair-oar 
practite.  At  the  eleventh  hour  Mr.  Catty  was  found  wanting  from 
among  the  ranks  of  the  Londoners,  and  though  the  powerful  assistance 
of  Mr.  Nottidge  was  feady  at  hand,  it  may  safely  be  concluded  that  a* 
change  at  such  a  time  must  be  disadvantageous,  as,  though  the  indivi- 
dual substituted  may  be  as  good,  or  even  better,  the  want  of  practice 
with  the  rest  must  naturally  be  felt  to  some  extent. 

The  London  Bowing  Club  has  oo  competitors  for  the  Stewards'  Cup, 
the  four-oarsd  prize  of  which  they  are  the  holders,  neither  did  any  one 
come  forward  to  try  his  powers  against  Mr.  Casamajor,  the  champion 
aeuUer,  the  latter  case  mainly  attributable  to  the  present  great  dearth,  if 
Dot  positive  non-existence,  of  scullers  of  any  merit,  while  the  former  was 
p«haps  owing  to  the  various  engagements  of  those  who  would  otherwise 
most  ptobably  have  rowed.  To  make  matters  more  aggravating,  on 
the  momiiig  of  the  fli^t  day,  at  the  meeting  of  the  stewards  and  com- 
mittee, Exeter,  the  holders  6f  the  Ladies'  Plate,  and  the  only  other  boat 
entered  beside  Balliol,  positively  declared  that  they  would  draw  tbnless 
their  race  were  fixed  for  the  first  day;  their  demands  were  however 
resisted  by  Mr.  Lane,  acting  as  chairman  for  Lord  Camoys^  and  it  ap- 
pears that  they  did  not  carry  into  execution  a  plan  so  unreasonable. 

All  who  have  ever  been  engaged  at  Henley  regatta,  must  feel  well 
aasured  that  every  possible  trouble  is  taken  by  those  in  authority  to 
arrange  matters  as  oomfortaUy  as  possible,  without  fovonr  or  partiality, 
and  sutfely  it  should  be  the  duty  of  competitors  on  thehr  part  also 
to  smooth  the  way  as  much  as  they  can. 

wo.  7. — ^voL.  vn.  2  o 
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This  summer  will,  no  doubt,  long  be  remembered  for  He  spleDdoiir, 
and  of  its  days  the  2l8t  and  22nd  ult  cannot  be  surpassed  in  thar  ex- 
ceeding beauty — brilliant  in  sunshine,  and  yet  tempered  with  a  delight* 
ful  air.  The  Grand  Stand  was  filled  with  beauty  and  fashion*  and  the 
excellent  arrangements  made  for  keeping  off  all  objectionable  characters 
enabled  the  ladies  to  enjoy  a  promenade  iJu  the  meadows. 

Monday,  June  2}$L — At  a  meeting  of  the  stewards  at  the  Town  Hall  thie 
roornios  it  was  decided  that,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  sport,  the  races  should 
not  commence  till  three  o'clock,  und,  accordingly^  shortly  before  that  time 
the  umpire's  boat  came  dashing  down  through  the  bridge,  manned  by  1  J. 
Mackinney.  2  R.  Coombes,  3  R.  Newell,  4  J.  Phelps,  5  T.  Mackmney,  6  W. 
Focock,  7  T.  White,  8  J.  Messenger,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  the  Island, 
and  the  race  commenced  with  the  first  heat  o€  the 

Orand  CkaOenge  Oip. 


Cambridge  Unirersity  Boat  Club 1 

8.  lb. 

1  — G.  A.  Paley,  St.  John's  ...    11  3 

2— A,  L.  Smith,  Trinity 11  2 

8— W.  T.  Havert,  St.  John'a.....!  I  8 

4— D.  Dsrroch,  Trinity., 12  2 

6— A.  Fairbum,  Trinity. 11  18 

6~R.  L.  Lloyd.  Magdalen 11  18 

7— N.  Royds,  Trinity.. 10  0 

8— J.  Hall,  Magdalen 10  3 


Leander ^ O 

8.  Ibu 

1— J.  Wright 1 1  « 

2— P.  Pearson II  8 

8— T.  Craster 12  S 

4— H.  Farrie, 12  lO 

5— B.  Courage. 12  4 

6— A.  B.  Bocke 13  O 

7— A.  O.  Uoyd. 10  10 

8— A.  P.  Lonsdale 12  7 


J.  T.  Moreland  (cox) ,  3      4  j         £.  Prior  (coz)... 8      5 

It  may  be  as  well  to  state  that,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Prior,  all  the 
Leander  crew  are  University  men,  who  have  tn  former  times  more  or  lesa 
distinguished  themselves ;  having  failed  in  a  scheme  for  reviving  the  Oxford 
and  Cambridge  Subscription  Rooms,  they  wisely  resolved  to  join  the  time- 
honoured  club  whose  name  they  here  bear,  but  with  the  understanding  that 
having  begun  to  practice,  and  almost  to  train,  their  so  formed  crew  should 
not  be  interfered  with.  Fortune  smiled  upon  them  as  far  as  the  start, 
having  given  them  the  Berks  shore,  and  Hke  old  experienced  hands  they 
determined  to  make  the  most  of  it,  so  jumping  off  with  a  lead  of  about 
twenty  feet  almost  at  the  first  stroke,  they  seemed  to  bid  fair  for  a  race,  and 
a  very  good  race  they  did  make  tiU  some  way  beyond  Remenharo,  where 
Cambridge  began  to  show  she  was  steadily  coming  up;  soon  after  this  they 
were  even,  but  only  for  the  moment  of  transit,  and  shortly  after  Cambridge 
rowed  clear,  took  their  water,  and  passed  the  winning  post  three  lengths  in 
advance,  rowing  within  themselves.    Time  7m.  43s. 

Town  Challenge  Cttp. — Which  is  a  race  for  four-oared  boats,  only  one 
crew  was  entered,  but  in  order  to  afford  something  like  amusement  to  the 
spectators,  another  four  was  organised  by  some  of  the  residents,  and  tke 
show  of  a  race  was  made,  the  Henley  Boat  Club  coming  in  first. 

J^tewarde  Challenge  Cvp.— For  this  cup  there  was  no  disputants,  and  the 
London  Rowing  Club  went  over  the  distance,  and  lemahi  the  holders. 
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Tks  SOvtr  OMeit. 
r^mdoa—FUyford  and  CaMmajor...!  |  Oxford— Warre  and  Londsdale. 0 

lo  justice  to  the  Oxford  pair  we  must  again  call  to  mind  that  Mr.  Warre 
canoe  to  the  scene  of  action  minus  his  partner,  Mr.  Arkell,  of  Pemhroke 
College,  one  of  the  late  University  crew  that  rowed  against  Cambridge  at 
Easter,  and  that  Mr.  Lonsdale  plackily  joined  him  (although  by  no  means 
fit  for  pair-oared  rowing)  to  contend  against  two  of  the  most  formidable  men 
of  the  day.  The  race  turned  out  better  than  could  have  been  expected. 
London  had  the  Berks  station,  and  both  made  a  most  capital  start,  but  they 
had  not  rowed  many  strokes  when  Mr.  Casamajor's  oar  caught  in  the  stem 
of  a  water  lily,  and  very  nearly  capsized  them.  Wane  and  Lonsdale  ob- 
serving the  mishap  put  on  the  steam,  and  obtained  no  despicable  lead,  and 
it  was  some  time  before  they  were  overhauled.  In  their  desperate  efforts 
to  accomplish  this,  Playford  and  Casamajor  lost  their  good  steering,  and  went 
quite  over  the  river,  followed  in  their  wildners  by  their  opponents.  However 
the  Londoners  recovered  first,  and  came  out  clear  ahead,  a  position  which  * 
they  maintained  to  the  finish,  though  they  never  got  very  far  away ;  but 
whether  owing  to*  kindness,  prudence,  or  impossibility,  it  is  for  none  to 
declare. 

VuttorM*  CkaSMge  Cup, 

Cambridge -Black  Prince— Trinity...! 
1— N  Royds 
S— A.  L.  Smith 


8 — ^D.  Darroch 
4-.Wyatt 

J.  T.  M<»eland  (cox) 


Oxford— Pemb.  College— Pemb.  C....0 
I— PauU 
8— Cheytell 
8— Lascelles 
4— Pldpps 
Portal  (cox) 


If  Mr.  Arkell's  absence  was  a  great  loss  to  a  pair-oar  it  was  absolutely 
ruination  to  his  college  four;  and  regrets  were  universal.  However,  no  spells 
could  conjnre  him  up;  they  might  as  well  have  telegraphed  via  Agamemnon 
and  Niagara  for  his  illustrious  predecessor,  whose  memory  is  ever  insepara- 
ble from  the  names  of  Pembroke  and  Oxford ;  therefore  all  honour  to  Pem- 
broke, undeterred  by  the  frowns  of  Fortune  firom  fulfilling  those  engage- 
ments on  which  they  had  once  entered  I  At  the  start  Oxford  took  the  lead, 
but  it  was  scarcely  more  than  the  first  shoot  of  the  boat,  and  then  Cambridge 
began  to  forge  ahead,  at  Remenham  was  clear,  and  after  that  won  easily. 
The  Black'  Prince  showed  to  great  advantage  in  this  four,  and  Mr.  Wyatt 
was  excellent.  Alter  this  Mr.  Casamajor  rowed  over  the  course  to  entitle 
him  to  hold  the  sculls  till  next  year ;  and  this  was  the  last  of  the  aquatic 
sports  for  the  day.  The  arrangements  of  the  Great  Western  Railway  Com- 
pany appear  to  have  been  very  complete,  enabling  people  to  come  from  almost 
any  distance  and  return  the  same  evening,  by  means  of  an  extra  train,  which 
at  Twyford  met  with  several  ups  and  downs,  but  not  with  any  accident. 

Tuesday. — The  weather  was  even  more  glorious  than  on  the  previous  day, 
sun  hotter,  breeze  stronger  N.b.W.,  river  quite  fiiU,  and  no  stream  running 
all  day.  The  company  was  not  quite  so  numerous,  but  of  the  first  order, 
and  added  thereto  were  her  Mnjesty's  10th  Hussar's  halting  on  their  march 
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from  Birmingham  to  Alderahot.  Th«re  certainly  was  a  greater  influx  of 
Oxonions,  biought  on  coaches,  drags,  carts,  and  vehicka  of  all  aorta.  lUe 
races  should  have  commenced  at  two  o'clock,  but  owing  to  ap  accident  which 
happened  to  the  umpire's  boat  soon  after  starting,  which  had  to  be  repaired, 
there  was  at  least  half  an  hour's  delay.  Then  can^e  off  the  race  for  the 
Ladi49  Chalkf^  Plate. 


Oxford— Balliol  College..  ~ i 

St.  lb. 

1— Hon.  E.  Lb  Stanley. 11  1 

8— A.  V,  Hammkh.. 10  6 

d->E.  Lane ••U  1* 

4— A.  P.  Lonsdale 12  6 

5— G.  Morrison. IS  6 

6— B.  Warre 12  l* 

7— H.  A.  Hills 10  2 

8— H.  S.  Walpole 9  2 

J.  M.  Freshfleld  (cox).. 8  10 


Oxford— Exeter.  QoUege 0 

at.    lb. 

1— A.  B.  Flamstead. 9      9 

2— O.  B.  Baker.. 9      8 

3— J.  Tomer. 9      9 

4— J.  C.  Thynne. 10    11 

5— F.  Rower 10      4 

6— J.  D.  Atkinson 10      5 

7— J.  G.  Sydenham. ......IQ      8 

8— R.  W.  Bisley 10    18 

G.  Graham,  (cox). 8    15 


Exeter  and  Baliol  are  respectively  the  first  fm4  second  boats  on  the  Isia. 
Owiog  to  the  wind  blowing  a  little  fresh,  the  steerec^  found  some  difiiculty 
in  getting  their  boats  into  position,  and  at  hist,  when  the  word  was  giyen,  it 
was  discovered  that  Exeter's  line  was  foul  of  her  yoke.  Balliol,  perceiviDg 
that  something  was  amiss,  with  great  gallantry  ceased  rowing,  and  having 
ascertained  the  cause,  expressed  a  willingness  to  start  again.  This  time  they 
got  away  together,  and  Exeter  took  the  lead  slightly,  although  having  the 
worst  station,  being  to  leeward.  A  very  good  race  now  took  place,  and  more 
than  half  the  distance  was  rowed  before  Balliol  got  well  ahead,  and  although 
they  took  the  inside  berth  before  reaching  the  corner,  they  never  got  well 
away,  coming  in  only  three  lengths  dear.    Time,  7m.  61b, 

Grand  CkaOtnge  Cup^-^Fund  HeaU 

Cambridge  University  Boat  Club......!  |  London  Bowing  Club 0 

St.  Ihw                                                     at.  lb. 

1— G.  A.  Paley I  1— L.  Paine. 10  8 

2— A,  L  Smith \  2— F.  l»otter, 10  O 

8— W.  T.  Havart S— C.  Schlotel  « 10  II 

4_D,  Darroch... 4— J.  Notddge U  O 

6— A.  Fairbaim &^W.EaErar 12  8 

6— B.  L.  Xloyd. 6— Jf.  Paine 12  5 

7— N.  Boyda 7— A.  Cassamajor 11  O 

8— J,  Han. 8— H.  Playford 10  4 

J.  T.  Moreland  (cox)                                  H.  Weston  (cox>.. ft  O 

This  race  appears  to  have  been  quite  decided  in  the  minds  of  the  public 
before  it  was  rowed,  or  if  not  of  all,  the  minority  was  very  small,  and  odds 
on  London  in  most  places  went  begging.  Still,  after  London  had  iaaued 
ibrth  from  the  bridge,  and  proceeded  down  the  reach,  followed  by  the  um- 
pire'a  crew,  who  had  atrengthened  their  hands  especially  for  this  race,  by 
accepting  the  services  of  Francis  and  Hammerton  in  the  place  of  two  vete- 
rans, there  was  manifeatly  a  great  curiosity  to  obtain  the  first  glimpse  of 
Cambridge,  and  as  she  came  down  with  a  slow  majestic  sweep  of  the  oara*- 
the  music  of  many  as  of  one — we  think  they  must  have  assured  any  one 
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oftfHtbk  of  finmiDg  a  jadgmftat  that  the  lace  Ibat  day  woald  not  be  given 
avmy.  There  was  the  greater  chance  toe  of  thi*,  seeing  that  on  the  very 
moraing  of  tiua  race  the  Londooen,  as  before  stated,  foand  themseWes  short 
of  a  man,  via.  Mr.  Catty,  their  Na  8,  who  for  some  caase  or  other,  as  yet 
uoezplained,  without  notice  by  letter  or  telegraph,  entirely  absented  himself. 
ForCnnately,  Mr.  Nottidge  was  on  the  spot,  always  tolerably  fit  to  row,  and 
without  doubt  when  in  condition  a  better  roan,  but  then  being  only  able  to 
raw  on  the  starboard  side,  Mr.  Schlotel  was  obliged  to  be  shifted  from  No.  4 
to  Ko.  8,  and  the  crew  necessarily  much  inconvenienced  and  annoyed.  Such 
a  matter  will  of  course  be  inquired  into  by  the  dub,  but  it  is  not  quite  clear 
whether  it  should  not  be  more  openly  explained.  Of  the  Cambridge  crew  it 
will  be  seen  that  six  were  of  those  who  rowed  against  Oxford  at  Easter,  and 
that  the  steerer,  and  Nos.  1  and  7,  were  fkesh  hands,  and  we  doubt  not  they 
most  have  felt  not  a  little  anxious  in  having  to  supply  the  places  of  those 
who  had  been  so  victorious,  since  defeat  would  naturally  first  point  the  finger 
at  them. 

On  arriving  at  the  island,  Cambridge  took  up  her  berth  on  die  Berkshire 
side,  and  London  on  the  Oxfitfdshire  shore,  with  the  wa^ermep's  ^rew  about 
two  lengths  in  advance,  under  shelter  of  the  trees.  London  had  some  little 
difficulty  in  getting  into  position,  in  consequence  of  taking  their  line  aboard 
to  leeward  instead  of  to  windward,  which  caused  it  to  get  several  times  foi^l 
of  the  yoke;  and  even  when  all  was  clear,  they  lay  with  their  hea4  too  much 
pointed  to  the  Oxfordshire  shore.  The  Cambridge  boat  was  managed  with 
great  dexterity.  All  being  at  length  in  readiness,  the  word  *'  off"  was  pro- 
nounced, and  the  great  struggle  of  the  day  commenced.  The  Cambridge 
oars  were,  if  anything,  into  the  water  first,  though  the  London  boat  (we 
imcy,  from  her  gteat  excellence)  was  first  fairly  under  way^indeed,  she 
seemed  almost  to  attain  her  speed  with  the  third  stvoke — ^yet  Cambridge 
had  a  tcifia  the  advantage,  chiefly  on  account  of  London  starting,  as  we  have 
said,  diagonally.  Eight  stout  hearta  and  bodies  in  ftdl  swing  soon,  however, 
brought  about  the  expected  result,  and,  although  Cambridge  was  rowing  at 
an  iUmo0t  unexampled  speed,  on,  on  shot  London — ^now  up  efen»  then 
qnkkly  with  a  leai^  and,  soon  after  Remenham,  three  quarters  of  their  length 
ahead.  Thus  they  continued  till  past  the  hatf'way  post,  both  rowing  most 
manfully ;  and  on  arriving  within  a  short  distance  of  the  comer,  Mr.  Play- 
lofd,  whose  exertions  had  been  beyond  all  praise,  increased  his  efibrts  to  a 
splendid  spurt,  and  then  the  length  of  (K>ndon  ivas  soon  completely  clear. 
Immediately  afterwards  an  attempt,  wa^  made  to  cross  the  Cambridge  bows, 
but  Mr.  Moreland  caJOied  upon  his  crew,  and  they  answering  with  a  spurt, 
their  boat  shot  up,  and  London  was  compelled  to  give  way.  The  comer 
was  now  reached.  London  then  made  another  tremendous  effort,  and  again 
getting  clear,  renewed  the  attempt  to  cross,  bul^  M^  Moreland'a  eye  was 
upon  them;  he  made  another  demand  upon  his  men,  which  was  nobly  an- 
swered, and  this  time  London,  in  again  giving  way,  was  sheered  out,  so 
abraptly  that  the  rudder  had  to  be  put  hard  on  again  to  put  them  straight ; 
this  brought  up  Cambridge  in  an  instant  nearly  level;  the  awful  din  of 
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aeretrnt  and  ahoutiog  from  tbonsandB  on  the  bank  pliinly  showed  what  was 
happening.  Mr.  Hall  put  on  the  most  superhuman  of  spurts,  which  was 
rowed  bj  all  his  crew  with  the  most  wonderful  and  machme-like  accuracj* 
and  Cambridge  shot  past  the  post  the  winners  by  neariy  half  a  length, 
having  rowed  the  most  remarkable  stem  wager  ever  seen  on  this  ar 
perhaps  on  any  other  course.  The  Londoners  made  the  most  terrible  efforts 
to  repair  what  had  been  lost  by  the  error  of  their  cozswsio,.but  those  who 
know  what  it  is  to  feel  the  rudder  at  so  critical  a  moment  will  easily  under- 
stand how  fruitless  were  the  attempts — the  form  of  their  rowing  was  gone, 
the  race  decided.  This  was  one  of  the  matches  in  which  a  man  may  be 
proud,  whether  he  rowed  with  the  winners  or  the  losers,  and  we  feel  sure 
that  the  London  Rowing  Club,  haying  got  over  the  first  mortification  which 
all  brave  men  necessarily  feel  at  defeat,  will  soon  see  that  they  have,  not- 
withstanding, done  themselves  infinite  credit.  The  race  was  rowed  in 
7  min.  26  sec. 

District  Pair  Oars, 
Staines— Foster  and  Morton 1  |  Henley^Oiles  and  ^yles 0 

This  race,  for  a  silver  cup,  was  contended  for  during  that  period  of  appa- 
rent torpor  and  stupefkction  which  invariably  succeeds  so  thrilling  an  event 
as  that  just  recorded.  The  Staines  pair  at  once  took  the  lead,  and  kept  it 
to  the  end.  A  protest  was  entered  previous  to  the  presentation  of  the  prises^ 
on  the  ground  of  their  not  residing  within  the  prescribed  distance  of  Henley, 
and  the  decision  of  the  stewards  was  reserved,      , 

Wy/M  ChaOenge  Cup. 
Cambridge  (Black  Prince) 1  |  London— London  Rowing  Club .O 

Soon  after  the  great  race  for  the  Challenge  Cup,  Mr.  Paine  sent  to  the 
Cambridge  crew  stating  that,  owing  to  the  absence  of  Mr.  Catty,  and  the 
over  fatigue  of  his  brother,  Mr.  Leeds  Paine,  it  was  their  wish  to  withdraw ; 
but  that  as  it  was  not  agreeable  to  the  spirit  of  the  L.  R  C.  to  withdraw 
merely  to  save  defeat,  they  would  go  down  and  make  the  best  race  they 
could  should  Cambiidge  desire  it ;  it  b  needless  to  say  that  Cambridge 
expressed  their  willingness  to  concur  in  what  suited  London,  and,  we  doubt 
not,  were  glad  enough  not  to  have  to  enter  so  soon  on  another  struggle  vrith 
so  determined  an  adversary.  For  the  sake  of  show,  however,  another  four 
was  got  up,  and  they  made  a  race  of  it  till  the  finish. 

Waterman's  Fowr-oarsd  Raes» 

Messenger*s  Crew.. 

1— J.  Phelps 
2— T.  Mackinney 


3— W.  Pocock 
4 — J.  Messenger 
J.  T.  Moreland,  Esq.  (cox) 


White's  Crew.. o 

1— RCoombes 
S — T.  Hammerton 
8 — J.  Mackinn^ 
4— T.  White 
C.  £.  Smith,  Esq.  (cox) 


This  race  is  rowed  by  the  eight  watermen  who  compose  the  umpire's 
crew,  and  the  reward  of  their  labours  is  a  purse  collected  by  voluntary  sub- 
scription.   The  crews  are  steered  by  gentlemen,  and  the  distance  rowed  ia  a 
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little  more  thao  half  the  regatta  course.  On  this  occasioo  Hamniertoo 
(Meteenger's  apprentice),  rowed  in  the  place  of  the  veteran  Newell.  After 
a  capital  and  fast  race,  which  the  Cambridge  crew,  who  carried  the  umpire, 
could  scarcely  keep  pace  with,  Messenger^s  crew  won  by  a  length. 

The  band  of  the  Dragoons  then  struck  up  the  National  Anthem,  and  all 
wended  their  way  to  the  Town  Hall,  where,  in  presence  of  a  densely-packed 
crowd.  Lord  Camoys  presented  the  prizes  to  the  successful.  The  Cambridge 
crew  were  loudly  cheered,  as  was  also  Mr.  Playford,  and  his  excellent  rowing 
and  unflinching  game  loudly  demanded  the  ovation.  After  three  cheers  for 
the  ever-popular  Lord  Camoys,  the  meeting  separated,  and  thus  ended 
Henley  Regatta,  1858. 


TENBY  REGATTA. 


Tkx  first  day  of  the  Tenby  Regatta,  June  30th,  the  town  presented  an 
nniisaally  gay  and  animated  appearance,  and  by  eleven  o'clock,  a^m., 
when  the  first  race  was  to  take  place,  every  point  where  a  good  view 
of  the  day's  sport  oould  be  obtained  was  thronged  with  spectators. 
Early  in  the  morning  the  surface  of  the  sea  was  one  unbroken  calm,  and 
sad  fears  were  entertained  that  there  would  be  "  no  wind  for  the  yachts  ;" 
happily  the  "  weather  prophets"  who  indulged  in  such  dismal  forebodings 
turned  out  to  be  &Ise  ones,  and  by  the  time  for  starting  a  tolerably 
firesh  breeze  had  sprung  up,  which  freshened  so  much  that  before  the 
first  race  was  ended  the  cutters  had  to  change  their  topsails. 

We  were  pleased  to  observe  that  the  Tenby  Regatta  had  gained  in 
popularity  since  last  year,  there  being  twice  the  number  of  yachts  pre- 
sent on  this  than  on  the  former  occasion.  The  Bay  studded  with  these 
model  craft  in  holiday  dress — the  numberless  boats,  from  the  tiny  punt 
with  its  single  occupant  to  the  four-oared  gig,  laden  with  spectators, 
swiftly  glancing  over  the  '*  briny  flood,'*— the  grassy  slope  of  the  Castle 
HDl,  "  like  one  vast  amphitheatre,"  teeming  with  anxious  "lookers-on," 
its  summit  crowned  by  the  remains  of  its  once  formidable  Castle, — St. 
Catherine's  Rock,  bold  and  prominent,  tenanted  by  the  more  hardy  and 
adventurous,— even  the  rooky  basement  of  the  Castle  Hill  with  its  eager 
numbers,— all  conjoined  to  make  the  scene  at  once  picturesque  and 
unique.  On  the  Castle  Hill  the  "  wants  of  the  creature,''  were  attended 
to  by  Mrs.  F.  W.  RoUand  with  her  usual  manner,  in  a  spacious  marquee 
erected  for  the  occasion,  while  a  very  tolerable  band  whiled  away  the 
time  with  selecdons  firom  favourite  operas. 

Some  little  idea  of  the  interest  excited  by  the  coming  races  may  be 
gathered  from  the  fact  that  the  daily  occupants  of  the  bathing  machines 
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hid  Mitirely  fdtvakea  tb^  n^^Aiph-tike  ptttkne,  And  iioir  ^romdnaded  m 
aH  tb^  derveloftod  propordoUK  of  orinoUiie.  We  most,  boweYer,  proceed 
to  deMtbe  the  day's  ftegatta  atider  tbe  path)Dage  of  Sir  Jobn  Owen, 
Bart,  Lord  LieutenaQt ;  Stewards— N.  J.  Dann,  J.  L.  G.  P.  Lewis, 
Ricbard  Fotbergill,  and  Alei*  Edwards»  fesqs^  Captains  Glynn  and 
Tatham,  R.N.^  and  Captain  Macqaeen,  9l8t  Regiment.  A.  8.  Reed, 
Esq.,  Honorary  Seeretary. 

Fir§i  Raee.-^A  Prise  of  £70,  qmn  to  all  yaehts  oi  any  Royal  Yacbt 
dab,  being  not  leas  tban  40  tons  register.    Time  raee. 

The  following  were  entered  : — 

Numbered  a»  m  Etunfe  YmtAt  IMflr  1858. 


No. 

TaohtoNaiBM. 

»«. 

Tom, 

Ownon 

S6 

Am«.«Ai^ 

Gutter 

cutter 
schooner 

4e 

49 
59 

T.  B.  XohnsoU,  Esq. 
Sir  Percy  SheUey,  Bart. 
J.  Torater  Turner,  Esq. 

305 

1087 

Wildflie 

Coarse,  from  tbe  starting  yessel  moored  in  tbe  Tenby  Roads,  abreast 
of  tbe  Castle  Hill,  round  a  ressel  ancbored  off  Pendine,  tbence  keeping 
ontside  of  tbe  Woolbouse  rocks  round  Caldy  and  St.  Margaret's  Island, 
and  returning  tbrougb  tbe  Soond  abreast  of  Giltar  Point  (keeping  out- 
side tbe  Sker  Rock)  to  tbe  starting  vessel.     Twice  roan  J. 

Tbe  greatest  interest 'prevailed  witb  respect  to  tbis  race,  owing  to  tbe 
well-known  capabilities  of  tbe  yacbts.  Tbe  Amazon  baving  been  twice 
tbe  winner  of  tbe  Tbames  cup,  tbe  Extravaganza,  among  other  winnings, 
having  won  Prince  Albert's  cup  in  1856,  at  tbe  R.T.S.  Regatta,  and 
tbe  Wildfire  carried  off  tbe  prize  at  tbe  last  Tenby  Regatta. 

Tbe  signal  for  sailing  was  fired  at  lib.  50m.,  when  off  they  swept 
Bke  ^*  things  of  life,''  tbe  crew  of  tbe  Amazon  displaying  the  greatest 
activity  in  spreading  sail ;  tbe  Amazon  went  off  with  a  slight  Iead» 
which  she  continued  to  improve.  They  rounded  the  starting  vessel 
each  time  in  the  following  order :-— 


Amazon^ • 

nrst  soond. 
h.       m.       s. 
2            ^        0 
2            5        0 
2           19        0 

SeooodBoaad. 

1l       m.        8. 
4        50          0 

4        SO        90 

wiwflre:: ......;:.....,...............; 

5          9          0 

The  Amaion  was  thus  a  winner  by  about  2  minutes;  1}  minotee 
being  allowed  by  tbe  Extravaganza.  The  Wildfire  on  going  Uie  tfeoond 
round  stock  on  a  bank  of  sand  (known  as  the  White  Baidc)  for  aboot  10 
minutes,  the  Amazon  also  grazed  the  same  baink.    The  viotOr  was  bttled 
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with  IttoA  dieen^  the  band  al  the  same  time  atraek  np  <<  See  the  Con- 
qaefing  Heio  CometL**  From  whaterer  oauae  we  know  not,  but  one 
thing  is  very  clear,  the  Wildfire  did  not  sail  as  well  this  year  as  last. 

Seeand  Aoes.— A  Silyer  Cnp^  or  Purse  of  Sorereigns,  ralue  £10, 
ht  feor-oared  gigs,  not  ezcee£ng  SO  feet  m  length,  to  be  rowed  by 
gentlemen  amateurs.  For  this  race  there  were  no  entries  as  was  appro- 
henoed  beroro. 

Tkird  iScMS.— A  Priie  of  £5  fer  fbur-oared  gigs,  not  to  exceed 
26  feet  in  lengA.  For  this  race  the  three  following  started  :— Falcon, 
George  Stnbba^  coxswain ;  Elizabeth,  William  Johns,  coxswain ;  Lucy, 
John  Jones^  coxswain.  This  was  a  very  good  race,  the  Elizabeth  going 
off  with  a  slight  lead,  but  the  crew  of  the  Falcon  put  on  a  little  extra 
steam,  passed  her,  and  held  the  lead  to  the  end. 

Fourth  Baee.'^A,  Rrize  of  £4  for  Seine  boats,  rowed  by  the  crews 
who  haye  fished  in  them  during  the  season.  The  following  boats  started 
€nr  tfiis  race«  and  came  in  the  following  order  : — Conqueror,  O.  Stubbs, 
eoxawain;  Mystery,  T.  Farsell,  coxswab;  Red,  White,  and  Blue, 
D.  Williams,  coxswain.  The  Conqueror  at  once  went  off  with  the  lead, 
doaety  followed  hy  the  Mystery,  the  crew  of  the  latter  boat  palling  in 
die  most  phieky  manner,  but  all  to  no  purpose. 

The  day's  prooeedmgs  terminated  with  a  duck  hunt,  fifteen  minutes 
bong  allowed  to  catch  the  duck.  Prize  lOs.  Thu  of  coarse  fell  to  the 
share  of  the  Mystery;  the  duck,  however,  much  to  the  amusement  of 
the  spectators,  entirely  baffled  his  pursuers^  and  after  dodg^g  them 
about  for  the  required  time^  the  gun  firedr-ithe  duck  won  the  priM-«*tbe 
day's  sport  was  ended,  and  the  spectators  returned  to  dieir  homes.  The 
Begatta  gave  great  satisfaction. 

An  Ordinary  was  held  at  the  Cobourg  Hotel  on  the  eyeoing  of  the 
the  Begatta,  and  was  well  attended.  A  Regatta  Ball  came  off  the 
same  night ;  dancing  was  kept  up  with  great  spirit  until  a  kte  hour. 

The  second  day,  Friday,  the  2nd  July,  commenced  with  a  prize  of 
£40,  open  to  all  yachts  of  any  yacht  dub  not  exceeding  40  tons,  nor 
less  than  15  tons  register.  Time  Race.  For  this  prize  four  yachts 
started:— 

NumkendM  im  ^«nfs  Univtnal  To^hi  IMfor  18A8. 


No 

TMlltt*H«BM 

Big 

Tons 

Owntri 

94 

entter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

80 
38 
85 
19i 

&radley,]Bsa. 
J.  C.  AtUns,  Esq. 

1096 

Vigilant t........... 

497 

Qluioe 

Major  Longfleld 

S5S 

Flirt...-. 

B.  H.  CBryen,  Bsq. 

H 

0,  7.— VOL.  vn. 

2r 

HUNT'S  TAGHTIKG  MAGAZINE. 


There  was  a  good  stiff  breese  (wldch  sent  the  gunwales  of  the  tacbg^ 
yachts  at  times  under  water)  added  to  the  exdtement  of  the  races. 

The  distance  for  tiiis  race  was  from  the  starting  Tessel  in  Tenbj 
Roads,  round  a  vessel  moored  off  Cannarthen  Bar,  thence,  rounding  the 
Woolhouse  Rocks,  to  the  starting  TesseL  Three  times  round  In  die 
first  race  and  twice  for  the  second. 

The  yachts  bowled  off— Vigilant  with  a  good  lead,  followed  by  BltM> 
Bell,  Flirt,  and  Glance :  the  last-named  vessel  soon  overhauled  the  Kne 
Bell  and  Flirt,  and  finally  arrived  the  winner.  The  yadits  rounded  the 
starting  vessel  as  follows  :«- 


Sirst  Bound. 

Second  Bound. 

Third  Boond. 

k.     m.      8. 

h.     m.     8. 

lu     m.     8. 

1      85      0   . 

2      56      0 

4       16    30 

I       37      0 

8         10 

4       34     30 

1       43    80 

3       16      0 

4      46      0 

1       46     30 

8      17      0 

4       46       1 

Olanoe < 

Vigilant. 

Mrt 

BlneBeU. 

A  most  exciting  race  was  kept  up  between  the  Flirt  and  the  Bloe 
Bell  for  the  tiiird  place,  the  Flirt  finally  beating  her  antagonist  by  littie 
more  tiian  a  length. 

Second  Raee^^A  prize  of  £15,  open  to  all  yachts  of  any  Royal  Yadii 
Club)  not  exceeding  20  tons  register.  Time  race.  For  this  race  was 
entered:^ 

Numbered  as  m  Hunfe  Uidvereal  Yaehi  lAstfot  185S. 


No. 


TadnteNanes* 


BJS. 


Tong. 


493  Imp 


359 
98S 


Elirt , 

Vesper..... 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


IS 

191 
16 


W.  B.  Morrison,  E^. 
H.  H.  O'Bryan^  Esv. 
Q.  A.  Bevan,  Esq. 


The  Vesper  did  not  start,  but  her  place  was  taken  by  a  small  yacht. 
The  Imp  carried  on  till  in  the  second  round,  having  carried  away  a  spar, 
she  was  obliged  to  relinquish  the  race. 


First  Bound. 

Second  Bound. 

h.    nu    8. 

h.    m.    8. 

1     43    30 

3    I&    0 

rart 

Third  iZoee.— A  price  of  £4,  for  four-oared  gigs,  not  to  exceed 
25  feet  in  length.  The  winnmg  boat  on  the  first  day  to  allow  time. 
Three  started,  and  came  in  in  the  folloiring  order :— Falcon,  George 
Stubbs,  coxswain  ;  Elizabeth,  William  Johns,  coxswain ;  Lucy,  Jdm 
Jones,  coxswiun. 

Fourth  Raee.'^A  priae  of  ^,  for  feur-oared  gigs,  not  to  exceed  25 
feet  in  lengtii.  Crews  to  contist  of  the  mechanics  of  Tenby.  No  raoe> 
there  being  only  one  entry. 
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FyA  HoM.— A  piiie  of  £2,  for  boats  belonging  to  yachts.  Two 
boaiks  started  belongbg  to  the  Amason  and  Extramganxa.  The  latter 
boftt  won. 

The  da/s  amusement  was  woond  np  with  a  dnek  hunt  The  dock, 
as  before^  dererlj  aroided  the  gig's  crew,  and  won  the  prize  easily. 

During  the  afternoon,  by  the  kind  permission  of  the  Life  Boat  Com- 
mittee>  the  life  boat  belonging  to  this  station  was  exercised  under  the 
eommand  of  Mr.  Parrott,  the  coxswain.  The  sail  being  hoisted,  three 
of  the  crew  ascended  the  mast  The  boat  was  then  heeled  on  one  side^ 
tamed  over,  and  after  performing  a  rerolotion  immediately  righted,  and 
the  men  scrambled  into  the  boat.     In  righting  the  mast  broke  off. 

Captain  Manby's  apparatus  for  saving  life  from  shipwreck  was  also 
exhibited,  and  the  hawser  being  made  &st  on  the  Castle  Hill  and  St 
Catherine's  rock,  two  persons  were  hauled  across  in  the  cot 

The  attendance  of  yachts  at  the  Regatta  was  still  more  numerous 
than  on  the  first  day,  and  another  year  the  number  will  be  doubtless  still 
further  increased. 

One  thing  must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  on  a  future  occasion. 
The  "  cording"  off  of  a  large  portion  of  the  Castle  Hill  for  subscribers  of 
all  sums  above  10s.,  and  for  non-subscribers  on  payment  of  Is.,  while 
subscribers  of  5s,  were  debarred  from  crosHng  the  line,  was  rimply 
ridiculous  and  impolitic,  and  certainly  created  a  great  amount  of  dis- 
satis&otion. 

An  Ordinary  was  held  at  the  White  lion  on  the  evemng  of  the 
Regatta,  and  the  Regatta  Ball  was  attended  by  nearly  100  persons. 


BOTAL  THAMES  YACHT  CLUB  MATCHES. 

Wb  turned  out  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  inst  with  joyful  anticipations 
of  a  treat  of  the  first  order.  There  was  a  certain  appearance  in  the 
celestial  regions  that  portended  a  breezy  day.  The  wind  at  early  mom 
was  brisk  and  Uvely,— and  as  we  dwell  in  the  open  we  naturally  founded 
our  condosions  that  on  poor  iUused  Old  Thames  suffident  strength 
(5  or  6)  would  be  found  to  carry  us  to  the  Nore  with  the  gallant  fleet 
Many  besides  ourselves  appeared  confident  of  seemg  some  excellent 
manoauvring  with  the  largest  fleet  that  ever  started  on  the  Cockney 
waters,  but  a  sad  disappointment  awaited  us,  as  the  events  of  the  day 
will  prove. 

The  hour  of  starting  was  10  a.m.,  and  with  that  punctuality  which 
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all  dubs  woM  do  well  to  cqpj,  m%  steamed  from  London  Bridge  miei^ 
in  the  Sapphire,  inatead  of  Hiat  Queen  of  boati,  the  Frinee  of  Wales: 
why  the  change  was  made  after  doe  notice  given  we  cannot  conjecture. 
It  oonld  not  be  on  the  sooie  of  economy,  for  pennrinesa  and  miswly 
conduct  is,  or  was,  unknown  in  tins  great  CUnb.  If  it  was  cspriee  thai 
occasioned  the  change  it  is  modi  to  be  deplored.  Any  of  our  readers 
that  can  give  die  real  reraion  of  the  affiur  will  deserve  the  thanks  of  the 
members  generally  :  for  there  is  no  veasel  equal  to  the  Rrinoe  of  Wales 
for  comfort  and  accommodation  afloat 

We  never  felt  in  such  a  disposition  for  grambling  as  on  this  day.  It 
was  the  wrong  boat— no  wind,  he,  &e.,  that  gave  as  a  fit  of  Hie 
''  blues.''  By-the-by,  the  **  Blues"  (Horse  Guards)  band  endeavoured 
by  the  musiod  strains  of  ^  Oieer,  boys,  cheer,"  to  rouse  a  joyous  spirit 
among  the  passengers,  but  soma  considerable  time  passed  away  'ere  they 
were  sncoessiuL  We  anived  at  Erith,  and  found  the  foSowing  yachts 
moored  in  three  lines  to  contend  for  the  respective  priies. 
8B0on>  CiJLS8,*Szceeding  SO  and  not  exceeding  S5 1 


No. 


Yaohte  NamM. 


Big. 

Tons. 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

91 
23 
S5 
27 
25 
21 

OvBcn. 


1078 
1256 
721 
218 
865 
741 


Whiner.... 

Zaleiks. 

Oriole 

Dart 

Silver  Star . 
Fearl 


B.  Greenbiil,  Biq. 
H.  Smith,  Esq. 
J.  O.  Hepburn,  Esq. 
J.  Clark,  Esq. 
J.  Mann,  Esq. 
Hon.  A.  Anne8le7 

TsoBD  Class.— Erceediug  12  and  not  exceedhig  20  tons. 


639|1fldge I  cutter 

976  Vampire cutter 


IS 
20 


Capt  J.  B.  CommereQ 
IChas.  Wheeler,  jun.,  Esq. 


FouxTH  Class.— 7  and  not  exceeding  12  tons. 


965|Undine^ 

621  Julia..... 

1036  Violet.. 

280  Emily  .. 


CUttOT 

cutter 
cutter 
sloop 


B.  Searle,  Esq. 
P,  Turner,  Esq. 
Bidbt.  Hon.  Lord  de  Bos 
B.  Hewitt,  Egq. 


The  Staunch  and  Quiver  were  entered  but  did  not  appear  at  their  moorings. 
The  reason  of  the  former  not  starting  according  to  the  information  denTcd 
from  her  owner,  was  in  consequence  of  a  new  suit  of  sails  winch  he  had 
ordered  not  being  ready. 

The  course  was  from  Erith  to  the  Nore  for  the  second  dass,  and  to  the 
Chapman  Light  for  the  third  and  fourth  dasaes,  but  in  eoiweqnence  of  the 
length  of  time  occuped  in  the  voyage  down,  it  was  found  necessary  to  ahorten 
the  course  for  all,— -and  the  steamer  dropped  her  mud«hook  some  two  miles 
above  the  Chapman. — ^But  we  are  getting  ahead  of  our  work. 

After  the  several  craft  had  been  inspected  by  the  flag-officers,  the  noble 
Commodore  gave  the  orders  to  fire  the  preparatory  gun  at  llh.  SOul,  and 
about  four  minutes  after  the  start  took  place.    We  have  often  remarked  the 
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beautiftil  i^ipeaniiee  of  a  fleet  of  yachts  waiting  for  the  sSgnal  to  hoist  their 
fleecy  canntf,  and  we  never  remember  any  occanon  idien  the  scene  presented 
to  the  view  ao  line  a  picture. — ^The  crew  of  twelve  yachts  standing  with 
ropes  in  hand,  with  their  eyes  tnmed  towards  the  signal  vessel,  like  so  many 
gladiators,  ^waithig  for  the  signal  to  commence  the  onslaught,  will  be  long 
remembered  by  those  who  delight  in  treasuring  the  incidents  of  a  yacht 
match. 

Scarcely  had  the  sound  been  heard  when  those  statue-like  men  were  all  in 
motion,  and  the  wings  of  the  pretty  coursers  were  opened  for  flight.  They 
all  canted  at  neaily  the  same  moment^the  Violet  showing  the  greatest 
alacrity,  being  the  first  covered — the  Oriole  in  the  first  class  displayed  con- 
nderable  smartness — ^but  the  Dart  shot  ahead  for  a  brief  space,  when  the 
Pearl,  after  shaking  out  her  topsail,  overhauled  and  passed  her.  Whisper, 
Zuleika,  Vampire,  and  Violet  appeared  the  favorites  of  the  **  betting  men." 
The  Whisper  was  sluggish  at  starting,  as  was  also  the  Silver  Star,  the  latter 
being  apparently  much  hampered  in  setting  her  mainsail.  The  Vampire's 
canvas  was  up  like  lightning,  and  she  gracefully  bade  adieu  to  large  and 
amall  competitors,  and  was  below  Stone  Ness  when  the  other  vessels  passed 
Porfleet  in  the  following  order: — Midge,  Pearl,  Silver  Star,  Julia,  Emily, 
Violet,  Dart,  Zuleika,  Whisper,  Oriole,  and.  Undioe  bringing  up  the  rear. 
in  this  order  they  proceeded  with  the  wind  calm  and  quiet  until  they  drifted 
some  way  down  Long  Reach,  when  the  ^ver  Star,  feeling  a  sudden  puff, 
gare  the  go-by  to  Peari,  and  it  became  a  pretty  match.  In  passing  down 
Fidler*s  Reach  the  Silver  Star  and  Pearl  passed  the  Midge,  and  on  rounding 
Bowness  Point  the  Pearl  and  Silver  Star  had  a  sharp  bout  for  supremacy, 
when  the  former's  bowsprit  came  rather  too  close  to  latter,  she  had  to  let  go 
her  jibsbeet  to  prevent  a  fold.  The  manesuvre  did  not  succeed— the  Silver 
Star  still  led  aU  except  Vampire,  which  kept  so  far  ahead  as  to  be  frequently 
eot  of  range  of  our  Dolland.  In  passing  down  Gravesend  Beach  the  Emily 
and  Violet  were  antagonistic,  and  many  attempts  made  by  the  former  to  pass 
ere  she  succeeded.  The  Dart  and  Oriole  bad  a  contest  when  they  went  by 
the  Midge. 

In  Lower  Hope  a  slight  breeze  sprung  up,  and  the  Pearl  weathered  the 
Star  and  was  not  again  beaded.  It  now  began  to  get  near  the  slack,  and  the 
wind  being  light  and  vsrying,  it  was  resolved  to  dssh  away  for  the  Chapman, 
and  two  miles  above  which  the  steamer  waited  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  which 
the  time  will  show  was  in  a  straggling  order : — 


Vampire............  ••. 

Pearf-    

h.    m.    s. 
2     31     26 

Whisper.. 

h.  UL  a. 
2    52    30 

Zuleika 

fi    88    20 

Emily 

Violet  •......•.•••••. 

Dart.^ ^ 

Oriole. 

2     41       5 

2     44     46 

3    27    35 

3    54    22 

Mdge 

2     46     50 

Undine 

3    56     14 

The  rounding  was  a  most  tedious  affiedr,  there  being  a  diffbrence  between 
the  first  and  last  vessels  of  Ih.  38m.  44s.    The  sea  was  like  a  mill  pond  for- 
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tonately  for  the  ladies,  m  lying  at  anchor  for  two  hours  in  rough  weather 
makes  them  feel  poorlj.  The  Pearl  after  rounding  laid  well  to  her  work, 
the  Silyer  Star  changed  topsails :  the  Dart  was  smartly  turned,  and  appeared 
to  gain  on  the  Star.  The  Midge  close  up  to  the  Oriole,  but  could  not  pass 
her,  and  eveotually  fell  off  although  she  persevered  to  the  finish.  The 
Whisper  and  Zuleika  were  expected  to  hold  a  better  position  in  the  race, 
and  when  we  call  to  mind  their  deeds  of  former  years  we  can  only  sty  the 
day  was  altogether  against  their  sailing  powers.  The  Emily  came  up  hand 
over  hand  to  pass  before  Zuleika,  but  coming  too  close  in  anticipation  of 
just  rounding  inside  of  her  laiger  sister,  and  the  pilot  forgetting  the  change 
of  tide,  she  cut  it  too  fine,  and  had  to  make  a  short  board  before  rounding 
at  alL  The  Zuleika  therefore  got  away,  for  a  time.  Violet  struggled  hard 
to  get  round  before  she  succeeded,  and  the  Julia*s  task  was  more  irksome 
than  any  of  the  former,  and  at  one  time  it  was  thought  she  would  '*  cut  it,** 
but  a  slight  breeze  filled  her  sails,  and  she  was  followed  closely  round  by 
Undine. 

The  steamer  now  turned  her  bow  homewards,  and  we  picked  up  the  yachts 
in  the  order  they  rounded.  Little  more  can  be  said,  except  the  Emily  gave 
the  Zuleika  the  go-by,  and  was  first  of  her  class.  The  Julia  came  up  with 
Violet  off  Tilbury,  and  passed  her ;  a  sharp  match  then  took  place,  the 
latter  off  Grays  recovering  her  position,  but  the  Jalia  again  came  to  the  at- 
tack, and  a  severe  struggle  through  St.  Clement's  Beach,  finished  by  the 
latter  getting  ahead  and  gaining  second  place  in  her  dass.  The  flag  buoy 
off  Eritb  was  rounded  as  follows  :— 

h.  m  s.|                                           h.  nu    a. 

Vampire  (winner). 6  14  25lWhisp6r 7  10 

Pearl  (winner).. 6  19  20|Smily  (winner). 7  10    45 

SUverStar 6  22  dOZuleUca 7  12    40 

Dart 6  24  29'jnlia. 7  36    25 

Oriole..... 6  43  40|Violet 7  39     45 

Bfidge 6  49  30| 

The  Pearl  received  a  beautiful  silver  gilt  vase,  value  £40 ,  Vampire,  a 
silver  gilt  jog,  value  £40;  Emily,  a  silver  cup  and  wsiter,  value  £30;  and 
Julia,  a  silver  tankard,  value  £10,  as  second  yacht  in  the  fourth  dass.  No 
sec  and  prizes  were  given  in  second  and  third  chtss. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  say  something  of  the  contending  yachts.  The  Pearl 
(formerly  Rose  of  York)  was  built  by  Wanhill,  and  won  a  prize  at  Hull  last 
year.  Vampire  is  so  well  known  as  an  universal  winner  that  we  need  not 
say  more  than  she  was  built  by  Hatcher.  The  Emily  is  much  improved 
since  we  saw  her  last  year,  and  will  become  a  better  ikvorite.  She  is  a 
curious  looking  craft  about  the  hull,  bdng  of  great  breadth.  The  Julia  is 
the  old  fiivorite  crack,  but  has  been  rather  unlucky  the  last  year  or  so.  The 
Whisper  is  known  on  Thames  as  a  safe  boat,  but  on  this  occasion  she,  as 
well  as  the  once  celebrated  Zuleika,  (the  wmner  of  many  prizes)  exhibited 
none  of  those  superlative  powers  that  advanced  their  names  years  gone  by. 
The  Silver  Star  is  a  long  narrow  vessel,  and  although  not  a  winner  on  thia 
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ooca^oD,  yet  she  is  much  improTed  lince  her  first  appearance  last  year.  The 
Dart  we  are  not  acquainted  with,  although  firom  her  appearance  she  is  no 
'*  chicken."  The  Midge  is  an  old  hoat,  and  we  understand  has  won  leveral 
prises,  but  here  she  is  unknown  to  us.  The  Violet  has  changed  owners,  she 
was  hoilt  for  Mr.  J.  C.  Kirby,  by  Aldous,  and  has  won  nine  prizes.  The 
Oriole  was  buUt  by  Inman,  and  we  believe  this  is  her  firit  essay  as  a  racer. 
The  Undine  still  requires  more  alterations  as  a  match  boat. 

It  would  be  unjust  to  comment  on  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  yachts 
engaged  this  day,  for  there  was  no  wind  to  show  their  respective  powers,  and 
therefore  we  will  sum  up  by  laying  that  all  did  their  best  under  almost  a 
dead  calm  throughout  the  day. 

It  was  late  when  the  steamer  arrived  at  London  Bridge  with  the  passen- 
gers, fttigued  with  their  long  dull  voyage. 


THE  LATE  SAILING  MATCH  AT  BIRKENHEAD. 

As  ouB  account  was  the  same  as  Beffs  Life  we  consider  it  but  strict  justice 
to  insert  the  following: — 

Mr.  Editor. — Obserring  in  your  remarks  on  the  Birkenhead  Regatta,  that 
took  place  on  June  5th,  ^^that  through  an  injudicious  tack  made  by  the 
Meta  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  she  lost  the  advantage  up  to  that  time  of 
the  quality  she  possessed  over  the  other  boats,  of  being  aUe  to  sail 
closer  to  the  wind,**  I  beg  to  correct  what  I  conceive  to  be  a  misstate- 
ment. Instead  of  losing,  she  gained  by  the  move ;  for  this  reason :  on  the 
Lancashire  shore  there  is  a  place  caUed  Knotshole,  where  the  fiagboat  was 
placed,  and  it  is  well  known  that  whether  the  tide  is  ebbing  or  flowmg, 
it  runs  much  stronger  there  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Mersey,  the  prin* 
cipal  cause  being  the  great  depth  of  water,  about  15  or  20  feet  at  low  water. 
AfVer  rounding  first  time  the  fiag-boat  at  Brombro*  Pool,  it  being  then  about 
two  hours  and  a  half  fiood,  the  Snake,  followed  by  the  Charm,  struck  straight 
across  for  the  fiag-boat,  opposite  the  Dingle,  in  ELnotshole,  running  close  in 
and  taking  short  tacks,  thereby  baring  to  beat  and  contend  with  the  full 
strength  of  the  tide  in  the  endeavour  to  round  the  fiag-boat ;  whereas  the 
Meta,  by  going  about  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  had,  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, only  to  contend  with  the  tide  at  a  depth  of  from  six  to  seven  feet, 
there  being  banks  at  this  part  of  the  river,  the  greater  part  of  its  breadth, 
by  that  means  being  able  to  get  much  forther  to  windward  in  the  same  time 
than  the  others.  To  show  the  correctness  of  this  riew,  I  have  only  to  refer 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  boats  were  handled  the  second  time  round,  when 
the  tide  was  ebbing.  The  whole  of  them  took  advantage  of  the  strength  of 
tide  in  Knotshole,  by  taking  short  tacks  there,  much  shorter  than  they  did 
after  rounding  the  flag- boat,  and  it  was  owing  principally  to  the  superior 
mamier  in  which  the  Snake  was  managed  there  that  she  able  to  show  to 
windward  of  the  Charm  shortly  after  rounding  the  flag-boat*    I  do  not  mean 
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that  there  was  anj  wilftil  miemanagemeot ;  on  the  eontiwj,  I  Mak  the  men 
did  everything  thej  ocmld  to  wio,  and  deeerve  ewery  praise  for  the  able  man- 
ner in  which  they  (the  boats,)  were  generally  managed;  and  it  waa,  aa  your 
reporter  eaysy  ^  one  of  the  beat  and  fiiirly  eonteated  matches  that  ever  came 
off  on  the  Mersey.** 

Toon^  fte., 

A  LOVBB  OV  FaEB  Ft4T* 

Liverpool,  Jvne  120,  IS6S. 


BBGATTAS  AND  BIATCHES. 

JuLT  la^  14.^Boyal  Cork  Yacht  Clab  Begatta. 
15.— King't  Lynn  Boadstead  Regatta 
16.— Kinsale  Begatta 

sa— Boyal  London  Tacht  Clnb  Sailing  Match,  Third  Class,  from  Brith 
to  Coal  Houie  Point  and  back  to  Greenwich.    Entries  close  Joly 
12th. 
21, 22.— Boyal  St  George's  Tacht  Club,  Dublin  Bay  BegatU 
22.— Great  Tarmonth  Begatta 
22.— Boyal  Southern  Tacht  Club  Begatta 
28.— ^yde  Model  Tacht  Club  Regatta  at  Rothsay 
27,— Port  of  Fljrmouth  Royal  Regatta 
28.— Banelagh  Taeht  Club  Sailing  Match 
28,  S9.^Ii]e  of  Man  Regatta,  Doughs  Bay 
22,  sa^-Boyal  Torkshh-e  Yacht  Qub  Begatta 
Ave.  2.— Boyal  Tacht  Squadron— Prince  Consort's  Cup 
2— Boyal  Welsh  Tacht  Club  Begatta 
2, 8— Barrow  Begatta  i  Piel  of  Foudray  ;  Morecarobe  Bay 
4— Boyal  Tacht  Squadron— Her  Majesty's  Cup 
6— Boyal  Tacht  Squadron— Emperor  Napoleon's  Cup 
10— Dartmouth  Boyal  Regatta 
10, 11— Royal  Thames  National  Regatta 
12— Boysl  Victoria  Tacht  Club  RegatU  commences 
12— Boston  Tacht  Club  Regatta 

18— Clyde  Model  Tacht  Club  Corinthian  Match  at  Largs 
18— Royal  Victoria  Tacht  Club  Boat  Races 
14<-  "  **  Cutter  Match,  prises  J^SO  and  £10,  and 

Mr.  Broadwood'a  Cup  for  schooners 
18—  *"  **  Sailing  Mak^l  Mr.  Turner^  prise^XlOOi 

open  to  all 
20— Torbay  Boyal  Beg«tta 
25, 26— Boyal  Western  Taoht  aub  Begatta 

26,  27— Boyal  Northern  Tacht  Qub  Begatto  on  the  C^da 

27,  28— City  of  Glasgow  Boyal  Slag  Begatta 

Sbpt.   8— Clyde  Model  Tacht  Club  Challenge  Cw^  Match  at  Pnnoon 

All  communications  to  be  addressed  to  6,  New  Church  Street,  N,  W.,  1 
HUNT.  Printer,  6,  Ntw  Cluwali  StmS  Mffwaiv  BmuI,  V.wT 


HUNT'S 

YACHTING  MAGAZINE. 


AUGUST,  1868. 


ROYAL  WESTERN  YACHT  CLUB  OF  IRELAND,  AND 
ST.  GEORGE'S  ENSIGN. 

In  our  last  namber  we  made  a  few  remarks  respecting  the  privilege 
of  the  Royal  Westerns  to  hoist  this  flag,  and  by  the  accompanying 
copies  of  official  documents,  received  from  that  club,  the  truth  of  our 
assertions  is  fully  borne  out. 

The  right  to  wear  a  White  Ensign,  with  the  distinguishing  device 
of  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland,  was  granted  to  the 
club  under  the  Admiralty  Warrant  dated  6th  February,  1832,  and 
has  been  worn  by  the  yachts  of  the  Royal  Westeinn  Yacht  Club  of 
Ireland  from  that  period  to  the  present. 

The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  by  letter  under  date  of  the  26th  June, 
1858,  without  any  previous  notice  to  the  members,  have  apprized  the 
club  that  their  Lordships  are  induced  to  cancel  the  Warrant  autho- 
rising the  clnb  to  wear  the  White  Ensign. 

In  that  letter  they  refer  to  a  restriction  issued  by  the  Admiralty 
in  the  year  1842,  of  the  privil^e  of  wearing  the  White  Ensign  to  all 
except  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron,  and  that  an  intimation  was  given 
&t  that  time,  to  that  effect,  to  all  other  Yacht  Clubs  wearing  the 
Ensign,  save  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland,  which  their 
Lordships  state,  received  no  intimation,  in  consequence  of  no  sepa- 
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rate  Warrants  havmg  been  issued  to  any  yachts  belonging  to  that 
club.  And  their  Lordships*  letter  then  assumes,  that  the  privilege 
of  wearing  the  flag  was  under  the  restriction,  1842,  withdrawn  from 
the  club,  or  worn  by  the  club  without  the  sanction  of  the  Admiralty, 
until,  as  their  Lordships  say,  in  the  year  1853,  *'  The  Boyal  West- 
ern Yacht  Club  of  Ireland  succeeded  in  obtaining  permission  from 
the  Admiralty  to  wear  the  White  Ensign." 

Their  Lordships  seem,  however,  to  have  overlooked  the  fact,  that 
the  privilege  of  the  Boyal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland  to  wear 
the  White  Ensign  was  not  only  not  withdrawn  from  the  club  in 
1842,  but  that  privilege  seems  to  have  been  specially  reserved  to  the 
club,  at  and  subsequently  to  1 842,  as  appears  by  their  Lordships^ 
letter,  under  date  of  the  30th  July,  1849,  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  club,  in  which  their  Lordships  are  pleased  to  direct  their  Lord- 
ships' Secretary  to  say; — "  I  am  commanded  by  my  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty  to  acquaint  you  that  the  following  dis- 
tinguishing flags  have  not  been  wUhdravm  from  the  Boyal  Western 
Yacht  Club  of  Ireland. 

*'  Ensign. — ^White,  with  Red  Cross,  a  Crown  in  the  centre,  sur- 
rounded with  a  Wreath  of  Shamrock,  and  a  Union  at  the  head  of 
the  Ensign. 

"  Burgee. — ^White,  and  Red  Cross,  with  the  same  device." 

That  communication,  it  is  submitted,  not  only  evidences  that  there 
was  a  special  reservation  of  the  restriction  of  1842  in  favour  of  the 
Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland ;  but  is  in  itself  a  canfimuUion 
of  the  Warrant  of  1832. 

Their  Lordships'  letter  of  the  26th  June,  1858,  is  entirely  silent 
as  to  this  state  of  facts,  in  connection  with  the  privilege  of  the  club ; 
and  it  is  therefore  to  be  presumed,  that  their  Lordships  overlooked, 
or  were  uninformed  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  Admi- 
ralty letter  of  the  30th  July,  1849,  when  coming  to  the  conclusion 
stated  in  their  Lordships'  letter  of  the  26th  June,  1858. 

The  subject  of  the  privily  of  the  club  to  wear  the  White  Ensign 
was  again  brought  under  the  notice  oi  their  Lordships  in  the  year 
1853;  and  in  a  communication  from  the  Admiralty,  addressed  to 
the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland,  under  date  of  the  29th 
April,  1853,  afVer  acknowledging  the  letter  of  the  club,  requesting  to 
be  allowed  to  continue  to  carry  the  St.  Greorge's  White  Ensign,  their 
Lordships  were  pleased  to  say,  that  under  the  special  circumstances 
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of  the  case,  they  would  allow  the  White  Ensign  to  be  retained  by  the 
Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland,  as  sanctioned  by  the  Admi- 
ralty Warrant  of  the  6th  February,  1832. 

And  by  the  Admiralty  letter  of  the  2nd  May,  1853,  in  pursuance 
and  confirmation  of  that  privilege,  their  Lordships  forwarded  seventy- 
three  separate  Warrants  to  Yacht  Owners  of  the  Club,  and  have  con- 
tinued to  grant  such  Warrants  to  the  present  time. 

In  July,  1 853,  the  question  of  the  privilege  of  the  club  to  weai 
the  White  Ensign  was  made  the  subject  of  a  motion  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  by  one  of  the  Honourable  Members  of  that  House,  when 
upon  the  explanation  of  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  James  Graham, 
then  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  of  the  *'  circumstances  of  the  case" 
"  and  that  it  was  an  error  in  supposing  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron 
of  England  ever  had  the  exclusive  right  of  wearing  the  White  Ensign; 
that  King  Wiliiam  lY.  had  granted  the  Ensign  to  the  Royal  West- 
ern Yacht  Club  of  Ireland,  who  have  since  worn  it,  and  that  a  recent 
application  to  the  Admiralty  to  revoke  the  Warrant  had  been  re* 
fused," — the  Motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  after  such  frequent  confirmations 
of  the  Warrant  of  1832,  particularly  that  of  the  House  of  Commons 
in  July,  1853,  the  club  had  hoped  that  without  some  grave  offence 
being  alleged  on  the  part  of  the  club  in  connection  with  the  flag,  the 
privilege  would  have  been  uninterruptedly  continued  to  them ;  and 
therefore  consider  that  they  have  much  cause  to  complain  of  the  com- 
munication conveyed  to  them  by  their  Lordships*  letter  of  the  26th 
June,  1858,  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  privilege,  without  any  intima- 
tion whatever,  or  assigning  any  reason  or  cause  on  their  Lordships* 
part  for  the  course  they  have  adopted,  save  those  which  had  been 
discussed,  and  decisions  arrived  at,  as  may  be  fairly  inferred,  that 
under  the  special  circumstances  of  the  caae,  as  mentioned  in  their 
Lordships'  letter  of  the  29th  April,  1853,  that  the  Royal  Western 
Yacht  Club  of  Ireland  did  not  come  within  the  restriction  of  the  Ad- 
mindty  circular  of  1842. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  while  the  Royal  Squadron  of  England 
letain  the  White  Flag,  which  it  has  been  shewn  by  the  letters  of  the 
Lords  Commissoners  was  not  granted  to  them  as  an  exclusive  privilege, 
H  would  be  a  measure  of  extreme  hardship  to  a  large  body  of  gentle- 
men in  no  wise  inferior  in  position  or  standing,  as  the  list  of  the 
Boyal  Western  Yacht  Club  will  shew,  and  who  have  enjoyed  it  now 
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for  a  period  of  twenty-six  years,  withdrawing  the  flag  from  tbe  club 
without  just  and  sufficient  cause. 

It  may  also  be  observed,  that  the  applications  of  the  St.  Gorge's 
and  Holyhead  Yacht  Clubs,  having  a  prospective  view,  can  scarcely 
be  called  a  fair  or  a  just  reason  why  a  club  which,  for  twenty-six 
years  has  laboured  to  throw  its  influence  towards  the  encouiagemetit 
of  the  maritime  interests  of  the  country,  should  be  selected  whereon 
to  inflict  what  the  members  thereof  cannot  otherwise  consider  then 
as  a  marked  disgrace. 

England  has  one  Club  enjoying  the  White  Ensign  (The  Royal 
Yacht  Squadron)  which  has  never  been  interfered  with ;  and  had 
that  privilege  been  withdrawn  from  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Olub 
of  Ireland  at  an  early  period,  they  feel  that  they  would  have  no  just 
cause  of  remonstrance,  but  now,  when  they  are  deprived  of  a  privi- 
ly enjoyed  without  interruption  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  they  t&A 
that  if  the  Lords  Comnussioners  acting  for  the  beneflt  of  the  mari- 
time interests  of  all  portions  of  Her  Majesty's  United  Kingdom, 
would  be  pleased  to  reconsider  their  decision,  before  causing  the  dis- 
solution of  a  club  of  upwards  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  gentle- 
men, numbering  on  their  list  one  hundred  and  thirty  yachts,  they 
would  avoid  establishing,  for  the  first  time,  a  precedent  which  cannot 
foil  in  proving  injurious,  by  weakening  the  confidence  of  those  who 
hold  Warrants  under  the  Admiralty. 

[OOPT.] 

No.  1.— Informing  the  Club  they  could  have  a  Red,  White,  or  Blue 

Ensign. 

AdmiraUjf  Office,  Jmmary  16M,  18^. 
Sir. — Sir  James  Graham  having  laid  before  the  Board  your  letter  of  tbe  10th 
instant,  transmitting  a  Memorial  addressed  to  His  Majesty  by  tbe  Members 
of  the  Western  Tacbt  Clab  of  Ireland,  I  am  commanded  by  my  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty  to  acquaint  yon,  that  yon  may  have  as  the  Flag 
for  this  club,  either  a  Red,  White,  or  Blue  Ensign,  with  such  device  within 
at  you  may  point  out,  but  that  their  lordships  eaonot  sBBction  tbe  introdvc- 
tion  of  a  new  colour  to  be  worn  by  British  ships. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  Servant, 

JoBir  Ba&row. 
Maunce  O'Connell,  E^i.,  up., 

26,  Parliament  Street. 
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[corr.] 

No.  2 — StatiDg  that  the  White  Ensign  had  not  been  withdrawn 

from  the  R.W. Y.C.  of  Ireland, 

Admiralty,  July  SOth,  1849. 

Sir. — Id  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  SOth  ult.,  I  am  commanded  by  my  Lords 

Commiasioneis  of  the  Admiralty  to  acqaaiDt  you,  that  the  followiug  dis- 

tioguishiog  Flags  have  not  been  withdrawn  from  the  Royal  Western  Yacht 

Club  of  Ireland:-— 

JEms^n. — White  and  Red  Cross,  a  Crown  in  the  centre,  surrounded  with 

a  wreath  of  Shamrock,  and  a  Union  at  the  head  of  the  Ensign. 

Burgee, — White  and  Red  Cross  with  the  same  derice. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  Serrant, 

W.  A.  B.  HAKtLTOir. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club, 

Tralee,  Ireland. 

[copy,] 

No.  3,--«ConfinDing  the  Privilege  to  the  Olub  in  1853. 

Admiralty,  AprU  29fA,  1853. 
Kr. — Haying  laid  before  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  your 
further  letter  of  the  31  at  instant,  requesting  that  the  Royal  Western  Yacht 
Club  of  Ireland  may  be  allowed  to  continue  to  carry  the  St.  George's  or 
White  Ensign  of  the  Fleet  with  the  distinguishing  matts  of  the  Club  thereon, 
instead  of  being  restricted  to  the  use  of  the  Blue  Ensign,  I  am  commanded 
by  their  Lordships  to  acquaint  you,  that  having  had  the  same  under  their 
consideration,  they  are  pleased,  under  the  special  circumstances  of  this  case, 
to  allow  of  the  White  Ensign  being  retained  by  this  Club,  as  sanctioned  by 
the  Admiralty  Warrant  of  the  6th  February,  1832;  and  Warrants  will  be 
shortly  made  out  lor  the  Yachts  mentioned  tn  the  List  which  was  enclosed 
in  your  former  letter  of  the  26th  ult.,  and  forwarded  to  you  when  ready. 

I  am. 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

R.  OSBORKB. 

M.  O'Connell,  Esq  ,  M.P.,  Reform  Club. 

[COPT,] 

Ho.  4, — Enclosing  Seventy-three  Warrants,  confirmatory  of  Letter 

No.  3. 

AdmiraUyy  May  2x4  1858. 
Sir. — With  reference  to  former  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  Warrants 
from  my  Lords  Commissionen  of  the  Admiralty,  authorising  the  Yachts 
belonging  to  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland  to  carry  the  St. 
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George*8  or  White  Ensign  of  the  Fleet,  I  am  commanded  by  their  Lordahipt, 
to  transmit  to  you  herewith  Warrants  for  the  seventy-three  yachts  named  in 
the  list  which  accompanied  yoar  letter  of  the  26th  March  last. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Tour  most  obedient  Servant, 

KObbohitb. 
hi,  O'Connell,  Esq.,  M.r.  Reform  Club. 

[copy.] 

No.  137.]  27'  Die  Julii,  1853.  1363 

Notice  given  on  Wednesday,  27th  July,  1853. 

3. — Mr.  Macartney,— On  the  Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House: — 

To  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  Warrant  having  been  lately  issued 
to  the  Commodore  and  Members  of  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ire- 
land by  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  granting  permission  to  the  Members  of 
that  Club,  to  carry  and  use  the  White  Ensign  of  the  Fleet  on  board  the 
vessels  of  that  body,  although  the  exclusive  privilege  to  use  such  White 
Ensign  had  been  accorded  to  the  Royal  Tacht  Squadron  of  England, 'by 
Warrant  issued  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty  in  June,  1829,  by  desire  of  his 
late  Majesty,  George  the  Fourth,  and  to  move  for  copies  of  the  following 
Papers  and  documents: — 

Copies  of  Warrant  issued  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty  in  the  month  of  May, 
or  June,  1829,  to  the  Commodore  and  Members  of  the  Royal  Yacht  Squad- 
ron, granting  to  the  Members  of  that  body  the  exclusive  privilege  to  carry 
and  use  the  White  Ensign  of  the  Fleet  on  board  their  yachts  and  vessels. 

Of  any  letter  or  application  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  from  the  Com- 
modore or  Officers  of  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland,  praying  to 
be  allowed  to  use  the  White  Ensign  of  the  Fleet  on  board  the  vessels  of  that 
Club. 

Of  any  Warrant  or  other  authority  from  the  Board  of  Admiralty  to  the 
Commodore  and  Members  of  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland, 
granting  permission  to  carry  and  use  the  White  Ensign  of  the  Fleet  od 
board  the  vessels  of  that  club. 

Of  Memorial  signed  by  the  Commodore  and  Vice -Commodore  of  the 
Royal  Yacht  Squadron  of  England,  and  presented  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
upon  the  19th  instant,  setting  forth  the  claim  of  that  body  to  the  exclusive 
privilege  having  been  already  granted  to  the  Members  to  carry  and  use  the 
White  Ensign  of  England  on  board  their  yachts  and  vessels. 

Of  reply  to  the  said  Memorial. 

And,  of  two  Letters  addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  bearing 
date  the  27th  and  28th  days  of  May,  1847,  to  the  Commodore  of  the  Royal 
St.  George's  i'acht  Club,  Kingstown,  granting  but  afterwards  rescinding, 
the  permission  to  the  Members  of  that  Club  to  carry  and  use  the  White 
Ensign  of  tbc  Fleet  on  board  their  yachts  and  vessels,  the  reason  assigned 
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for  80  leftdodiDg  such  permisnon  being  "that  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron  of 
England  bad  the  exclusive  priyilege  to  carrj  and  use  such  White  Ensign  of 
the  Fleet  on  board  their  vessels."    [Friday  29M  July."} 

Beport  of  the  ProceediDgs  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Mr. 
Macartn^'s  Motion. 

Tacht  Club  Flags. 

Mr.  Macartney  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  Warrant  having 
been  lately  issued  to  the  Commodore  and  Members  of  the  Royal  Western 
Yacht  Club  of  Ireland  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  granting  permission  to 
the  Members  of  that  Club  to  carry  and  use  the  White  Ensign  of  the  Fleet 
on  board  the  vessels  of  that  body,  although  the  exclusive  privilege  to  use 
such  White  Ensign  had  been  accorded  to  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron  of 
Engbind,  by  warrant  issued  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty  in  June,  1829,  by 
desire  of  his  late  Majesty,  George  IV. ;  and  moved  tor  copies  of  the  following 
papers  and  documents  : — Copies  of  Warrant  issued  by  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty in  the  month  of  May  or  June,  1829,  to  the  Commodore  and  Members 
of  the  Royal  Yacht  Club  Squadron,  granting  to  the  Members  of  that  body 
the  exclusive  privilege  to  carry  and  use  the  White  Ensign  of  the  Fleet  on 
board  their  yachts  and  vessels.  Of  any  letter  or  application  to  the  Board 
of  Admiralty  from  the  Commodore  or  Officers  of  the  Royal  Western  Yacht 
Club  of  Ireland,  praying  to  be  allowed  to  use  the  White  Ensign  of  the  Fleet 
on  board  the  vessels  of  that  Club.  Of  any  Warrant  or  other  Authority 
from  the  Board  of  Admiralty  to  the  Commodore  and  Members  of  the  Royal 
Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland,  granting  permission  to  carry  and  use  the 
White  Ensign  of  the  Fleet  on  board  the  vessels  of  that  Club.  Of  memorials 
signed  by  the  Commodore  and  Vice- Commodore  of  the  Royal  Yacht  Squad- 
ron of  England,  and  presented  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty  upon  the  1 9th 
inst.,  setting  forth  the  claim  of  that  body  to  the  exclusive  privilege  having 
been  already  granted  to  the  Members  to  carry  and  use  the  White  Ensign 
of  England  on  board  their  yachts  and  vessels.  Of  reply  to  the  said  Memo* 
rial,  and  of  two  letters  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  bearing 
date  the  27th  and  28th  days  of  May,  1847,  to  the  Commodore  of  the  Royal 
St.  George's  Yacht  Club,  Kigstown,  granting,  but  afterwards  rescinding, 
the  permission  to  the  Members  of  that  Club  to  carry  and  use  the  White 
Ensign  of  the  Fleet  on  board  their  yachts  and  vessels,  the  reason  assigned 
for  so  rescinding  such  permission  being  **  That  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron 
of  England  had  the  exclusive  privilege  to  carry  and  use  such  White  Ensign 
of  the  Fleet  on  board  their  Tessels." 

Sir  J.  Graham  observed,  that  if  an  uninformed  bystander  were  to  comment 
on  the  proceedings  of  that  house,  he  could  hardly  believe  that  the  formal 
decision  with  regard  to  our  Indian  Empire  was  the  subject  which  then 
awaited  their  decision,  when  they  had  been  occupied  first  with  considering 
what  was  the  fine  imposed  on  a  cabman^  and  now  what  should  be  the  colour 
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of  ihe  buotiiig  woro  bj  ceruio  jachta  (luar,  hear  aod  laughter.)  It  was 
in  his  judgmeiit,  a  proof  of  the  oaaoipotence  of  Parliameot,  as  showing  there 
was  Dothmg  so  great  which  it  was  not  equal  to  grapple  with,  and  nothing  ao 
little  that  it  would  not  stoop  to  consider  (hear,  hear.)  He  begged  to  saj 
that  the  honourable  Member  was  in  error  in  supposing  that  the  Royal  Yacht 
Squadron  of  England  ever  had  the  exclusiye  right  of  using  the  White  En- 
sign. When  he  was  at  the  Admiralty,  in  1832,  application  was  made  by 
certain  gentlemen  in  the  south-west  of  Ireland,  for  permission  to  carry  the 
White  Ensign  on  their  yachts.  King  William  IV.  granted  their  request,  and 
they  had  since  worn  the  white  bunting  with  a  shamrock.  An  application 
had  recently  been  made  to  the  Admiralty  to  revoke  their  warrant,  but  that 
application  had  not  been  assented  to.  He  was  quite  ready,  if  the  home 
desired  it,  to  lay  all  the  papers  on  the  table  (no,  no.) 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division,  and  the  original  motion,  lor 
the  adjournment  of  the  house  at  its  rising  until  Monday,  was  agreed  to. 

[OOPT.] 

Letter  Teceived  on  the  28th  Jane,  1858^  revoldiig  the  privilege  of 
carrying  the  White  Ensign. 

AdmirtO^,  Jwi^2Bik,  1856. 
Sir.— -I  am  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to 
acquaint  you,  that  having  recently  received  applications  from  the  Aoyal  St. 
George'e  Yacht  Club,  and  fh>m  the  Hoiyhead  Yacht  Club,  for  perauasion 
to  wear  the  White  £nsign  of  Her  Majesty's  Fleet,  with  a  distioguishing 
mark ;  they  have  referred  to  the  records  of  the  Admiralty  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  what  principle  has  hitherto  prevailed  in  deciding  on  such 
applications. 

Dt  appears  that  in  the  year  1842,  it  was  determined  to  restrict  the  privilege 
of  wearing  the  White  Ensign  to  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron,  to  which  it  had 
been  i^nted  as  a  special  favor  in  the  year  1829,  and  that  the  several  Yacht 
Clubs  affected  by  this  decision,  and  to  which  the  necessary  separate  Warranta 
bad  been  issued,  were  informed  accordingly,  but  that  no  such  notification  waa 
nade  to  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland,  because  at  that  time  no 
separate  Warrant  had  ever  been  af^lied  ibr  or  issued  to  any  Yacht  belong- 
ing to  that  Club,  and  without  twsh  separate  Warrants,  no  vessels  is  entitled 
to  hoist  an  eKceptieual  Flag. 

It  also  appears  that,  in  the  year  18d3,  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of 
Ireland  succeeded  in  obtaining  permission  froi9  the  Admiralty  to  wear  ibp 
White  Ensign,  and  that  since  that  period  separate  Warrants  to  that  ^fect 
have  been  from  time  to  time  issued. 

My  Lords,  in  ^HMwidering  the  applications  above  re^rred  to,  from  the 
Royal  fit.  Georgels  and  fbom  the  ilolyhead  Yacht  Clubs,  with  inference  to 
this  departure  from  the  principle  laid  down  in  1842,  conceived  that  they  had 
to  deteimiiie  whether  they  would  esuend  the  right  of  wearing  the  White 
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Enngn  to  all  Yacht  Gubs  seeking  that  distinction  in  common  with  the 
Royal  Western  Yacht  Clab  of  Ireland,  or  whether  they  would  revert  to  the 
Bule  established  in  1842,  by  which  that  privilege  was,  for  special  reasons, 
restricted  to  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron. 

After  full  consideration  of  this  question,  my  Lords  have  decided  on  the 
latter  alternative,  and  in  accordance  with  this  decision,  they  have  cancelled 
the  Warrant  authorising  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland  to  wear 
the  White  Ensign,  but  they  have  signed  a  general  Warrant  for  the  vessels  of 
that  Club  to  wear  the  Blue  Ensign  of  Her  Majesty's  Fleet,  with  the  distinc- 
tive device  of  the  Club,  as  hitherto  worn  on  the  White  Ensign,  and  they  will 
be  prepared  to  furnish  separate  Warrants  to  the  several  Yachts  respectively, 
on  receiving  a  list  of  the  same  for  that  purpose. 

My  Lords  trust  that,  as  the  Blue  Ensign  is  not  allowed  to  be  worn  by 
Merchant  vessels,  it  will  be  equally  acceptable  to  the  Members  of  the  Club. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 
(Signed,)  U.  Cohrt. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the 

Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland. 

[COPT,] 

Bj  the  Commissioners  for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admi- 
ral of  the  ITnited  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  &c. 

Whereas  we  deem  it  expedient  that  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  Royal 
Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland,  shall  be  permitted  to  wear  the  Blue  Ensign 
of  Her  Majesty's  Fleet,  on  board  their  respective  vessels,  with  the  distinctive 
mark  of  the  Club,  as  hitherto  worn  on  the  White  Ensign. 

We  do  therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  vested  in  us,  csncel 
the  permission  to  wear  the  White  Ensign,  and  hereby  authorise  the  Blue 
Enttgn  of  her  Majesty's  Fleet,  with  the  distinctive  marks  of  the  Club,  to  be 
worn  on  board  the  respective  vessels  belonging  to  the  Royal  Western  Yacht 
Club  of  Ireland  accordingly. 

Given  under  Our  Hands,  and  the  Seal  of  the  Office  of  Admiralty,  the  26th 
day  of  June,  1858. 

(Signed)  W.  F.  Mabtih. 

Alex.  Milne. 
By  Command  of  their  Lordships, 

(Signed,)  H.  Cobbt. 

Letter  from  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland  to  the  Editor 
of  Hunt's  Yachting  Magazine. 

Sir.— With  reference  to  a  letter  published  in  Saunder's  News  Letter  this  day, 
purporting  to  be  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  to  the  Earl  of  Wilton, 
stating  that  the  Warrants  authorising  the  vessels  of  the  Royal  Western 
Yacht  Club  of  Ireland  to  carry  the  White  Ensign  had  been  cancelled,  I  am 
HO.  8.— VOL.  VII.  2  R 


298  hunt's  yachting  magazine. 

directed  to  inform  you  that  Sir  John  Pakington,  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, in  reply  to  a  deputation  that  waited  on  him  on  the  9th  inatant, 
atated  that  the  subject  should  be  re-eonsidered,  and  in  the  meantime  the 
vessels  of  the  club  have  the  authority  of  the  Admiralty,  by  letter,  dated  the 
loth  of  July  1858,  to  continue  to  carry  the  Ensign. 

(By  order,)  Jomc  Goan. 

Royal  Western  Tacht  Club,  AsM.  Sec. 

Jvly  letA,  1858. 

It  would  be  premature  and  impolitic  to  enter  any  further  into  the 
subject  pending  the  result  of  the  decision  of  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty,  but  when  that  is  ascertained,  the  Royal  Yacht 
Squadron  should,  in  justice  to  themselves,  explain  what  steps  they 
took  in  this  attempt  to  deprive  the  members  of  the  Royal  Western 
Yacht  Club  of  Ireland  of  their  long-enjoyed  privilege. 


KINSALE  REGATTA. 


The  morning  of  the  16th  of  July  ushered  in  one  of  die  loveliert  days  ever 
known,  with  a  capital  breeze  and  the  fineness  of  the  day  never  changed. 
During  the  early  part  of  the  morning  the  committee  were  most  busj  in 
arranging  the  flag-boats,  the  quay,  8ec.  Shortly  after  eight,  H.  M.  S. 
Advice  and  the  Admiral's  yacht  Gipsy  arrived  from  Queenstown,  the 
cutter  Eliza  having  anchored  the  previous  evening  from  the  Sbannon. 
These  vessels  immediately  dressed  themselves,  as  also  many  other 
hookers  and  small  yachts  that  were  in  harbour. 

Hookers. — ^Time  race,  half  minute  per  ton ;  IDs.  entrance ;  priae  £10 ; 

Mary  Dawson,  27  tons,  Mr.  D.  Dawson;  ScUly  Girl,  19  tons,  Mr.  G.  Daw- 
son ;  Mary  Barrett,  27  tons,  Mr.  C.  Barrett.  By  9  o'clock  p.m.  they  had  not 
returned,  so  it  is  to  be  sailed  over  again. 

The  Eglinton  Cup,  value  £15 ;  entrance  15b.,  for  yachts  not  exceedmg 
15  tons  (time  race,  half  minute  per  ton):— ZufTa,  A.  Hargrave,  Esq. ;  Irish 
Yankee,  Mr.  John  Dawson ;  Gem,  W.  Cottrell,  Esq.  This  was  a  capital 
start,  the  Zuffa  leading  out  of  the  harbour,  and  eventually  winning. 

Yachts  not  exceeding  5  tons  (no  time  allowed);  entrance  5s. ;  prize  £5:— 
Alarm,  N.  BoUmd,  Esq. ;  Sybile,  C.  Furlong,  Esq. ;  Arrow,  Mr.  C.  Barrett  ; 
Undine,  Mr.  Ruddock ;  Coquette,  J.  Harvey,  Esq.  After  a  first-rate  start, 
the  Alarm  led,  and  continued  to  do  so,  the  Coquette  being  second.  Ad 
objection,  on  account  of  fouling  the  Sybile,  was  made  by  the  Coquette,  but 
it  was  afterwards  withdrawn. 

Thb  regatta  concluded  with  several  rowing  matches  for  various  priaes. 
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BIRKENHEAD  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 

This  Club  e?er  ready  to  keep  the  game  alive,  and  to  promote  fair  wuling 
held  Its  second  toumay  on  the  3rd  alt.  when  the  following  little  dippera 
put  in  an  appearance ;  viz : — > 


Ta4shtt'NamM. 

Big. 

Tont. 

Owoen. 

Meta 

cutter 
cutter 

cutter 

H 

7 

St  C.  J.  Etyrne,  Esq. 
J.  Poole,  Esq. 
0.  Harrison,  Esq.       « 
G.  Harrison,  Esq. 

Charm 

Snake „„. 

Mayflower 

Time,  one  minute  per  ton.  The  course  was  from  Woodside  Pier,  round 
a  flag-boat  stationed  off  Bromboro*  Pool,  thence  round  a  flag^boat  stationed 
southward  of  the  Dingle,  back  to  the  flag- boat  at  Bromboro'  Pooli  thence 
round  the  flag-boat  southward  of  the  Dingle,  returning  to  the  flag-boat 
atationed  southward  of  Woodside  Pier ;  back  round  the  flag-boats  stationed 
off  Bromboro'  Pool  and  southward  of  the  Dingle,  returning  direct  to  the 
south  of  Woodside  Pier,  passing  between  the  shore  and  flag-boat,  leading , 
the  last  mentioned  flag- boat  on  the  starboard  hand.  All  other  marks  and 
flag-boats  to  be  left  on  the  port  hand. 

The  day  was  most  favourable  for  the  match,  a  good  stiff  steady  breeze 
blowing  from  north-east,  and  all  being  ready  by  2h.  p.m.  the  signal  was  given, 
and  the  Charm  and  Snake  for  awhile  were  in  advance  of  the  others,  but  it 
was  difficult  to  name  which  was  leading,  as  they  were  so  very  close.  On 
rounding  the  flag-boat  off  Bromboro'  Pool  as  shewn  below,  only  a  few 
seconds  were  between  them.  But  after  rounding,  the  Meta  hugging  the 
wind  shot  across  their  bows,  and  left  them  all  behind.  Here  her  excel- 
lence was  manifest,  and  she  maintained  the  lead  throughout  the  race.  The 
Snake  was  allowed  to  fell  off  to  leeward,  consequently  she  lost  considerable 
way,  the  tide  at  the  time  being  dead  against  her.  Had  it  been  otherwise 
the  Meta  would  have  been  more  closely  chased.  The  two  flag-boats  were 
founded  the  first  time  thus: — 


Snake. 

h. 
....     2 

Bromboro. 
m.       s. 
23      30 
23      45 
84         0 
25       15 

Meta 

Snake 

Charm 

h. 
..  ..    2 
....      2 
2 

Dingle, 
m.       s. 
35         0 

Charm 

Mete 

....     2 
....     2 

46           0 
48           0 

Mayflower 

Mayflower 

3 

1           0 

The  passing  the  Bromboro'  flag-boat  was  a  beautiful  sight,  the  closeness 
of  the  race  making  it  very  exciting.  From  that  to  the  Dingle  the  May- 
flower fell  off  several  minutes,  and  although  she  persevered  for  some  time 
ber  chance  of  winning  was  considered  out. 

On  the  return  to  the  Bromboro*  flag-boat  the  Snake  lessened  her  distance 
passing  within  one  minute  of  the  Meta,  closely  followed  by  Charm ;  May 
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flower  greatly  in  the  rear.  The  race  was  now  in  doubt,  those  who  had 
backed  Meta  were  rather  nervous  at  the  tenacity  with  which  the  Snake  clung 
to  the  quarters  of  their  favourite,  and  the  Charm  also  kept  a  good  third 
position,  contesting  every  yard  with  praiseworthy  ability.  The  two  flag- 
boats  were  passed  a  second  time  : — 


First  Bound. 

Second  Round. 

h.  m.    8. 

h.   m.     8. 

2     54    0 

3    11      0 

2     55    0 

3     12      0 

2     57     0 

3     15      0 

Not  timed. 

3    20      0 

Meta 

Snake. 

Charm 

Mayflower....* 

It  will  i)e  seen  that  the  Mayflower  had  managed  in  passing  the  Dingle 
flag-boat  to  better  her  position,  as  at  the  Bromboro*  owing  to  her  distance 
astern  she  was  not  timed.  Soon  after  passing  the  Dingle  however,  she  was 
compelled  to  relinquish  the  contest,  as  her  mast  went  by  the  board,  and  her 
rigging  encumbered  her  decks.  A  boat  went  to  her  assistance,  and  she  was 
towed  to  a  place  of  safety. 

The  other  three  yachts  kept  on  their  course  and  the  flag-boat  at  Woodside 

pier,  first  time,  was  passed  in  the  same  order,  but  the  Meta  had  increased 

her  lead,  (see  below,)  they  then  proceeded  to  the  Bromboro  and  Dingle,  for 

the  last  time,  with  the  tide  at  about  ebb,  the  sun  shining  brightly,  but  little 

or  no  breeze.    This  will  account  for  the  length  of  time  the  distance  occtt« 

pied:-*- 

'Woodside  Pier, 
h.    m.    8. 

3  57      0 

4  0      0 
4      0     15 


Bromboro. 

Dingle. 

h.    m.    s. 

h.    m.    s. 

4    36      0 

4     50      0 

4     41       0 

4    68      0 

4     44       0 

4     55      0 

Meta.. 

Snake 

Charm 

Now  their  prows  where  tnmed  for  the  much  coveted  goal,  the  summit  of 
each  ambition  being  to  reach  it  first.  The  wind  having  flreshened,  the  Snake 
curtailed  the  distance  between  herself  and  the  Meta,  and  a  sharp  contest 
ensued  between  them.  The  latter  however  kept  the  lead,  although  it  was 
doubtful  if  she  would  have  done  so,  if  the  distance  had  been  greater  to  the 
goal,  as  the  Snake  had  in  running  from  the  Dingle  recovered  upwards  of  two 
minutes.    The  goal  was  passed  thus: — 


Meto.. 


h. 
.  5 


m. 
6 


Snake... 


h. 
5 


m.    8. 
6    56 


Charm.. 


5 


m. 
10 


30 


The  vessels  were  loudly  cheered,  and  the  crews  richly  deserved  praise  for 
their  ability  and  seamanship.  All  parties  expressed  the  pleasure  they  had 
experienced  in  this  race.  St.  C.  J.  Byrne,  Esq.,  the  owner  of  the  Meta, 
received  the  prise,  which  makes  the  second  since  her  launch. 

The  Meta  Yacht.—Ou  Saturday  morning  the  24th  of  July,  this  little  model 
left  Liverpool  for  the  Isle  of  Man,  her  crew  consisted  of  two  men  and  a  boy. 
When  off*  the  island  about  9h.  p.m.,  a  furious  gale  came  on,  aud  she  hove-to 
until  4b.  A.M.  on  Sunday,  when  she  retraced  her  route  to  Liveipool,  but 
little  damaged,  and  Mr.  Byrne  expects  yet  to  be  logged  as  a  winner  at  the 
Douglas  Regatta. 
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PROGRESS  OF  THE  ATLANTIC  TELEGRAPH.* 

Since  our  last  notice  of  the  admirable  new  paying-on  machine  for 
sabmergrng  this  cable,  which  the  experience  of  the  defects  of  the  former 
apparatus  has  enabled  the  company  to  construct  for  the  attempt  now  soon 
to  be  repeated,  great  efforts  to  ensure  success  to  the  undertaking  have 
been  made.  No  precaution  has  been  neglected,  no  suggestion  (and 
these  hare  come  by  thousands)  that  was  worth  attention  has  been  ig- 
nored, and  all  that  skill  or  science  can  effect  towards  carrying  out  a 
scheme  in  which  so  much,  unfortunately,  depends  on  chance  has  been 
accomplished.  The  cable  at  Keyham  has  cow  been  stowed  away  on 
board  the  two  vessels  with  which  last  year's  attempt  was  made.  Within 
the  last  few  days  the  Adonis  quitted  the  wharf,  off  Messrs.  Glasse 
and  Elliot's  factory,  at  Ghreenwich,  with  one  of  the  paying-out  machines 
and  300  miles  of  cable,  in  addition  to  the  extra  lengths  already  made. 
Since  her  departure,  however,  it  has  been  determined  to  make  100 
miles  more,  and  the  machines  at  the  works  are  revolving  day  and  night 
to  complete  the  extra  length  in  time.  The  total  length  of  cable  with 
which  the  attempt  was  made  last  year  was  rather  under  than  over  2,400 
miles,  which  was  so  near  the  quantity  actually  required  to  span  the  dis- 
tance that  the  first  loss  of  300  miles  proved  fatal  to  the  whole  attempt, 
for  that  time  at  least.  Now,  however  the  length  of  cable  on  board 
both  yessels  is  precisely  3,012  miles,  exclusive  of  the  shore  ends,  of 
much  greater  weight  and  thickness,  and  which  amount  to  about  30 
miles  more.  There  is  therefore  in  round  numbers  3,050  miles  of  cable 
to  submerge  between  two  points  only  1 ,950  statute  miles  apart,  so  that 
1, 100  miles,  or  about  40  per  cent.,  is  allowed  for  accidents  and  slack  in 
paying-out.  This  immense  cable,  which  weighs  about  one  ton  per 
mile,  will  be  equally  divided  between  the  Agamemnon  and  Niagara. 
The  latter  has  her  share  distributed  over  all  her  decks,  and,  of  course 
mostly  amidships.  There  is  one  coil  on  the  upper  or  spar  deck,  be- 
tween the  fore  and  main  masts,  of  100  miles,  30  feet  diameter  and  2 
feet  deep,  and  there  is  one  of  130  miles,  and  occupying  about  the  same 
space  between  the  main  and  mizen  masts.  On  the  main  deck  there 
are  two,  one  afit  and  one  amidships,  of  297  and  294  mUes  respectively. 
On  the  berth  deck  there  is  one  of  180  miles^  and  in  the  hold  a  coil  of 
350.  In  place  of  the  shore  end,  which  was  last  year  carried  on  the 
spar  deck  forward  near  the  capstan,  there  will  now  be  a  coil  of  about 

*  Continued  from  p.  136. 
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100  mWeSf  and  the  heavy  shore  ends  for  both  countries  will  go  in  the 
accompanying  frigates.  Last  year  the  cable  was  coiled  in  the  hold  of 
the  Agamemnon  in  one  vast  mass  of  1,250  miles  long,  and  this  im- 
mense weight  stowed  amidships  balanced  her  like  a  Chinese  toy.  The 
result  was,  of  course,  that  she  rolled  to  an  extent  that  it  was  hard  to 
say  which  side  of  the  vessal  was  uppermost^  and  on  the  landing  the 
cable  after  the  failure  of  the  attempt  it  was  found  that  the  pressure  of 
the  heavy  mass  on  comparatively  so  small  a  surface  had  stnuned  her 
timbers  to  some  extent.  To  obviate  partly  these  serious  disadvantages, 
therefore — disadvantages  which,  in  case  of  the  Agamemnon  encoun- 
tering heavy  weather,  might  and  would  endanger  the  safety  of  the 
vessel, — ^the  cable,  though  still  coiled  in  the  hold,  is  distributed  in  such 
a  manner  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  weight  rests  on  a  much  hunger 
surface.  1,150  miles  will  be  stowed  in  the  hold,  and  about  350  miles 
on  the  berth  deck  forward,  and  to  counterbalance  these  heavy  masses 
the  coals  will  be  stowed  as  far  aft  as  possible.  All  the  ships  of  the 
squadron  will  leave  Plymouth,  on  their  experimental  trip,  which  will 
occupy  from  six  to  10  days.  During  ibis  about  100  miles  of  condemned 
cable  will  be  used  in  ascertaining  the  efficiency  of  various  buoys,  laying 
down  and  under  running  the  wire,  &c.,  and  when  all  doubts  and  theories 
have  been  practically  solred  the  squadron  returns  to  Queenstown,  makes 
its  brief  final  preparations,  and  starts  for  the  great  attempt  about  the 
10th  of  June.  About  that  period  of  the  year  there  is  a  month  of 
almost  uninterrupted  calm  in  the  Atlantic,  and  anything  like  seriously 
heavy  weather  has  not  been  heard  of  at  least  for  the  last  50  years. 
Bad  weather,  however,  in  the  ordinary  acc^tation  of  the  term,  in  those 
boisterous  latitudes,  even  if  it  does  occur,  is  not  likely  to  affect  the 
process  of  submerging  after  it  has  once  fiurly  commenced,  for  the  pay- 
ing-out machine  b  so  sufficient  self-acting  as  to  almost  J  compensate  in 
its  action  for  any  sudden  rise  in  the  stem  of  the  vessel  to  the  pitch  of 
the  sea.  Both  ships,  with  the  accompanying  frigates,  make  all  speed  to 
the  centre  of  the  Atlantic,  or  rather  to  the  centre  of  the  space  to  be 
traversed  by  the  cable,  which  is  about  32  deg.  west  of  Greenwich* 
Here  the  splice  between  the  two  halves  will  be  made  without  loss  of 
time.  To  overcome  the  difficulty  caused  by  the  two  portions  of  the 
cable  having  their  *'  lay"  or  twist  of  the  outside  spiral  wires  turning  in 
different  directions,  and  forming  right  and  left  hand  screws,  the  splice 
will  be  secured  to  rods  of  iron  loaded  with  a  weight  in  the  centre  ;  in 
fact,  an  apparatus  of  the  same  kind  as  that  by  which  railway  carriages 
are  coupled  together.  By  this  means  the  tendency  of  the  different 
spirals  to  untwist  each  other  will  be  overcome.     There  is  1>500  fathoms 
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water  where  this  join  must  be  made,  and  both  vesaeb  will  remain 
stationary  until  the  splice  has  well  settled  on  the  bottom,  when  the 
Niagara  will  at  onoe  steer  for  the  New  World,  and  the  Agamemnon 
retnm  to  the  Old.  Each  will  steam  as  fast  to  her  homeward  destination 
as  is  consistent  with  the  safety  of  the  great  undertaking,  so  the  cable 
will  be  either  lud  or  lost  within  12  or  14  days  from  startang.  The 
depihs  to  which  the  Niagara  will  have  to  sink  her  portion  vary  quick- 
ly and  irregularly  from  1,500  to  2,500  fathoms,  or  from  1}  to  about 
3^  miles ;  and  this  is  the  case  also  with  the  Agamemnon's  portion  of 
the  distance.  But  on  the  American  side  the  water  shoals  easily  and 
gradually  towards  Newfoundland,  whereas  on  the  British  portion  of  the 
ocean  the  Agamemnon  will  have  to  surmount  a  tremendous  ridge,  which 
may  be  called  the  Andes  of  those  vast  submarine  plains  of  the  Atlantic. 
It  conmiences  at  about  15^  west  longitude,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few 
miles  the  water  suddenly  shoals  from  1,750  fathoms  to  550.  Up  this 
Taat  rooky  precipice— -almost  as  steep  as  the  side  of  Mount  Blanc — the 
cable  most  be  laid  with  extreme  care.  This  difficulty  onoe  overcome, 
the  way  thence  to  Yalentia  becomes  comparatiyely  of  no  account. 

In  case  of  dangerous  weather  arising  the  first  consideration  in  all 
cases  will  be,  of  course,  the  safety  of  the  cable  ;  and,  no  matter  how 
advantageous  such  and  such  courses  of  action  may  appear,  nothing  will 
be  done  by  which  the  success  of  the  undertaking  is  jeopardized  or  even 
]eh  to  chance.  Each  vessel  is  provided  with  reels  of  strong  wire  rope 
which  can  be  attached  to  buoys  made  in  the  manner  of  ordinary  fishing 
floats^  though^  of  course  capable  of  sustaining  a  weight  of  several  tons. 
Provided  with  this  apparatus,  the  cable  may  be  cut  without  reluctance, 
if  ever  the  weather  threatens,  and  the  end  of  it  (firmly  secured  to  the 
rope  and  buoy)  allowed  to  rest  almost  upon  the  bed  of  the  ocean,  to  be 
hauled  up  directly  the  storm  has  passed.  Ph>per  precautions  have  also 
been  taken  to  make  the  fioatbg  ends  of  the  buoys  conspicuous  and  easily 
found  in  ease  of  the  ships  being  driven  from  them. 

A  number  of  experiments  have  recently  been  made  with  a  view  of 
increaring  the  rapidity  of  working  signids  through  the  enlire  length 
of  the  cable.  These  experiments,  in  which  a  variety  of  inventions  and 
applications  have  been  employed,  have  been  conducted  by  Professor 
Thompson,  Mr.  Hughes,  the  American  electrician  (whose  printing  tele-  < 
graph  is  likely  to  revolutionize  the  present  uncertain  system),  Mr. 
Henley,  and  Mr.  Whitehonse.  The  result,  though  on  the  whole  far 
more  satisfiiotroy  than  was  at  first  anticipated,  shows  indubitably  that 
more  than  one  submarine  cable  will  be  required  to  do  all  the  business 
likely  to  be  transacted  between  this  country  and  the  New  World.     Such 
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a  result,  however,  need  dishearten  no  one,  since  none  but  those  ini'> 
acqounted  with  the  subject  have  for  a  moment  imagined  that  one 
working  cable  would  be  sufficient,  or  do  more  than  show  the  way  which 
others  will  be  soon  readj  and  anxious  to  follow.  .How  many  wires  are 
there  kept  incessantly  employed  between  London  and  Liverpool  and 
between  Liverpool  and  Ireland,  where  the  costs  of  the  post  is  only  a 
penny,  and  the  delay  in  using  it  only  a  few  hours  ?  Tet  we  believe 
that  nearly  30  wires  are  scarcely  sii^cient  to  meet  the  demand  for 
messages  between  these  places.  Taking  this  then,  as  the  standard,  how 
many  submarine  cables  will  be  required  for  the  business  between  the 
New  World  and  the  Old  ?  If  we  are  not  much  mistaken,  the  mes* 
sages  to  New  Orleans  alone  would  employ  and  richly  pay  one  cable. 
At  all  events,  if  it  is  only  for  the  purpose  of  counteracting  the  distur- 
bing influence  of  those  mysterious  magnetic  storms,  it  will  be  necessary 
for  the  Atlantic  Company  to  lay  down  a  second  wire  as  soon  as  possible, 
that  is,  to  have  a  complete  metallic  circuit  for  the  return  of  the  elec- 
tricity along  the  outer  wires  of  the  second  cable,  instead  of  being 
discharged  by  the  earth.  Formeriy  the  signals  ^were  worked  through 
the  Atlantic  coil  by  means  of  a  Smee's  battery  of  48  large  cells  with 
large  induction  coils,  constituting  probably  the  most  powerful  battery 
ever  constructed.     How  the  insulation  of  the  cable  withstood  this  aevere 

,  test  is  an  enigma.  It  has,  however,  since  been  ascertained  that  an 
ordinary  battery  of  six  cells  transmitted  the  signals  with  the  same 
facility,  and  that,  in  fact,  the  quantity  of  electricity  generated  by  the 
enormous  power  of  the  first  battery  choked  or  charged  the  wire. 

Mr.  Henley  has  recently  been  making  a  number  of  experiments  upon 
the  cable  at  his  own  expense,  with  a  view  of  perfecting  a  very  simple 
and  beautiful  magneto-electric  machine,  by  which  a  current  is  trans- 
mitted greater  in  intensity,  though  much  less  in  quantity,  than  the 
ordinary  galvanic  current,  and  thus  the  liability  of  the  wire  to  become 
charged  is  considerably  reduced. 

The  immense  advantage  which  a  magneto-electric  machine  possesses 
over  an  ordinary  battery  are  of  almost  incalcuable  importance.  It  is 
always  ready,  can  be  used  anywhere,  at  any  time,  and  by  any  person  ; 
and  above  all,  is  no  expense  beyond  the  first  (n>st  of  making  it.     In 

.  fact,  the  difference  between  Mr.  Henley's  machine  and  an  ordinary  bat- 
tery is  as  great  as  between  the  electric  and  old  semaphore  telegraphs, 
or  as  great  as  the  difference  which  would  exist  between  an  ordinary 
musket  and  one  constructed  on  such  inevitable  laws  as  to  keep  itself 
always  loaded,  clean,  and  ready  for  action.     It  consists  of  an  ordinary 

large  permanent  magnet,  between  the  poles  of  which  a  soft  iron  magnet 
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with  sto  coUs  of  seeondarj  wire,  is  fixed.  By  this  arrangement  it  is 
ceceasarj  only  to  deflect  the  keepers  of  the  magnet  to  produce  an  equal 
cnrreDt  at  all  vdocities,  and  either  in  one  direction  or  alternately  back- 
wards »ttd  forwards.  The  magnet  is  2  feet  10  inches  high,  and  consists 
of  30  plates  of  the  finest  steel,  a  quarter  of  an  inch  thick  and  4  inches 
broad.  The  soft  magnet  is  formed  of  44  soft  iron  plates  in  a  mass  3 
inefaes  broad  and  2  deep,  and  of  the  same  heigth  as  the  permanent 
magnet.  The  secondary  coils  for  prodacing  the  current  in  the  poles  of 
these  magnets  contain  (each)  25  miles  of  the  finest  silk-covered  wire, 
m  100  miles  for  the  four  magnets.  With  this  machine  already  eight 
words  per  minute  can  be  sent  through  the  cable  in  its  present  conditicHi, 
and,  of  course,  the  words  can  be  transmitted  with  greatly  increased 
rapidity  when  the  cable  is  laid  out  in  a  straight  course,  for  no  positien 
ooold  fee  more  unfavovrable  for  transmitting  signals  than  that  in  which 
the  wire  is  at  present  stowed,  in  huge  coils  one  over  another.  Up  to 
the  present,  therefore,  all  looks  well  and  hopeful  for  the  success  of  this 
great  scheme,  and  we  earnestly  trust  that  after  a  few  weeks  more  all 
doubts  and  misgivings  will  be  solved  in  the  most  gratifying  and  condu- 
sive  mttDiier. 

The  TarioiiB  ships  comprising  the  squadron  started  from  Plymouth 
8oand  early  en  the  morning  of  Tbnrsday,  the  10th  of  June,  and  by 
dawn  on  the  fdlowtng  morning  they  were  well  dear  of  the  Sdlly  Isles.  ^ 
The  weather  was  uaasnally  fine  ;  the  barometer  was  high,  the  sky  was 
clear,  and  the  eea  was  cahn  ;  in  fact,  everything  seemed  to  promise  well 
for  the  suoeess  of  the  undertaking.  During  Friday  and  the  greater 
portion  of  Saturday  one  uninterrupted  calm  prevailed,  and  though  it  was 
Gif  the  greatest  importance  to  ns  that  no  more  coals  should  be  used  than 
was  abseletely  necessary,  the  Agamemnon  was  obliged  to  get  up  steam. 
On  SttQfday,  however,  the  wind  freshened  considerably,  and  several 
smart  squalls  whtdi  passed  over  ns  showed  too  plainly  that  there  was 
ftnot^er  and  a  more  vapleasant  phase  in  Atlantic  weatlier  than  we  had 
hitherto  been  acoostomed  to.  On  Satvrday  evening  the  ^ass  fell  con- 
aiderably,  in  the  eoune  of  the  night  it  blew  best  part  of  a  gale  of  wind* 
and  hy  Sttnday  tnommg  a  very  oonsiderable  sea  was  running  from  the 
sovth-westy  which  showed  ns  how  tr«e  were  our  worst  anticipsttions  re»> 
peoting  ^  besiutiftd  rolling  trim  whMsh  the  Agamemnon  was  in. 
Dnrnig  the  earlier  part  of  thd  day,  as  the  wind  freshened,  we  found  that 
H  w«i  with  difiBeiilty  that  the  Valorous,  wUch  is  notoriously  a  slow  shif, 
eecld  keep  paee  with  as.  It  was  of  the  greatest  importance  that  we 
•booftd  get  to  tfato  appointed  rendesvoos  in  the  middle  of  the  Athtntic  as 
loon  as  possibly  therefore  a  signal  was  made  to  the  Valorous  for  per- 
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mission  to  leave  our  station  astern,  and  to  proceed  to  the  rendeiroos  with 
the  Niagara  as  fast  as  possible.  Permission  having  been  granted,  we 
soon  left  both  her  and  the  Grorgon  well  down  astern,  and  did  not  again 
fall  in  with  them  till  reaching  the  centre  on  the  25  th  of  Jane.  Through- 
out the  whole  of  Sunday  the  wind  gradually  freshened,  and  the  glass 
continued  to  fall  until  about  half-past  three,  when  the  sky  became  sud- 
denly overcast,  and  in  half  an  hour  we  found  ourselves  in  the  midst  of  a 
strong  south-westerly  gale.  All  hands  were  immediatdy  sent  aloft  and 
all  sail  close  furled  with  the  exception  of  close-reefed  topsails  and  storm 
staysails,  under  which  we  continued  to  beat  up  against  the  wind  during 
the  whole  day  and  night. 

We  had  been  taught  to  believe,  by  the  assertions  of  Lieutenant 
Maury,  the  American  meteorologist,  that  during  the  month  of  June 
very  few  gales  of  wind  blow  in  the  North  Atlantic,  and  that  when  they 
do  it  was  seldom  that  they  lasted  more  than  24  hours.  We  readily 
believe  what  we  wish  to  be  true,  and  therefore  it  is  not  surprising  that 
all  looked  forward  to  the  morrow  in  the  confident  ezpeetation  o£  seeing 
the  famous  calm  which  invariably  follows  a  storm  ;  but  in  this  we  were 
likely  to  be  disappointed  for  many  succeeding  days.  On  Monday 
morning  the  wind  blew  as  hard  as  ever,  and  the  falling  of  the  barometer 
led  us  to  anticipate  that  we  had  not  seen  the  worst.  Our  conjectures 
,  soon  proved  to  be  right,  for  as  the  day  advanced  the  wind  and  sea  in- 
creased till  about  four  oVlock,  when  it  blew  a  perfect  hurricane.  All 
hands  were  again  summoned  on  detk^  and  the  little  sail  which  she  had 
carried  daring  the  preceding  twenty-four  hours  had  to  be  still  further 
shortened. 

The  meaning  of  the  term  '^  a  gale  of  wind  "  has  a  very  difierent  sig- 
nification when  used  at  sea  from  what  is  understood  by  it  on  land. 
There  every  stiff  breeze  which  disturbs  a  few  slates,  or  demolishes  a  row 
of  chimney  pots,  is  dignified  by  the  name  ;  but  a  gale  of  wind  at  sea  ia 
quite  a  different  tiling.  Produced,  as  it  is,  by  an  unexplained  inequality 
in  the  pressure  of  the  air,  extending  over  a  vast  space,  and  sometimea 
amounting  to  one-twelfth  of  the  whole  atmospheric  pressure^  the  wi&d 
sweeps  across  the  comparatively  smooth  surfiBU)e  of  the  water  with  a 
violence  that  is  truly  awful,  seeming  to  force  down  the  very  waves,  and 
driring  off  their  white  crests  like  drifts  of  snow  along  the  sea.  To  reef 
the  large  topsaib  of  a  line-of-battie  ship  like  the  Agamemnon  during  a 
heavy  gale  is  indeed  an  operation  of  no  small  danger  and  difficulty. 
The  sail  is  thrown  aback,  and  about  fifty  men  are  sent  on  the  yard,  and 
while  the  sail  b  flapping  and  beating  against  the  mast  as  if  it  would 
tear  itself  in  pieces,  it  has  to  be  hauled  up  over  the  yaid,  and  the  reef 
points  made  fast. 
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The  wind  contmued  with  unabated  ylolence  throughout  Monday 
Dight^  but  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  15th  of  June,  it  moderated 
a  little.  The  sea,  which  preyiously  had  been  partially  kept  down  by 
the  ezcessire  yiolenoe  of  the  wind,  now  began  to  rise  to  a  dangerous 
height,  and  the  Agamemnon  to  roll  and  strain  considerably  with  the 
tremendous  dead  weight  with  which  she  was  loaded.  Every  wave  that 
struck  her  seemed  to  make  her  quiver  in  every  joint  as  if  she  was  coming 
to  pieces.  We  now  for  the  first  time  began  to  entertain  serious  appre- 
hensions that,  rolling  as  the  ship  continually  did  to  an  angle  of  35  de- 
grees each  way  in  nine  seconds,  there  was  great  danger  that  the  230 
tons  of  cable  which  was  coiled  away  on  the  forward  part  of  the  upper 
deck  would  shift  from  its  place,  and  smash  away  the  side  of  the  ship,  in 
which  case  we  should  all  have  gone  to  the  bottom  in  a  few  minutes. 
This  feeling  of  uneasiness  which  had  taken  possession  of  our  minds  res- 
pecting the  safety  of  the  coil  was  rather  augmented  during  the  evening, 
when  it  was  reported  that  one  of  the  lower  deck  beams  directly  under  it 
had  been  broken  by  the  working  of  the  ship.  Anything  to  equal  the 
state  of  discomfort  everyone  had  to  endure  during  this  and  the  six  suc- 
ceeding days,  while  the  gale  lasted,  cannot  readily  be  appreciated  by 
those  not  on  board.  Every  wave  that  struck  her  came  in  upon  the  maii^ 
and  lower  decks  in  tons  through  the  ports  and  hawse-holes,  and  as  the 
scuppers  had  all  been  closed  up  to  prevent  the  bilge  water  running  down  ^ 
upon  the  main  coil,  it  poured  in  gallons  into  all  the  cabins,  putting 
six  inches  of  water  on  the  fluor,  and  wetting  through  bedding  and  bed* 
clothes  in  such  a  manner  that  no  one  thought  of  undressing  to  go  to  bed, 
while  many,  as  an  additional  agua  scutumf  might  be  seen  arraying 
themselves  in  a  suit  of  macintosh  before  retiring  to  rest.  It  was  not  at 
all  an  uncommon  thing  to  wake  up  in  the  night  to  be  the  spectator  of 
an  animated  regatta  performed  by  all  the  floatable  portions  of  your  fur- 
niture from  side  to  side  of  the  cabin  with  the  roll  of  the  ship.  If  you 
were  disposed  to  move  about,  nothing  but  the  most  practised  agility 
would  save  you  from  severe  contusions  ;  for  as  the  ship  rolled  slowly  and 
steadily  towards  the  wind,  she  would  fly  back  in  an  opposite  direction 
with  a  sudden  and  violent  jerk  which  would  send  everything  and  every- 
body flying  from  one  side  of  the  vessel  to  the  other.  But  what  made 
the  rolling  more  unpleasant  than  anything  was  that  it  rendered  it  diffi- 
cult to  get  anything  cooked,  and  still  more  so  to  get  what  was  cooked 
served  up.  There  was  something  uncommonly  ridiculous  in  seeing 
^^ery  one  sitting  down  to  a  meal,  holding  on  to  the  table  as  if  life  and 
death  depended  upon  it,  looking  at  the  dishes,  while  they  dare  not  let 
go  to  partake  of  the  contents  until  some  intrepid  individual  would  set 
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the  example,  by  loosiDg  hia  hold«  In  an  iniiant  hie  cbair  alipSy  tnd 
coming  in  oontacfc  with  that  of  his  neighbour,  the  doubtful  equilibrium 
is  at  once  destroyed,  and  in  an  instant  some  half  doien  ehurs,  with  their 
occupants,  are  roUing  over  each  other  from  one  side  of  die  cabin  to  the 
other,  probably  accompanied  by  the  debris  of  plates,  dishes,  or  anythtng^ 
else  that  may  have  been  ca^ht  up  during  the  me/se.  These  soanes 
were  eaoessively  amusing  once  or  twice,  and  excited  their  due  share  of 
merriment  among  the  victims  ;  but  when  we  found  that  the  joke  was 
repeated  three  times  a  day  for  more  than  a  week,  and  generally  ended 
in  our  getting  very  little  to  eat,  it  grew  rather  a  sorry  one  in  our  esti- 
mation. 

Throughout  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  the  1 6th  and  17th  of  June, 
the  wind  continued  to  blow  with  very  little  intermission  as  hard  as  ever, 
and  the  sea  every  day  rose  higher  and  higher.  Though  the  wind  was 
nearly  dead  against  us  we  still  continued  under  sail,  and  coosequentlj 
made  but  very  little  progress,  for  on  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  19th 
of  June,  we  had  still  233  miles  to  go  before  gaining  the  rendesvoos. 
All  the  week  we  had  been  drifting  to  the  northward  of  our  course  before 
the  gale^  and  were,  on  Saturday  at  noon,  no  less  than  15  degrees  to  tlie 
north  of  it.  During  the  forenoon  of  Saturday  the  wind  abated  a  Httk, 
but  the  sea  continued  as  high  as  ever,  and  as  the  baromieter  stiU  fiell  wo 
took  the  temporary  lull  as  no  indication  of  the  approach  of  fine  weather. 
We  were  right,  for  as  the  night  advanoed  the  gale  again  returned  with 
redoubled  violeuce,  and  by  the  morning  of  Sunday,  the  SOth  of  June, 
it  blew  a  perfect  hurricane.  The  scene  which  the  sea  and  sky  pre- 
sented that  morning  was  one  of  such  terrible  grandeur  that  those  who 
witnessed  it  will  probably  remember  to  their  latest  hour.  Hothing 
coukl  be  heard  on  deck  but  the  loud  hoarse  roar  of  the  wind  as  it  nnhed 
through  the  rigging,  straining  every  rope,  and  bending  the  masts  like 
whip-sticks.  The  sky  was  of  a  dull  and  uniform  lead  colour,  which  waa 
reflected  in  a  supernatural  greyish  tint  by  the  white  foam  which  covm^ 
the  water.  The  sea,  which  had  now  been  gradually  rising  for  mght 
days,  rose  up  in  steep  walls  of  water,  fifty  feet  from  the  base,  rolled  on- 
ward towards  the  ship^  curling  over  one  another  with  a  noise  like 
thunder,  which  could  be  heard  even  above  the  roaring  of  the  wind. 
The  uniformly  black  colour  of  the  horison  was  only  relieved  heie  and 
there  by  a  white  streak  when  some  violent  gust  had  caught  up  die 
white  crest  of  a  wave  and  carried  it  through  the  air  like  a  snowdrift. 
The  sea  was  running  on  the  beam,  so  every  wave  made  the  Agamensaea 
roll  on  as  if  she  would  capsiae  altogether.  Large  as  she  is  the  gigantie 
waves,  as  they  came  lowering  on,  seemed  as  if  they  must  break  upon  her 
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decks  and  overwhelm  her.  At  one  moment  the  ship  would  fall  off  into 
the  trough  of  the  water  which  rose  on  all  sides  close  OTer  her,  and  in 
the  n«ct  was  thrown  up  into  the  air  amidst  a  cloud  of  foam,  again  to  fall 
upon  the  next  aea  with  a  shock  that  made  every  timber  in  her  vibrate. 

About  nine  o'clock  one  very  large  sea  struck  the  ship,  and  threw  her 
almost  ou  her  beam  ends.     For  a  moment  she  lay  as  if  she  would  never 
right,  and  then  with  a  tremendbus  crash  the  150  tons  of  coal  which  had 
been  stowed  upon  the  after  part  of  the  main  and  upper  decks  broke 
away  (rom  their  fastenings,  and  carrying  away  companion  ladders,  stan- 
chions,  and  everything  else  breakable  that  came  in  their  way,  they 
swept  from  one  side  of  the  ship  to  the  other,  pouring  down  in  tons 
through  the  hatchway  into  the  engines.     For  a  moment  everything  was 
concision  ;  everyone  seemed  for  a  second  panio-struok,  as  no  one  knew 
what  had  happened.     Whether  it  was  the  deek  ooil  had  broken  away, 
or  the  side  of  the  ship  stove  by  the  sea,  was  a  matter  of  conjecture.    A 
psrty  of  marines  were  tohl  off  to  re-store  the  ooals  and  extricate  anyone 
who  might  have  been  injured  by  them,  while  the  rest  of  the  hands  were 
called  on  deck  to  wear  the  ship  round  upon  the  starboard  tack  to  ease 
her  off  from  the  sea  ;  but  while  these  operations  were  being  performed 
the  ship  heeled  over  so  fearfully  that  no  one  thought  it  was  possible  for 
the  deck  coil  to  hold  on,  strongly  fastened  as  it  was.     The  helm  was, 
therefore,  put  about,  and  the  ship  stood  away  in  a  southerly  direction. 
PMrt  of  the  coals  was  then  cleared  away,  and  the  ship^s  drummer  and 
Mr.  Harvey,  one  of  the  assistant  engineers,  extricated  from  underneath 
them.     The  former  had  his  arm  orushed,  and  the  latter  was  severely 
sqveeied  and  internally  injured  ;  several  of  the  men  were  also  hurt  by 
the  rolling  of  the  ship.    In  the  forenoon,  one  man,  to  save  himself  from 
being  thrown  down,  put  his  hand  into  the  deft  of  a  beam,  which,  as  the 
ship  rolled  back  again,  cbsed,  and  jammed  the  tops  of  his  fingers  offl 
Another  man  was  thrown  down  the  hatchway  from  the  upper  to  the 
lower  deck,  though  strange  to  say,  without  hurting  him,  beyond  a  severe 
shaking.     During  the  day  the  ship  was  comparatively  easier  as  long  as 
she  kept  upon  the  starboard  tack,  but  the  wind  and  sea  did  not  diminish 
in  the  least.     About  twelve  o'clock  a  heavy  sea  struck  the  stem  and 
wrenched  off  one  end  of  the  screw  guard.     It  was  composed  of  ringle 
iron,  and  weighed  several  tons,  and  as  it  swung  against  the  side  with 
the  wash  of  the  sea,  it  threatened  at  every  minute  to  establish  a  serious 
leak.     Tlere  were  also  great  apprehensions  that  if  more  of  the  fas- 
tenings got  loose  the  wreck  would  infallibly  fi>ul  either  the  screw  or  the 
mdder.     An  attempt  was  made  to  cut  it  loose  altogether,  but  in  such  a 
sea  it  was  found  impossible  to  put  men  over  the  side  to  unshackle  the 
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chains  which  held  it  The  weather  was  the  same  throughoat  the  after- 
noon, and  in  case  of  anj  emergencj  arising,  steam  was  got  up  and  the 
screw  was  lowered  ;  but  when  the  order  was  given  to  steam  a-head,  at 
about  five  o'clock,  it  was  found  that  the  working  of  the  ship  had  wrenched 
asunder  Uie  waste  steam  pipe,  which  rendered  one  of  the  boilers  useless 
for  a  time  while  it  was  being  patched  up.  At  six  o'clock  a  signal  was 
made  from  the  Niagara  for  us  again  to  put  the  ship  about  if  we  ooold 
do  so  with  safety,  and  to  proceed  on  to  the  rendezvous.  All  hands  were 
once  more  called  on  deck,  and  the  ship  was  put  round  again  upon  the 
port  tack.  The  ship  being  again  beam  on  to  the  sea,  rolled  down  to  her 
hammock  nettings,  and  twice  the  pinnace  and  the  barge  broke  awaj 
from  their  lashings,  and  ran  considerable  risk  of  staving  themselves 
before  they  could  be  again  secured. 

The  ship  was  now  in  a  very  perilous  position,  though  the  deck  coil 
still  held  (and  how  it  did  so  is  little  short  of  a  miracle).  The  rigging 
had  worked  so  slack  that  the  masts  fell  over  from  side  to  side  with  the 
motion  of  the  ship,  and  threatened  to  go  overboard  at  every  roll. 
Night  came,  but  with  it  came  an  increase  of  the  wind  and  sea,  but  fiew 
on  board  went  to  bed,  and  those  that  did  could  not  have  slept  for  the 
violent  motion,  even  if  they  had  been  inclined.  And  as  Tuesday 
morning  broke  it  only  disclosed  a  more  angry  and  broken,  though  it 
could  not  be  a  higher,  sea  than  that  of  the  previous  day.  No  one  could 
doubt  now  that  the  ship  was  in  a  most  perilous  position,  and  no  <Mie 
knew  the  moment  when  the  next  roll  might  throw  all  the  masts  over 
the  side,  or  capsize  the  ship  altogether.  Some  of  the  men  were  fatigued 
and  dispirited,  and  it  was  only  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  they 
could  work  the  ship,  for  she  rolled  to  such  a  fearful  swell  that  it  was 
impossible  for  them  to  keep  their  feet.  About  four  o'clock  aon.,  a  dense 
black  cloud  blew  up  from  windward  ;  when  it  approached  we  soon  saw 
that  it  was  a  violent  squall,  for  it  left  a  white  track  in  the  sea  as  it  tore 
the  waves  it  passed  over  into  a  mass  of  foam.  It  appeared  as  if  bearing 
down  right  on  us,  so  the  captain,  who  had  only  just,  lain  down,  was  sent 
for;  but  as  soon  as  he  arrived,  it  had  fortunately  passed  before  us.  Had 
it  passed  over  us  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  it  would  have  taken  the 
masts  overboard.  Things  continued  much  in  the  same  state  until  about 
nine  o'clock,  when  the  ship  laboured  so  heavily  that  it  was  necessary  for 
the  immediate  safety  of  all  on  board  that  some  alteration  should  be 
made  in  her  course.  As  we  lost  sight  of  the  Niagara  early  in  the 
morning,  Captain  Preedy  was  unwilling  to  run  before  the  gale  entirely 
without  informing  Captain  Hudson  of  his  intention,  so  the  ship  was 
worn  with  the  intention  of  putting  her  on  the  starboard  tack,  in  the  h<^ 
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of  thus  holding  our  own  for  a  little  longer.  When  she  got  well  into  the 
trough  of  the  sea,  however,  she  hecame  almost  unmanageable,  rolling 
like  a  log,  almost  every  sea  breaking  in  over  the  bulwarks,  and  pouring 
in  tons  of  water  down  the  hatchway.  About  fifty  tons  of  coal  which 
had  been  stowed  upon  the  lower  deck  broke  from  their  fastenings  and 
poured  down  on  to  the  engines,  which  were  in  motion  at  the  time, 
though  fortunately  without  injuring  them.  At  the  same  time  the  great 
coil  of  cable  in  the  main  hold,  which  during  the  previous  day  had  shown 
a  disposition  to  lift  on  the  surface,  now  fetched  away,  and  flew  from  side 
to  side  of  the  hold  in  tangled  masses.  Men  were  immediately  sent 
below  to  try  to  secure  it  with  planks  and  cordage;  but  as  it  drifted  it 
soon  entangled  their  limbs,  and  they  were  obliged  to  desist,  though  not 
before  one  of  the  men  was  severely  hurt.  The  ship  could  now  no  longer 
stand  up  against  the  gale  ;  it  would  have  been  even  impossible  to  lay 
her  to,  so  the  only  resource  left  was  to  run  before  it.  The  ship's  head 
was  quickly  put  about  and  the  yards  squared,  and  in  a  few  minutes  we 
were  running  before  the  sea  under  easy  steam  and  close-reefed  topsails. 
Throughout  the  whole  of  the  day  the  ship  continued  to  drive  before  the 
wind,  the  gigantic  seas  following  as  if  they  would  smash  her  to  pieces, 
but  in  consequence  of  the  great  speed  at  which  we  were  going  they  sel- 
dom did  more  than  dash  the  spray  upon  deck.  About  two  o'clock, 
however,  one  of  the  stem  posts  was  stove  in,  and  the  wardroom  flooded ; 
and  towards  the  evening  some  of  the  cabin  windows  were  broken,  and 
the  starboard  quarter  gallery  stove.  We  passed  three  or  four  homeward 
bound  American  ships,  all  of  whom  were  either  laying  to  or  running 
before  the  wind. 

No  one  can  properly  appreciate  the  feelings  of  relief  all  felt  that  day 
after  the  ship  was  put  about.  She  no  longer  strained  as  the  seas  struck 
hcT,  though  she  still  rolled  considerably.  Towards  night  the  wind 
£b11  off,  and  the  sea,  to  the  relief  of  everyone,  began  to  go  down,  and 
soon  after  daylight  on  Tuesday,  the  22nd,  the  ship's  head  was  put  about, 
and  we  again  stood  back  for  the  rendezvous.  As  the  day  advanced,  the 
wind  and  sea  fell  calm,  and  before  the  evening  no  one  could  believe  the 
ship  was  sailing  in  the  same  sea  which  on  the  previous  day  had  pre- 
sented such  an  awful  aspect.  The  day  following  (Wednesday,  the  23rd) 
was  occupied  in  repairing  the  damage  which  had  been  sustained  by  the 
vessel  in  the  gale.  The  rigging  had  to  be  reset  up,  the  coals  which  had 
broken  away  to  be  started  into  the  bunkers,  during  which  latter  opera- 
tion a  man  unfortunately  got  his  leg  broken.  The  main  coil,  which 
now  presented  an  aspect  of  the  greatest  disorder,  had  to  be  set  to  rights 
before  the  splice  could  be  made.     Day  and  night  men  were  at  work  un- 
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coiling>  thd  tangled  pottion,  but  it  progresied  very  bIowIj,  find  though 
(m  Thursday  tvenittg  about  ten  miles  had  been  taken  up  and  eotled  away 
in  various  parts  of  the  ship,  still  the  aspect  of  the  upper  sur&ce  did  not 
look  very  encouraging.  The  electrical  instruments  and  the  apparatus 
connected  therewith  had  to  undergo  a  complete  overhauling,  for  what 
between  the  rolling  of  the  ship  and  the  salt  water,  very  few  of  them 
were  in  working  condition.  On  Friday,  the  24th,  by  observation,  we 
appeared  to  be  nearly  upon  the  appointed  rendesvousi  which  had  been 
fixed  in  52**  2"  north  lat  and  83*"  18'  west  loo.  About  twelve  o'dock  we 
fell  in  with  the  Valorous^  and  an  hour  after  the  Gorgon  and  Niagara 
hove  in  sight,  so  that  by  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  all  the  four  ships 
were  once  more  in  company,  after  an  absence  of  twelve  days.  The 
afternoon  was,  as  may  be  imagined,  spent  in  making  mutuid  communi- 
cations and  inquiries,  from  which  we  learnt  liiat  the  Valorous  had  parted 
company  with  the  Gorgon  on  the  13  th,  and  had  arrived  at  the  rendvs- 
vous  on  the  20th.  She  encountered  the  full  force  of  the  gale  en  tin 
21st,  and  was  obliged  to  go  under  full  steam  to  keep  the  ship^  head  to 
the  sea.  The  Gorgon,  too,  had  what  the  sailof^s  term  '^made  bad 
weather  of  it,"  having  nearly  lost  both  her  ma^,  and  expended  a  large 
proportion  of  her  coal.  She  did  not  reach  the  centre  until  Wednesdaj, 
the  23rd.  AH  were  in  great  anxiety,  as  may  be  imagined,  about  the 
safety  of  the  Agamemnon.  The  Niagara  fell  in  with  the  other  shipa 
on  the  22nd,  having  reported  suddenly  losing  sight  of  us  daring  a 
squall,  at  a  time  when  they  thought  we  could  not  hold  together  mnoh 
longer.  The  evening  was  beautifully  calm,  and  suitable  for  making  the 
splice,  but  many  little  things  had  to  be  got  ready,  so  it  was  finally 
arranged  that  the  operation  should  be  commenced  on  the  fbilowhig  day, 
Saturday,  the  26th.  Everything  was  activity  on  board  the  shipe  en  the 
following  morning.  The  whole  of  the  disturbed  cable,  which  amouBtod 
to  more  than  a  hundred  miles,  had  been  cleared,  and  the  instrumenta 
put  to  rights,  on  board  the  Agamemnon,  and  about  twelve  o'doek  hoste 
were  sent  from  the  Niagara  with  a  hawser,  and  the  two  ships  faaviog 
been  made  fast  to  each  (Vther  by  the  stem,  the  Niagara's  end  of  the 
caUe  was  brought  on  board,  and  the  spKee  secmiily  etfeeted,  and  nbont 
half-past  one  it  was  lowered  overboard.  A  hundred  and  Ahj  fisdhoms 
of  cable  wen  then  veered  out  from  each  ship,  and  a  prieec|neerted  signal 
havmg  been  run  up,  the  ships  started  in  opposite  direotio'lss,  at  the  rate 
of  two  knots  an  hom*.  After  a  little  more  than  three  n»\i)es  had  been 
payed  out,  the  continuity  suddenly  ceased,  and  shortly  affier  a  fed  flag 
hoisted  showed  us  that  k  had  broken  from  the  Nt^ara.J[£  ii«  afterwards 
learned  by  the  cable  getting  off  the  sheaves  and  beH  t^  cut  by  coming 
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in  contact  with  the  tar  scraper.  Though  the  end  was  still  hanging  to 
our  stem,  and  it  would  have  been  quite  possible  to  have  reeled  our  por- 
tion in,  jet  it  was  considei^d,  and  with  justice,  that  more  valuable  time 
would  be  lost  in  performing  the  operation  than  would  be  worth  ten  times 
the  amount  of  wire,  so  it  was  cut  adrift.  The  ships  returned  to  make 
a  fresh  splioe,  which  having  been  effected,  was  lowered  safely  overboard 
at  7h.  30m.  Greenwich  time,  which  for  the  sake  of  uniformity  was  used  on 
both  ships.  150  fisithoms  having  been  paid  out^  the  signal  to  start  was 
again  hoisted,  and  we  soon  lost  sight  of  the  Niagara  in  the  distance. 

For  a  little  time  after  starting  the  ships  were  kept  at  a  speed  of  rather 
under  two  knots  an  hour,  while  a  considerable  quantity  of  slack  cable 
was  run  out  to  allow  the  splice  to  get  fairly  to  the  bottom.  The 
Agamemnon  was  kept  steadily  going  two  knots,  the  cable  going  from 
four -and -a*half  to  five  for  three  hours,  when  according  to  the  arrange* 
ment  entered  into  with  the  Niagara  we  were  at  liberty  to  proceed  as  we 
thonght  oest.  The  speed  of  the  ship  was,  therefore,  increased  to  about 
three-and-a-half  to  a  little  over  four  knots  per  hour,  the  cable  going  out 
steadily  at  about  five,  though  the  strain  upon  the  dynamometer  in  no 
instance  exceeded  2,4O01bs.  Everything  went  on  well  until  about  half- 
past  three  on  Sunday  morning,  the  27th,  when  the  electrical  continuity 
of  the  cable  was  reported  lost  by  Professor  Thompson.  The  signals  had 
been  reouved  firom  the  Niagara  and  returned  with  perfect  regularity  by  us 
until  8h.  40m.  a.m.,  when  the  current  ceased  so  suddenly  and  completely 
as  to  leave  no  doubt  in  our  minds  that  the  cable  had  parted,  as  we 
thought  at  the  time,  from  the  stern.  With  us  everything  had  been 
going  on  so  smoothly  and  regularly  as  to  inspire  every  one, with  the  most 
sanguine  expectations  of  success.  No  time  was  lost  by  Mr.  Canning  and 
Mr.  Clifford,  the  engineers  on  duty  at  the  time,  in  stopping  the  ship  and 
getting  the  hauling-in  gear  rove,  and  stopping  the  cable,  to  try  and 
recover  as  much  of  it  as  possible  ;  but  while  these  preparations  were 
being  made  the  cable  broke  over  the  stem,  with  a  sudden  rise  of  the 
ship.  A  gun  was  immediately  fired,  and  a  blue-light  burned  over  the 
aide,  to  inform  the  Valorous  of  the  misfortune;  and  with  the  same  per- 
severing energy  which  was  displayed  by  Mr.  Bright  and  the  engineers 
throughout  the  cruise,  the  ships  were  again  put  about  for  the  rendez- 
vous, for  the  purpose  of  making  another  joining.  During  the  ten  hours 
and  a  half  which  elapsed  since  making  the  splice  on  the  previous  evening 
to  the  time  of  the  breakage,  thirty-nine  miles  of  cable  had  been  payed 
out,  and  thirty  miles  of  absolute  distance  made  good  by  Massey^s  log. 
This  was  a  much  smaller  per  centage  of  slack  than  we  had  expected  to 
expend,  more  especially  on  the  deep  water.     The  whole  of  Sunday  and 
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Saoday  night  the  ships  continued  beating  up  against  a  head  wind  to- 
wards the  rendezvous  until  about  two  o'clock  on  Monday,  the  SSth, 
when  we  again  fell  in  with  the  Niagara.  To  the  no  slight  astonishment 
of  all  she  immediately  signalled  us,  ''  How  did  you  break  the  cable  ?  " 
which  was  answered,  of  course,  that  we  did  not  break  it.  A  boat  soon 
brought  the  Niagara  engineers  on  board,  from  whom  we  learned  that 
the  electrical  continuity  had  ceased  with  them  at  the  same  instant  and 
in  the  same  unaccountable  manner  that  it  had  with  us,  the  cable  haying 
parted  while  reeling  it  in  after  about  1 50  fathoms  had  been  recorered. 
There  was  no  way  of  accounting  for  the  accident  unless  upon  the  far- 
fetched supposition  that  the  continuity  had  been  destroyed  by  the  cable 
resting  upon  some  rocks  at  the  bottom  of  the  ocean.  No  variation  in 
the  strain  upon  the  dynamometer  at  the  time  of  the  accident  was  observed 
in  either  ship  when  it  occurred.  It  was  clear  that  the  only  effectual 
way  to  remedy  the  mischief  was  to  make  another  splice  and  hope  for 
better  fortune  the  neit  time.  The  ships  were  again  connected  together 
by  a  hawser,  and  a  third  splice  having  been  effected  it  was  thrown  over- 
board, and  the  ships  started  for  their  destination  for  the  third  and  last  time 
at  lOh.  15m.  p.m.  For  the  first  three  hours,  as  on  the  previous  oocaaon, 
a  great  deal  of  slack  cable  was  payed  out,  the  ships  going  at  the  rate  of 
two  knots  an  hour;  but  after  this,  namely,  at  Ih.  55m.  a.m.  on  Tuesday 
morning,  the  29th,  the  speed  of  the  ships  was  increased  to  between  four 
and  five  knots,  the  cable  running  out  from  five-and-a-half  to  six,  and 
the  strain  upon  the  dynamometer  being  kept  steadily  at  from  2,200  to 
2,500  pounds.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  ease  and  regularity  with 
which  the  various  machines  worked,  the  paying^out  engine  and  the 
other  apparatus  being  as  nearly  perfect  in  their  action  as  it  is  possible 
for  mechanical  contrivances  to  be  ;  not  the  slightest  hitch  occoned 
during  the  whole  operation,  either  in  the  running  out  of  the  cable  from 
the  deck  coil  or  in  its  final  delivery  through  the  machine  into  the  sea. 
There  was  one  circumstance  which  will  prove  not  a  little  perplexing  to 
the  many  learned  gentlemen  who  made  theoretical  calculations  repre* 
senting  the  probable  stnun  which  would  be  exerted  upon  the  cable  to 
cause  it  to  leave  the  ship  at  a  sharp  angle;  namely,  that  though  in  many 
instances  the  cable  described  an  angle  as  it  left  the  ship  of  ton  and  eleven 
degrees  firom  the  horizon,  and  rarely  fell  below  fifteen,  yet  the  strain 
never,  in  any  instance,  exceeded  2,500  lb.,  and  not  often  reached  even 
that  limit.  At  noon  on  Tuesday,  four  hours  afber  the  commencement 
of  the  operations,  observation  showed  us  to  be  in  52°  12'  N.  lat.  and 
Sr  ir  W.  Ion.,  having  paid  out  88  miles  of  cable  and  made  good  72 
miles  of  absolute  distance,  being  a  smaller  proportion  of  slack  caU» 
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than  had  beea  calculated  upon.  At  lOh.  10m.  p.m.  (ten  o'clock  ship's 
time)  1 10  miles  of  absolute  distance  had  been  run,  and  1 30  miles  of  cable 
payed  out  during  the  twenty-four  hours  since  leaving  the  rendezvous. 
Everything  went  on  so  smooth  and  calmly  that  the  chances  of  our  suc- 
cessfully submerging  the  whole  length  of  the  line,  even  if  three  times 
the  length,  were  very  great.  The  only  fear  we  had  was  about  the  tran- 
ntion  from  the  deck  coil  to  that  in  the  lower  hold;  there  was  a  consider- 
able distance  between  them,  and,  of  course,  if  any  stoppage,  had 
occurred,  the  cable  must  have  parted.  Under  the  circumstances,  it  was 
only  an  act  of  common  prudence  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Canning,  the  engi- 
neer in  charge  of  the  operation  at  the  time,  to  reduce  the  speed  of  the 
ship,  in  order  to  allow  the  splice  between  to  pass  over  as  easily  as  possible. 
At  1  lb.  30m.  p.m.  the  speed  of  the  ship  was  reduced  to  three-and-a- 
half  miles  per  hour,  and  subsequently  to  less  than  three  knots,  and  as 
there  now  only  remained  some  two  or  three  miles  in  the  deck  coil,  so 
the  speed  of  the  ship  was  still  further  reduced,  and  consequently  that  of 
the  cable  also,  when  in  a  few  minutes  the  report  of  a  gun  fired  from 
the  port  side  of  the  bows  told  us  too  truly  that  the  cable  had  parted. 
Every  one  was  thoroughly  taken  by  surprise  ;  there  was  nothing  to 
account  for  the  occurrence,  as  the  strain  on  the  dynamometer  at  the 
time  only  indicated  2,200  pounds.  The  distance  run  was  118  miles, 
and  a  consultation  was  immediately  held  between  the  captains  of  the 
two  ships  and  the  officers  of  the  company,  after  which  it  was  agreed  to 
stand  back  once  more  to  the  rendezvous  to  endeavour  to  meet  the 
Niagara,  and  to  make  a  fourth  and  last  attempt.  An  agreement  had 
been  made  with  the  Niagara  that  the  two  ships  should  return  to  the 
rendezvous  in  case  a  breakage  occurred  before  either  had  proceeded  100 
miles.  Thus,  though  we  broke  the  letter  of  the  agreement  by  putting 
back,  yet  there  was  still  a  chance  that  the  Niagara  might  not  have 
completed  the  specified  distance,  in  which  case  it  would  be  as  well  not 
to  throw  away  a  chance  of  bringing  the  expedition  at  length  to  a  suc- 
oeesful  issue.  The  ships'  heads  were  therefore  soon  put  about,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  we  were  standing  back  for  the  central  place  of  meeting. 
Our  ill  fortune  did  not  end  here.  Every  hope  of  meeting  with  the 
Niagara  of  course  depended  upon  the  weather  remaining  clear  ;  but  on 
Wednesday,  the  30th,  a  dense  fog  set  in,  through  which  it  was  impos- 
sible to  see  one  hundred  yards.  For  four  days  we  were  cruising  about, 
without  well  knowing  where  we  were,  as  no  observation  could  be 
obtained,  without  once  even  sighting  the  Valorous,  which  we  knew  was 
cruising  within  a  short  distance  of  us.  Every  noisy  device  was  had  re- 
course to  ti)  attract  the  attention  of  the  ships,  should  they  pass  in  our 
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▼icinity.  Guns  were  fired  at  intervals,  and  bells  and  bugles  were  kept 
in  constant  action;  but  all  to  no  purpose.  On  tbe  morning  of  Sunday, 
the  4th  of  July,  the  weather  cleared  a  little,  and  we  again  sighted  the 
Valorous,  but  on  obtaining  an  observation,  we  found  our  position  was 
still  some  distance  from  the  rendezvous.  A  few  hours'  aailing^  howeTer, 
soon  put  us  on  the  spot,  where  the  ships  remained  until  mid -day  on 
Tuesday,  July  6th.  There  was  still  no  appearance  of  the  Niagara  and 
Gorgon,  and  arrangements  were  entered  into  that  we  should  wait  no 
longer  there  than  8  p.m.  on  the  same  evening.  The  evening  came,  but 
still  no  signs  of  the  ships,  so  all  siul  was  immediately  made  for  Queens- 
town.  The  wind  was  fair  during  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  and  with- 
out almost  making  an  alteration  in  a  rope,  the  ships  made  an  average 
speed  of  eight  knots  an  hour;  but  on  Friday  morning,  the  9th,  the  wind 
fell  light,  and  obliged  the  Agamemnon  to  lower  screw  and  get  up 
steam.  On  Saturday,  the  10th,  when  about  250  miles  off  Cape  Clear, 
we  again  fell  in  with  a  dense  fog,  which  continued  until  Queenstown 
harbour  was  made,  on  Monday,  the  12th,  about  noon.  On  Sunday  tlie 
fog  was  so  thick  that,  though  we  knew  by  reckoning  that  the  ship 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  Cape,  yet  no  light  oonld  be  i 
However,  the  ship  found  her  way  on  by  keeping  the  lead  going,  and 
sighted  the  harbour  early  in  the  morning.  The  ships  of  the  equadron 
after  recoaling,  started  upon  a  final  trial  on  the  18th  of  July. 
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The  members  of  this  club  subscribed  in  1856  upwards  of  £70,  whidi 
was  invested  in  a  splendid  challenge  Prize,  manufactured  by  Mr.  fiensoa, 
of  Ludgate  Hill,  (a  gentleman  who  has  more  than  once  presented  the 
club  with  handsome  prizes).  The  cup  is  thus  described  in  our  fifth 
volume,  p.  364: — *^  This  epergne  or  centre  piece  is  twenty  inches  high, 
the  base  being  formed  of  three  richly-chased  dolphina'  heads,  relieved 
with  bright  polished  medallions,  on  which  the  inscription  is  to  be 
engraved.  Springing  from  the  base,  and  surrounded  by  rocks,  are  some 
cleverly  chased  bulrushes  in  frosted  silver,  which  form  the  stem,  around 
which  and  resting  upon  the  rocks,  are  the  emblems  of  maritime  life, 
viz. — the  buoy,  the  coil  of  rope  attached  to  an  anchor,  a  mast-top  with 
cross-trees  and  shrouds,  the  burgee  of  the  P.  W.  Y.  C.  flying,  a  Aag- 
staff  with  flag  unfurled,  and  a  wreath  of  laurels.  The  whole  is  sur- 
mounted by  an  elegantly  shaped  solid  silver  dish,  filled  with  wax  flowers, 
which  is  supported  by  bulrushes.     Springmg  horn  the  border  of  the 
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diah  are  some  elegantly  chased  water  lilies  and  leaves.     Its  weight  is 
about  80  ounces  of  siWer/' 

In  1856,  at  the  first  match,  the  Flirt,  a  new  vessel  of  eight  tons,  bnilfc 
by  Harvey,  of  Wivenboe,  for  the  late  Mr.  A.  J.  Toung,  won  the  prize, 
beating  the  Little  Mosquito  by  SOs.  only,  and  the  Julia  by  15m.  508. 
In  1857,  the  Little  Mosquito  gained  the  prize  by  beating  the  Silver 
Cload,  Valentine,  and  Rifleman,  and  this  year  she  permanently  secured 
the  prise  for  her  owner  by  an  easy  contest. 

Arrived  at  Erith  on  the  8th  ult.,  the  following  yachts  were  at  their 
moorings  :— 

Numbered  as  in  HuHfs  Vnivereal  Yacht  iMtfar  1858. 


No. 

Tachts  Names. 

Big. 

Tons. 

Owners, 

f>S'i 

Hawk... 

Little  Mosquito 

dandy 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

4 
8 
8 
7 

J.  Hampton,  Esq. 

E.  8.  Bulmer,  Esq. 
J.  Fradgley,  Esq. 

F.  £.  BucknaU,  Esq. 

975 

Yalentine 

895 

Rover  

The  Undine  and  Bine  Belle  were  entered,  but  did  not  put  in  an 
appearance.  The  course  from  Erith  to  the  Chapman  and  back.  Time 
for  tonnage  one  minute  per  ton.  The  Little  Mosquito  and  Valtotine 
are  old  favorites  of  the  Thames  yachtsmen,  but  die  Hawk  and  Rover  are 
unknown  to  fame,  and  although,  as  the  event  proved,  good  little  sea- 
boats,  never  can  be  termed  racers.  Their  owners  are  entitled  to  the 
thanks  of  the  club  ibr'entering  and  starting,  or  as  the  Undine  and  Blue 
Belle  backed  out  the  day  would  have  been  a  blank.  When  vessels  are 
withdrawn  there  should  be  some  public  reason  given;  as  it  is  at  present^ 
we  are  led  to  surmise  many  unpleasant  things,  amongst  them  that  a 
desire  prevailed  to  spoil  sport.  We  do  not  mean  on  this  occasion  only, 
but  generally  speaking  such  conclusions  are  arrived  at,  whether  right  or 
wrong. 

The  early  morn  was  threatening  a  wet  day,  but  it  passed  off  for  a 
time,  and  at  I2h.  12m.  258.  the  signal  was  given  to  start,  and  the  four 
vessels  were  soon  covered  with  their  canvas,  the  Rover  being  the  fii-st  to 
set  her  topsail, — and  taking  slightly  the  lead,  followed  by  Mosquito  and 
Valentine,  and  Hawk  last.  After  passing  Erith  pier  the  Valentine  got 
to  windward  of  Mosquito,  passing  so  close  that  she  took  the  wind  out  of 
the  latter's  topsail,  but  it  was  only  for  a  bhort  duration,  as  the  Little 
Mosquito  soon  regained  her  position,  and  also  gave  the  go-by  to  Rover. 
On  nearing  Purfleet  the  wind  shifted  to  S.W.,  and  a  heavy  squall  came 
on,  accompanied  by  a  complete  deluge  of  rain,  when  **  down  topsails^' 
was  the  universal  order.     This  the  Little  Mosquito  soon  effected,  and 
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also  shifted  her  jib,  making  all  snog,  and  away  she  flew  through  Long 
Reach  like  mad — ^half  burying  herself  in  rough  waters— dashing  the 
waves  aside  she  increased  the  distance  from  ValentiDe,  which  not  being 
so  fortunate  in  lowering  her  topsail  experienced  a  great  drawback  from 
its  fouling  the  end  of  gaff,  where  it  hung  until  nearing  Greenhithe, 
when  a  man  went  aloft,  and  released  it.  Her  jib  sheet  also  got  adrift, 
and  from  these  mishaps  she  never  recovered,  although  the  Mosquito, 
when  going  through  Gray^s  Reach  the  wind  fell  light,  and  she  was 
driven  out  of  the  tide  for  some  time.  Previous  to  this  they  had  hoisted 
their  topsuls,  and  were  struggling  against  nearly  a  dead  calm.  In  this 
quiet  manner  they  proceeded,  passing  Grravesend  about  Ih.  30m. 

Leaving  them  to  jog  on  the  steamer  went  ahead,  and  we  believe  a 
council  of  the  committee  was  held  on  board,  to  ascertain  whether  the 
course  could  be  shortened,  for  it  was  evident  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  reach  the  Chapman  (the  appointed  turning)  with  so  light  a  wind, 
therefore  if  the  original  rule  was  adhered  to  there  was  no  chance  of 
returning  to  Erith  in  time  (10  p.m.).  It  being  decided  they  had  the 
power  under  the  present  circumstances,  the  steamer  was  anchored  off 
Shell  Haven. 

After  passing  the  Ovans  buoy  the  Mosquito  caught  a  breexe  which 
assisted  her  to  increase  her  distance  from  Valentine,  and  she  rounded  the 
steamer  at  4h.  10m. 

It  would  have  been  much  better  for  Mosquito  if  the  course  had  been 
kept,  as  it  appeared  afterwards,  for  after  rounding  she  had  to  anchor  at 
the  stern  of  the  steamer  for  55  minutes,  there  being  no  wind  to  aid  her 
in  stemming  the  outgoing  tide.  However,  the  crew  profitting  by  this 
respite  to  their  labours,  shifted  their  wet  clothing  for  dry,  and  took 
refreshments,  all  of  which  they  much  needed. 

The  Valentine  meanwhile  was  endeavouring  to  reach  the  steamer,  but 
vain  were  her  attempts,  and  one  of  the  most  irksome,  and  to  her  crew 
most  tedious  trials  we  ever  witnessed  in  a  race  had  to  be  patiently  put 
up  with.  She  was  close  to  the  steamer,  but  round  she  could  not  be  got, 
and  her  owner  (Mr.  Fradgley),  who  was  on  board  the  steamer,  hailed 
the  crew  to  strike  their  racing  flag,  and  ^ve  up  ;  a  man  had  proceeded 
some  way  up  the  shrouds  for  that  purpose,  when  the  gentleman  (Dr. 
Guest)  who  was  sailing  her,  ordered  him  down ,  and  it  appeared  that  old 
Boreas  approved  of  his  **  plack,"  for  immediately  a  slight  puff  filled  the 
Valentine's  sails,  and  she  rounded  at  6h.  10m.  10s.,  amid  the  cheers  of 
the  steamer's  passengers. 

But  where  was  the  Little  Mosquito  all  this  time  ?  why  after  waiting 
the  time  before  mentioned  she  up  anchor  and  quietly  bade  us  good  bye. 
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When  we  consider  the  start  she  had  from  this  point,  it  would  certainly 
be  somewhat  miraculous,  barriog  accidents,  if  she  did  not  win — 
Ih.  25m.  is  a  pretty  fair  start.  After  the  Valentine  had  rounded,  the 
steamer  up  anchor  and  put  on  the  <'  black  diamonds"  to  overreach  the 
liitU  stinger.  In  passing  Rosherrille  she  was  favored  with  a  geutle 
breeze,  which  she  brought  all  the  way  up  to  Erith,  and  at  9h.  27m.  the 
gun  annonoced  the  Little  Mosquito  the  winner  I  after  a  harassing  and 
tedious  contest  of  9h.  14m.  35s.  What  time  the  Valentine  arrived  we 
did  not  hear,  as  the  steamer  made  the  best  of  her  way  to  Black  wall. 
The  Rover  was  passed  on  the  return,  and  she  had  met  with  an  accideot 
it  appears,  as  her  topsail  yard  was  fished  with  a  paddle. 

The  result  of  this  match  gives  the  prize  permanently  to  Mr.  Bulmer, 
and  we  are  convinced  he  would  have  felt  greater  pleasure  if  there  had 
been  a  good  contest* 

This  prize  has  been  thrice  ran  for,  and  we  wish  every  challenge  prize 
shared  the  same  fate — not  one  race  more  or  less.  There  are  similar 
prizes  which  are  completely  antiquated  from  the  length  of  time  they 
bave  remained  unwon. 

It  would  be  a  laxity  of  duty  if  we  did  not  add  that  the  cup  was  pre- 
sented by  the  commodore,  R.  Hewitt,  Esq.,  in  a  very  neat  and  concise 
speech,  and  the  winner  briefly,  but  effectively,  expressed  his  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  praises  bestowed  on  his  vessel  and  crew.  The  champagne 
flowed  freely,  and  although  it  had  been  a  tedious  voyage  the  committee 
and  officers  of  the  .dub  merit  the  thanks  of  the  voyageurs  for  their 
attention  and  kindness. 

Mr.  Hatcher,  the  builder  of  Mosqtuto,  sailed  her,  and  he  informed  us 
it  was  the  nineteenth  prize  she  had  won. 
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On  the  20th  ult.  we  left  Blackwall  with  a  soft  and  balmy  air — ^the  sky 
Italianized,  with  slight  gauze-like  specks— the  waves  on  Old  Thames 
gentle  and  undulating— and  the  prospect  of  just  sufficient  wind  to  waft 
the  tiny  craft  to  their  destination  and  back.  The  salubrity  of  the 
moining  attracted  a  numerous  assemblage  of  the  fair  daughters  of  Eve, 
whose  charms,  decorated  with  all  that  taste  the  modeste's  talent  could 
invent,  were  radiant  in  smiles  and  graceful  ease.  With  such  fairy-like 
goddesses  could  mortal  man  be  otherwise  than  content,  so  with  soul  and 
body  at  rest  the  lords  of  the  creation  arrived  at  the  far-famed  £ritb, 
irhcnre  the  pretty  little  specimens  of  marine  architecture  were  waiting  to 
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exhibit  their  prowess  in  qaiet  strife.  As  the  eye  glanced  along  the  line 
it  first  was  caught  by  a  light  blue  flag,  beneath  which  might  be  seen  a 
long  slender  body  with  a  saucy  devil-ine*eare  look,  which  if  met  with 
in  the  Mediterranean  would  suggest  to  the  mind  of  the  merchant  sailor 
tales  of  the  buccaneer.  This  was  the  Julia,  a  great  pet  with  the  con- 
noisseurs of  the  Thames  ;  then  a  smaller  craft  met  the  view,  but  defi* 
cient  of  those  beautiful  lines  that  foretell  of  speed  and  glory ;  next 
we  beheld  a  miniature  schooner,  which,  as  she  rode  gracefully  at  her 
moorings,  was,  in  the  judgment  of  all  racing  men,  sadly  out  of  place  on 
this  occasion.  Such  toys  are  best  suited  for  aboye-bridge  matches,  in 
calm  and  quiet  waters,  where  large  ships  and  steamers  cannot  disturb 
their  serenity.  But  stay,  reader,  gentle  or  not,  stay — there  is  one  other 
speck  on  the  mighty  Thames,  with  proud  and  defiant  bearing,  under  a 
blood-red  flag,  whose  crew  seemed  to  look  around  them  with  the  reso- 
lution of  men  who  are  determined  to  uphold  the  honor  of  the  planks 
that  bear  them:  this  was  the  Little  Mosquito,  the  champion  of  her  class 
on  the  Thames.  And  these  four  constituted  the  fleet  destined  to  con- 
tend at  the  last  match,  this  season,  of  this  spirited  club. 

The  prizes  were  a  splendid  silver  claret  jug,  of  the  value  of  £20,  for 
the  first  yacht— £10  in  cash  for  the  second,  and  £5  cash  for  the  third. 
The  course  from  Erith,  round  a  boat  moored  off  Coal  flonse  Point,  and 
back  to  Oreenwich.  Time:^-one  minute  per  ton  for  the  difference  oi 
tonnage. 

The  following  entered: — 

Numbered  as  in  Hunt  a  Univertal  Vaehi  lAHfor  1868. 

Tons. 


Yachts*  Names. 


521  Julia... cutter 

95  Blue  Belle. cutter 

57|Atalanta schooner 

582LitUe  Mosquito cutter 


Rig. 


Owners, 


P.  Turner,  Ksq. 

J.  Kidgway,  E^. 

F.  &  T.  N.  Talfourd,  Esqs. 

E.  S.  Bulmer,  Esq. 


At  llh.  27m.  30s.  the  sound  of  the  starting  gun  boomed  over  the 
waters^  and  the  canvas  of  the  Mosquito  was  aet  ere  the  smoke  cleared 
away,  and  she  was  first  to  cant  gracefully  roniid  on  her  course,  followed 
by  Julia,  Blue  Belle  third,  and  Atalanta  last.  Julia  was  the  first  to 
hoist  topsail,  which  Little  Moequito  followed,  and  when  under  all  oanvM 
the  former  looked  a  giant  beside  the  latter.  *<  Is  the  Moequito  of  the 
same  tonnage  as  the  Julia?  *'  was  frequently  asked,  and  when  answered 
in  the  affirmative— -great  aorprise  was  manifest*  The  differeoce  in  their 
appearaoce  is  most  extraordinary  for  vessels  of  the  same  tonnage. 


ROYAL  LONDON  YACHT  CLUB  HATCH.       321 

The  Mosquito,  when  fairly  on  h«r  course,  hegan  skeeting;  which  Julia 
after  a  short  time  followed.  In  the  Rands  Reach  a  catspaw  might  be 
seen  ruffling  the  waters,  which  lifted  the  two  rivals  merrily  along,  whilst 
the  Blue  Belle  doused  topsail,  and  careening  over  to  the  fury  of  the  puff, 
was  gunwale  under,  imbibing,  we  opine,  rather  more  of  the  homoepathic 
medicine  than  was  either  pleasant  or  desirable.  The  Little  Mosquito 
and  Julia  had  a  sharp  struggle  through  this  into  Long  Reach,  when  the 
former,  after  one  or  two  boards,  succeeded  in  shaking  off  her  antagonist, 
and  showed  her  the  road  to  Gravesend. 

The  Little  Mosquito  is  very  quick  in  stays,  and  we  seldom  meet  with 
a  craf);  which  answers  her  helm  with  such  readiness.  Her  formidable 
rival  is  much  slower,  and  we  fancied  on  one  or  two  occasions  that  there 
was  more  than  usual  delay  ;  but  persons  at  a  distance  on  board  a 
steamer  cannot  judge  so  well  as  those  sailing  in  a  vessel. 

No  perceptible  difference  appeared  between  the  two  vessels-— the  race 
being  entirely  confined  to  them,  as  the  Blue  Belle  just  showed  round 
Broadness  Point  when  the  others  were  entering  Gravesend  Reach.  In 
this  order  the  town  was  passed,  and  the  steamer  made  for  the  place  of 
destination^  vix.  Coal  Harbour  Point,  where  she  brought  up,  having  sent 
a  flag  boat  for  t^e  yachts  to  round.  On  looking  up  the  Hope  the  Little 
Mosquito  was  seen  coming  with  a  lead,  but  not  so  much  as  when  the 
steamer  passed  her.     The  vessels  rounded  thus:— - 

h.   m.   8. 1                        h.    m.    s.  |  h.    m.    a. 

lAosquito.. 1    10    0  |  Julia^ 1     12    35  )  Blue  Belle 1     35    0 

The  Atalanta  of  course  did  not  show  so  far  from  home.  On  the 
return  she  was  'passed  in  apparently  a  distressed  condition, — her  sails 
were  hanging  loose*  and  her  ensign  flying  at  a  distance,  to  attract  atten- 
tion, but  whether  as  a  signal  of  dbtress,  or  as  a  protest  against  some 
**  marine  monster**  who  impeded  her  way,  '*  your  deponent  sayeth  not.'^ 
She  is  a  very  neat  pretty -looking  little  craft,  and  may  be  successful  in 
more  placid  waters. 

There  is  an  old  adage,  "  that  a  race  is  never  lost  until  it  is  won,"  and 
this  was  rendered  a  truism  this  day.  The  Julia  from  her  rounding  had 
he&k  coming  up  hand  over  hand  with  her  opponent,  and  so  close  together 
wen  they  off  the  lower  end  of  Gravesend  that  they  began  manoBuvring 
— the  one  to  pass,  the  other  to  prevent, — both  of  course  hugging  the 
leeward  or  Essex  shore.  When  off  Tilbury  the  Julia  was  to  leeward, 
and  the  Little  Mosquito  kept  slightly  nearing  her  bow  to  prevent  her 
posnng;  by  a  bold  and  skilful  manceuvre  the  Julia  down  helm  as  though 
she  would  pass  to  windward.  The  ruse  took — the  Little  Mosquito 
altered  her  cottrse-«»in  an  instant  the  JuUa  up  helm  and  shot  post  her 
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like  the  lightning's  flash.     The  whole  affair  was  of   that  exceeding 

cleverness  of  skill,  and  so  momentary  that  all  who  witnessed  the  result 

were  delighted  with  the  tactics  displayed.     This  placed  Julia  in  a  fair 

way  of  winning  the  jug,  for  her  immense  topssdl  helped  her  through  the 

water  surprisingly.     In  nearing  Tilbury  Ness  it  was  very  doubtful  if 

she  would  be  able  to  weather  the  point.     In  fact,  they  had  both  so 

hugged  the  lee  shore  that  *'  bout  ship"  seemed  inevitable,  in  which  case 

Little  Mosquito  would  have  had  another  squeak  ;  however,  a  slight 

breeze  sprung  up  just  in  time,  and  they  shaved  the  point,  and  away  in 

reality  flew  the  Julia.    No  change  from  this  occurred,  and  they  finished 

at  Greenwich  as  follows:— 

h.    m,    8.  I                          h.    m.    s.  I  h.    m.    s. 

Julia 4    25    0   I  Mosquito 4    29    35  |  Blue  Belle 5      0    40 

The  Julia,  therefore,  was  the  winner  of  the  first  prize.  Since  the 
Royal  Thames'  last  match  she  has  undergone  some  alterations,  which 
have  much  improved  her  sailing  powers;  and  we  regret  that  yacht  nudng 
on  the  Thames  is  closed  for  this  season,  as  it  is  desirable  to  ascertain  if 
these  alterations  are  of  permanent  benefit. 

The  old  favorite  winning  the  first  prize  was  hailed  with  much  cheer- 
ing, and  we  are  satisfied  Mr.  Bulmer  will  join  in  the  good  feeling 
expressed  by  all  on  this  occasion,  as  his  excellent  little  vessel  has  not  lost 
one  leaf  from  her  laurels. 

The  Julia  was  sailed  by  Dingley,  having  on  board  with  him  Mr. 
Knibbs  (the  Vice- Commodore  of  the  P.  W.  Y.  C),  whose  excellent  sea- 
manship must  have  been  of  great  service.  The  Mosquito  was  sailed  by 
Wiley, 

The  prizes  were  presented  by  the  Commodore,  A.  Arcedeckne,  Esq., 
in  his  usual  facetious  style;  and  after  due  circulation  of  the  nectar-»the 
day  being  young,  the  steamer  proceeded  on  a  trip  of  pleasure  to  Erith 
and  back,  during  which  the  **  light  fantastic"  was  renewed. 
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This  regatta  commenced  at  Queenstown,  on  Tuesday,  July  13th,  under 
very  unfavourable  circumstances.  A  few  drizzling  showers  of  short 
duration,  and  a  very  strong  wind,  by  which  the  sea  was  rendered  rough 
and  uninviting,  marred  to  a  great  extent  the  amusement  that  wodd 
otherwise  have  been  created.  The  steamships  of  the  River  Company 
plied  between  Cork  and  Queenstown,  calling  at  Glenbrook  and  Monks- 
town  every  hour,  and  although  the  number  of  persons  who  arrived  ia 
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Queeostown  from  them  was  not  inconsiderable,  it  was  less  than  usual 
on  regatta  days.  The  train  boats  brought  a  good  many  visitors  also  ; 
but  less,  we  believe,  than  was  expected.  The  promenade  quay,  which 
is  usually  a  scene  of  gaiety  and  liveliness,  was  but  thinly  attended;  and 
the  heights  which  command  a  view  of  the  harbour  were  occupied  by  very 
few.  The  ungenial  appearance  of  the  day  succeeded  in  sensibly  dimin- 
ishing the  number  of  fair  visitors,  whose  presence  is  always  the  most 
attractive  portion  of  every  attraction.  The  band  of  the  Royal  Cork 
Artillery,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Howard,  was  in  attendance.' 

The  first  race  was  between  first  class  hookers,  exceeding  20  tons;  first 
boat  £9,  second  boat  £3.  At  ten  o'clock  the  Mary  Dawson  (a  Rinsale 
boat),  the  Mary  Barrett,  and  another  hooker,  the  name  of  which  was 
not  specified,  started  from  the  Royal  Yacht  Club  House,  and,  after  going 
round  the  buoy  in  the  harbour,  proceeded  to  sea,  passed  a  boat  moored 
six  miles  south  of  the  Lighthouse;  and,  after  going  outside  a  boat  moored 
three  miles  to  the  east  of  her,  and  another  near  the  Daunt  s  rook  buoy, 
returned  round  the  Spit  Light  and  Beacon,  leaving  them  on  the  port 
hand,  and  passing  between  the  club  battery  and  a  flag  boat  moored 
opposite.  The  Mary  Dawson  came  in  first,  the  Mary  Barrett  second, 
and  the  "  nameless  one"  did  not  appear  up  to  a  very  late  hour. 

The  next  race  between  yachts  exceeding  50  tons,  no  time  allowed  for 
tonnage,  open  to  yachts  belonging  to  members  oi  Royal  Clubs  and  New 
York  Yacht  Club,  for  the  Eglinton  prize,  £60,  was  started  at  eleven 
o'clgfik^.  The  following  were  entered: — 
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No. 

TMhts  Names. 

Big. 

Tom. 

Owners 

718 

1087 

659 

Oithona JUvWm;.. 

Wildfire .'... 

Mosquito tuia^.. 

schooner 
schooner 
schooner 

80 
60 
60 

G.  Harrison,  Esq. 

J.  Turner  Turner,  Esq. 

T.  Groves,  Esq. 

On  going  out  of  harbour  the  Mosquito  led  the  way.  The  Wildfire 
returned  without  completing  the  race,  after  having  carried  away  her 
bovrsprit  and  bobstay.  The  Oithona  came  in  before  the  Mosquito  and 
eonsequently  won  the  prize. 

The  second  yacht  race,  which  commenced  at  twelve  o*clock,  consisted 
of  yachts  exceeding  20  and  not  exceeding  50  tons,  time  race,  half  rate 
Ackers'  scale,  and  below  that  half  minute  per  ton,  open  on  same  con- 
ditions as  first  race;  prize  £45,  Nine  yachts  were  entered  to  compete 
for  this  prize: — 
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NumbertdimBimeg  Yacht  List  for  IS&B. 


No. 


TaohtB*  Names. 


Rig. 


Tons 


Owners. 


1026 

26 


Vigilant. 

Amazon 

637  (Meteor.... 

427  Glance 

305|Eztrayaganza . 

28|Amphltrite 

263  Dream 


catter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
eutter 


84 
45 
S3 
35 
48 
43 
25 


J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq. 
J.  H.  Johnson,  Esq. 
D.  O'SuUiTan,  Esq. 
Major  Longfield 
Sir  Percy  Shelley,  Bart. 
W.  D.  Seymour,  Esq. 
M.  Hayes,  Esq. 


The  Julia  aad  the  Foam  were  entered  hut  did  not  start.  Upon 
the  Bignal  heing  given  the  others  moved  off  with  a  very  favourable 
breeze,  but  in  the  endeavour  to  keep  clear  of  a  ship  wliich  lay  at  ancbor, 
in  their  way,  the  Extravaganza  and  Meteor  fell  foul,  and  mutually  inca- 
pacitated each  other  from  proceeding.  The  Glance  went  ahead  of  ber 
rivals,  The  Amazon  followed  her  at  a  short  distance,  closely  pursued 
by  the  Vigilant.  The  Amazon  soon  succeeded  in  getting  away  from 
the  Vigilant^  and  on  rounding  the  buoy  passed  the  Glance.  The  Dream 
which  was  one  of  the  slowest  at  the  starting,  after  gaining  a  litde  on  tbe 
Vigilant  and  falling  back  again,  carried  away  her  bob^stay  and  gave  up. 
The  contest  therefore  lay  between  the  Amazon,  the  Gknce,  and  the 
Amphitrite,  the  second  of  which  eame  in  at  dh.  SSm.  208.»  and  was 
declared  winner.  The  Amazon  did  not  arrive  until  six  o'dodt, 
.  At  two  o^cloek  the  following  four-oared  whale  boats  started  for  the 
Egmont  prize,  £4: — William,  Roger  Pumphry;  Enchantress,  Jamea 
Pumphry;  Victoria,  Michael  Mahony.  The  William  was  dedared  suc- 
cessful, having  come  in  first ;  the  Enchantress  came  in  second. 

The  next  prize^  for  six-oared  men-of-war  boats,  first  £5,  second  £1^ 
was  run  for  by  four  boats.  The  course,  instead  of  extending,  as  in  the 
foregoing  cases,  outside  the  harbour,  was  by  an  arrangement  made^  in 
consequence  of  the  roughness  of  the  sea,  confined  within  it.  The  first 
prize  was  taken  by  Robert  Bennett,  and  the  second  by  David  Dingwell. 
The  other  races  were  postponed,  in  consequence  of  the  evening  be- 
coming wet. 

The  new  river  steamer,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  started  £rom  Queenstown 
at  half-past  one  o'clock,  and  proceeded  out  to  sea,  with  a  limited  num- 
ber of  passengers,  to  view  the  progress  of  the  yachts  outside.  Tiie 
yaohts  of  the  first  race  came  in  before  she  reached  tlie  harboor's  mouth, 
and  from  the  haabess  of  the  day,  and  the  violence  of  the  gale,  the 
course  of  the  second  race  could  be  but  imperfectly  observed. 

Second  day, — The  weather  was  much  more  favourable  than  on  the 
preceding  day,  and  in  consequence  the  influx  of  visitors  into  Queenstown 
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was  very  much  greater.  The  serend  river  and  railway  steamers  were 
crowded,  in  some  cases  almost  to  excess,  and  the  carriages  of  the  Cork 
and  Passage  Railway  Company,  which  were  all  in  use,  were  well  filled 
during  the  entire  day.  The  heach,  and  streets  in  the  immediate  proxi- 
mity of  the  harhoor,  were  thronged  with  passengers  to  and  fro,  and  the 
heights  in  the  vicinity  of  the  club-house  were  crowded. 

The  first  race  started  at  ten  o'clock,  and  consisted  of  second  class 
hookers,  exceeding  12  and  not  exceeding  20  tons  :  first  boat  it 7,  second 
£3.  The  following  hookers  set  sail  with  a  very  fine  wind  .-^Fanny, 
Michael  Cadigan,  Kinsale ;  Ellen  Dawson,  Mr.  Dawson,  Kinsale ; 
Catherine,  Michael  Fitzgerald,  Rathcoursy ;  Two  Brothers,  Richard 
Fitzgerald,  Rathcoursy.  The  Ellen  Dawson  came  in  first,  the  Catherine 
second,  and  the  Two  Brothers  third. 

The  next  race  was  to  have  taken  place  at  twelve  o^elock,  but  did  not 
start  until  12h.  88m.  358.,  in  consequence  of  the  Foam  not  being  ready 
to  take  up  her  position.  It  consisted  of  yachts  of  20  tons  and  upwards, 
upon  the  same  conditions  as  to  time  and  other  arrangements  as  the 
second  race  of  the  precedmg  day* 

The  prize  was  the  Queen^s  Cup,  value  100  guineas.  The  base  of  the 
cup  is  formed  of  dolphins,  gracefully  curving  around  two  shells,  which 
support  on  each  side  of  the  pedestal  two  beautiful  figures  of  mermaids 
in  white  silver,  one  playing  a  lute  and  the  other  a  lyre  ;  above  which 
springs  a  branch  of  coral,  upon  which  rests  as  a  cup  a  beautiful  model  of 
a  nautilus  ahell;  the  handle  is  formed  by  a  representation  of  a  mermaid 
dressing  her  hair.  On  one  side  of  the  cup  is  engraved  a  galley  with 
armed  men  on  board,  and  the  other  side,  which  is  as  yet  plain,  will  bear 
the  ioscription. 

The  following  yachts  started: — 
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No 


Taehttf'Kamot 


Klg 


Tons 


Owners 


VigUant... 
Mosquito . 
Amazon... 


1026 

659 

26 

378Toam . 
497 
305 


Glance.. 

Extravaganza., 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


34 
60 
45 
26 
34 
49 


J.  0.  Atkins,  Esq. 

T.  Groves,  Esq. 

J.  H.  Johnson,  Esq. 

M,  Longfleld,  Esq. 

Major  Longfleld 

Sir  Percy  Shelley,  Bart 


None  of  the  yachts  having  arrived  up  to  nine  p.m.,  the  match  had  to 
be  reeailed,  which  took  place  on  Friday. 

Other  races  had  to  be  postponed  for  want^of  wind,  and  at  half-past 
two  o'clock  the  race  of  fbur-oared  whale  boats,  for  a  prize  of  £4  for  the 
first,  and  ^1  for  the  second,  was  entered  on,  and  the  following  started:— 


326  hunt's  yachting  magazine. 

Foam,  W.  Towell,  Queenstown  ;  Lion,  James  Driscoll,  Qaeenstown  ; 
Pony,  James  Sullivan,  Queenstown;  Enchanter,  James  Dunlop,  Queena- 
town.     It  was  won  by  the  Lion.     The  Foam  came  in  second. 

A  prize  of  £5  for  the  first,  and  £1  for  the  second  boat,  was  ofFered 
to  naval  apprentices,  but  in  consequence  of  the  brigs  not  having  arrived, 
it  was  also  postponed  till  the  morrow.  The  gigs  of  the  Nile,  Advance, 
Agamemnon,  and  Inconstant,  with  four  oars  each,  started  at  four  o'clock, 
and  after  a  spirited  contest  the  Inconstant  succeeded  in  gaining  the  first 
prize,  £4,  and  the  Agamemnon  the  second,  £2.  Their  course  was 
round  the  war  steamer  Gorgon,  leaving  her  on  the  port  hand,  thence 
round  Sir  Gilbert  East's  schooner  yacht,  the  Ella,  leaving  her  on  the 
port  hand  also,  and  to  win  off  the  flagstaff  at  the  promenade  quay. 

The  most  enlivening  race  of  the  day  was  that  which  commenced  at 
five  o'clock,  viz:— 

Four-oared  gigs  pulled  and  steered  by  gentlemen,  members  of  royal 
yacht-clubs,  recognised  rowing  clubs,  or  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  ; 
a  sweepstakes  of  £5,  to  which  the  committee  will  add  £25;  three  boats 
to  start  or  the  public  money  will  not  be  added.  It  consisted  of  the 
Gipsy — S.  Phipps,  R.  Parker,  P.  Power,  J.  Johnson,  and  J.  P.  Taylor 
(cox)  ;  and  Falcon — A.  Hawks,  T.  Boland,  H.  Stammers,  A.  Johnston, 
and  G.  H.  Craig  (cox).  It  was  a  very  equal  match,  and  the  pontion 
of  the  gigs,  during  the  entire  course,  was  almost  side  by  side.  The 
Falcon  gained  about  a  boat's  length  'between  the  place  of  stardng 
and  the  turning  buoy,  which  the  Gipsy  pulled  up  at  the  turn,  and  led 
her  rival  by  half  a  boat's  length.  The  race  was  a  most  exciting  one, 
and  the  rowers  pulled  as  if  ^<  for  the  bare  life."  The  Gipsy  gained  the 
race  by  one  third  of  a  boat's  length.  Both  coxswains  displayed  great 
dexterity  and  judgment. 

Duck  hunts  and  fireworks  concluded  the  day's  sport.  The  regatta 
ball  took  place  in  the  evening,  and  was  attended  by  166  gentlemen  and 
141  ladies.  The  band  of  the  guardship  Nile,  relieved  by  the  Grerman 
band,  supplied  the  music.  Dancing  was  kept  up  vigorously  until  three 
o^dock. 

Third  Day, — The  sports  were  postponed  to  this  day,  in  consequence 
of  the  boisterous  nature  of  the  first  and  the  extreme  calmness  of  the 
second  day  ;  and  it  now  appeared  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry 
out  the  matches  for  the  larger  craft.  Therefore  the  amusements  were 
confined  to  rowing  matches  and  racing  between  small  sailing  boats. 

At  t^o  o'clock,  a  rowing  match  for  £3,  between  naval  apprentices*  in 
which  two  of  H.  M.  S.  Wizard's  boats  contended,  when  after  a  spirited 
bout  Sullivan  beat  Miller. 
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The  second  match  was  also  by  naval  apprentices  belonging  to  the 
same  vessel  as  last,  for  a  prize  of  £1,  when  Mahony  succeeded  in  cleverly 
vanquishing  his  opponent  Parry. 

The  third  race  was  between  two  teu-oared  cutters  belonging  to 
H.  M.  S.  Nile,  and  was  well  contested,  but  unfortunately  the  first  boat 
not  keeping  her  proper  course  she  was  declared  disqualified,  and  the 
second  boat  received  the  prize. 

At  three  o'clock  four  small  yachts  started  for  a  prize  of  £5,  none  of 
which  exceeded  five  tons,  viz. :— ^Midge,  Mr.  6.  W.  Johnson  ;  Kile, 
Lieut.  Fox  ;  Experiment,  Mr.  D.  O'Leary  ;  Alarm,  Mr.  N.  Boland. 
The  boats  made  a  capital  start.  On  rounding  the  spit  they  were  in  the 
following  order: — Mr.  O'Leary 's  yacht  took  the  lead,  about  half  a 
minute  in  advance  of  the  Nile;  Alarm  next,  and  Midge  last.  In  passing 
the  Inconstant,  round  which  the  course  lay,  the  Experiment  was  35s. 
in  advance  of  the  Nile,  and  came  in  a  winner.     Nile  second. 

A  race  of  four-oared  whale  boats,  belonging  to  Queenstown,  com- 
menced at  half-past  three  o'clock.  The  Ellen,  John  Newman  ;  West- 
bourne,  John  Murphy;  Foam,  Denis  Law  lor,  started.  The  prizes  were 
for  the  first  boat  £3,  which  was  obtained  by  the  Westbourne,  and  for 
the  second  £1,  which  the  Ellen  won. 

At  four  o'clock  there  was  a  very  nice  four-oared  yacht  gig  race, 
within  the  harbour;  prizes,  first  boat  £3,  second  £1.  The  boats  which 
started  belonged  to  the  following  yachts,  and  were  manned  by  their 
respective  crews,  viz. : — Ella,  lone,  Eugenie,  Meteor,  Esmeralda,  Urania, 
and  Cynthia. 

They  started  at  the  signal  in  good  order.  The  lone  soon  led,  and 
managed  to  keep  first  place  during  the  whole  course.  There  was  great 
rivalry  exhibited  between  the  Ella  and  Elsmeralda.  When  turning  round 
the  first  ship,  the  Esmeralda  was  closely  pursued  by  the  Ella  ;  but  when 
passing  in  front  of  the  club  house,  the  Esmeralda  appeared  second  in 
the  race,  with  the  Ella  closely  pursuing  her,  and  in  her  turn  pursued  by 
the  Eugenie.  The  whole  seven  soon  appeared  in  a  line,  with  equal  in- 
tervals between  them,  and  presented  a  very  charming  spectacle.  After 
just  passing  round  the  second  ship,  and  while  their  course  was  still  cir- 
cular, two  or  three  of  them  were  interrupted  a  little  by  a  yacht,  which 
was  very  indecently  made  to  pass  across  their  way.  The  lone  was  the 
first  at  the  winning  flag,  the  Esmeralda  second,  and  the  Eugenie  third. 

At  half-past  four  o'clock  there  was  a  punt  chase,  which  excited  a  good 
deal  of  laughter,  but  was  not  quite  so  good  as  that  of  the  previous  day. 
The  man  in  the  punt,  and  those  in  the  boat  \)ursuing  him,  indulged  a 
good  deal  in  needlessly  rowing  about,  without  coming  to  close  quarters. 
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Ftmrth  Z>a^.— The  yacht  and  schooner  races  which,  for  want  of 
wind,  had  to  be  postponed,  were  carried  out  to-day.  There  was  a  fine 
favourable  breeze,  quite  sufficient  to  fill  the  sails,  while,  at  the  same 
time,  the  sea  was  calm,  and  the  day  dry  and  warm.  The  persons  inter- 
ested in  the  regatta  were  well  satisfied  with  the  state  of  the  weather, 
and  ail  agreed  that  it  was  *' just  the  day  for  sailing." 

The  first  race  started  was  one  of  sea-going  schooners,  for  a  prise  of 
£50,  which  commenced  at  ten  o^clock  precisely.     It  consisted  of  the — 
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Ho, 

Taehta  NamM. 

Big. 

Tont. 

Owners. 

273 

Ella 

schooner,     105 

Sir  Gilbert  East»  Bart 

967 
569 

Urania 

LaReve 

schooner 
schooner 

140 
40 

W.  Wise,  Esq. 
J.  Thomson.  Esq. 

The  Corsair,  schooner,  105  tons,  A.  Kavannagh,  Esq.,  was  entered, 
but  left  the  port  before  the  commencement  of  the  race. 

The  Ella  was  the  first  to  get  away,  followed  by  Le  Reve;  Urania  a 
bad  third.  The  course  was  about  thirty  miles,  and  for  a  time  the  con- 
test rested  between  Le  Reve  and  Urania,  when  the  latter  succeeded  to 
second.  The  Ella  had  it  all  her  own  way,  and  they  arriyed  in  the  fol« 
lowing  order: — 

h.    m.    8.  I                         h.    m.    s.  I  h.    m.    s. 

KUa 4    81      5  I  Urania 5    25    16  |  La  Reve. 5    29      I 

The  Ella  was  declared  the  winner. 

The  next  race  was  for  the  undecided  prizes  of  the  first  and  second 
day,  the  first  for  a  prize  of  £45  to  yachts  exceeding  20  and  not  exceed- 
ing 50  tons,  for  which  the  Amazon,  Meteor,  Vigilant,  Glance,  Extra- 
raganza,  Foam,  Dream,  and  Julia  had  been  entered  ;  and  secondly,  to 
yachts  of  20  tons  and  upwards,  for  the  Queen's  Cup,  (or  which  the 
Vigilant,  Mosquito,  Amazon,  Glance,  Extravaganza,  and  Foam  had  been 
entered. 

On  the  signal  being  given,  precisely  at  eleven  o'clock,  they  all  put 
off  in  very  beautiful  order. 

At  18  minutes  past  twelve  they  passed  the  Spit  Buoy  in  the  following 
order:— Dream,  Foam,  Vigilant,  Meteor,  Glance,  and  Mosquito,  with 
the  Amazon,  Extravaganza,  and  Julia,  a  little  to  the  leeward. 

The  Dream  led  upon  going  out  of  the  harbour,  was  first  round 
Sovereign  Islands,  where  she  was  very  much  in  advance  of  the  Vigilant, 
and  kept  ahead  of  all  her  competitors  during  the  whole  course,  until  she 
neared  the  harbour's  mouth  on  her  return,  when  the  Mosquito  passed 
her.     The  Mosquito  entered  the  harbour  just  as  the  Ella  (the  first  of 
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the  schooners  which  started  at  tea  o'clock),  passed  in  front  of  the  club 
battery.  The  Dream  appeared  in  six  minutes,  with  the  Extravaganza 
pursiung  her.  The  Dream  traversed  the  harbour  in  gallant  style,  and 
although  she  came  in  only  second^  would,  from  the  difference  of  tonnage, 
have  obtained  the  Queen^s  cup,  had  she  been  entered  for  it.  She  passed 
the  flag-post  two  minutes  before  the  time  within  which  it  could  be  won. 
The  Extrayaganza,  Meteor,  Vigilant,  and  Fawn,  followed  each  other  at 
almost  equal  distance.  When  one  approached  the  Spit  buoy,  another 
appeared  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  in  regular  succession.  The 
Foam  immediately  after  going  out  carried  away  her  topmast.  She  sailed 
without  a  topsail  for  some  tuue,  and  came  in  with  her  gaff-topsail  lashed 
to  the  broken  spar. 

The  following  are  the  times  at  which  the  vessels  passed   the  flag- 
staff:— 


h.  in.  8 

Mosquito 4  47     2 

Dream 4  50     4 

Extravaganza. 4  55  30 

Ajcazoa 5    4    5 


h.  m.  s. 

Vigilant 5  13  27 

Foam 5  26  16 

Meteor 5  37  35 


The  Glance  and  the  Julia  are  not  placed,  not  having  arrived. 

The  Mosquito  was  accordingly  adjudged  the  winner  of  the  Queen's 
cup,  and  the  Dream  of  the  £45  prize.  It  was  one  of  the  most  beauti- 
ful races  ever  witnessed. 

The  band  of  II.  M.  S .  Nile  attended  during  the  day,  by  permission  of 
Admiral  Sir  H.  Chads.  On  the  second  day  of  the  regatta  all  the 
strangers  in  yachts  in  the  harbour  were  entertained  in  the  club-house  by 
the  members.  The  chair  was  filled  by  Thomas  G.  French,  Esq., 
Admiral  of  the  R.  C.  Y.  C.  fleet,  on  whose  right  sat  Captain  Hudson,  of 
the  United  States  steam-ship  Niagara,  and  on  his  left  Rear-Admiral 
Sir  U.  Chads.  The  vice-chair  was  occupied  by  the  secretary,  Mr.  G. 
Armstrong.  Covers  were  laid  for  sixty.  A  little  before  eleven  o'ch^ck 
the  company  broke  up,  as  most  of  them  had  to  attend  the  ball. 

Thus  concluded  the  regatta,  which  was  in  every  respect  satisfactory. 
The  races  were  all  well  contested,  and  a  general  good  feeling  prevailed 
amongst  the  different  competitors,  a  circumstance  due  in  a  great  mea- 
sure to  the  admirable  arrangements  of  the  stewards,  the  committee,  and 
the  secretary.  Major  Armstrong. 

Yachts  at  the  Cork  station,  independent  of  those  in  the  matches  : — 
Cricket,  42  tons,  J.  Smyth;  Wanderer,  148,  Sir  J.  Carden;  Dawn,  40, 
Capt.  Heard;  Flirt,  19,  H.  H.  O'Bryen;  Queen  of  May,  20,  J. 
CKeefe  ;  Corsair,  105,  A.  Kavannagh ;  Darenth,  20,  P.  Redmond  ; 
Gitana,  60,  J.  Hone;  Spell,  61,  R.  Trower ;  Mabella,  26,  J.  Graham; 
so.  8. — VOL.  VII.  2  X 
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Charm,  40,  T.  Pirn ;  Cygnet,  S6,  J.  G.  Daunt ;  Pysobe,  27,  W.  BL 
Leslie;  Cossack,  40,  S.  Graves;  Norma,  44,  M,  Barrington. 

Respecting  one  vessel  engaged  in  the  foregoing  matches,  a  corres- 
pondent of  BelPs  Life  says:— "The  cutter  yacht.  Dream,  32  tons,  the 
property  of  Martin  Hayes,  Esq.,  member  of  the  Royal  Cork  Yacht  Club, 
and  winner  of  the  £45  prize,  is  quite  a  new  boat,  and  was  built  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight.  When  tried  last  season  she  did  not  at  all  answer  expec- 
tations, and  during  the  winter  she  was  pat  into  Mr«  Wheeler's  dock, 
and  under  his  experienced  hands  was  remodelled  and  lengthened  amid- 
ships by  nine  feet.  In  the  race  which  she  won  (which  was  her  first), 
with  a  beating  wind,  and  a  distance  of  sixteen  miles,  she  fairly  beat  the 
celebrated .  and  well-known  Mosquito,  and  rounded  the  Sovereign's 
Island  two  minutes  before  her,  and  it  was  when  off  the  wind  the  Mos- 
quito passed  her.  Had  she  been  entered  for  the  Queen's  cup,  she 
would  have  won  that  as  well  as  the  £45  prize,  as  by  time  she  had  two 
minutes  to  spare  of  the  Mosquito." 


SWANSEA  REGATTA. 


This  Regatta  came  off  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  6th  and  ?th  July, 
under  brilliant  auspices.  The  weather  was  most  favourable,  the  breeae 
at  starting  everything  that  was  desirable,  and  the  array  of  first-clafis 
yachts  was  larger  than  ever  before  witnessed  at  Swansea.  The  sport 
was  first  rate,  attracting  an  assemblage  of  spectators,  each  day  num- 
bering several  thousands.  The  esplanade  too,  throughout,  presented  a 
most  gay  and  animated  appearance,  whilst  the  beautiful  bay  never  looked 
to  better  advantage,  being  studded  with  beautiful  crafb  of  all  sizes  from 
the  tiny  punt  to  the  stately  man-of-war. 

The  proceedings  were  under  the  patronage  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  the  County,  and  the  Vice-Commodore  of  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron, 
C.  R.  M.  Talbot,  £sq.  The  stewards  were  as  follows: — Messrs.  H.  H. 
Vivian,  m.f.;  L.  L.  Dillwyn,  M.P.;  Starling  Benson ;  Capt.  Crew  Read, 
B.N.;  C.  H.  Smith  ;  and  Graham  Vivian. 

The  first  race  was  by  pilot  boats ;  first  prize  £5,  second  £3  10s., 
third  £2  10s.,  fourth  £2,  fifth  £1 ;  open  to  the  pilot  boats  of  Swansea, 
Neath,  and  Port  Talbot.  There  were  nine  entries,  viz.,  Neptune, 
Vivian,  Sarah,  Swanzey,  Providence,  Tom  Rosser,  Singleton,  Faith,  and 
Henry.  After  a  smart  race,  which  was  watched  with  some  interest,  the 
vessels  came  in  as  follows  : — Swanzey,  1st ;  Vivian,  2nd  ;   Providence, 
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3rd  ;  Faith,  4th  ;  and  Sarah,  5th ;   the  remainder  coming  in  in  due 
course. 

The  second  race  was*  for  a  prixe  of  £10,  for  pleasure  boats  belonging 
to  any  port  in  the  channel,  not  exceeding  14  tons.  There  were  three 
entries,  as  follows  : — 


Taohte  Nunas. 

Rig. 

Tons. 

OwnerB. 

Ariel 

cutter 
catter 
cutter 

9 

H 
9 

Mr.  W   Bowen 

Arrow. 

Mr.  Lewis 

Fairy 

Mr.  George  Thomas 

This  race  was  looked  forward  to  with  considerable  interestt  as  it  con- 
stituted the  maiden  effort  of  Mr.  Bowen's  smart  little  cutter-rigged 
craft,  Ariel,  which  has  been  built  under  his  own  personal  supervision, 
for  the  purpose  of  competing  witE  some  of  the  Milford  boats,  which 
have  attfuned  a  reputation  for  speed  that  is  well  deserved.  The  Ariel 
is  a  swift  and  graceful  sailer,  rather  too  cumbrous  about  the  mast,  which 
renders  it  necessary  to  limit  her  canvas.  A  foot  or  two  from  her  mast, 
and  an  inch  or  two  more  canvas,  and  she  will  stand  unrivalled  in  sailing 
qualities  among  those  of  her  class  with  which  she  may  hereafter  com> 
pete.  On  the  gun  firing  for  starting  the  trio  got  well  under  weigh, 
with  a  fresh  breeze  blowing  from  the  N.N.W.,  the  Ariel  going  ahead, 
with  the  Fairy  at  her  stem,  and  the  Arrow  close  on  the  starboard  tack. 
On  rounding  the  easternmost  mark  the  boatd  were  as  follows  : — 

h.  m.  s.  I                            h,  m.  s.  |  h.  m.  s. 

Fairy. 1    5    0  |  Arrow 1    8    0  |  Ariel Ill    0 

The  interest  in  the  race  grew  as  the  course  shortened.  The  Arrow 
and  Fairy  crowded  all  their  canvas,  but  the  weight  of  the  Ariel^s  mast 
rendered  the  increased  quantum  of  sail  dangerous  that  would  otherwise 
have  lifted  her  along  in  swelling  style.  She,  however,  swept  along 
under  her  sails,  and  the  first  time  round  she  was  but  three  minutes  in 
the  wake  of  the  Fairy,  the  Arrow  being  eight  minutes  behind  the  Ariel. 
The  second  sailing  of  the  course  left  the  Swansea  pet  in  the  wake,  and 
on  the  vessels  finally  passing  the  goal  the  Fairy  stepped  in  a  winner. 
Arrow  second,  and  the  Ariel  third. 

The  next  was  the  finest  race  ever  witnessed  in  thid  channel,  no  less 
than  seven  yachts  having  entered.  The  contest  was  for  the  Members' 
cup,  value  £25,  with  £30  added,  the  first  yacht  to  have  the  £30,  and 
the  second  the  cup.     Time  race.     R.  T.  T.  0.  regulations. 

The  following  yachts  started  :— 
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Nimbered  a$  in  Hunft  Unwerud  Yacht  Liatfor  1858. 


No. 


Yachts'  Names. 


1026  Vigilant. 
94iBlue  Belle. 

982]Vesper 

26!  Amazon.... 
1087jWil.jfire,... 

427, Glance 

573  Leander  ... 


Big. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
schooner 
cutter 
cutter 


Tons 


33 
SO 
16 
46 
59 
85 
31 


Owners. 


J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq. 
S.  Padley,  Esq. 
G   A.  Beran,  Esq. 
J.  H.  Johnson,  Esq. 
J.  Turner,  Esq. 
Major  l^ngfidd 
H.  J.  Beth,  Esq. 


At  12h.  58m,  the  signal  for  starting  set  the  whole  fleet  in   motioDy 

and  the  breeze  being  fresh  at  <^he  time,   one  of  the  prettiest  sights 

greeted  the  assembled  thousands  that  ever  was  known  in  the  port  of 

Swansea.     Here  were  seven  yachts  striving  for  one  object,   amongst 

which  five  at  least  had  gained  a  *'  wide- world"  fame — winners  of  hundreds 

of  pounds !     Therefore  we  need  not  wonder  at  the  excitement  tliis  race 

produced.     At  the  conclusion  of  the  first  round  they  were  timed  as 

follows  : — 

h.  m.  s.  I  fa.  m.  8.  I  h.  m.  B, 

Vigilant. 3  37     0    Glance 3  80  0     Wildfire. 3  46    O 

Amazon 3  28  30  |  Vesper 3  36  0  |  Blue  Belle 3  51     O 

The  Vigilant  was  so  closely  pressed  by  Amazon  that  nothing  but  a 
miracle  could  prevent  her  yielding  the  "  pride  of  place."  The  winds 
were  baffling,  accompanied  with  heavy  rain.  The  Wildfire  astonished 
the  **  knowing  ones"  by  the  sluggishness  she  exhibited.  Whatever  may 
be  the  cause,  it  is  evident  she  is  not  '*  the  Wildfire  of  1867.'^  If  the 
same  crew  man  her  as  last  year  something  must  be  amiss  with  the  vessel 
herself ;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  fresh  crew,  they  evidently  do 
not  1/et  understand  her  trim.  However,  the  season  is  young,  and  better 
success  may  be  in  store  for  her.  The  pretty  Vesper,  of  Thames  noto* 
riety  (the  once  formidable  antagonist  in  many  a  well  contested  match 
with  the  celebrated  Vampire),  showed  on  this  occasion  that  her  power  of 
speed  was  not  diminished— -in  rounding  the  first  time  ten  minutes  are 
logged  to  her  credit  over  the  Wildfire,  and  she  was  only  six  minutes  in 
arrear  of  the  once  dreaded  Glance  ;  and  considering  the  allowance  per 
tonnage  the  Vesper  at  this  period  looked  like  winning  ;  but  it  is  impoe- 
sible  to  control  the  elements,  and  in  a  heavy  squall,  away  went  her 
bowsprit  shroud,  and  in  an  instant  the  terror  of  the  big-uns  was  disabled. 
This  was  much  regretted  by  all  parties,  as  it  was  evident  she  waa  im- 
proving her  position,  and  would  gain  the  first  prize.  The  Amazon 
changed  places  with  Vigilant,  and  the  Glance  and  Wildfire  improved, 
as  will  be  seen,  the  race  finishing  thus: — 

h.  m.  8.  I  h.  m.  b, 

Amazon 5  45    0    Glance 5  47  30 

Vigilant 5  47     o|  Wildfire 6  47  45 
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The  Vigilant  and  Glance  were  declared  the  winners.  The  second 
round  was  one  of  the  best  contested  affairs  seen  on  these  waters — a  few 
seconds  only  intervening  between  three  of  the  vessels. 

The  next  race  was  with  four-oared  ships^  boats,  not  exceeding  18  feet; 
first  prize,  £2  lOs.;  second,  £l  IQs.  The  first  prii^e  was  taken  by  the 
George  (of  Truro),  and  the  second  by  the  Firefly,  there  being  another 
competitor,  namely,  the  Wildfire's  boat,  which  came  in  a  very  respect- 
able third. 

There  was  also  a  race  with  two-oared  boats.  The  first  prize,  £1  10s., 
was  won  by  the  Glance's  boat ;  the  second  prize,  15s.,  by  that  of  the 
Firefly;  and  the  third  prize,  10s.,  by  that  of  the  Wildfire. 

For  a  sculling  match  there  were  three  entries,  namely,  the  Anne 
Elizabeth,  the  Union,  and  the  Sarah,  the  former  of  which  took  the 
prize,  £l  10s. 

This  ooDcluded  the  first  day's  sport. 

Second  Day, — The  brilliancy  of  the  atmosphere  in  the  early  morn, 
caused  a  larger  number  of  spectators  to  assemble  than  on  the  previous 
day. 

The  first  race  was  for  the  Swansea  Harbour  Trust  Prize  of  ^20. 
First  boat,  £12  ;  second  ditto,  £5 ;  third  ditto,  £3.  To  be  confined  to 
the  Swansea  pilot  boats. 

Nine  boats  entered  for  this  prize.  They  started  at  12h.  25m.  with  a 
fresh  breeze  from  the  N.W.  The  Vivian  this  day  had  a  decided  advan- 
tage, from  occupying  the  westernmost  position  at  starting.  She  soon 
caught  the  bi-eeze,  which  at  once  placed  her  in  advance  of  the  others. 
Id  rounding  the  first  mark,  several  of  the  boats  tacked  to  the  northward, 
and  caught  some  strong  puffs  from  the  N.N.E.,  which  brought  them 
well  up  to  the  Faith,  Vivian,  and  Tom  Rosser,  which  had  left  them  in 
the  rear;  but  about  half  distance  the  wind  died  away,  and  the  above- 
mentioned  boats,  being  in  advance,  caught  the  breeze  from  the  N.W., 
and  again  took  a  decided  lead,  and  kept  it,  thus  winning  the  £20 
between  them. 

A  prize  of  £15,  for  yachts  not  exceeding  H  tons  register,  not  used 
for  the  purposes  of  commerce.  Time  race.  Entrance  money,  [os. 
The  same  yachts  entered  as  on  the  former  day,  viz.,  the  Ariel,  Arrow, 
.  and  Fairy. 

These  started  at  Ih.  37 m.,  the  Ariel  this  day  being  decidedly  the 
favourite,  she  having  this  day  increased  her  sails  by  hoisting  a  gaff-top- 
sail. After  an  excellent  start,  the  Arrow  was  again  left  behind,  and  a 
tight  race  ensued  between  the  Fairy  and  the  Ariel.  They  rounded  the 
first  mark  almost  side  by  side,  and  stuck  to  each  other  well,   until  they 
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rounded  the  western  mark,  when  both  got  into  difficulty  from  bafilbg^ 

winds.     The  Fairy  at  last  caught  a  puff  from  the  S.S.£.f  which  sent 

her  along  rapidly,  and  secured  for  her  a  decided  lead,  which  she  gallantly 

maintained.     They  arrived  as  follows  :— 

h.  m.  8.  I  h.  m.  a. 

Fairy^ 5    6  10  |  Ariel 5    9  50 

The  Ladies'  Challenge  Cup,  value  100  guineas,  with  10  guineas 
added,  for  yachts  of  any  yacht  club,  not  exceeding  45  tons  register, 
subject  to  the  conditions  of  the  Ladies'  Challenge  Cup  at  Cowes.  Twice 
round,  making  the  course  about  25  miles  at  length.  The  above  cup 
was  won  last  year  by  the  Vigilant.     Entrance,  £1  Is. 

Numbered  as  in  Hunfs  Universal  Yacht  Lixtfor  1858. 


Tons.  I  Owners. 


33  J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq. 
16  G.  A.  Bevan,  Esq. 
35     'Major  Longfleld 


The  yachts  started  at  Ih.  50m.     The  Glance  had  the  weathermost 

position,  but  owing  to  the  activity  displayed  by  the  well-organised  crew 

of  the  Vigilant,  the  whole  of  her  canvas  was  first  set,  which  at  once 

secured  her  a  decided  lead  throughout.     They  rounded  the  winning 

mark  the  first  time  as  follows  : — 

h.  m.  8. 1  h.  m.  s. 

Vigilant 5  U  20  |  Glance 6  25    0 

In  the  second  round  the  wind  increased,  and  the  fine  sailing  qualities 

of  the  Glance  began  to  manifest  themselves.     She  rapidly  gained  on 

her  antagonist,  and  soon  proved  that  the  strong  breeze  was  her  favorite 

element.     They  arrived  as  under : — 

h.  m.  s.  I  h.  m   s. 

Vigilant 7    0    0  |  Glance..^ 7     130 

The  Vigilant  was  declared  the  winner.  The  Vesper  was  entered  in 
this  match  merely  to  make  it  up,  therefore  she  retired  from  the  contest 
early  in  the  race.  This  was  much  regretted,  as  the  day  proved  to  be 
one  well  suited  to  her  sailing  powers,  and  had  she  persevered  it  is  more 
than  probable  she  would  have  been  the  holder  of  the  prize  until  next 
regatta  at  least. 

The  Vigilant  has  won  this  prize  two  successive  years,  and  as  is  usual 
on  such  occasions  ought  to  retain  it  permanently  ;  but  according  to. the 
rules  here,  she  must  win  it  once  more.  This  is  most  decidedly  unjust, 
and  the  sooner  such  a  rule  is  struck  out  the  better.     It  is  a  matter  of 


DSSTBUCnON  OF  THB  LITTLE  MOHQUITO.  335 

iurprise  that  any  yacht  owner  enten  on  such  bad  conditions.  We  have 
not  seen  this  precious  cup^  but  understand  it  is  an  ancient  relic^  having 
been  in  the  town  twenty-five  years  III 

The  next  race  was  with  pleasure  boats,  for  a  prize  of  £5.  There 
were  three  entries,  namely,  the  lone,  4  tons  ;  Vivid,  2  tons  ;  and  Spec, 
2  tons.  A  start  was  made  at  2h.  dOm.»  when  the  whole  of  the  vessels 
^ot  under  weigh.  The  Vivid,  however,  and  the  Spec  retired  from  the 
contest,  and  the  lone  won,  coming  in  at  3h.  58m. 

Several  well-contested  rowing  matches  took  place,  a  prize  of  £5  being 
won  by  the  boat  of  the  Beaufort  steamer,  and  one  of  £2  10s.  by  that 
of  the  George  (of  Truro),  which  won  on  the  previous  day. 

A  ball  took  place  in  the  evening  in  the  Assembly  Rooms,  when  a 
large  and  brilliant  assemblage  met  on  the  occasion. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  LITTLE  MOSQUITO. 

SizrcB  the  accounts  of  the  matches  on  the  Thames  were  printed  the  following 
has  occurred:— On  Sunday  the25tb  July,  about  10  a.m.  a  fire  broke  out  on 
Acorn  Wharf,  Rotherhitbe,  in  the  occupation  of  Messrs.  Rolt  and  Bulmer, 
whjch  for  magnitude  has  not  its  parallel,  so  far  as  Loudon  fires  are  con- 
cerned. The  premises  covered  an  area  of  ground  between  350  and  400  feet 
in  length,  and  300  in  width,  and  when  it  is  stated  the  entire  space  was 
covered  with  stacks  of  oak,  mahogany,  and  other  timber,  between  70  and  80 
feet  high,  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  appearance  of  such  a  mass  in  one 
terrific  blaze.  The  flames  rising  from  one  of  the  piles  first  attracted  atten- 
tion, and  14  valuable  horses  were  got  out  of  the  stable  in  safety. 

It  unfortaoately  happened  that  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  it  was  dead 
low  water,  and  several  barges  laden  with  timber  were  alongside  the  wharf, 
and  with  the  beautiful  Little  Mosqbito  lying  high  up  on  the  mud,  it  was  im- 
possible to  move  them.  Such  was  the  fury  of  the  flames,  despite  the  efforts 
of  the  fire  brigade,  that  all  within  reach  were  entirely  or  partially  destroyed, 
and  the  poor  Little  Mosquito  suffered  with  the  rest. 

The  flakes  of  burning  wood  were  impelled  by  the  high  wind  across  the 
Thames  to  the  Middlesex  shore,  setting  on  fire  the  ropery  of  Messrs.  Fowler 
and  Co.,  at  Mill  wall,  nearly  half-a-mile  distant,  also  to  the  roofs  of  work- 
shops of  Messrs.  Seward  and  Co.,  and  some  of  the  shipping  in  the  river. 

The  flames  at  times  rose  higher  than  any  of  the  church  steeples,  and  the 
heat  was  so  great  that  the  firemen*s  helmets  were  shrivelled  on  their  heads, 
and  they  had  frequently  to  run  out  of  the  way  of  the  falling  piles  of  timber. 

The  origin  of  the  fire  is  stated  to  be  a  foul  chimney  in  Trinity-street  close 
to  Acorn  Wharf,  the  burniog  soot  wafled  to  the  piles  of  timber  soon  set 
them  in  a  blaze.  Great  damage  was  also  done  to  the  Government  and  other 
premises  in  the  neighbourhood. 
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The  whole  mass  of  timber  is  reduced  to  mere  charcoal,  and  we  regret  to 
add  the  loss  of  property  to  Messrs.  Rolt  and  Bulmer  is  estimated  at  several 
thousands  beyond  the  amount  of  the  insurance. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  services  rendered  by  the  police  in  keepin^r  the 
crowd  out  of  danger,  a  fearful  loss  of  life  must  have  ensued,  but  as  far  as  can 
be  learned  no  accident  worth  recording  took  place. 


REGATTAS  AND  MATCHES. 

Aug.    2.>- Royal  Yacht  Squadron  ^Prince  Consort's  Cup 
2^Royal  Welsh  Yacht  Club  Regatta 
2, 3— Barrow  Regatta ;  Piel  of  Foudray  ;  Morecambe  Bay 
4— Royal  Yacht  Squadron— Her  Majesty's  Cup 
5 — Royal  Yacht  Squadron— Emperor  Napoleon's  Cup 
10 — Dartmouth  Royal  Regatta 
10,  11— Royal  Thames  National  Regatta 
*      13 — Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club  Regatta  commences 
12-~Bo8ton  Yacht  Club  Regatta 

13— Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club  Corinthian  Match  at  Largs 
13— Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club  Boat  Races 
14—  **  •*  Cutter  Match,  prizes  iBSO  and  iSlO,  and 

Mr.  Broadwood'fl  Cup  for  schooners 
16—  '*  *'  Sailing  Match;  Mr.  Turner's  prize,  £100; 

open  to  all  * 

20— Torbay  Royal  Regatta 
25 — Criccieth  Regatta,  Carnarvonshire 

25,  26— Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  Regatta 

26,  27— Royal  Northern  Yacht  Club  Regatta  on  the  Clyde 

27,  28— City  of  Glasgow  Royal  Flag  Regatta 
SO— Hastings  Regatta 

30,  31— Weymouth  Royal  Regatta 
Sept.    3— Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club  Challenge  Cup  Match  at  Dunoon 
10— DoTor  and  Cinque  Forts  Regatta 


NOTICES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

VioLBT.— Received,  and  will  be  inserted  in  an  early  number. 

Yaohtino  in  America. — ^Shall  be  attended  to  in  the  next  number.  The  non- 
delivery of  the  Yacht  List  and  Magazine  through  postal  negligence  having 
been  made  known,  we  shall  lay  the  affair  before  the  authorities. 

Atokbodrne's  Floats. — Shall  receive  due  notice. 

SwAHSBA. — The  account  of  Regatta  Dinner  postponed  till  our  next. 

To  those  gentlemen  who  have  favoured  us  with  accounts  of  the  various  regattas 
we  return  our  sincere  thanks. 
All  communications  to  be  addressed  to  6.  New  Church  Street,  N.  W.,  London 
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THE  ROYAL  VISIT  TO  CHERBOURG. 

As  the  purposes  for  which  this  Magaiine  came  into  existence  were 
to  preserve  for  a  future  generation,  as  well  as  information  for  the  pre- 
sent, the  doings  of  the  pleasure  navj,  yet  we  consider  the  waters  of 
the  •*  wide  wide  world  "  tributary  to  our  columns.  With  affairs  on 
land  we  seldom  deal,  therefore  have  no  fear  of  our  loyal  patrons 
deeming  our  present  article  out  of  place. 

Whenever  and  wherever  our  beloved  Sovereign  goes  the  hearts  of 
&ithful  subjects  accompany  her,  and  notwithstanding  the  continual 
appearance  of  royalty,  on  every  occasion  of  a  visit  to  any  part  of  her 
dominions,  or  to  a  foreign  land,  thousands  flock  with  true  affection  to 
cheer  her  departure  and  to  welcome  her  return. 

The  Kberty  of  the  Press  is  the  bulwark  of  England,  but  when  that 
power  is  used  to  excite  alarm  in  the  mind  of  a  sovereign,  and  that 
sovereign  a  female,  it  is  carrying  that  privil^e  to  an  extent  unworthy 
the  name  of  freedom.  Notwithstanding  the  too  plain  language  of 
a  portion  of  the  press,  our  brave  little  Queen,  fearlessly  and  confi- 
dently, went  on  her  way  to  greet  her  illustrious  ally,  the  Emperor  of 
the  French,  in  his  own  waters. 
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On  the  4th  of  August,  about  5  a.iD.  the  squadron  appointed  to 
fonn  the  convoy  to  Her  Majesty  got  underway,  in  charge  of  qualified 
French  pilots.  This  fleet  consisted  of  the  Royal  Albert*  121,  Ad- 
miral Lord  Lyons,  with  the  Duke  of  Malakhoff,  (as  his  lordship's 
guest,)  on  board ;  the  Renown,  91,  Captain  Forbes;  the  Euryalus, 
51,  Captain  Tarleton,  c  B. ;  the  Diadem^  32,  Captain  Moorsom,  c.b*, 
the  Curacoa,  31,  Captain  T.  M.  Mason;  and  the  Racoon,  21,  Cap- 
tain Pajmter.  The  great  speed  of  the  Royal  yacht,  rendered  it  neces- 
sary that  the  convoy  should  have  several  hours  grace. 

The  Osborne  royal  yacht,  and  the  Black  Eagle,  bearing  the  Ad- 
miralty flag,  with  Sir  John  Pakington,  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
on  board,  left  Osborne  soon  after  10  a.m.,  and  proceeded  up  the  So- 
lent, and  for  a  considerable  distance  the  company  had  an  opportunity 
of  witnessing  the  contest  for  Her  Majesty's  cup  by  the  yachts  of  the 
Royal  Yacht  Squadron. 

Her  Majesty  and  the  Prince  Consort,  on  board  the  Royal  yacht 
Victoria  and  Albert,  left  Osborne  about  12  at  noon,  and  on  being 
seen  from  Cowes,  the  Royal  standard  was  hoisted  at  the  Royal  Yacht 
Squadron-castle,  and  the  yachts  in  the  roads  soon  followed  the  ex- 
ample. When  the  Royal  yacht,  with  the  standard  of  England  at  the 
main,  the  Admiralty  flag  at  the  fore,  and  the  Union  Jack  at  the 
mizen,  was  abreast  of  Cowes  castle,  all  the  flags  were  dipped  in  honor 
of  the  Sovereign.  At  this  juncture  the  Medina  steamer,  from  South- 
ampton, came  alongside,  with  a  numerous  party  on  board,  who  loudly 
cheered  Her  Majesty  as  she  passed.  Her  Majesty  remained  on  deck, 
near  the  paddle-box,  and  gradbusly  acknowledged  the  salutations  she 
received. 

The  Royal  yacht,  with  the  Trinity  yacht  in  attendance,  then  pro^ 
ceeded  up  the  Solent,  towards  the  Needles,  and  it  was  expected  that 
she  would  be  off  Cherbourg  early  in  the  evening. 

The  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  placed  the  splendid  steam- 
vessel,  the  Pera,  at  the  service  of  such  of  the  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  as  were  desirous  of  proceeding  to  Cherbourg.  This 
vessel  proceeded  on  her  voyage  at  an  early  hour,  with  a  numerous 
party  on  board. 

The  Ui^ent  steam  troop-ship,  Commander  M*Donald,  followed  the 
squadron  of  Lord  Lyons,  with  such  naval  officers  as  choose  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  liberality  of  the  Admiralty  in  providing  them  with 
so  large  and  speedy  a  vessel. 


ROYAL   VISIT   TO   CHEKBOUBG.  339 

The  squadron  waited  within  six  miles  of  Cherbourg,  in  two  lines, 
the  arriyal  of  Her  Majesty.  Up  between  these  vessels  the  Boyai 
yachty  attended  by  the  Fairy,  Elfin,  Osborne,  and  Banshee,  passed 
rapidly,  and  about  7  pm.  entered  the  harbour.  As  the  Royal  yacht 
turned  round  between  the  marine  forts  which  mark  the  western  en- 
trance, Admiral  Hamelin,  in  the  Bretagne,  120,  fired  a  single  gun. 
There  was  a  minute*s  pause,  and  then  the  salute  began,  not  in  a  close, 
irr^ular  dropping  cannonade,  which  so  distinguishes  a  similar  honor 
from  the  English  navy,  but  gun  after  gun,  running  along  each  tier 
like  a  train  of  fire,  till  the  very  frame  of  the  listener  seemed  shaken 
as  if  even  the  air  smote  him  in  its  reverberation.  Hardly  had  this 
great  cannonade  commenced  when  all  the  ugly  forts  which  denominate 
every  port  of  the  harbour,  threatening  with  a  thousand  omnious  fear- 
ful looking  embrasures  each  ship  that  passes,  took  up  the  same  tune, 
only  firing  their  numerous  guns  in  volleys  of  eight  at  once,  and  as 
fast  as  they  could  be  reloaded^  and  discharged.  All  towards  sea  was 
a  mere  mass  of  fire  and  smoke — ^but  that  one  looked  for,  though  this 
was  far  from  being  all.  The  ring  of  fire  seemed  not  only  to  embrace 
the  town,  but  extended  far  into  the  country,  up  among  little  ravines 
where  none  ever  dreamed  that  guns  lay  lurking,  on  the  top  of  pictur- 
esque eminences,  where  one  only  fancied  villas  and  rural  cottages 
could  exist;  amid  thick  clumps  of  trees  and  flanking  yellow  corn  fields 
came  the  same  dreadful  uproar,  till  it  seemed  as  if  all  France,  even 
from  her  hills  and  mountain  tops,  was  doing  honour  to  the  advent  of 
the  Queen  of  England. 

Their  Imperial  Majesties  the  Emperor  and  Empress  embarked 
about  8h.  30m.  in  their  state  barge  to  visit  Her  Majesty.  This  was 
quietly  performed,  the  hour  of  noise  had  passed,  and  the  barge  swept 
alongside  the  Royal  yacht.  Queen  Victoria,  with  the  Prince  Consort, 
and  the  Prince  of  Wales,  received  the  Emperor  and  the  Empress  at 
the  gangway,  and  greetings  of  more  warmth  and  cordiality  than  gene- 
rally mark  state  interviews,  were  exchanged  between  the  tLoysi  Fami- 
lies of  France,  and  England.  The  Emperor  and  Empress  remained 
for  upwards  of  an  hour,  when  they  again  embarked  in  the  state  barge, 
and  returned  to  the  Prefecture  as  before.  During  their  passage  to 
shore  the  Royal  Albert,  with  the  other  vessels  of  the  English  squad- 
ron, illuminated  with  the  most  brilliant  effect. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  the  Admiralty  flag  on  board  the  Royal 
yacht  was  hauled  down,  aiid  the  French  ensign  hoisted  at  the  foro. 
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This  was  the  signal  for  a  renowal  of  the  complimentary  detonations 
on  the  part  of  the  English  fleet.  Acoordingly  yards  were  maoned, 
ships  dressed,  and  broadsides  fired,  till  it  was  almost  impossible  to 
see  what  took  place  at  a  distance  of  100  yards.  This  inaugutatod 
the  proceedings  of  the  day. 

The  waters  of  the  harbour  were  studded  with  the  yachts  of  the 
British  pleasure  navy,  almost  every  club  was  there  represented  by 
upwards  of  150  ensigns.  These  vessels  of  various  tonnage  wero 
flitting  about  in  all  directions,  carrying  such  a  press  of  canvas  aa  to 
astonish  the  natives.  Their  slender  hulls,  and  tapering  spars  made 
even  the  nautical  portion  of  the  French  shrug  their  shoulders  at  the 
temerity  of  some  10  or  12  tonner  venturing  so  far  from  home. 

At  12  o'clock  Her  Majesty  disembarked  from  the  Royal  yacht, 
both  fleets  manning  yards,  and  dressed  in  colours ;  and  fleets,  forts, 
town  batteries,  and  redoubts  repeated  the  tremendous  welcome  of  the 
previous  day,  whilst  Her  Majesty  inspected  the  works.  In  the  after- 
noon the  royal  party  visited  Fort  Boule,  the  aseeut  to  which  is  by  a 
very  steep  road  cut  in  the  solid  rock,  and  winding  in  zig-«igs  up  its 
rugged  sur&ce ;  and  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  the  horses 
attached  to  the  carriages  managed  to  get  them  up  to  the  summit,  and 
they  seemed  exhausted  with  the  efibrt.  The  Emperor  conducted 
Her  Majesty  into  the  fort,  the  Prince  Consort  led  the  Empress ;  and 
the  whole  party  remained  some  time  on  the  new  ramparts,  inspecting 
the  magnificent  prospect  which  lay  beneath  them.  On  returning  to 
Cherbourg,  Her  Majesty  embarked,  and  went  on  board  the  Boyal 
yacht,  amid  the  thunders  of  the  cannon. 

At  a  few  minutes  before  seven  o'clock  the  Emperor  and  Empress 
embarked  in  their  magnificent  state  barge,  and,  followed  by  another 
barge  second  only  in  splendour  to  the  Emperor*s  for  the  officers  of 
state,  the  cortege  started  for  the  Bretagne,  the  noble  three-decker  of 
Admiral  Dupuis,  mounting  130  guns.  The  Empress  is  by  no  means 
as  good  a  sailor  as  Her  Majesty;  thoi^h  the  evening  was  calm  and 
the  water  quite  still,  nevertheless  even  this  short  trip  across  the  har- 
bour, appeared  most  disagreeable  to  her.  As  the  state  barges  ap- 
proached the  line  of  the  fleet  the  vessels  manned  yards  and  saluted, 
the  English,  as  usual,  firing  21  each  ship,  giving  gun  for  gun,  but 
the  French  with  that  terrific  cannonade  of  101  guns  from  each,  three 
times  repeated*  till  the  whole  town  seemed  shaken  to  its  foundation. 
There  was  another  tremendous  salvo  as  thehr  Majesties  mounted  the 
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side  of  the  Bretagne,  in  which,  however,  the  English  fleet  did  not 
j  oin,  as  it  is  contrary  to  their  etiquette  to  salute  Royalty  save  at  their 
anrival  and  departure,  and  never  at  all  after  sundown.  Her  Majesty 
and  the  English  Boyal  party  embarked  about  five  minutes  after  the 
UmpeTor,  crossing  the  harbour  in  the  State  barge  as  usuaL  Again 
there  was  another  cannonade  from  French  and  English:  the  EngUsh 
manned  yards,  and  the  French  did  their  best  to  follow  the  example. 

During  the  course  of  the  entertainment  the  Emperor  delivered  the 
following  speech :— • 

'*  I  chrink  to  the  health  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Eag1aod»  and  to  that 
of  the  Prince  who  ehares  her  throne,  and  to  that  of  the  Royal  Family.  In 
proposing  this  toast  in  their  presence,  on  board  the  French  Admiral^s  ship  in 
the  port  of  Cherbourg,  I  am  happy  to  show  the  sentiments  we  entertain  to- 
wards them.  In  fact,  facts  speak  for  themselves,  and  they  prove  that  hostile 
pflOnions,  aided  by  a  few  unfortunate  incidents,  did  not  succeed  in  altering 
either  the  firiendahip  which  exists  between*  the  two  Crowns,  or  the  desire  of 
the  two  nations  to  remain  at  peace.  Therefore  I  entertain  the  sincere  hope 
that  if  attempts  were  made  to  stir  up  old  resentments  and  the  passions  pf 
another  epoch,  they  would  break  to  pieces  upon  public  common  sendc,  as  the 
waves  break  upon  the  breakwater  which  at  this  moment  protects  the  squad- 
rons of  the  two  empires  against  the  violence  of  the  sea." 

The  Prince  Consort  responded  in  the  following  manner : — 

**  Sire — The  Queen  desires  me  to  express  to  your  Majesty  how  sensible 
she  18  of  the  new  proof  of  friendship  which  you  have  just  given  her  by  pro- 
posing a  toast  in  her  honour,  and  by  pronouncing  words  which  will  always 
remain  dear  to  her.  Your  Majesty  knows  the  sentiments  of  friendship  which 
she  entertains  towards  you,  Sire,  and  towards  the  Empress,  and  I  need  not 
remind  you  of  them. 

"  Your  are  also  aware  that  the  good  understanding  between  our  two  conn- 
tries  is  the  constant  object  of  her  desires,  as  it  is  of  yours.  The  Queen  is, 
therefore,  doubly  happy  at  having  the  opportunity,  by  her  presence  here  on 
this  occasion,  of  joining  you,  Sire,  in  endeavouring  to  strengthen  as  much  as 
possible  the  bonds  of  friendship  between  the  two  nations. 

•*  That  friendship  is  the  basis  of  their  mutual  prosperity,  and  the  blessing 
of  Heaven  will  not  be  denied  it.  The  Queen  proposes  'The  health  of  the 
Emperor  and  Empress." 

The  sentiments  contained  in  the  above  speeches  must  convince  the 
mofit  sceptical,  that  the  brayings  of  the  would-be  alarmists,  will  not 
disturb  the  peaceful  relations  existing  between  the  two  countries. 

The  sun  went  down  at  eighty  but  the  ships  remained  dressed  with 
colours,  and  as  the  darkness  increased  rows  of  lights  b^an  to  twinkle 
out  from  along  the  breakwater,  then  into  the  forts ;  from  every  em- 
brasure and  every  casement  they  shone  forth  with  an  effect  that  was 
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exceediagly  beautiful.  All  the  ships  too  opened  their  ports  to  thdr 
utmost  and  illuminated.  A  light  was  fixed  upon  the  muzzle  of  every 
gun  along  all  their  grim  broadsides  till  the  brilliancy  of  every  ship 
was  something  grand  to  look  at,  as  they  lay  glittering  and  twinkling 
from  a  thousand  points  of  fire,  which  the  still  water  beneath  seemed 
to  magnify  and  reproduce,  till  the  eye  was  pained  at  the  brightness. 
Before  this  was  all  done,  too,  the  town  itself  had  illuminated,  and 
shone  in  the  distance  like  a  sea  of  fire,  amid  the  general  glare  of 
which  some  particular  device  or  extra  brilliancy  or  more  showy  colours 
stood  out  in  rich  relief.  At  nine  o*clock  the  fireworks  commenced 
from  Fort  Centrale.  All  fireworks,  when  good,  are  pretty  much 
alike,  and«  whether  bad  or  good,  it  is  not  easy  in  words  to  describe 
either.  Those  discharged  in  honour  of  Her  Majesty  on  this  occasion 
however,  were  so  brilliant  and  so  varied  that  it  would  be  a  mere  re- 
petition of  superlatives  to  attempt  to  do  them  justice.  For  more  than 
an  hour  their  flow  into  the  air  was  incessant.  Now  it  was  a  tremend- 
ous  cascade  of  fire ;  then  a  bouquet  of  5,000  coloured  rockets ;  next 
devices  and  coloured  asteriods,  with  bombs  and  varied  fires,  till  the 
spectacle  was  literally  almost  too  dazzling.  One  gigantic  device  re- 
presented the  Royal  and  Imperial  arms  and  ciphers  in  coloured  fires, 
with  such  effect  and  precision  as  to  appear  at  a  distance  like  a  brilliant 
painting,  and  a  bouquet  of  some  thousands  of  coloured  rockets  lit  up 
the  harbour  with  changing  hues,  that  gave  the  whole  scene  a  wonderful 
appearance.  Perhaps,  however,  the  most  grand  of  all  effects  was 
produced  by  lighting  up  the  central  fort  with  crimson  fire.  The  deep 
red  seemed  to  glow  and  gather  round  the  fort  as  if  the  whole  place, 
with  its  harbours  and  ramparts,  from  base  to  summit,  was  red-hot, 
throwing  a  terrific  glare  upon  the  spars  and  hulls  of  the  ships  of  war, 
and  spreading  the  reflection  over  the  water,  tipping  the  waves  with  a 
blood-red  hue,  and  flickering  above  the  ripple  as  if  the  very  sea  had 
caught  the  conflagration  and  was  on  fire.  Before  this  great  mass  of 
colour  all  other  illuuiinations  faded  into  nothing,  the  lights  in  the  ships 
were  lost,  and  even  the  glow  of  the  town  paled  down  before  it  Twice 
was  this  great  effect  repeated,  the  display  at  the  fort,  terminating  with 
a  prodigious  flight  of  bombs  and  rockets,  which  alone,  if  an  diis  are 
correct,  cost  no  less  a  sum  than  26,000f. 

As  the  last  rockets  fell  there  was  a  moment  of  comparative  dark- 
ness, and  then,  as  if  by  magic,  the  fleet  illuminated  with  blue  lights 
at  all  their  yards  and  niastlieadti,  and  at  intervals  along  the  bulwarks 
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of  all  ships.  The  effect  of  this  was  inexpressibly  beautiful ;  the  crews 
of  the  vessels  cheered,  and  from  among  the  crowd  of  yachts  rockets 
and  blue  lights  were  lit  in  all  directions.  Under  this  magnificent  dis- 
play the  Queen  re-embarked  from  the  Bretagne  in  her  State  barge, 
accompanied  by  the  Emperor  and  Empress  in  their  State  gondola,  if 
it  may  be  so  called. 

As  these  rowed  slowly  off  the  French  fleet  again  saluted,  and  there 
was  a  grandeur  and  sublimity  about  such  a  salute  in  the  darkness 
that  was  wonderfully  beautiful,  and  not  a  little  terrible  to  boot.  The 
flashes  firom  the  guns  seemed  of  fearful  length  and  brightness  as 
they  rushed  out  from  the  sides  of  the  great  vessels,  darting  from  port 
to  port  with  such  blinding  rapidity  and  glare  that  it  seemed  as  if  they 
were  really  blowing  up;  the  roar  that  followed  upon  these  accumulated 
discharges  struck  all  at  once,  and  with  one  terrific  thundering  crash 
rumbled  away  as  if  to  the  very  centre  of  the  ground,  and  a  dead  silence 
and  darkness  succeeded  that  after  the  light  and  uproar,  appeared  to 
be  quite  solemn  by  the  contrast. 

After  a  moment*8  pause  the  Boyal  yacht  returned  by  lighting  up 
with  coloured  fires — red  at  the  bows,  white  amidships,  and  blue  astern, 
the  hues  of  the  ensigns  of  two  nations,  but  which  mingled  into  one 
most  curious  tone  upon  the  sky  above.  The  Emperor's  barge  accom- 
panied Her  Majesty  alongside  the  yacht,  and  then  stood  towards  the 
shore.  As  he  quitted  a  magnificent  flight  of  coloured  rockets  rose 
from  the  decks  of  the  Victoria  and  Albert,  and  bursting  into  thousands 
of  colours  of  every  hue,  and  went  floating  slowly  away  to  sea  a  cloud 
of  vari^ated  fire. 

Aug.  6th,  at  11  o'clock  their  Majesties  the  Emperor  and  Empress 
embarked  in  their  barge  and  went  on  board  the  Boyal  yacht.  Again 
there  was  the  same  saluting,  and  this  time  both  the  Benown  and 
Boyal  Albert  astonished  the  population  of  Cherbourg,  naval  and 
military,  by  each  displaying  a  sailor  standing  on  their  mastheads  in 
their  neat  white  dresses,  looking  almost  like  small  lay  figures  but  for 
the  vigour  with  which  they  moved  their  hats  and  flags,  now  and  then 
giving  vent  to  a  cheer  which  only  reached  those  upon  water  feintly, 
and  after  a  long  interval.  As  their  Impend  Majesties  passed  be- 
tween the  vessels  of  the  English  squadron  there  arose  such  cheers  as 
only  English  sailors  give.  The  French,  however,  did  with  their  guns 
what  they  did  not  like  to  do  with  their  voices,  and  as  the  stately 
English  salute  came  forth,  they  thundered  out  their  three  tremendous 
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salvoes  with  a  vigour  that  was  terrible,  and  on  a  calm  summer  morn- 
ing hid  everything  from  view.  Half-past  11  was  the  time  fixed  for 
the  squadron  to  get  under  way,  and  12  o*c]ock  for  the  Bojal  yadit 
All  die  Jazge  pleasure  steamers  and  yachts  began  to  get  ready  tor  a 
start,  the  French  ships  manned  yards ;  the  boats  and  shore  were 
crowded  with  thousands  of  spectators,  when  a  signal  ran  up  from  the 
flagship,  and  in  another  minute  the  vessels  of  the  English  squadron, 
apparently  without  an  effort  of  their  own,  were  under  way. 

The  Boyal  Albert,  Curacoa,  and  Euryalos  formed  the  port  line, 
the  starboard  line,  some  half  a-mile  or  so  apart,  was  composed  of  the 
Benown,  the  Diadem,  and  the  Racoon.     In  this  order  they  steamed 
slowly  off  towards  the  western  entrance,  just  as  the  Emperor  and 
Empress,  quitting  the  Royal  yacht,  went  on  board  the  Bretagne,  and 
standing  on  the  poop  the  Emperor  waved  his  hand  to  Her  M^ty, 
and  the  Royal  yacht  started.     As  she  moved  along  under  the  guns 
of  the  French  fleet  the  men  sprang  from  the  decks  into  the  shrouds, 
and  the  salute  began  again  with  the  most  stunning  uproar,  making 
the  vessels  rock  again,  and  filling  the  air  with  smoke  enough  to  choke 
the  most  seasoned  veteran.     It  was  a  grand  sight,  but  it  seemed  not 
a  little  dangerous  also.     The  forts  began  saluting,  and  the  terrific  din 
of  some  1,500  guns  going  at  once  made  words  of  command]  impos- 
sible, while  the  smoke  hung  as  solid  as  a  wall.    Between  the  inter- 
vals of  the  salute  the  cheers  ^ere  loud  and  even  hearty  as  the  Royal 
yacht,  clearing  her  way  through  the  smoke,  rushed  past  the  lines  of 
the  English  vessels,  which  were  tearing  and  slashing  through  the 
foam  at  a  great  rale.     The  instant  the  Queen  had  taken  the  lead  the 
English  b^pm  the  return  from  the  heaviest  guns  of  the  frigates  and 
line-of-battle  ships,  with  such  a  number  of  68-pounders  as  made  all 
within  ten  miles  earnestly  wish  such  complitnents  at  an  end. 

That  over,  the  squadron  quitted  Cherbourg,  leaving  the  harbour 
so  full  of  the  densest  smoke  that  it  looked  as  if  the  whole  place  had 
been  stormed  and  burnt  to  the  ground.  In  another  hour  and  there 
was  only  a  thin  track  of  smoke  on  the  horizon  to  mark  in  what  direc- 
tion the  Queen  of  England  had  quitted  Oherbourg.  About  five 
miles  distant  from  the  breakwater  Her  Majesty  met  the  competing 
yachts  of  the  Royal  Tacht  Squadron ;  (the  particuhars  of  which  race 
will  be  found  in  this  number.)  The  Royal  yacht  arrived  off  Osborne 
at  5  p.m. 


ROTAL   VISIT   TO   CHERBOURG.  34o 

It  will  not  be  out  of  place  if  we  append  a  description  of  Cherbourg 
and  its  breakwater. 

The  Times  correspondent  in  describing  the  position  of  Cherbourg 
says,  •*  If  the  Isle  of  Wight  could  cut  from  its  moorings,  and  drift  in 
nearly  a  straight  line  across  the  Channel,  it  would  be  received  in  the 
arms  of  two  capes,  which  terminate  the  great  peninsula  of  the  coast 
of  Normandy.  Into  the  bay  between  these  points  the  tight  little  is- 
land would  nearly  fit  and  fill  up  the  hollow.  In  the  deepest  recess 
of  this  bay,  and  at  the  centre  of  its  shore,  lies  the  town  of  Cherbourg. 
It  is  nearly  equidistant  from  Plymouth,  Weymouth,  and  Portsmouth; 
those  places  would  be  cut  by  three  lines  radiating  from  Cherbourg  like 
the  sticks  of  a  fan.  This  illustration  is  not  strictly  scientific,  but  it 
is  sufficient  for  all  practical  purposes.  Between  the  French  port  and 
the  English  coast  roll  60  or  70  good  miles  of  ocean ;  and,  when  you 
liave  inspected  Cherboui^,  you  will  not  wish  the  Channel  one  league 
less  in  breadth.'* 

Cherbourg — ^that  is  the  warlike  portion,  consisting  of  the  harbour, 
the  breakwater,  arsenal,  docks,  and  solid  fortifications,  must  impress 
the  visitor  with  an  idea  that  all  the  immense  labour  and  skill  dis- 
played in  their  construction,  are  not  intended  merely  to  defend  the 
commercial  interests  of  a  town,  which  in  itself  is  now  only  looked 
upon  as  a  secondary  affair,  for  without  the  military,  and  the  daily 
visits  of  the  crews  of  the  line-of-battle  ships,  the  pretty  grisettes  might 
hide  their  charms  and  graces,  and  the  inhabitants  lounge  away  the 
time  idhr  and  unprofitably. 

ITfa^nrst  thing  that  was  necessary  to  be  done  was  the  construction 
of  an  immense  breakwater,'  there  being  nothing  to  protect  the  place 
from  storms,  whether  of  the  north-east  or  north-west.  There  is  the 
small  island  of  Pelee,  and  the  sunken  rock  of  Chavaignac,  which  form 
the  advanced  posts  of  this  harbour,  and  between  these  two  spots, 
running  east  and  west,  but  leading  inwards  ftom  the  centre,  at  a  con- 
siderable angle,  has  been  constructed  the  lai^e  breakwater.  You 
will  form  an  idea  of  the  immenseness  of  this  work  by  learning  that 
it  measures  in  length  12,556  feet,  that  it  has  been  raised  from  the 
bottom  of  the  sea  from  an  average  depth,  at  high  water,  of  sixty  feet, 
and  that  the  width  of  the  work  at  the  bottom  is  not  less  than  300 
feet.  Many  failures  occurred  in  the  early  commencement  of  this 
colossal  task,  but  at  length,  by  continued  labour,  extending  over 
iBeventy  years,  the  great  breakwater  was  finished  in  1853,  at  a  cost 
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of  £2,680,000.    Just  half  a  centurj  since  a  tremendous  storm  swept 
the  place.    The  newly-foimed  parapet  gave  way,  a  battery  with  twentj 
36-pounders  was  swept  into  the  water,  and  with  it  upwards  of  200 
soldiers  and  pers(»s  engaged  in  the  wmrk.     The  breakwater  was  a 
ruin,  and  nothing  was  done  until  three  years  after,  the  Emperor 
Napoleon  I.,  burning  with  a  desire  to  humiliate  England,  resolTed 
upon  renewing  at  CherbouTg  the  marvels  of  Egypt,  and  the  work 
which  he  set  in  motion  was  completed  during  the  reign  and  inaugur- 
ated by  Louis  Phili{^.    This  advanced  work  of  Cherbourg  is  pro- 
tected by  four  strong  forts.    These  forts  on  the  breakwater  are 
supported  on  the  coast  by  the  great  Fort  Imperial,  on  the  Island  of 
Peter,  which  is  armed  with  three  tiers  of  guns  and  mortals,  ninety- 
tliree  in  all — ^namely,  thirtynseven  in  the  lower  tier,  twenty-two  ia 
the  second,  and  twenty  guns  and  fourteen  mortars  on  the  platform. 
On  the  western  side,  the  breakwater  has  two  very  efficient  supportos, 
in  some  heavy  batteries  upon  the  rock  Ghavaignac,  and  the  Fort  of 
Qnerqueville,  which  has  forty-six  guns  in  casemates,  and  two  open 
batteries  of  twenty-six  guns  and  eighteen  mortars.     These,  of  course, 
command  the  eastern  and  western  channels  into  the  outer  harbour, 
and  any  vessel  which  had  run  the  gauntlet  of  these  forts,  might  expect 
to  be  allowed  to  remain  in  tolerable  security  within  the  quiet  waters 
of  the  bay.     This,  however  is  not  the  case,  for  behind  this  out»  line 
of  fortifications  is  another  line  of  strong  works.     Within  the  break- 
water, and  up  to  the  town,  the  area  enclosed  is  very  nearly  2,000 
acres ;  and  of  this,  about  one-third  has  a  depth  of  twenty-six  feet  at 
low  spring  tide,  and  it  will  afford  anchorage  for  twenty-five  ships  of 
the  line  in  the  summer,  and  seventeen  in  the  winter. 

Cherbourg  has  a  military  as  well  as  a  commercial  port  or  harbour, 
but  it  is,  of  course,  the  former  which  exists  in  the  greatest  preponder- 
ance. The  outer  port,  the  entrance  to  which  faces  the  east,  is  205 
feet  in  width,  has  a  depth  of  water  of  more  than  60  fe^t,  and  its  cost 
was  £680,000.  Ten  years  were  spefit  in  its  construction,  and  it  was 
formally  opened  in  1813  by  the  Empress  Marie  Louise.  Next  to  ' 
this,  but  lying  to  the  north,  is  the  floating  basin,  957  feet  in  length 
by  720  in  breadth,  which  was  completed  in  1829,  and  opened  by  the 
Duke  D'Angouleme,  with  the  usual  solemnities.  The  third  basm, 
commenced  28th  of  June,  1836,  and  which  is  destined  to  swallow 
up  all  the  others,  is  that  respecting  the  opening  of  which  France  and 
Frenchmen  have  been  so  much  excited.    It  is,  of  course,  called  **The 
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Dock  Napoleon  the  Third'* — ^though  began  by  Louis  Philippe.  It 
lies  parallel  with  and  to  the  rear  of  the  outer  dock  and  floating  basin^ 
with  each  of  which  it  communicates.  This  basin  is  2,788  feet  in 
length,  and  1,312  feet  in  width,  and  has  been  cut  entirely  out  of  the 
solid  rock,  giving  a  depth  of  water  of  nine  metres,  or  very  nearly  30 
feet.     The  dock  was  commenced  in  1853. 

Previous  to  the  water  being  admitted  a  huge  plate  of  platina — 
seven  feet  in  length  and  four  in  breadth — was  fixed  at  the  side  of 
of  the  dock.  It  bears  an  inscription  which  at  some  distant  day,  if  it 
is  ever  discovered,  may  lead  persons  to  suppose  that  there  never  existed 
in  France  any  other  than  a  Napoleonic  dynasty,  for  the  existance  of 
Louis  Philippe  and  other  rulers  of  France,  is  as  carefully  ignored  as 
though  they  never  existed.  The  plate  tells  the  truth,  but  not  the 
whole  truth,  that,  ''This  basin  decreed  on  the  15th  of  Apiil,  1803, 
by  Napoleon  L,  was  begun  on  the  28th  June,  1836,  and  was  inaugur- 
ated on  the  7th  of  August,  1858,  in  the  presence  of  their  Majesties 
the  Emperor  Napoleon  III.,andthe  Empress  Eugenie,  his  Sxcctiency 
Admiral  Hamelin,  Minister  of  Marine."  A  similar  plate,  with  a 
similar  inscription,  with  specimens  of  the  coin  of  the  reign  of  the 
present  Emperor,  will  be  fixed  at  the  bottom  of  the  basin. 

The  Statue  to  Napoleon  I.  is  almost  completely  put  together  upon 
its  pedestal.  It  is  at  present  covered  up,  but  I  am  informed  that  it 
is  a  work  highly  creditable  to  M.  Level,  a  local  artist  of  Briquebec. 
Napoleon,  seated  on  his  horse,  does  not,  I  may  say ;  direct  his  ships 
northwards  to  the  Isle  of  Wight ;  on  the  contrary,  he  is  in  the  act  of 
pointing  westward,  to  the  port  which  the  ungrateful  descendants  of 
the  subjects  of  Louis  XIY .  have  insisted  upon  making  him  the  author. 
The  pedestal  bears  as  an  inscription  the  fretful  words  of  Napoleon  at 
St.  Helena,  "J'avais  resolu  de  renouveler  h,  Cherbourg  les  merveilles 
TEgypte."  The  statue  is  on  the  Quay  Napoleon ;  figure  and  horse 
together  are  about  18  feet  in  height  The  work  is  cast  in  bronze, 
and  stands  on  a  pedestal  of  granite  12  feet  in  height.  The  statue  is 
surrounded  by  a  light  iron  railing,  mounted  with  initials  and  the 
Imperial  crown. 
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ROYAL  ST.  GEORGE'S  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 

Last  year  we  had  to  reoord  the  regatta  in  Kingstown  harbour  under 
the  bead  of  the  Royal  Iruk  Yacht  Club.     By  an  amicable  arrangement 
between  the  two  clubs  situate  in  the  same  locality,  each  alternately  take 
the  management*  and  each  contribute  to  the  funds.     This  is  a  most  ex- 
cellent system,  and  shows  the  reciprocal  feeling  of  the  members  of  both 
clubs.     This  year  the  Royal  St.  George's  have  the  management,  and 
most  nobly  have  they  carried  out  the  principles  of  true  yachting— -by 
exceedlag  liberal  prizes — ^real  hospitality,  (such  as  none  but  Irishmen 
ever  give,) — and  an  impartial  adminbtration  of  the  rules,  regardless  of 
country  or  ken.     This  well-known  and  fully  appreciated  principle  has  a 
beneficial  effect,  as  on  all  occasions  the  harbour  of  Kingston  is  studded 
with  craft  of  all  sorts  and  sizes,  from  the  aristocratical  schooner  to  the 
humble  hooker;  and  never  were  they  more  numerous  than  on  the  21  at 
of  July. 

Up  to  the  morning  of  the  race  vessels  of  all  classes  came  dashing  to 
the  scene  of  action,  under  a  pressure  of  snowy  canvas,  from  England, 
Scotland,  and  different  parts  of  Ireland;  and  nothing  could  be  more  gaj 
or  animated  than  the  appearance  which  the  harbour  presented  a  short 
time  previous  to  the  hour  fixed  for  the  race.  All  was  bustle  and  excite- 
ment on  board  the  vessels  as  their  canvas  was  being  set,  or  as  they  took 
up  the  positions  assigned  to  them.  The  yachts  not  entered  for  the  first 
day^s  matches  were  decorated  with  flags  of  all  hues  and  colours  as  they 
lay  at  their  moorings,  while  others  were  being  got  ready  to  put  to  sea  for 
the  purpose  of  following  the  racing  craft  round  the  course.  The  two 
yacht  club  houses  were  decorated  with  many  oobured  bunting,  and  on 
the  Jetty  two  large  marquees  were  erected  for  the  sale  of  refreshments. 
The  weather  was  very  fine,  with  a  slight  breeze  from  W.S.W.,  but  far 
too  light  to  give  any  hope  of  the  '^weatherly'*  vessels  being  able  to  show 
their  sailing  properties  to  advantage,  although  balloon  gaff-topsails  were 
sent  up  and  every  available  inch  of  canvas  spread.  At  ten  o'clock  the 
signal  was  given  '^prepare  to  start,"  and  the  vessels  entered  for  the  first 
race  hf)ve  short  on  their  moorings,  and  stood  under  mainsails  and  g^ff- 
topsiuls  waiting  for  the  gun  to  fire.  All  were  on  the  the  tip-toe  of 
expectation,  watching  with  breathless  eagerness  the  movements  of  the 
different  crews. 

The  first  race  was  for  a  Purse  of  100  sovereigns,  open  to  all  yachts  of 
30  tons  and  under  belonging  to  any  royal  yacht  dub. 

The  following  entered: — 
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Kmmbertd  as  m  Bmfi  Umvenal  Yacht  List/or  1858. 


No. 


I 


Taehts'Ni 


Rig. 


Tons. 


Ownon. 


S05 
1087 
918 
718 
659 
613 
S5d 
26 


Cymba 

Wildfire ... 

Surge 

Oithon*  ... 
M(Mquiti>..«, 
Mariquita . 

Dream , 

Amaccm.... 


cutter 
schooner 

cutter 
schooner 

cutter 
schooner 

cutter 

cutter 


52 
GO 
50 
80 
59 
111 
32 
46 


T.  Brastey,  jun.,  Esq. 
J.  Turner  Turner,  Esq. 
C.  T.  Couper,  Esq. 
G.  Harrison,  Esq. 
T.  Groves,  Esq. 
Capt.  R.  J.  Henry 
M.  Hayes,  Esq. 
J.  H.  Johnson,  Esq. 


Coarse  from  the  mooring  buoys  ia  the  harbour,  round  flag-boat  moored 
N.E.b.E.,  one  nautic  mile  off  the  harbour's  mouth,  leaving  it  on  the 
starboard  hand,  thence  to  a  flag-boat  moored  off  the  north  point  of  Dalkey 
Island,  leaving  which  on  the  port  hand,  away  to  the  Kish  Light-ship, 
leaving  it  on  the  port  hand,  thenoe  to  a  flag-boat  moored  in  Candlestick 
Bay  (Howth),  also  to  be  left  on  port  hand,  from  whence  to  the  flag-boat 
moored  off  the  Elast  Bay  buoy,  at  Poolbeg^  and  back  to  the  harbour  flag- 
boat^  going  the  same  course  again,  leaving  everything  on  the  port  hand; 
length  about  42  nautic  miles.  For  this  race  there  came  to  the  starting 
buoys  the  above  vessels,  embracing,  as  our  nautical  readers  will  per- 
ceive, the  fastest  racing  vessels  in  the  world.  We  give  them  in  the  order 
of  their  stations,  the  first  being  to  the  eastward  and  with  the  wind  at 
N.  W.,  consequently  dead  to  the  leeward  of  th»  whole  fleet. 

The  rule  of  starting  was  that  "A  red  flag,  as  a  preparatory  signal, 
will  be  hoisted  by  the  flag-vessel,  for  the  yachts  of  each  successive  match 
to  take  their  stations,  with  their  head  sails  down.  Five  minutes  before 
the  time  of  starting,  a  white  flag  will  be  hoisted,  and  a  musket  fired  ;  at 
the  expiration  of  that  period  precisely,  a  gun  will  be  fired,  which  will  be 
the  signal  to  set  head  sails  and  start"  Now  all  this  seemed  plain  enough, 
but  it  appears  there  was  some  confusion  as  to  the  number  of  guns  fired, 
and  so  when  the  five  minute  warning  gun  exploded,  away  went  the  lot, 
all  save  the  Oithona  ;  there  was  no  white  flag  displayed  from  the  starting 
vessel,  and  a  committee-boat,  that  was  at  the  harbour's  mouth,  signalled 
them  that  it  was  a  false  start.  The  Cymba,  Surge,  and  Wildfire  rounded 
to,  but  the  Amazon,  Mosquito,  Dream  and  Mariquita  went  at  it  like 
veterans  ;  here  was  a  fix,  four  clippers  at  work,  and  four  more  hanging 
on  again  to  the  starting  buoys.  The  pretty  little  screw  steam-yacht,  the 
Finnart,  165  tons,  J.  M'Gregor,  Esq.,  Royal  Northern  Yacht  Club,  vo- 
lunteered to  settle  the  difficulty,  and  in  a  very  short  time  bhe  was  under 
weigh,  with  a  member  of  the  committee  on  board,  and  speedily  over- 
hauled the  leading  vessels  on  their  course  for  the  Kish  Light-ship. 

In  the  interval  that  enaued,  the  following  vessels  came  to  the  buoys  for 


350 


hunt's  YACHTINa  MAOAZINB. 


' 


the  second  priie,  a  parte  of  30  eoTereigiis,  for  yacbts  tinder  30  tons,  & 
time  race.  Vessels  placed  as  they  drew  their  stations,  the  first  being 
to  the  eastward. 


Nwmberedoi 

in  Hunft  Univenal  Yacht  LtMtfir  1858. 

Mo 

Taflfato*Nainw 

Kig 

Tou 

Ovnen 

1075 

^Vhim 

catter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

18 
26 
22 
24 

17 

19J 

J.  M.  Teroao,  E«q. 
O,  Gamble,  Kaq. 
J.  Todhunter,  Ksq. 
W.  J.  l>oherty,  Eaqt. 
F.  Qowan,  Esq. 
CaptH.  H.  O'Bryen 

703 

North  Star 

537 

Kelpie 

74 

Banba 

848 

FiDgal 

859 

Flirt 

The  coarse  for  these  yessels  was  horn  mooring  buoys  in  the  haibour, 
round  the  flag*boat,  one  nautical  mile  N.E.b.E.  of  the  harbour's  moitth« 
thenoe  round  the  buoys  of  the  Burford  Bank,  leaving  them  on  the  port 
hand,  and  to  the  East  Bay  Buoy  flag -boat,  from  whenoe  to  the  Harbour 
flag-boat^  and  twiee  round  the  same  course  again,  leaving  eveiything  oo 
the  port  hand.  Three  times  round  this  course  and  the  run  out  and  into 
harbour  gives  32  nautic  miles. 

At  lib.  57m.  the  starting  gun  fired,  and  away  went  the  little  fleet, 
with  a  nice  breeze  at  north-west,  the  Kelpie,  Fingal,  and  Banba  going 
to  the  front  at  once,  and  the  Flirt  and  North  Star  rather  too  close  to  avoid 
a  foul ;  the  Kelpie  took  the  flag-boat  in  gallant  style^  with  Fingal  and 
Banba  close  upon  her;  in  the  run  to  the  Burford  Buoys  the  stemmost 
yadits  drew  up  pretty  close,  and  when  next  we  observed  them  the  North 
Star  had  gone  in  front,  with  the  Flirt  hard  upon  her  traeks,  closely  watched 
by  the  Kelpie;  the  Banba  carried  away  her  gaff-topsail  yard,  and  was 
confined  to  her  three  working  sails  during  the  greater  part  of  the  race: 
the  Fingal  did  not  appear  to  have  such  favourable  chances  or  lifts  as  her 
competitors,  and  the  Banba  required  the  strong  breese,  which  whenever 
she  got,  she  certainly  overhauled  the  leading  vessels  rapidly;  the  North 
Star  and  Flirt,  at  the  conclusion,  were  the  leading  vessels,  and  the  ^ye 
that  were  placed  rounded  the  flag-ship  as  follows  :-— 

b.  m.    8. 

North  Star 7  51     60 

Flirt 7  53     60 

Kelpie 7  55    55 

According  to  the  tonnage  as  entered,  and  time  allowance  of  half  a 
minute  per  ton,  the  Flirt  won  this  prise  from  the  North  Star  in  time,  with 
Im.  15s.  to  spare.  The  course,  including  beating,  would  amount  to 
thirty- nine  nautic  miles,  and  was  performed  in  7h.  54m,  50$.  at  about 
four  and  a  half  knots  an  hour. 


h.    m.    8 

Banba S     11      o 

Fingal 8     18     17 
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Third  prise,  25  govereigna,  for  yachts  of  15  tons  aod  under,  time  race, 
entrance  £1,  short  course  twice  round.     The  following  started: — 


No 


TachU'  KuDM. 


Rig. 

Tods. 

cutter 

12 

cutter 

8 

cutter 

10 

cutter 

12 

cutter 

8 

cutter 

9 

cutter 

8 

cutter 

6} 

Own«rt. 


75  RAUshee  . 
S62  Flirt.. 


85 


249 

270 

1254 


Bijou.. 


IH)ve. 
Klectric. 

Zuffa 

lOSsiVidette.. 
iGflzelle.... 


R.  Johnston,  Eiq. 
R.  Battley,  Esq. 
it.  D.  Kane,  Esq. 
T.  D.  Keogh,  Esq. 
P.  Thompson,  Esq. 
A.  Hargrare,  Esq. 
T.  W.  Hodgens,  Esq. 
J.  Johnston,  Esq. 


At  Ih.  26m.  a  yery  pretty  start  was  made,  the  Zuffa  leadingi  closely 
followed  by  the  Vidette  and  Bijou.  The  Electric  and  Dove  soon  picked 
np  the  leaders,  and  running  out  to  the  Burford,  it  was  very  hard  to  dis- 
tinguish the  leading  vessels.  After  rounding  the  Burford  the  Bijou  was 
observed,  with  the  Vidette,  Electric,  and  Dove  pressing  her.  The  Ban- 
shee and  Zuffa,  however,  would  not  be  denied.  The  Dove  shortly  after- 
wards carried  away  the  jaws  of  her  gaff,  and  was  placed  hors  de  combat 
in  consequence,  though  up  to  that  time  she  had  maintained  a  forward 
position  in  the  race.     The  time  at  the  flag-ship  was  as  follows  :-«- 


B^on. 


b.    nu    s. 
..7     10    0 


Banshee. 7 


m.    s. 
16      0 


Zuffk... 


h.    m. 
7    37 


The  course  for  these  vessels  was  only  twice  round  the  short  course,about 
29  nautic  miles,  beating  inclusive,  and  was  performed  in  5h.  44m.  at  the 
rate  of  five  knots  an  hour. 

And  now  came  the  exciting  moment  when  the  fleet  of  magnificent 
racers  entered  for  the  100  sovereigns  prize  again  took  their  stations  at  the 
buoys.  At  2h.  STm.  a  successful  start  was  accomplished,  with  a  very 
fight  wind  at  N.  W.  The  Wildfire  went  away  with  the  lead,  followed  by 
the  Amason  and  Dream,  the  Mosquito  and  Gymba  on  their  quarters, 
and  the  Surge,  Oithona,  and  Mariquita  close  astern.  Balloon  canvas 
was  the  order  of  the  day.  Upon  nearing  the  second  flag-boat  off  Dal- 
key  Islands,  the  wary  Mosquito  watching  every  puff  and  flaw  with  the 
eye  of  an  eagle,  laid  up  alongside  of  the  Wildfire  and  went  into  first 
place;  the  schooner  upon  rounding  setting  her  fore  and  main  sails,  wing 
and  wing.  The  Amazon  here  again  ranged  up,  as  also  did  the  Cymba, 
Surge,  and  Oithona;  the  Dream  and  Mariquita  bringing  up  the  fleet, 
the  latter  piling  up  the  canvas  like  a  cloud  over  her— square-sail,  square 
topsail,  fore  and  main  gaff-topsails,  topmast  staysail,  &o.j  and  looking 
every  inch  an  ocean  walker.  As  they  neared  the  south  buoy  of  the 
Burford  Bank  the  Surge  gave  the  first  indication  of  mischief  by  over- 
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hauling  the  Cymha,  racing  up  alongside  of  Amaion,  passing  the  Wild- 
fire, and  holdly  challenging  the  Mosquito,  she  went  to  the  front.  Tlie 
Oithona  next  began  to  show  symptoms,  and  forged  ahead  of  the  Wild- 
fire and  Amazon,  collared  the  Mosquito,  and  went  into  second  place:  the 
Amazon  drew  rapidly  upon  the  Mosquito,  and  took  third  place,  but  upon 
nearing  the  Kish  light-ship  the  iron  clipper  again  laid  down  to  her 
work,  and  with  the  Cymba  hanging  close  upon  her,  both  vessels  passed 
the  Amazon,  and  the  light-ship  was  rounded  in  the  following  order: — 
Surge  first,  Oithona  second.  Mosquito  third,  Cymba  fourth,  Amazon  fifth, 
Wildfire  sixth.  Dream  seyenth,  and  Mariquita  eighth. 

From  running  large  it  was  jibe  hoi  and  the  vessels  now  came  on  a 
wind,  with  a  light  breeze,  all  full  and  bye,  and  little  alteration  in  canvas. 
The  Surge  was  increasing  her  lead  rapidly,  and  upon  rounding  the  Bai- 
ley flag-boat  she  was  fully  twenty  minutes  ahead;  the  Mosquito  here 
drew  on  the  Oithona,  and  running  through  her  lee  took  second  place, 
whilst  the  Cymba,  slashing  along  in  beautiful  style,  ranged  up  to  the 
windward  of  Oithona,  and  took  third  place.  From  this  point  to  the  East 
Bar  buoy  flag- boat  they  maintained  the  same  relative  positions,  but  upon 
rounding  this  flag-boat  the  Oithona,  catching  a  whole  rally  of  wind,  over- 
hauled the  Cymba  again,  and  regained  third  place.  From  this  part  of 
the  course  there  was  very  little  change  in  the  positions,  save  that  the 
stemmost  vessels  drew  rapidly  on  the  Surge  running  out ;  she,  however, 
took  the  Rish  light-ship  in  the  last  round  10m.  55s.  ahead  of  Mosquito. 

From  the  Kish  to  the  Howth  flag-boat  she  increased  this  lead,  and 
now  a  regular  slashing  nor'-wester  came  rattling  down  through  the  bay, 
the  Oithona  and  Cymba  shifting  topsails,  the  latter  setting  a  jib-headed 
one.  The  Mosquito  laid  down  to  her  work  like  a  veteran  racer,  and 
although  to  every  appearance  it  was  all  over  but  shouting,  yet  still  she 
sailed  a  steady  hard-carrying  waiting  race,  the  Surge  still  going  ahead 
like  a  racehorse.  But  ho!  what's  up  now?  Away  goes  the  Surge's 
mainsail  down  by  the  run,  and  away  aloft  hurries  a  couple  of  the  daring 
crew  !  peak-halliards  and  block-hooks  gone,  and  the  gallant  clipper 
struggling  onward  under  foresail  and  jib  Work  now,  ye  hardy  Clydes* 
men,  if  ever  ye  worked,  for  life  and  death ;  the  veto^n  ironsides  is  clos- 
ing ye  up  fast,  and  the  Oithona  and  the  Cymba  are  hand-over-hand  in 
your  tracks.  Away  aloft  goes  the  mainsail  agun  and  smartly,  too,  and 
the  gaff-top  sail  follows  suit,  but  the  Mosquito  has  challenged  her  and 
has  passed  her,  yet  the  Scottish  clipper,  game  to  the  last,  would  not  be 
denied,  and  the  flag-ship  was  reached  in  the  following  order  and  time: — 


\ 


b.  m.  s. 

Mosqaito 8  27  26 

Surge 8  28  13 


h.  m.  s. 

Oithona. 8  37  18 

Ojrmba.- 8  40  25 


; 
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The  reiBAijQiog  Tf689ls  not  placed.  It  will  be  thus  perceived  that  the 
Sarge  wod^  with  2ai.  18a.  of  her  time  to  spare.  It  was  uot  what  a 
yachtsman  would  call  a  satisfactory  day  for  deciding,  absolutely,  the  re- 
epeciive  merits  of  vessels,  as  the  wind  at  the  commencement  was  light  and 
variable,  with  veins  and  flams  flying  about;  it  was  only  towards  the  latter 
part  of  the  race  that  the  wind  became  strong  or  steady.  The  Surge's 
mishap  occurred  about  five  miles  from  the  flag*ship  in  the  last  round 
borne.  The  course  of  about  (inclusive  of  beatiug)  4*8  nautic  miles 
was  pfieCoirmed  in  6h.  50m.  26s.,  at  an  average  of  about  8^  knots  an  hour. 
The  Surge  was  built  by  Win*  Fyfe,  jun,  of  Fairlie  the  builder  of  the 
Cymba,  Oithona,  &c.,  and  was  only  three  weeks  launched  previous  to 
running  this  her  maiden  race.  She  is  a  very  handsoioie  vessel,  and  when 
her  proper  trim  is  found— land  when  we  say  proper  trim,  perhaps  we  may 
provoke  a  smile,  after  her  perfcrmances  on  this  day— pshe  will  doubtless  go 
to  windward  as  a  Fyfe  ought.  The  Mosquito  and  Cymba  had  the  pull 
on  her  there.  We  have  seldom  seen  the  Cymba  sail  or  look  better;  she 
went  along  in  a  style  that  will  bring  more  cups  to  her  plate  locker  yet. 
The  JMiosciuito  w^^  bandied  as  she  always  is — a  steady  veteran  racer,  as 
dangerous  and  deteraftined  an  antagonist  as  ever  gave  fighting  flag  to  the 
breeze.  It  was  not  the  Oithona's  day,  neither  was  she  in  condition  to 
oompete  with  such  flying  fifties ;  an  eighty  ton  ship  must  come  to  the 
buoys  for  racing  only,  whereaa  she  came  in  nice  cruising  trim,  without 
any  previous  preparation  of  racing  canvas  or  otherwise.  The  Amazon 
went  in  first-rate  styk  during  the  early  part  of  the  day,  both  she  and  the 
Wildfire  being  in  the  light  wind  at  the  last  round  of  the  light-ship,  and 
the  leading  vessels  took  the  fresh  breeae  and  a  long  lead  ere  either  of  the 
last  named  vessels  or  the  Mariquita  ever  felt  it;  the  Mariquita  was  in 
'  beautiful  order,  but  no  schooner  of  her  weiglrt  oould  expect  to  live  the 
pace  with  such  vessels  as  the  Mosqmto,  Suige,  Cymba,  Amazon,  and 
Oithona.  The  Drttun  held  a  vary  forward  position  also  in  the  commence- 
aient  of  the  raoe^  but  she  likewise  suffered  in  the  light  wind  astern. 

The  rowing  matches  created  considerable  exeitement^  and  were  very 
hotly  oonteated.  The  first  was  for  a  prize  of  25  sovereigns,  given  by 
the  Dublin  and  Wicklow  Aailway  Company,  for  four-oared  gigs,  to  be 
towed  by  gentlemen,  tie  raee^  entrance  ^L  Bad  Shilling  (Dublin  Row«- 
ing  Club),  Fitzgerald,  O'Brien,  L'Estrange,  Rygd  (stroke),  and  Rynd, 
(oox.)  Una,  (D.U.R.C.,)  Hamilton,  Watson,  Richardaon,  Cavan^gh, 
(stroke,)  Miles  (coz.) 

The  toss  for  choice  of  places  was  won  by  the  Una,  who  of  course  took 
inside  berth  (Uie  coarse  being  nearly  square,  and  a  short  two  miles  in 
length).     At  the  word  off,  Mr.  Rynd*i  crew  were  the  quicker  to  start, 
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and  nearly  cleared  their  boat  in  the  first  hundred  and  fifty  yards;  by  iUs 
time,  however,  the  UniTersity  men  settled  better  to  their  work,  faaTing 
been  apparently  rather  flurried  at  fait,  and  nearly  regained  their  positioB 
by  the  time  they  arrived  at  the  first  turn  (about  half  a  mile),  after  whidi 
they  came  away  from  their  opponents,  and  eyentnally  won  by  aome 
lengths.  The  Una,  in  which  the  winners  rowed,  was  built  by  Searle  not 
a  few  years  back,  and  b  a  good  model  for  her  time.  The  D.R.C.  gentle- 
men rowed  in  a  boat  built  by  the  well-known  Jewett,  **mth  all  the  latest 
improvements,''  her  only  fikult  being  that  she  was  too  new«— her  crew 
not  having  sat  in  her  more  than  onoe  before  the  race,  the  e£Eect  of  whidi 
rowing  men  will  be  able  to  appreciate. 

For  the  second  heat  the  boats  were— 

The  Gleam,  (D.U.R.G.,)  F.  Moore,  A.  Bush,  J.  H.  Keough,  W. 
Keough,  D.  H.  G.  Latouch,  (cox.)  1.  The  Eblana,  (Brunswidc  Row- 
ing Club,)  Tuke,  Miller,  M'Cormick,  James,  Rynd  (cox.) 

This  time  the  University  lost  the  choice  of  place,  and  had  to  go  out- 
side. Somewhat  like  the  other  crews  in  the  preceding  tie  they  rowed 
wild  at  the  start,  which  was  nevertheless  very  rapid,  the  Brunswick  men 
having  perhaps  a  shade  of  a  lead  for  a  dozen  strokes  or  so,  when  they 
became  level,  presenting  a  very  pretty  race  for  nearly  half  a  mile,  after 
which  the  Gleam  began  to  '^get  out"  of  the  Eblana,  and  was  nearly  clear, 
when  some  awkwardly  handled  sail  boat  crossed  the  bows  of  both  boats 
so  closely  that  the  Gleam  bad  to  stop  rowing,  which  let  up  the  Eblana 
again,  but  again  to  be  shaken  off,  though  well  and  pluckily  rowed.  At 
the  turn  something  of  a  foul  occurred  (which  was  claimed  by  the  Eblana 
against  the  Gleam,  but  was  decided  by  the  committee  in  favour  of  the 
latter).  The  race,  however,  was  unchecked,  and  was  finally  won  rather 
easily  by  the  Gleam  ;  thus  the  University  Rowing  Club  lads  won  the  two 
heats,  and  were  ''left  in"  for  the  <<tie,"  but  as  the  Gleam's  ciew  wished 
to  remain  together  for  the  next  day's  race  (which,  according  to  the  role, 
they  could  not  have  done  had  they  won  this),  they  retired,  and  the  Una 
walked  over  for  the  prize.  The  Gleam  and  Eblana  are  both  new  boats, 
buiit  by  James  Teagan,  (late  of  Manchester,  but  now  resident  in  Ring^ 
send),  and  it  has  not  appeared  at  this  regatta,  that,  so  far  as  the  banked 
boats  are  concerned,  either  Searle  or  Jewett  can  outbuild  him.  For  the 
pair-oared  race  there  were  entered— 

Foam,  (D.U.R.C.),  J.  Keough,  and  W.  Keough,  Latouche  (oox.)  1. 
Odalique,  (Brunswick  R.  C.,)  Tuke  and  James.  2.  Peri,  (D.U.R.C.), 
Richardson  and  W.  Hancock,  8. 

The  Messrs.  Keough  (brothers),  who  on  this  side  of  the  channel  have 
«  pretty  fair  cUim  by  this  time  to  be  considered  the  champion  pair,  won 


ROTAL  ST.  OEOBOE'S  YACHT  CLUB  BEGATTA.    365 

ihis  race  from  the  first  stroke  to  the  last,  the  Odah'que  being  second;  the 
Peri  was  not  class  for  her  antagonists  at  all,  but  her  crew  made  a  plucky 
6ght  for  her.  The  Foam  and  the  Odalique  aie  both  Teagan*s  work- 
manship, the  former  built  some  years  back  in  Manchester,  and  the  latter 
a  few  weeks  ago  in  his  atelier  at  Ringsend,  but  we  doubt  her  being  any 
improvement  upon  the  *^ld  'un.*' 

A  priie  of  £5  was  pulled  for  by  fishermen,  and  a  punt  race  closed  the 
first  day^s  aquatic  ^rts. 

His  Excellency  Uie  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  honored  the  regatta 
with  his  presence  during  the  day.  After  some  time  spent  in  viewing 
the  animated  scene  which  the  bay  and  harbour  presented,  his  Excellency 
and  party  proceeded  to  the  boat  house,  which  was  goigeously  fitted  up 
as  a  refreshment  saloon.  The  walls  and  ceiling  were  decorated  with  pink 
and  white  cloth,  adorned  with  mirrors  and  evergreen.  Two  long  tables 
ran  the  entire  length  of  the  room,  and  a  cross  table  at  the  upper  end 
for  his  Excellency,  friends,  and  the  members  of  the  committee.  Every 
delicacy  in  season  was  tastefully  laid  out  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Twarmey,  the  steward  of  the  club;  and  the  wines  were  excellent  and  in 
abundance.  His  Excellency  having  been  conducted  to  the  head  of  the 
table,  and  the  president's  chair  having  been  taken  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Han- 
cock, nearly  three  hundred  ladies  and  gentlemen  partook  of  the  splendid 
repast  which  had  been  provided  through  the  hospitality  of  the  dub. 

The  Hon.  President  rose  and  said,  he  had  two  toasts  to  propose,  and 
two  only,  the  first  of  which  was  that  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen.  He 
felt  it  unnecessary  to  preface  that  toast  by  any  remarks.  He  would 
therefore  at  once  propose  the  health  of  ''  The  Queen. **  The  toast  was 
drunk  with  the  accustomed  honors. 

The  Hon.  President  then  said  it  was  to  him  a  source  of  very  sincere 
gratification  that  it  devolved  upon  him  to  propose  the  health  of  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Lord  Lieutenant.  He  assured  them  that  he  did  so  with  the 
greatest  possible  pleasure,  because  he  did  not  know  that  they  ever  had  a 
nobleman  filling  the  same  high  position  amongst  them  who  was  more 
deservedly  popular  than  the  Earl  of  Eglinton.  (Hear,  hear).  He 
trusted  that  his  Excellency  might  be  long  left  amongst  them,  and  that 
the  members  of  the  Royal  St..George*8  Yacht  Club  might,  as  on  the 
present  occasion^  often  again  be  honoured  by  the  presence  of  his  Excel- 
lency in  their  boat-house,  He  had  great  pleasure  in  proposing  the 
health  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  which  he  hoped  would  be 
drunk  with  all  the  honours.     (Drunk  with  three  times  three.) 

His  Excellency,  on  rising  to  respond,  was  warmly  greeted.  He  said. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I  have  to  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  the  kind- 
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ness  which  jon  hftye  shown  me  in  drinking  my  healdi.  It  is  an  honour 
as  unexpected  as  it  b  pleasing,  hecanae  the  only  reason  lor  which  I  conld 
claim  any  such  consideration  at  yonr  hands  is,  that  I  have  myself  some- 
thing to  do  with  a  yacht  dnb  in  my  own  country.  I  am  Commodore 
of  the  Royal  Northern  Yacht  Club,  but  I  fear  that  I  am  not  worthy  of 
the  post,  as  I  have  not  that  taste  for  the  sea  which  the  commodore  of  a 
yacht  club  ought  to  possess.  I  am  glad,  however,  that  in  this  respect  I 
have  a  very  good  example  in  the  person  of  our  honomnible  president, 
who  is  not  moxi^  fbnd  cf  the  sea  than  myself,  (hear,  and  laughter.)  As 
regards  the  praise  which  he  has  thought  fit  to  bestow  upon  m^  I  can 
only  say  that  I  am  grateful  for  his  bestowal  as  I  am  for  your  aeeeptaoes 
of  it.  I  feel  that  I  am  not  worthy  of  it,  fntther  than  in  being  actuated 
in  the  desire  to  do  good  to  Ireland  (hear,  hear),  and  to  be  as  much 
amongst  you  as  possible,  lliere  is  only  one  sentiment  of  our  honour- 
able president  in  which  I  can  concur,  and  that  is  the  desire  which  he 
expressed  that  I  might  continue  long  in  Ireland, 

His  Excellency  resumed  his  seat  amidst  loud  and  long  continued 
cheering;  and  he  lefb  for  Dublin  about  six  p.m. 

There  was  a  grand  ball  in  the  evening  which  was  well  attended. 

Second  day, — The  rush  of  persons  anxious  to  get  tickets  at  the  West- 
land  row  terminus  rendered  it  necessary  to  run  quarter  hour  trains  during 
the  day,  which  kept  pouring  into  Kingstown  a  constant  stream  of  persons 
from  the  city.  On  no  previous  occasion  at  any  regatta  has  there  been  so 
splended  an  array  of  schooner-rigged  crafts  which  had  all  congregated  in 
the  harbour  for  the  purpose  of  running  for  a  splended  piece  of  plate  pre- 
sented by  the  Marquis  of  Conyngham.  At  half-past  eleven  the  schooners 
entered  for  the  race  were  signalled  to  <^ke  up  their  places,"  and  in  a  very 
short  time  they  were  all  ranged  in  the  positions  assigned  to  them. 

The  first  race  was  for  a  Piece  of  Plate,  value  £50,  presented  by  th# 
Commodore,  the  Marquis  of  Conyngham,  for  schooners,  the  property  of 
members  of  the  Royal  St.  George's  Yacht  Club  only. — Time  race. — 
Long  course  twice  round. 

Numbered  as  in  HunVa  Yacht  Lutfor  1858. 


Mo.  Taehts  Na»«B. 


290  Esmeralda  , 

186,Cor8Air 

826  Fantasy  .... 
700  Qucrida  , 
613" 
426 


«ig. 


schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 

Mariqnita 'schooner 

Heroine Ischooner 

9iOTana. schooner 

273  KUa Ischooner 


Ton, 


130 

105 

20 

30 

111 

79 


105 


0«ticrt 


tf .  O.  Rose,  Esq. 
A.  Kavanagh,  Ksq. 
G.  Moraut,  Esq. 
S.  Little,  Esq. 
Capt.  R.  J.  Henry 
R.  Bait,  Esq. 


36     £.  May.  ICaq. 


Sir  Gilbert  East.  Bart 
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At  lib.  5*^111.  a  splendid  start  was  effected,  the  Ella  going  out  with 
the  lead,  followed  by  the  Heroine  and  Corsair,  the  Mariquita,  Qoerida, 
and  Tana  abeam,  and  the  Fantasy  and  Esmeralda  on  their  quarters.     It 
was  a  beautiful  sight  to  witness  the  rapidity  with  which  this  fine  fleet 
of  achooners  got  away,  equal  to  any  cutter  match  we  ever  saw.    There 
waa  a  light  breeie  S.S.E.,  and,  after  roaading  the  harbour  flag-boat,  it 
was  a  dead  turn  to  windward.   The  EUa  went  away  at  once,  unmistake- 
ably  declaring  from  the  start  that  she  meant  to  win;  Ifariquita  went 
into  fleoond  place,  Corsair  third.  Heroine  fourth,  with  the  Esmeralda, 
Querida,  Tana,  and  Fantaay  well  up.     After  rounding  the  Dalkey  flag- 
boat  balloon  jibs  of  vast  dimensions  were  set  in  rapid  succession  by  the 
Ella,  Mariquita,  and  Heroine,  the  remaining  vessels  profiting  quickly 
by  the  good  example:  shortly  after  the  Heroine  had  sheeted  home  hers, 
the  clue  burst  and  shivered  into  ribands,  when  it  was  cut  away  the  tack 
and  gather  in  the  remnants  under  the  fore-staysail !  up  went  her  work- 
ing jib,  and  under  it  she  sailed  the  remainder  of  the  ra<'e.     In  the  mean- 
time the  Ella  was  reaching  away  for  the  light-ship,  mcreasing  the  pace 
every  cable's  length,  with  the  Mariquita  and  Corsair  rattling  along  in 
her  wake;  after  rounding  the  light-ship  the  Ella  set  her  square-topsail, 
running  off  the  wind,  and  then  her  square-sail.     The  Mariquita  equally 
sharp  followed  by  the  Corsair  and  Heroine;  the  Esmeralda,  Querida, 
Tana,  and  Fantasy  moving  down  the  wind  under  a  cloud  of  canvas; 
from  the  Kish  until  they  reached  the  Bailey  flag-boat,  it  was  crack  on 
until  everything  stretched  again;  on  rounding  this  boat  in  came  the 
square  canvas  like  magic,  they  all  hauled  up  for  the  Bar  flag -boat  under 
fore  and  aft  canvas:  the  same  order  was  preserved  to  the  harbour,  the 
Heroine  hauling  to  windward  of  the  three  leading  vessels,  the  wind 
heading  them;  the  Ella  crawled  out  from  the  back  of  the  West  Pier, 
weathered  the  harbour  flag^boat,  and  rattled  out  into  the  tine  breeze, 
followed  by  the  Mariquita,  whilst  the  Corsair,  Heroine,  and  Esmeralda 
ran  into  the  calm,  shortly  afterwards  the  Heroine  got  a  light  air,  burst 
through  the  young  flood,  with  the  Corsair  abeam,  and  she  got  into  the 
true  S.S.E.  breeze  outside,  fihilst  just  astern  of  her  it  was  coming  out 
fiesh  from  N.W.,  and  another  craft  in  Scotchman's  bay  had  the  wind  at 
S.W.;  here  then  were  three  different  winds  all  within  the  compass  of 
halfa  mile;  so  that  we  need  hardly  say  a  man  required  a  hawk's  eye  on 
every  rattlin  to  watch  which  breeze  would  carry  the  day.     The  Ella  rat- 
tled over  the  young  flood  long  before  the  chance  of  a  shift  gave  her  any 
cause  of  anxiety,  and  at  this  period  she  was  away  round  the  Dalkey  flag- 
boat,  had  slewed  her  bowsprit  just  to  windward  of  it,  when  up  she  came 
in  the  wind,  lost  her  way  and  dropped  to  leeward;  next  came  the  Hero- 
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iDe  at  it,  ran  inside  of  Mariquita,  and  rounding  the  flag-boat  were  timed 
as  follows: — 


h.  m.  8. 

Ella ^ 5  67  32 

Mariquita. 8  37  35 


h.  m.  •• 

Heroine 8  40     5 

Querida« 8  43     0 


The  remainder  did  not  arrive  until  after  10  p.m.  The  course,  with 
additional  beating  on  this  day,  was  about  56  nautic  miles  The  Qoerida 
bj  time  was  second. 

The  second  race  was  a  Piece  of  Plate,  value  £70,  presented  by  the 
Royal  Irish  Yacht  Club,  open  to  all  yachts  belonging  to  members  of 
any  royal  yacht  club, — Time  race*— Long  course  twice  round. 

Numbered  aa  in  Huneg  Univenal  Yacht  List  for  1858. 


No. 


918 
659 
26 
205 
1087 
637 


Tachts'  Names, 


Surge 

Mosquito... 
Amazon.... 

CTmba. 

Wildflze.... 
Kelpie 


Big. 


catter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
schooner 
cutter 


Tons. 


50 
59 
45 
52 
60 


Owners. 


C.  T.  Couper,  Esq. 
T.  Groves,  jun.  Esq. 
J.  li.  Johnson,  Esq. 
T.  Brassey ,  Esq. 
J,  T.  Turner,  Esq. 
J.  Todhunter,  Esq. 


This  race  derived  considerable  attraction  by  the  Wildfire,  a  schooner, 
trying  her  fortune  with  three  of  the  most  renewed  cutters  in  the  world. 
At  the  start  the  schooner  led  out  of  harbour,  followed  by  the  Surge, 
Amazon,  Cymba,  Mosquito,  and  Kelpie.  It  was  supposed  in  the  long 
dead  beat  to  windward  which  she  would  have  from  the  E^t  Pier  to  the 
Kish  light,  the  cutters  would  leave  her  no  where;  but  to  the  surprise  of 
everybody,  she  increased  her  distance  so  much  that  she  rounded  the  light- 
ship six  minutes  and  a  half  before  the  Mosquito,  which  led  the  '^single 
sticks."  The  schooner,  running  home  ''free*'  lost  none  of  her  advantage 
over  the  Mosquito,  although  '4ron  sides"  had  every  stitch  in  the  ward- 
robe upon  her.  On  arriving  abreast  of  the  flag-boat,  opposite  the  en- 
trance of  the  harbour,  the  schooner  and  the  Mosquito  had  to  tack  to  beat 
up  to  it  as  there  was  so  much  southing  in  the  wind.  At  this  time  the 
two  vessels  were  at  least  three  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  flag-boat, 
and  far  ahead  of  the  Cymba,  Amazon,  Surge,  (whose  topmast  was  carried 
away),  and  the  Kelpie.  It  has  been  often  said  **as  uncertain  as  the  wind," 
but  on  no  occasion  was  it  so  well  illustrated  as  now,  as  it  chopped  round 
without  a  moment's  notice,  from  a  light  air  from  the  S.S.E.  to  S.  W.,  and, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  the  windward  boats  became  the  leeward  ones,  and 
the  tables  were  completely  turned*  Now  came  the  tug  of  war  between 
the  yachts  to  reach  the  flag-boat  first.    The  Mosquito  drove  at  it  "close 
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hauled,"  and  the  Cymbal  Amazon,  Surge,  and  Kelpie  got  the  reins,  and 
came  rushing  down  before  the  wind  for  the  object  of  leaving  the  flag- 
boat  on  the  larboard  hand  before  the  Mosquito  could  round  it.  Nothing 
could  exceed  the  excitement  amongfst  the  nautical  folk  on  the  pier  while 
this  game  was  being  played,  and  as  the  vessels  near  the  flag-boat  the 
excitement  increased.  The  Mosquito  rounded  the  boat  three  seconds 
before  the  Cymba  came  up  to  it,  and  about  six  seconds  before  the  Amazon. 
Thus  ended  the  first  course  round,  and  away  the  Mosquito,  Cymba,  and 
Amazon  went  on  the  second  course,  so  close  to  one  another  that  a  person 
could  step  with  ease  from  one  vessel  to  the  other.  The  Surge,  Kelpie, 
and  the  schooner  followed,  the  latter  by  the  fortune  of  war  having  lost 
the  race,  which  a  short  time  before  appeared  all  her  own,  and  they  arrived 

as  follows:^- 

h.  m.  s.  I      ,  h.  m.  s. 

Mosquito 8    1  10    Amazon.. 8    9  11 

Surge  8    6  29  I  Cymba 8  10  20 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  Mosquito  beat  the  Surge,  exclusive  of  her 
allowance  of  time,  by  two  minutes  ten  seconds  ;  but  the  Surge  immedi- 
ately after  rounding  the  second  flag-boat  in  the  first  round,  carried  away 
her  topmast,  in  consequence  of  the  weather  topmast  rigging  giving  up 
in  the  dip-hooks  at  the  reef  thimble;  so  that  she  may  be  said  to  have 
sailed  the  race  under  three  sails  only.  The  Mosquito  done  the  dbtance, 
56  nautic  miles  in  7h.  4m.  lOs. 

The  third  race  was  for  the  Kildare-street  Challenge  Cup,  value  £65, 
Time  race,  once  round  the  Long  course.  The  following  appeared  at  the 
mooring  buoys: — 

Numbered  a$  in  Hunf$  Univeraal  Yacht  List  for  1858. 


No. 


TKchts'  NamM. 


Rig. 


Tonfl. 


0wn«rt. 


745  Peri 

1057  WaterlUy.. 
56  Atalanta .. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


80 
24 
27 


J.  W.  Cannon,  Esq. 
J.  MulhoUand,  Esq. 
H.  Scovell,  Esq. 


The  start  took  place  at  lb.  50m.  10s.,  and  was  for  a  considerable  time 
ably  contested.  The  Peri's  powerful  bulk  enabled  her  to  outstrip  her 
antagonist,  but  not  sufficiently  to  out-time  the  Atalanta,  which  was  holder 
of  the  cup  from  last  year,  having  on  that  odbasion  won  it  The  match 
watched  with  mudi  interest,  and  finished  thus: — 


h,  m.  s.  I                            h.  ra.  s.  I  h.  m   s. 

Peri 4  51  16  I  Atalanta 5    9  25  |  Waterlily 5  II  66 

The  Atalanta  was  declared  the  winner  by  time,  and  the  cup  now  be- 
comes the  property  of  H.  Scovell,  Esq. 
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The  last  sailiiig  match  was  for  a  purse  of  £20,  given  by  the  Dab\in 
and  Wicklow  Railway  Company,  for  yachts  of  20  tons  and  under. — Time 
race;  short  ooorsei  twice  round.     The  following  yachts  entered : — 

Numbered  in  Hunts  Yachl  List  for  1858. 


No. 


Yacbta  Names. 


348  Fingal.... 

849,' Dove 

1076,  Whim.... 

359,  Flirt 

1254Zaffa 

;  B^oa 

I  Electric, 


85 

270 


Big. 


cutter 
catter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tods. 


17 
IS 
18 

10 


Owners. 


F.  Gowan,  Esq. 
T.  D.  Keogh,  Esq. 
J.  M.Ternan,£8q. 
Capt.  H.  H.  O'Bryen 
A.  Har grave,  Eeq.  . 
R.  D.  Kane,  Esq. 
P.  Thompson,  Esq. 


They  started  at  2h.  32m.;  the  Bijou,  ZufFa,  and  Fingal,  led  out  of  the 
harbour,  and  after  a  sharp  struggle  for  the  proud  position  of  number  one, 
during  which  the  Dove  carried  away  her  gaff,  and  the  Bijou  sustained 
some  slight  damage,  at  the  end  of  a  very  spirited  eontest  the  following 
were  timed  thus:^- 


m. 
53 


h.    m.    e. 
7     17    47 


h.    m. 
Bijou  ^ 7    22 


FUrt 6    53      0  I  Fingal.. 

The  Flirt  was  declared  the  winner. 

For  the  four^oared  race  of  £20,  only  two  boats  put  in  an  appearance, 
the  Gleam  of  the  U.R.C ,  crew  same  as  previous  day,  and  the  Bblaoa  d 
the  B.C.,  the  crew  of  which  had  been  somewhat  changed  since  the  first 
day,  and  were  greatly  strengthened  by  it.  Nevertheless  they  coald  not 
live  a  yard  with  the  Gleam,  who  won  from  end  to  end,  having  started 
very  much  better  than  on  the  previous  occasion. 

The  festivities  were  concluded  with  a  grand  display  of  fireworks  in  the 
evening. 
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Thb  second  regatta  for  the  season  of  the  above  elub^  came  off  at  Rothe- 
say, on  Friday  the  23rd  July,  under  very  favourable  circumstanoes.  Up 
till  about  10  a.m.  the  weather  showery  and  changeable,  but  afterwards  it 
cleared  up,  with  a  fine  hroezB  from  8.S.W.,  which  continued  all  day 
and  afforded  enjoyment  to  all  ooneemed.  The  day  being  Rothesay  fior, 
an  immense  number  of  strangers  were  present,  who  were  gathered  on 
every  point  watching  the  movements  of  the  yachts  as  they  sailed  the 
course.  We  know  of  no  place  better  adapted  for  a  regatta  than  this 
fine  bay,  and  for  miles  along  shore  a  splendid  view  could  be  had  of  the 
whole  fleet 

V 

I 
i 
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At  11  a-m.  the  Rear-Commodore,  J.  E.  Reid,  Esq.,  fired  the  signal 
gun,  and  hoisted  his  flag  on  board  his  fine  yacht  the  Diamond,  which  he 
had  in  the  most  handsome  manner  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  dub  for 
the  accommodation  of  members  and  friends,  a  great  number  of  whom 
availed  themselves  of  the  privilege.  In  addition  to  a  full  muster  of  the 
dub,  we  observed  cruising  about  during  the  day,  the  Valetta,  C.  ATIver, 
Esq.,  Onda,  R.  W.  Laurie,  Esq.,  Eagle,  W.  D.  Roberts,  and  an  immense 
number  of  smaller  craft,  and  rowing  boats  of  all  descriptions,  which  gave 
the  bay  a  very  enlivening  appearance. 

The  first- race  for  a  time  piece,  value  £15,  between  yachts  of  8  tons  and  un- 
der.   The  following  entered:— 


Ttchti'Nttnos. 

Big. 

Ton. 

Ownert. 

Bella 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

8 
8 
8 
8 

Robert  WalVer,  Esq. 
J.  Grant,  jun. 
J.  Dickie,  Esq. 
A.  Kennedy,  Esq. 

Fairy  Queen 

Armada.... 

Maud ; 

The  course  was  from  the  Rear- Commodore's  yacht,  which  was  moored 
near  the  quay,  to  a  flag-boat  off  Strone  Point,  Kyles  of  Bute,  round  the  To- 
ward buoy,  then  round  a  flag-boat  at  the  Onda*a  moorings  off  Ascog,  and 
back  to  Rear- Commodore.  Twice  round  for  first  and  second  races,  and  once 
round  for  third  and  fourth  races,  leaving  out  the  Ascog  flag-boat  for  the  lat- 
ter classes.  Adopting  the  usual  plan  of  the  chib,  viz.  to  fix  the  course  on 
the  morning  of  the  regatta,  the  committee  arranged  so  as  to  give  a  fair 
amount  of  running  and  beating.  Starting  from  the  Rear-Commodore  the 
course  was  five  miles  before  the  wind  to  flag-boat  off  Strone  Point,  then  five 
miles  close  hauled  to  Toward  buoy,  and  two  miles  dead  beat  to  flag-boat  off 
Ascog,  then  free  sheet  to  Bogany  buoy,  and  a  short  beat  to  the  Rear-Com- 
modore ;  distance  14  miles,  twice  round.  This  course  was  admitted  by  all 
to  be  as  good  as  could- possibly  be  got,  and  would  not  bear  a  single  complaint 
firom  any  one,  which  reflects  great  credit  on  the  Rear- Commodore  and  the 
committee  for  the  excellent  arrangements  they  made. 

Precisely  at  12  o'clock  the  starting  gun  was  fired,  and  three  of  the  four 
vessels  got  ofi  beautifully,  the  other  the  Bella  lost  about  one  minute  by  foul- 
ing her  buoy.  The  Maud  got  away  with  a  slight  lead,  closely  followed  by 
the  Fairy  Queen  and  Armada,  the  Bella  coming  up  in  the  rear.  For  the 
first  half  of  the  run  to  the  flag-boat  they  all  kept  their  positions,  but  when  off 
Port  Bannatyne  the  breeze  freshened  a  little  astern,  bringing  up  the  Armada 
and  Bella  close  on  the  Fairy  Queen  and  Maud.  At  this  point  it  was  cer- 
tainly a  fine  sight  to  see  the  whole  rattling  along  with  balloon  topsails,  and 
all  within  twenty  yards  of  each  other ;  in  fact,  the  Armada,  Fairy  Queen, 
and  Maud  were  so  close  that  they  might  have  been  drinking  wine  together. 
On  they  went,  each  keeping  about  the  same. distance,  and  the  flag-boat  at 
Strone  Point  was  rounded  as  follows : — 

HO.  9. VOL,  VII.  3  B 
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h.    m.    t.  '  h.    m.    «. 


Urn  Ul*  "*      I  — 

■R^ii«  12    39    20    Armada. 12    39    35 

f^^qn^z:::..:. 12  39  sol  Maud »  39  50 

Before  rounding  the  Imoy  the  Armada  and  Maad  had  doused  topsails, 
while  the  others  carried  on  for  some  time.  On  hauling  their  wind  the  Fairy 
Queen  and  Armada  soon  crept  to  windward,  learing  the  Bella  and  Maud  to 
make  another  race.  On  tins  tack  we  are  satisfied  the  Bella  might  haye  takco 
a  better  position  had  she  lowered  her  topsail,  but  on  she  went  with  her  large 
balloon,  and,  so  far  as  we  saw,  lost  ground  in  consequence  every  ndovemoii. 
The  Fairy  Queen  and  Armada  were  now  creeping  &st  ahead,  and  an  excidng 
race  was  looked  for  between  them,  but  unfortunately,  the  Armada  carried 
away  her  bobstay,  and  although  they  did  all  in  their  power  to  repair  it,  still 
it  threw  her  so  far  behind  that  she  gave  up,  and  did  not  sail  the  course.  In 
beating  to  the  Toward  Buoy  the  Fairy  Queen  continued  to  increase  her  lead, 
while  the  Bella  and  Maud  seemed  better  matched,  and  the  flag-boat  at  Aacog 
was  passed  as  follows: — 

h.  m.  8. 1                        h.    m.    ».  I  h*    »•    ■• 

FairyQqeen...  I    55  10  |  Maud ..2    11      0  |  Bella 2    12    15 

In  the  run  back  to  the  Commodore  the  Maud  and  Bella  kept  well  together, 
hut  when  near  the  flag-boat  the  Bella  got  a  slight  advantage,  and  the  first 
round  was  completed  as  follows:^ — 

h,  m.  s.  I                            h.  m.  s.  I  lu  m.  s. 

Fairy  Queen.....  a  11  34  |  BelUi. 2  36  31  |  Maud.. 2  39  50 

The  excitement  of  this  race  was  now  over,  as  barring  accidents,  the  Fairy 
Queen  had  it  all  her  own  way,  and  the  owners  of  the  Bella  and  Maud  agreed 
before  coming  in  not  to  go  the  second  round,  but  the  Bella  carried  on  while 
the  Maud  gave  up.  The  second  round  was  completed  as  follows,  the  Fairy 
Queen  eooung  in  an  easy  winner,  thus  adding  another  laurel  to  her  owners: — 

h.    m    s.  I                                           h.    m.    s. 
Fairy  Queen., • •••••4    15  IS  |  Bella ...••••• 4    43    0 

The  second  race  was  contested  by  the  foUowiag  yachts,  for  a  prise,  Rvalue 
£12.    The  signal  was  fired  at  12h.  30m.  to  take  stations. 


TachtA*  Nsmtf, 


Big. 


Tons. 


Ownen. 


Qeorgina  . 

Comet 

Maria. 

Excelsoir.. 
Pet 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

CUtttf 


6    Capt  Hay,  b.v. 


T.SteTen,Es<i. 
R.  LyaJl,  Esq. 
T.  Steven,  Esq. 
J.  and  B.  Furgnaon,  ] 


A  few  minutes  aflervrards  the  starting  gun  was  fired,  and  away  they  flew, 
like  **  things  of  life."  They  all  got  well  away,  the  Georgina  having  the  lead, 
closely  followed  by  the  Excelsior  and  Pet,  Maria  and  Comet  a  short  distance 
astern.  The  Pet  and  Excelsior  met  together  at  Gourock  Regatta,  when  the 
former  gained  by  seven  minutes  and  a  half.    The  owner  of  the  Excelaior  did 
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not  Gonider  she  had  been  properly  bandied  tben,  and  this  matcb  proved  bim 
eoneet  Tbe  Georgina  was^  built  by  Fife  of  Fairlee,  and  bad  not  yet  been 
tried,  so  tbat  the  greatest  excitement  was  manifested  by  the  backers  of  the 
different  Tessels.  On  mnning  to  the  flag-boat  off  Strone  Point,  the  Ezcelsoir 
and  Georgina  got  a  good  lead  of  the  Pet,  Maria  and  Comet,  but  in  hauling 
their  wind  the  Pet  managed  to  creep  nearer  the  leading  boats,  and  some 
most  interesting  and  exciting  sailing  took  place  between  the  three ;  in  fact, 
nothing  could  exceed  the  manner  in  which  they  were  handled,  each  striving 
her  very  utmost  to  get  some  slight  advantage.  During  the  beat  to  the  flag- 
boat  off  Ascog  the  Pet  got  the  lead,  and  the  first  round  was  completed  as 
onderi— * 

h.    m.    s.  I  b.    m.    s.  t  h.    m.    s. 

Pe&« 8     9     4  I  Georgina. 8    u    56  |  Bxndsoir^...  3    12    67 

In  the  second  round  they  kept  pushing  each  other  as  hard  as  ever,  but  a 
slight  accident  happened  to  the  Excelsoir  and  Pet,  by  which  they  lost  a 
little  time.  In  beating  to  the  Toward  buoy,  the  erance  of  the  Pet's  peak- 
halliards  bent  considerably,  and  the  mainsail  would  not  stand  properly,  while 
the  Excelsoir  lost  a  little  by  the  heel-rope  of  the  topmast  fouling,  which  pre- 
vented them  setting  their  topsail  in  the  last  run  to  the  Commodore.  The 
Georgina  rounded  the  flag-boat  at  Ascog  flrst,  closely  followed  by  the  Pet 
and  Excelsoir,  and  they  kept  about  the  same  position  tiU  the  finish  which 
was  completed  as  follows : — 

h.    m.    s.  I                        h.    m.    s.  I  h.    m.    s. 

Georgina. 5    48    55  |  Pet 5    43    44  |  ExcehK>ir 5    45      8 

Thus  finished  what  was  admitted  to  be  the  finest  race  that  had  yet  been 
run  in  club ;  and  the  crews  of  the  different  boats  are  entitled  to  the  greatest 
credit  for  the  manner  in  which  they  handled  the  little  craft. 

The  next  race  was  by  open  boats  of  any  length  under  20  feet ;  prize  silver 
plate,  value  ^,  and  for  which  the  following  entered :— Rose  18ft  Mr.  J. 
Rankie;  Janet,  14}ft.,  Mr.  A.  Dickie;  Maggie,  16ft.,  Mr.'.R.  M'Intosh. 

The  starting  gun  was  fired  at  lb.  25m.,  and  they  got  away  pretty  well 
together ;  some  nice  sailing  took  place  between  the  Rose  and  Magpie,  but 
the  latter  hafing  carried  away  her  throat  halliards  when  about  halfway  round 
lost  any  chance  she  had,  and  the  Rose  came  in  an  easy  winner,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  time  of  arrival  at  the  station-  buoy : — Rose,  4h.  Om.  15s.;  Mag- 
gie, 4h.  6h.  16m.;  Janet,  4h.  8m.  lis. 

The  last  match  this  day  was  by  yachts  not  exceeding  4  tons,  for  a  silver 
prixe  of  the  value  of  £8,    The  following  entered— 


Tftchts*  Naniat. 


Mayflower . 
Banshee  .... 
Coquette.,.. 


Hlg. 


Toa. 


cutter 
cutter 

cutter 


4 

H 


Ownen. 


W.  Miller.  Esq. 
J.  Mann,  Esq. 
Grichton  Rait,  Esq. 


The  gun  was  fired  at2h.  I7ra.  30m.,  and  they  bounded  off,  the  Coquette 
with  the  lead,  which  she  kept  all  the  way,  and  if  all  had  gone  right,  no  doubt 
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fthe  would  have  gained  the  prize »  but  unfortunately,  some  mistake  occurred 
in  the  sailing  directions  given  to  the  Mayflower,  and  she  went  round  the 
whole  course,  instead  of  leaving  out  the  flag-buoy  at  Ascog.  The  Coquette 
and  Banshee  took  the  right  course,  and  they  arrived  at  the  goal  as  follows: — 

h.    m.    8.  (  h.    m.    a.  I  h.    m.    a. 

Coquette 4      7    20  |  Banshee. 4    21    29  |  Mayflower  ...  4    44      0 

On  the  Mayflower  coming  in  her  owner  entered  a  protest  against  the  Co- 
quette receiving  the  prize,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  sailed  the  course  ac- 
cording to  his  instructions.  The  Commodore  and  Committee  took  the  pro- 
test in  consideration,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  prize  should  be  sailed  ibr 
again  at  Largs,  on  the  18  th  of  August,  or  on  some  other  suitable  day.  It  is 
but  right  to  state,  that  the  Banshee  was  started  and  sailed  without  the  con- 
sent of  her  owner,  and,  so  far  as  we  understand,  she  was  very  badly  handled. 

This  concluded  the  races  of  the  day,  and  the  pleasing  duty  of  awarding 
prizes  was  performed  by  the  Rear*  Commodore,  in  the  most  pleasing  manner, 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  He  regretted  exceedingly  the  mis- 
take that  had  occurred  regarding  the  course  in  the  last  race,  and  hoped  all 
ill-feeling  would  be  thrown  aside,  and  that  the  boats  would  be  favoured  with 
a  flue  breeze  to  sail  for  it  again,  so  as  .to  set  at  rest  the  dispute  that  had 
arisen. 

In  the  evening  there  was  a  frrand  display  of  fireworks  on  board  the  Com- 
modore's yacht,  and  also  the  Valetta  and  Eaglet  screw  steam  yachts,  which 
were  moored  in  the  bay.  A  fine  band  was  on  board  the  Commodore's  yacht 
which  lent  a  charm  to  the  whole,  and  about  11  p.m.  the  last  blaze  of  rockets, 
&c.,  was  given,  while  the  band  played  "  God  save  the  Queen,"  and  the  com- 
pany left  for  their  different  yachts  well  pleased  with  such  a  splendid  conclu- 
fcion  to  a  fine  day's  sport. 


Rage  bt  Msasukexbrt  of  Sails. 

On  Saturday  the  24th  of  July,  a  race  was  arranged  by  the  above  club  to 
try  whether  some  satisfactory  basis  could  be  established  for  timing  yacht 
matches  by  measurement  of  canvas,  instead  of  hull  as  heretofore.  The  fol- 
lowing were  the  arrangements  made  by  the  conunittee,  viz.  one  minute  time 
to  be  allowed  for  every  100  feet  of  canvas  and  every  hour  the  race  continued: 
for  example,  a  yacht  carrying  1000  feet  of  canvas  must  allow  a  yacht  carry- 
ing 400  feet  six  minutes  for  every  hour  the  race  continued.  It  was  fully  ex- 
l)ected  that  this  would  have  been  very  near  the  allowance  for  yachts  under  8 
tons,  as  calculations  had  been  made,  from  the  results  of  former  races ;  but 
unfortunately,  soon  after  starting  the  wind  became  very  light  and  changeable, 
and  the  consequence  was  that  the  race  was  finished  without  affordiog  any 
criterion  as  to  the  merits  of  this  mode  of  measurement. 

The  prize  was  a  piece  of  plate  value  5  guineas.  The  starting  gun  was  fired 
at  3h.  15m.,  when  the  following  obeyed  the  signal. 
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Yachte'  Names. 

Sq.  Foot. 

Owners. 

Bella.- 

916 
975 
635 
600 

R.  Walker,  Esq. 
J.  Grant,  jun  ,  Esq. 
Capt.  Hay,  Esq. 
T.  Stereo,  Esq. 

iPninr  Onfien 

Georgina 

Ezcelaoir 

The  time  was  taken  as  they  passed  the  flag  boat  as  follows: — 


h.  m.  s. 

«Fairy  Queen.* 3  15  55 

'GeoTgina.. 3  16  13 


h.  m.  s. 

Bella 3  17    0 

Excelsior 8  17  20 


The  same  course  was  agreed  on  as  was  sailed  on  the  23rd,  but  only  once 
roand.  During  the  mn  to  the  flag- boat  off  Strone  Point  the  Fairy  Queen 
kept  the  lead,  followed  by  the  Bella,  Georgina,  and  Excelsoir,  and  it  was 
rounded  as  follows: — 

h. 


h.  m.  s. 

Fairy  Queen 4  16  25 

Bella. 4  17  10 


m,  s. 

Qeorgina..... 4  17  20 

Excelsior 4  19  10 


Ailer  rounding,  they  all  stood  on  the  same  tack  for  a  short  time,  but  the 
wind  now  became  very  light  and  changeable,  so  from  this  point  it  became 
quite  evident  that  all  interest  in  the  race  was  gone,  as  at  one  moment  it  ap- 
peared as  if  the  small  boats  would  have  it  all  their  own  way,  while  at  others 
the  Fairy  Queen  and  Bella  kept  a  good  lead ;  a  very  slow  beat  up  to  Toward 
buoy  took  place,  which  was  rounded  first  by  the  Fairy  Queen,  closely  fol- 
lowed by  the  Bella,  Georgina,  and  Excelsoir.  AAer  rounding  this  buoy,  it 
fell  nearly  dead  calm,  but  the  Fairy  Queen  got  a  nice  little  puff  from  N.N.E. 
which  was  carried  up  with  her  to  the  flag-boat  at  Ascog,  leaving  the  other 
three  yachts  lying  motionless.  They  lay  nearly  in  the  same  spot  for  about 
an  hour,  while  the  Fairy  Queen  carried  the  breeze  with  her  till  she  arrived 
at  the  Commodore's  flag-buoy,  which  she  did  at  6h.  55m.  16s.  Neither  of 
the  other  vessels  were  in  before  eight  o*clock,  so  their  time  was  not  taken. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  race  was  not  favoured  with  a  good 
steady  breeze,  as  the  greatest  interest  was  felt  as  to  the  result;  the  Clyde 
Model  Yacht  Club  however,  can  now  claim  the  honour  of  giving  this  plan 
(which  we  may  say  is  taken  from  Maretfs  work  on  Yachti  and  Yacht  Build- 
ings) of  measurement  by  canvas,  the  first  trial  in  this  country,  and  although 
it  baa  not  resulted  in  anything  satisfoctory,  still  the  majority  of  the  members 
are  of  opinion  that  this  should  ultimately  be  the  standard  mode  of  measure- 
ment, and  no  doubt,  another  race  will,  very  shortly,  be  arranged  to  give  it 
another  trial. 

The  Rear  Commodore  of  the  club,  J.  E.  Reid,  Esq,,  officiated  as  Commo- 
dore, and  to  him,  to  the  members  of  the  Sailing  Committee,  and  to  the  Hon. 
Secretary,  are  due  the  warmest  thanks  of  the  club  for  the  very  able  manner 
in  which  they  discharged  the  arduous  duties  of  this  and  the  previous  day. 
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GREAT  YARMOUTH  REGATTA. 

On  Tuesday  27th  of  July,  ibis  regatta  took  phee  in  our  magnifioent 
roadstead,  and  oompariog  it  with  the  last  one  which  was  held  sammen 
ago,  the  sport  was  excellent.  The  weather  was  all  that  could  be  demr^ 
with  the  exception  of  the  wind  which,  somewhat  unfortunately,  blew  about 
the  time  for  starting  the  first  match  rather  stiffly  from  S.S.E.  This^  as 
there  was  a  strong  ebb  tide  running,  rendered  it  difficult  for  th«  boats  to 
make  their  moorings  and  sail  the  course  mariced  out  for  them,  although 
on  the  other  hand  their  powers  of  beating  to  windward  and  ''hanging  a 
good  wind"  were  better  tested,  but  to  appreciate  theee  qualities^  there  waa 
required  a  certain  amount  of  nautical  knowledge  not  possessed  by  the 
public  in  general,  who  seem  to  think  that  a  "racing"  boat  ought  to  sail 
Cast  no  matter  whether  the  elements  be  against  her  or  not. 

As  the  day  wore  on  the  wind  dropped  a  little,  but  by  four  o'clock  in 
the  af^moon  it  freshened  again  and  gradually  veering  round  to  the  £ast^ 
at  length  whbtled  strongly  and  steadily  from  that  quarter.  The  sailbg 
at  the  close  of  the  day  was,  therefore,  to  the  unbitiated  in  seafaring  mat- 
ters more  interesting  than  it  was  at  the  commencement  Of  the  general 
scene,  both  from  sea  and  land,  we  need  say  but  little.  The  Wellington 
Pier,  (at  the  end  beneath  an  awning  the  committee  were  stationed  and 
from  whence  the  boats  were  started,)  was,  of  course,  decorated  with  flags 
and  banners,  and  fashionably  dressed  ladies  thronged  it  throughout  the 
day,  enjoying  the  varied  scenes  around  them  and  the  performances  of  the 
East  Norfolk  MUitia  Artillery  band  and  HuUey's  band.  Flags  and  other 
signs  of  rejoicing  were  displayed  at  different  points  along  the  shore,  booths 
were  erected  on  the  beach  fronting  the  Victoria  Esplanade,  and  itinerant 
musicans  and  vocalists  of  all  classes  and  both  sexes  did  their  best  to  amuse 
the  thousands  of  pleasure-seekers  who  were  scattered  about  in  all  direc- 
tions. 

Of  the  number  of  persons  who  attended  the  regatta  considerable  differ- 
ence  of  opinion  exists,  but  we  think  they  may  be  roughly  estimated  at 
16,000  or  17,000.  At  one  time  during  the  afbemoon,  when  the  bshore 
amusements  were  gmng  on,  the  greater  bulk  of  them  were  crowded  to. 
gether  on  the  beach  between  the  Wellington  Pier  and  the  Jetty,  and  in- 
terspersed as  they  were  with  men  in  military  costumes  and  eleganUy 
dressed  ladies,  they  presented  a  most  animated  and  pleasing  spectacle. 
The  view  from  the  land  was  equally  beautiful  and  interestbg.  The  vast 
expanse  of  heaving-water,  clear  as  crystal,  as  indeed  it  always  is,  with 
an  easterly  or  south-west  wind,  was  studded  witfc  craft  of  all  sixes  and 
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rigs,  most  of  them  presenting  a  holiday  appearance,  and  some,  amongst 
which  was  the  reyenue  cutter  stationed  at  this  port,  ornamented  with 
flags  and  streamers  both  from  the  stem  and  stem  to  the  mast-head..  The 
desire  of  yisitors»  however,  to  be  on  the  watery  element  did  not  seem  to 
be  so  great  as  it  had  been  on  previous  similar  occasiona;  few  sailing  boats^ 
therefore  appeared  to  be  devoted  to  ''pleasuring,"  and  the  steam-tug 
Volunteer  which  plied  about  the  roads  had  her  decks  but  thinly  manned 
with  exeursionists. 

The  arrangements  of  the  committee  were  in  all  respects  excellent*  and 
had  their  orders  been  carefully  attended  to  by  the  sailing  boats  entered  for 
the  matches  there  would  have  been  little  or  nothing  to  regret  or  grumble 
nL  As  it  was,  however,  nearly  all  the  interest  in  the  second  and  fifth 
matches  was  destroyed  by  the  crews  of  the  yawls  not  carrying  in  a  con« 
spicious  place  upon  their  respective  boats  the  numbers  with  which  they 
had  been  furnished.  Of  the  committee  themselves  we  cannot  speak  too 
highly.  They  are,  each  and  all,  deserving  of  great  praise  for  the  energy 
and  tact  they  displayed  in  getting  up  and  carrying  out  the  regatta,  but 
some  of  them  are,  as  may  be  supposed,  entitled  to  special  credit,  Mr.  H* 
R.  Harmer,  the  hon.  sec  and  treaurer,  who  in  bygone  years  has  had 
considerable  experience  in  these  matters  was,  perhaps,  the  most  active  and 
indefatigable,  but  at  all  times  he  was  most  ably  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  J. 
Foreman,  who  acted  as  time -keeper,  and  Lieut-Col.  Beckham,  and  Mr. 
M.  Butcher  who  were  the  umpires:  Commander  Mends,  K.M.,  and  Mr. 
J.  Bamby  also  lent  willing  and  efiEicient  aid.  Such  labours  as  fbej  had 
to  perform  ar^  we  can  candidly  assure  our  readers,  by  no  means  light 
or,  at  all  times,  pleasant,  for  competitors  in  ail  things  are  seldom  on  the 
most  amiable  and  friendly  terms,  and  our  beachmen,  who  are  as  brave  as 
lions,  but  as  litigious  and  perverse  as  lawyers,  are  no  exception  to  this 
role.  So  well,  however,  have  they  acquitted  themselves,  and  so  deserv- 
edly esteemed  are  they  on  all  sides,  that  we  would  advise  the  public  to 
constitute  them  the  regular  standing  committee  for  this,  for  the  fiitore^ 
annual  frolic. 

The  racing  commenced  by  a  match  for  a  purse  of  ^50  between  yachts  of 
25  and  50  tons.  Half*a-minute  per  ton  allowed  for  the  difference  of  tonnage 
and  no  restrictions  as  to  sails  or  men. 

The  following  yachts  were  entered  and  started : — 

Nugnbered  ai  m  Smta  Univerial  Yaehi  Li^for  1858. 


No.               TMhtiTNMaei. 

9(& 

Tom 

Ovmn. 

1085  Violet 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

40 
85 
24 

J.  B.  Kirby,  Esq. 

62Avak>tt. 

J.  Ooodson,  Esq. 

868  Silver  Star. 

J.  liann,  Esq. 
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The  course  was  round  flag- boats  placed  to  the  North,  the  East,  and  the 
South,  so  placed  as  to  form  a  double  triangle  ;  by  this  plan  the  boats  were 
never  out  of  sight  The  course,  which  in  extent  was  about  six  miles,  had  to 
be  sailed  over  three  times. 

The  start  took  place  about  12  o*cIock,  the  Silver  Star  took  the  lead  which 
she  held  until  the  first  flag-boat  was  rounded,  the  other  two  boats  then  passed 
her,  and  from  that  time  she  dropt  astern  until  the  middle  of  the  second  round 
when,  fouling  one  of  the  starting-buoys  she  gave  in.  After  passing  the  Silver 
Star  the  other  two  yachts  kept  close  together,  but  after  rounding  the  North 
and  East  flag-boats  the  Violet  hauled  to  windward  and  showed  in  front. 
From  this  time  the  Violet  gradually  increased  her  distance  from  the  Avaloo 
until  the  close  of  the  race,  when  she  won  in  splendid  style,  her  canvas  stand- 
ing, particularly  her  square-topsail,  as  stiff  as  a  board.  The  following  is  the 
time  in  which*  the  various  rounds  were  sailed :— 


Violet , 

First  Bound, 
h.    m.    8. 
16      0 
1     13      0 
1     19     12 

Second  Kound. 
h.    m.    6. 

2  43    25 

3  29     20 

Tliird  Round, 
h.    m.    B. 
4       4     40 

Avalon  «...,. 

4     42       0 

Silver  Star 

This  was  the  first  prize  the  Violet  had  won,  and  judging  from  her  appear- 
ance she  is  likely  to  hold  a  prominent  position  in  the  racing  world. 

The  second  prize  was  a  purse  of  £30,  for  yawls  of  not  less  than  45  feet  in 
length ;  the  first  boat  to  receive  £15,  second  £10,  third  £5.  Haifa-minute 
per  foot  allowed.  No  entrance  fee,  but  the  first  boat  had  to  allow  20s.,  the 
second  15s.,  third  7s,  fid.  to  the  regatta  fund. 

The  yawls  which  entered  and  sailed  were  the  Cambridge  Lass,  60  feet ; 
Royal  Standard,  49  feet ;  and  Queen  Victoria,  63  feA,  all  belonging  to  Yar- 
mouth; Eclipse,  Lowestoft,  54  feet ;  Lady  Hume,  Winterton,  59  feet;  Glance, 
Caister,  47  feet. 

12h.  SOm.  had  barely  arrived  before  «*  Yawls  a-hoy!  look  outr  was  sung 
out,  and  immediately  the  gun  was  fired  and  up  went  their  canvas,  and  away 
they  cleared  in  fine  style.  The  Queen  Victoria,  which  was  known  by  tan 
mainsail,  took  the  lead,  but  after  rounding  the  first  flag-boat,  the  Glance 
somewhat  overhauled  her.  On  reaching  Scroby  Sands  the  boats  which  then 
fbrmed  a  crescent,  looked  exceedingly  beatitiful,  but  curiosity  was  baulked, 
as,  carrying  no  numbers  they  could  not  be  clearly  distinguished  from  one 
another.  On  making  the  inshore  board,  the  Eclipse  took  the  lead,  but  she 
was  soon  passed  by  the  Lady  Hume,  who  in  her  turn,  again  resigned  the 
place  of  honor  to  the  Queen  Victoria.  The  other  boats  kept  well  together, 
and  it  was  on  the  whole  a  fine  race.  From  the  boats  not  carrying  their  num- 
bers it  was  diflacult  to  distinguish  them.  No  yacht,  yawl,  or  boat  should  be 
allowed  to  start  without  a  distinguishing  mark,  the  pleasure  of  seeing  a  sail- 
ing match  is  greatly  diminished  when  each  vessel  cannot  be  made  out.  Each 
round  was  finished  thus:— 
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Lady  Hume 

Qiieen  Victoria  ., 
Hojal  Standard., 


First  Round, 
h.    m.    8. 
3     49    40 
3     54     40 


Second  Round, 
h.    m.    s. 
4     57     40 
4     57       0 


3     58     20       I       5       3     18 


Third   Round, 
h.    m.    8. 
5     54    40 
5     53     20 
5     58     40 


The  Eclipve  and  Glance,  which  were  not  timed  in  the  Ist  and  2nd  rounds, 
carae  at  the  finish, — the  Eclipse  at  6h.  Cm.  328 ,  and  the  Glance  at  6h.  3m. 
338.  The  Royal  Standard  was  awarded  the  first  prize,  the  Lady  Hume  se- 
cond, and  the  Queen  Victoria  third. 

The  third  prize  was  a  Piece  of  Plate  of  the  value  of  £15,  with  £S  added 
for  second  vessel,  to  be  sailed  for  by  river  yachts,  not  exceeding  30  feet  on 
the  ram.     Time,  half-a-minute  per  foot,  and  no  restrictions  as  to  sails  or  men. 

The  following  boats  were  entered  and  sailed: --Kestrel,  30ft.,  Mr.  W. 
Butcher;  Belvidere,  24ft.  Mr.  T.  N.  Read;  Isabella,  28ft..  Mr.  O.  Diver j 
Rover,  30ft.,  Mr.  T.  Palmer;  and  Gipsy  Queen,  lift.,  Mr.  G  S.  Harcourt. 

The  natives  were  rather  disappointed  at  the  non-entry  of  the  Enchantress, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Green  of  Wroxham,  a  vessel  of  some  local  celebrity,  and 
which  we  remember  having  seen  at  Lowestoft  some  two  or  three  years  since. 
She  is  latteen-rigged  which  may  account  for  her  not  sailing  on  the  present 
occasion.  The  yachts  in  this  match  started  at  Ih.  40.  After  rounding  the 
first  flag-boat  the  Kestrel  took  the  lead  followed  by  the  Belvidere,  the  Gipsy 
Queen,  and  the  Rover.  The  Rover  subsequently  passed  the  Bt'lvidere,  and 
the  contest  between  these  two  boats  was  throughout  very  exciting.  After- 
wards the  Belvidere  regained  her  position  and,  although  the  smallest  boat 
beat  the  Rover  by  81  seconds.  The  Kestrel  kept  the  lead  throughout  and 
won  in  good  style.  The  course  sailed  was  from  the  Wellington  Pier  round 
buoys  about  2^  miles  apart,  twice  over.    The  following  are  the  times  : — 


Kestrel 

Belvidere... 
Rover 


First  Round, 
h.    m.    8. 
3     17    20 
3    S3     14 
3     33     10 


Second  Round, 
h.    ro.    s. 
4     li     10 
4     25       9 
4     25     40 


The  fourth  prize  was  a  sum  of  £5,  which  was  rowed  for  by  the  crew  of  the 
revenue  cutter  of  this  port,  in  their  boats.  The  Dart  came  in  first,  the  Alert 
second,  and  the  Star  last,  and  a  few  yards  only  parted  each  of  the  boats. 

The  fifth  prize  was  a  purse  of  £20,  to  be  sailed  for  by  yawls  not  exceeding 
45  feet  in  length,  the  first  to  have  £12,  the  second  £5,  and  the  third  £3. 
Half-a-minute  allowed  to  a  foot;  first  yawl  to  pay  158  ,  second  10s  ,  and  third 
5s.  to  the  regatta  fund.    The  course  the  same  as  the  other  yawls. 

For  this  match  the  following  started :— The  Flying  Fish,  43  feet ;  the 
Surprise,  41  feet ;  the  Shannon,  40  feet ;  the  Volunteer,  89  feet ;  the  Violet, 
41  feet ;  the  Twilight,  86  feet ;  the  Star  of  the  East,  45  feet ;  and  the  Young 
Prince,  45  feet.  The  yawls  got  off  well  about  two  o'clock,  and  the  first 
three  were  timed  as  follows,  at  the  close  of  the  match  :~Star  of  the  East, 
6h.  7m.  15s.,  Volunteer,  6h.  I5ro,  Os.,  Violet,  6h.  18ra.  128. 

The  sixth  prize  was  of  £6,  to  be  rowed  for  by  ships'  boats  not  exceeding 
MO.   9. — VOL.    VII.  3   c 
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sixteen  feet,  with  four  oars  and  coxswain ;  the  first  boat  receife  £3,  the  second 
£2,  and  the  third  £1.  The  following  were  entered  and  piilled:~The  Zenobis, 
the  Tidy,  the  Benjamin,  the  Secret,  the  Amelie,  and  the  Union.  This  waa  a 
good  match,  and  was  won  by  the  Secret,  the  Union  was  second,  and  the 
Benjamin  third. 

The  seventh  prize  was  one  £Sj  to  be  sculled  for  in  the  same  boats  used  in 
the  last  race,  with  the  exception  of  the  winner.  In  this  the  Tidy  won  easily; 
the  Benjamin  being  second. 

The  last  match  was  between  six-oared  single-banked  beach  gigs^  for  the 
sum  of  JC20,  the  first  boat  to  receive  £10,  the  second  £7,  and  the  third  £2. 
Pulled  in  heats.  The  boat  entered  were  the  Kitty,  the  Sturgeon,  the  Stand- 
ard, and  the  Contest.  The  first  heat  was  won  by  the  Kitty,  and  the  second 
by  the  Sturgeon.  The  concluding  heat  was  won  by  150  yards  by  the  Kitty,, 
the  Sturgeon  being  second,  and  the  Standard  third. 

The  amusements  of  the  day  were  brought  to  a  close  shortly  after  five 
o^cIock  by  a  duck  hunt,  which  seemed  to  afford  a  considerable  amount  oT 
satisfaction  to  the  thousands  of  spectators. 


ROYAL  SOUTHERN  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 

Our  patrons  belonging  to  this  club  must  excuse  the  short  aocomit  which 
is  now  given,  as  illness  prevented  our  reaching  the  scene  of  action.  We 
therefore  quote  from  onr  kind  contemporary. 

The  annual  fete  of  this  distinguished  club  came  off  on  the  22nd  of 
July,  under  somewhat  favourable  auspices,  there  being  a  fine  south- 
westerly breeze  throughout,  with  a  brilliant  sun,  which  was  not  however 
oppressive.  But  in  the  afternoon  when  the  matches  had  been  decided, 
a  drizzling  rain  set  in  and  oontbued.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  pro- 
g^mme  was  enticing,  and  there  was  no  want  of  entries  for  the  several 
prizes,  although  some  yachts  named  did  not  start  in  the  first  match,  pro- 
bably, from  fear  of  their  antagonist  the  now  celebrated  Lulworth,  with 
Mr.  J.  Nicholls  on  board. 

The  first  race  was  lor  £50,  for  yachts  belonging  to  a  royal  club,  of 
any  rig  or  tonnage,  (o.m.)  Ackers*  scale  for  cutters,  and  half  ditto  for 
schooners. 

The  following  started: — 


Numbered  ae  in  Htaife  Yacht  List  for  IS58. 

Vo. 

Tftohte'Nsmac. 

Big.         Ton. 

Owik«n. 

594 

Lulworth,„ 

cutter   '    80 

cutter       40 

schooner     35 

J.  Weld,  Esq. 
J.  R  Kirby,  Esq. 
Capt.  Otway 

1035 

Violet .   , 

804 

Rara  Avis '. 
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The  Rmmet,  E.  Gibson,  Esq.,  and  PhaDtom,  S.  Lane,  Esq.  declined 
starting,  although  entered. 

The  start  was  effected  at  lOh.  50m.,  and  as  there  was  no  committee  steamer 
to  accompany  the  yachts  during  the  match  we  had  follow  in  the  passage 
ateamers  as  best  we  could ;  no  manoeuvres  of  any  importance  occurred  to 
render  any  remarks  necessary,  beyond  that  in  this  match  they  proceeded 
twice  round  the  course,  which  was  from  their  stations  off  the  club-house,  the 
Destiny  being  the  starting  vessel,  down  the  river,  round  the  Calshot  Light 
vessel  and  the  buoys  of  the  Brambles,  leaving  all  on  the  starboard  hand,  thence 
to  the  starting  vessel,  twice  round.  It  is  evident  that  among  those  in  the 
match  the  Lulworth  was  the  &vourite,  for  when  leaving  Southampton  water, 
distant  about  six  miles  from  the  start,  she  was  leading  the  Voilet  by  about  a 
mile,  and  the  distance  between  the  different  vessels  may  be  better  judged  by 
the  time  they  severally  arrived  in  the  different  rounds — 


Lulworth... 

Violet 

lUra  AtIs., 


First  :Boand. 

h.    m.    s. 

12    32      0 

1       6     15 

1     25       0 


Second  Bound, 
h.    m.    8. 

2  55      0 

3  30    25 


The  Lulworth  winning  by  35m.  25s  in  point  of  time,  having  to  allow,  ac- 
cording to  the  committee's  regulations  and  understanding*  instead  of  A ckers*s 
scale,  11m.  20s.,  and  to  Kara  Avis  33m.  15s.  According  to  Ackers's  scale 
on  the  card  it  would  have  been  21m.  30s.  In  either  case  she  was  a  winner 
by  time  and  distance. 

The  second  race  was  fur  a  pnrse  of  15  sovereigns,  for  cutters,  yawls,  and 
sloops,  not  exceding  12  tons,  and  was  competed  for  by  the  following*. — 


Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Yacht  List  for  1858, 

No.                 Taehto'  ]9amet. 

Rig. 

Ton. 

Owners. 

791,QuiTer 

241  Don  Juan 

cutter        12 
cutter        10 

T.  Chamberlayne,  Esq. 
W.  Cooper,  Esq. 
Capt.  Roebuck 

SUFair  AUoe 

cutter 

5 

The  race  was  between  the  two  former  yachts,  and  was  a  very  close  one. 
The  Don  Juan  and  Quiver  were  the  decided  favourites,  the  latter  having  to 
allow  the  former  two  minutes,  but,  as  will  be  seen,  was  found  to  be  unneces- 
sary.  Ihey  were  severally  started  at  lib.  30m.,  and  on  rounding  the  Arro- 
gant frigate  in  their  extreme  course  down  the  river  the  Quiver  was  45  seconds 
in  advance  of  her  fearful  antagonist.  The  course  was,  as  heretofore,  three 
times  round. 


First  Hound, 
h.    m.    s. 
12    27      0 
12    28      0 
12     36       0 


QuiVer 

Doni  Juan 

Faiir  Alice. 

^Allowing  for  time,  Don  Juan  was  a  defaulter  by  Im.  58.     It  was  a  very 


Second  Boimd. 

h.    m.    s. 

1     12     30 

1     15      0 

not  timed. 


Third  Bound. 

h.    m.    s. 

2      3     10 

2      6     15 

2     15       0 
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iotereftting  race,  though  from  the  situatioD  of  the  wiad  no  further  remarks  are 
necessary. 

For  the  Prize  of  16  Sovereigns,  the  Centipede,  Paskins,  was,  for  the  second 
time  this  week,  the  winner. 

The  Southampton  water  was  enlivened  by  a  number  of  yachts  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  official  list,  although  there  was  not  so  much  bunting  displayed  as 
we  have  been  accustomed  to  witness  at  this  regatta.  The  ball  took  place 
in  the  evening,  at  the  club-house,  and  was  well  attended. 


ROYAL  WELSH  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 

This  annual  gala  came  oflF  at  Carvarvon,  on  Aug.  2nd.  Owing  to 
Morecambe  Bay  and  other  regattas  being  fixed  for  the  same  time,  great 
fears  were  entertained  of  a  poor  muster;  and  the  illness  of  the  Lady  of 
the  Venerable  Commodore,  and  of  the  worthy  Vice  Commodore  himself 
tended  to  dampen  the  ardour  of  the  proceedings. 

Up  to  Saturday  no  strange  yacht  had  turned  up,  with  the  excepiioa 
of  the  North  Star,  which  had  come  over  the  bar  a  day  or  two  previoos, 
(apropos  of  this  craft,  she  raced  last  year,  her  keel  having  been  only 
laid  six  weeks  previous,  and  launched  on  the  Thursday  preceding  the  re- 
gatta, but  unfortunately  got  aground  on  the  South  Bank  in  beating  out, 
and  took  assistance  from  a  steamer  contrary  to  rules,  and  conseqaeotlj 
lost  the  prize,  although  beating  Plover,  Coralie,  &c.,  a  good  distance.) 

On  Sunday  everything  looked  as  black  as  ever,  a  boiling  hot  day,  and 
not  a^breath  of  wind,  however,  towards  evening  matters  began  to  brighten 
by  the  aiTival  of  the  Charm  and  a  few  others,  and  one  of  H.M.  gunboata 
came  steaming  up  firom  Holyhead,  and  anchored  just  as  the  suii-set  gua 
boomed  forth  from  the  club-house  battery. 

The  long  expected  morning  broke  out  at  last,  rather  lowering,  strong 
puf&  of  wind  from  the  S.  W.  were  sweeping  over  the  straits,  and  all  was 
bustle  and  excitement:  here  the  racing  gigs  were  trying  their  speed  and 
pulling  away  for  exercise,  and  in  another  place  were  the  crews  of  the 
different  craft  trying  (borrowed)  larger  topsails,  &c,  others  scrubbing 
and  preparing  boats  for  the  rowing  matches,  and  every  one  full  of  life 
and  activity,  as  busy  as  a  nameless  gent,  ip  a  gale  of  wind. 

At  8  o'clock  a  gun  from  the  battery  gave  the  signal  *'  up  flags,'^  and 
in  an  instant  the  Wyvern  flag-ship,  and  the  gunboat,  were  covered  with 
bunting,  and  gave  not  a  little  animation  to  the  scene.  How  wei)  the 
antique  old  town  appears  on  a  regatta  day, — the  union  jack  flying  on  the 
Eagle  tower,  and  the  ensign  of  the  R.  W.Y.C.  in  the  centre  of  the  tcwn 
walls,  and  all  the  shipping  in  the  river  diessed  out  as  well  as  their  sto^ 
of  flags  allowed. 


y 
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About  10  o^clock  the  breeze  still  freshening,  giving  promise  of  plenty 
of  wind,  the  sailing  boats  took  in  reefs  of  their  different  sails,  as  one  old 
*'  weather-wise'*  observed,  "  they  should  have  more  than  they  oould  eat 
before  mid-day." 

At  1 1  o'clock  the  Rear-Commodore  entered  his  gig  under  a  salute  of 
seven  guns,  the  band  playing  "  Oh,  dear,  what  can  the  matter  be?**  &c. 
and  now  the  business  of  the  day  began  in  earnest.  By  this  time,  the 
whole  line  of  wall  fronting  the  straits,  the  piers,  and  Coed  Helen  shores 
were  teeming  with  anxious  spectators,  whilst  the  grand  stand  on  the 
club-honse  serving  as  a  centre  piece  was  literally  covered  with  all  the 
belles  of  the  county,  and  such  beautiful  figure-heads  some  of  them  had, 
it  was  a  grand  sight  and  one  not  easily  forgotten,  and  many  were  the 
remarks  passed  on  the  **  dear  Welsh  beauties,"— God  bless  them. 

Having  drawn  for  stations  we  fought  our  way  through  a  swarm  of 
boats  of  every  description,  skiing  boats  of  all  sizes,  man-of-war's  gigs 
with  their  sturdy  crews  of  British  tars,  rowing  boats,  punts,  skiffs,  and  in 
fact  anything  that  would  float  were  pulling  and  jostling  one  across  the 
other,  that  the  boat  hook  made  itself  generally  useful  in  warding  off 
their  attacks,  as  we  made  over  to  our  craft  off  the  club-house. 

Owing  to  the  non-entry  of  sufficient  yachts  the  Prince  of  Wales*  cup 
was  not  run  for,  and  the  North  Star  unfortunately  found  no  competitor. 
This  prize  of  the  value  of  fifty  guineas  is  a  handsome  and  massive  tea- 
kettle, on  a  stand,  by  Dismore,  of  Bold  ^Street,  Liverpool,  well  combin- 
ing the  ornamental  with  the  useful,  and  which  we  hope  will  be  well 
competed  for  next  year. 

The  next  prize  was  the  Royal  Welsh  Club  cup,  a  beautifiil  and  chaste 
silver  salver,  (value  20  guineas,)  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne»  making 
a  handsome  souvenir,  if  only  for  its  antiqueness. 

The  following  yachts  took  their  stations:— 


Numbered  <u  in  Hunts  Yacht  List  for  1868. 

He  1               TaebfsNunas 

Rig 

Ton 

Owners 

)56  Circe 

cutter 
schooner 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

14 
15 

ts 

13 

5 

15 

Rear 'Com.  Turner 

907  Starling. 

J.  G.  GrlflElth,  Esq. 

564  Lapwing 

Capt  Hirste,  £sq. 

856  Scud. 

Capt.  T.  A.  Iremonger 

IDwarf 

J.Williams,  Fsq. 

64d'Minona 

G.  T.  P.  Jones,  Esq. 

1 

Hearing  that  a  heavy  sea  was  running  on  the  bar,  the  usual  course 
was  not  given,  id  esty  Round  a  flag-ship  in  the  bay.  But  the  course 
this  year  was  much  shortened,  viz.  round  the  chequer  buoy,  about  a  mile 
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from  thfl  eDtranee  to  the  straits,  thence  round  a  flag-boat  off  Pias  Brero- 
ton,  finishing  inside  the  flag-ship. 

At  I2h.  7m,  409 ,  the  signal  gan  **8lip  and  away,*'  was  given  and  simulta- 
neously ofi*  started  Ibe  pack  one  after  the  other;  it  was  an  exciting  race, 
being  restricted  to  the  R.W.T.  Club  yachts. 

The  Circe  beautifully  took  the  lead,  followed  closely  by  the  Scud:  off,  ofi^ 
they  sped,  bending  low  to  the  breeze  as  if  gracefully  acknowledging  its 
superior  strength,  with  their  whole  sails  set,  parting  the  waters  on  each  side, 
and  skimming  along  against  a  strong  tide. 

What  a  cheering  sight  to  see  those  slight  fkbrics  carrying  such  a  load  ci 
canvas  in  such  a  breeze,  however  in  the  Gap,  down  came  the  Scud's  topsail, 
fearing  to  trust  her  topmast  out  of  shelter  of  the  land,  the  others  went  crack- 
ing  along  straining  every  spar,  and  dashing  the  spray  about  in  clouds. 

Wlien  off  the  Perch  Beacon  the  Circe*s  sailing  seemed  very  much  impaired, 
every  squall  literally  sending  her  on  her  beam  ends.  When  on  going  below 
she  was  found  to  have  a  large  quantity  of  water  in  her,  in  fact  it  waa  knee 
deep  in  her  cabin,  owing  to  the  carelessness  of  the  men,  the  head  of  the  pump 
pipe  had  not  been  screwed  on,  it  being  on  the  starboard  side  and  she  on  the 
port  tack,  and  leaning  over  her  gunwale  in  the  water,  it  must  have  been 
pouring  in  for  some  time,  and  to  crown  the  whole  snap  went  a  link  of  her 
bobstay,  and  up  came  her  jib  flapping  in  the  wind,  and  in  his  fright  the  boy 
dropped  the  pump  handle  overboard,  and  then  of  course  she  had  no  chance, 
but  still  gallantly  kept  on  notwithstanding  her  mishap. 

Immediately  afterwards  the  Scud  came  dashing  along  and  soon  overhauled 
her,  followed  by  the  Lapwing,  the  latter  craft  either  afraid  of  filling  (beiug 
half  open  deck,)  or  something  or  other,  kept  luflBng  up  along  the  South  Bank 
quite  out  of  her  course,  completely  buried  in  sprays  with  her  main  sheet  far 
from  home,  however  no  doubt  prudence  dictated  the  act,  for  when  opposite 
the  mark  made  right  away  for  it,  and  ran  a  near  chance  of  a  collision  with 
the  Scud  which  had  just  rounded  the  buoy,  and  came  rushing  aiong  like  a 
racehore,  before  the  wind,  had  it  been  a  quarter  of  a  minute  later  both  ves- 
sels would  have  been  in  splinters,  as  it  was  the  Lapwing  kept  awaj,  and 
owing  to  her  main  sheets  being  ^' from  home*  on  bringing  her  head  to  wind 
in  rounding  the  buoy,  she  would  not  stay,  and  off  she  went  to  leeward,  and 
was  passed  by  the  Circe,  Starling,  Minona,  and  Dwarf  in  rotation. 

The  race  was  now  between  the  five  remaining  vessels,  away  they  sped, 
running  free  with  the  tide,  all  excellently  handled,  and  passed  the  flsg-ship 
on  their  way  to  Plas  Brereton  as  follows: — 


Send... 
Circe... 


h.  ro.  s. 
I  14  40 
1     19    40 


h.    m.    s. 

Starling. 1     19    47 

Minona 1     23    40 


After  rounding  the  flag -boat  off  Plas  Brereton  it  was  tacking  work  again, 
and  now  was  the  time  for  their  skill  or  never,  here  Circe  had  no  chance  on 
the  wind,  owing  to  her  accidents  aforenamed,  and  was  soon  overhauled  by 
them  all. 
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The  Scud  here  ran  her  howsprit  into  the  Starting*8  mainBail,  and  on  getting 
clear  was  passed  by  the  latter  craft  and  Minona.  Along  they  came  against 
a  strong  tide  each  taking  advantage  of  every  little  eddy. 

Minona  in  two  or  three  tacks  got  ahead  of  the  Starli5g,  and  now  though 
last  at  starting  was  ahead  of  thecn  all,  they  rounded  the  flag-ship  as  follows:^-* 
Minona,  Starling,  Scud.     Circe  and  Lapwing  here  gave  up  the  contest. 

Away  they  went  again  and  kept  their  several  stations  round  the  Plas 
Brereton  flag-boat,  and  up,  when  off  the  pier,  (the  tide  still  strong  against 
them,)  the  Starling  was  close  upon  the  heels  of  Minona,  and  working  her 
way  well  op,  when  the  tatter  craft  made  a  beautiiiil  short  tack  out  of  the 
tide,  into  the  eddy  caused  by  the  sand  bank  off  the  club-house,  and  before 
any  one  was  aware  of  her  mauGeuvres*  flew  right  under  the  stern  of  the  flag- 
ship af\d  round  her  bows.  Amid  the  cheers  of  the  multitudei  (the  band 
playing  **  Conquering  Hero,'*)  the  gun  from  the  flag-ship  proclaimed  that  the 
cup  was  her  own.    The  time  of  rounding  was  as  follows: — 

h.    m.    s.  I                         h.    m.    s.  I  h.    m.    s. 

Minona. 8    46    32  |  StarUog. 2    49      8  |  Scud 2    51      0 

The  next  race  was  for  flrst  class  sailing  boats,  for  a  prize  of  ten  sovereigns. 
The  following  boats  started: — Rover,  (Llandudno,)  schooner,  Mr.  H.  Jones; 
Mary,  (Bangor,)  schooner,  Mr.  M.  Thomas;  Rover,  (Beaumaris,)  schooneri 
Mr.  H.  Hughes. 

Their  course  was  round  a  schooner  off  Forth -lleidiog  and  back,  thence 
round  the  Deadman  off  the  club-house,  and  again  round  the  schooner  finish- 
ing inside  the  Deadman.  This  was  a  smart  race,  and  all  the  boats  were  well 
handled,  particularly  the  Rover  of  Beaumaris,  which  was  manned  by  four 
strong  fellows  acting  as  shifting  ballast,  as  well  as  attending  the  sails.  They 
came  in  as  follows — Rover  of  Beaumaris  first,  Mary  second,  and  Rover  of 
Llandudno  third. 

The  next  race  was  for  the  second  class  sailing  boats,  for  a  purse  of  five 
sovereigns.  The  entries  were,  Menai,  Bangor,  Mr.  R.  Williams ;  Nereid, 
Carnarvon,  Mr.  W.  Griffith ;  and  Mary,  Carnarvon,  Mr.  G.  Williams. 

These  boats  were  also  admirably  handled  and  had  the  same  course  as  the 
first  class.  The  Mary  led,  followed  by  Neried,  and  Menai  last :  when  off 
Portb-lleidiog  a  squall  struck  them,  and  nearly  capsized  the  Menai,  the  water 
rushing  into  her  set  everything  swimming ;  and  the  Nereid  in  bringing  her 
head  to  wind  broke  her  tiller,  and  was  "booked,"  as  they  say— but  not  to 
win.    They  came  in  as  follows — Mary  first,  Menai  second,  and  Nereid  third. 

The  next  was  a  rowing  race  by  amateurs,  for  a  handsome  and  massive 
silver  tankard  of  the  value  o1  fifteen  guineas.  This  race  was  the  most  inter- 
esting for  the  townsfolk.  The  entries  were  the  Gazelle,  Carnarvon,  J.  T. 
Williams  (cox.)  ;  Clutha,  Liverpool,  J.  H.  Taylor  (cox.)  ;  and  Lady  Louisa^ 
Carnarvon,  J.  Jones  (cox.)  The  course  was  round  a  flag-boat  on  the  Angle- 
sey side.  This  race  was  won  by  the  Clutha,  beating  the  other  boats  a  long 
distance. 

The  nest  was  for  the  Juvenile  Amateurs'  purse  of  four  sovereigns,  but  ow- 
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ing  to  the  non-muster  of  sufficient  boats,  there  was  no  start,  to  the  do  small 
disappointment  of  these  juvenile  aflpirants  to  aquatic  fame. 

The  next  race  on  the  programme  was  the  Carnarvon  watermen's  parse  of 
seven  sovereigns.  The  entries  were  the  Greaves,  Mermaid,  Nautilus,  and 
Snowden  View.  The  Greaves  won,  followed  by  Snowdon  View,  and  Mer- 
maid. 

The  next  was  the  castle  purse  of  eight  sovereigns.  The  following  boete 
started: — Liadj  Louisa  and  the  Llewelyn  Turner.  These  boats  were  built 
expressly  for  this  race,  and  were  well  rowed,  the  Llewelyn  Turner  beating 
Lady  Louisa  some  distance. 

After  this  followed  Punt  Races,  Sculler*8  Races,  and'  other  amusements, 
concluding  with  that  amusing  spectacle  a  duck  hunt.  The  duck  unfortu- 
nately had  only  one  leg,  but  swam  and  dived  admirably  under  the  pursuing 
boat  of  the  hunter.  They  played  in  the  water  for  some  time  to  the  great 
amusement  of  the  spectators. 

As  the  band  played  "  God  Save  the  Queen,*'  the  rain  which  had  been 
threatening  all  day  now  descended  in  heavy  showers,  and  continued  so  all 
the  evening  to  the  great  injury  of  the  feU  that  was  to  take  plaee  at  seven 
o'clock  in  the  castle  grounds,  including  a  balloon  ascent,  concert,  fireworks, 
etc.,  which  were  postponed  until  the  following  evening. 
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Thb  Ordinary  took  place  at  the  Mackworth  Arms,  and  was  a  first-rate  spread, 
the  wines  toj  were  unexceptionable. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  present :— Messrs.  S.  Benson,  in  the  chair ; 
E.  M.  Richards,  vice-chairman ;  W.  H.  Francis.  U.  W.  Williams  (Cambrian), 
W.  D.  Pegg,  H.  Barnes,  G.  B.  Haynes,  J.  Johnson  (yacht  Amazon) ;  J.  C 
Atkins  (Vigilant),  H.  T.  Arnold;  the  Messrs.  Letcher,  Llanelly;  S.  Padley,  jun.; 
John  Lewis,  (Cambrian,  hon.  secretary  of  regatta),  B.  R.  Hennessey,  J.  W. 
Eveleigh,  M.  J.  Rothschild,  Isaac  Jacobs,  John  Williams,  James  James,  Jarres 
Richardson,  J.Viner,  P.  Pitman,  John  Oakshot,  Fenton,  George  Thomas  (Fairy) 
J.  H.  Jenkins,  &c.,  &c. 

The  doth  been  removed,  the  Chairman  gave  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  which 
were  drank  with  becoming  loyalty. 

The  Chairman  then  gave  the  Army  and  Navy,  conpling  therewith  the  name 
of  Lieut.  James.  The  navy  fortunately  was  not  engaged  in  hostilities  at  the 
present  moment,  but  the  army  were  fnlly  occupied  and  proved  by  their  valorous 
deeds  they  had  lost  nothing  of  that  heroism  which  characterised  them  in  t^ 
Crimea.  In  proposing  this  toast,  he  was  sure  he  only  echoed  all  their  sentiments 
when  he  said  he  hoped  that  the  war  in  which  they  were  now  engaged  would 
soon  be  brought  to  a  happy  and  successful  termination.    (Cheers ) 

Lieut.  James,  in  responding  on  behalf  of  the  toast,  said  that  fortunately 
neither  service  required  any  words  from  him  to  secure  a  hearty  response  from 
the  company.  Their  many  acts  of  valour  lately  witnessed  spoke  for  themsdves, 
and  it  would  be  a  matter  of  mere  rerbosity  did  he  make  any  farther  remarks. 
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He  WM  much  obliged  to  them  for  the  cordial  maimer  in  which  they  had  reoelTed 
the  toaet  and  his  name  in  connection  therewith.    (Cheers.) 

The  Churman  next  gave  them  the  health  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
conntj— C  R.  M.  Talbot,  Esq.,— a  gentleman  not  only  respected  in  life,  but  a 
liberal  patron  of  the  present  regatta  and  a  warm  suppoater  of  yacht  dnbe. 
MoreoTer,  he  was  the  owner  of  one  of  the  best  and  fiutest  yachts  in  the  county; 
and  he  (the  Chairman)  was  snre  his  name  would  be  well  received  by  the  pre- 
sent company.    (Cheers.) 

The  toast  haying  been  duly  honored. 

The  Vice  Chairman  proposed  the  health  of  the  Members  for  the  County:  at  a 
meeting  of  this  sort  remarked  Mr.  Richards,  politics  of  course  were  excluded; 
but  from  the  liberal  support  which  had  been  afforded  by  them  to  the  Swansea 
regatta,  he  was  sure  they  would  drink  the  toast  which  he  proposed  with  accla- 
mation. He  was  aware  from  personal  intercouse  with  the  members  of  the  county 
that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  have  been  present  that  night,  on  account  of 
thdr  Parliamentary  duties.  Mr.  Hussey  Tirian,  in  particular,  had  told  him  he 
was  very  sorry  he  should  not  be  able  to  attend  but  he  hoped  they  would  hare  a 
good  regatta.    Cheers.) 

The  toast  was  then  drank  with  three  times  three. 

The  Chairman  would  next  propose  to  them  the  name  of  a  gentleman  who 
he  was  sure  would  be  well  receiyed  by  alL  It  was  the  health  of  a  gentleman 
who  not  only  made  a  most  excellent  member  of  Parliament,  but  one  who  had 
presented  the  regatta  with  a  yery  handsome  cup,  which  had  been  ran  for  that 
day,  and  which  had  afforded  one  of  the  prettiest  and  most  exciting  races,  inas- 
much as,  with  a  run  nearly  forty  miles,  four  boats  came  in  at  the  winning  mark 
within  two  minutes  and  a  half  of  each  other.  He  gave  them  the  health  ofL. 
L.  Dillwyn,  Esq.,  member  for  the  borough. 

The  toast  was  drank  with  musical  honours  and  three  times  three. 

Mr.  S.  Padley  said  that  his  name  had  been  set  down  as  the  proposer  of  the 
next  toast,  and  he  tlierefore  had  great  pleasure  in  proposing  the  health  of  the 
winner  of  the  day— Mr.  Atkinson  of  the  Vigilant  (cheers.)  The  last  occasion 
which  he  (Mr.  P.)  obserred  Mr.  Atkins  present  at  a  regatta  dinner,  was  when 
he  was  not  the  winner  of  the  day,  but  he  stood  up  with  him  (Mr.  Padley)  to  re- 
turn thanks  for  the  toast  "the  losers  of  the  day."  To  him  that  was'nothing— 
he  was  well  used  to  it  (Laughter.)  But  he  hoped  the  mournfulness  of  that 
oecasion  (for  it  must  have  been  rather  awkward  and  unpleasant  to  Mr.  Atkins) 
was  now  effaced  by  the  pleasing  reflection  that  he  was  the  winner  of  to-day. 
(Cheers.)  He  now  proposed  to  them  the  "Winners  of  the  day,  coupled  therewith 
the  name  of  Mr.  Atkins,"  whom  he  sincerely  congratulated  on  his  success. 

The  toast  was  drank  most  cordially. 

Mr  Atkins  in  responding  to  the  toast,  remarked,  that  he  was  unable  to  giye 
expression  to  his  feelings  on  that  occasion.  When  he  came  to  S  w  ansea  this  time 
eyery  hand  was  held  out  to  meet  him  with  that  good  fellowship  and  cordiality 
which  he  hoped  eyer  to  shew  to  any  gentleman  with  whom  he  was  associated  ; 
and  he  could  assure  them  that  such  a  reception  had  giyen|  him  the  greatest 
pleasure.  With  respect  to  the  toast  which  was  now  proposed  and  so  cordially 
reoelred,  he  was  proud  to  haye  such  a  memorial  to  remember  his  second  visit 
to  Swansea— he  hoped  it  would  not  be  the  last,  for  he  should  always  feel  great 
pleasure  in  coming  to  support  the  Swansea  Regatta.  (Cheers.)  Mr.  Padley 
»o.  9.— VOL.  VII.  3  D 
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had  referred  to  him  as  being  present  at  the  Tenby  Regatta.  He  must  saj  tbat 
he  feltaHttle  annoyed  on  that  occasion,  because  he  had  drawn  the  pocitkm 
of  the  second  boat  to  the  windward,  bnt  he  had  been  pkoed  the  fiirthest  to  the 
leeward  ;  and  any  body  who  knew  anything  about  yachting  knew  that  that 
made  a  great  deal  of  difference  in  the  race.  The  effect  of  being  placed  hi  this 
position  was,  that  the  other  boats  soon  passed  him.  Howerer,  in  such  eases  be 
supposed  he  must  take  a  lesson  from  Mr.  Padley,  and  if  he  should  eyer  suffer 
again,  not  to  feel  much  disappointed  thereat  (Hear,  Hear.)  He  felt  exceed* 
ingly  obliged  to  them  for  the  honour  they  done  him  in  drinking  his  health  in 
connection  with  the  winners  of  the  day.    (Cheers.) 

The  Chairman  remarked  that  Mr.  Padley,  In  proposing  the  toast  of  the  winners 
of  the  day,  had  forgotten  to  mention  the  name  of  another  gentleman  present  who 
had  been  a  successful  competitor.  He  (the  chairman)  had  heard  it  remarked 
that  **sman  fish  are  sweet,"  and  although  the  prize  was  small  which  Mr.  Thomas 
had  won  that  day,  yet  he  hoped  he  would  not  be  discouraged.  The  "Fairy"  was 
a  very  pretty  yacht,  and  had  sailed  remarkably  welL    (Cheers.) 

Mr.  George  Thomas,  in  responding,  thanked  the  company  most  nnoerely  for 
the  kind  manner  in  which  his  health  had  been  proposed  and  drank,  and  also  for 
the  kind  reception  he  had  met  with  in  Swansea.  He  trusted  that  their  Begatta 
would  still  go  on  and  prosper,  and  that  at  no  Tery  distant  day  they  would  estab- 
lish in  connection  with  this  rising  port  a  South  Wales  Yacht  Onb.    (Cheers.) 

The  Vice-chairman  proposed  the  next  toast,  which  was  *^he  health  of  the 
Stewards  of  the  Swansea  Begatta,"  coupling  therewith  the  name  of  Mr.  Benaon. 
(Cheers.)  They  all  knew  that  whoerer  was  absent  from  their  regattas,  Mr. 
Benson  was  sure  to  be  present,  (hear,  hear,)  whenerer  the  serrice  of  any  gen- 
tleman were  required  in  Swansea,  either  for  a  regatta  or  any  other  object  which 
was  for  the  benefit  and  adrantage  of  the  town  or  port,  Mr.  Benson  was  always 
ready  and  willing  to  extend  his  aid  and  co-operation.  (Cheers.)  Ob  the  present 
occasion,  circumstances,  had  depriTed  Mr.  Benson  of  the  serrioes  of  his  brother 
stewards,  but  the  character  of  the  Swansea  regatta  had  been  frilly  maintained 
by  theur  chairman.  He  hoped  the  day  was  rery  distant  indeed  when  anything 
should  happen  which  would  prerent  them  from  haying  Mr.  Benson  amongst 
them  as  one  of  the  stewards  of  the  regatta.  He  was  about  to  remoye  from  the 
town,  but  he  was  glad  that  he  was  not  gohig  so  fai^  that  they  could  not  daim 
him  as  steward  for  the  fritore  regattas.    (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Benson,  in  responding  to  the  toast,  said,  that  he  stood  alone  upoa  that 
occasion,  but  it  was  not  fropi  want  of  interest  in  the  regatta  on  the  part  of  his 
brother  stewards,  but  because  almost  all  of  them  were  detained  in  London  upon 
Parliamentary  duties.  The  difficulties  which  the  committee  had  to  decide 
between,  with  respect  to  fixing  the  days  of  the  regatta,  were  either  to  be  with- 
out the  presence  of  those  gentlemen  who  usually  supported  them,  or  to  be 
without  good  boats.  Their  object  was  of  course,  to  get  a  good  class  of  yachts 
here,  and  they  therefore  selected  a  day  between  that  fixed  fbr  the  lOlfbrd  and 
Cork  Begattas ;  and,  under  these  circumstances,  the  owners  of  the  yachts  who 
were  present  must  put  up  with  any  little  inconyeniencies.  Swansea  was  differ- 
ently situated  to  many  other  phices  where  regattas  were  held,  and  whieh  were 
mostly  places  of  pleasure,  whereas  Swansea  was  a  large  commercial  port,  and 
surrounded  by  hills—the  inhabitants  firom  the  neighbourhood  of  which  had  not 
fbeked  into  the  port  in  so  large  numbers  as  on  some  former  oooasiona.  Swanssfti 
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hQ  veTer,  wu  rapidly  increasing  its  popoUtion,  and  he  beliered  that  they  would 
also  increaae  the  ralue  of  the  prizes  offered  for  competition  so  far  as  to  secure  a 
atili  better  class  of  boats.  He  hoped  that  they  would  again  see  those  owners  cf 
yachts  who  had  honoured  them  with  their  presence  this  year,  and  that  they 
woold  also  induce  their  friends  to  paj  Swansea  a  Tisit  on  a  fiiture  occasion. 
(Cheers.) 

The  Chairman  next  gare  them  *<the  health  of  the  lowers  of  the  day,"  coupling 
with  the  toast  the  name  of  Mr.  Johnson,  owner  of  the  yacht  Amazon.  The 
Chairman  remarked  that  the  wind  had  been  so  baffling  throughout  the  day 
that  it  was  no  disgrace  to  any  man  if  he  had  not  won.  At  present  he  could  not 
say  whether  Mr.  Johnson  was  a  winner  or  not— that  most  be  left  to  the  decision 
of  the  proper  tribunal— but  of  this,  he  was  sure  that  the  Amazon  was  a  splendid 
boat,  and  generally  admired. 

Mr*  Johnson  responded  on  behalf  of  the  unsuccessful  candidates.  He  was 
glad  that  the  chairman  had  been  kind  enough  to  say  that  he  could  not  tell 
whether  he  (Mr.  J«)  was  a  winner  that  day  or  not,  and  that  the  decision  must 
be  left  to  be  settled  elsewhere.  He  could  assure  them  that  in  whatever  colours 
he  came  off  with  on  the  present  occasion — whether  he -was  declared  the  winner 
or  the  loser— his  visit  to  Swansea  bad  afforded  him  the  greatest  pleasure,  and 
one  which  he  should  never  regret.  With  respect  to  the  owner  of  the.Vigilant, 
if  eTer  a  man  deserved  a  cup,  certainly  Mr.  Atkins  did,  for  he  had  never  seen  a 
race  run  more  fairly  or  honestly  in  his  life.  (Cheera)  He  again  assured  them 
he  Mi  the  compliment  which  had  been  paid  him,  and  hoped  to  meet  them  again 
on  another  occasion.    (Cheers ) 

Mr,  Oakshot,  with  the  permission  of  the  chairman,  would  propose  the  next 
toast,  viz.,  the  health  of  the  Treasurer  and   Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Regatta, 
(Cheers.)    The  one  gentleman  took  care  of  the  money  when  it  was  collected, 
and  the  other  gentleman  takes  good  care  to  collect  it.    (Cheers )    1  o  both  gen- 
tlemen they  were  therefore  greatly  indebted,  but  more  particularly  to  their  Hon- 
orary Secretary,  and  a  more  indefatigable  Secretary  was  never  to  be  found  in 
Swansea.  (Hear,  hear.)  Much  of  the  success  of  the  regatta,  therefore,  depended 
upon  him,  for  the  contributions  were  the  main  part  of  their  prosperity,  and  but 
fi>r  them  they  would  not  have  seen  such  a  capital  class  of  boats  amongst  them 
on  this  ocasion.    Their  Secretary,  as  he  had  before  remarked,  had  been  most 
indefktlgable,  and  had  collected  more  subscriptions  this  year  than  bad  ever  been 
rtUted  before.  (Cheers.)  He,  therefore,  gave  them  the  health  of  their  Treasurer, 
Mr.  George  Young,  and  the  health  of  their  Secretary,  Mr.  Jolin  T^wis.  (Cheers.) 
Hie  toast  having  been  drunk  with  three  times  three  and  one  cheer  more, 
Mr.  John  Lewis,  in  responding  to  the  toast,  said,  that  ho  was  sorry  that  a 
severe  cold  had  almost  deprived  him  of  his  voice,  but,  husky  as  he  was,  he  was 
not  insensible  to  the  kind  manner  in  which  the  company  had  been  pleased  to 
respond  to  the  toast,  or  to  the  flattering  way  in  which  Mr.  Oakshot  had  intrc- 
doped  his  name.    He  could  assure  them,  from  the  little  experience  which  he  had 
had,  that  events  of  the  magnitude  such  has  regattas  had  now  attained,  were  not 
to  be  carried  out  simply  by  the  exertions  of  one  individual— the  elements  of 
soooess  were  the  influential  patronage  extended  to  them,  the  cordial  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Committee,  and  the  liberal  contributions  with  which  the  promoters 
of  the  r^atta  came  forward.    Since  he  held  the  office  of  Honorary  Secretary, 
he  had  received  the  ready  co-operation  of  all  parties;  and  so  long  as  he  received 
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nich  co-operation  and  support,  so  long  they  may  command  hU  humble  aerrte*. 
He  again  thanked  them  sincerely  tor  the  honour  they  had  done  him.  (Cheen.) 

Mr.  James  Richardson  rose  to  propose  the  next  toast— the  health  of  a  body 
of  gentlemen  well-known  in  the  town,  as  watching  not  only  otot  their  interests, 
hat  their  pleasures  as  a  community.  They  were  honoured  that  night  with  the 
presence  of  the  chairman  of  that  body,  whilst  the  yice-president  was  one  of  the 
most  actire  and  energetic  members  of  the  same.  (Cheers.)  He  had  great 
pleasure  in  proposing  the  health  of  the  Harbour  Trustees,  both  in  tbefar  indi?i- 
dnal  and  collective  capacities.  (Cheers.)  Tliey  were  largely  indebted  to  tl» 
Harbour  Trust  for  a  great  portion  of  the  sports  of  the  regatta,  for  they  had  this 
year  most  liberally  doubled  their  contribution  of  former  years.    (Cheers.) 

The  Chairman  returned  thanks  on  behalf  of  the  Harbour  Trust.  He  remarked 
that  he  did  not  know  that  the  Harbour  Trustees  could  take  much  credit  on 
themselTes  for  contributing  towards  the  Kegatta,  because  they  were  greatly 
interested  therein.  It  was  to  the  interest  of  the  port  that  they  should  have  a 
good  class  of  pilot  boats,  and  the  contributions  of  the  Trust  were  entirely  ooDr- 
fined  to  tho  pilots.  'J'he  race  of  the  pilot  boats  had  been  arery  pretty  sight, 
and  would  doubtless  do  much  good  in  indudng  the  pilots  to  get  better  boats. 
With  respect  to  the  Harbour  Trustees,  they  all  looked  forward  to  improving  tha 
port.  What  they  wanted  was  more  railways  in  oonnectiou  therewith,  and  with 
the  increased  depth  of  water  they  were  now  acquiring,  trade  must  improve. 
(Cheers.)  He  could  only  hope  it  would  improve  in  the  same  proportion  as  it 
had  done  during  the  past  ten  years.    (Cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  Lewis  said  he  had  heard  some  expressions  of  regret  that  the  pilot  boats 
should  have  gone  round  the  marks  a  second  time  that  day.  He  wished  testate 
publicly  that  the  reason  for  such  was,  in  deference  to  the  pilots  expressed  wish 
on  the  previous  evening.  W  hen  drawing  lots  for  their  positions,  they  said  if 
there  was  a  breeze,  they  should  like  to  go  round  twice,  the  same  as  the  yachts, 
and  permission  was  granted  them.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Hr.  F.  i'itman  proposed  the  next  toast,  and  although  rather  late,  it  was  by 
no  means  the  least  of  the  evening.  He  gave  them  **prosperity  to  the  town  and 
trade  of  Swansea.*'  (Loud  dieers.)  Each  gentleman  who  had  addressed  them 
had  spoken  in  reference  to  a  particular  interest,  but  were  it  not  for  the  town  and 
trade  of  Swansea,  there  would  be  no  regatta— no  Harbour  Trust.  (Cheers.) 
During  the  short  time  which  he  had  been  in  the  town— about  four  years— he 
had  seen  the  trade  of  the  town  progress  most  rapidly,  and  he  would  say  thai 
whatever  emulations  there  were  in  trade,  there  was  nothing  like  a  sprit  of  jea- 
lousy evinced  towards  any  gentleman  who  came  here  with  the  laudable  endeavour 
to  improve  his  capital  He  had  seen  men  come  from  north,  east,  south  and  west, 
and  never  had  any  jealousy  been  manifested  towards  them.  (Cheers.)  He  was 
glad  to  see  the  vast  improvements  being  made  in  their  port  and  harbour^  and 
when  completed  their  port  would  vie  with  the  first  in  the  kingdom.  In  propos- 
ing the  toast  ''prosperity  to  the  town  and  trade  of  Swansea,"  he  hoped  that  every 
tradesinan  would  still  emulate  each  other  in  that  friendly  spirit  which  had 
always  characterised  them.  He  would  couple  with  the  toast  the  name  of  Mr. 
H.T.  Arnold.    (Hear  hear.) 

Mr.  Arnold  said  that  he  had  been  called  upon  quite  unexpected^  to  zetum 
thanks,  but  he  did  so  most  sincerely,  and  hoped  they  would  have  many  similar 
meetings. 
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Tht  chairman  next  gare  tliem  the  health  of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  re- 
markiog  that  he  regretted  that  the  Mayor  was  not  present  He  coupled  with 
the  toast  the  name  of  Mr.  John  Oakshot,  the  ex-mayor.    (Cheers.) 

Mr.  John  Oaksfaot  remarked  that  in  rising  to  return  thanks  upon  the  present 
oocasion,  he  must  express  his  regret  that  the  mayor  was  not  in  the  place.  (Hear, 
hear.)  He  was  sorry  indeed  that  he  had  not  acted  throughout  in  this  RegatU, 
and  it  was  a  matter  of  sincere  regret  that  he  did  not  see  him  present  on  that 
ooeasion.  Howerer,  erery  man  had  a  perfect  right  to  have  his  own  opinion 
upon  any  subject;  doubtless  the  Mayor  had  his  ot>jection8,  and  he  (Mr.  O.)  could 
give  him  erery  credit  for  smcerity  of  those  objections.  He,  (Mr.  O.)  had  ever 
thought  that  they  should 'support  meetings  of  this  sort,  and  he  had  now  attended 
at  some  sacrifice  to  himself,  but  did  so  because  he  thought  it  was  due  to  those 
gentlemen  who  came  amongst  them  at  regatta  times.  On  behalf  of  the  Corpo- 
ation,  with  which  body  he  had  now  been  associated  many  years,  he  begged  to 
thank  them,  and  he  was  sure  that  body  would  always  do  everything  in  their 
power  for  the  general  interest  of  the  town.    (Cheers.) 

The  Chairman  then  briefly  proposed  success  to  the  Copper  Trade,  coupling 
therewith  the  name  of  Evan  M.  Richards,  Esq.    (Loud  Cheers.) 

The  toast  was  responded  to  by  Mr.  Richards,  who  however  remarked  that 
unfortunately  he  was  not  in  any  way  connected  with  the  copper  trade— he  wished 
he  was. 

Mr.  James  Richardson  proposed  the  next  toast,  remarking  that  amongst  all 
the  interests  which  had  been  alluded  to  that  evening  there  was  none  stood  more 
prominently  forward  than  the  shipping  interest— to  this  they  as  a  conmiunity 
were  mainly  indebted  for  the  degree  of  prosperity  which  they  now  enjoyed,  for 
without  the  shipping  they  could  do  nothing,  (Cheers.)  The  shipping  Interest 
required  the  skill  of  every  artizan  in  the  place,  and  contributed  to  the  success 
of  every  tradesman.  If  the  shipping  interest  decayed  every  other  trade  followed, 
and  therefore  all  must  be  benefitted  in  its  prosperity.  He  gave  them  "success  to 
the  shipping  trade"  coupling  with  the  toast  the  name  of  Mr.  Oakshot.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Oakshot  having  briefly  responded,  proposed  **the  health  of  the  ladies," 
which  was  suitably  acknowledged  by  Mr.  W.  Francis. 

Mr.  F.  Pitman  proposed,  in  most  appropriate  terms,  "the  health  of  their  worthy 
President.  (Cheers.)  Although  his  name  had  been  mentioned  during  the  even- 
ing in  connection  with  .other  toasts*  still  he  was  sure  one  and  all  would  drink  his 
health  as  president,  wishing  him  at  the  same  time  long  life  and  prosperity, 
(Loud  cheers.) 

The  toast  was  most  oordiaUy  received  and  briefly  responded  to,  after  which 
the  company  separated. 


MISTLEY  REGATTA,  (Essex.) 

The  regatta  at  this  place,  (July  15th),  was  a  most  successful  affair,  and  gave 
much  pleasure  to  a  numerous  company,  who  arrived  by  railway,  steamer  and 
craft  of  every  description,  llie  arrangements  for  the  various  matches  were 
of  the  first  order,  under  the  management  of  Messrs.  Baxter,  Scopes,  ToveU, 
Webb,  Johnson,  Sutherland,  and  Mauldon. 
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The  sports  commenced  at  12h.  45m.  with  the  three  sailing  matchea,  whi^ 
were  started  simultaneously,  and  afforded  a  very  pretty  spectacle,  as  yachts, 
smacks,  and  open  hoats  rapidly  spread  their  canvas,  and  went  away  under 
the  influence  of  a  fresh  hreeze  from  the  south-east.  The  couise  for  all  the 
classes  was  from  the  Coke  Qusy,  Mistley,  to  the  mark-vessel  off  Wrahueas 
Point,  a  distance  often  miles  out  and  in,  to  be  suled  twice  over. 

For  the  first  race  a  purse  often  sovereigns,  for  yachts  not  exceeding  8  tons. 
The  following  entered : — 

Nwabertd  at  in  HwaCm  Vnwtrsal  Yacht  List/or  1S58. 


No 

YaehU*  Namct 

Rig 

Ton 

Owoon 

981 

Veritas 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

7 
4 
8 
7 
6 

J.  W.  Baxter,  Esq. 

J.TovelUEsq 

J.J.  l^ttitt,E8q.. 

E.  Stammer*.  Em r ,- 

Reindeer 

s 

Albatross 

Rifleman  •t........t.tr.rr't.... 

Sam  Sly 

—  Cross,  Esq« 

The  Albatross  started  with  the  lead,  followed  by  Veiitas,  and  Reindeer, 
but  the  Rifleman  soon  pushed  into  second  place,  and  battled  well  with  the 
leading  vessel,  and  on  the  completion  of  the  first  round  she  was  only  half-a- 
minute  astern  of  the  Albatross,  and  in  going  out  the  second  round  appeared 
to  have  the  best  of  it,  but  they  finished  thus : — 

h.    m.    s.  I  h.    m.    §• 

Albatross... 2    15      o  }  Veritas.^ 8    35     0 

Rifleman 2.    17    15  |  Reindeer 3    38    80 

The  Rifleman  was  entitled  to  Im.  for  difference  of  tonnage,  which  brought 
her  within  Im.  15s.  of  the  Albatross,  and  a  doubt  existing  respecting  the 
actual  tonnage  of  the  latter,  the  prize  was  withheld.  Since  the  match  it  has 
been  proved  the  Albatross  exceeds  the  8  tons,  consequently  the  prize  is  given 
to  the  Rifleman. 

The  prize  oi  four  sovereigns  for  undecked  sailing  boats,  which  the  Oscar^ 
(Groom),  won,  beating  the  Amanda,  Fairy,  and  Priam. 

For  the  smacks  a  prize  of  four  sovereigns  was  given,  which  was  won  by  the 
^  Zingari  (Tovell)  beating  Joseph  and  Victory. 

Several  rowing  matches  and  dock  hunt  closed  a  very  happy  meeting. 


PAGLESHAM  REGATTA. 

Om  June  80,  an  aquatic /jfe  was  held  on  the  river  Crouch,  Burnham,  Essex, 
under  the  management  of  A.  Arcedeckne,  Esq.,  Commodore  of  the  Royal 
Jiondon  Yacht  Club,  whose  yacht  the  Gnome  was  the  flag-vessel  on  the  oc- 
casion. Upwards  of  2,000  persons  assembled,  the  weather  beitig  delightful; 
a  number  of  the  metropolitan  yachts  also  attended,  and  the  whole  scene  wia 
one  of  brilliancy  and  pleasure. 

The  first  match  was  for  a  quart  silver  goblet  for  first  yacht,  and  a  pint  lil- 
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▼er  ditto  for  second  yacbt     Half-a-minute  per  ton  for  difPereDce  of  tonnage. 

The  following  entered — Britannia,  15  tons,  Mr.  Patroore;  Waterwitch,  13 
tons,  Mr.  Browning ;  Rosalind,  1 1  tons,  Mr.  F.  Wiseman ;  Don  Jaan,  1 1  tons, 
Mr.  J.  Wiseman. 

At  llh.  lOm.  they  started,  the  Don  Juan  taking  the  lead,  hard  pressed  by 
Rosalind  who  succeeded  in  passing  before  finishing  first  round,  which  place 
she  retained  to  the  end,  winning  first  prize.  Britannia  also  bustled  past  the 
Dove,  but  having  to  allow  time,  the  latter  received  second  prize.  Water- 
witch  gave  up  disabled.    Distance  of  course  twenty  miles. 

The  next  race  for  a  quart  silver  tankard  and  sugar  basin,  and  a  suit  of 
flags  for  second  prize.    Distance  and  time  as  before. 

The  following  started— Coquette,  1 1  tons,  Mr.  F.  Wiseman ;  John  and 
Stephen,  11  tons,  Mr.  J.  Allen;  Eclipse,  11  tons,  Mr.  J.  Wiseman;  Eliza, 
10  tons,  Mr.  F.  Wiseman  ;  Thetis,  11  tons,  Rev.  Mr.  Smythe ;  and  Nautilus 
7  tons,  Mr.  G.  F.  browning. 

Nautilus  started  with  the  lead,  and  altho*  hard  pressed  by  Coquette  she 
gallantly  held  her  way  for  some  time ;  but  the  power  of  latter  landed  her  the 
winner. 

The  third  race  was  for  a  purse  of  money,  under  the  same  regulations  as 
the  other  races.  The  followimg  entered: — Tartar,  10  tons,  Mr.  J.  Wiseman; 
Two  Sisters,  10  tons,  Mr.  Woolfe;  Three  Sisters,  10  tons,  Mrs.  Wiseman ; 
Amiable,  8  tons,  Mr.  F.  Wiseman  ;  Ada,  1 1  tons,  Mr.  Wendon. 

This  was  as  well  contested  as  the  prior  matches,  indeed  the  tactics  dis- 
played by  these  amateur  crews  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  "  nauticals*' 
present,  after  a  shaipish  brush  the  Ada  was  the  victor  with  plenty  of  time 
to  spare. 

A.  Arcedeckne,  Esq,  then  presented  the  prizes  to  the  successful  candidates, 
with  appropriate  speeches.  The  aquatic  sports  were  concluded  by  some 
rowing  matches  and  a  duck  hunt,  afler  which  a  ball  took  place  in  a  spacious 
marquee,  which  was  graced  with  the  attendance  of  a  large  number  of  the 
beautifbl  lasses  of  Essex,  and  dancing  was  kept  up  until  an  early  hour. 


YACHTING  ACCIDENTa 


Bttracfdhary  Reicu§,—Ai  Kingstown  Regatta,  on  the  21st.  ult,  a  small 
•ailing  boat,  belonging  to  Mr.  Henry  A.  Hamilton,  of  Balbriggan,  was  run 
down  by  a  large  fishing  smack  about  900  yards  firom  the  shore,  and  instantly 
sank.  Out  of  the  five  persons  on  board  Mr.  Hamilton's  boat,  two  succeeded 
in  getting  into  the  smack;  another  swam  till  picked  up  by  a  boat;  while  • 
lady's  life  was  almost  miraculously  saved  by  the  extraordinary  exertions  of 
Mr.  Hamilton.  She  was  precipitated  into  the  water  to  a  great  depth  by  the 
▼iolenoe  of  the  collision,  and  the  smack  actnally  passed  over  her.  Mr. 
Hamikoii  watched  were  she  went  down,  and,  though  a  very  bad  swinmier,  he 
immediately  dived  dpwn  till  he  reached  her,  and  with  difficulty  succeeded  in 
raiiiiig  her  to  the  surfiice  of  the  water.    He  then  swam  with  her  towards  the 
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shore  till  a  boat  pat  off  and  picked  both  up.  Being  desirous  of  showing  her 
gratitude  to  the  Almighty  for  this  merciful  pereserration  of  her  life,  she  has 
thought  th^t  she  could  not  do  so  in  a  more  appropaiate  manner  than  by  plac- 
ing at  the  diposal  the  of  National  Life  Boat  Society  the  sum  of  £300,  to  be 
employed  in  stationing  an  additional  life-boat  on  some  part  of  the  Irish  Cosat. 
Mr.  Hamilton,  who  is  the  nephew  of  the  member  for  Dublin  University,  has 
on  previous  occasions  been  instrumental  in  gallantly  saving  life  from  ship- 
wreck, and  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  founding  a  life-boat  establishment  in 
connection  with  the  Life  Boat  Society  at  Skerries,  near  Balbriggan. 

A  Yacht  CapHzed  and  Three  Idoet  Lost — Our  readers  may  remember  that 
about  a  month  ago  an  account  appeared  in  the  Newspapers  of  a  small  yacht 
having  been  capsized  off  the  Calf  of  Man.  It  was  ascertained  that  the  owner 
was  a  Mr.  Johnston,  who  formerly  resided  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Portaferry; 
but  who  hsd  for  many  years  been  a  resident  in  New  York,  where,  we  under- 
stand, he  created  an  independence  for  himself^  and  has  a  large  fiunily  of 
children  and  grandchildren.  Anxious  to  see  his  firiends  in  Ireland,  he  got  a 
small  yacht  of  about  ten  tons  built,  and  shipped  on  board  a  steamer  for  Liver- 
pool, his  intention  being  to  spend  the  summer  cruising  about  the  Irish  coast. 
On  his  arrival  at  Liverpool  he  had  the  yacht  masted  and  fitted  out,  and  about 
a  month  ago  he  sailed  for  Belfast,  having  a  man  and  a  boy  on  board.  Off  the 
Calf  of  Man  a  squall  struck  the  yacht,  and  capsized  her;  they  were  enabled 
to  clear  away  the  punt,  into  which  they  got,  and  succeeded  in  landing  on  the 
island.  A  steamer  from  Drogheda  to  Liverpool  fell  in  with  the  yacht,  and 
towed  her  in.  Mr.  Johnston,  heard  of  this,  went  to  Liverpool,  and  paid 
£15  salvage.  He  then  had  the  yacht  sgain  fitted  out,  and  sailed  for  BelfiMt, 
where  he  arrived  about  ten  days  ago;  he  had  her  entirely  refitted,  and  sailed 
at  two  o'clock  p.m.  on  Saturday  week  for  Portaferry,  intending  to  match  her 
in  the  regatta;  but  he  was  not  fated  to  reach  his  destination;  he  bad  with 
him  a  nephew  and  another  friend.  It  would  appear  that  when  a  few  miles 
beyond  Donsghadee,  they  either  tailed  on  a  rock  and  were  upset,  or  a  squall 
capsized  them,  and  they  were  all  lost.  On  Sunday  the  yacht  was  discovered 
by  one  of  the  coast-guard,  and  after  an  active  search  the  bodies  were  found. 
Mr.  Johnston's  watch  had  stopped  at  ten  o*clock.  In  his  pocket  a  painter's 
bill  was  found,  and  this  was  the  only  paper  that  gave  any  clue  to  his  identity. 
The  coast-guard  arrived  in  town  on  Monday,  and  having  searched  out  the 
painter,  communicated  at  once  with  the  friends  of  the  unfortunate  gentle- 
man.   The  yacht,  we  understand,  was  greatly  over- roasted. 


BEGATTAS  AND  MATCHES. 
Sbpt.   S^Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club  Sailing  Match 

3— Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club  ChsUenge  Cup  Match  at  Dunoon 
10— DoTor  and  Cinque  Ports  Regatta 

17— Wellington  Yacht  Club  Challenge  Cup,  (open  to  all  the  worU.) 
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THE  NEW  MEASUREMENT. 

Thb  3ystem  of  measurement  proposed  by  the  late  Mr.  P.  R.  Marett, 
has  been  tried  by  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron  in  their  different  three 
matches  this  season,  and  apparently  with  satisfactory  results.  To 
obtain  the  actual  area  of  sail  carried  by  the  respective  vessels,  the 
tide  surveyor  at  Gowes,  measured  the  length  of  the  middle  cloth  of 
each  sail,  and  multiplied  the  same  by  the  number  and  width  of  the 
cloths,  he  thus  ascertained  the  respective  area  of  each  sail.  The 
club  agreed  to  an  allowance  of  half-a-second  per  square  foot  for 
difference  of  measurement  in  the  matches  for  the  Prince  Consort's 
and  Her  Majesty's  cups.  For  the  former  three  cutters  entered,  and 
the  area  of  canvas  of  each  was  aa  follows : — 

Arrow  .     •     .     .     5,894  square  feet 

Lulworth  •     .     .    5,661 

Extravaganza      •    3^32 
The  difference  between  the  Arrow  (^e  winner)  and  the  Lulworth 
was  233  feet,  consequently  she  had  to  allow  Im.  56^s.,  and  between 
Arrow  and  Extravaganza  there  was  1,962  feet,  which  gave  the  latter 
1 6m.  2^.    For  Her  Majesty's  cup  four  schooners  entered  : — 

Alarm  ....    8,691  square  feet 

Shark  ....     8,086 

Claymore  .     .    .     6,296         " 

Ella      ....     6,087 

NO.  10.— VOL.  vn.  3  B 
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The  Alarm's  (the  winner)  canvas  exceed^  Shark's  805  feet,  al- 
lowance of  time  thereon  6m.  42^. ;  Claymore  with  1,595  feet  less 
than  Alarm  received  13m.  17^- ;  and  Ella  with  1,804  feet  less  re- 
ceived from  same  vrasel  15m.  In  the  race  to  Cherbourg  for  the 
Emperor's  cup,  three-quarters  of  a  second  was  allowed  per  square 
foot  for  difference  of  measurement  in  area  of  sails ;  and  schooners 
were  allowed  to  deduct  one-tenth  in  measuring  against  cutters,  &c. 
Thirteen  vessels  started,  and  although  the  Alarm  came  in  sometime 
ahead  yet  the  time  she  had  to  allow  to  the  Claymore,  (which  vessel 
came  in  within  her  time,)  would  have  entitled  the  latter  to  the  prize, 
but  the  Ursuline  yawl  having  to  receive  time  firom  Claymore  came 
in  with  several  minutes  to  spare  and  received  the  prize. 

On  comparing  the  tonnage  and  sail  measurements  it  must  strike 
every  one  that  the  latter  appears  to  be  the  most  &ir  of  the  two,  inas- 
much as  the  Extravaganza,  a  vessel  of  not  half  the  tonnage  of  the 
Arrow  carries  only  one-thtrd  less  canvas.  And,  again,  the  Zara  is 
312  tons  old  measurement,  yet  in  sail  measurement  her  area  of  can- 
vas is  214  square  feet  less  than  the  Alarm  of  241  tons. 

The  Ursuline  winning  in  this  match  must  lead  yaditsmen  to  think 
that  the  new  system  is  the  fairest,  and  may  hope  to  see  some  of  the 
'*  stiff  and  comfortable"  sort  occasionally  hailed  as  winners.  Buflders 
must  study  stability  more,  and  another  change  will  take  place  in  our 
racing  vessels. 

Some  difference  appears  likely  to  occur  respecting  the  best  method 
of  measuring  the  area  of  sails,  and  the  time  whidi  should  be  allowed. 
We  have  recorded  the  mediod  adopted  by  the  B.T.S.,  which  appears 
to  have  worked  well.  The  death  of  Mr.  Marett  will  much  retard 
the  carrying  out  of  the  system,  as  we  are  deprived  of  his  excellent 
judgment  now  that  some  difference  seems  to  arise;  however,  a  rela- 
tive of  his  has  endeavoured  to  fill  up  the  void  by  suggesting  a  means 
of  overcoming  any  difficulties  that  may  occur. 

He  says — ^Now,  first  as  to  the  measurement,  I  should  lay  down  as 
a  principle  that  the  system  adopted  should  not  leave  any  opportunity 
for  cheating,  or  obtaining  a  large  real  and  small  nominal  area.  One 
plan  is  to  meastM^e  the  adtuil  sail^  which  ia  a  principle  unotjection- 
able,  but  forms  a  work  of  considerable  difficulty  and  labour,  and  a 
work  in  which,  after  all,  no  two  people  would  agree  in  their  results. 
Another  plan  is  to  measure  the  spars,  and  then  ascertain  by  calcula- 
tion, founded  on  empiric  rules,  what  is  the  area  of  sail ;  and  this  is 
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the  plan  which  I  should  recommend,  and  should  suggest  the  follow- 
ing rules  for  carrying  it  into  effect. 

The  measurements  to  be  taken  are  but  five,  and  can  be  taken  in 
a  few  minutes,  and  the  calculations  are  simple ;  and  I  may  observe 
that  all  measurements  should  be  taken  only  to  the  outermost  sheave- 
hole  or  lashing  connected  with  the  sails,  and  not  the  bare  end  of  the 
spar.  To  find  the  area  of  mainsail,  take  three-fifths  of  the  length  of 
gaff  and  boom  t<^ether,  and  multiply  this  by  the  hoist  from  deck  to 
the  under  side  of  the  lower  cap,  the  product  will  be  area  of  mainsail 
quite  nearly  enough.  (It  might  seem  more  simple,  and  as  accurate, 
to  multiply  the  length  of  boom  by  the  hoist,  but  if  that  were  done  we 
should  soon  see  gaffs  longer  than  booms.)  To  find  the  area  of  head 
sails,  take  one-half  of  the  length  from  mast  to  bowsprit-end,  and 
multiply  this  by  the  hoist ;  the  product  will  be  the  area  of  headsaib. 
(This  is  a  simple  mathematical  problem,  considering  the  two  head- 
sails  to  form  one  triangle.)  To  find  the  area  of  gaff-topsail,  take  one 
half  the  length  of  gaff,  and  multiply  this  by  the  length  of  topmast 
from  the  heel  to  sheave-hole ;  this  will  be  the  area  of  topsail.  (This 
is  the  area  of  a  working  topsail,  quite  nearly  enough,  and  is  as  fair 
as  any  which  can  be  taken.)  Add  all  these  three  areas  together  for 
the  whole  area  of  sail  As  an  example,  we  will  take  the  Mosquito 
in  her  old  days : — 

Hoist  firom  deck  to  cap  ....  ^  &     .  40    feet 

Length  of  boom 52-5  « 

Length  of  gaff 37      " 

From  mast  to  bowsprit-ead      ....  585  " 

Length  of  topmast 37*5  '' 

52*5  feet 
37      adding 

89*5  length  of  gaff  and  boom 
3 

5)268-5 

53*7    three-fifths  of  ditto 
-10  multiplying  by  hoist 

2 1 48*0    area  of  mainsail 
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2)58-5    length  firam  mast  to  bowsprit-end 

29*25  half  length  from  mast  to  bowsprit-end 
40  multiplying  by  hoist 


1 17*00  area  of  head  sails 


2)37        length  of  gaff 

18*5    half  length  of  gaff 

S7*5    multiplying  by  length  of  topmast 


693*75  area  of  topsail 


area< 
1170         ^     head  sails 
694         "     topsail 


4012  total  area  <rf  sidls 


I  have  no  record  of  the  size  of  the  Mosquito*s  small  topsail,  but 
the  other  measurements  agree  well  with  the  actual  aieas»  audit 
will  be  seen  that  the  calculations  are  short  and  simple.  For  schooners 
the  measurements  will  be  similar,  except  that  when  the  masts  rake, 
the  hoist  and  the  length  of  topmast  must  be  ascertained  by  lettii]^ 
fall  plumb  lines  from  the  cap  and  the  sheave-hole,  and  measuring 
them  for  hoist  and  length  of  topmast. 

Many  other  plans  might  be  suggested.  One  very  simple  empiric 
plan  was  discovered  by  the  late  Mr.  P.  R.  Marett : — Multiply  the 
hoist  by  the  length  from  boom-end  to  bowsprit-end  for  the  totol  area 
of  sail,  including  a  large  topsail ;  and  it  is  very  remarkable  that  prac- 
tically, and  with  existing  vessels,  this  rude  rule  gives  very  accurate  re- 
sults. No  such  rule,  however,  could  be  adopted  in  practice,  as  it 
would  lead  to  short  masts  and  long  topmasts,  short  booms  and  long 
gaffs,  whereas  the  plan  propounded  above  does  not  appear  to  allow 
evasion.  The  measurers  must,  of  course,  be  empowered  to  use  their 
discretion,  and  ascertain  the  fair  length  of  spars,  should  any  scheme 
for  evasion  be  discovered. 

Having  then  by  this  or  some  other  plan  ascertained  the  area  of 
sail,  we  come  to  the  second  and  totally  independent  question ;  as  to 
how  time  is  to  be  allowed.     Now,  with  respect  to  thb,  I  have  no  he- 
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sitation  in  saying  that  a  shifting  scale,  such  as  that  in  page  80  of 
Yackts  and  TaefU  BuHding^  is  the  best,  and  perhaps  a  better  scale 
than  the  seven-hour  scale  in  that  table  could  not  be  found.  That 
table  is,  however,  constructed  on  the  same  principle  as  Ackers'  scale, 
and  as  that  scale  is  not  popular  because  it  is  too  complicated,  I  will 
propose  a  simpler  system  than  that  in  the  table.  AHoia  one  minute 
for  every  hundred  feet  area  of  sail,  I  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  is  a  fair  allowance,  by  the  same  process  which  the  table  in  Yachts 
and  YacfU  Building  was  made,  and  the  process  which  must  be  adopted 
in  any  case,  namely,  by  considering  the  performances  of  differ^.nt 
yachts.  The  Mosquito  has  an  area  of  sail  of  about  4,000  feet,  the 
Thought  and  Phantom  about  2,400,  and  the  Mosquito  can  beat 
either  of  them  16  minutes  in  an  ordinary  course,  for  she  beat  the 
Thought  18  minutes  in  the  Thames  Club  match,  in  1857«  and  Ama- 
zon, a  rather  smaller  vessel,  with  good  luck  beat  Thought  with  bad 
luck  22  minutes  in  1858,  and  so  on.  So  Phantom  in  1856  beat 
Vampire  13  minutes,  and  Kitten  20  minutes,  which  would  be  found 
not  much  more  than  the  time  given  by  this  rule.  Or,  to  use  a  sim- 
pler argument,  the  time  allowed  by  this  rule  between  any  two  vessels 
would  be  nearly  that  allowed  between  the  same  vessels  by  the  old 
rule  of  half-minute  time  for  tonnage,  which  rule  experience  has  shown 
not  to  be  very  far  wrong.  I  have  thus  propounded  a  simple  system 
of  measurement  and  allowance. 
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The  annual  aquatic  amusements  of  our  Northern  friends  took  place  on 
the  Humber,  July  26th  and  27th,  and,  although  we  have  not  snch  a 
variety  of  races  and  entertainments  now-a-days  as  we  were  wont  to  have 
some  years  ago,  the  interest  taken  in  the  afimr  was  very  great.  The 
pier  and  every  available  spot  was  filled.  Our  fine  old  river,  studded  all 
over  with  vessels  gaily  decorated  with  Hags,  prominent  among  which  were 
Lord  Londesborough^s  yacht  and  the  Trinity  House  yacht,  presented  an 
animated  and  beautiful  appearance.  A  very  fashionable  party  of  ladies 
and  gentlemen  accompanied  the  vessels  down  the  river  in  the  Manchester 
steamer,  engaged  by  the  Yacht  Club.  Among  those  on  board  we 
noticed :^Lord  Londesborough,  Hon.  W.  H.  Denison,  T.  Thompson, 
Esq.  (Mayor),  Lieut.  Turnbull,  Capt.  Wilkinson,  A.  Bannister,  Esq., 
Mrd.  and  the  Misses  Bannister,  and  Miss  Robb;  J.  S.  Skilbeck  Esq.,  and 
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the  Misses  Skilbeck;  —  Cockbura,  Esq.,  Tt£.Y.C.;Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colt- 
man  Smith,  Capt.  Corlass,  J.  Loft,  Esq.,  Messrs.  W*  and  H.  Croft,  J. 
Brodrick,  jun.,  Esq.,  T.  W.  Morley,  Esq.,  T.  Colgan,  Esq.,  —  Nasb, 
Esq.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chas.  Garthome,  Mr.  Coleman,  F.  Low,  Esq.,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rust,  &c.  The  Sir  Colin  Campbell  and  other  steamers  also 
accompanied  the  vessels  along  their  voyage,  and  were  each  well  freighted 
with  passengers. 

The  first  Match  was  for  a  handsome  siver  Claret  cup  and  two  goblets. 
Value  £60,  presented  by  Lord  Londesborough.  Ilalf-a-minnte  per  ton 
was  allowed  for  the  difference  of  tonnage. 

The  following  yachts  entered :«« 

Numbered  ai  in  Hunf*  Yacht  List  for  1858. 


No 


Names  of  Tachts 


Alice  Maud... 

Rapid 

Leda... 

Louisa 


17 
80S 
574 
593 
26ilEagre. 


Big 


cutter 
cutter 
cntter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tons 


32 
46 
31 
24 
24 


Owners 


J.  Tempest,  Jan.,  £ 
A.  Bannister,  Esq. 
W.  H.  Moss,  Esq. 
Captain  Cator 
'Captain  Bacon 


The  coarse  was  down  the  Humber,  round  the  Bull  floating  light, 
leaving  it  on  die  starboard  hand  and  back,  passing  between  a  boat 
moored  off  the  east  pier  and  Humber  dock  basin;  twice  round. 

The  start  was  e£Eected  at  lOh.  30m.  by  the  Commodore  firing  from 
the  committee's  boat  one  gun  to  starts  and  the  other  five  minutes  after, 
when  the  Tessels  got  fairly  underway.  The  lead  was  taken  by  the 
Louisa,  Capt  Cator,  followed  by  the  Alice  Maud,  Eagre,  Leda,  and 
Rapid.  The  wind,  although  in  favour  of  ihe  vessels,  was  only  a  very 
slight  one,  which  gave  considerable  advantage  to  the  lighter  vessels. 
Rapid,  in  starting,  fouled  her  topsail  sheet,  and  thus  lost  two  or  three 
minutes.  The  yachts  continued  together  until  off  Paull,  when  there 
were  only  a  few  yards  distance  between  them;  the  Rapid  having  to  bear 
away  to  clear  fouling  the  Eagre.  The  wind  rather  freshened  and  came 
round  about  N.E.  They  thus  continued  until  rounding  the  Bull  float- 
ship,  after  rounding  of  which  they  made  the  best  of  their  way  home, 
with  flowing  sheets.  The  Rapid  gradually  kept  distancing  the  Ei^;re, 
and  arriving  off  Paull,  she  being  more  weatherly  than  the  rest  of  the 
boats,  had  only  one  board  to  make,  which  gave  her  a  slight  advantage. 
The  race  finished  thus:— -Rapid  dh.  48m.  55s«;  Eagre  dh.  65m.  Ss.; 
Lomsa  8h.  59m.  45s.;  Alice  Maud  4h.  15m.  46s.,  Leda  4h.  20m.  40s. 

In  consequence  of  the  half  minute  time  allowed  for  tonnage,  and  the 
Rapid  being  46  tons,  whilst  the  Eagre  is  only  24  tons,  die  former  had 
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to  allow  her  deven  nUnuies,  wjiich  enabled  Capt  Baoon  to  carry  off  the 
prize. 

The  following  eleven  were  entered  for  a  Purse  of  20  Sovereigns: — 
The  Chance  (Newton),  Paull;  the  Dart  (Wilkin),  Paull;  the  Admiral 
(Naylor),  Paull;  the  Friendship  (Rowbottom),  Paull;  the  Secret  (Dennis), 
Paull;  the  Jane  (Stewart),  Hull;  the  Betsy  and  Jane  (Anderson),  Hull; 
the  Greyhound  (Smith),  Paull;  the  Rapid  (J.  Wilkin),  Paull;  the  Faith 
and  Perseverance  (Turner),  Paull;  and  the  Hawk  (Speck),  Hessle.  Of 
these  10  started  and  the  Rapid  was  declared  the  winner. 

Second  day. — The  weather  was  beautiful,  though,  perhaps  a  stronger 
breeze  would  have  added  interest  to  the  contest  in  nautical  eyes.  The 
piers  were  crowded,  a  large  party  was  on  board  the  committee's  steamer, 
Manchester:  Lord  Londesborough,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Denison,  and  Sir  Edwd. 
Belcher,  b.n.,  being  of  the  number. 

The  first  race  was  for  a  piece  of  plate  of  the  value  of  40  guineas,  half- 
a-minute^  time  race,  course  as  first  day. 

The  following  entered: — 

Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Yacht  Lutfor  1S58. 


No 


Names  of  Yachts 


Big 

Ton 

cutter 

24 

cutter 

40 

cutter 

24 

yawl 

110 

cutter 

22 

cotter 

46 

cutter 

31 

OwDon 


593 
101^5 
264 


Louisa.. 
Violet.. 
Bagre  . 


970  Ursuline  . 


17 
803 


Alice  Maud . 
Rapid 


574Leda... 


Captain  Cator. 
J.  B.  Kirby,  Bsq. 
Captain  Bacon 
Lord  Londesborongh 
J.  Tempest,  jun..  Esq. 
A.  Bannister,  Esq.,  v.a 
W.  U.  Moss.  Esq.. 


Precisely  at  lOh.  30m.  the  signal  was  given  and  away  went  the  Rapid 
with  the  lead,  with  Louisa  and  Eagre  close  at  her  heels,  up  to  within  a 
mile  or  two  of  the  Bull  Float,  the  Eagre  and  tlie  Louisa  kept  close  to- 
gether; the  Eagre,  however  rounded  the  Bull  Float  before  the  Louisa, 
the  Rapid  being  the  first  After  a  splendid  race  the  yachts  came  in,  in 
the  IbUowtng  order:— Rapid  4L  44m.;  Eagre  4h.  50m.  44s.;  Louisa 
4fa.  52m.  4Ss. 

As  the  Rapid  had  to  g^ve  eleven  minutes  on  account  of  her  superior 
tonnage  die  Eagre  was  the  victor,  and  her  owner,  Capt.  Bacon,  has  thus 
obtained  the  prise  both  in  the  first  and  second  days'  race.  A  general 
opinion  psevuls  that  in  so  short  a  course  half-a-minute  per  ton  is  too  great 
an  allowance  of  time.  Tioe-Commodore  Bannister,  who  is  tlie  life  and 
soul  of  these  aquatic  meetings,  presented  the  cap  to  Capt  Baoon  imme- 
diately after  the  race. 
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The  entries  for  the  seoond  prize,  value  16  guioeas, 

Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Yacht  LUtfor  1858. 


163 


246 
106 


Names  of  TachU 


Rig 


Cygnet 

Cobra. 

Bijou 

Dolphin  ., 
Bmnette.. 


.'•chooner 

yawl 
cutter 


Tons 


Owners 


9  J.  Thompson,  Eaq. 

10  J.  Egreniont,  Esq. 

7  F.  Gamble,  juxL,  Esq. 

15  E.  Squire,  jun.,  Esq. 

11  C.  Uppleby,  Esq. 


There  was  some  dispute  in  this  race.  The  Brunette  came  in  first,  but 
she  not  having  a  member  of  the  club  on  board,  lost  her  chance.  The 
Dolphin,  the  second  boat,  was  also  deprived  of  the  honor,  in  consequence 
of  not  taking  the  proper  course,  she  having  gone  to  windward  of  one  of 
the  buoys.  The  prize  was  therefore  taken  by  the  Cobra,  the  third  boat 
in. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a  committee  of  gentlemen,  oonosting  of 
Captain  Thompson,  Captain  Hurst,  Mr.  Glover,  Mr.  Maodonald,  and  Mr. 
Carr,  made  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  matches  detiuled  below. 
On  the  first  day  a  most  exciting  race  was  run  with  eight  ''dusters,"  all 
passing  the  winning  boat  at  nearly  the  same  time.  The  order  and  prizes 
were: — Jane,  £1  10s.,  British  Queen,  £l  5s.«  Lively,  £1,  Sea  Flower, 
15s.,  Queen,  10s. 

At  half-past  two,  second  day,  a  novel,  race  took  place  between  five 
river  keels,  viz.,  Mr.  Wilson's  Providence,  Mr.  Thompson's  Lucknow, 
Mr.  Welts'  Friendship,  Mr.  Scholey's  Mary,  and  Mr.  Malcolm's  Victory. 

The  starting  point  was  the  same  as  that  of  the  yachts  down  the 
Humber,  but  round  the  Skitter  sand-bank,  and  back.  The  Providence 
was  the  first  to  make  the  round,  the  other  four  being  all  alongside  each 
other.  They  reached  the  goal  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  given  above, 
the  Providence  winning  by  about  one  minute.  The  fbllowing  were  the 
prizes  awarded:— £6,  £4,  £2  10s.,  £l  10s.,  £1. 

At  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  there  was  a  trial  of  skill  with  four- 
oared  boats,  from  the  Minerva  Hotel,  twice  round  the  Comwallis  and 
back.  There  were  eight  entered,  and  after  a  spirited  contest  they  came 
in  as  follows:— Lively  £2,  Ariel  £I,  Queen  10s.,  and  Sea  Flower  Ss. 

At  half -past  seven,  a  haidly*<sonte6ted  sculling  match  took  place,  start- 
ing from  the  Minerva  Hotel,  round  the  Corporation  pier  and  Trinity 
Packet,  which  rode  in  the  stream,  and  back.  Young  Tinto  was  the 
winner.     The  prizes  were  LSs.,  5s.,  3s.  6d.  and  2s. 

These  closed  the  aquatic  sports  for  the  season. 
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C0WS8  on  Uita  ooeanon  was  thnrnged  with  fashionable  oofnpaoy,  far  ex- 
ceeding the  yaehting  season  for  some  years  pasi,  and  this  fiust  most  eon- 
▼inoe  the  town  authorities  that  a  liberality  on  their  part  to  improve  the 
approaehes  and  promenades  will  be  met  with  a  oonesponding  feeling  by 
the  members  of  the  R.Y  S.,  whose  families  and  friends  wiH  "swmmer" 
here,  instead  of  arriving  on  the  eve  of  the  regatta  and  flitting iimmediately 
it  b  over.  About  the  lafgest  number  of  yachts  assek>bled  that  has  been 
seen  for  years;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  Cowes  wfll  resume  ifes  once 
prosperous  position  amongst  ^  watering  plaoes  of  Britain. 

The  races  commenced  on  Monday,  Aug.  2nd,  with  the  Prince  Con- 
sort's cup,  value  £100,  open  to  all  cutters  and  yawls  belonging  to  the 
club.  Marett's  system  of  measurement  with  balf-a-second  per  foolb  al- 
lowed for  difference  of  time. 

The  following  entered: 

I^mmhtndimmHvMfs  YmM  Lut  for  ISiS. 


ArM  of  Siflt 
Sqqtro  .fteU 


Ho. 


TaehM'  N«mflk 


B<g. 


Ton 


Oyfrmn, 


805  £xtTsvagaDsa .. 

Arrqw 

Lnlworth 


53 
594 


Gutter 
cotter 
cutter 


48 

102 

80 


8ir  Fercj  8heUey,  Bart 
T.  Chamberlayne,  Esq... 
J  Weld.  Egg 


3,932 

5,894 
5,661 


The  Extravaganza  had  No.  I  place,  which  was  nearest  the  shore,  and 
the  others  as  placed,  outside  ofther;  but  from  the  situation  of  the  wind 
being  aft,  there  was  no  more  advantage  to  the  one  than  to  the  other. 

The  course  was  that  known  as  the  '^  Queen'  cup  course,*'  vix.  from 
Cowes  to  the  eastward  round  the  Nab,  thence  returning  to  the  westward 
to  round  a  mark  vessel  stationed  off  Yarmouth,  but  this  season  the 
course  has  been  shortened,  the  flag-boat  to  the  .westward  having  been 
stationed  off  Thomess^  about  six  miles  from  Cowes,  instead  of  off  Yar- 
mouth, to  enable  the  yachts  to  bekept  in  sight  of  the  rendezvous. 

The  above  vessels  left  their  moorings,  and  proceeded, to  their  stations 
to  the  eastward  of  the  roadstead,  to  enable  them  to  get  well  under  way, 
and  with  plenty  of  sea  room.  By  this  means  they  w^re  enabled  to  pass 
the  castle  fairly  on  their  voyage  with  all  their  canvas  set 

At  9h.  40m.  the  gun  was  fired  from  the  parade,  and  the  flag  hoisted 
at  the  semaphore  to  denote  to  them  to  prepare.  At  lOh.  precisely  a 
second  gun  was  fired  and  the  start  effected.  Lnlworth  took  the  lead ; 
and  great  praise  is  due  to  her  crew  for  the  alacrity  displayed  in  getting 
her  oanvas  hoisted,  her  gaff-topsail  being  up  while  the  others  seemed 
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to  be  tfamkbg  about  it.  At  lengtb  tbey  were  all  fairly  ander  way,  and 
from  the  situation  of  tbe  breeze  which,  off  the  harbour,  was  about  S.E. 
b.E.,  incliniDg  to  the  southward,  between  ^' the  capes"  they  had  the  wind 
on  the  port  quarter,  standing  in  towards  the  castle  and  island  shore  to 
ahun  the  young  flood,  which  was  against  them.  On  passing  the  sema- 
phore the  Lul worth  had  the  lead  by  about  three  lengths;  then  came 
the  old  Arrow,  with  the  Extravagacaa  on  her  weather  quarter,  and  in 
this  manner  they  proceeded  first  to  the  westward,  edging  in  towards 
Egypt,  to  ayoid  the  tide.  Off  Gurnard  Bay  the  Lulworth,  which  was 
still  leading,  first  took  the  freshening  breeze  out  of  the  bay,  and  fearfully 
walked  ahead,  increasing  the  distance  between  her  and  her  opponent, 
until  they  rounded  the  flag-vessel  thus: — 

b.  m.  8.  I  h.  m.  8. 1  b.  m  a. 

Lulworth 10  48  15  |  Arrow 10  52  30  |  Eztraraganza.  II  58  15 

The  extreme  limit  of  their  western  course  having  been  effected,  the 
yachts  severally  hauled  their  wind  and  proceeded  on  their  course  to  the 
Nab.  During  which  great  excitement  prevailed,  each  craft  was  beauti- 
fully handled,  and  made  tack  for  tack  with  each  other;  no  sooner  was 
the  helm  of  the  Lulworth  down,  than  the  same  was  echoed  to  the  tune 
of  "  Hard-a-leel  "  on  board  the  Arrow.  It  was  evident  that  the  inter- 
est of  the  match  lay  with  these  two  craft.  The  Extravaganza  evidently 
had  no  chance  with  her  more  powerful  opponents.  Cowes  Castle  was 
passed  as  follows:— 

h.  m.  8. 1  h.  m.  s. 

Lulworth 11  26  10|  Arrow.^ 11  88    o 

From  hence  they  reached  to  the  northward,  and  worked  through  the 
Middle  with  the  flood  tide  in  their  favour:  at  lib.  45m.  they  wera 
abreast  of  Osborne,  making  tack  for  tack,  the  Lulworth  about  a  cablets 
length  to  windward.  Breeze  freshening,  vnth  every  appearance  of  the 
continuance.  At  12h.  16m.  the  Lulworth  passed  Ryde  Pier,  and  stood 
towards  the  northward  on  the  starboard  tack,  the  Arrow  retaining  her 
pojition  of  about  two  and  a  half  to  three  minutes  abreast  of  her,  but  to 
leeward.  At  12h.  20m.  Lulworth  off  Anglesey,  tacked  and  worked  up 
to  Spithead.  Arrow  about  also.  On  weathering  the  Pitt  (coal  bulk) 
they  were  again  timed . — 

li.  m.  s«  I  h.  m  8 

Lulworth 12  27    6  |  Arrow. 12  30  25 

presenting  a  difference  of  8m.  208.  At  12h.  43m,  Lulworth  tacked 
inside  Spithead,  At  12h.  48m.  Arrow  followed  her  example.  At  It 
10m.  they  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Warner  Light  vessel.     At 
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J  h.  SOin.  they  were  between  Sea  View  and  the  Nab,  each  working  down 
the  east  channeL  The  wind  now  about  south-east,  eyentualljr  the  Nab 
Light  yessel  was  rounded  as  follows — 


b.  m.  8. 
Xnlworth 1  35  45  I  Arrow. . 


b.  m.  8. 
.  I  SS  10 


After  luffing  round  the  Nab  they  seyerally  tacked,  and  henceforth  on 
their  return  to  the  Neman  had  the  wind  almost  dead  aft.  Both  of  them 
doused  their  jib -headed  topsails,  set  their  huge  topsails,  and  in  this  manner 
went  foaming  along.  Extravaganza  was  now  observed  to  the  northward 
of  the  Warner  outward  bound.  On  passing  Sea  View  on  her  return  the 
Lul  worth  dropped  her  foresail,  and  proceeded  under  her  jib  and  mainsail 
only,  while  the  Arrow,  to  use  a  Sea  View  expression,  "came  skimming 
along."  On  their  return  they  passed  the  Neman  as  under— 


Lolwortb 2 


b.  m.  s. 
Arrow 2  li  lo 


The  latter  having,  since  passing  the  Nab,  shortened  her  distance  by 

18s.  in  her  run  from  thence.    They  now  luffed  up,  and  eventually  hauled 

their  wind  on  the  port  tack  for  Spithead.     About  2h.  20m.  they  passed 

the  Sandheads  buoy.     On  passing  Ryde  Pier  the  Arrow  was  only  Im. 

21s.  in  the  wake  of  the  Lul  worth.     The  distance  from  hence  to  the  goal 

was,  however,  too  short  for  her  to  recover  herself,  as  also  to  allow  her 

friend  the  extra  Im.   56s.   which  she  had  to  give  her  for  difference 

of  area  of  sails.     From  hence  nothing  very  particular  occurred,  beyond 

both  vessels  being  off  Osborne  close  together,  and  they  returned  to  the 

goal  as  follows  :«— 

h.  m.  s.   I  h.  m.  s. 

Lulwcrth , 3  15  10  I  Arrow 8  15  40 

the  former'  winning  without  time  by  only  30  seconds.  A  more  interest- 
ing and  exciting  match  it  has  not  been  our  lot  to  witness  for  some  time 
past.     The  cup  was  presented  the  same  evening  to  Squire  Weld. 

Second  Day^  August  3rd. — The  annual  dinner  was  held  for  the  first 
time  in  the  new  club-house,  (the  castle,)  and  was  well  attended. 

Third  Day^  Aug.  4th.  The  race  this  day  was  for  the  Queen's  cup, 
value  £100,  by  schooners  belonging  to  the  club.  Measurement  by  area 
of  sails,  half-a-second  per  foot  allowed  for  difference  of  measurement. 

The  following  started: 

Numbered  at  in  HunCs  Yacht  List  for  1858. 


No.           Tacbts'  Names              Elg. 

Tons 

Ownen 

AreaorS.Ua. 
Sq  Feet. 

fiao^^hArk.             . Bchooner 

175 
248 
130 

W.  Curling,  Esq 

8,086 

7|  Alarm •schooner 

J.  Weld,  Esq 

Hon.  H.Rowley 

8,891 

i^ki-niAvmore                   'schooner 

6,296 

273'Ella , Vchooner 

106 

Sir  Gilbert  East,  Bart..... 

6,087 
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'  Tlie  IsiSy  75  tons,  W.  H.  Cosway,  Esq.,  entered,  but  did  not  itart. 
The  oeoessary  preparations  having  been  made,  and  the  ja^ts  at  ihm 
respective  stationsy  the  start  was  effected  in  the  usual  manner  at  lOh. 
precisely.  On  the  present  occasion  the  wind  was  from  the  southward 
and  westward,  and  although  the  coarse  sailed  over  was  the  stane  aa  on 
Monday,  it  was,  as  regards  the  wind,  in  the  reverse  order  of  things,  tiie 
yachts  having  to  wwk  to  the  westwund,  and  run  from  thence  to  the  Nab 
with  flowing  sheets.  Having  first  to  go  to  the  westward,  the  Sha]4 
became  tiie  weathermost  vessel,  and  the  Ella  to  leeward.  On  slipping 
from  their  moorings,  sail  was  speedily  set.  abd  the  yachts  canted  to  tha 
northward  and  westward,  and  having  made  a  reach  over  in  that  directioa^ 
they  severally  tacked  and  worked  down  the  west  channel  until  tbey 
rounded  the  western  flag-boat  in  the  fc^lowiog  time  and  order : — 

h.  m.  8.  I  'li.  m.  8» 

Alarm 11  20  40    Ella. 11  4S    O 

Shark. ^11  34  35  |  Clsjmore 11  51  S8 

This  feat  in  the  match  having  been  accomplished,  they  severally 
scudded  away  to  the  eastward)  with  all  sail  drawing,  the  Alarm  increas- 
ing gradually  her  distance  from  the  rest  unUl  they  passed  Cowes  Castle 
as  under:-— 

b.  m.  8.  I  h.  m.  s» 

Akrm 12    0  50    Ella... 1»  a»    0 

Shark 1%    6  56  |  Claymore...^ IS  S«  37 

At  12h.  20m.  the  leading  yacht  passed  Ryde  on  her  way  to  the  eztrame 
limit  of  her  course.  On  nearing  the  Noman  Buoy  the  Alarm  shifted 
her  main-topsail  and  prepared  to  haul  her  wind.  The  buoy  was  xoonded 
as  follows>— 

b.  m.  s.  I  h.  m.  s. 

Alarm 12  40  ^    Ella. 1    a  as 

Shark... 13  40  50  |  Claymore 1  U  M 

Shortly  after  passing  the  Noman,  and  when  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Warner,  we  observed  the  Alarm  in  the  act  of  shifting  her  jib,  and 
suddenly  to  round- to.  By  the  aid  of  our  achroinatie  we  observed  a  man 
overboard.  Scarcely  a  moment  elapsed  when  a  boat  was  launched  from 
the  yacht  and  manned,  which  pulled  in  the  direction  of  the  amphibioos 
creature^  whom  we  descried  striking  out  towards  the  yacht ;  watching 
ourselves  every  movement,  we  observed  him  rescued  and  taken  into  the 
boat,  and  the  Alarm,  bereft  of  her  jib-boom,  having  picked  up  the  crew, 
hoisted  in  the  boat  and  filled  away.  Although  the  work  appeared  to  be 
that  of  a  moment,  it  was  a  detention  to  her  of  upwards  of  six  minutea. 
Away  went  the  Alarm  with  the  freshening  breeae  as  if  nothing  had 
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happened— Shark  eloJM  in  her  wake,  fiventnally  the  Nab  Light  YeflBel 
was  rounded  in  the  following  order  :«- 

h.  m.  f.  I  h.  ID.  8. 

Alarm. 1    6  15     Blla. 1  27  20 

Shark 1    9  28  |  Claymore 1  32  95 

On  ronnding  the  yessel  the  Shark  appeared  to  ns  to  be  longer  than 
usoal  in  Btajs»  and  the  Alarm  came  skimming  away  towards  the  Noman, 
seemingly  making  up  for  the  time  she  had  lost  by  h«r  accident.  As  they 
acTerally  returned,  the  Alarm  doused  her  fore-topsails^  as  also  did  the 
Shark,  who  also  struck  her  topmast*  Nothing  could  exceed  the  beautilu! 
manner  m  which  the  Alann  glided  throogh  the  water,  gradually  widen- 
ing the  breach  between  herself  and  her  opponent.  The  Neman  was 
passed  on  their  return  as  follows : — 

h.  m.  s.   I  h.  m.  s. 

Alann ^ I  26  46    EUa. w 1  50    0 

Sbark 1  30  15  |  Claymore  «...* 1  55  15 

The  yeohts  seyendly  luffed  up  for  the  Sandheads,  from  whence  they 
proceeded  to  the  goal  without  anything  occurring  woithy  of  remark  be- 
yond that  of  the  Alarm  luckily  reaching  into  the  roadstewly  and  making 
a  abort  tack  to  pass  between  the  Castle  and  the  mark-vessel^  which  waa 
accomplished  as  under :— - 

h.  UL  s*  I                          h*  m*  su  I  h.  m«  s* 

Alarm 2  30    0  |  Shark 2  41    0  |  Chtymore 3  16    0 

The  Ella  went  to  her  moorings  without  proceeding  to  the  goal,  having 
from  first  to  last  had  very  little^  if  any,  chance  of  being  at  a  respectable 
dietanee. 

Fourth  Day^  Aug.  6th.-^In  eonse<)nence  of  Her  Majesty's  visit  to 
Cherbourg  it  was  resolved  that  the  race  this  day  should  be  extended  to 
that  place;  thus  giving  the  Emperor  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the 
winning  of  the  cup,  which  he  had  presented  to  the  R.Y.S.  The  dianee 
of  further  testing  the  new  system  was  decided  on,  and  instead  of  half-a- 
seoond  as  in  the  prior  matches,  three-quarters  per  square  foot  should  be 
aUowed  for  difference  of  measurement;  and  schooners  to  be  allowed  to 
deduct  one-tenth  of  their  areas  as  agamst  cutters,  ftc  Not  more  than 
one  hour  to  be  allowed  in  any  case. 

The  idea  of  altering  the  course  from  that  usually  adopted  by  the 
club^  was  at  first  rather  startling,  more  especially  when  it  was  to  be  a 
sea-going  one;  but  then  it  would  be  ended  by  evening,  and  the  vessels 
would  be  in  a  safe  harbour  at  night  Our  yankee  friends  do  things  on 
a  much  larger  scale,  we  have  before  us  an  account  of  a  race  which 
oeoopied  two  days  and  a  night  befove  it  was  finished. 

The  following  entered:-— 
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Numbered  oi  in  Hunfe  Yacht  List  for  1858. 


No. 


Tachti'  Names. 


159  Clavmore.. 

61 1  Aurora , 

sroUrsuline 

815  Fair  Rosamond... 

53  Arrow 

810  Resolution 

860  Shark.. 
946 
1239 
305 
7 
626 
164 


Minx 

Zara 

Extrayaganza... 

Alarm 

Julia. 

Columbine 


Rig 

Tons 

schooner 

130 

cutter 

60 

yawl 

112 

schooner 

132 

cotter 

102 

schooner 

164 

schooner 

175 

cutter 

68 

schooner 

312 

cutter 

48 

schooner 

248 

cutter 

122 

schooner 

91 

Owners 

Hon.  H.  Rowley... 

Le  M.  Thomas,  Esq.... 
Lord  Londesborough... 

Earl  of  Gifford. , 

T.  Chamberlayne,  Esq 

Duke  of  Rutland 

\V.  Curling,  Esq , 

F.  R.  Magenis,  Esq...., 

Earl  of  Wilton 

Sir  P.  Shelley , 

J.  Weld,  Esq 

J.  Houldsworth,  Esq... 
&  S.  Barry,  Esq 


Areaoffaflt 
bq  Fe«t 


6.296 
3,645 
4,115 
4.193 
5.894 
5  789 
8,086 
4,301 
8,677 
3,932 
8,891 
5,941 
4,477 


Neyer  were  thirteen  vessels  of  that  nze  seen  in  a  match  be&re, 
averaging  133  tons.  The  Sailing  Committee  fearing  that  the  course 
from  Cowes  would  he  too  long,  determined  to  start  the  vessels  from  near 
the  Nah,  and  as  laying  down  moorings  at  sea  would  not  he  easy,  the 
vessels  were  first  to  start  from  near  the  Princessa;  this  phm  was  changed 
and  they  were  to  form  a  line  in  a  S.S.E.  line  from  the  Culver  Cliff,  and 
then  to  start  hy  signal  with  their  sails  down ;  and  Captain  Ponsonby 
undertook  the  arduous  office  of  starting  them.  For  this  purpose  he  placed 
himself  on  hoard  Mr.  Gee^s  little  steamer,  the  Chesapeake— lent  to  the 
cluh  for  the  occasion— and  soon  after  five  o'clock  a.m.  proceeded  to  St. 
Helen's  where  most  of  the  vessels  had  been  anchored  fbr  the  night,  in 
order  to  communicate  to  them  the  change  of  plan.  The  Zara,  however 
was  already  oflF,  not  aware  of  the  change;  but  the  other  vessels  followed 
the  steamer  in  order  towards  the  Culver  Cliff,  Claymore  leading,  the  rest 
following  in  order,  then  turned  and  ran  down  under  bare  poles  or  a  stay- 
sail to  the  S.S.E.  till  they  reached  something  like  their  stations,  but  there 
was  great  disorder  and  confusion.  Zara  on  being  informed  of  the  change 
came  up  to  take  her  place  but  having  to  lower  her  sails  in  a  hurry  shot 
ahead.  Alarm,  Julia,  and  Columbine,  who  as  the  wind  blew,  were  to 
wmdward,  did  not  seem  inclined  to  take  their  stations;  there  was,  how* 
ever  a  tolerable  line  formed,  and  as  it  was  now  7h.  30m.  and  an  hour  and 
more  had  been  cut  to  waste,  the  signal  to  start  was  given,  but  the  gun  was 
very  imperfectly  heard  by  several,  Alarm  particularly.  There  was  a  strong 
breeze,  nearly  due  west,  with  a  bright  sun,  and  a  magnificent  sight  it  was 
to  see  these  thirteen  noble  vessels  hoist  their  sails  and  start  off.  Zara  and 
Ursulinehad  an  excellent  start,  Alarm,  Julia,  and  Columbine  a  very  bad 
one,  Claymore  being  all  to  leeward,  was  also  badly  placed.  There  was  so 
much  wind  that  Shark  had  a  reef  down,  Arrow  a  reef  down  and  a  jib- 
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headed  topsail  5  Claymore  and  Alarm  carried  whole  saik,  and  Alarm  tried 
to  set  her  fore-topsail,  but  having  carried  away  the  sheet  gave  it  up. 
Ursuline  carried  whole  sails.  For  fear  of  the  wind  shortening,  all  the 
▼essels  lay  nearly  close  hauled,  which  put  them  about  a  point  to  wind- 
ward of  their  course,  and  Columbine,  with  very  good  judgment,  kept 
still  more  to  windward,  trusting  to  the  chapter  of  accidents  and  to  a  shift 
of  wind.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  head  sea  on,  as  it  had  blown  harder 
in  the  night  from  the  8.W.  As  soon  as  the  vessels  got  fairly  off  Zara 
had  a  good  lead.  Claymore  and  Shark  next,  and  Alarm  soon  came  up  to 
Claymore  and  Shark,  but  was  more  than  an  hour  before  she  could 
get  by  them,  the  Shark  showing  nearly  as  much  sul  as  the  Alarm, 
and  stopping  her.  Having  at  length  shaken  them  off,  and  the  wind 
being  rather  lighter  and  sea  less,  the  Alarm  began  to  gain  fast  on  the 
Zara,  and  passed  her  to  windward  about  30  miles  from  Cherbourg.  The 
wind  now  freed  a  point  and  the  vessels  feeling  safe  bore  away  a  point, 
set  their  gaff-topsails,  shook  out  reefs,  and  flew  along  at  a  tremendous 
pace,  Shark  now  passing  Claymore.  They  entered  the  west  end  of  the 
Cherbourg  breakwater  about  half  an  hour  after  the  Queen  and  her 
squadron  had  left  it,  and  rounded  Mr.  Frankland's  Eugenie,  which  was 
stationed  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  inside  the  breakwater  as  follows: — 


h.  m.  s. 

Julia 1  65  0 

MIdx 2    3  0 

Columbine 2  12  0 

Resolution 2  16  0 

Aurora;..... 2  20  0 


h.  m.  8. 

Alarm. 1  10  10 

Zara 1  20  30 

Shark 1  33  20 

Claymore.. 1  84  10 

Arrow 1  42    0. 

Ur8ulin& 1  51     0  j 

Extravaganza  and  Fair  Rosamond  came  in  afterwards.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  Ursuline,  being  not  quite  41m.  behind  the  Alarm,  and  17m. 
behind  the  Claymore,  and  having  to  receive  48^m.  from  the  Alarm,  and 
19^m.  from  the  Claymore,  was  the  winner;  Claymore  was  also  within 
her  time  of  the  Alarm,  and  having  run  over  the  60  knots,  or  70  miles, 
in  very  little  more  than  five  hours  and  a  half,  or  at  the  rate  of  12^  miles 
an  hour,  with  which  many  steamers  could  not  keep  up.  This  pace  told 
of  course  fearfully  in  favour  of  time,  for  the  Alarm  must  have  beaten  the 
Ursuline  at  least  seven  miles  in  the  run  of  70.  The  Ursuline  had  also 
all  the  advantage  of  the  measurement,  as  she  could  set  her  whole  sail, 
whilst  the  others  could  not,  and  though  there  has  been  much  grumbling 
at  the  result,  we  are  by  no  means  sorry  to  see  the  snug-rigged  and 
comfortable  yacht  prove  a  winner. 
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Rt0B  88  uffii»l  .was  ft]|U  of  cwppanj  .to  witness  the  acpuctic  sports,  «ad 
'' tbe  especial  correspoodeat  *'  sajs,  <*  The  return  of  the  yaohts  fiDom 
Cherbourg  and  the  <x>Qgrogating  of  a  fleiet  of  pleasojce  Tessels  reminded 
vs  <tf  days  pf  yore,  iooreased  by  the  men-of-war  at  Spithead,  grinniiig 
their  teetl^  biddii^defianjoe  to  any  foe  who  might  rentore  to  the  n^gh- 
bonrhood*  $2very  yacht  frpm  8  a.|n.  displayed  its  quantnm  of  biintiiig 
of  every  siae  apd  oolqmr*  The  Commodore's  ship^  the  BriUiant»  the 
Vloe-Commodore's  oatter,  the  Arrow,  and  several  other  yachts  were 
diessed  alow  and  alofk  m  their  holiday  attire,  as  was  also  the  case  with 
the  club-house  semaphore.  This  display  afloat  gave  an  animated  ap- 
pearance by  day,  and  the  late  Admiralty  reguhitions  in  regard  to  Ugfats 
reminded  as  of  a  substantial  illumination  throughout  the  night.  The 
Royal  Pier  also  displayed  its  various  colours,  flsgs,  and  bannet%  all 
which  added  to  the  attraction.  At  one  .period  on  Friday  afternoon, 
there  were  not  less  than  2,000  persons  assembled  thereon. 

The  (»ogramme  announced  Thjiraday,  Aug.  I2tb»  as  the  first  day  of 
ihe  regatta,  but  firom  some  unknown  cause  the  day  .proved  a  blank. 

Friday^  Aug.  13feh. — The  weather  was  most  delightful,  and  the  after- 
noon was  devoted  to  races  principally  between  yachts'  crew. 

The  flrst  race  was  by  yachts'  four*oared  gigs,  belonging  to  a  njal 
yacht  club.  First  prises  £4,  second  £2  10s.,  third  dOs.,  fourth  20e. 
The  following  (named  after  the  yachts  to  which  they  belong)  started— 
Cissy,  looe^  Irene,  Gipsy  <lueen,  and  Eclipse.  In  this  race  nothing 
could  excel  the  manner  in  which  the  crew  of  the  Cissy  handled  their  oar8» 
fully  maintaining  the  character  they  earned  at  Cherbourg.  The  Irene 
and  Gipsy  Queen  fouled  each  other  at  the  start,  and  the  latter'sjmdder 
was  unshipped,  which  placed  her  in  the  awkward  pontton  she  was  found; 
the  Irene  was  disqualified  from  participating  in  the  prize.  This  led  to 
a  splendid  private  match  between  the  crews  of  these  two  boats,  after  the 
termination  of  the  matches  in  the  programme.  The  EScHpse  did  not 
start.  The  course  was,  as  usual,  from  the  station-vessel  to  round  a  boat 
off  Apply,  thence  passing  under  the  pier  round  a  boat  to  the  westward 
and  home:  twice  round.     They  came  in  as  we  have  placed  them. 

The  Second  race  was  for  yachts'  pair-oared  boats,  which  was  won  by 
the  Vesper  beating  Brilliant  and  Gipsy  Queen. 

Third  race  was  between  the  following  dinghies,  rowed  by  two  men, 
for  five  prizes,— Eliira  25s.,  Blue  Belle  20b.,  Vesper  168.,  Pet  lOto.,  Za- 
leika  6s.,  beating  Brilliant|  Wanderer,  Arrow,  Amaioo,  and  Eclipse  afker 
a  very  spirited  i^use. 
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The  fourth  race  was  yachts'  four-oared  gigs,  beloDging  to  the  Royal 
Victoria  Yacht  Club.  The  Cissy  received  the  first  prize  £4,  beatiug 
Irene  and  Arrow* 

Fifth  race  was  for  £5  between  yachts'  life-boats,  which  was  won  by 
Sultana  beating  the  Constance  and  Brilliant 

Sixth  race  was  won  by  Vespez^s  dinghy,  beatiog   Brilliant  and  Sun- 


A  sculling  match  and  a  duck  hunt  followed. 

These  races  concluded  the  sports  of  the  day.  In  the  eyening  the 
■anoal  dinner  of  the  members  of  the  club  took  place  at  the  Club  House^ 
Commodore  Ackers  presided,  faced  by  the  Vice-Commodore,  and  support- 
ed by  a  noUe  8la£El  The  dinner  comprised  every  delicacy  of  the  season. 
AfWr  the  usual  loyal  toasts  of  '<The  Patroness  and  Patron  of  the  Club" 
were  drunk,  as  well  as  '*The  rest  of  the  Royal  Family,"  the  Commodore 
gave  «<The  Health  of  HJ.M.  the  Emperor  of  the  French,"  and  adverted 
to  the  honour  the  Emperor  had  conferred  on  the  club  by  becoming  one 
of  its  patrons,  as  also  to  thank  lum  for  his  benevolent  feeling  and  libe- 
rality toward  the  man  Harbour,  who  lost  his  arm  last  season  whilst 
saluting  the  Emperor  and  EmpnBB  en  passani  from  Osborne. 

Saiurdaif  Aug,  14th.— -According  to  official  programme,  two  matches 
were  appointed  to  tdce  place,  via.  first,  for  a  silver  tankard,  presented 
hj  Thomas  Broadwood,  Esq.  which  was  open  to  all  schooners  belongmg 
to  the  KV.Y.C.;  twice  round  the  R.V.Y.C.  Coarse;  time  half  Ackers's 
scale;  to  start  at  lOh.  30m.  a.m.,  for  whwh  were  entered: — 

Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Universal  Yaeht  List/or  1858. 


No.                TachtB*  NuBOS. 

Elg. 

Tons 

OwndrSt 

984'ye8per 

schooner 
schooner 
schooner 

S2 
56 
83 

W.  H.  ?.  Weston,  Eaq. 

1087!  Wildfire 

J.  Turner-Turner,  Esq. 

609  Maria 

A.  H.  DsrenportyEsq. 

And,  secondly  for  a  club  prise,  £oO,  open  to  all  cutters  belonging  to 
R.V.T.C. ;  to  start  also  at  lOh.  80m.  a.m. ;  twice  round  the  R.V. Y.C. 
Course,  that  is,  from  Ryde  to  the  eastward,  round  the  Nah,  thence  re- 
turning to  the  westward  to  round  the  west  buoy  of  the  Middle,  and  back 
to  the  Ryde  Pier,  passing  between  that  and  the  Commodore's  ship 
Brilliant.  For  divers  canses  unknown,  the  flbt  match  did  not  come  o£P, 
it  is  evident  that  every  one  was  afraid  of  the  Wildfire;  in  fact,  her  very 
■character  and  appearance  equal  to  that  of  the  Lulworth,  are  sufficient  to 
•strike  tenor  among  those  of  the  age  gone  by ;  the  Vesper,  although 
entered,  required  half  a  n|aute  per  ton,  which  the  Wildfire  would  not 
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gire  to  her — a  dtiference  of  12  minutee  is  eertmnly  T817  nradi^  bat  wbich 
under  certain  weather  might  be  gireo*  When  shall  we  have  a  scale  fcr 
different  winds,  weather,  and  tonnage,  which  will  please  every  one  ?  It 
appeared  also  that  6d.  per  ton  entrance  money  was  much  objected  to. 
Moreoyer,  in  this  intended  race  jachts  were  permitted  to  carry  all  kinds 
of  sails,  and  were  unlimited  in  the  number  of  hands;  in  erery  other 
respect  to  be  subject  to  the  sailing  rules  of  the  club.  Notwithstand-^ 
ing  all  this  desire  to  please  every  one,  the  race  did  not  eorae  off.  The 
amusement  of  the  day  was  therefore  confined  to  the  Club  Prise  of 
£50,  for  which  the  following  entries  were  at  their  respective  statioiis^ 
viz.  Arrow  being  nearest  the  pier:— > 

Nwmbend  m  m  Himf «  Dniotnal  Yaekt  hut  for  1858. 


No.          TMhls'NiuiNg. 

ws. 

Ton. 

Oniiwa. 

catter 
cutter 
catter 

102 
58 
48 

T.  CbamberlajBe,  Esq. 
T  Brassey,  Es^. 
J.  H.  Johnson,  Bsq. 

S05Qymba.M 

46  Amazon 

Course  and  time  the  same  as  for  the  sehooner^s  matdi,  vii»  B.Y.Y.C 
course  and  half  Ackers's  scale.  The  wind  and  weathor  were  anything 
but  auspicious;  the  former  was  baffling  and  inclining  to  calm,  the  latter 
very  threatening,  and  in  the  afternoon  rendered  everything  truly  deplor- 
able; a  deluge  of  rain  noanred  all  gratification,  and  the  pier  was  Uterally 
abandoned.  In  the  mormng  the  white  flag  at  the  ibre  indicated  the 
course  to  be  first  to  the  eastward,  and  at  lOh.  25m.  the  preparatory  flag 
was  hoisted  at  the  mizen,  and  a  gun  fired  to  denote  the  same;  at  iOh. 
dOm.  another  gun  announced  the  start.  Light  airs  from  the  eastward. 
The  Arrow,  from  the  joint  situatbn  of  the  wind  and  station,  became  the 
windward  yacht;  the  whole  of  them  were  soon  under  way,  the  Arrcvw 
canted  to  the  northward*  The  Amazon  from  her  position — ^half  over  to 
the  Spit— took  the  lead,  followed  by  the  Cymba  and  Arrow.  Af^r 
making  a  reach  over  to  die  Bay,  there  came  a  slight  breen  from  N.W.; 
Amazon  then  set  her  gaff-topsail,  and  led  through  Spithead,  and  in  a 
minute  or  two  crawled  out  on  the  Arrow's  weather.  At  lOh.  Zlmu  the 
whole  had  their  gaff-topsails  set;  agab  there  was  a  light  easterly  air. 
Arrow  appeared  to  catch  a  flaw,  with  which  she  weatiiered  the  Amsaop^ 
which  latter  now  broke  off.  lOh.  45m.,  Amaaon  tacked  and  shifted 
her  jib  for  a  ballooner.  At  lOh*  50m.  Amaaon  seemed  to  walk  awaj 
with  the  breeze,  and  lead  by  a  considerable  distaooe  towards  the  Sand* 
heads,  followed  by  the  Arrow  and  Cymba,  about  seven  minutes  asleni. 
Amazon  off  the  Saodheads  set  her  baUoon  topsail,  and  at  1  Ik  8aa. 
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passed  the  booy,  appaientlj  having  it  all  her  own  way.  At  1  Ih.  26m.  we 
deecried  her  off  the  Noman,  leadbg  by  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile. 
The  weather*  hitherto^  had  been  very  ha^  and  gloomy,  with  oyerhang- 
ing  cloudsy  which  now  broke  in  copious  raiu.  At  noon  there  was  a  total 
•elipse  of  ererytiaing  in  the  offing,  not  prognosticated  by  the  weather- 
wiee.  We  prooeeded  along  the  shore  as  far  as  the  point  at  Spring  Yale, 
but  darkness  was  still  on  the  waters.  From  the  paucity  of  wind,  and 
the  weather  ioui  ememble^  it  was  the  general  impression  that  the  yachts 
wotdd  be  precluded  firom  accomplishing  die  foorse  before  sooset,  accord- 
ing to  the  sailing  regulations;  we  therefore  retreated  for  shelter.  Shortly 
nfterwards  a  breeae  sprang  up  from  the  north-west,  which  altered  the 
position  of  the  vessels;  and  we  obsenred  the  Arrow  on  her  return,  leading 
the  Amaaon  and  Cymba  by  a  oonuderable  distance.  The  Arrow  passed 
the  pier  on  her  course  to  the  westward  about  two  p.m.,  being  then  about 
one  mile  to  windward  of  the  others.  On  the  return  of  the  yachts  to 
Ryde,  the  first  round  of  the  course  was  completed  as  follows  s — 

h.  m.  s.  I                        h.    m.    s.  I  h.    m.    s. 

Arrow ^  3    48  10  |  Amazon...... ..4    1    S4  {  Qymba 4    10    &6 

The  leading  yacht  being  over  and  above  the  time  she  had  to  give  to 
the  others,  vis.,  to  Amaaon  12m.,  and  to  Cymba  9m.  47s.  The  wind 
now  appeared  settled  in  the  north-west,  light  breese  and  rain;  away 
they  went  with  flowing  sheets  for  the  Nab.  Owing  to  the  thick  weather 
it  was  difficult  to  time  their  passing  the  light  vessel  with  any  degree  of 
accuracy,  in  fact  they  were  at  times  obscured  from  the  land.  On  their 
return  up  the  east  Channel  they  had  a  beating  wind  and  strong  tide 
against  them,  and  it  was  still  more  doubtful  whether  the  match  would 
be  terminated  that  evening.  As  the  yachts  approached,  the  Commodore 
hoisted  a  signal  at  the  miaenmaat  head— the  recal  flag — to  close  the 
race,  and  the  yachts,  as  they  approached,  passed  outside  the  commodore, 
and  jibed  round  her,  and  returned  to  the  goal  as  follows:-* 

h.  m.  8.  I                           h.  m.  s.  I  h.  m.  s. 

Arrow. 7    9    5  |  Amaaon 7  41  IS  |  Cymba 7  45  43 

The  Arrow,  allowing  the  time  we  have  stated,  stUl  was  declared  the 
winner  of  the  race  by  20m.  3s.  over  the  Amazon,  and  27m.  20s.  over 
the  Cymba.  Thus  terminated  a  very  unsatisfactory  race  to  the  evident 
mortification  of  many  persons  who  inferred  that  the  regulations  would 
be  strictly  complied  with.  The  laws  of  the  Modes  and  Persians  do  not» 
it  appears,  exist  here.  The  priae  has  since  been  awarded  to  the  **01d 
Arrow,"  who  still  maintains  her  superiority  over  those  of  her  cUss. 
During  the  evening  there  was  some  talk,  as  usual,  of  a  protest  against 
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the  early  termination  of  die  course,  bat  the  Arrow  was  so  far  in  adiranea 
that  we  think  the  Commodore  acted  very  judiciously  in  awarding  die 
prize  to  her;  in  short,  the  others  had  not  the  least  chance  <rf  suooeas  even 
had  the  race  been  prolonged  or  pos^ned  to  another  day. 

Monday,  Aug.  16th.— A  Piece  of  Plate,  value  £100,  presented  by 
J.  Turner-Turner,  Esq.,  open  to  railing  vessels  of  every  class  and  tonni^, 
the  property  of  members  of  any  royal  or  national  yacht  dub,  without 
any  restriction  on  the  sailing  powers  of  the  competing  vessels.  Time 
race,  half  Ackers'  scale  ;R.y.Y.C.  course. 

Numbered  as  in  ffunte  Yaehi  Lulfor  1858. 


No. 


Tochto*  Names. 


Rig. 


Tons. 


Owners. 


63  Arrow 

984  Vesper « 

918  Surge 

205  Cymba 

594  Luiworth^ 

835  Santa  Catharina.^.. 

26  Amazon 

970  Vampire 

804RaraAyi8. 

659  Mosquito 

1035  Violet 


cutter 

schooner 

cutter 

cutter 

cutter 

schooner 

cutter 

cutter 

schooner 

cutter 

cutter 


102 
32 
60 
53 
80 
72 
46 
18 
25 
50 
40 


T.  Chamberlayne,  Esq. 
W.  H.  P.  Weston,  Esq. 
G.  J.  Couper,  Esq. 
T.  Brassy,  Esq. 
J.  Weld,  Esq. 
C.  Appleyard,  Esq. 
J.  H.  Johnson,  Esq. 
C.  Wheeler,  Esq 
E.  J.  Otwaj,  Esq. 
T.  Groves,  Esq. 
J.  R.  Eirbj,  Esq. 


AlsOy  a  Prize  of  £50,  to  all  schooners  belonging  to  the  club;  R.y.Y.C. 
Course.  A  Prize  of  £10  will  be  given  in  this  race  to  the  second  vessel, 
providing  three  complete  the  course.  N.B.  No  extra  hands;  no  balloon 
sails;  but  vesseb  to  be  sailed  in  the  manner  they  usually  are,  in  sea-goui^ 
trim. 

Numbered  ae  m  Hunte  Yacht  Li»t,for  1858. 


Ho. 

Yachts'  Names. 

HIg. 

Tom. 

Owners. 

173 

Constance ^, 

schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 

255 

109 
64 
208 
130 
105 

J.  Tnmcr-Tnmer,  Esq. 
Capt.  C.  Thellusson 
R.  G.  I>uff,  Esq. 
J.E.W.Kolls.fisq. 
H.  0,  Bose,  Esq. 
Sir  Gilbert  East,  Bart. 

412 

Georgiana 

805 

Rattlesnake..!...... 

73 

Beatrice , 

290 

Esmeralda 

273 

iLiia  •.....•.....>........•........ 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  programmes  that  two  races  were  appointed 
to  come  off  this  day  (Monday).  The  weather  on  the  occasion  was  very 
favourable,  the  flying  scud  overhead  prophecied  a  continuance  of  a  firesh 
breeze  from  the  southward  and  westward,  which  may  be  termed  a 
'^soldier^s  wind''  in  the  locality,  and  as  a  matter  of  course  would  allow 
the  vessels  to  go  out  and  home  on  separate  tacks,  without  affording  any 
opportunity  to  test  the  relative  qualities  of  the  yachts  in  working  to 
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windward.  The  roadstead  looked  as  animated  aa  oo  Friday,  and  if  any 
disappointment  had  been  manifested  during  the  previous  days,  either  by 
ihe  non-entries  or  the  sailing  on  Saturday,  ample  amends  were  made  on 
the  present  occasion.  The  Royal  Pier  was  again  crowded  with  fashion- 
ables, the  yachts  displayed  their  bunting,  and  all  was  animation  and 
excitement. 

At  I  Oh.  dOm.  a.m.  the  starting  gun  was  fired,  and  the  white  ensign 
at  tlie  fore  denoted  the  course  to  the  eastward,  and  not  to  the  westward, 
as  some  of  the  landlubbers  have  described  it.  The  Rara  Aris  was  the 
first  to  get  away,  and  took  a  considerable  lead.  Arrow  had  a  good  start 
also^  and  soon  drew  out  of  the  cluster.  The  Lulworth  seemed  to  be 
bothered  by  something  or  other.  Within  five  minutes  afterwards  the 
whole  of  the  yachts  were  fairly  under  way  and  in  tolerable  order  to  denote 
their  respective  positions  with  accuracy.  The  Aitow  was  the  first  to 
set  her  gaff-topsail,  and  was  walking  away,  followed  by  the  Mosquito 
and  Surge,  abreast  of  each  other.  Lulworth  had  now  set  her  canvas 
and  was  soon  after  her  old  antagoinst,  but  was  a  long  while  making  snug 
alofit.  At  length  her  gaff  topsail  was  set,  like  a  cat  after  a  mouse  she 
appeared  to  notice  none  but  the  Arrow,  and  before  they  got  to  the 
Sandheads  there  was  a  shifting  of  places,  and  long  before  reaching  the 
second  berth.  The  wind  was  now  about  S.W.b.W.,  consequently  few 
points  of  interest  were  offered. 

In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  they  were  passing  the  Noman  and  were 
fast  approaching  the  blue  water,  from  hence  they  hauled  to  the  wind 
for  the  Nab,  which  they  rounded  in  the  following  time  and  order: — 

h.  m.  8  b.  m,  s. 

Arroir. 11  10  10  Cymba. 11  15  22 

Lulworth 11  11  21  Surge 11  16  20 

Moaqiiito« 11  12  20  Vesper. 11  21  42 

Amazon 11  14  10  Bara  Avis 11  24  21 

In  this  short  run  there  were  upwards  of  14  minutes  between  the  first 
and  last  yachts,  and  only  1  minute  and  1 1  seconds  between  the  Arrow 
and  Lulworth,  and  henceforth  the  contest  lay  belween  these  two  favour- 
ites. Having  rounded  the  Nab,  they  proceeded  on  their  return  to 
the  westward.  About  this  period,  1  Ih.  30m.,  the  schooner  match  was 
started  which  obliged  us  to  keep  our  weather  eye  open.  Of  this  race 
anon.  Returning  to  the  cutter  match,  we  timed  them  pasnng  the 
Noman  as  under: — 


h.    m    8. 

Arrow 11  26  60 

Lulworth 11  27  20 

Mosquito e 11  34  47 

Amason 11  37  12 


h.  m.  8. 

Surge 11  39  40 

Cymba 11  39  67 

Vesper 11  46  40 

Kara  Avis  11  49  25 
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They  still  kept  on  the  same  teek  for  the  westward,  and  passed  Ryde 
Pier  as  follows:— 


1l    m.    8. 

Arrow , 11  49  29 

Lulworth 11  49  43 

Mosquito^ 11  55  15 


h.    n.    a. 

Amazon ....-  11  57    0 

Surge 11  58  30 

Cymbs 11  59  25 


The  Rara  Avis  and  Vesper  ai^>eared  to  be  taking  it  easy,  and  as  there 
was  little  or  no  chance  for  them  to  alter  their  positions,  we  left  them  to 
their  fate.  It  was  evident  that  the  match  lay  between  the  Arrow  and 
the  Lulworth,  and  in  point  of  time  between  the  Amazon  and  Mosquito. 
It  was  almost  a  neck  and  neck  race  between  the  first  two  yachts— never 
was  observed  more  equal  sailing,  or  a  finer  sight  on  passing  the  piw. 
Apparently  there  was  barely  a  couple  of  lengths  between  the  Amazon 
and  Mosquito,  but  the  latter  would  not  allow  the  Surge  to  oome— as  in 
the  Irish  waters — and  completely  shook  off  acquaintance  with  her  Scotch 
antagonist,  as  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  the  time  stated.  The  yachts 
were  now  carrying  on  all  they  could  to  the  westward,  to  round  the  west 
buoy  of  the  Middle,  Lulworth  hugging  on  to  the  Arrow ;  but  the  old 
cutter  again  shook  her  off  and  passed  to  leeward  of  the  Laaarette,  leaving 
the  Lulworth  to  go  the  other  side  of  the  "Menalaus,"  All  eyes  and 
glasses  were  upon  them.  Never  was  observed  such  equality  of  sailing 
and  such  skilful  management  of  their  respective  skippers-^the  venerable 
Dyke  in  the  one  and  Mr.  John  in  the  other.  Had  they  been  lashed 
together  or  in  tow,  more  equal  distance  could  not  have  been  nuuntuned. 
On  nearing  the  Middle  Buoy  the  Lulworth  tacked  on  the  Anx>w^s 
weatner,  and  appeared  to  us  to  gain  a  slight  advantage,  but  at  about 
12h.  22m.  they  both  rounded  the  mark  nearly  together,  the  Arrow  still 
the  leading  vessel  From  hence  it  was  '^eep  her  away,**  and  with  sheete 
eased  off  they  came  foaming  along  amid  a  host  of  yachts  in  company, 
and  completed  the  first  round  of  the  course  by  passing  the  head  of  the 
pier  as  under:— 

h.   m.   8.  h.   m.   s. 

Arrow.. 12  41  18  Amazon »,., is  51  50 

Lulworth 12  41  35  Surge 12  52  40 

Mosquito 12  48  48  Cymt>a 12  55  40 

After  passing  Byde  the  yachts  pursued  their  course  for  the  second 
round  in  similar  order  and  distance,  until  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Neman, 
when  the  wind  westered  a  trifle,  and  here  a  beautiful  manoeuvre  waa 
effected.  The  Lulworth  shifted  her  topsail,  and  seemed  to  go  better, 
with  less  pressure  on  her.  She  now  luffed  on  the  Arrow^s  weather,  aod 
taking  the  wind  out  of  her  sails  succeeded  in  passing  her,  and  now  be- 
came the  leading  vessel  for  the  first  time  in  the  match,  and  which  position 
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h.  m.   i. 

Lnlworth I  22    5 

Arrow. 1  22  HO 

KcMqnito 1  31  57 

I  85    4 


•he  maintaaned  throughoat.     As  few  obsenrations  are  found  to  be  ne- 

cessary  beyond  what  we  haTe  already  stated  ia  sailing  the  first  round 

of  the  course,  a  soldier's  wind  still  prenuling,  we  have,  therefore,  only 

to  give  the  Greenwich  mean  time  of  the  several  yachts  on  passing  the 

various  marks  in  tiie  seoond  round  of  the  coaisey  namely:— 

h.  m.  s. 

Sarge. - 1  38    8 

Cyraba 1  42    0 

Vesper. „ 1  54  S5 

Bars  Avis ^ gave  up. 

On  their  return  they  passed  the  Noman  as  fbllows^  hanliogtiMirwind 
in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  previous  round: — 

h«  m.  s.  h«  m.  b, 

Lnlworth 1  42  20    Surge 1  59  32 

Arroir. I  43  17    Cjmba 2    6    9 

ICoMiaito. 1  53  59    Vesper ^....  2  16  16 

Amazon.. 1  56  85 

The  Lulworth  continued  to  gain,  thot^  slightly,  oo  the  Arrow,  and 
on  their  return  to  the  westward  th^  passed  the  pier  as  Mlows:^ — 

I  h.  m.  f. 

i  AmaiQQ. 2  13  50 

I  Surge 2  16  53 

I  Cjmbs 2  23    0 


n.  m.  8. 

liolworth.^ 1  58  17 

Arrow 1  59  45 

Mosquito. , 2  11  10 

There  was  now  Im.  288.  difference  between  the  two  leading  yachts, 
which  we  note  to  show  the  equality  of  saifing  over  such  a  lengthened 
course^  forty  miles  of  which  had  now  been  completed.  On  contmuing 
the  remainder  of  the  course  to  the  westward,  the  wind  slightly  dropped, 
and  the  Lulworth  rounded  the  middle  buoy  only  Im.  308.  in  advance. 
The  remainder  of  the  course  was  pursued  in  a  similar  order  as  in  the 
previous  rounds,  the  yachts  arriving  at  the  goal  as  under: — 


m. 
47 


h. 
2 


m.    s. 
49     22 


h.  m.  8. 
Mosquito 3    4  40 


Lulworth 2    47    45  I  Arrow.. 

The  Lulworth  being  declared  the  winner  by  Im.  878.,  independent  of 
the  time  the  Arrow  had  to  allow  her,  viz.  3m.  Ss,  The  other  yachts  did 
not  time,  owing  to  their  being  dktanced.  The  following  is  the  time 
they  severally  had  to  receive  from  Arrow,  vis:— lllosquito  10m.  40s. 
Amaion  12m.,  Cymba  9m.  478.,  Surge  10m.  40s. 

Thus  terminated  a  veiy  interesting  match,  during  which  it  ufae  evi- 
dent that  the  Lulworth  ii  the  fastest  cutter,  and  unless  there  is  a  rattlbg 
breeze  there  is  littie  chance  for  the  Arrow,  wUeh  vessel  be  it  understood 
sails  under  her  usual  canvas. 

We  now  turn  to  the  schooner  race,  for  which  the  Beatrice,  208  tons, 
J.  E.  W.  Rolls,  Esq.,  and  the  Esmeralda,  129  tons,  H.  Ormsby  Rose, 


408 


hunt's  yachting  magazine. 


Esq.,  were  entered  bat  did  not  start  At  llh.  30m.  the  signal  gun  ms 
firedy  and  in  an  instant  the  Constance  let  fall  her  topsail  and  top-gallaot 
sul,  sheeted  home,  and  was  away.  Rattlesnake,  however,  took  the  lead, 
followed  by  Georgiana,  Constance,  and  £lla.  Constance  having  the 
weathennost  position,  with  great  speed  managed  to  get  her  hag«  canvas 
sett  and  in  five  minutes  afterwards  she  had  passed  her  opponents,  bowl- 
ing along  at  a  tremendous  pace.  Off  the  Saudheads  the  Ella  passed  Uie 
Georgiana  to  leeward,  followed  by  the  Rattlesnake,  and  they  severally 
rounded  the  buoy  at  the  Nab  in  the  subjoined  ordery  and  on  the  return 
the  Noman  was  passed  in  the  following  time:*- 


Constance... 

EUa 

Georgiana  ... 
Battlcsnako 


NiU, 

.  Noma*. 

h. 

m. 

8. 

h.  m.  8. 

12 

13 

45 

12  34  45 

12 

16 

20 

12  38  30 

12 

19 

36 

12  42  57 

12 

24 

9 

12  47  32 

Constance  it  will  be  seen  had  gained  a  minute  on  the  Ella,  and  con- 
siderably ahead  of  the  others,  and  as  no  time  was  to  be  allowed  between 
the  larger  and  smaller  yachts,  the  Constance,  barring  mishaps,  stood  well 
to  win.  In  this  order  they  successively  passed  Ryde  pier,  and  the  west 
buoy  of  the  Middle,  which  having  aocomplbhed  they  returned,  and  com- 
pleted the  first  round  in  the  following  time: — 

h.  m.  8. 1  h.  m.  8. 

Constance 1  38  50  I  Oeorgiana. 2   2    0 

EUa 1  47  45  I  Rattlesnake 2    4  45 

On,  on  they  rushed  for  the  second  heat,  and  without  any  alteration, 
except  the  retirement  of  the  Rattiesnake  from  the  contest,  thej  rounded 
as  follows:— 


Nab, 

yamam. 

h.  m. 

8. 

h.  m.  8. 

2  24 

57 

2  45  20 

2  31 

50 

2  53  50 

2  44 

13 

3   9   7 

Constance. 

Ella 

Georgiana 

During  the  return  from  the  westward  the  Constance  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  carry  away  her  jib-boom,  which,  had  such  occurred  in  a  prior 
part  of  the  race  would  hare  seriously  checked  her,  and  perhaps  lost  her 
the  race:  they  however  finished  as  under: — 


Constance. 


h.  m.  8. 1 

3    53  42    EIUl... 


h.  nu  s. 

..4    4  16 


Constance  was  hailed  the  winner  with  10m.  34m.  to  spare.  TWe 
was  some  protests  however  entered  against  her,  which  (he  Commodcffe 
over-ruled. 
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The  clab  ball  took  place  in  the  evening,  which  was  very  namerouslj 
and  fashionably  attended. 

The  regatta  on  the  whole  passed  off  pretty  weU,  but  it  would  have 
afforded  more  pleasure  if  the  yachts  which  entered  on  Thursday  had 
not  withdrawn.  It  is  a  folly  to  suppose  that  the  Wildfire  is  invulner- 
blcj,  as  on  looking  at  her  performances  this  year  it  is  erident  she  can  be 


ROYAL  WESTERN  YACHT  CLUB  (ENGLAND)  REGATTA. 

UiTDEB  the  auspices  of  this  excellent  club,  the  inhabitants  of  Plymouth, 
and  the  surrounding  districts  were  assembled  to  witness  the  seamanship 
of  the  crews  belonging  to  the  Pleasure  Navy;  and  by  the  exertions  of 
the  Committee,  (Rear-Admiral  Kingcombe,  Major  Russell,  Captain 
Stewart,  R.  M.  Dunn,  Esq.,  yacht  Flora;  J.  C.  Thierens,  Esq.,  and  A. 
Tracy,  Esq.)  the  proceedings  were  carried  through  with  satisfaction; 
although  it  appears  some  yacht  owners  evinced  a  spirit  hostile  to  fiur  play, 
by  anchoring  their  vessels  direct  in  the  course  appointed  to  be  sailed. 
Where  conduct  against  all  principles  of  good  order  is  persisted  in  there 
ought  not  to  be  the  least  scruple  in  *'  showing  up  "  the  names  of  parties 
so  offending,  and  if  we  had  been  fumbhed  with  them  at  the  time  they 
should  have  been  inserted  herein.  We  have  not  the  remotest  idea  who 
the  parties  are,  and  cannot  imagine.  We  have  a  list  of  yachts  that 
were  present,  but  cannot  select  therefrom  any  one  who  would  wilfully 
disregard  the  requests  of  gentlemen  who,  at  much  personal  inconveni- 
ence undertake  the  management  of  a  regatta. 

The  committte  had  been  indefatigable  and  persevering  to  obtain  sub- 
scriptions to  enable  them  to  offer  liberal  prizes,  and  they  were  very  suc- 
cessful, haring  in  addition  received  from  Her  Majesty  a  cup  of  the  value 
of  £100.  Some  years  ago  this  gift  was  annually  presented  to  the  club, 
but  from  some  cause  it  was  withdrawn.  However  we  hope  it  will  once 
more  become  one  of  the  royalties  of  the  club. 

Wednesday^  Aug.  25th. — The  morning  broke  propitious  with  a  good 
breeze  from  N.N.W.  which  continued  with  slight  intermission  through- 
out the  day.  The  thousands  assembled  on  land  and  sea  seemed  to  take 
great  interest  in  the  sports.  

The  first  prize  offered  for  competition  was  the  Members'  Plate,  value 
fifty  sovereigns  for  schooners,  which  it  appears  did  not  come  off  for  the 
following  reason — the  only  entry  being  the  Wildfire,  and  she  seemed  to 
be  a  terror  to  others.     Mr.  Turner  offered  to  sail  her  against  the  Ella, 
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at  a  quarter  of  Ackers'  scale;  against  the  Alarm  at  half  the  scale,  or  aoj 
schooner  in  port  of  larger  tonnage  without  any  time,  v^d  to  g^ye  hilf 
Ackers'  time  to  any  schooner  of  less  tonnage.  Not  one  accepted  thii 
spirited  offer,  therefore  the  prize  remains  on  hand. 

The  first  race  was  for  the  Cluh  Plate,  yalue  fifty  sovereigns  for  eattere 
of  20  tons  and  upwards,  belonging  to  any  royal  yacht  club;  four  to  stui 
or  no  race.     The  entries  ^ere:— - 


No. 


Names  of  TMhts, 

Mosquito. 

Secret 

Surge.. , 

Violet. 


»lg. 


Ton. 


Ownen. 


659 

849 

918 

1088 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


50 
30 
AG 
40 


T.  Grores,  Esq. 
H.  J.  Waring,  Esq, 
O.  T.  Couper,  Ssq. 
J.  R.  Kirby,  Esq. 


The  start  was  effected  at  1 1  a.m.,  the  Secret  dashing  off  with  the 
lead,  followed  closely  by  Mosquito  second,  Violet  third,  Surge  some  two 
minutes  behind,  in  consequence  of  fouling  her  moorings,  but  this  she  re- 
duced some  seconds  'ere  she  passed  the  mark-boat  at  Penlee  Point,  where 
Mosquito  collared  Secret  and  rounded  with  her;  Violet  being  40  seoonds 
behind  them.  Soon  after  rounding  Mosquito  shot  ahead  of  Secret,  and 
ihe  Surge  went  sweeping  past  the  Violet, — ^the  first  round  finished  thus: 


Mosquito 12  65  35 

Secret IS  59  25 


h.  m.  s. 

Surge ]     I    SO 

Violet ISO 


The  beautiful  display  of  seamanship  by  each  crew  elicited  loud  and 
frequent  cheers  from  the  thousands  assembled.  Away  they  flew  again. 
Mosquito  straining  every  rope  and  spar  to  leave  her  opponents  behind, 
but  the  pretty  Secret  pursued  her  with  admirable  pluck,  and  appeared  to 
be  gaining  on  her  fast,  when  after  passing  Penlee  Point  to  the  deep  re- 
gret of  all  away  went  her  bowsprit,  thus  rendering  her  frirther  attempts 
impossible.  The  Violet,  which  had  been  losing  ground  shortly  after- 
wards gave  up,  thereby  leaving  the  contest  to  the  ** fifties!  "  The  Suge 
strove  hard  to  overhaul  *<  the  veteran,'*  but  could  not  come  within  hail 
of  her,  and  each  round  finished  thus:— 


Mosquito... 
Surge 


Sucsad  Round, 
h.    m.    8. 
2    28     18 
2     50      0 


Third  Round. 
h«    m.    8. 
4    23    24 
4    46     34 


The  Mosquito  was  declared  the  winner  by  23m.  10s. — S 
Surge  each  round,  the  first  5m.  553.,  and  the  second  2lm.  42s 
crews  deserve  the  highest  praise  for  the  able  manner  they  each 
their  pets. 
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The  next  race  was  for  a  piece  of  plate,  yaltie  twenty-one  soyereigns, 
proBontod  by  the  tradesmen  of  the  dub,  for  yachts  of  (O  tonSi  and  not 
exceeding  20;  three  to  enter  or  no  race.     The  following  entered:^ 

Numbered  as  in  Hunfs  Universal    aeht  List  far  1858. 


v«. 


Names  of  Taehta. 


Ida. 

jSouTenir.. 
976Yampire., 


Bis. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Ten. 


10 
15 
18 


Owners. 


R.  Hoskingy  Es^. 
W.  HiU,  Esq. 
C.  Wheeler,  Esq. 


It  was  doubtful  if  a  race  would  take  place,  as  up  to  the  hour  of  starting 
only  two  had  entered,  when  Mr.  Wheeler  very  kindly  came  forward  (he 
previously  not  having  the  remotest  idea  of  racing)  and  he  gave  the  other 
two  a  very  liberal  allowance  of  time. 

The  start  was  at  1  Ih.  55m.  and  for  the  first  hour  it  appeared  as  though 
Souvenir  would  prove  a  teaser  for  the  notorious  Vampire.  In  beating 
ap,  however,  the  game  proved  to  be  all  up,  and  the  first  round  Vampire 
passed  the  committee  boat  at  2h.  Om.  328.,  Souvenir  at  2h.  6m.  13s. 
Off  the  breakwater,  after  rounding  the  eastern  mark-boat,  Ida  carried 
away  her  topsail  sheet,  and  was  thrown  out  of  the  race.  Second  round. 
Vampire  increased  her  advantage  very  considerably,  as  the  following 
time  at  the  committee  boat  will  show — Vampire  4L  8m.  SOs.  Souvenir 
4h.  17m  32s. 

Four-oard  Gigs,  to  be  rowed  by  officers  of  the  2nd  Battalion  of  the 
17th  Regiment,  for  memorial  cups  presented  by  Lieut- Colonel  Crofton. 
For  this  race  there  were  four  entries;  three  only  came  to  the  scratchy  vis, 
Hatty,  Kiss  me  Quick,  and  Maid  of  Millbrook.  This  was  an  amateur 
race  in  reality,  the  coxswains  in  each  boat  as  well  as  the  pullers  being 
far  from  up  to  the  mark  in  aquatic  sports.  Very  considerable  delay  was 
experienced  in  starting  these  boats,  for  no  sooner  had  one  got  hold  of 
the  starting  line,  and  a  second  was  prepared  to  follow  its  example,  than 
the  line  was  let  go  and  one  had  to  be  underrun  from  the  lumps,  and  the 
positions  again  taken  up.  At  length  a  start  was  effected  and  it  resulted 
in  the  Hatty  winning. 

Other  rowing  matches  followed  which  finbhed  the  first  day's  sport  in 
a  moat  satisfactory  manner. 

Thursday^  Aug.  26th.— The  weather  again  was  favorable,  and  the 
races  commenced  with  a  match  between  the  two  crack^cutters  and  the 
Wildfire,  which  was  expected  to  be  very  severe. 

The  first  match  was  the  Queen^s  Cup,  value  £100,  for  yachts  of  any 
rig  or  tonnage,  belonging  to  a  royal  club.     The  entries  were«- 
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Numbered  as  ta  Hunfe  achi  L 

iMtfor  1858. 

No 

Hfmwsof  TMhta 

Bis 

Tons 

Owners 

1087 

Wildfire 

III 

56 
30 
50 

J.  T.  Turner,  Esq. 

659 
918 

Mosquito 

Surge 

T.  GroTea,  Esq. 
C,  T.  Couper,  Kaq. 

Witli  much  nnzietj  the  moyements  of  these  clippers  were  watched — 
the  Dautical  man  scnnning  with  a  critical  eye  their  beautiful  lines  and 
tapering  spars  as  they  sat  swan^Iike  on  the  waters;  eten  the  landsman 
was  charmed  with  their  appearance.  On  all  occasions  of  a  yadit  race 
the  attention  of  the  lovers  of  aquatics  is  eagerly^riyetted,  bat  wlien 
vessels  of  such  great  fame  are  pitted  against  each  other  the  scrutiny  with 
which  every  action  is  watched  is  intense.  But^  hark!  a  shout  rends  tiie 
air,— they're  off  I  they're  off  I  and  sure  enough  at  1  Ih.  they  gave  their 
canvas  to  the  breeze,  the  waves  cnrling  around  as  they  cleave  throagh  the 
waters — the  Surge  leading,  hard  pressed  by  Mosquito,  with  Wildfire  a 
trifle  behind,  but  before  they  reached  Penlee  Point  the  latter  overhauled 
and  passed  "old  ironsides,"  and  guned  second  place;  but  this  position 
the  schooner  could  not  maintain,  for  when  off  the  Breakwater  the  Mos- 
quito was  again  second,  and  in  this  ordur  they  stood  for  the  westward 
mark-boat  when  the  Mosquito  challenged  the  Surge,  and  after  a  brief 
struggle  the  latter  gave  way  to  both  opponents,  and  each  round  was 
finished  in  the  following  order  and  times: — 


Mosquito.. 
Wildfire.... 
Surge....... 


First  Round. 

h.    m.    s. 

12    50    30 

12     57     40 

1       0       0 


Second  Round, 
h.    m.    8. 
2    36    20 
2    45    40 
2     49    38 


Third  Round, 
h.    ni.    8. 
4    23      8 
4    35    28 
4    43     15 


Mosquito  was  hailed  the  winner  with  8m.  20s.  to  spare. 

The  committee  of  this  club  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  yachdng  com- 
munity for  their  liberality  in  offering  Her  Majesty's  gift  to  all  yachts 
belonging  to  any  royal  club.  This  example  should  be  copied  by  all 
clubs  enjoying  the  royal  bounty. 

The  next  race  was  for  the  Club  Prize  of  thirty  sovereigns,  for  yadits 
of  30  tons  and  under,  the  property  of  the  members  of  the  dab. 

The  following  vessels  entered: — 

Numbered  ae  m  Htmfe  Yacht  Liat/or  1858. 


Ko 

Names  of  Tftohts 

Big 

Tons 

Ovnen 

37 

Annie. 

bermu. 
cutter 
cutter 

20 
18 
20 

S.  Triscott,  Esq. 
C.  Wheeler,  Esq. 
Captain  Tomlinson 

876 

Vampire 

271 

Elfin 
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The  appearance  of  these  vessels  at  their  moorings  was  looked  upon  as 
the  harbinger  of  a  good  match.  The  Annie  is  well  known  in  these  waters; 
she  is  a  Bermudian  rigged  vessel,  and  although  not  considered  so  fast  as 
the  Vampire,  yet  she  was  expected  to  be  somewhat  near  at  the  olose  of 
the  match: — the  Elfin  also  had  her  admirers.  At  Ih.  5m.  the  signal 
was  for  the  start, — ^up,  up,'  flew  the  muslin,  the  vessels  bow  to  the  breeze, 
and  away  bounds  the  merry  Annie  with  the  lead,  the  *^  awful  monster  " 
flies  in  pursuit,  catches  and  passes  her;  and  dashing  the  waters  from  her 
bows  with  unabated  speed  finished  the  first  round  considerably  ahead  of 
ber  competitors.  Without  slackening  her  speed  she  onward  rushed  for 
the  summit  of  her  glory — the  goal.  During  the  first  round  the  Elfin 
hot  past  the  "  Bermudian,*'  and  obtained  second  place,  which  she  main- 
^ned  to  the  end.     Each  round  finished  at  the  following  times:-— 


Vampire.. 

Ellin. 

Annie , 


First  Round. 

Second  Round. 

h.    m.    s. 

h.    m.    8. 

3      5    35 

5     10    28 

3    20    23 

5    41     15 

3    25     23 

5     4o       0 

Vampire  was  declared  the  winner  with  upwards  of  dOm.  to  spare. 

The  next  match  was  for  a  silver  cup,  value  ten  guineas,  presented  by 
Mr.  Bates,  of  the  Royal  Hotel,  to  be  sailed  for  by  yachts,  or  pleasure- 
boats,  belonging  to  the  port  of  1 2  tons  and  under.  The  following  ves- 
sels contended, — Ida,  10  tons,  Mr.  R.  Hocking,  Glide,  8  tons,  Mr.  W. 
Shilson,  and  Enigma,  7  tons,  Mr.  J.  H.  Pope.  This  was  gallantly  con- 
tested and  was  won  by  the  Glide^  although  she  carried  away  her  top- 
mast. 

The  last  sailing  match  Avas  for  five  sovereigns,  by  watermen's  boats. 

The  Vice-Commodore  presented  a  prize  of  four  silver  oars  and  a  rud- 
der to  be  rowed  for  by  officers  of  the  gsrrison,  the  entries  were  the  2nd 
battalion  of  17th  regiment,  the  96th  regiment,  and  Royal  Marines. 
This  match  excited  very  much  interest.  The  96th  took  the  lead,  but 
the  marines  came  in  firsts  and  the  96th  entered  a  protest  against  them 
on  the  grounds  that  they  had  not  gone  the  proper  course.  Therefore 
the  prize  was  withheld  for  the  decision  of  the  committee. 

Race  by  pinnaces,  punts,  and  a  duck  hunt  wound  up  the  sports  of  an 
exceeding  good  meeting. 


PORT  OF  PLYMOUTH  ROYAL  REGATTA. 

This  regatta  has  no  connexion  with  the  foregoing,  except  being  held 
at  the  same  plsce,  but  as  prizes  were  given  for  yacht  matches  we  insert 
them  here.     The  inhabitants  of  the  port  raised  about  £250,  which  act 
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proTes  how  justly  they  appreciate  the  benefit  derived  from  the  seamen 
who  yisit  or  belong  to  the  place. 

On  the  27th  July,  the  Sound  looked  gay,  with  its  hundreds  of  boats 
moving  to  and  fto,  full  of  life,  while  the  Hoe  was  crowded  with  thousands 
of  people  who  took  a  lively  interest  in  the  amusements  which  the  com- 
mittee had  so  liberally  provided.  The  wind  was  N.N.E.,  but  unfortu- 
nately there  was  too  little  of  it,  and  the  moderate  breeze  which  blew 
during  the  early  part  of  the  day  died  off  as  the  afternoon  advanced.  The 
first  race 


For  Trawlers,  open  to  all  England,  to  carry  all  their  trawl  gear;  first  prise 
£7,  with  a  £5  58,  cup  to  be  presented  to  the  owner  of  the  winning  vessel; 
second  prise,  £6;  third  prise,  £4;  and  all  the  other  vessels  that  go  iairly 
round  the  course  (unless  otherwise  decided),  to  receive  £1  each ;  old  register 
tonnage,  half  a  minute  per  ton ;  five  to  start  or  no  race. .  This  was  decidedly 
the  best  match  of  the  day.  Six  trawlers  were  entered,  and  they  all  started, 
and  being  the  first  sailing  match,  they  were  enabled  to  take  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage of  the  early  breeze.  The  Baron  won,  beating  Warhawk,  Queen  and 
Craft,  Amelia,  King  Crispin,  and  Conquerer. 

A  Piece  of  Plate,  value  30  guineas,  with  a  purse  of  10  sovereigns  added  ; 
to  be  sailed  for  by  yachts  of  15  and  not  exceding  30  tons  (cm.)*  haaa  fide 
the  property  of  a  member  of  a  royal  yacht  club,  and  holding  the  Admiralty 
warrant;  entry,  £1  Is. ;  post  entry  £2  1.;  three  to  start  or  no  race. 

There  were  one  or  two  circumstances  connected  with  this  match  which 
deserve  to  be  noticed.  In  the  first  place  the  Chimera,  belonging  to  Mr.  £. 
Sanders^  to  sail  against  Mr.  Waring*s  Secret,  the  latter  to  allow  her  half  a 
minute  per  ton,  according  to  the  regulations  that  had  been  agreed  to.  This 
arrangement  continued  until  the  morning  of  sailing,  when  Mr.  Sanders  most 
unexpectedly  demanded  to  be  allowed  fourteen  minutes  in  the  race.  Mr. 
Waring  offered  him  thirteen  minutes,  which  would  have  been  at  the  rate  of 
a  minute  per  ton,  the  Secret  being  thirteen  tons  larger  than  the  Chimera,  bat 
Mr.  Sanders  refused  to  sail  unless  allowed  fourteen  minutes,  which  Mr.  Warr 
ing  decidedly  objected  to  upon  principle,  no  such  time  being  allowed  t^  any 
yacht  club,  and  the  Chimera  did  not  sail.  Under  these  circumstancoB.  Mr. 
T.  K.  Dymond,  the  owner  of  the  Curlew,  and  Mr.  H.  FilHs,  the  owner' of  the 
fine  little  yacht  the  Fawn,  rather  than  that  the  match  shotrld  not  be  sailed, 
came  forward  in  the  most  spirited  manner  and  entered  their  yachts.  The 
Fawn  was  not  in  racing  trim,  but  only  in  her  u^ual  sailing  order,  and  only 
started  in  order  that  the  public  might  not  be  disappointed  of  the  race.  At 
the  end  of  the  first  round  the  Fawn  and  the  Curlew  retired,  and  the  Secret 
afterwards  had  it  all  to  herself;  and  as  the  wind  fell  off,  and  there  was  no 
competition,  the  interest  of  the  match  was  gone.  The  prize,  a  richly  chased 
silver  salver,  manufactured  by  Mr.  Cave,  of  George-street,  was  presented  to 
Mr.  Waring  by  the  mayor. 

A  Purse  of  £15,  with  a  Piece  of  Plate  value  £7  added,  for  yachts  of  10 
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and  Dot  exceeding  15  tons  (o.tu.);  half  a  minate  per  ton  allowed;  entry  lOs. 
6d.,  post  entry  158.;  three  to  start  or  no  race. 

For  this  match  two  yachts  were  entered — an  old  fiiroarite,  and  a  new 
competitor,  namely,  the  Pixie,  belonging  to  Mr.  Sharlock,  and  the  Souvenir, 
belonging  to  Mr.  W.  Hill.  The  formeris  well-known  to  all  yachtsmen  in  the 
port  as  haying  until  the  last  regatta  or  two,  been  almost  invariably  successful 
in  her  class;  but  this  was  the  first  match  in  which  the  Souvenir  had  sailed, 
and  she  has  only  been  three  times  out  since  she  was  built.  The  start  took 
place  at  12h.  14m.  15s.,  the  Souvenir  came  in  at  6h.  42m.  508.  The  Pixie 
was  not  timed. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  race,  Mr.  Alderman  Skardon  said  that  he  had 
great  pleasure  in  presenting  to  Mr.  Hill  the  very  elegant  salver  and  the  purse 
of  sovereigns  which  he  had  won ;  and  that  pleasure  was  increased  in  no  small 
degree  by  the  &ct  that  the  port  of  Plymouth  was  able  to  turn  out  a  yacht 
which  could  win  such  a  prize. 

The  Ladies'  Plate,  value  10  guineas,  for  pleasure  yachts  under  ten  tons; 
half  a  minute  per  ton  allowed;  entry  58,  post  entry  10s ;  three  to  start  or  no 
race;  to  start  at  Ih.  7m.  47s.  The  following  little  clippers  contested  for  the 
prize,  and  arrived  at  the  subjoined  times: — £sk,  10  tons,  R.  Mangio,  Esq., 
6h.  48m.  10s,;  Glide,  8  tons,  W.  SbUson,  Esq.,  8h.  48m.  10s.;  Ida,  10  tons 
R.  Hocking,  Esq.;  and  Enigma,  7  tons,  J.  H.  E.  Pope,  Esq.;  started  but  was 
not  timed. 

Mr;  Shilson  protested  again  the  Esk,  on  the  ground  she  was  more  than  ten 
tons,  and  the  prize  (a  very  neat  silver  inkatand  or  salver,  at  the  option  of  the 
winner),  supplied  by  Mr.  Ellett,  George-street,  was  held  until  the  yacht  was 
measured. 

A  sailing  match  by  Watermen's  boats  was  won  by  Industry. 

Several  rowing  matches  finished  the  day's  amusements. 


ISLE  OF  MAN  REGATTA. 


Douglas  Bay,  where  the  regatta  is  annually  held  is  now  so  well  known 
by  the  writing!  of  the  author  of  ''Nimrod's  Cruise,''  ''Blue  Jacket,"  and 
odier  kind  supporters  of  the  Yachting  Magazine,  that  it  would  be  a 
waste  of  words  if  we  prefaced  this  article  with  a  description  of  the  scenery. 
Therefore  proceed  we  to  narrate  the  events  of  July  28th  and  29th,  which 
were  under  the  patronage  of  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireknd; 
and  Rear  Commodore  Harry  Bridson  kindly  undertook  the  arduous 
duties  of  manager  of  the  sports,  and  so  well  known  are  his  aquatic  abili- 
ties that  it  18  almost  unnecessary  to  say  the  whole  passed  off  with 
pleasure  and  satisfaction. 

The  first  prize  offered  was  the  Isle  of  Man  Cup,  a  poise  of  50  sovs., 
open  to  all  yachts  belonging  to  members  of  royal  yacht  dubs  and  the 
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New  York  Yacht  Club ;  a  timo  race.  The  perfermaDoeB  of  the  Surge  at 
KiDgvtown,  combbed  with  the  attraotiona  held  forth  at  Cherbourg,  caused 
several  yachts  to  wend  their  way  southwards,  so  that  unfortunately,  the 
entry  did  not  fill,  the  only  one  being  the  Surge. 

The  second  prize  was  a  Purse  of  £15,  for  yachts  not  exceeding'  20 
tons,  am.     For  this  were  entered : — 

Numbered  ae  m  Huafft    acJU  lAetfor  1858. 


No 

Names  of  Tachta 

Big 

Tom 

Ownm 

Meta. 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

8 
12 
10 
IS 

St.  Clair  Byrne,  Esq. 
Thomas  D.  Kec^h,  Baq. 

S49 

Dore... 

QeniL 

J.  N.  Smart.  Esq, 
W.  H.  Damels,  Esq. 

30 

AVu., 

The  Dove  left  Kingstown  for  Douglis,  but  was  obliged  to  bear  up, 
duritag  the  heavy  gale  wluch  preceded  the  regatta,  and  the  Meta  had  also 
to  bear  up  for  Liverpool  on  Sunday,  having  been  hove  to  in  the  Channel 
all  night  on  Saturday  during  the  gale,  and  only  reached  Douglas  in  time 
by  being  towed  over  by  the  Tynwald  steamer.  An  excellent  start  was 
effected,  the  Genii  taking  the  lead,  followed  by  the  Alma  and  Meta.  In 
the  run  across  the  bay  to  the  North  Marks,  the  Meta  overhauled  the 
AJma  and  Grenii,  and  on  down  course  went  into  first  place  in  beautifiii 
style;  the  Alma  next  collared  the  Grenii  and  went  into  second  place; 
the  Meta  rounded  the  flag-ship  16^  minutes  before  her  oompekitorB, 
and  continued  on  the  second  round  steadily  to  increase  her  lead — the 
race  was  now  to  all  appearance  the  Meta*s — and  they  arrived  at  the  flag- 
ship in  the  following  order  and  times : — 


Meta.. 


h.    m.    s. 
.  5    50      0 


h.    m.    s.  I 

6    15      0  I  Alma 

Genii  was  not  placed. 

The  Meta  has  been  very  fortunate  since  her  first  appearanoe  at  the 
Birkenhead  Model  Club,  and  as  we  shall  have  occasion  in  the  ''review 
of  the  season,'*  to  notice  her  performances  we  shall  defer  any  fnrtlier 
remai'ks. 

The  Pilot  Boat  Race  for  a  first  prize  of  £4,  and  a  Seoond  prize  of  £1, 
was  won  by  the  Comet,  Mr.  Thomas  Keown,  and  the  Red  Jacket,  Mr. 
William  Cowell,  came  in  second;  beating  the  Truant,  Mr.  W.  Quir!.; 
the  \lctory,  Mr.  J.  Hogg;  the  Native,  Mr.  B.  Brew;  the  Sea  King,  jJ/. 
B.  Macaliere;  and  the  Albert,  Mr.  R.  Westwood, 

A  gig  race  for  five  sovereigns  with  a  sweepstakes  of  10s.  added  manned 
by  amateurs.     This  after  a  spirited  oontest  was  won  by  the  Albert,  (Mr. 
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R.  WettwooH)  beating  the  Lhiannan  Shee  (Mettra.  Qai^aD).-^Mr.  E. 
Christian's  Black  Bess,  and  Mr.  J.  Dawsey's  Mosquito  entered,  but  did 
not  start. 

A  pair-oared  race  was  won  by  the  Alma  (Mr.  W.  Rogers)*  and  a 
sculling  match  by  the  Emily  (Mr.  M.  Beddington.) 

Thunday^  July  29 — There  was  scarcely  an  air  of  wind  and  although 
the  Julia,  120  tons,  and  several  other  yachts  would  have  entered  with 
the  Surge,  for  the  lale  of  Man  Cup  of  50  guineas^  and  the  Welcome 
Cnp  of  30  guineas,  yet  the  absence  of  motive  power  precluded  the  p<HK 
sibUity  of  a  race  for  the  large  yachts«  This  was  the  more  to  be  regretted 
as  Commodore  Bridson  and  the  committee  were  disposed  to  do  every- 
thing in  their  power  to  make  a  match,  and  the  yaehtowners  equally 
anxious  to  show  good  sport.  The  larger  prizes  therefore  remain  in  hand 
f<fr  the  next  season;  and  we  believe  it  is  the  intention  of  the  committee 
(o  give  then  a  priae  of  1 00  guineas  for  all  yachts.  This  shows  the  praise* 
worthy  spirit  which  animates  Manx  yachtsmen.  Their  station  has  year 
after  year  been  rapidly  rising  to  its  present  eminence,  and  when  the  new 
harbour  works  of  Douglas  shall  have  been  completed^  whereby  ample 
shelter  will  be  afforded  to  any  number  of  yachts,  we  anticipate  it  will  be 
the  favouritie  yachting  rendezvous  of  the  8t.  George's  Channel.  The 
aatborities  seem  to  be  slow  aoent  this  new  harbour.  We  were  g^ven  to 
understand  that  the  grant  had  been  made,  plans  approved,  &c.,  and  y^ 
we  hear  nothing  of  an  undertaking  which  would  so  vastly  improve  old 
Manxland. 

.  The  first  race  started  was  for  a  Purse  of  10  sovs.,  for  all  open  pleasure 
boats  belonging  to  the  Isle  of  Man;  a  time  race : — Martha,  Lieut  Hinds; 
Fanny,  W.  Curphey;  Vivid,  E.  Christian;  Alma,  W.  H.  Daniels;  Vision, 
Capt*  Hamer;  Fidget,  W.  Cowle.  The  Alma  wididrew  in  consequence 
of  the  light  winds;  the  remaining  five  ves9els  made  a  very  pretty  starts 
the  Fidget  and  Vision  ultimately  showing  the  way.  A  flat  calm,  however, 
aooD  put  an  end  to  the  chance  of  the  race  beitig  concluded,  and  as  the 
leading  veetels  did  not  put  in  an  appearance  until  after  the  preecribed  hour 
of  ttine  o'clock,  the  match  was  adjudged  to  be  sailed  over  again.  A 
future  day  will  clear  up  the  difficulty. 

The  first  class  gig  raee  came  off  next,  when  the  Albert^  with  her 
Manchester  onew,  again  proved  victorious,  beating  the  Lhiannan  Shee, 
the  Blaek  Besa,  and  Mosquito;  qwte  an  etdtement  was  produced  by  this 
race,  and  it  fully  exemplified  the  great  advantages  possessed  by  *  trained 
«few  over  others^  no  matter  how  powerful  or  plucky. 
.     Several  oiher  rowing  tnatehea  were  contested,  when  the  Lily,  (ntot- 
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boat»  Mr.  Thomat  Keown,  owner,  proTod  her  superiorty  orer  liie  Jk^ 
(Mr.  P.  Cottier)  aud  the  Jeany  lind  (Mr.  J.  Dawaej). 

A  sailing  match,  for  small  boits  of  21  feet  keel  and  under  waff  won 
hy  the  Gannet  (A.  Brown,)  beating  the  Dosgks  (6.  W.  Thompsoa)  and 
the  Mary  (Mr.  J.  Clucas). 

Prg  Irants  and  duck  hunts  followed,  and  the  usual  shore  sports  took 
place  on  the  Head,  such  as  climbing  a  g^ieased  pole,  running  in  sadcs, 
hitnting  a  porker  with  a  well  soaped  tail;  and  as  the  shades  of  eveaing- 
fell,  a  brilliaat  display  of  fireworks  took  place  from  the  Conister  Rock, 
which  brought  the  aquatic  festival  to  a  dose. 

Too  muc^  praise  cannot  be  accorded  to  tlie  committee  and  hononiy 
secretary,  Mr.  Joseph  Harrid»  fortheir  successful  exerttong  iu  organinng 
and  carrying  out  this  regatta.  Commodore  Bridson,  to  whom  the  re* 
rival  of  regattas  in  the  Isle  of  Man  may  be  justly  attributed^  was,  as  usual, 
at  his  post^  and  his  practical  experience,  courtesy,  and  hospitality,  are  so 
well  known  as  to  need  no  comment  W.  H.  Daniels,  Esq,  by  his  earnest 
and  inde&tigable  exertions  secured  the  sinews  of  war,  in  which  he  waa 
ably  assisted  by  Captain  Haraar  nnd  Mr.  Harris* 

The  usual  regatta  ball  was  held  on  Thurs4lay  evening  at  the  Casde 
Mona,  under  the  auspices  and  managment  of  the  Regatta  Committee* 
It  was  a  most  brilliant  affair,  fully  equal  to  any  previous  years,  the  beau^ 
of  the  tair  visitors  bein^  strikingly  remarkable. 


BARROW  REGATTA,  PIEL  OF  FOUDRAY,  MORECAMBE 

BAY. 

Under  the  patronage  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  and  under  the  auspices  of  the  Royal  Western 
Yacht  Club  of  Ireland,  this  regatta  took  |>lace  on  Monday  the  2nd  of 
August,  and  although  the  attendance  of  large  yachts  was  not  as  good  as 
was  anticipated,  irom  the  handsome  list  of  prises  set  forth  in  the  pro- 
gramme, which  was  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  superior  attractions  of  the 
Cherbourg /e/e,  yet  the  committee  were  indefatigable  in  their  efforts,  and 
a  good  day's  sport  was  the  result  There  was  a  very  &ir  attendance  of 
yachts,  amongst  whom  we  observed  the  Plover  cutter,  Harry  Bridson, 
Esq.,  Rear-Commodore  R.W.Y.C.  of  Ireland  (who  kindly  undertook 
the  management  of  all  the  sailing  matches,  in  which  he  was  ably  assisted 
by  Lieut.  H.  B.  Johnstone,  R.ir.);  the  Ahna,  W.  H.  Daniels,  Esq.,  Sea 
Dove,  J.  Nicholson,  Esq;  Nina,  Edward  Dobson,  Esq;  Spirit,  E. 
Troughton,  Esq;  Meta,  H.  St  Clair  Byrne,  Esq;  the  Secret,  &c. 
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The  first  mateh  was  to  haye  been  fbr  the  Forness  Cop,  valae  £40, 
for  all  yaehts  belonging  io  the  royal  jacht  dobs,  and  to  the  New  York 
TaehtChiba. 

A  nnmber  of  cTippers  who  had  been  competing  at  the  Cork  and 
IGagstowQ  Begattasy  some  having  engagements  down  south,  and  others 
being  attracted  by  the  grand  /tte  of  Cherbonrg,  and  the  race  fbr  the 
£mperor  Napoteon^s  Cnp,  left  the  8t  George's  Channel  previous  to  this* 
the  Isle  of  Man,  and  the  Royal  Welsh  Regattas;  and  the  entry  for  the 
Fumess  Cup  not  iillirg,  it  was  reserved  fn*  a  future  oeca^non.  Next 
year,  therefore,  we  may  look  forward  in  anticipation  that  all  the  yacht- 
ing stations  on  the  eastern  and  western  boards  of  the  Irish  sea  will  hare 
a  yery  large  attendance  of  racing  vessels  to  compete  for  the  valuable 
prises,  which  will  in  nearly  all  cases  be  doubled;  therefore,  i^e  best 
dipper  of  18119  will  have  ample  opportunity  of  filling  her  plate  locker, 
«8  weH  as  replenishing  her  bullion  chest. 

The  first  race  was  for  the  Ironmaster:^*  Cup,  %-alue  £20,  for  yachts  not 
exceeding  15  tons,  a  time  race. 

The  following  vessels  came  to  the  starting  buoys:-— Meta,  S^  tons, 
ffl.  St  Clair  Byrne,  Esq. ;  Spirit,  8  tons,  J.  Trooghton,  Esq.;  Indus- 
try, 15  ton^  3.  White,  Esq.;  Hannah,  12  tons,  E.  Ashbume,  Esq.; 
Alma,  14  tons,  W.  H.  Daniels,  Esq.;  and  Sea  Dove,  10  tons,  J.  Nichol* 
son,  Esq. 

Course  from  abreast  of  Piel  Pier,  round  the  Wyre  Light  off  Fleetwood, 
iMck  to  a  flag -boat  moored  off  the  entrance  to  Piel  of  Foudray,  leaving 
it  on  etarboard  hnnd,  and  thence  in  through  the  Merchant  Roadstead, 
winning  between  the  flag-ship  and  Piel  Pier. 

Just  previous  to  the  starling  g\in  being  fired,  the  Alma  M^as  placed 
Aars  de  combat,  through  the  gross  carelessness  and  want  of  aftentinn  on 
the  part  of  those  in  charge  of  the  Tourist  steamer,  which,  with  colonrs 
flying,  drums  beating,  and  horns  braying,  dashed  full  speed  into  the 
midst  of  the  fleet  of  yachts  and  small  boats,  carrying  away  bowsprit,  bul- 
warks, skylight,  and  stemhead  of  the  ill-starred  Alma,  and  leaving  her 
a  helpU^s  wreek.  It  was  most  miraculous  that  no  lives  were  lost.  The 
disabling  of  the  Alma,  was  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  she  had  many 
backers,  and  being  a  fast  and  able  vessel,  was  well  qualified  to  test  the 
powers  of  her  antagonists  in  the  troubled  waters  of  Morecambe  Bay. 
The  Sea  Dove  also  declined  to  start,  so  that  the  great  interest  of  the 
mateh  was  centred  in  the  little  dippers  the  Meta  and  Spirit,  the  former 
especially,  being  now  well  known  to  be  perhaps  the  fastest  8-tonner 
afloat.  The  other  vessels  were  regarded  as  outsiders,  who  had  no  chance 
tnr  the  favourites  were  crippled.     There  was  a  strong  breeze  of  wind  at 
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JS),S.£^  which*  however,  iiKodeiate4  v^iy  oonnderably  bolbiw  Hm  hour  of 
•titfting.  At  2h.  15m.  the  gun  fired»  aad  the  Meta  and  Spirit  wef« 
underway  like  lightning;  the  Industry  and  Hannah  fouled  eaeh  otber* 
and  with  iome  difficulty  were  enabled  to  get  clear.  Meanwhile  the  Meta 
was  showing  the  way  with  the  hest  of  "Spirits,'"  and  both  were  speedily 
on  the  down  trade  for  the  Wyre  Light* 

The  yachts  being  well  away»  the  suceeeding  race  was  a  reiy  inteiest^ 
lag  ooe,  being  a  prize  of  45,  for  fishing  boats  belonging  to  Morecamhe 
Bay,  not  exceeding  26  feet  keel;  when  eight  as  hardy  and  able  little 
vessels  as  ever  gladdened  a  seaman's  eye  ranged  up  along^de  the  flag-shipi 
displaying  an  amount  of  eagerness  and  alacrity  that  threatened  a  deter- 
mined contest.  To  prevent  confusion  Commodore  Bridson  determined 
upon  starting  tlie  gsllant  litUe  fleet  underway,  and  a;t  2h.  30m.  the 
warning  gun  sent  them  flying  out  to  sea,  every  stitch  of  canvas  they 
possessed  given  to  the  breeze,  and  trimmed  and  watched  with  aa  anziotts 
nicety  that  would  have  done  credit  to  a  Thames  clipper.  After  a  hard- 
fought  match  the  three  winning  '*fin-finders"  were  thus  placed: — Maryr 
port,  5h.   35m.  50s.,  Brenda,  5h.  37m.  258.,  Midnight,  5h.  37m.  86s. 

The  next  race  was  for  the  Barrow  Cup,  value  £10,  for  open  boats 
belonging  to  the  Furness  coast  not  exceeding  16  feet  ked.  For  tins 
prize  there  started  the  Express,  Perseverance  and  Teetotaler,  the  Ejqwess 
winning  as  she  liked.     The  Perseverance  carried  away  her  mast* 

A  number  of  rowing  matches  came  off  f>r  various  (^les,  between  boats 
beloil^og  to  vessels,  frequenting  the  port  of  Barrow,  &c.,  and  afforded 
considerable  entertainment.  As  the  evening  breeze  was  rapidly  dying 
away  it  became  evident  that  the  yachts  engaged  in  the  contest  for  the 
Ironmasters'  Cup  would  never  be  able  to  stem  the  strong  tide  now  setting 
dead  against  them ;  it  was,  therefore,  determined  to  shorten  the  eoone^ 
as  had  been  previously  ag^ed  upon  in  case  of  necessity,  and  the  Meta 
having  a  great  lead,  the  race  being  virtually  her  own,  as  she  passed 
the  flag -ship  at  7h.  5m.  the  gun  was  fired,  and  she  was  proclaimed  the 
winner.  The  committee  were  further,  and  we  think  most  prudently 
influenced  by  the  fear  of  trusting  these  long-heeled  racers  amongst  the 
intricate  banks  of  the  Barrow  Channel  with  a  falling  tide  and  approach* 
ing  darkness.  The  Spirit  rounded  the  flag-ship  at  7h«  27m.,  and  the 
Hannah  at  7h.  27m.  23s. 

The  cup  was  presented  in  due  form  to  Mr.  St.  Clair  Byrne,  the  owner 
of  the  successful  little  Meta,  by  James  Ramsden,  Esq.,  the  chairman,  and 
founder  of  the  regatta,  and  was  acknowledged  by  Mr.  Byrne,  in  expressive 
terms  of  the  courtesy  and  attention  which  he,  as  well  as  all  other  yachts- 
men attending,  had  experienced.    Where  credit  and  praise  is  due  to  maisy 
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it  mnj  apfMW  invidioas  to  particnlarisey  yet  we  CMiiiot  avoid  m«fttioning 
the  nemee  of  Janee  Ramsdeo,  Eaq.,  to  wfaooe  uDtiriog  energy  and  per- 
eeryeraaoe  this  now  aonual  yachting  meeting  entirely  owee  its  origin ; 
Edward  Wadluun,  Esq.,  the  inde&tigable  treasurer,  and  J.  Allison,  hon, 
aeoretary.  To  these  gentlemen  Barrow  owes  much,  as  by  their  exertions 
the  beautiful  locality  of  Furness  Abbey  has  beeu  brought  prominently 
before  yachtsmen,  and  will  henceforth  become  a  farourite  station  during 
eruinng  seasons.  Commodore  firidson,  under  whose  able  management 
the  sailing  matches  were  contested,  is  so  well  known  in  yachting  circles 
that  any  mention  of  his  services  would  be  superfluous ;  we  cannot  omit 
however  to  nodce  the  unwearied  exertions  of  his  able  first  "luff,"  Lieat 
Jc^ostone,  B.N.,  in  command  of  the  Coast  Guard,  who  rendered  most 
valuable  absistance  towards  secunng  the  success  ot  tlte  regatta. 

On  Tuesday,  the  3rd  August,  the  yachtsmen  attending  the  regatta 
and  their  friends  were  invited  to  a  pic-nic  organised  by  the  committee. 
A  special  train  bore  a  large  party  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  towards  the 
scene  of  festivity,  who  were  speedily  landed  on  Holme  Island  in  More- 
cambe  Bay,  where  they  were  most  hospitably  received  by  Alexander 
Brogden,  Esq.,  and  family.  A  sumptuous  entertainment  passed  off  with 
all  the  auxiiiuries  to  ei  joyment.  The  splendid  band  of  the  8rd  Royal 
Lancashire  Militia  soon  set  fairy  forms  in  motion,  and  the  merry  dance 
was  prolonged  to  the  little  hours  of  morning. 

Thus  terminated  the  ''right  merrie**  regatta  of  Barrow-in-Furness  for 
the  season  of  1858 ;  and,  like  its  predecessor  of  last  year,  it  has  left 
pleasing  memories,  that  will  bring  the  bright  **bargeea'^  again  to  visit 
the  "I^neailujre  witdies.'' 
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On  Friday,  Aug.  20th,  this  gnndfeie  was  held  under  the  stewardship 
of  the  following  gentlemen:— G.  H.  Ackers,  Esq.,  A.  Arcedeckne,  Esq., 
8ir  John  Bayley,  Bart.,  J.  F.  Buller,  Esq.,  J.  A.  Cameron,  Esq.,  Com- 
mander De  Vere,  b.n.,  J«  Wekl,  and  W.  H.  Kit^on,  Esq. 

The  bay  was  studded  with  yachts  of  all  denominations,  among  which 
were  several  clippers — Mosquito,  Surges  Extravaganza,  Violet,  Secret, 
Phantom^  ke.  The  wcHther  and  the  wind  was  all  that  a  yachtsman 
eould  desire,  and  a  day's  splendid  amusement  was  enjoyed  by  thousands 
OQ  land  and  water. 

The  priie  offered  was  a  purse  of  forty  sovereigns,  for  yachts  of  any 
rig,  not  less  than  40  tons,  o.m.     It  was  reasonably  expected  from  the 
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presence  of  so  many  racing  craft  that  this  prize  would  have  been  w^ 
contested  for,  but  not  a  single  entry  was  made.  The  arriTal  of  the  Lul- 
worth  and  Arrow  was,  it  seems,  anticipated  ;  and  the  owners  of  the 
Mosquito,  Extrayagansa,  and  Surge  intimated  to  the  committee  on  the 
preceding  evening  that^  although  thej  were  willing  to  enter,  the  only 
terms  upon  which  they  would  sail  with  these  formidable  antagonists  was 
the  allowance  of  time^-a  stipulation  that,  being  expressly  contrary  to 
the  printed  regulations,  the  committee  were  not  disposed  to  accede  to. 
However,  although  the  non-appearance  of  both  the  Lulworth  and  the 
Arrow  left  no  room  for  the  objection,  they  still  held  back  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  regatt4i,  and  the  match  was  not  made  up. 

The  second  prize  was  for  a  purse  oF  thirty  sovereigns,  time  race,  fiv 
cutters  of  25  tons  and  under  40  tons,  o.m.,  the  property  of  gentlemen, 
and  kept  for  pleasure  only.     The  following  entries  were  made:-^ 

Numbered  a»  in  HunVa  Yacht  Lhtfor  1858. 


Mo 

Yachts' N«met 

Rig 

Ton 

Ownen 

849 

Secret. • 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

30 

27 
40 
28 

H.  J.  Waring,  Esq. 
S.  Lane,  Esq. 
J.  R.  Kirby,  Esq. 
B.  Gibson,  Esq. 

756 

Phantom 

1035 
276 

Violet. 

Emmet,*. 

The  course  varied  but  little  from  those  of  previous  years.  The  start- 
ing buoys  were  moored  off  the  Torquay  pier  head,  the  first  mark -boat 
was  stationed  about  a  mile  to  the  eastward  of  Goodrington  Sands;  the 
second  was  moored  midway  between  the  Brizham  breakwater  and  the 
hospital ;  and  the  third  and  last  boat  at  a  point  about  two  miles  to  the 
ea&tward  of  Berry  Head,  the  circuit  comprised  by  this  course,  including 
the  return  to  the  committee-boat  oiF  the  pier,  constituting  a  distance  of 
eleven  miles,  which  had  to  be  traversed  three  times  by  the  yachts,  and 
twice  by  the  pleasure  arid  fishing  boats. 

The  Violet  met  with  a  fatal  mishap  while  cruising  about  prior  to  tak- 
ing up  her  station,  the  connecting  shackle  of  the  bobstay  gave  out,  and 
away  went  her  bowsprit  close  to  llie  stem.  Effortd  «  ere  made  to  borrow 
a  suitable  spar  from  other  yachts,  but  without  success.  The  yachts  hav- 
ing taken  up  their  respective  stations  (determined  by  lot)  off  the  pier 
head:  at  Ih.  13m.  p.m.  the  signal  gun  was  fired;  the  Secret  had  the 
weathermost  station,  and  made  a  capital  start;  the  £mmet  was  slow  to 
cant,  and  before  she  had  let  go  her  slip-ropes,  the  Phantom  which  was 
to  leeward,  got  upon  her  weather  quarter;  she  gradually  overhauled  and 
at  length  passed  her  off  Paignton.     The  run  down  to  the  first  mark  off 
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Goodrhigtoa  Sands  (a  distance  of  about  three  miles)  was  extremely  in- 
teresting: staggering  under  their  lofty  canvas  and  rushing  through  the 
water  with  lightning-like  rapidity,  the  vessels  presented  a  scene  remark- 
ably picturesque,  and  the  mark  boat  was  passed  ihus^-Secret,  Ih.  26m. 
Phantom  Ih.  27m.,  Emmet  Ih.  27m.  10s. 

The  two  former  maintained  the  relative  positions  here  indicated  (the 
Secret  being  a  cable's  length  ahead)  throughout  the  principal  part  of 
the  first  round;  but,  when  abreast  of  Brixham,  some  of  the  Emmet's 
topeail  gear  gave,  and  a  little  delay  was  occasioned  before  she  could  get 
the  sail  reset.  After  passing  the  Brizham  mark,  the  competing  vessels, 
hauling  by  the  wind,  were  obliged  to  shorten  canvas  and  strike  top- 
masts. Here  the  strong  wind  that  had  blown  throughout  the  morning 
had  caused  pretty  much  sea;  but  the  Phantom,  contrary  to  expectation, 
so  far  from  losing  ground  appeared  rather  to  gain  upon  the  Secret.  Her 
performances  were  indeed  marvellous  ;  her  slender  hull  seemed  lite- 
rally buried  as  she  dashed  through  the  sea;  and  the  first  round  finbhed: 
Secret  ?h.  27m.  42s.,  Phantom  2h.  28m.  29.,  Emmet  2h.  44m. 

After  passing  the  committee-boat  the  Phantom  and  Secret  clapped  on 
more  canvas,  and  the  former  gradually  crept  upon,  and  at  length  over- 
hauled the  latter;  a  sharp  struggle  ensued  between  them,  which  ended 
the  second  round  in  favor  of  Phantom  3h.  57m.  30s.,  Secret  4h.  Im., 
Emmet  4h.  10m.  45s.  After  this  the  Emmet  began  to  flag,  although 
she  had  continued  a  stern  chase  with  great  perseverance,  when  seeing 
no  chance  of  winning  she  gave  up.  Thb  pretty  craft  sustains  no  loss  of 
character  in  her  contest  with  two  of  the  most  celebrated  racing  vessels 
afloat.  The  Phantom  kept  the  lead  throughout  the  last  round  which 
she  rather  increased  as  the  race  finished  thus^Phantom  5h.  19m.  40s.y 
Secret  5h.  23m.  25s. 

Thus  the  Phantom  was  declared  the  winner  by  3m.  45s.  independent 
of  Im.  30s.  to  which  she  was  entitled  from  Secret  for  difference  of  ton- 
nage. 

The  next  match  was  for  a  purse  of  twenty  sovereigns,  time  race,  for 
cutter  yachts  under  25  tons.    The  following  vessels  entered:— 

Numbered  as  vi  Hunts  Yacht  List  for  18S8. 


Ko. 

Yas  1  ts'  Munet. 

.Klg. 

Ton. 

Owners. 

639 
721 

Midge. 

cutter 
cutter 
catter 

13 
16 
24 

Capt.  Commerell 

Chimera, 

E.  Saunderson,  Esq. 

Oriole 

J.  F.  Hepburn,  Esq. 

This  race  was,  perhaps,  more  interesting  in  a  local  sense,  from  the  fact 
that  the  Chimera  was  lately  built  on  novel  and  somewhat  Yankee  lines,  by 
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Bfr.  Mamftcld  of  Teignmouth.  Th«  Oriole,  being  also  a  new  boat,  attiteled 
much  attention,  although  she  baa  rather  the  appearance  of  a  very  powerftJ, 
bad  weather  boat,  than  that  of  a  racer.  Midge  had  sailed  here  on  ^Miiiec 
occasions,  and  proved  herself  to  be  a  fast  little  craft ;  consequently  she 
possessed  a  host  of  admirers.  The  start  was  most  admirably  effected  at  12h. 
49m.  Chimera  occupying  the  most  west  her  most  station,  led  off^  followed 
by  the  Oriole  and  Midge.  A  good  deal  of  jostling  took  place  between  the 
two  first  mentioned  in  the  run  down  to  Goodrington  mark*  boat.  The  Cfai* 
mera,  although  slightly  ahead,  was  to  leeward,  and  threw  her  competitor 
considerably  out  of  her  course  by  occasionally  luiBng  across  her  bows. 
Meanwhile  the  little  Midge  was  making  a  straight  course  for  the  mark^boaC, 
and  nearly  succeeded  in  cutting  the  others  off.  The  close  proximity  of  the 
yachts  at  thia  point  will  be  manifest  when  we  state  that  the  Chimera  passed 
the  mark  at  Ih  5m.  Os.,  the  Oriole  at  Ih  5m.  28s.,  and  Midge  at  Ih.  5m.  408. 
The  contest  between  the  Chimera  and  Oriole  continued  with  unabating 
interest,  and  some  miles  they  apparenfly  ran  bowsprit  to  bowsprit ;  but 
before  Berry  Head  the  Oriole  manifested  her  superior  qualities  in  rougher 
sea  by  taking  the  lead  ;  and  during  the  beat  from  the  eastern  mark  she  so 
materially  distanced  the  Chimera  that  the  record  of  the  time  at  whieh  the 
first  round  was  completed  shows  her  to  have  been  Hve  minutes  ahead : — Oriole 
2b.  28ni.  SOs^  Chimera  2h.  83m.  dOs.,  Midge  2h.  40m.  Throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  the  race  she  had  it  all  her  own  way,  and  the  Chimera  was  tilti- 
mately  beaten  by  more  than  half-an-hour ;  albeit  she  was  entitled  to  four 
minutes  on  account  of  tonnage.  The  Midge  met  with  a  sad  disaster  on  the 
second  round ;  while  off  Brizham,  and  during  a  sudden  squall,  her  mast  went 
b^  the  board,  making  a  clean  sweep  ;  she  lay  like  a  log  on  the  water,  and  in 
this  prostrate  condition  was  taken  in  tow  by  a  trawler  Chat  happened  to  be 
passing,  and  brought  to  Torquay  harbour.  The  second  round  was  completed 
by  the  Oriole  at  4h.  2m.  28s.,  and  by  the  Chimera  at  4h.  26m.  858.,  and  the 
third  by  the  Oriole  at  5h.  39m.  308.  and  by  the  Ciamera  at  6h.  llm.  I5e. 

The  Ladies'  Purse,  for  pleasure  yachts  belonging  to  Torbay,  was  contested 
by  the  Lassie,  cutter,  Mr.  Pridham,  Paignton  i  Mystery,  cutter,*  Mr.  S. 
llionuis,  Torquay ;  and  Sparrowhawk,  yawl,  Mr.  G.  H.  King,  Torquay. 

The  contest  lay  between  the  two  last -mentioned  boats,  and  terminated  in 
favour  of  the  Mystery,  which  is  a  fiist  craft,  and  had  carried  off  many  prizes 
before.  The  Sparrowhawk  laboured  under  the  disadvantage  of  her  yawl  rig, 
for  with  a  cutter's  mainsail  she  would  in  all  probability  have  ded  up  her 
opponent  very  closely.  The  start  was  effected  at  1^  20m.  and  the  boats 
were  timed  as  follows :— First  round :  Mystery  2h.  29m.  308.,  Sparrowhawk 
2h.  39m.  308.,  Lassie  2h.  45m. — Second  round :  Mystery  4b.  32m.  40s. 
Sparrowhawk  5h.  4nh,  Lassie  5h.  25m.  30s. 

A  Purse  of  Sovereigns  for  the  Torquay  fishing  boats  was  sailed  for,  with 
the  following  results : — 1  Lion,  yawl,  E.  Harley ;  2  Deceiver,  cutter,  £. 
Harley ;  3  Anne,  cutter,  W.  Nieass;  4  Nimble,  cutter,  R.  Godfrey ;  5  Venus, 
yawl,  James  Lear. 

The  Lion,  by  far  the  superior  boat,  parted  company  with  the  otfaerv  at  the 
outset. 
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*  The  rowing  matches  were  highly  interesting.  The  first  prize,  £8,  fbr  fbur- 
oareJikyacht  boats,  was,  after  a  spirited  contest,  awarded  as  follows ; — Santa 
Catharina  1,  Extravaganza  3,  Sarge,  3. 

The  Dittisham  cockle  women  next  rowed  with  their  usaal  dexterity  for  a 
similar  amount ;  an  exciting  contest  by  no  fewer  than  seven  boats,  for  £2, 
offered  to  two-oared  boats  belonging  to  Torquay,  followed  ;  and  an  amusing 
gig  and  punt  chase  formed  the  JInale,  There  was  an  illumination  and  display 
of  fireworks  after  night&ll,  and  a  grand  ball  at  the  Royal  Hotel. 


HOWTH  REGATTA. 

Oir  Wednesday,  Aug.  25th,  the  muster  of  yachts  at  the  above  port  was 
considerable  and  the  committee  having  provided  ample  funds  to  induce 
the  entry  of  racing  vessels — several  celebrities  put  in  an  appearance  bent 
OQ  chiming  the  victor's  prize.  From  the  names  hereafter  specified  it 
will  be  observed  that  Howth  could  on  the  two  days  of  the  sports  boast 
of  holding  on  its  waters  several  that  had  won  honor  and  fame. 

The  first  prize  was  the  Howth  Cup,  a  handsome  Claret  jug,  value  forty 
guineas.    Time  race  half-a-mmute  per  ton  allowed  for  difierence  of  tonnage. 

The  following  entered : — 

Nimbered  ai  in  HunTs  TaektLutfor  1858. 


No. 


Yachts*  NamM. 


Wg. 


Ton. 


OwiMrt. 


1026VigiUnt..... 

537  Kelpie 

189  Champion.. 


cutter  33 
cutter  I  32 
cutter   I    29 


J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq. 
J.  Todhunter,  Esq. 
R.  D.  Kane,  Esq. 


The  course  was  from  mooring  buoys  abreast  of  Howth  Pier,  out  past  the 
south  end  of  Ireland's  Eye,  to  a  flag-boat  moored  3^  miles  E.N.E.,  thence 
to  a  flag-boat  moored  off  Malahide  Bar,  and  back  to  the  flag-ship  in  the 
sound  of  the  Eye ;  three  times  round,  a  distance  of  31  miles. 

At  12h.  the  roar  of  the  cannon  announced  the  **order  for  sailing,**  and 
swiftly  the  snowy  canvas  fluttered  in  the  breeae— "Hurrah!  Vigilant  for  ever, 
see  how  she  slips  away.*"  But  still  her  competitors  went  boldly  on,  whistling 
for  more  wind  which  was  only  moderate  at  E.b.N.  The  Champbn  was  next 
to  Vigilant,  but  from  the  subjoined  returns  it  will  be  found  that  each  round 
she  lost  ground  I  and  the  Kelpie  after  the  second  round  gave  up,  having  no 
chance  firom  the  first  starting.  They  reached  the  flag-ship  in  the  following 
order  and  times  : — 


Vigihint 

Champion..... v* 

Kelpie 

HO.   10. — VOL.  vir. 


First  Round. 

h.  m.  s. 
I  39  0 
1  43  55 
1     47     15 


Second  Round, 
h.    m.    s. 
3      8      0 
3     26     43 
a     43       0 


Third  Bound, 
h.    m.    s. 
5     11      0 
5    45      0 
not  timed. 

3  K 
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The  Vigilant  wae  most  warmly  welcomed  the  winner,  with  32m.  to  spare. 
The  pace  was  about  6  knots. 

The  second  match  was  for  a  purse  of  ten  sovereigns  for  yachts  not  exceed- 
ing  12  tons,  half-a-minute  per  ton  allowed. 

The  following  entered  :— 

N%mbfrid  as  m  Hwnta  Usmmtal  YadU  Lktfor  1859. 


Ni». 


NfUDMof  Tachtii 


Rig. 


Ton 


Ovnen. 


362  Flirt 

270'Electrlc.... 
1025iyidette  ... 


85 

1037 

242 


Bijou 

Virago... 
DoTe .... 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
sloop 
cutter 


n 

8 

10 
10 
10 


R.  Battlsj,  Esq. 
P.  M.  Thompson,  Esq. 
T.  W.  Hodgins,  Esq. 
R.  D.  Kane,  Esq. 
Capt  J.  S.  Byrne 
Thos.  D.  Eeogh,  Esq. 


The  course  as  before  but  only  twice  round. 

All  were  on  tiptoe  to  see  this  match— the  fiune  of  these  little  dij^rs  had 
travelled  N.E.W.S..  and  the  well  known  exertions  of  their  crews  to  win  added 
to  the  excitement  which  prevailed  as  the  starting  gun  belched  forth  the  aum- 
mons  at  1  p.m.  they  were  covered  as  by  magic,  the  Electric  and  Vidette 
showed  first  in  front,  but  the  Dove  went  out  to  windward.  Here  the  Flirt 
and  Electric  were  in  collision,  the  Flirt  carrying  away  the  Electric's  topmast. 
Shortly  afterwards  the  Vidette  came  out  firom  starboard  and  tacked  on  the 
Dove's  port  quarter,  the  Bijou,  Electric,  Flirt,  and  Virago  well  up.  In  this 
position  they  raced  out  in  a  wind  until  abreast  of  Howth  Head,  when  the 
Dove  tacked  under  the  Vidette*s  lee  and  went  out  across  her  stem  \  the  Flirt 
carried  on  in  the  first  tack,  working  well  to  windward  of  the  seaward  flag- 
boat.  The  Dove  now  reached  out  boldly  to  sea,  bearing  well  up  to  her  work, 
and  the  B^ou  tacked  at  nearly  the  same  time ;  both  these  vessels  watching 
each  other's  movements  like  a  pair  of  hawks  ;  but  the  Dove  had  the  weather 
guage  of  her  determined  rival,  looking  up  nearly  a  point  and  a  half  nearer 
the  wind.  As  they  neared  the  second  fiag-boat  the  Dove  and  Bgon  tacked 
'tcjgether'to  starboard,  setting  balloon  topsails  for  the  run  off  the  wind,  the 
Flirt  in  the  meantime  had  been  making  tracks,  and  weathered  the  Bijou  going 
into  second  place.  The  second  flag-boat  was  rounded  first  by  the  Dove, 
setting  balloon  jib  as  she  did  so,  and  closely  followed  by  the  Pfirt,  then  the 
:Bijou,  with  the  Vidette,  Electric,  and  "^^rago  in  succession.  In  the  mn  be- 
fore the' wind  to  Malahide  Bar  the  BQou  collared  the  Flirt,  and  overhauled 
the  Dove,>aQd  the  wind  dropping  light  in  the  reach  up  to  the  sound  of  the 
.^  'Eye;  the  Videttewent  into  third  place,  and  both  vessels  pushed  the  hardy 
little  Dove  vbry  closely.  A  beautiful  and  exciting  race  ensued  between  theas 
three  little  clippers  for  the  honour  of  being  first  round  the  flag-ship,  as 
they  came  beam  and  beam,  but  the  Dove  still  held  the  pride  of  place,  and 
seemed  determined  to  prove  her  prowess  on  a  day  more  fiivonraUe  to  her 
antagonists  than  tp  herselif  The  fitst  rounding  of  the  flag-ship  was  performed 
thus:— Dove,  2h.  49m.  52s.;  Bijoii^  2h.50m.78.;  Vidette,  2h.50m.  40s.i  Fliit, 
2h.  53m.  35s.;  Electric,  8h.  Om.,  128.;  Virago,  8h.  Cm.  26s. 
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And  DOW  agaiD  the  Dove  began  to  show  her  weatherly  properties,  going 
away  to  windward  like  a  witch ;  she  again  rounded  the  second  flag  consider- 
ably in  advance  of  her  formidable  antagonists,  shiifting  her  balloon  canvas  for 
the  run  off  the  wind  in  masterly  style.  The  Bijou  was  not  slow  in  following 
ber  example;  she  was  sailed  well  and  steadily,  and'  thofigh  she  ifiust'  haVe 
been  rather  startled  by  the  Dove,  yet  the  cool  wdfia^^rticelliras  her  game,  and 
the  wary  crew  saw  that  whenever  the  wind  dropped  ligbtvor  i^  came  to  run- 
ning or  reaching,  they  always  overhauled  the  Dove.  On  the  final  reach  up 
to  the  flag- ship  the  Dove  rounded  the  last  flag-boat  three  minutes  ahead  of 
the  Bijou,  but  latter  bad  now  caught  her  in  the  toils,  the  wind  fell  light  as 
the  Dove  drew  near  to  Ireland's  Eye,  whiUt  the  bijou  and  Vidette  carried 
a  slashing  breeze  astern ;  gradually  they  all  ran  into  the  same  breeze,  but  too 
late  to  shake  off  the  Hijou.  There  she  was,  as  if  made  fast  to  her  hardy 
antagonist ;  neither  could  get  an  inch  away  from  the  other.  The  Dove  had 
the  Bijou  covered ;  it  was  anybody's  race  yet,  if  but  a  friendly  puff  would 
lay  them  over  on  their  beam  ends.  No  such  squall,  however,  showed  even  a 
distant  ripple,  and  just  at  this  moment  the  Vigilant,  on  her'third  round,  joined 
them.  The  run  home  was  unusually  exciting,  the  vessels  being  stem  and 
at  em,  and  a  beautifully -contested  and  well  sailed  match  was  ended  at  the 
flag-ship  in  the  following  order  and  times : —Dove,  5h.  15m.  12s. ;  Bijou,  5V» 
15m.  328. ;  Vidette,  5h.  19m.  SOs.  The  remainder  not  placed.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  Bijou  was  the  winner  in  time  by  just  40  seconds. 

Second  day^  Aug.  26.— This  was  a  brilliant  day  as  regards  weather,  bat  the 
wind  was  moderate  firom  W.N.W. 

The  first  race  was  for  the  St.  Lawrence  Cup,  value  thirty  guineas,  time 
race,  half-a-minute  per  ton  allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage. 

The  iollowiBg  entered :— 


Numbered  a$  in 

Htmtt  Universal  Yacht  LUt/or  1858. 

Ho. 

Hames  of  Tachta. 

Big. 

Tons 

Ownera 

139 

Ohamnion^    

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

29 
22 
10 

R.  D.  Kane,  Esq. 

537 
85 

Kelpie      

J.  Todhunter,  Esq 

Biiou...... 

R.  U.  Kane,  Esq. 

A^^VU.... 

The  course  as  the  previous  day,  thrice  round.  At  about  12h.  30ui«  the 
starting  gun  was  fired,  and  the  Bijou  and  Champion  went  away  with  the 
lead,  the  Kelpie  close  upon  their  weather  quarters :  the  Kelpie  made  a  rush 
to  cover  the  Bijou  at  the  first  flag-boat,  but  the  Champion  quietly  eave  a 
yaw  down  to  leeward,  and  then  putting  her  helm  down  ran  upon  the  Kelpie's 
weather,  and  left  her.  The  hardy  little  Bijou  then  held  the  Champion  a 
sharp  tug,  but  was  ultimately  obliged  to  succumb.  In  the  last  round  the 
Kelpie  shook  up  from  her  drowsy  state,  and  challenging  the  saucy  little 
Bijou  passed  her,  and  endeavoured  to  overhaul  the  leading  vessel,  but  with- 
out success!  The  match  finished  thus  :— Champion  5h.  20m.  45s.;  Kelpie 
5h.  35m.   10s.;    Bijou  5h    37m.  20s.       I  he  Champion  was  declared  the 
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winner.    The  Vigilant  was  prohibited  from  entering  in  consequence  of 
winning  the  Howtb  Cup  on  the  previous  day. 

The  second  race  was  for  a  purse  of  ten  sovereigns,  for  which  the  follow- 
ing clippers  came  to  the  buoys : — Dove,  £lectric,  Flirt,  and  Yidette. 

At  Ih.  30m  the  gun  fired,  and  a  beautiful  start  was  effected;  the  Dove 
went  to  the  front  at  once,  closely  followed  by  the  Vidette  and  Electric,  the 
Flirt  well  up.  As  they  neared  the  second  flag  boat  the  Dove  shifted  her 
balloon  topsail  and  jib,  an  eacample  which  was  quickly  followed  by  the 
Vidette,  and  all  prepared  for  hauling  on  a  wind ;  the  Dove  took  the  flag- 
boat  first,  Vidette  second,  Flirt  third.  Electric  fourth,  and  so  close  were 
they  that  a  sheet  might  have  covered  them.  The  Dove  here  again  began 
to  give  them  a  sample  of  her  weatherly  propensities;  Vidette  held  on  the 
port  tack  away  to  the  northward,  and  to  leeward  of  the  Dove  ;  Flirt  and 
Electric  tacked  to  the  windward  to  look  for  a  stronger  tide  and  a  shore 
breeze.  As  the  Dove  and  Vidette  worked  more  to  the  northward  the  latter 
broke  off,  when  she  immediately  tacked  and  got  a  slant  of  wind,  which 
enabled  her  to  lie  up  to  weather  the  Dove ;  however,  as  she  neared  the 
latter  vessel  she  again  got  'into  the  true  breeze,  broke  off,  and  the  Dove 
weathered  her,  rather  too  close  to  be  pleasant  bad  it  been  the  last  rovod. 
The  Dove  tacked  on  Vidette's  weather,  and  eat  her  eompletely  oat  of  the 
wind.  The  Electric  now  came  rattling  down  on  the  port  tack,  with  a  fresh 
breeze,  and  weathering  the  Vidette,  passed  under  the  Dove^s  stern,  when 
.immediately  the  latter  vessel  tacked  upon  her  weather,  and  a  regular 
dusting  match,  dead  to  windward,  ensued  between  the  three  vessels  for  the 
third  flag.  The  Dove's  powers  of  going  to  windward  stood  her  here  in  good 
need,  as  the  wind  looked  light  up  the  sound,  and  she  had  good  cause  to 
make  all  the  running  she  could  in  the  strong  breeze,  to  shake  off  her  deter- 
mined and  fleet  keeled  little  rivals.  She  got  a  good  pull  on  them  here, 
therefore,  but,  as  was  foreseen,  they  again  overhauled  her  in  the  reach  to 
the  flag-ship,  the  Vidette  and  Electric  setting  balloon  gaff-topsails,  of  vast 
dimensions,  whilst  the  Dove  was  in  nowise  backward  in  sending  her  best 
ifnaU  mainsail  aloft.  The  rounding  of  the  flag  the  first  time  was  accom- 
plished as  follows :— Dove,  3h.  40m.  30s.,  Electric,  8h.  41m.  4^8^  Vjdette, 
dh.  42m.  58.,  Flirt  3h.  49m.  78. 

The  jibing  round  the  ship  of  the  four  vessels  was  one  of  the  prettiest 
and  best  executed  manceuvres  of  the  kind  we  have  ever  witnessed.  The 
Dove  had  now  all  her  work  cut  out,  the  Electric,  with  a  new  topmast  on 
end,  was  making  wicked  sailing,  and  Vidette  had  challenged  more  than 
once.  On  the  run  out  in  the  second  round  to  the  second  flag-boat,  she 
still  held  her  own,  with  the  Electric  and  Vidette  pressing  her  hard,  the 
Flirt  overhauling  them  fast  It  was  again  shift  balloon  canvas,  and  all  came 
by  the  wind,  stripped  to  their  fighting  sails,  for  the  last  turn  to  windward  ; 
the  Electric  this  time  held  on  the  port  tack,  along  with  the  Dove,  away  to 
the  northward,  but  the  Vidette  and  Flirt  tacked  to  the  westward  for  the 
last  of  the  tide  and  a  strong  breeze;  As  they  neared  the  last  flag-boat  the 
Vidette,  by  her  judicious  tack  to  the  westward,  placed  herself  in  the  second 
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potitioOf  and  looked  very  like  a  fioal  chaUenge  to  the  Dove,  but  the  latter 
hardy  little  raoger  pulled  foot  for  death  or  glory,  and  again  took  the  flag* 
boat  from  her  oppooents.  The  reach  home  wat  watched  with  great  anxiety, 
but  the  Electric  had  stood  upon  the  northerly  tack  too  long  The  Vidette 
now  began  to  make  the  running,  but  the  Dove  could  not  be  caught.  After 
aa  prettily  contested  a  race  as  was  ever  witnessed  they  reached  the  flag- 
ship in  the  following  order  and  times,  the  winning  vessel  of  the  first  race, 
the  Champion,  bearing  them  company  (the  first  class  going  round  the  course 
three  times;  the  second  twice.)  Dove,  5b  20m.  6b.,  Vidette,  5h,  22in.  26s., 
Electric,  5h.  48m.  158.,  Flirt,  5h.  52m.  lOs. 

The  Dove  thus  winning  by  her  time,  and  twenty-one  seconds.  Two 
better  sailing  than  these  little  clippers  afforded  could  not  be  witnessed. 
This  concluded  two  excellent  days*  sports  as  regards  yacht  racing,  rowing 
and  other  amusements  filling  up  Bpnre  time.  To  R.  D.  Kane,  Esq.  (Trea- 
surer) and  W.  Boyd,  Esq.,  (Hon  Secretary)  are  entitled  to  the  thanks  of 
all  present  on  the  occasion,  for  the  excellent  arrangements  and  successful 
termination  to  this  annual  fete 

[Our  little  fKend  the  Flirt  seems  to  have  met  in  the  Irish  waters  others  that 
are  more  than  a  match  ior  her.  We  had  anticipated  a  visit  to  her  native 
shores  this  summer,  but  were  disappointed.] 


CRICCIETH  REGATTA. 


UNDbR  the  able  management  of  E.  Mathew,  Esq.,  D.  Homphrey,  Esq., 
and  H.  Owen,  Ksq.,  this  regatta  took  place  on  the  24th  of  August;  the 
weather  during  the  previous  week  had  been  very  unfarourable  for  aqua- 
tic pursuits,  destroying  the  hopes  that  were  at  one  time  entertained  that 
some  of  the  Irish  clippers  would  run  over  to  contend  for  a  rery  handsome 
cup,  whoh  was  advertised  to  be  run  for. 

The  24th  broke  with  an  alarmingly  thick  mist  which  portended  plenty 
of  heat,  but  not  a  breath  of  wind:  crowds  of  spectators  anxiously  looking 
at  their  watches,  which  pointed  nearly  to  the  hour  of  eleven,  before  any 
sign  of  wind  could  be  perceived,  then  however,  flags  and  flounces  began 
to  move,  and  to  the  delight  of  every  body  a  nice  south-westerly  breese 
came  from  seaward.  Various  prizes  were  offered  for  yachts  and  boats, 
the  races  are  well  described  in  a  letter  from  "  Tourist,"  in  BelTs  Li/e^ 
and  we  fear  we  can  add  but  little  to  such  information. 

The  first  race  was  for  the  Criccieth  cup,  value  twenty  guineas,  three 
yachts  were  entered  for  this  race,  the  Minona,  ^^cud,  and  Ciroe,  owing 
to  the  bad  weather  alluded  to  the  Circe  was  detained  at  Holyhead,  the 
Scud  making  the  voyage  without  accident  to  herself,  but  her  boat  bore 
evident  signs  of  rough  work,  the  bows  being  torn  out  in  fiardsey  Sound, 
we  understood,  where  there  was  a  tremendous  sea.     How  they  saved  the 
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boat  is  a  mystery.     The  Circe  not  makiog  her  appearance  the  oom- 
mittee  most  aoxious  to  shew  sport  started  the 


No. 

VameflofTftchta. 

Big. 

To$ 

Owners. 

643 

Miooua 

catter 
catter 

17 
13 

P.  Jonet,  £mi. 
Captain  Iremonger 

856 

head 

Twice  round  a  seyen  mile  square  course.  The  Minona  won  the  Car- 
nanron  cup  from  the  Scud,  a  fortnight  previous  to  this,  and  the  race  was 
looked  forward  to  with  considerable  interest,  the  start  was  made  at  12ii. 
28m.,  a  nice  gaff-topsail  breeze  sending  them  along  at  a  tolerable  speed, 
a  short  board  towards  the  shore  (a  pretty  sight  for  the  spectators,)  where 
bout  ship  to  seaward  they  both  went.  Scud  leading,  in  tacking  towards 
the  first  flag-boat  she  gradually  drew  ahead,  rounding  it  2m.  Ss,  before 
the  Minona:  balloon  jibs  were  now  the  order  of  the  day,  SlGnona  still 
losing  ground.  The  wind  headed  them  between  the  second  flag-boat 
and  flag-ship,  which  brought  out  some  smart  sailing  on  the  part  of  botli 
yachts.  Minona  trying  hard  to  get  nearer  her  little  rival  but  in  vain,  they 
rounded  the  flag-ship  for  the  first  time — Scud  Ih.  44m.  53s.,  Minona 
1-h.  52m.  458. 

From  this  point  there  was  little  variation  in  the  sailing,  and  the  wind 
freshening  a  little  was  all  that  could  be  desired  for  pleasure  sailing,  the 
Minona  still  dropping  astern  the  yachts  finishing  at  the  flag-ship  thus: 
Scud  2h.  52m  ,  Minona  3h*  4m.  23s.— The  former  beating  her  rival  by 
12m.  238. 

The  next  race  was  for  large  sized  pleasure  boats,  which  excited  much 
interest  among  the  spectators,  the  competitors  being  all  well  known  in 
the  neighbourhood,  the  prizes  were  £6  for  the  first,  £4  for  the  second, 
and  £3  for  the  third:  the  following  entered,  Daniel,  Mr.  T.  Jones,  Flirt, 
D.  Homphrey,  Esq.,  Gwylan,  Mr.  T.  Williams,  and  Neptune,  Mr.  J. 
Whittingham. 

The  course  was  the  same  as  that  for  the  yachts,  only  that  it  was  once 
round  instead  of  twice.  The  Gw^rlan  took  the  lead  at  starting,  which 
she  maintained  throughout,  closely  followed  by  the  Flirt,  which  was 
well  handled,  and  required  but  a  small  mistake  on  the  part  of  Gwylan 
to  become  the  victor;  unfortunately  for  Gwylan  the  mistake  was  made; 
she  rounded  the  flag-ship  on  the  wrong  side,  little  Flirt  close  at  her  heels 
saw  the  error,  and  before  Gwylan  could  again  round  the  Flirt  passed  the 
flag-ship  Im.  308.  ahead:  the  Daniel  a  good  third. 

The  next  race  for  large  trawlers  brought  three  wholesome-looking 
craft  of  some  15  tons  to  the  fore,  and  after  an  excellent  race  a  Port 
Madoo  trawler  won. 


BEAT7MABI&  BEGATTA.  431 

Many  other  boat  races  and  varioos  sports  coocluding  an  excellently 
managed  regatta. 

Criocieth  possessing  every  requisite  for  aqoatic  sports,  combined  with 
beautiful  picturesque  riews,  we  hope  more  of  the  ''  royals "  will  show 
their  bunting  at  the  next  and  future  regattas,  as  we  are  assured  it  may' 
be  booked  as  an  annual  amusement. 


BEAUMARIS  REGATTA. 

This  was  formerly  an  annual /«/!(,  but  for  some  reason  of  late  years  it  has 
been  discontinued,  however,  not  to  be  behindhand  with  their  neighbours  of 
Carnarvon  and  Holyhead,  the  inhabitants  roused  themselves  this  year,  and 
under  the  patronage  of  9ir  R.  Bulkeley  Bart,  m.p.,  a  most  excellent  regatta 
took  place  on  the  Slat  of  August.  A  good  bill  of  fare  was  distributed  early 
on  that  morning  to  many  hundreds'of  spectators  who  thronged  both  shores  of 
thf  Menai  Straits,  and,  an  unusual  thing,  many  were  the  entries,  so  that 
there  was  every  prospect  of  a  good  day's  sport. 

First  race,  the  Menai  Cup  value  20  guineas ;  to  contend  for  this,  a  very 
handsome  Claret  Jug,  the  following  yachts  started  at  12h  45m: — Petrel, 
10  tons,  R.  Fawcett,  Esq.,  Scud,  13  tons,  Capt.  Iremonger.,  Circe,  14  tons, 
L.  Turner,  Esq.,  Minona,  17  tons,  P.  Jones,  Esq. 

The  Minona  and  Scad  are  two  old  antagonists,  and  met  here  for  the  third 
time  this  year  to  determine  which  was  to  wear  the  crown  of  Palm  for  1858, 
each  having  won  a  Cup  from  the  other  this  season ;  the  Minona  in  a  strong 
breeze  at  Carnarvon,  the  Scud  in  a  moderate  breeze  at  Criccieth.    The  Scud 
by  no  means  satisfied  that  the  manner  in  which  she  lost  the  cup  at  Camar* 
von  should  be  construed  into  a  defeat,  resolved,  instead  of  detailing  the 
various  mishaps  that  then  occurred,  to  follow  up  the  Minona  until  she  re- 
deemed her  character,  which  those  unacquainted  with  the  accident  might 
fancy  lost ;  in  this  she  completely  succeeded,  having  beaten  the  Minona  twice 
in  one  week,  and  in  this  instance  in  a  breeze  to  the  Minona's  taste  completely. 
The  wind  was  very  strong  and  squally  and  many  were  the  prophets  that  17 
tons  would  prove  too  many  for  13.    The  course  was  from  Gallows  Point, 
Beaumaris,  to  a  buoy  off  Craig  y  Don;  thence  to  a  buoy  off  Penmaen,  back 
again  to  Craig^y  Don,  twice  round,  to  finish  at  Beaumaris  Pier,  which  was 
twice  passed  during  the  race ;  the  three  larger  yachts  made  a  very  bad  start, 
the  little  Petrel  on  the  other  hand  making  a  vejry  good  one,  got  away  at  once 
and  took  a  very  decided  lead,  ^he'roundied  the  buoy  off  Craig  y  Don  and 
away  she  went  before  the  wind  past  Beaumaris  Pier: — Petrel  Ih.  15m. 
Scud  Ih.  26m.  30s.;  Circe  Ih.  2rlm.  10s.;  Minona  Ih.  21m.  40s.;  but  the 
larger  ones  were  gradually  overhauling  Petrel  all  the  wajf  down  to  Penmaen 
buoy,  which  she  rounded  fl^tj  Scud  close  at  her  heels,  and  now  her  race  was 
run,  the  wind  b^^e  was  very  strong,  which  with  the  short  tacks  soon  found 
out  what  they  were  alt  made  of,  Circe  and  Petrel  were  immediately  left  fiv 
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aetero,  evidently  having  no  chance  with  the  other  two,  which  carried  on  a 
most  exciting  race,  but  the  Send  was  making  good  weather  of  it,  she  crept 
away  slowly  but  surely  from  her  larger  rival,  and  improved  her  position  each 
tack,'eventually  finishing: — Scud  5h.  22m  ;  Minona  5h,  29m^  Circe  6h.  41m. 
The  Scud  thus  winning  her  cup  well  and  fairly,  and  earning  the  crown  of 
Palm,  her  owner  being  warmly  congratulated  on  his  perseverance  and 
success. 

The  next  race  a  purse  of  £10  for  the  first,  and  £5  for  the  second,  was  for 
smaller^'yachts  once  round  the  course  of  the  larger  yachts ;  another  guod 
entry  brought  to  the  post:— Coquette,  10  tons,  Mr.  Roberts ^  Razor  Bill, 
6  tons,  H.  Griffith,  Esq.;  Dwarf,  8  tons,  T.  Williams,  Esq ,  and  Mary,  5 
tons. 

The^breeze  was  rather  strong  for  the  smaller  crafi,  causing  many  a  wet 
jacket,  they  however  went  manfully  to  work,  Razor  Bill  with  a  reef  down, 
the  others  carrying  whole  canvas.  The  start  which  took  place  about  half- 
past  one,  was  very  pretty,  all  getting  off  well  together:  the  Coquette  took  the 
lead,  and  her  backers,  who  were  numerous  in  so  strong  a  breeze,  began  to 
congratulate  tbemselves  on  their  prescience,  still  there  were  fears.  The 
little  Razor  Bill  ^as  known  to  be  an  oot  and  out  good  boat,  snd  she  was  too 
close  to  be  pleasant.  Round  the  Craig  y  Don  buoy  they  went,  and  here  fell 
in  with  the  yachts  contending  for  the  cup,  the  whole  forming  a  veiy  pretty 
picture.  When  we  could  again  pick  them  out  Coquette  was  still  leading,  but 
the  Razor  Bill  was  close  on  her  weather  quarter,  and  on  ^Miaring  the  pier  at 
Beaumaris  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  decide  which  was  leading — Dwarf 
and  Mary  a  little  distance  astern :  the  buoy  of  Penmaen  was  first  rounded  by 
Razor  Bill,— Coquette,  Mary,  and  Dwarf  close  at  hand:  in  the  beat  op  this 
position  was  maintained  throughout,  the  Coquette  not  being  able  to  catch 
the  ^*  bird  of  the  ocean,**  they  passed  Beaumaris  pier  thus — Razor  BiU  4b. 
8m.,  Coquette  4h.  11m.,  Mary,  4h.  24m.,  and  Dwarf  4h.  25m. 

Sailing  and  pulling  boat  races  in  the  meantime  were  carried  on  #ith  great 
spirit:  the  numerous  spectators  fipom  Liverpool,  and  those  in. the  immediate 
nei^bourhood,  dispersing  late  in  the  evening  highly  delighted  with  the  day's 
amnsement. 


THOMAS  ASSHBTON  SMITH,  £SQ^  late  Commodore  of  the  Royal  Welsh 
Tacht  Club.— The  death  of  this  gentleman,  on  the  12th  alt.,  has  caused  a  void 
that  will  be  felt  for  some  time  by  all  classes  of  society,  for  his  assodates  mourn 
him  as  a  dear  and  valued  friend,  and  his  dependents  as  an  exoelltnt  and  kind 
master.  The  poor  of  the  neighbourhood  of  his  estates  lose  a  liberal  and  gene- 
rous benefactor.  He  was  a  staunch  patron  of  nautical  pursuits,  and  a  keen  and 
ardent  sportsman.  To  sum  up  the  character  of  the  deceased,  he  was  of  that 
class  which  are  now  rarely  to  be  met  with—**  The  fine  Old  English  Gentlemen.** 
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MBABUBEMBNT  Of  YAOHTB*  CAMVA8. 
*The  tatt  waj  U  a« good m aay."  -Nobth CouiiTmT  Pbotkbb. 


Fob  years  past  I  kave  notieed  th^  arguments  advanced  on  the  qoes- 
tion  of  Yacht  Measurement,  and  that  whilst  those  who  studied  the 
etthject  at  all«  admitted  the  old  system  to  be  wrong,  and  only  caku- 
kled  to  encdurage  fidse  principles  of  building,  few  had  the  boldness 
t»  propose  any  thing  more  than  to  make  a  compromise  of  the  true 
principles  of  the  qaestiott. 

I  had  begun  to  despair  that  any  beneficial  alteration  would  be 
made  io  my:  time,  but  the  first  article  in  the  October  number  of  the 
YachHng  Magazine^  a&d  the  fiuH;  that  the  late  Mr;  Marett's  *'area 
of  canvaa"  suggestions  had  been  successfully  adopted  in  some  of  the 
lalei  matches,  enooiirage  me  to  hope  that  now  is  the  time  to  press  for 
an  altmtion  of  the  oM  system. 

The  old  mode  of  tonnage  admeasurement  was  not  exactly,  but 
AwA  98  much  to  the  purpose  as  the  fi)llowing : — **  I^  UngA  shaU 
keUihm  from  the  hml  of  the  mainmast  io  the  niam^(^ 
which  mbtraeUng  ihree-J^  of  ike  length  of  iho  bowoprU,  the  re- 
maindtT  AeM  he  esieemed  as  thefusi  bngth  of  the  gunwtde^  to  find  the 
tonnage;  and  the  breadth  shaU  he  iakenfrom  the  broadest  st^  of  (he 

VO.  11.— TOL.  TII.  3  L 
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eampanion  ladder^  wiihoiU  reference  to  the  size  of  the  whales  that  vmy 
have  ascended  or  descended  U^  then  muUiplying  the  length  of  the  gun- 
toale^  by  the  breadth  so  taken,  and  thai  product  by  half  that  breadth^ 
and  dividing  the  whole  by  the  number  of  shot  tliai  are  in  the  lockers^ 
the  quotient  shaU  be  deemed  the  true  contents  of  the  tonnage^  as  well  as 
the  name  of  the  captain.*' !  !  ! 

If  the  area  of  canvas  rule,  which  I  admit  to  be  very  desirable,  is 
adopted,  yachtsmen  odght  not  to  be  satisfied  with  any  other  than  an 
exact  mode  of  measurement,  and  as  I  think  I  can  prove  that  this  is 
as  easy  as  an  empirical  one,  I  propose  it  for  the  consideration  of  your 
readers. 

Mr.  Marett  says,  **  One  plan  is  to  measure  the  actual  sails,  which 
is  a  principle  unobjectionable,  but  forms  a  work  of  considerable  diffi- 
culty and  labour.'*  In  the  first  part  of  these  two  conditions  I  entirely 
agree,  but  not  in  the  latter.  He  then  says,  ^'Another  plan  is  to  mea- 
sure the  spars,  and*then  ascertain  by  empirical  roles  what  is  the  area 
of  the  sails,'*  &c.  Now  I  think  that  the  sails  may  be  as  easily  mea- 
sured as  the  spars ;  but,  be  it  so  or  not,  the  latter  method  is  not 
nearer  to  correctness  than  if  a  land  surv^or  were  to  measure  the 
length  of  the  fences,  instead  of  measuring  the  fields  on  geometrical 
principles. 

I  enclose  a  rough  diagram  shewing  my  proposed  mode  of  sail  mea- 
suring, which  being  geometrically  correct,  would  rid  us  of  ingenious 
dodges,  and  all  empirical  rules.  The  number  of  dimensions  (ten) 
to  be  taken  in  mesbsuring  the  sails  of  a  cutter  would  be  more  than 
those  proposed  by  Mr.  Marett,  (for  whom,  tho'  I  had  not  the  pleasure 
of  knowing  him,  I  in  common  with  all  the  yachtsmen  I  know,  enter- 
tain a  very  high  opinion,)  but  they  would  be  easily  taken»  and  pve 
an  exact  result  with  a  smaller  number  of  ^ures  than  Mr.  Marett's 
rule,  which  he  admits  to  be  only  an  approximation. 

The  diagram  with  the  figures  upon  it  is  arranged  as  a  counterpart 
of  the  clever  article  in  October  Mag.  page  387-  I  have  not  the  exact 
dimensions  of  the  Mosquito's  canvas,  so  do  not  profess  the  sketch  to 
be  anything  more  than  an  approximation  arrived  at  from  Mr.  M's 
book,  |>age  86 ;  but  the  difference,  viz.  4012  feet  given  by  your  cor- 
respondent and  4004  as  made  out  by  my  mode  of  measurement,  is 
as  little  as  any  practical  person  can  expect. 

Tom  Tug. 
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rWe  have  mnch  pleasure  in  calling  the  attention  of  our  readers  to 
the  practical  susrgestions  on  '*  Sail  Measurement,**  contained  in  the  fore- 
goinor  article  i>f  our  correspmident  •*  Tom  Tug,"  who,  tho*  we  have  not 
the  advantage  of  knowing  *<  in  oorpore  vili/*  we  have  no  doubt  can 
''  handle  his  oar  with  skill  and  dexteritj,"  and  **  will  seldom  be  in  want 
of  a  /air  ^ — ^perusal. 

If  the  measurement  of  sails  is  to  be  adopted,  a  correct  method  of  doing 
it  even  if  more  troublesome,  ought  to  be  used,  but  we  are  by  no  means 
certain  that  the  difficulties  generally  made  to  the  true  system  (that  of 
actual  displacement)  are  so  great  as  they  have  been  represented. 

Scientific  shipbuilders  are  not  generally  in  the  habit  of  making  a  se- 
cret of  the  lines  on  which  their  shipis  are  built.  Mr.  Marett  has  given 
us  those  of  the  America,  Mary  Taylor,  Mosquito,  and  many  others  of 
the  fastest  vessels  of  the  day,  from  such  lines  any  practical  draughtsman, 
or  other  person  with  the  smallest  knowledge  of  Greometry,  would  be  able 
to  calculate  the  true  displacement  at  every  inch  between  the  greatest 
and  smallest  draughts  of  water,  in  two  or  three  hours.  The  results  of 
these  calculations,  we  think,  few  builders  would  object  to  give,  and  they 
might,  if  thought  necessary,  be  checked  by  an  independent  measurer. 

We  invite  discussion  on  this  important  qiiestion,  and  recommend  the 
subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  numerous  scientific  yachtsmen  and 
marine  architects  who  will,  no  doubt,  be  present  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  British  Association  at  Aberdeen. — Ed.] 


WANDERENG  NOTES— MY  TRIP  TO  FRANCE. 


**  Calm  Temperance,  whose  blessings  those  partake. 
W  ho  hunger  and  who  thirst  for  scribbling  sake."— Dcvgiadw 


Thb  summer  amusements  on  the  Solent  having  terminated  so  far  as 
the  royal  regattas  were  concerned,  I  resolved  upon  paying  a  visit  to 
Fiance,  in  order  to  be  present  at  an  Imperial  regatta,  and  to  employ 
my  pen  in  furnishing  a  rambling  record  of  my  cruise;  garnishing  my 
log  with  such  observations  as  occurred  on  my  passage  to  Havre^ 
thence  across  the  Seine  to  La  Normandie,  and  home  again.  Home 
again !  Sweet  words,  dear  to  every  Englishman.  Yes,  in  my  early 
days  I  have  wandered  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  traversed 
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the  four  oceans^  north  and  south,  east  and  west,  and  in  the  words  of 
tlie  Centurion,'*' 


**  Torrid  «ad  fidgid  xonet  h»Te 
And  Mfe  aahon  Mrived  at  Ust." 

But  after  all  I  have  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  as  with  the  termt' 
nating  initials  to  an  Invoice, — **  E  and  O  £,*'  which  literally  mean 
^  errors  and  omissions  excepted," 

<*  There  fa  no  pUoe  like  home.*' 

And  such  a  home  as  no  other  country  in  the  known  world,  besides 
our  sea-girt  island  can  offer  to  a  stranger,  in  the  English  acceptation 
of  the  word.  Neither  Frendi,  nor  Spanish,  nor  any  Southern  lan- 
guage, with  all  their  richness  of  expressions  and  idionis  can  present 
any  other  signification  for  *^  my  home''  than  ehez  moi,  or  mi  easa, 
which  literally  signify  **  my  house,"  and  which  may  be  made  plea- 
sant or  miserable  as  may  suit  the  taste  of  the  occupant. 

Without  stopping  any  longer  to  discuss  that  point  I  shall  proceed 
with  my  erratic  notes,  and  pen  them  as  they  occurred.  It  is  univ»- 
sally  admitted  that  the  opportunity  which  our  predecessors  had  of 
acquiring  knowledge  was  very  limited.  A  traveller  in  their  days  was 
deemed  a  prodigy.  The  fireside  recital  of  his.  wanderings  was  lo<^ed 
upon  with  suspicion,  as  being  somewhat  marvellous,  and  the  hair- 
breadth escapes  were  altogether  miraculous.  In  those  days  a  voyage 
to  the  continent  occupied  about  as  much  time  as  the  Overland  route 
to  India  does  in  the  present  day.  The  facilities  now  afforded  by 
steam,  railways,  and  excursion  trips  have  caused  towns  apd  counties 
to  be  frequently  brought  together,  and  the  people  now  form  one  com- 
munity. In  short,  every  one  has  the  opportunity  afforded  him  of 
becoming  **  a  traveller."  It  is  only  here  and  there  we  find  an  excep- 
tion, even  though  the  extent  of  the  journey  be  but  a  watch  on  deck — 
four  hours.  It  is  possible  we  may  meet  with  an  aged  inhabitant  who 
has  not  even  visited  the  Great  Metropolis,  or  has  even  been  ten  miles 
beyond  his  native  village,  and  for  the  life  of  him  might  as  well  have 
been  bedridden. 

We  have  repeatedly  listened  to  our  country  friends,  and  heard  the 
selfsame  tale  repeated  over  and  over  again,  and  like  a  sponge  sucked 
up  the  moisture,  and  inwardly  laughed  at  the  recital — of  the  wonders 
they  alleged  to  have  seen, — ^that  in  their  traverse  across  Channel  'Hhe 

*  The  figure  head  of  Lord  Aiuon**  ship*  near  Goodwood  Park. 
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,  ran  mounUiDft  high  ;*'  anti  we  pitied  their  simplicity  when  they 
assured  us  that  the  "  sea  was  always  roi^h."     In  conveTsation  with 
such  persons  we  can  give  data,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  to  the  re- 
markable occurrences  which  have  induced  them  to  leave  their  homes, 
particularly  during  the  present  half  of  the  I9th  century,— few  sands 
of  which  have  escaped  its  hoiv  glass,— commencing  with,  for  instance, 
*'  when  I  was  in  London,**  that  is  in  the  year  1851,  which  the  reader 
may  be  assured  is  an  historical  fact,  was  the  year  of  the  Great  Ex- 
hibUum^  and  in  which  the  world  was  made  acquainted  with  a  new 
qrstem  of  architecture  in  the  combination  of  iron  and  glass,  and  which 
BOW  it  appears  need  only  to  be  modified  according  to  the  object  6f 
the  intended  building  and  national  taste.     Again,  **  when  I  was  in 
Paris,"  that  is  in  the  year  1854,  which  the  reader  may  be  assured 
was  the  year  of  the  opening  of  the  PalaU  de  r Industrie^  **  I  visited 
theTuilleries,  the  various  Theatres,  the  Palais  Royal,  the  Madeline,  ' 
Notre  Dame,  I  frequented  tlie  cafes  and  restaurantes, — I  danced  in 
the  Jardin  Mobille,  which,  by-the-bye,  only  cost  three  francs  in  our 
money,  exactly  half-a^rown, — the  ladies  being  always  admitted  free; 
and  after  stopping  nine  days,  having  no  other  guide  but  Bradshaw, 
I  returned  highly  gratified  with  my  trip,  but  I  brought  nothing  home 
with  me  (being  afraid  of  the  customs)  beyond  the  gratification  I  ex- 
perienced during  my  trip  to  Paris  ;'* — a  nine  days  wonder.     Such  is 
about  the  quantum  of  information  imparted  by  our  country  cousins. 

Now,  when  Zwas  in  France,  that  is,  in  the  year  1858,  but  not 
when  all  England  took  French  leave,  (from  which  the  reader  may 
infer  that  her  children  invaded  Cherbourg  to  see  the  ^'  marvels  of 
Egypt;*'  but  beyond  witnessing  the  gorgeous  spectacle  which  *<smoke 
and  bunting  *'  produced,)  I  could  obtain  no  &voimble  information 
from  my  travelling  friends  which  would  at  all  enlighten  me  on  the 
subject,  or  any  particulars  beyond  what  had  been  manifolded  to  the 
world  through  the  ubiquitous  personage  known  as  ^'  our  special  cor- 
respondent,'* or  what  some  well  known  admiral  or  egotistical  M.P. 
described  (in  his  return  to  his  constituents,  in  an  after  dinner  speech. 

However,  not  being  partial  to  military  tournaments,  I,  on  that  oc- 
casion became  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  having  drferred  my 
visit  to  La  Belle  France  until  the  opportunity  was  afforded  me  of 
witnessing  an  aquatic  spectacle,  and  which  occurred  on  Sunday,  the 
29th  day  of  August,  at  Havre  de  Grace.  I  had  previously  made  the 
aaquamtance  of  a  few  residents  there,  when  in  our  gardw  of  Eng- 
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land.  They  assured  me  that  if  eyer  I  went  to  France  to  be  sure  and 
call  upon  them,  and  I  should  be  made  welcome.  All  the  civilities 
and  attention  I  had  shewn  to  them  during  their  stay  in  La  Grande 
Bretagne  should  be  proffered  tenfold.  I  flattered  myself  that  none 
would  be  made  more  welcome  than  myself*  and  that  I  needed  no  other 
accompaniment  than  a  passport,  inasmuch,  tjiat  no  one,  is  per- 
mitted to  visit  France  without  one,  that  is,  according  to  the  ordi- 
nances, vide  Code  Nap.^  iitre  — ,  art.  — ,  and  in  these  piping  times 
of  peace  too,  if  a  stranger  were  unaccompanied  by  such  a  necessary 
document  he  would  be  subjected  to  all  the  pains  and  penalties  of 
detention,  and  probably  have  a  taste  of  Cayenne.  One  species  of 
which  I  am  particularly  fond  of,  as  an  old  oriental  acquaintance 

Notwithstanding  those  assertions  I  ventured  to  entertain  a  better 
opinion  of  the  character  and  sincerity  of  our  '*  faithful  ally**  than 
'  even  the  Jupiter  or  Thunder  of  the  day.  Moreover,  I  had  been  re- 
assured by  my  French  friends  that  I  should  meet  with  every  hospi- 
tality and  I  don't  know  what  I  should  not  see.  Who  could  then  re- 
sist the  temptation?  With  such  glittering  prospects  before  me, 
coupled  with  an  ordinary  amount  of  assurance,  and  possessing  a 
goodly  smatter  of  the  language  I  determined  upon  leaving  again  my 
home  for  foreign  lands.  Accordingly  I  provided  myself  with  a  pass- 
port, bnit  which  in  the  hurry  of  my  departure  I  had  left  behind. 
Quantum  valet — a  crown. 

To  compensate  me  for  such  a  loss  I  fancied  I  had  a  substitute  —  a 
travelling  ticket, — I  was  a  "  gentleman  of  the  press,*'  and  that  there 
was  nothing  formidable  about  me,  either  in  my  pen  or  my  appear- 
ance. There  was  no  mistaking  my  identity :  thej-e  was  no  brass 
about  me  but  the  Cherbourg  medal,  which  a  friend  had  presented  to 
roe  in  commemoration  of  the  event,  and  as  a  memento  of  what  I  had 
not  seen  :  this  token  I  wore  suspended  to  my  Albert  as  a  souvenir 
of  respect  to  our  allies.  Moreover,  with  a  John  Bull  like  expression 
of  countenance  and  a  certain  rotundity  of  figure, — a  sort  of  peg-top 
appearance,  that  there  could  be  no  taking  me  for  any  vile  atieniat, 
I  therefore  resolved  upon  making  a  decent  descent  on  the  opposite 
coast  without  that  required  visa. 

At  length  the  day  arrived  for  me  to  cross  the  Channel : — to  be 
precise,  at  2h.  30m.  a.m.  of  the  24th  of  August,  1 858, 1  was  aroused 
from  my  slumber  by  a  messenger  from  the  E.T.C.,  which  letters 
sometimes  are  taken  for  eicefera^  but  in  the  present  instance  signified 
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the  Electric  Telegraph  Company.  The  messenger  informed  me  that 
the  United  States  Mail  Company's  steam-ship  Vanderbilt,  had  just 
passed  Hurst  Castle,  distant  about  twelve  miles  from  my  domicile — 
Cowes;  thus  affording  me  ample  notice  to  get  my  travelling  dunnage 
together,  and  the  opportunity  of  stowing  in  my  hold  a  cup  of  verita- 
ble Mocha. 

,  At  3h.  30m.  a.m.,  the  booming  of  a  couple  of  guns  announced 
the  arrival  of  the  steamer  in  Cowes  Roads.  ^  One  was  intended  to 
apprise  the  small  steamer  which  was  in  attendance,  and  the  other 
for  the  French  pilot  to  hasten  on  board.  Tlie  stately  steamer  brought 
up  for  a  short  time  to  facilitate  the  disembarkation  of  such  of  her 
mails  and  passengers  as  were  destined  for  England:  and  they  were 
aa  expeditiously  as  possible,  transhipped  into  the  said  small  steamer, 
imder  the  superintendence  of  the  Custom's  authorities  and  ultimately 
conveyed  to  Southampton.  The  hour  had  now  arrived,  when,  who 
can  depict  the  anxiety  inwardly  felt  by  those  dear  to  a  home,  at  the 
moment  of  one's  departure  for  a  foreign  soil,  but  themselves.  I  had 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  same  feeling  was  inwardly  suppressed 
on  the  wanderer  quitting  his  home,  only  to  be  counterbalanced  by  the 
outward  joy  manifest  on  his  return.  But,  to  be  descriptive  rather 
than  pathetic,  I  will  proceed  with  my  narrative. 

In  a  few  minutes  I  embarked  in  a  small  boat,  and  was  rowed  to 
the  steamer,  pleased  to  think  that  my  ambition  was  about  to  be 
gratified  with  a  trip  on  board  one  of  Uncle  Sam's  Leviathans,  the 
largest  steamer  afloat,  6,340  tons.  On  nearing  her  in  the  morning 
haze  she  loomed  to  that  extent  which  might  have  induced  me  to 
imagine  myself  alongside  the  ^*  Great  Eastern",  had  I  not  known 
to  the  contrary.  At  length  I  found  myself  alongside,  and  having 
scrambled  up  her  companion  ladder,  I  boarded  the  vessel  amid  chaos 
and  confusion  of  bags  and  baggage,  caused  in  the  transhipment  of 
passengers,  and  I  made  my  way  along  the  deck  to  the  Purser's 
berth,  which  after  some  little  struggle  I  succeeded  in  reaching. 

Having  paid  my  respects  to  the  gentlemanly  purser  and  doctor— 
for  these  two  departments  are  combined  in  this  line  of  Ocean  Steam- 
ers, who  received  me  most  cordially :  I  signified  to  him  my  wish  to 
be  gratified  with  a  trip  across  Channel  in  his  majestic  vessel.  He 
assured  me  of  the  pleasure  of  my  company,  and  I  considered  myself 
henceforth  as  entered  on  the  ship's  books ''  Oimq>agfum  de  laManehe,*' 
in  whieh  capacity  I  was  to  make  my  way  into  France  sans  passpori. 
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After  the  lapse  of  a  few  minutes  the  sonorous  bell  of  the  Yander- 
bilt  announced  for  the  last  time  "  All  strangers  to  quit  the  sbip!** — 
and  the  *'  Aid"  then  cast  ofiF  with  a  portion  of  the  Trans- Atlantic 
freight.  Three  hearty  hurras  greeted  the  departure  of  the  passengers 
as  the  steamer  wended  her  way  to  the  northward. 

In  another  few  minutes  the  ponderous  anchor  was  weighed,  and 
at  4h.  20m  a«m.,  Greenwich  mean  time,  I  found  the  stately  ship  ma- 
jestically steaming  onVard  in  the  further  prosecution  of  her  voyage 
to  the  harbour  of  Grace,  and  myself  pacing  the  deck. 

Gliding  imperceptibly  along  the  unruffled  waters  of  the  Solent, 
the  steamer  in  20  minutes  more  was  passing  Ryde  Pier.  That 
fashionable  promenade  presented  a  contrast  at  that  early  hour  of 
a.m.,  to  the  usual  hum  of  beauty  it  presents  at  the  same  hour  p.m. 
All  was  now  quiet, — ^the  gaslights  on  shore  dimly  burning,  and  but 
one  solitary  individual — a  policeman — ^guarding  the  pier-head. 

At  4b.  69m.  a.m.  we  were  abreast  the  Warner  light-ship.  The 
steamer  stopped  her  engines  for  a  few  moments, — her  way  was 
deadened — and  the  inward  pilot  left  the  vessel.  This  sligbt  detention 
having  been  got  over,  the  signal  was  given  to  go  ahead;  and  she  was 
now  under  charge  of  her  sea  pilot.  At  5h.  10m.  we  were  abreast  the 
Nab  light-ship,  when  the  French  pilot  took  charge,  and  finom  thence 
we  take  a  fresh  departure.  Lat.  50*  424'  N.,  and  long.  I**  02'  W., 
course  and  distance  to  Cape  La  H^ve  S.^El,  83  miles. 

I  had  now  recourse  to  my  memorandum  book,  and  hence  be^na 
my  sea  log.  I  found  on  working  up  the  reckoning  that  ahe  lad 
thus  early  accomplished  14  miles  distance  run  in  Oh.  50m! 

The  weather  continued  deligbtfrd,  a  north-easterly  air  prevailed, 
something  beyond  a  catspaw,  just  sufficient  to  make  it  refreshinjg. 
The  weather,  however,  was  overcast  and  there  Was  mudi  hnze  on  the 
horizon,  which  scarcely  rendered  objects  visible  beyond  8  or  10 
miles.     But 

"  The  air,  oh,Uow  pare,  and  the  morning  how  mild. 
And  the  waters  lay  hush'd  like  a  sleeping  child." 

As  we  glided  throujo^  the  aquatic  mirror  almost  imperoqfvtiblyy  we 
seen  passed  along  the  east  end  of  the  Isle  of  W^t,  and  ita  romantie 
villages,  until  we  were  &irly  on  the  blue  sea,  Duniose  had  now 
sunk  aaiid  the  haae,  and 

**  The  land  was  no  Icnifer  in- vfew.** 
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The  steamer  wended  her  way  to  the  southward  with  almost  incre^ 
dible  speed ;  all  appeared  to  me  as  a  prolonged  dream.  On  leaving 
Gowes  the  passengers  and  the  watch  below  had  all  turned  in  again. 
I  also  imagined  that  I  was  still  in  the  arms  of  Somnus.  All  was 
quietude :  there  was  not  the  slightest  motion  in  the  vessel.  ^  Not 
a  sound  was  heard*'  save  that  of  the  converse  of  the  officers  as  they 
paced  the  deck.  The  engines  were  now  making  14^  revolutions  per 
minute,  which  the  dvU  engineer  informed  me  was  not  her  ordinary 
pace,  and  that  they  could  work  up  to  17)  which  would  indicate  the 
speed  she  would  be  then  going. 

The  weather  was  getting  more  hazy,  with  a  i=egular  channel  sky 
as  the  sun  increased  his  altitude.  We  now  discerned  from  the  lofty 
hurricane  deck  several  large  vessels  working  up  channel.  At  6h. 
35m.  we  met  the  U«  S.  mail-ship  Fulton«  steering  towards  the  east 
end  of  the  island,  being  bound  to  Cowes  to  receive  her  mails  for  New 
York,  whither  she  was  destined  to  sail  at  4h.  p.m.  that  day.  The 
Fulton  had  left  Havre  the  previous  night*  At  6h.  30m.  we  had 
gained  a  good  offing,  being  then  about  20  miles  from  the  English 
coast. 

Having  before  us  clear  sea  room  I  wiled  away  the  time  watching 
the  easy  and  r^ular  movement  of  the  stupendous  **  walking  beams** 
as  they  are  called.  They  reminded  me  of  something  like  the  slow 
but  gradual  revolutions  of  those  huge  black  water  wheels  I  had  often 
seen  in  my  boyhood  at  either  end  of  old  London  bridge. 

Eight  bells  at  length  struck,  and  the  passengers  were  on  deck. 
Many  were  the  enquiries  as  to  the  news.  When  in  converse  with 
them  a  gentle  announcement  requested  us  all  to  step  below  to  break- 
fast ;  had  we  not  obeyed  the  second  summons,  we  should  have  been 
wanting  in  respect  to  our  friends — so  far  the  morning  watch  was 
pleasantly  and  speedily  got  over. 

On  our  return  on  deck  we  discovered  through  the  haze  at  9h.  a.m. 
the  coast  of  France,  trending  from  Cape  La  H^ve  to  Cape  Antifer, 
at  a  distance  of  about  20  miles.  We  had  previously  been  advised 
that  our  proximity  to  the  coast  would  be  demonstrated  by  the  presence 
of  a  number  of  fishing  vessels,  which  most  certainly  proved  to  be  ' 
the  case.  The  steamer  was  now  rapidly  approaching  her  destination, 
every  minute  she  progressed  towards  the  same,  we  fancied  the  land 
was  brought  nearer  and  nearer  to'  us  than  under  the  ordinary  circum- 
stances we  had  been  accustomed  to  witness,  and  this;  as  a  matter  of 
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course,  could  only  be  attributed  to  the  extraordinary  speed  the  veaael 
was  then  going. 

At  lOh.  30m.  we  w^e  abreast  of  Cape  La  H^ve,  the  eastern 
promontory  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Seine.  On  the  cape  at  an 
elevation  of  446  feet  above  the  sea  are  two  lighthouses*  with  fixed 
lights,  which  OMiy  be  seen  in  clear  weather  at  a  distance  of  18  or  20 
iLiles.  They  are  in  lat.  49**  31'  K,  and  long,  2*^  13'  45"  W.  of  Paris, 
or  long.  0°  4'  East  of  Greenwich.  The  difference  of  time  between 
the  two  meridians  being  8m.  66s.  too  fast,  that  is  to  say  when  it  b 
noon  at  Greenwich,  it  is  8m.  66s.  past  noon  at  Paris,  and  from  which 
latter  meridian  the  time  throughout  France  is  governed.  Paris  being 
m  lat.  48**  50',  long.  2**  17'  6"  E.  of  Greenwich. 

From  hence  to  the  port  of  Havre  is  situate  the  beautiful  bay  of 
Ste.  Adresse,  with  its  scattered  villas  and  houses  intermingled  with 
the  most  luxuriant  foliafire.  On  the  shore  are  bathing  rooms  and 
the  hotel  of  Frascatti,  celebrated  we  were  told  as  the  rendezvous  of 
the  elite  of  France  in  the  season,  as  the  Isle  of  Wight  may  be  con- 
sidered to  be  that  of  the  aristocracy  of  England.  In  this  bay  the 
Regatta  of  Havre  annually  takes  place.  About  three  or  four  miles 
to  the  westward  of  Cape  La  H^ve  is  situate  what  is  termed  the  outer 
roadstead,  where  vessels  of  heavy  draft  of  water  bring  up,  and  wait 
until  there  is  sufficient  water  to  enable  them  to  enter  Havre. 

We  were  now  fast  approaching  Havre  at  the  distance  of  about  a 
mile  from  the  shore,  the  vessel  going  at  half  speed,  which  afforded 
a  &vourabIe  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  animating  scene  around 
us,  aided  by  a  brilliant  summer's  day,  the  sun  having  shone  forth 
as  he  neared  his  zenith,  and  the  cloudy  weather  disappeared.  In 
consequence  of  there  being  several  vessels  entering  and  about  to 
enter  the  port,  the  pilot  made  a  detour  to  the  southward  and  west- 
ward round  tlie  buoys.  At  llh.  a.m.  we  were  off  the  entrance^ 
when  the  engines  were  temporarily  stopped.  At  llh.  35m.  the* 
Yanderbilt  was  majestically  steaming  between  the  jetties  or  entrance 
to  the  Avant-port  or  Tidal  basin.  The  piers  were  crowded  with 
p3rsons  of  every  description ;  some,  no  doubt  had  come  forth  to  wit- 
•ness  the  entrte  of  so  large  a  vessel,  while  others  were  in  attendance 
pofir  le  service  du  Port^  and  were  ready  to  catch  hold  of  the  warps  on 
both  sides  to  guide  the  steamer,  if  necessary.  There  were  also  several 
pirogues  or  boats  well  manned  ready  to  carry  out  hawsers.  Their 
respective  patrons  or  coxswains,  being  under  the  direction  of  the 
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pilot  of  the  vessel.  We  cannot  help  recording  our  praise  at  the 
systematic  and  quiet  manner  in  which  this  branch  of  the  service  is 
performed;  the  pilot  service  being  under  Mons.  Mazeras,  hpUoi 
major^  nor  must  we  omit  to  mention  the  respectable  appearance  of 
the  pilots  to  whose  care  the  commercial  property  is  temporarily 
entrusted,  and  as  the  system  appears  to  be  so  perfect  it  would  be  well 
that  some  similar  plan  or  arrangement  should  be  adopted  by  the 
heads  of  our  great  maritime  nation.  It  is  true  our  friends  are  mili- 
tary, and  in  every  branch  of  the  service  there  appeared  to  be  a  tincture 
of  military  discipline  introduced. 

Our  passage  across  from  the  Nab  light  vessel  to  Gape  La  H^ve 
was  made  in  6  hours  and  20  minutes,  a  distance  of  upwards  of  80 
miles,  which  gives  an  average  of  15  miles  an  hour. 

At  noon  we  found  ourselves,  or  rather  the  Yanderbilt,  moored 
stem  and  stern  alongside  the  quay  which  was  swarming  with  doua- 
niers,— custom-house  officers,  and  red  trowsered  gentry,  whose  occu- 
pations we  have  yet  to  learn.  Every  preparation  was  therefore  made 
for  disembarking  the  passengers,  landing  the  cargo  and  coaling  the 
vessel.  Thus  ends  my  Sea  Log,  which  enables  me  to  fall  back  upon 
civil  time,  and  my  ensuing  Harbour  Log  will  contain  only  12  hours. 


LIFE  IN  NEW  YORK,  OR,  THE  CITY  CLOCK  * 

LlNNJBUS  having  watched  the  exact  opening  of  different  plants,  im- 
agined his  floral  clock,  in  which  each  of  the  members  of  the  vegetable 
Kingd«)m  defines  time  with  much  accuracy.  Unfortunately,  this 
agreeable  mensuration  is  impossible  for  those  who,  like  ourselves, 
walk  over  square  paving  stones,  and  who  only  breathe  gas  and  the 
odours  of  a  huge  city.  The  shepherds,  by  the  mere  sight  of  stars, 
the  angle  of 'which  increases  or  diminishes,  tell  the  hour  as  exactly 
as  an  observation  can.  A  person  city  bred  knows  nothing  of  the 
stars:  but  the  aspect  of  a  great  city,  at  the  different  hours  of  the 
day,  will  replace  this  knowlec^e;  and  one  learns  to  define  time  as 
exactly  as  the  birds  of  Charles  the  Fifth  or  Gerbert  could. 

Morning,  I— The  glory  of  morning  dims  the  gas  lights  dispersed 
by  the  municipality  through  the  city.     The  sky  is  covered  by  a  few 
clouds,  and  the  moon,  like  an  ungrateful  Rosina,  pays  no  attention 
•  Adapted  fr«>m  the  French  by  Fayette  Kobinson  for  the  Spirit  of  the  Timn 
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to  the  Almaveras,  who,  from  their  garrets,  address  it  in  soonets  and 
sighs.     The  city  is  hushed,  and  the  countless  instruments  of  the 
infernal  orchestra  are  hashed,  except  the  ripple-like  sound  of  water 
from  the  gutter.     There  is  scarcely  any  other  sound.     Suddealj, 
the  clock  strickes  one,  and  the  bronze  throats   of  all  the  belfries 
thunder  forth  to  humanity  the  announcement  that  the  first  hour  of 
another  day  has  passed.     At  the  market-places,  crowds  of  huxters 
and  tradesmen  glide  about  among  their  stalls  and  benches,  and 
country-people  display  their  fruits  and   flowers.     They  sit  there 
quietly,  yet  anxiously,  awaiting  the  coming  of  the  earliest  visitois^ 
the  great  and  first  gathering  of  the  multitude — ^the  majority  of  which 
now  slumbers  around.      Scarcely  has  this  market  world  arranged 
itself,  when  a  form  is  seen  on  a  side  walk,  carefully  looking  around, 
like  the  miser  who  has  lost  a  jewel.     In  one  hand  the  new  comer 
bears  a  wand-like  rod,  and  on  his  back  a  huge  basket,  the  spherical 
shape  of  which,  added  to  the  general  iattmure  of  the  bearer  is  not  an 
inapt  resemblance  of  Atlas  bearing  the  burden  of  the  world.     It 
is  the  impersonation  of  the  first  hour  of  the  day — ^tbe  German  or 
Alsatian  rag-picker,  who  gathers  wealth  from  the  refuse  of  the  rest 
of  the  world,  or  who,  in  other  lands,  has  almost  become  classical  as 
k  chiffanmer.    Look  into  any  of  the  romances  of  Eugene  Sue,  and 
see  how  immense  a  part  he  plays  in  the  great  drama  of  life. 

II. — A  sigh  or  groan  passes  through  the  windows  of  that  house, 
it  is  the  first  awakening  of  the  hackney-coachman,  who  must  rise  at 
this  early  hour  to  feed  his  day*s  span  of  horses,  and  to  groom  those 
which  he  has  driven  perhaps  half  the  night.  Poor  fellow !  Little 
does  one  think  or  care,  as  his  horses  whirl  us  through  the  crowded 
streets  at  noon,  or  in  the  morning  bear  us  to  the  steamer,  (ht  to  the 
railroad  dep6t,  that  we  are  using  the  slumber  and  the  wakefulness  of 
one  who,  while  we  hurry  and  urge  him  on,  is  perhaps  weanr  with 
want  of  rest.     Give  him  his  fare»  and  let  him  pass. 

III. — ^The  needle  is  on  the  figure  III  of  the  alarm  dodk,  the 
startling  machinery  is  set  in  motion,  and  the  student  springs  from 
his  bed,  and  washes  himself  with  the  fervor  of  a  Mahommedan,  and 
then,  in  gown  and  slippers,  resumes  his  seat  at  his  desk,  his  eye 
resuming  its  place  at  the  very  word,  on  the  yet  open  page  of  the 
volume,  where  it  rested  when  slumber  drove  him  on  the  night  before 
fix)m  his  not  unthankful  toil  and  study.  The  calm  light  of  the  lamp 
shines  on  his  brow,  and  bright  dreams  rush  through  his  refreshed 
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brab.  At  this  hour,  when  all  is  quiet,  the  poet's  brightest  fancies 
come  to  him.  In  the  silence  of  the  passing  night,  nothing  interrupts 
or  quickens  his  respiration.  He  neither  thinks  of  the  approval  of 
bis  iriend,  nor,  if  he  writes,  of  the  cynical  criticism  of  the  public. 
Pygmalion  might  bare  his  Galatea  before  him,  and  the  nudity  of  the 
nymph  in  his  revery  would  bo  covered  with  roses.  It  is  a  glorious 
bour.  He  has  no  solicitude  for  what  passes  around  him*  Little  he 
recks  of  aught  but  of  great  fancies  and  of  great  dreams.  All  time 
unfolds  itself  in  one  feature ;  and  the  corruscations  of  the  intellects 
of  the  past  crowd  around  him,  assuming  new  forms,  and  grander,  and 
more  beautiful  types  in  the  crystallization  of  the  Alembic  of  his  own 
mind. 

rV. — ^What  o'clock  is  it?  Just  four.  Do  you  not  see  the  gentle- 
men from  Africa,  passing  hurriedly  into  Broadway  from  Worth^ireet 
and  the  purlieus  near  it,  with  their  well  blackened  boots,  over  which, 
with  not  any  impropriety,  they  may  repeat  Virgil's  famous  quatrain, 
beginning  Sic  vos  non  nobis.  These  are  a  useful  class ;  and  far  be 
it  from  me  to  cast  any  reproach  on  them,  or  on  their  brothers  of  the 
broom,  who  in  other  seasons,  replace  the  functions  which,  in  other 
times,  before  injundiom  became  so  fashionable,  used  to  be  performed 
by  an  official,  known  to  the  old  Knickerbockers,  when  the  govern- 
ment of  the  city  was  in  the  hands  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  com- 
monality, and  not  at  Albany,  and  who  used  to  be  called  Inspector  of 
Streets. 

Y. — The  fire  in  the  furnace  is  not  yet  kindled ;  the  workshop  is 
closed.  Wait  a  moment — the  smoke  will  soon  rise  from  that  brick 
stack,  and  the  saw,  the  hammer,  and  the  bellows  will  soon  begin 
their  chorus.  Whistling  a  joyous  air  the  workman  leaves  his  house, 
and  hurries  to  work.  The  bar-rooms  are  open;  and,  as  he  passes 
one  of  them,  a  friend  asks  him  to  take  his  cock-tail,  and  he  replies, 
coughing  huskily,  by  a  faint  no.  Alas!  alas!  as  the  day  passes  on, 
it  will  grow  more  and  more  faint;  and  the  cough  of  negation  will 
gradually  become  an  articulate  "Yes."  Let  him  pass!  let  hhn 
pass! 

VI. — ^The  working-girl,  though  she  rises  as  early  as  the  workman, 
is  not  seen  in  the  streets  till  an  hour  later.  In  spite  of  moussdine 
de  laine  dress,  and  little  bonnet,  she  is  a  great  coquette,  and  is  per- 
haps as  fond  of  a  flirtation  as  if  she  lived  in  the  Fifth  Avenue,  or  in 
any  other  of  the  conservatories  of  Japanicadam.    Her  little  boots 


446  hunt's  tachting  maoazink. 

glitter  at  the  toes,  as  if  the  tops  were  carved  from  eboDj ;  and  her 
white  cuflfs  and  collaret  are  pure  as  the  driven  snow.  Her  curls  fall 
languishingly  over  her  cheeks ;  or  her  hair,  if  her  face  be  classical,  is 
twined  in  Diana  tresses  over  the  brow.  What  a  wonderful  intuition 
into  the  toilet  all  women  have.  How  wonderful  is  their  appreciation 
and  admiration  of  their  own  charms  !  She  is  beautiful !  Beaatifu], 
as  Augusta  used  to  look  in  Ariel,  and  her  step  has  caught  not  a 
little  of  the  wonderful  grace  of  that  artiste's  DeviTs  Dance,  She 
trips  by  with  a  smile  upon  her  lips — not  that  of  angePs,  but  resem- 
bling die  allurements  of  the  nuns  of  Boieldieu*s  great  opera.  She, 
too,  if  she  knew  any  Latin,  as  she  sits  in  the  work  room  of  the 
feshionable  madisie,  and  toils  at  robes  to  be  worn  at  Saratoga  and 
Newport,  might,  like  the  negro  boot  black  repeat  Sic  vos  nan  nobis. 
Ah !  she  is  not  to  be  pitied.  That  silk  she  admires  so,  will,  perhaps, 
cover  an  aching  heart,  while  her  own  will,  some  day,  beat  happily, 
as  she  presses  to  her  bosom  the  child  of  the  mechanic  whom  she 
walks  towards  the  Bowery  with  every  night.  Ah !  she  has  her  hap- 
piness under  her  thumb ;  and,  perhaps,  under  the  same  little  waxen 
poUeXf  the  happiness  of  some  stalwart  shipwright,  or  mason. 

VII. — "Green  peas !  peaches! — ^here  they  are!  Six  cents  a  half 
peck !  *'  It  is  seven  o'clock,  and  prudent  housewives  hurry  to  the 
door.  The  milk-man,  too,  comes  with  his  yell,  not  unlike  the  war- 
whoop  of  a  Pawnee  Indian,  in  Nebraska — such  a  one  as  we  used  to 
hear^  long  ago,  when  our  limbs  were  not  wrenched  and  aching,  as 
we  rode  over  the  flowery  prairies  south  of  the  Missouri,  happy  as  a 
bird,  and  lithe  as  "a  lieutenant  of  light-dragoons."  The  news-boys 
come  to  the  tops  of  the  steps  with  their  Heralds  and  Tribtmes^  and 
even  I  am  not  a  little  '*  put  out"  metropolitan,  as  careless  about  all 
things  have  I  become,  because  the  storm  of  last  night  has  interrupted 
the  telegraphic  communication  between  here  and  China,  and  the 
wires  have  not  reported  the  sox  of  the  Queen's  last  baby. 

VIII. — ^The  shops  are  all  open.  The  attendants  stand  behmd 
the  counters,  and  look  into  the  streets  through  the  windows  and  doors. 
Young  men  return  home  anxious  to  get  into  the  house  quietly,  so 
that  Papa  may  not  suspect  they  have  been  out,  and  Mamma's  eye 
not  discover  the  purpled  and  wine  stained  shirt-bosom,  which  tells 
of  revelry,  and,  perhaps,  something  worse!  Alas!  alas!  it  is  in  vain 
that  the  world  will  prate  about  youthful  follies — ^it  is  the  universal 
law  of  our  being ;  for  we  have  all  been  young,  and  have  committed 
follies. 
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IX. — ^It  is  nine  o*cIock;  for  oar  employer  is  jnst  at  the  ofSce. 
Always  exact  and  precise,  he  insists  that  all  connected  with  him  shall 
be  alsa  Before  the  stroke  of  nine  is  heard,  he  is  at  his  desk,  with 
the  Yolaminotts  papers  of  Jones  v.  Smith  before  him,  and  is  appa- 
rently as  busy  as  if  he  had  not  left  his  chair  during  the  long  night. 
All  is  unchanged,  except  that  the  shadoi^s  reach  towards  the  west. 
The  dark  office  gives  a  sombre  tone  to  the  lawyer's  features ;  and  it 
is  not  unnatural,  that  one  who  ever  looks  at  the  worst  side  of  human 
nature,  should  become  gradually  disgusted  and  disatisfied  with  all 
that  concerns  it.  Like  the  priest  of  the  Catholic  Church,  he  is  the 
confessor  of  humanity ;  and,  perhups,  is  the  recipient  of  more  of  the 
heart's  true  secrets  than  the  most  holy  of  those  who  enter  into  the 
tabernacle. 

X. — ^Wall  street  is  crowded,  and  the  business  of  the  day  has  begun; 
stocks,  buying,  selling,  bonds,  coupons,  are  the  words  most  frequently 
used ;  and,  in  the  quaint  dialect  of  that  vicinity,  the  bulls  and  bears 
are  seen  together,  not  being  led  by,  but  leading  children.  There  is 
many  a  man  there  worse  than  the  inmates  of  the  penitentiary ;  and 
if  Huntingdon  be  the  only  Wall  street  broker  in  the  walls  of  Sing 
Sing,  there  are  many  who  deserve  to  be  his  companions.  It  is  be- 
lieved they  carry  their  hearts  in  their  pantaloon  pockets,  and  that, 
instead  of  conscience,  they  keep  a  bank-book.  Perhaps,  though,  the 
latter  part  of  this  assertion  is  not  true,  and  that  only  other  people 
keep  the  bank-books. 

XL — Do  you  see  that  slovenly-dressed  woman,  with  a  roll  of 
papers  in  her  hand.  It  is  Juliet — it  is  Desdamona  on  her  way  to 
the  theatre.  She  has  the  air  of  a  Siddons  or  Rachel.  The  reason 
is,  that  her  husband  was  not  pleasant  in  the  morning,  complaining 
of  her  flirtations ;  or  it  may  be  that  her  mantua  maker  insists  on 
being  paid  a  bill  which  has  been  owing  six  months.  Near  her  is  a 
sad  and  melancholy-looking  man,  who  is  he  ?  Some  doctor  of  divi- 
nity— a  parson  !  Not  so ;  it  is  Mr.  Brown,  the  low  comedian  and 
buffo  singer.  How  little  he  looks  like  it !  Yes — ^you  remember 
Grimaldi  died  of  a  broken  heart. 

XII. — The  curtains  are  drawn,  the  blinds  are  opened,  and  the 
sun  rays  play  on  the  carpet.  Half  dressed  only,  the  fine  lady  daw- 
dles over  her  breakfast,  and  lounges  as  she  reads  the  letters  that  lie 
before  her.  The  melodies  of  the/ete  of  the  last  night  float  vaguely 
through  her  memorjL  and  her  dress  falls  in  harmonious  folds  over 
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the  arm  chair.  Her  eye  suddenly  lights  up  as  she  sees  a  letter, 
strangely  scented.  It  is  the  epistle  of  one  she  loves.  She  lapses 
into  reveryy  delicious  as  the  noon  of  a  glorious  September  day. 

(TobeeonHmued.) 


LIFE  AFLOAT  AT  CHERBOURG. 

CHAPTER  L 

<*  Far  upon  the  Northumbrian  seas, 
It  freshly  blew  and  strong."-— Soott. 

Bow  natural  it  is  for  the  human  heart  to  look  forward,  how  often  does 
*'  Hope  tell  a  flattering  tale"  of  joys  to  come,  never  to  be  realiaed. 

**  Idan  never  is,  bnt  always  to  be  blessed." 

Thus  it  is  that  a  yachtsman  having  finished  one  successful  emise^ 
instead  of  resting  satisfied  with  the  quiet  reminisoenoes  of  the  past, 
begins  to  look  forward  with  earnest  speculation,  to  the  when  and  where 
of  his  next  voyage. 

Having  in  four  successive  seasons  visited  with  ""the  same  thirty-three 
ton  cutter  the  Caledonian  Canal,  the  Pentland  Frith,  the  Shetland  and 
Orkney  Islands,  and  the  Coast  of  Norway,  (cruises,  some  of  which  have 
been  already  chronicled  in  the  pages  of  this  Magazine,)  my  dreams  and 
imaginings  during  last  winter,  naturally  turned  to  the  fair  South,  as  a 
pleanng  variety  albr  so  many  Northern  Cruises.  With  this  vbw  I 
provided  myself  with  an  ample  supply  of  Charts  of  the  East  ooast  of 
England,  the  British  Channel,  (not  forgetting  that  most  useful  little 
work  Lieut.  Hay*8  Channel  Pilotage)  as  well  as  of  the  Bristol  and  St, 
George's  ChanneL  Having  circumnavigated  Scotland,  I  was  ambitioas 
to  perform  the  same  pleasing  duty  to  Old  England. 

The  cruise  as  originally  projected  was  confined  to  the  northern  coasts 
of  the  British  Channel,  and  was  intended  to  include  a  visit  to  Cowes, 
Portland,  Plymouth,  Falmouth  and  Ilfracombe  ;  but  the  rumours  of  the 
gre^t  fetes  at  Cherbourg,  which  while  fitting  out,  so  frequently  reached 
my  ears,  induced  me  so  far  to  alter  my  plan,  as  to  add  a  visit  to  the 
Southern  Cronstadt  to  my  programme  for  the  sommer^s  entertainment 
The  exceeding  gratification  derived  from  the  visit,  proved  that  the  alter* 
ation  was  a  judicious  one. 

Cherbourg  and  its  fetes  have  been  treated  by  a  variety  of  writers  and 
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^penlceVs,  including  the  whole  Hoase  of  Commons  (at  least  such  of  the 
lionoarable  members  as  can  either  write  or  speak)  and  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  House  of  Lords  politically,  aesthetically,  and  strnteg^tically, 
and  in  every  possible  ''ally"  except  socially.  We  bear  in  China  of 
floating  cities,  streets,  squares  and  crescents  of  vessels,  here  a  Belgravia 
of  high  pooped  brightly  painted  junks,  there  a  8t  Giles  of  low-decked 
IBlthy  bumboats.  But  I  am  not  aware  that  this  fashion  of  the  flowery 
land  has  been  adopted  anywhere  else,  except  for  five  days  last  August, 
by  the  eiiie  of  the  fashionable  world,  when  all  May  fair  with  a  small 
aprlnkling  of  the  city  may  be  said  to  have  established  a  gay  and  graceful 
London,  on  the  coast  of  Normandy,  open  to  the  sunny  South,  and 
sheltered  from  the  rough  blasts  of  the  North  and  East,  by  the  wide  en- 
veitUe  of  the  Digue  of  Cherbourg.  Metropolitan  architecture  is  often 
abused,  and  doubtless  brick  erections,  even  when  faced  with  plaster, 
are  not  to  be  compared  to  the  Parthenon  or  Coliseum,  yet  Rome  or 
Athens  in  their  best  days  would  have  confessed  their  ^ability  to  com- 
pete with  the  architecture  of  that  &iry  town,  which  in  a  moment,  at  the 
beck  of  that  potent  enchanter — Louis  Napoleon,  sprang  like  Amphi- 
trite  fiom  the  sea,  radiant  in  full  grown  and^rfect  beauty. 

To  some  few  reminiscences  of  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  deni- 
zens of  this  bright  city  of  the  waves  I  mean  to  devote  a  chapter  of  the 
log  of  my  summer's  cruise,  thence  and  therefore  the  title  I  have  selected. 
But  first  I  must  tell  how  I  got  to  Cherbourg. 

On  the  19th  of  July,  after  some  days  detention  from  fogs,  I  started 
from  Leith  Roads  in  the  same  well  tried  vessel,  about  3  p.m.,  with  my 
old  cruising  friend  A  ,  and  a  juvenile  kinsman  of  fifteen,  new  to 
yachting,  whom  1  shall  designate  as  *'  Willie,*^  when  I  have  occasion  to 
allude  to  him  in  the  course  of  the  narrative.  We  had  been  in  consider- 
able doubt,  whether  to  take  passports  or  not:  the  French  consul  at  E 

aiud  he  thought  they  would  not  be  necessary,  but  as  he  did  not  know, 
positively,  certainly  the  safest  way  was  to  take  them.  However,  we  de- 
layed until  the  last  day,  when  some  notice  in  the  newspapers,  of  a  party 
who  had  gone  across  in  a  steamer  from  the  English  coast  being  refused 
liberty  to  land  at  Cherbourg,  without  passports,  determined  us  to  take 
them.  They  turned  out  quite  unnecessary  and  proved  only  a  source  of 
trouble  and  delay  to  us  and  emolument  to  the  French  consul.  A  week 
or  ten  days  later  a  circular  was  issued  by  the  Admiralty  to  all  the  royal 
yacht  clubs,  intimating  that  exhibition  of  passports  would  not  be  required 
fix>m  yacht  owners,  provided  they  produced  their  Admiralty  warrant  and 
club  certificate;  but  this  came  too  late  for  most  of  the  yachtsmen  at 
Cherbourg — at  least  all  those  I  met  had  passports.     It  is  worth  the 
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while  of  yachtsmen  to  observe  that  thia  regulation  is  still  in  force.  As 
I  have  seen  no  notice  of  it,  in  the  Yachting  Magazine^  I  may  as  well 
quote  its  terms  from  the  extremely  polite  letter  of  the  Lords  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, now  before  me: — 

"  The  Minister  of  the  Interior  has  iDstracted  the  Prefects  on  the  coast  of 
the  Channel,  to  give  orders  to  the  Police  Authorities  under  their  control, 
that  for  the  future  the  owners  of  yachts,  their  friends,  and  the  crews,  shall  be 
permitted  to  land  without  passports  on  the  production  of  an  Admiralty  War- 
rant and  a  Yacht  Club  Certificate." 

This  is  as  it  should  be,  and  is  but  a  just  acknowledgement  of  the  fact, 
that  yachting  has  become  a  great  institution,  I  only  wish  that  the  Maga- 
zine which  chronicles  its  doings  would  become  a  great  institution  alsor 
Yachting  is  par  excellence  the  amusement  of  our  aristocracy,  to  be  lite- 
rary and  to  patroni  e  literature  is  now  the  laudable  ambilaon  of  the  best 
of  that  aristocracy,  why  then  should  they  neglect  the  periodical,  and  the 
only  periodical  devoted  to  their  favorite  amusement?  '*  Oh!  answers  his 
lordship,  (the  cdVnmodore  of  some  aristocratic  dub,)  the  Yachting 
Magazine  is  but  a  poor  affiiir,  it  is  not  worth  our  support."  "  My  Lord, 
it  is  because  you  and  such  others  don't  support  it,  that  it  is  poor;  but 
poor  as  it  is,  let  me  tell  you\hat  nowhere  else  will  you  find  the  tenth  part 
of  the  useful  information  o!i  yachting  subjects  its  pages  contain.  In 
my  vessel  I  know  its  volumes  are  constantly  in  requisition,  and  rarelj 
are  they  applied  to,  without  throwing  some  light  on  the  subject  on  which 
information  is  sought.  As  a  repertoire  of  yachting  knowledge,  its  vo- 
lumes are  invaluable,  and  I  trust  the  next  time  I  visit  your  Lordship*a 
magnificent  schooner  I  will  find  on  the  table  of  your  elegant , [drawing- 
room,  or  on  the  shelves  of  your  otherwise  well  stored  library,  all  that  has 
then  been  published  of  the  Yachting  Magazine,^ 

We  had  the  wind  light  and  variable  all  the  aftornoon  of  Monday. 
About  lOh.  30m.  p.m.  we  passed  the  Bass  Rock,  keeping  to  the  south 
side  of  it.  On  Tuesday,  at  8  a.m.  we  were  off  St.  Abb's  Head,  wbd 
freshening  and  right  ahead.  At  9h.  while  stretching  in  towards  Ber- 
wick Bay,  our  starboard  backstay  gave  way,  and  the  topmast  buckled 
with  the  weight  of  the  big  topsail  to  such  an  extent  that  I  thought  it 
was  over  tlie  side,  but  the  halliards  being  speedily  let  go,  it  soon  resumed 
its  perpendicular  position  once  more«  It  took  us  all  day  to  beat  her 
down  to  Emanuel  Head,  the  eastern  extremity  of  Holy  Island,  through 
the  fair  way  between  the  Goldstone  'Hnfamis  scopulus,**  execrated  for  the 
loss  of  the  Pegasus,  and  the  Plough  buoy,  round  which  is  the  entrance 
to  Holy  Island  harbour.  As  the  weather  was  looking  rather  unsettled, 
and  the  south  wind  was  bringing  up  a  bit  of  a  sea,  we  thought  of  seeldng 


LIFE   AFLOAT    AT   CHERBOURG.  451 

shelter  bj  visiting  this  same  Island,  famed  as  the  spot  i/vhere  the  bod^ 
of  the  good  St.  Cuthbert  lay  peaceably  interred,  until  frightened  away 
by  the  incursions  of  the  heathen  Danes.  But  the  entrance  is  bad,  and 
the  exit  is  worse  so  we  held  on  our  way  to  old  Bamborough. 

Few  vessels  take  Holy  Island  harbour  if  they  can  possibly  avoid  it,  al- 
though it  is  a  snug  enough  place  when  once  in,  and  the  leading  marks  for 
the  entrance  are  easily  seen  in  daylight.  Most  windbound  vessels  taking  the 
inner  passage  between  the  Faru  Islands  and  the  main,  come  to  in  Skate 
Roads,  under  Bamborough  Castle*  The  holding  ground  is  good,  and  the 
riding  in  south  winds,  if  they  be  not  too  far  to  the  eastward,  very  fair. 
In  northerly  winds,  the  anchorage  to  the  south  of  the  larger  Fam,  or 
House  Island  as  it  is  called,  is  very  good.  I  have  seen  fifty  or  sixty  sail 
of  French  fishing  luggers  at  anchor  there  during  a  north-east  gale. 
While  beating  out  between  the  Megstone  and  Bamborough  the  tide 
tamed,  and  we  got  the  benefit  of  the  flood  setting  us  to  the  southward. 
The  evening  looked  very  threatening,  but  loth  to  lose  the  tide  we  kept 
working  to  windwanl.  Stern  and  stately  looked  the  Old  Border  Hold 
as  we  passed  close  under  his  time  worn  walls:  well  might  we  say  with 
the  Abbess  of  St.  Hilda:— 

••  Thy  tower  proud  Bamhoroiigh  marked  we  there. 
King  Ida's  castle  hnge  and  square, 
From  its  tall  rock  look  gramily  down. 
And  on  the  swelling  ocean  frown," 

At  8  p.m.  we  were  abreast  of  North  Sunderland,  when  we  tacked  and 
stood  off  the  land.  When  we  got  a  good  offing  we  hove  to,  shifted  jibs, 
reefed  boltsprit,'  and  double  reefed  mainsail,  as  the  glass  was  falling, 
wind  increasing  and  sea  rising  fast.  After  making  all  snug  for  a  dirty 
night,  I  was  sitting  on  the  after  cabin  skylight  consulting  with  my  first 
hand,  who  was  at  the  helm,  what  course  we  should  adopt  if  we  were 
caught  in  a  heavy  gale  on  that  exposed  coast,  and  we  had  just  come  to 
the  conclusion  to  keep  her  standing  off  till  midnight,  so  as  to  have  a 
good  berth  clear  of  the  islands  to  heave  her  to,  if  it  came  too  heavy  to 
carry  sail,  when  Master  Willie  came  up  from  his  berth  where  he  had 
been  seeking  ease  for  a  troubled  spirit,  and  perhaps  a  little  of  a  troubled 
stomach,  most  of  the  afternoon.  He  stood  in  the  companion  till  he 
could  steady  himself  after  a  tremendous  dive  the  cutter  took  bowsprit 
under,  a  green  greedy  looking  wave,  and  then  he  crawled  up  to  me,  and 
sat  down  beside  me  on  the  skylight.  His  feelings  for  five  minutes  were 
too  much  for  him,  but  by  the  expiry  of  that  time  he  gathered  breath, 
and  turning  to  me  with  a  pale  and  woe-begone  countenance,  whispered 
in  sepulchral  tones   *'  Is  not  this  awful— isn't  it  very  dangerous?''     I  of 
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course  told  him  that  although  the  koockiog  about  was  rather  unpleasaiit 
there  was  no  danger,  but  the  best  thiog  for  him  was  to  go  to  hb  berth 
aud  try  and  get  aome  sleep.  On  going  below  after  giving  the  watch 
their  instructions  for  the  night,  I  found  basins  in  more  request  than  tea 
eups. 

It  blew  very  hard  during  the  night  front  S.S.E.»  and  the  aea  wa» 
severe  on  the  little  vessel,   though  she  shipped  nothing  heavier  thaa 
spray,  yet  it  knocked  her  about  till  every  timber  and  bulkhead  creakecl 
again.     In  the  morning  of  Wednesday  the  2l8t  of  July  the  wind  fell, 
and  when  I  went  on  deck  about  6h.  we  were  standing  in  for  the  land. 
From  the  number  of  collier  brigs  in  sight  we  concluded  we  were  near 
Tynemouth,  though  no  land  was  in  sight.     By  and  bye  we  got  a  slant 
of  wind  from  the  N.  W.  which  took  us  up  almost  to   Hartlepool,  where 
we   were  fiat  becalmed  till  8h.   p.m.  when  a  fine  fair  westerly  breese 
sprung  up,  to  which  we  set  topsail  and  square  sail:  we  were  soon  abreast 
of  Whitby,  when  the  breeze  freshened  so  much  that  we  had  to  take  in 
our  topsail,  our  topmast  rigging  being  but  imperfectly  repaired.     It 
was  a  fine  dear  night  and  the  number  of  vessels  we  passed  running, 
and  met  close  hauled  astonished  me  beyond  measure.     Those  we  passed 
seemed  very  much  surprised  at  the  extraordinary   rapidity  with  which 
we  passed  them.     We  generally  found  them  in  clumps  of  three  or  four 
in  company.  We  first  saw  on  the  horizon  a  dark  object,  in  a  few  minutes 
with  our  glasses  we  could  make  out  the  nujnber  of  the  vessels,  then  th» 
rig,  then  how  they   were  standing,   and  in  half  an  hour  we  were  along- 
side of  them,  past  them,  and  looking  out  for  a  new  lot  ahead*     I  never 
was  so  much  struck  by  the  superiority  of  the  cutter's  sailing  before.   Thia 
ii^as  a  charming  night  to  be  on  deck,  and  amply  made  up  for  the  disagree 
menu  of  the  previous  one.     Even  Master  Willie  had  got  his  spirits  up, 
and  was  as  cheery  as  pretty  little  Mrs.  Dot,  or  even  her  pet  cricket 
could  be  on  a  Christmas  night.     He  had  even  been  able  to  g^ve  us  a 
small  specimen  of  his  capabilities  in  the  consumption  of  bread  and 
butter,  which  when  fully  devebped  certainly  astonished  us. 


ROYAL  HARWICH  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 

This  afiair  took  place  September  15th,  and  drew  to  Harwich  an  im- 
mense  concourse  of  people.  The  programme  was  not  of  that  attractive 
character  which  the  Royal  Harwich  Yacht  Club  has  been  in  the  habit 
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of  ofieriDg,  and  the  number  of  entries  was  unusunlly  small.  These  cir- 
camstances  may  be  attributed  partly  to  the  fact  that  the  R.H.Y.C,  from 
some  cause  or  other,  has  lost  some  of  its  leading  supporters,  and  partly 
to  the  regatta  being  fixed  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  season,  when  owners 
of  yachts  are  likely  to  be  engaged  more  with  pastimes  on  land  than  upon 
water.  However  the  committee  and  their  Honorary  Secretary  (Mr.  U. 
Darken)  did  all  they  could  to  secure  the  success  of  the  undertaking,  and 
there  was  nothing  wanting,  in  the  way  of  zeal  or  activity  on  their  part, 
to  make  the  affair  pass  off  with  the  accustomed  ecltU* 

The  harbour,  of  course,  presented  a  very  animated  appearance,  filled 
as  it  was  with  crafib  of  almost  evpry  style  and  size— steamers  and  smacks, 
pleasure  boats  and  trading  barks.  A  very  couspicuous  object  was  Her 
Majesty's  guard-ship  Pembroke,  and  among  the  gentlemen^s  yachts  pre- 
sent were  the  Dewdrop,  belonging  to  Arthur  Cobbold,  Esq.,  Rear-Com- 
modore of  the  club;  Folly,  R.  Blanchard,  Esq.,  Walton;  Undine,  Boyd, 
Esq.;  Frolic,  A.  Cox,  Esq.;  and  the  Edith,  J.  Berners,  Esq. 

Of  the  appearance  of  the  neighbourhood  on  such  a  day  there  is  not 
much  occasion  to  speak,  seeing  that  almost  every  one  is  acquainted  with 
the  scenery  near  the  estuaries  of  the  Orwell  and  the  Stour — the  bold 
outlines  of  Landguard  and  Felixstowe  —  the  breakwater,  the  lighthouses 
and  the  prominent  buildings  at  Harwich,  including  the  coast-guard 
barracks,  which  now  occupy  the  site  were  formerly  stood  the  cement 
factory. 

The  course  decided  upon  was  for  the  vessels  to  leave  the  committee's 
boat,  which  was  anchored  off  the  Esplanade,  and  proceed  to  the  Cork 
Light- vessel,  thence  to  the  marked  boat  at  the  Stonebench,  and  back 
into  harbour,  passing  the  committee  vessel,  and  sailing  on  to  Erwarton 
bay,  thence  round  the  flag-boat  to  the  place  of  starting. 

The  first  race  was  for  first  class  yachts  not  exceeding  85  tons,  and 
not  less  than  20  :  the  prize  being  i.30  for  which  the  following  entered: 

Numbeted  aa  in  Hun  ft  Yachi  LisUfot  1858. 


No  1              Namesof  Yachta 

Hig 

Tons 

Owners 

721  Oriole. 

cutter 
cutter 

cutter 

25 
25 

J.  G.  Hepburn,  Esq. 
J.  Mann,  Ksq. 
J.  Hope,  Esq. 

863  Silver  Star 

|Eva.... 

20 

The  start  took  place  at  1  Ih.  48m.  a.  m.  Silver  Star  going  ahead,  but 
closely  followed  by  Eva.  In  rounding;  the  point  at  Landguard,  Silver 
Star  got  ashore,  and  Eva  here,  by  judiciously  making  a  tack  or  two  to 
windward,  gave  promise  of  assuming  the  premier  place,  but  J?ilver  Star 
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was  soon  righted,  and  the  yachts  re-entered  the  harbour  in  the  foUowiDg' 
manner  : — Silver  Star  4h.  lOm.;  Eya,  4h.  I7ni.;  Oriole,  4h.  40iiu  la 
the  progress  through  Erwarton  Bay  Eva  gained  upon  Silver  Star,  the 
contest  became  very  spirited,  but  on  returning  towards  the  Committae*s 
boat,  Eva  lost  the  advantage  she  had  previously  gained,  and  the  yaehts 
thus  reached  the  winning  place :«— Silver  Star  «5h.  54ni.;  Eva  5h.  59ni. 
Silver  Star  thus  being  declared  the  winner  by  five  minutes  in  point  of 
time,  and  two  and  a  half  minutes  after  making  the  proper  deductions 
on  account  of  extra  tonnage.     Oriole  a  good  way  behind. 

The  second  race  was  fer  £20,  given  by  the  Eastern  Counties  Railway 
for  any  rig  under  20  tons,  belonging  to  the  club. 

The  following  yachts  entered: — 

Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Yacht  List/or  1858. 


No 


Names  of  Tacht 


T" 


Rig 


Ton 


Owoen 


539  Kitten. 
836  Salute.., 


cutter 
cutter 


18 
10 


R.  Leach,  Esq. 
J.  Cardinal!,  Esq. 


The  start  took  place  about  12h.  This  was  entirely  a  one-sided  affair, 
the  Kitten  toolc  the  lead,  and  so  far  kept  it  that  she  finished  the  race 
before  her  competitor  came  in  sight  the  first  time.  It  is  but  justice  to 
the  Salute  to  state  that  she  is  not  kept  for  racing,  and  that  her  worthy 
owner  only  entered  her  to  prevent  disappointment  to  the  spectators. 
The  Kitten  beat  the  first  class  yachts  by  nearly  an  hour. 

Races  by  dredger  boats  and  pleasure  boats  followed;  and  the  sports 
concluded  with  rowing  matches  and  a  duck  hunt 

A  few  days  after  the  regatta,  in  consequence  of  the  owner  of  the  Eva 
not  being  satisfied  with  his  defeat,  sailed  another  match  with  the  Silver 
Star,  which  again  proved  victorious. 


ROYAL  CORK  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 

The  16th  of  September  was  appointed  for  the  race  for  the  Challenge 
cupi  in  Queenstown  harbour,  the  morning  was  thick  and  hazy,  but  be* 
fore  the  hour  of  starting  it  cleared  off,  and  from  the  number  of  first-rate 
well  known  craft  that  had  entered,  a  clipping  match  was  anticipated. 
The  breeze  was  light  from  S.S.K.  at  the  hour  of  starting,  viz  1 1  a.m. 
when  the  following  yachts  were  timed  as  they  respectively  passed  the 
Club  flag-staff:— 
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Nunibered  as  in  HtmtB  Yacht  LUtfar  18^8. 


No 


Names  of  Tmohts 


Rig 


Tods 


Owners 


Started, 
h.    m.    8. 


1254 

864 


Zuffa..... 

Siren 

d78,Foain  ... 

iMaak.... 
637' Meteor.. 


524 

539 
493 
253 
401 
427 


Julia. 

Flirt 

Imp 

Dream.... 
Gauntlet . 
Glance., 


1028yigilant 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


8 

19 
26 
25 
33 
50 
19 
11 
31 
32 
34 
34 


A.  Hargreaye,  Esq 

Admiral  T.  G.  French^. 

11  Longfield,  Esq 

lion.  C  Moore  Smyth... 

D.  O'Sullivan,  Esq 

G.Howe,  Esq 

H.  H.  O'Bryen,  Esq 

B.  Newnham,  Esq 

M.  Hayes,  Esq 

F.  Lambkin,  Esq.....^... 

Major  Longfleld  ^ 

John  C.  Atkins 


11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 


11  2 

11  2 

11  4 

11  4 

11  5 

11  5 


20 

40 

50 

10 

20 

60 

0 

10 

10 

50 

5 

8 


The  course  was  round  the  Spit  beacon,  leaving  it  on  the  starboard 
hand;  thence  round  the  Great  Soyereign  Islands,  leaving  them  on  the 
starboard  hand;  returning  leaving  the  Spit  beacon  on  the  port  hand, 
and  winning  opposite  the  Club  flag-staff:  the  distance  about  40  miles. 

The  yachts  on  rounding  the  Spit  (going  out)  were  lying  well  toge- 
ther; soon  they  hauled  on  the  wind,  each  taking  advantage  of  a  slight 
puff  to  weather  his  neighbour:  presently  the  Dream  began  to  shoot 
ahead  from  the  forest  of  masts  by  which  she  was  surrounded.  Tack  and 
tack  with  each  other  were  the  remaining  yachts:  abreast  of  the  harbour 
lighthouse  the  Dream  shewed  her  increasing  distance,  the  Foam  in  her 
wake,  closely  followed  by  Flirt,  Vigilant,  Meteor,  Glance,  Gauntlet,  &c. 
this  position  continued  until  reaching  Ringabella  bay;  here  the  Dream 
stood  in  too  far,  and  for  two  or  three  minutes  was  quite  becalmed,  Foam 
overhauling  her  hand  over  hand,  and  getting  to  windward  of  her,  put 
about  and  stood  off  from  the  shore.  Dream,  after  getting  out  of  her 
slumbers,  soon  came  and  g^ve  challenge  again.  Vigilant  and  Flirt  were 
working  hard  for  the  third  place,  the  Glance  on  their  lee  keeping  pretty 
near.  Foam  and  Dream  were  still  standing  off  so  as  to  make  one  stretch 
for  the  island  about  ten  miles  from  them.  Presently  was  observed  the 
Foam  putting  about,  and  slowly  setting  her  large  topsail,  lud  down  to 
her  work,  but  was  not  ahead  of  the  Dream  by  more  than  about  one 
minute.  The  Dream  was  changing  topsails,  and  now  they  were  beam 
and  beam  with  each  other.  Vigilant  was  making  a  good  third,  and  was 
also  standing  out,  but  soon  came  about,  changed  her  topsail,  settled  to 
her  work,  and  hugged  the  shore  more  than  her  leading  antagonists. 
Flirt  tried  a  short  tack  towards  the  shore,  which  did  not  advantage  her. 
Julia  was  gradually  losing  ground,  and  the  Meteor  was  also  losing  her 
chance  of  the  cup. 

The  two  leading  boats  were  now  closing  the  island,  but  stood  on 
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about  a  mile  so  as  to  avoid  (what  they  thought)  a  calm.  Vigilant  hsd 
kept  close  to  the  shore,  thereby  cutting  off  the  long  sweep  which  the 
others  had  taken  ;  however,  the  Dream  was  the  first  to  show  round  the 
island,  four  minutes  before  the  Foam,  and  seven  before  the  Vigilant. 
The  Foam,  previous  to  rounding,  hoisted  a  larger  topsail,  the  yard  of 
which  gave  way  when  she  jibed;  while  in  this  fix  the  Vigilant  quickly 
overhauled  her,  and  getting  into  the  second  berth  challenged  the  Dream 
for  a  run  home.  Flirt  was  the  next  to  round,  then  Glance,  Gauntlet, 
and  Meteor.  For  the  remainder  of  the  race  the  greatest  interest  cen- 
tred in  the  three  leading  yachts,  the  others  being  some  distance  behind. 
On  nearing  Roberts's  Cove,  which  b  about  three  miles  from  the  island^ 
the  Vigilant  seemed  to  be  closing  on  the  Dream,  the  Foam  looking  well 
up.  They  were  now  drawing  close  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbour;  still 
the  Dream  kept  her  position,  but  she  had  in  her  wake  a  clipping  craft, 
which,  with  a  free  sheet,  could  scarcely  be  beaten;  the  Foam  was  dosing 
up  also,  and  from  this  point  to  the  Spit  beacon  the  excitement  was  very 
great.  As  they  closed  on  the  Spit  beacon  the  crews  of  each  yacht  were  ' 
standing  alongside  each  other  on  deck,  so  as  to  increase  the  speed, 
and  not  let  a  breath  of  wind  if  possible  be  lost.  The  two  boats  now 
gibed  together  round  the  Spit,  the  Vigilant's  bowsprit  almost  touching 
the  leech  of  the  Dream's  mainsail.  In  the  run  up  the  reach  the  Dream 
gradually  stole  away,  and  increased  her  lead  by  twenty  seconds  when 
the  gun  fired.  Foam  was  now  anxiously  looked  for,  having  done  so  well 
outside  the  harbour,  and,  being  allowed  a  little  time,  it  was  thought  she 
would  have  saved  her  distance;  indeed,  had  it  not  been  for  the  accident 
that  happened  to  her  rounding  the  island,  she  would  very  probably  have 
done  ao.     The  times  of  arrival  were  as  follows  :<— 


h.    m.  s. 

Meteor 5    11  0 

Siren 6    32  15 

Oauntlet 5    84  35 

Zuffa. 5    43  3S 


h.  m.  s. 

Dream 4  42  20 

Vigilant. 4  42  85 

Foam 4  46  45 

Flirt 5       1  0 

Glance. 5      4  65 

The  time  lost  by  each  boat  after  the  gun  fired  for  starting,  if  not  ex- 
ceeding three  minutes,  was  to  be  allowed  after  the  finish  of  the  race,  the 
Dream  therefore  beat  Vigilant  3m.,  and  the  Foam  4m. 

In  consequence  of  an  undecided  race  at  the  Youghall  regatta  in  Aug. 
last,  the  money  was  handed  over  to  the  R.C.T.C.,  to  be  given  to  the 
winner  of  the  Challenge  Cup,  provided  such  vessel  had  been  entered  for 
the  prise— consequently  the  Dream  took  possession  of  the  money. 
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WEYMOUTH  ROYAL  RfiGATTA. 

This  ancient  towny  once  the  &vorite  summer  retreat  of  Qeorge  Itt., 
held  its  annual  aquatic  amusements  on  Aug.  30th  and  31st.  As  usual 
a  large  concourse  of  persons  attended,  and  many  prizes  were  gi?en  for 
aailing  and  rowing  matches,  the  most  prominent  of  which  was  the  re- 
nowned Challenge  Cup  (the  history  of  which  we  gave  last  year,)  and 
before  proceeding  with  details,  we  congratulate  the  town  on  its  being  at 
lengtii  permanently  relieved  from  the  responsibility  of  keeping  the  trisa- 
aore  any  longer;  altho'  we  must  add  it  would  have  been  still  in  their 
custody  had  not  the  committee  liberally  offered  it  for  competition  a  second 
time  at  this  regatta — ^the  reason  of  this  is  recorded  below. 

The  first  race  was  for  the.  Challenge  Cup,  value  100  guineas,  to  be 
nSled  forby  yachts  of  10  tons  and  upwards;  open  to  all  the  world,  and 
to  be  won  twice  by  the  same  yacht;  four  to  start  or  no  race;  entrance 
£2  10s.;  half-a-minute  per  ton  allowed;  schooners  allowed  time  for 
tonnage  according  to  Ackers'  scale. 

Numbered  as  in  Hwnfe  Yacki  lUi/ar  18M. 


Ko 


HteMfof  TMhli 


His 


Tons 


1087 
273 
d05 


Wildire 

SUa. 

Bxtravagansa... 


273  Ella. 


984  Vesper.. 


■diooner 
■chooner 

cutter 
■chooner 


56 

105 

48 

S3 


.  T.  Turner,  Esq. 
Sir  OUbert  Bast,  Bart 
Sir  Perpy  Shelley,  Bart. 
W.  H.  P.  Weston*  Esq. 


The  Phantom  had  entered  but  was  withdrawn  in  consequence  of  the 
Strong  wind;  and  rather  than  the  match  should  not  come  off  Mr.  Wes- 
ton generously  entered  the  Vesper  to  make  the  number  complete  accord- 
ing to  the  regulation. 

The  courw  was  defined  by  four  marks,  extending  from  the  Com. 
nuttee  boat  in  die  centre  of  the  bay,  to  No.  1  flag-mark  off  Ratcliff  Head> 
along  the  shore  to  the  south-east  round  No.  2  mark,  near  Burning  Cliffy 
ihence  to  No.  3,  about  three  miles  off  to  the  south-west,  round  No.  4  in 
Portland  Roads,  and  back  to  the  Committee  boat— three  times  round ; 
distance  about  thirty  miles. 

At  12h.  5m.  the  four  yachts  havbg  taken  their  station,  the  start  took 
place.  There  was  a  splendid  breeze,  though  rather  squally,  the  wind 
flteering  firom  W.N.W.  The  Ella  had  the  lead,  followed  closely  by  the 
Wildfire,  with  Extravaganza  well  up:  the  Vesper  shortly  after  starting 
letiied  firom  the  contest  Ella  and  Wildfire  close  together  hugging  the 
shore,  when  between  marks  2  and  3,  the  Wildfire  passed  the  Ella,  (hav- 

iro.  ll.-^voi«.  VII.  3  o 
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ing  got  rid  of  some  heayy  span,  a  portion  of  Vesper's  moorings  whieh 
had  caught  her  keel,)  and  she  rounded  the  Committee  boat  at  Ih.  35m. 
the  Ella  Ih.  d9m.  The  ExtraTaganza  had  given  up.  The  schooners 
had  the  race  to  themselves,  the  contest  was  exciting,  and  they  ended  se- 
cond round  thus: — Ella  3h.  2m.,  Wildfire  3h.  2m.  208.  They  were  dov 
equal,  and  away  they  dashed  for  the  final  trick,  which  the  Wildfire  soc- 
eeeded  in  gaining,  finishing  thna:-^ 

h.  m.   B.  I  h.  B.  a. 

WUdflre- — 4    28     0  I  Ella 4    12     0 

The  Wildfire  thus  won  by  4m.  independent  of  the  24^m.  allowed  fbr 
difference  of  tonnage.  She  did  not^  however,  receive  die  priae  for  the 
Ella  entered  a  protest,  charging  her  with  fouling  in  the  first  roondt 
which  being  proved,  the  conmiittee  decided  that  it  should  be  reauled  the 
following  day. 

The  second  prize  was  for  a  purse  of  twenty-five  sovereigns  for  yachts 
not  exceeding  50  tons,  three  to  start  or  no  race;  distance  twice  round 
former  course.     Time  race. 

Only  two  entered,  the  Vesper  and  Oriole,  and  the  former  bttng  a 
schooner  offered  to  siul  the  latter  as  a  cutter. 

In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  not  filling  it  was  agreed  to  give  a 
price  of  ten  eovereigns  for  yachts  not  exceeding  15  tons.  Twice  roond 
the  course.  The  entries  therefore  were  Mr.  Telbot's  Little  Dorrit,  Mb*. 
Briscoe's  Fanny*  and  Mr.  Grant's  Fanny. 

The  two  classes  started  at  die  same  time,  Mr.  Grant^s  Fanny  leading 
fbr  a  considerable  distance^  when  unfortunately  she  carried  away  her 
mast,  and  she  was  taken  in  tow  by  the  Cygnus  steamer.  The  race  was 
eoncluded  by  the  Vesper  receiving  the  first  prise^  and  the  Little  Domit 
the  second. 

There  were  several  excellent  rowing  matches;  and  in  the  evening 
ihere  was  a  display  of  fireworks  on  board  the  Wildfire,  which  was  also 
•Uuminated  very  prettily  with  oil  lamps. 

Tumdaift  Aug.  3  let. — The  state  of  the  weather  this  day  was  very 
unprombing,  the  rain  fell  in  frequent  showers,  and  the  atte&daaoe  of 
'^  holiday  folk  "  was  very  short  of  preceding  day. 

It  having  been  arranged  that  the  Challenge  Cup  should  be  sailed  for 
again,  it  was  decided  by  the  Committee  that  the  prize  for  a  second  race 
should  be  smled  at  the  same  time.  The  terms  were  a  prize  of  thirty 
sovereigns  for  yachts  under  100  tons  o.m*  Time  race  half-a*minttte  ptr 
ton.     The  same  course  as  Challenge  Cup. 

The  foUowiog  yachts  started: — 


BSOATTA  AT  HATBE.  4S9 

NMmk§rtda$mHwtfg  Unhtrml  YtuJU  Lml  fir  IB6». 


Ho. 


HttDWofYMlrtt. 


Big. 


Too. 


75^  Phantom.. 


I  984 

273 

1037 


Vesper.. 

Ella 

WiJdilre.. 


cutter 
schooner 
schooner 


87 

33 

105 


schooner     56 


8.  Lane.  Esq. 
W.  H  P.  Weston,  Esq. 
8ir  Gilbert  East.  Bart, 
T.  Tonier,  Esq. 


The  gun  was  fired  afe  12h«  I7m.  and  they  got  away  in  glorious  style, 
ihe  Ella  with  the  lead,  followed  by  Wildfire,  PhaDtom,  and  Vesper, 
in  this  order  they  passed  the  first  mark  1,  but  the  Phantom  seyerally 
paned  the  leading  yachts,  and  she  kept  ahead  daring  remainder  of 
raee,  winning  the  cop  a  second  time,  therefore  her  owner  became  it« 
permanent  possessor.  The  Wildfire  met  with  an  accident  in  the  second 
reand;  haying  lost  her  topmast,  and  part  of  her  cutwater.  The  Vesper 
received  the  soTcreigns. 

The  Little  Dorriti  Fanny,  and  Dolphin,  had  a  sharp  contettfor  £10, 
which  the  first  named  won. 

Several  exceeding  good  boat  matches  followed. 


THE  IMPERIAL  REGATTA  AT  HAVRE. 

The  twentieth  anniversary  of  this  nautical /f^e,  under  the  distinguished 
patronage  of  His  Imperial  Highness  the  Prince  Jerome,  came  off  on 
Sunday,  the  29th  of  August,  under  very  favourable  auspices,  there  being 
a  whole  sail  breeze  from  the  northward  and  westward  and  smooth  water, 
but  there  was  mingled  eelat  and  disappointment-^^c/a^  as  regards  the 
number  of  persons  present;  and  disappointment  to  those,  who,  by  some 
unfortunate  misunderstanding  of  the  regulations,  were  declared  hots  de 
combat.  The  site  selected  was  as  heretofore,  the  beautiful  bay  of  ^^te. 
Adresse,  formed  on  the  one  side  by  the  Cape  la  Heve,  and  on  the  other 
by  the  Mole  and  entrance  to  the  port  of  Havre,  and  certainly  a  more 
picturesque  site  could  not  be  selected.  The  hill  from  the  base  to  the 
summit,  is  studded  here  and  there  with  beautiful  villas  and  overtopping 
foliage,  reslaurantes  innumerable  from  the  celebrated  **  Descente  des 
Phares,"  to  the  renowned  "  Frascatti,"  thus  presenting  a  perfect  amphi- 
theatre on  shore  and  a  living  panaroma  afloat.  On  the  beach  fronting 
L'Hotel  Frascatti  was  erected  an  elegant  saloon  for  tlie  illustrious  vuitors 
and  authorities,  and  on  either  side  were  covered  platforms,  tenanted  by 
elegantly-dressed  personages  from  the  neighbourhood  ;  the  whole  of 
the  erections  being  surmounted  with  countless  "  Tricolours'*  and  flags 
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of  all  natioiit,  nmoag  wliidi  the  Eoglisliy  American,  Spaniili,  and  For* 
togaese  were  predominaQt. 

At  Ih.  SOin.  the  Committee  and  Local  anthoritiet  atsembled  id  tbe 
paTilion  piepared  for  their  reception.  The  Pnnce  Jerome  waa  o»  board 
H.  I.  M.  Steamer  L^'Antilopes  which  wav  anchored  in  the  roadstead 
drefsed  low  and  aloft^  and  £rom  whenoe  the  ngnal  for  the  start  in  eaob 
match  was  effected. 

The  following  was  the  progr«mme,  and  the  order  in  whidi  the  aervenl 
'^  Tictors"  were  annoonced. 

First  match  for  decked  pilot  vessels  :  Erst  prize  giren  by  bis  Lnperial 
Highness  the  Prince  Jerome  700f.;  second  priaB»  400f.  $  third  priae  2O0L 
La  Maria,  Patron  Laceone,  I;  Cehste  Aglase,  Anbert  Alexandre,  2; 
Felimtfi  Denr^  Rcazd  Louis,  3;  Juene  Emile  (of  Honfloer)  Caidon,  0; 
Belle  France  of  Honflear,  0;  HirondeHe,  Gnerrier,  0;  Neptmie,  Victor 
fioudin,  0.  This  was  a  Tery  excellent  match,  and  a  very  eziciting  one 
as  between  the  first  fonr  pilot  vessels  and  also  between  the  last  twa 
The  course  having  been  fixed,  via:  round  certain  buoys  and  flag-boafta 
stationed  so  as  to  form  a  circle  in  the  bay — a  distance  upon  the  whole, 
of  only  four  miles;  with  the  previous  regulation  that,  in  the  event  of  the 
wind  being  in  either  of  the  northern  quarters  the  vessels  should  start  to 
the  southward^  and,  in  the  event  of  ita  being  in  the  opporite  quarters^ 
to  perform  the  same  course,  but  proceeding  first  to  the  northward* 
The  wind  being  from  the  W.N.W.  was  consequently  in  the  northern 
quarter,  and  the  Hirondelle'  and  Neptune  accordingly  proceeded  first  to 
the  soudiward,  which  appeared  to  have  been  judged  wrong  ;  the  othea 
vessels  proceeded  in  the  opposite  direction,  and  returned  in  the  order  we 
have  named,  and  the  prizes  were  awarded  by  the  judgea  to  them.  Tha 
Neptune  amved  at  the  goal  three  minutes  before  her  consort,  Uiroiidelle. 
There  was  a  difference  of  only  six  seconds  between  the  first  and  second 
vessels^  which  performed  the  course  in  the  opposite  direction,  and  whidi 
was  dedared  to  be  eonect. 

Second  match*-— Boata  of  any  dimensiona  appropriate  for  the  service 
of  the  port,  ni)t  exceeding  nine  metres  in  length  >— first  priae  by  Prince 
Jerome,  300f.  second  prize,  a  medal  and  lOOf.  by  the  Minister  of  Marine^ 
third  prize  lOOf.  There  were  ^re  entries.  The  first  prize  was  won  by 
the  Mistigris,  Aug.  Mazaras  ;  the  second  by  Grandin,  Haumer ;  but  in 
consequence  of  the  few  boata  which  started,  L'Alphonse  Karr,  Souiy, 
which^eame  in  third,  was  not  awarded  any  prize. 

Third  match. — Pleasure  vessels,  with  or  without  decks,  of  all  nations, 
under  12  metres.  First  prize  300f.  second  prize  200f.  third  prize  iOOf. 
There]  were  eight  entries,  but  only  the  following  started>— Satanide, 
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IL  de  DreuOIe  Seneetem,  owner  also  of  the  Caprice,  a  frequent  Tintor 
at  the  ports  in  the  Mediterranean  and  North  Sea,  and  we  befiere  ia  the 
only  jacht  that  has  carried  the  French  flag  in  our  ports;  Fleure  de  Mai 
H.  de  Barois ;  Union,  Martiniere.  The  Batadan,  M.  Nion  was  cKs- 
masted  at  the  commencement  and  rendered  hor9  de  combat  The  prizea 
were  oonsequendy  awarded  to  the  victors  in  the  order  above  named. 

Fourth  match  for  whale  boats  first  priae  dOOf*  second  200f.  Only  two 
started.     Won  by  the  Winslow,  Foitevin. 

Fifth  match  for  small  boats  decked  or  open  did  not  come  o£ 

Sixth  match  for  amateur  galleys  of  all  nations.  First  prise  a  pieca 
of  plate,  second  lOOf.  It  was  expected  that  for  this  match  there  would 
have  been  many  competitors,  but  the  public  were  disappointed  owing  to 
the  regattas  of  Meulan  and  St.  Valery  having  come  off  the  day  previous, 
which  prevented  the  gentlemen  rowers  of  the  Parisian  sports  from  put- 
ting in  an  appearance.  The  result  was  that  the  Flamraeche,  Caillet^ 
found  only  one  competitor  La  Heve,  manned  by  some  young  men  be- 
kmgmg  to  Havre.  The  match  was  well  contested.  The  Flanuneche 
passing  the  Heve  in  the  first  round,  and  maintained  her  position  through- 
out.    Only  one  prise  was  given. 

Several  other  matches  followed  or  rather  proceeded  with,  and  inter-  . 
mingled  with  each  other  during  the  afternoon,  which  though  of  interest 
to  the  locality^  were  not  of  a  nature  to  call  forth  any  particular  remarks. 


Bogdl  Welth  Yaeki  CM.— The  monthly  meeting  of  this  dub  was  held  on 
Wednesday,  3rd  inst. ;  the  Rear-Commodore  presiding. 

The  following  new  membem,  proposed  at  the  previous  meeting  were  bal- 
lotted  for  and  elected,— Rear- Admiral  Lord  Clarence  Paget,  M.P.,  Richard 
Carreg,  Esq.,  Cefnmaen,  near  Pwllhely,  and  Richard  Fawcett,  Esq.,  Leeds, 
yacht  Wy?em. 

The  Rear-Commodore  read  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  condolence  written  by 
him  to  Mrs.  Assheton  Smith,  and  her  reply  thereto,  which  were  ordered  to 
be  entered  on  the  Minutes. 

On  the  motion  of  Major-GenL  Gore,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sampson,  Colonel 
the  Hon.  £.  G.  D.  Pennant,  M.P.,  of  Penrbyn  Castle,  was  unanimously 
elected  Commodore  of  the  clnb. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Rear-Commodore,  seconded  by  Migor-Genl.  Gore,  it 
was  resolved  that  the  tender  of  Mr.  Darid  Williams,  Builder,  (for  the  repair 
of  the  Curtain  Wall  and  corresponding  work,)  be  accepted,  and  that  it  be 
done  under  the  superintendance  of  the  Special  Business  Committee,  before 
whom  specifications  should  be  placed,  and  that  the  works  be  proceeded  with 
immediately. 
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ARRIVAL  OF  THE  CHRISTOPHER  COLUMBUS  YACHT. 

Thb  former  Yolumes  of '*  Our  Magazine/'  cod  tain  the  perilous  adventures  of 
yachts,  to  different  parte  of  the  world,  and  as  one  of  our  traos-atlantic  friends 
has  visited  us  a  second  time  in  small  yachts  of  his  own  construction  we  will 
reiterate  the  Time$  account,  6th  Oct. 

**  Southampton,  Oct.  4th.*— Many  of  our  readers  will  doubtless  remember 
the  arrival  at  Liverpool,  in  July  1857,  of  a  small  craft,  named  the  Charter 
Oak,  only  80  tons  burdeo,  from  New  York,  her  owner  and  builder  having 
performed  the  perilous  passage  across  the  Atlantic  in  this  frail  hark,  with  a 
single  companion.  The  adventurous  navigator,  whose  name  is  Charles  R. 
Webb,  has  now  accomplished  a  second  enterprize  of  the  kind,  having  arrived 
at  this  port  on  Saturday  evening  in  a  small  cutter,  named  Christopher  Co- 
lumbus, this  time  accompanied  by  two  boys,  both  18  years  of  age,  neither  of 
them  previously  acquainted  with  nautical  pursuits.  The  cutter  sailed  from 
New  York  on  the  19th  of  August,  and  has  occupied  45  days  in  the  voyage, 
^e  is  only  45  tons  burden,  58  feet  in  length  over  all,  45  feet  keel,  16  feet  in 
width,  and  the  mast  is  50  feet  6  inches  long.  She  has  no  raised  bulwarks, 
the  deck  being  merely  protected  by  a  stout  tope  sustained  by  iron  standriima. 
Her  greatest  draught  of  water  is  6  feet.  A  more  frail-looking  bark  in  which 
to  cross  the  stormy  Atlantic  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  conceive,  and  as  die 
laid  off  the  town  quay,  surrounded  by  the  larger  craft  built  for  the  purpose  of 
our  river  and  coast,  few  would  imagine,  or  scarce  believe  it  when  told  them, 
that  this  miniature  vessel  could  have  travelled  over  such  a  wild  waste 
of  waters.  The  Christopher  Columbus  was  built  at  Stamford,  Connecticut, 
in  7  months,  every  part  ol  the  work  being  executed  by  Webb  himself,  except 
the  stepping  of  the  mast  and  the  rigging,  even  to  the  cutting  down  and 
shaping  of  the  timber  with  which  she  is  constructed.  Webb  is  a  native  of 
Stamford,  29  years  of  age,  and  a  shipwright  by  trade,  his  nautical  knowledge, 
as  he  tells  us,  having  been  gained  while  working  as  a  carpenter  on  board  a 
Liverpool  packet  ship.  This  is  the  seventeenth  voyage  he  has  made  across 
the  Atlantic,  nine  out  and  eight  home.  1*he  two  boys  by  whom  he  was  accom- 
panied in  his  daring  adventure  are  named  George  Colles  and  Samuel  Schole- 
field.  The  voyage  has  been  conducted  throughout  on  strict  temperance 
principles,  and  the  stores  of  provisions  were  of  a  very  modest  and  un-epicu- 
rean  character,  comprising  only  biscuit,  mackerel,  and  hams,  with  a  little 
salt  beef.  The  vessel  is  built  of  oak,  and  sloop-rigged.  A  plain  cabin,  with 
sleeping  recesses  on  either  side,  in  the  centre  of  the  vessel,  the  stores  occu- 
pying either  end,  constitutes  the  whole  internal  economy  of  this  remarkable 
craft.  She  arrived  off  Cowes  on  Saturday  at  two  o'clock,  and  came  on  here 
in  the  evening.  Not  the  least  curious  part  of  the  affair  is  the  log,  kept  in  a 
very  rough  manner  on  a  few  sheets  of  foolscap  paper  stitched  together;  the 
entries  all  made  in  pencil,  ink  being  evidently  an  unknown  commodity  on 
board.  We  subjoin  a  copy  of  the  log  for  the  benefit  of  nautical  readers  who 
may  feel  interested  in  the  daily  progress  of  so  very  remarkable  a  passage:*- 
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Aug.  19th.— Pasted  the  Hook  light.  8  •.m.    Wind  N.  13  bood,  ImU  iXP  31^ 

distance  sailed  26  miles. 
20th.— Noon  lat.40''  11';  112  miles.    Wind  N.W.  6  p.ni«,  spoke  ship 

Aurora^  bonnd  to  LiYerpool. 
2lst. — 10  a.m.,  passed  full-rigged  ship  bound  west*    Noon,  lat  40^  26'; 

83  miles.     Wind  S.W. 
S2d^— Light  air  of  wind  to  the  southward }  cloudy  ;  no  observation,  48 

miles.    Passed  three  vessels. 
23d.— Fresh  breeze,  N.W.    Lat.  40<'  .51';  122  miles. 
24th.— Fresh  breexe,  N.W.    Lai.  41""  6^;  158  miles. 
25th.«-Lsght  breesa  W.  Lat  41^  33';  130  miles.  10  p.m.»  light  breeze  N. 
26th — ^Light  faraeze  N.E.    Lat.  41''  39';  94  miles.    4  p.m.,  passed  a 

lafge  ship  bound  west.    8  p.m.  N.E.,  hove  to. 
27th« — ^Wind  N.£.    6  a.m.  passed  a  large  ship  bound  west.    Lat.  41° 

26%  hove  to. 
28th.— Wind  N.£.    Lat.  41 ""  82',  hove  to. 
29th.— Wind  £.    Hove  to.    No  observation. 
30th.^  a.m.,  got  under  away.  6  aon.,  light  W.  wmds.    Noon,  lat.  41° 

4'.    4  p.m.  wind  S.W. 
31st.— Wind  &W.    10  a.m.  passed  s  ship  bound  west.    Noon,  lat.  42° 

32',  143  miles. 
Bept.  1st.— Light  winds,  Ibggy,  no  obsecvation.    6  p.m.  wind  N.W. 

2nd.— Dead  cahn.    Lat  43°  64,'.    On  the  BaiM  4  p.m.  two  vessels  m 

sight  to  the  southward. 
3rd.— 3  a.m.  wind  N.E.,  fogSX*  nioj-    ^  *Ja*  cte^d  calm.    Noon,  lat. 

43°  52.    4  p.m.  light  air  N.W.    8  p.m,  calm. 
4tb.— Ught  air  from  the  south.    Lat,  43°  52';  made  sail    2  pjn.  ship 

in  sight  bound  west. 
Sthw— Wind  a&W.    Lat  44°  45^  182  miles.    Afternoon,  wind  W., 

6th. — ^Wind  W.,  foggy,  rainy,  and  squally.    No  (Aservation,  131  miles. 

7th.— Rainy,  fresh  weateriy  gales.    No  observation«  138  miles. 

8th.— Fresh  gales,  west,  10  a. m.  ship  passed  us  steering  east.  Lat.  46° 
46',  158  miles. 

9th. — Heavy  westerly  gales.  No  observation,  123  miles,  hove  to.  12 
p.m.  gale  broke,  leaving  a  tremendous  cross  sea  running. 

lOthw— Lig^t  breese  west,  made  sail*  oommenced  raining.  No  observa- 
tion, 60  miles.  6  p.m.  wind  shifted  to  N.E.;  still  raining:  8 
p.m.,  hove  to  again.    10  p.m.  blowing  bard.    13  made  avL 

11th.— 4  am.  hove  to  again.  6  ajn.  blowing  hard  from  N.N.W.  10 
a.m.  saw  two  ships  under  close-reefed  topsails.  Noon,  lat.  47° 
25'.    6  p.m.  hove  te,  still  blowing  hard.    8  pan.  made  aaiL 

12th.— Wind  N.W.    Lat  47°  40^,  139  milesu 

18th.— Wmd  M.E.,  8  a.m.  sail  in  sight,  close-reefed.  No  d>semtion, 
88  miles.  6  pjn.  wind  N.N.E.  8  hove  to.  19  wind  £.  faloir- 
ing  hflrd. 
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Sept.  14tb.--Lat  47""  14'.  blowios  httd,  E. 
Ifith.— Light  breexe  £.  Ut.  46''  66'. 

16di. — Strong  breeie  N.  6  a.in,  made  eail.    Noon  lat  46^  47 . 
17th.— Wind  N.W.,  squoUy.    Lat.  47^  16',  144  miles. 
18th.— 6  a.mi  saw  a  large  ship  steering  west    Noon,  lat  47^  S5',  121 

miles,  very  squally 
19tb.— Beautiful  day,  very  little  wind.    Lat  47®  88',  40  milea.    4  pmi 

light  breexe,  £.    8  blowing  a  gale,  hove  to»    12  a  ship  passed 

us  steering  west 
20th — 8  a.ni.  blowing  a  gale  from  the  eastward.    Noon,  lat  47®  10', 

hove  to.    4  p.m.  a  brig  passed  us  steering  east,  under  doee- 

reefed  topsaUs.    6  blowing  hard  and  raining. 
21st. — 2  a.m.  made  sail,  light  breexe  W.    8  wind  dying  out    Noon, 

lat.  47""  1',  dead  calm.    4  p.m.  wind  N.W.  and  squally.    8 

rainy. 
22nd. — Wind  N.,  blowing  hard,  rainy.    10  ajn.  spoke  the  brig  Fordmill 

of  Swansea,  lat  48°  long.  18°  12'.    6  p.m.  passed  a  ^eoe  of 

floating  wreck.    10  wind  N.W. 
2drd.— Wind  N.W.,  6  a.m.  spoke  the  ship  Courant,  of  Bath,  bound  to 

Pembroke,  lat.  48°  15',  long.  15°  10',  167  miles.    2  p.ni.  spoke 

hermaphrodite  brig  Pallas,  Prince  Edward  Island. 
24th.— Dead  calm,  lat  48°  d9'«   80  miles.    6  p.m.  spoke  ship  Bobert 

Cushman,  bound  to  Charleston,  lat  49°  20',  long.  12®  16'. 
25th.— Wind  aW.,  Ut.  49°  40',  long.  10°  W.,  85  miles. 
26th.— Wind  to  southward,  lat  49°  50',  42  miles. 
27th.— Light  airs,  lat.  49°  56',  37  miles ;  cahn. 
28th.— Light  breexe  from  N.£.  with  rain,  foggy.    No  obsenration,  18 

miles.    Haxy  at  night 
29th.— Thick  and  haxy,  lat.  48°  SO'.    Sunshine  at  noon.    Wind  N.E. 
90th. — 8  a.m.  Scilly  bore  N.N.E.    10  a.m.  split  scudding  saiL    2  pjn. 

wind  N.W. 
Oct  1st— 8  a.m.  made  Start  Point,  besring  £.b.N. 


LIGHTS  AND  FOG  SIGNALS. 

Tam  Admiralty  hare  issued  the  following  Notice  which  renders  it  imperative 
on  all  Sea-going  Vessels  to  observe  to  prevent  coUision.  It  came  into  fixee, 
on  the  Ist  of  October  last 

SUam  F«tM^.— All  Sea-going  Steam  Vessels,  when  under  Steam,  shall 
between  sunset  and  sunrise,  exhibit  the  following  Lights:— 

1— A  bright  White  Light  at  the  Foremast  Head.  A  Green  Light  on  the 
Starboard  side.    A  Red  Light  on  the  Port  side. 

2— The  mast-head  Light  shall  be  so  constructed  as  to  be  visable  on  a  dark 
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night,  with  a  clear  atmosphere,  at  a  distance  of  at  least  5  miles,  and  shall 
ahow  an  uniform  and  unbroken  light  over  an  arc  of  the  horizon  of  20  points 
of  the  compass,  and  it  shall  be  so  fixed  as  to  throw  the  light  10  pomts  on 
each  side  of  the  ship,  viz. :  from  right  ahead  to  2  points  abaft  the  beam  on 
either  side. 

« 3.— The  Green  Light  on  the  Starboard  side  and  the  Red  Light  on  the  Port 
side  shall  be  so  constructed  as  to  be  visible  on  a  dark  night  with  a  clear 
atmosphere,  at  a  distance  of  at  leatit  2  miles,  and  show  an  uniform  and  un- 
broken light  over  an  arc  of  the  horizon  of  10  points  of  the  compass,  and  thejr 
ahali  be  so  fixed  as  to  throw  the  light  from  right  ahead  to  2  points  abaft  the 
beam  on  the  Starboard  and  on  the  Port  sides  respectively. 

4. — The  side  Lights  are  to  be  fitted  with  inboard  screens  projecting  at  least 
3  feet  forward  from  the  light,  so  as  to  prevent  the  lights  from  being  seen 
•crocs  the  bow. 

5 — Steam  Vessels  under  Sail  only,  are  not  to  carry  their  mast-head  Light. 

Fog  Signals — All  Sea-going  Steam  Vessels,  whether  propelled  by  paddles 
or  screws,  when  their  steam  is  up,  and  when  under  way,  shall  in  all  cases  oc 
Fog  use  as  a  Fog  Signal  a  Steam  Whistle,  placed  before  the  Funnel  at  not 
less  than  8  feet  firom  the  deck,  which  shall  be  sounded  once  at  least  every 
6Te  minutes ;  but  when  the  steam  it  not  up,  they  shall  use  a  Fog  Horn  or 
Bell,  aa  ordered  for  Sailing  Ships. 

Saiung  Vbssbls. 

l.»  All  Sea- going  Sailing  Vessels  when  underway  or  being  towed,  shall 
between  sunset  and  sunrise  exhibit  a  Green  Light  on  the  Starboard  side  and 
a  Red  Light  on  the  Port  side  of  the  vessel,  and  such  Lights  shall  be  so  con- 
structed as  to  be  visible  on  a  dark  night,  with  a  clear  atmosphere,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  at  least  2  miles,  and  shall  show  an  uniform  and  unbroken  light  over 
an  arc  of  the  horizon  of  10  points  of  the  compass,  from  right  ahead  to  2 
points  abaft  the  beam  on  the  Starboard  and  on  the  Port  side«  respectively. 

2.-^The  Coloured  Lights  shall  hejixed  wherever  it  id  practicable  so  as  to 
exhibit  them ;  and  shall  be  fitted  with  inboard  screens  projecting  at  least  3 
feet  forward  from  the  Light,  so  as  to  prevent  the  Lights  being  seen  across 
the  bow. 

3.— When  the  Coloured  Lights  cannot  be  fixed  (as  in  the  case  of  small 
vessels  in  bad  weather,)  they  shall  be  kept  on  deck  between  sunset  and  sun- 
rise, on  their  proper  sides  of  the  vessel,  ready  for  instant  exhibition,  and  shall 
be  exhibited  in  such  a  manner  as  can  be  best  seen  on  the  approach  of,  or  to, 
any  other  vessel  or  vessels,  in  sufilcient  time  to  avoid  collision,  and  so  that 
the  Green  Light  shall  not  be  seen  on  the  Port  side,  nor  the  Ked  Light  on 
the  Starboard  side. 

Fog  Signal*. — AH  Sea-going  Sailing  Vessels,  when  underway,  shall  in  all 
cases  of  Fog,  use  when  on  the  Starboard  Tack  a  Fog  Horn,  and  when  on  the 
Port  Tack  shall  Ring  a  Bell.  These  signals  shall  be  sounded  once  at  least 
every  five  minutes. 

Sailing  Pilot  Vessels  are  to  carry  only  a  White  Light  at  the  Mast  head, 
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and  are  to  exhibit  a  Flare-up  Light  every  15  minatea,  in  accordance  with 
the  Trinity  House  regulation. 

Vessbls  at  Archob. 
All  Sea-going  Vessels  when  at  anchor  in  roadsteads  or  faxrwajs,  shall  be- 
tween sunset  and  sunrise  exhibit  where  it  can  best  be  seen,  but  at  a  height 
not  exceeding  20  feet  above  the  hull,  a  White  Light  in  a  Globular  Lantern 
of  8  inches  in  diameter,  and  so  constructed  as  to  show  a  clear,  uDiform,  and 
unbroken  light  all  round  the  horizon,  at  a  distance  of  at  least  I  mile. 


DECISION  IMPORTANT  TO  REGATTA  COMMITTEEa 

Ihstow  RSGA.TTA  Casx. — Cutlomd  V,  CoUbrooke  and  oikmrK — ^This  was  an 
action  brought  by  the  plaintifi^  in  Bideford  County  Court,  to  recover  a  i»eoe 
of  Plate,  called  the  Ladies'  Cup,  won,  as  he  said,  by  his  boat  at  the  Instow 
Regatta,  but  which  the  Committee  afterwards  refused  to  award  him,  on  the 
ground  that  one  of  the  crew  was  not  an  '*  amateur,"  as  required  by  the 
printed  regulations. 

Mr.  Chanter  appeared  for  the  plainti£^  and  observed  that  the  question 
would  be  whether  one  of  the  crew,  named  Colwill,  was  an  amateur  or  not ; 
he  should  show  that  he  was  an  amateur,  within  the  meaning  of  the  term. 

Mr.  Lionel  Bencraft  submitted  for  the  defendants,  the  Instow  Committee, 
that  there  was  not  a  shadow  of  ground  for  this  action,  the  proceedings  of 
the  Committee  having  been  Ikir  and  homafidt  throughout. 

A  protest  had  been  handed  in  to  the  Stewards  against  the  crew,  relative 
to  the  man  Colwill,  and  after  the  regatta  an  enquiry  was  instituted,  and  it 
was  decided  that  the  crew  of  the  boat  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  printed 
regulations,  therefpre  the  second  boat  was  entitled  to  the  cup.  In  the  printed 
regulations  there  was  a  clause  which  stated  that  '4n  all  cases  of  dispute,  or 
matters  relating  to  the  regatta,  the  decision  of  the  committee  to  be  finaL" 
He  referred  to  a  racing  case  decided  by  his  honour  some  time  since  in  Barn- 
staple, and  pleaded  that  the  court  had  no  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  Chanter  argued  that  the  court  had  jurisdiction,  because  a  certain 
time  was  allowed  for  the  Committee  holding  the  cup  to  give  an  opportunity 
for  bringing  the  case  into  court ;  consequently  their  decision  was  conditional, 
not  final.  The  cup  had  been  fiurly  won,  and  he  claimed  it  on  the  part  of 
Bideford.  (Much  applause  from  part  of  the  audience,  which  was  checked 
by  the  judge.)  He  did  not  impute  any  improper  motives  to  the  Stewards^ 
the  man  Colwill  was  a  wheelwright,  and  therefore  an  amateur. 

Mr.  Bencraft  answered  that  the  man,  although  a  wheelwright  and  a  sawyer, 
was  also  employed  about  ships,  nnd  acted  occadonally  as  a  pilot ;  he  read 
certifiates  to  that  effect.    The  judge  said  that  if  the  man  chose  to  get  any  . 
part  of  his  living  by  going  to  sea,  he  was  not  an  amateur  ;  his  impresaion 
was  that  the  Committee  was  right. 

Mr.  Bencraft  said  he  was  not  prepared,  on  the  part  of  the  Committee,  to 
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give  erideDce  in  this  case,  because  he  depended  upon  the  want  of  jariadiction 
by  the  court  Captain  Fenwick,  and  other  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  were 
in  eourt,  and  said  that  they  had  not  only  been  threatened  with  the  county 
court,  but  had  been  threatened  thst  the  Cup  should  not  leave  Instow. 

His  honour  said  the  question  bad  been  already  decided  by  a  court  of  com- 
petent jurisdiction,  and  he  should  be  doing  injustice  to  the  Committee  and 
to  the  public  if  he  exercised  a  jurisdiction  which  did  not  belong  to  him.  It 
would  not  do,  in  such  cases,  for  a  Committee,  who  had  exercised  their  best 
judgment  in  accordance  with  their  regulatio  ns,  to  be  brought  into  a  county 
court  at  considerable  expense.  He  had  no  jurisdiction,  and  therefore  the 
case  could  not  be  heard. 

Costs  were  applied  for  on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  but  his  honour  con- 
sidered he  had  no  jurisdiction  to  grant  costs. 

Mr.  Bencrafl  said  Capt  Fenwick  had  been  brought  a  very  long  distance 
as  one  of  the  committee,  and  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  great  hardship  if  he 
could  not  claim  his  costs ;  the  learned  advocate  was  of  opinion  that  his 
honour,  has  jurisdiction  in  such  a  case  to  allow  costs  to  the  defendants, 
and  he  should  be  glad  to  be  heard,  at  the  next  court,  in  support  of  the  appli 
cation. — His  honour  said  he  would  consent  to  that ;  upon  which  Mr.  Chanter 
intimated  that  he  should  oppose  the  application. 


LONDON  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 
This  first-established  Model  Club,  has  been  under  a  cloud  for  some  consi- 
derable period,  but  now  it  has  resolved  to  hold  an  annual  match  on  the 
Thames,  we  shall  find  members  of  other  clubs  coming  forward  to  support  it; 
at  least  such  is  our  wish.  However  our  immediate  business  is  with  the  last 
match,  which  took  place  on  the  2nd  October,  from  East  Greenwich  to  the 
Ovans  buoy,  near  Coal  House  Point,  and  return  to  the  starting  place.  The 
prize  was  a  silver  cup;  and  the  following  took  their  stations: — ^Gnat,  5,  Mr. 
J.  West,  Eugenie,  6,  Mr.  White,  Blink  bonny,  5,  Mr.  G.  West. 

The  wind  was  W.8.W.  fresh  at  lib.  when  they  started,  the  Blink  Bonny 
was  the  first  to  hoist  the  cloth,  and  she  took  the  lead,  followed  by  Gnat,  with 
Eugenie  well  up.  When  off  Blackwall  she  challenged  the  Gnat,  went  well 
to  windward  of  her  and  took  second  place;  but  after  some  manceuvring  in 
Half  Way  reach  the  Gnat  recovered  her  position.  They  now  sped  along  at 
a  rattling  pace,  Blink  Bonny  passmg  Erith  considerably  ahead  of  the  others. 
On  they  went  in  this  order,  without  any  change  taking  place,  to  the  turning 
point,  Ovans  Buoy,  which  was  rounded  thus:— Blink  Bonny  Ih.  26m.  30s. 
Onai  Ih.  30m.  58.,  Eugenie  Ih.  33ra.  32s. 

After  rounding,  the  weatherly  qualities  of  the  Gnat  were  soon  made  mani- 
fest, as  in  a  few  tacks  she  shot  ahead,  and  kept  so  to  the  finish.  Blink 
Bonny  was  much  hampered  by  an  attendant  vessel,  which  frequently  took  the- 
wind  out  of  her  sails.  Such  conduct  is  highly  reprehensible,  and  is  practised 
more  on  the  Thames  than  ui  any  other  place.    The  Eugenie  lost  way  consi- 
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derably,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  time  of  tbeir  arrival  at  Green  #icb — Gnat  6b. 
A9m.,  Blink  Bonny  7h.  I7ffl.  158.,  Eugenie  7h.  45m. 


IRISH  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 

On  Sept.  15th,  the  waters  of  Dublin  Bay  bore  a  large  number  of  craft  of  aO 
denominations  to  do  honour  to  the  above  club,  and  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
subjoined  entries  some  of  the  little  cracks  were  to  the  fore  on  this  occasion. 

The  first  prize  was  for  a  purse  of  fifteen  sovereigns  with  an  allowance  of 
balf-a- minute  per  ton.     The  following  started: — 

Bijou,  10  tons,  R.  D.  Kane,  Esq.,  Dove,  12  tons,  T.  D,  Keogh,  Esq.,  and 
Virago,  12  tons,  Capt.  J.  S.  B^rne. 

The  course  was  from  their  own  anchors  in  the  harbour,  round  a  flag-boat 
moored  one  nautic  mile  E.N.E.  of  the  harbour's  mouth,  leaving  it  on  the 
port  hand;  thence  to  the  West  Buoy  of  Dublin  Bay,  off  Poolbeg  lighthouse, 
leaving  it  on  the  starboard  hand;  from  thence  to  the  Eastern  buoy  of  the 
same  bar,  also  to  be  left  on  the  starboard  hand,  and  back  to  the  harbour 
flag-boat.  This  course  to  be  raced  three  times  round,  winning  in  the  harbour 
leaving  the  flag-ship,  the  Champion  yacht,  (R.  D.  Kane,  Esq.)  on  the  star- 
board hand.     Distance  about  16  miles. 

At  Ih.  56m.  the  starting  gun  fired,  in  the  midst  of  a  fresh  south-west 
squall,  and  the  three  little  clippers  careened  to  the  strong  blast  as  if  tbey 
never  meant  to  right  again,  causing  many  a  fair  bosom  to  beat  anxiously  for 
the  safety  of  their  reckless  crews.  The  Virago  having  dragged  her  anchor 
for  a  considerable  distance,  obtained  a  decided  lead;  but  the  Bijou  and 
Dove,  fresh  on  her  track,  soon  settled  down  to  their  work,  and  ranging 
alongside  of  each  other  beam  and  beam,  seemed  scarcely  to  heed  their  flying 
antagonist,  so  absorbed  were  they  in  their  relative  manoeuvres.  The  wind 
was  very  fresh  at  south-west,  veering  occasionally  to  south-east,  bringing  a 
heavy  rolling  sea  into  the  bay.  It  was  a  beaotiful  sight  as  they  ran  the 
down  course  for  the  buoys  of  the  bar,  each  daring  little  vessel  alternately 
lifted  on  the  summit  of  a  great  foam  capped  wave,  the  tiny  black  hull,  a  mere 
speck  beneath  a  pile  of  snowy  canvas,  sweeping  along  with  amazing  speed. 
On  nearing  the  west  buoy  the  Dove  challenged  for  the  lead,  and  drew  a 
clear  length  ahead  of  her  rival,  who  luffing  short  up,  endeavoured  to  fasten 
upon  her  weather  quarter;  tbey  were  at  this  time  carrying  their  booms  on 
the  starboard  hand,  and  closing  the  buoy  fast,  so  that  Bijou  took  nothing  by 
her  manoeuvre,  and  ^*  jibe  ho'*  it  must  be  if  they  carried  the  masts  away,  for 
neither  would  yield  an  inch,  and  the  craft  that  stayed  round  was  doomed;  in 
they  went  determined  to  do  or  die.  Down  came  the  topsail  of  the  Dove  like 
magic,  over  went  the  boom,  with  the  mainsheet  rounded  to  a  nicety,  and 
away  she  went,  with  the  wind  abeam,  for  the  Eastern  buoy. 

The  Bijou,  handled  in  equally  beautiful  style,  jibed  without  hurting  a  rope, 
and  both  went  a  rare  pace  through  the  heavy  cross  sea,  overhauling  the  Vi- 
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rago  band  over  hand,  who,  handled  admirably  and  with  great  judgment,  bad 
held  the  lead  up  to  this  point  well.  Now  they  prepared  for  the  struggle  to 
windward;  housed  topmasts,  stowed  away  topsails,  and  sharpened  the  sheets 
home  on  a  taut  bowline.  In  a  short  time  the  Dove  began  to  move  away 
from  the  Bijou  and  Virago,  looking  up  nearly  two  points  to  windward  of  both, 
and,  declaring  to  win,  went  for  the  harbour  flag-boat,  which  she  weathered 
ID  two  tacks;  the  Bijou,  steadily  and  exquisitely  handled,  running  a  cautious 
waiting  race,  the  wary  Virago  watching  both  vessels  like  a  hawk,  waiting  but 
the  fatal  moment  of  a  spent  topmast  or  bowsprit  to  make  her  dire  swoop. 
Onwards,  however,  scathlessly  and  fearlessly  dashed  the  hardy  canvas  backs, 
and  second  and  third  rounds  were  accomplished  in  a  like  fashion.  After 
rounding  the  Eastern  buoy  for  the  last  time  the  wind  veered  more  to  the 
Eioathward  and  eastward,  and  a  '*  fresh  hand  to  the  bellows"  came  roaring  up 
the  bay;  the  vessels  just  a  good  full  for  the  harbour ;  the  crew  of  the  Dove 
pri>cceded  to  take  in  her  gaff- topsail,  when  the  cleat  at  the  end  of  the  gaff 
drew,  and  the  topsail  sheet  getting  jammed  between  the  sheave  and  it,  all 
efforts  of  her  crew  were  unavailing  to  start  the  sheet,  and  to  send  a  hand 
aloft  to  clear  it  would  have  been  madness  in  such  a  sea.  The  B^ou,  with  a 
neat  narrow  headed  gaff- topsail  set,  came  bounding  along  at  a  speed  which 
threatened  speedily  to  wrest  the  well- won  and  hardly-sailed  laurels  from  the 
Dove;  but  she  was  not  caught  so  softly;  clapping  a  tackle  on  the  gaff-topsail 
halliard,  her  crew  steadied  the  sail  aloft  again,  and  driving  her  along  a  good 
clean  fiill,  shoved  her  bowsprit  past  the  flag* ship  a  good  winning  first,  where 
one  of  the  best  contested  and  hardest- sailed  matches  of  the  season  was  ter- 
minated in  the  following  order  and  times  : — Dove  4h«  64m.  25s.,  Bijou  4b. 
55m.  188.,  Virsgo  4h,  59m.  10s. 

The  Dove  after  allowing  time  had  eight  seconds  to  spare.  A  protest  was 
entered  respecting  the  winner's  measurement 

During  the  first  race  the  following  started  for  a  purse  of  ten  sovereigns: — 
Vidette,  8  tons,  T.  W.  Hodgans,  Esq.  and  Electric,  8  tons,  P.  Thompson, 
Esq. 

In  consequence  of  the  heavy  sea,  the  course  for  these  vessels  was  more 
sheltered  than  the  other,  accordingly  a  boot  was  moored  off  Bullock  harbour, 
twice  round  which  and  the  harbour  flag-boat  constituted  the  course.  An 
excellent  sailed  race  ensued,  and  they  finished  tempest  tossed  and  storm- 
worn  in  the  following  order— Vidette  8h.  46m.  40s.,  Electric  dh.  49m.  50s. 

This  club  is  under  the  Commodoreship  of  Lord  Otho  Fitzgerald,  and  it  is 
also  highly  patronized  by  the  Royal  Yacht  Clubs  of  Ireland. 


BIRKENHEAD  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB  MATCHES. 

Thb  15th  of  September  witnessed  the  last  of  this  cluVs  matches  for  the 
season,  viz,  the  third  and  fourth  by  yachts  of  the  first  and  second  class.  The 
weather  was  very  fine,  and  as  usual  a  large  and  fashionable  company  repaired 
on  board  the  steamer  Wasp,  which  had  been  engaged  by  the  committee. 
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The  prise  for  the  first  class  was  an  elegant  silver  salver,  Talae  ftfteeo 
guineas.     The  following  started: — 

Spirit,  4^  tons,  J.  Trougbton,  Esq.,  Snake,  7i  Ions,  W.  Wilkinaon,  £aq.. 
Charm,  7^  tons,  J.  Poole,  Esq.,  and  Meta,  7^  tons,  C.  J.  Byrne,  Eeq. 

The  course  for  this  class  was  from  Woodside  Pier  round  a  flag-boat  moored 
off  Drombro*  Pool,  thence  round  a  flag- boat  stationed  southward  of  the  Dio- 
gle,  back  to  flag-boat  at  Brombro*  Pool,  thence  round  flag-bout  south  ward 
of  the  Dingle,  returning  to  the  flag- boat  off  Woodside  Pier,  back  round  the 
flag-boats  stationed  off  Brombro'  Pool  and  the  Dingle,  returning  direct  ta 
flag-boat  at  Woodside  Pier,  passing  between  the  shore  and  flag-boat,  leanng 
the  last  mentioned  flag-boat  on  the  starboard  hand.  All  other  mariu  and 
flag-boats  to  be  left  on  the  port  hand. 

The  prize  for  the  second  class  was  a  neat  drinking  cup,  value  five  guineas. 
The  following  started:^ 

Mosquito,  2  tons,  J,  S.  Bishop,  Esq.,  Elfin,  3|  tons,  A.  Whitworth,  Esq^ 
and  Wasp,  2  tons,  J.  Martin,  Esq. 

The  Phantom,  7  tons,  and  Mayflower,  7  tons,  were  also  entered  but  did 
not  compete.  The  course  for  the  small  yachts  was  the  same  aa  for  the  first 
dass,  but  ending  on  the  first  arrival  at  Woodside  Pier. 

At  half-past  one  the  gun  was  fired,  and  the  yachts  got  away  in  good  order, 
the  Meta  alightly  leading.  The  Snake  hung  a  little  at  starting,  and  waa  last 
off.  It  was  a  beating  wind  up  to  Brombro*,  during  which  the  Meta  gained 
considerably,  though  not  so  much  as  we  expected,  beating  being  her  forte, 
the  Dingle  was  passed  in  the  following  order,  Meta  2h.  1 4m.  488.,  Charm. 
2h.  17m.  3s.,  Snake  2h.  1 7m.  6s.,  Spirit  2h.  19m.  158. 

The  run  back  to  the  Brombro'  flag-boat  did  not  create  much  iolerest, 
although  the  Snake  overhauled  and  passed  the  Charm,  she  could  not  over- 
take the  Meta,  and  they  rounded  as  follows:— Meta  2h.  24m.  46s.,  Snake  2h. 
27m.  458.,  Charm  2h.  28m.  SOs.,  Spirit  2h.  35m  15s.  Returning  the  second 
time  to  the  Dingle  flag- boat  the  Meta  got  ahead  of  ,the  wind,  which  waa 
gradually  dying  away.  The  Snake,  however,  brought  up  a  nice  breeze, 
which  her  enormous  balloon  jib  enabled  her  to  use  to  its  utmost  extent, 
being  nearly  up  to  the  Meta  on  rounding  the  Dingle  flag-boat.  Meta  2b. 
41m.  508.,  Snake  2h.  42m.  308.,  Charm  2h.  44m.,  Spirit  2h.  50m.  20s. 

After  rounding  the  Dingle  it  was  a  dead  run  before  the  wind,  and  the 
Snake  speedily  took  the  lead,  followed  by  Charm,  which  passed  the  Meta, 
and  the  Woodside  flag-boat  was  rounded  thus: — Snake  3h.  19m.  408,,  Charm 
3h.  22m.  408.,  Mete  3h.  24m.  568. 

The  Spirit  was  not  timed  as  she  was  decidedly  out  of  the  race.  Shortly 
after  rounding  a  breeze  sprung  up,  and  the  tide  still  flowing;  the  race  became 
interesting;  and  the  three  yachts  continued  in  the  same  order  to  the  Brombro' 
flag-boat  which  was  passed  by  Snake  4h.  2m.  58.,  Charm  4h  4m.  358.,  Meta 
4h.  6m.  28.  From  this  point  it  was  evident  the  Snake  (barring  accidents) 
would  be  the  victor,  by  some  unaccountable  cause  the  Meta's  usual  good 
qualities  seemed  to  have  deserted  her.  The  Dingle  was  rounded,  Snake  4h. 
12h.  40s.,  Charm  4h.  15m.  15b.,  Meta  4h.  15m.  SOs. 
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The  Snake  doW  increased  her  lead,  arriving  at  the  Woodside  Pier  consider- 
ably in  advance,  and  the  ▼easels  were  timed  as  follows: — Snake  4h.  41m.  55s., 
Charm  4h.  46m.  28.,  Meta  4h.  48m.  4s. 

The  winner  was  bailed  with  repeated  cheers  both  from  the  steamer  and  the 
shore. 

Id  the  second  class  match  the  Wasp  gained  considerably  on  the  ran  to 
Brombro*,  bat  being  short  handed  got  her  jib-boom  foul,  losing  fully  ten 
minatesy  before  getting  her  balloon-jib  set,  and  though  she  afterwards  gained 
three  minutes  when  rounding  the  Brombro'  flag -boat,  she  was  so  unfortu- 
nate as  to  carry  away  her  balloon-jib,  which  getting  under  her  bow,  lost 
her  any  chance  she  might  have  had :  the  Wasp  was  evidently  out-  paced. 
The  Elfln  was  well  sailed,  and  her  owner  has  won  his  maiden  prize  in  the 
club. 


WALTON-ON-THE-NAZE  REGATTA. 

Thb  sports  at  this  place  came  off  July  30th,  under  the  direction  of  a  man- 
aging committee,  comprising  J.  Cardinall,  Esq.,  Capt.  Norman,  and  other 
gentlemen. 

The  first  match  was  for  yachts  from  10  to  25  tons,  the  prize  being  a  silver 
tankard,  value  10  guineas,  which  was  won  by  the  Silver  Star,  25  tons,  J. 
Mann,  Esq.  beating  Folly,  12  tons,  R.  Blanchard,  Esq.,  Fanny,  15  tons,  F. 
Bruff,  Esq.,  and  Greyhound,  11  tons,  J.  Francis,  Esq.  The  Silver  Star  fook 
the  lead  at  starting,  kept  it  throughout,  and  came  in  a  winner  considerably  in 
advance. 

The  next  race  was  between  yachts  not  exceeding  10  tons,  for  a  silver  cup, 
value  6  guineas,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  Chamberlain's  Rifleman,  beating  Mr. 
Baxter^s  Veritas,  Mr.  Moore's  Irresistible,  and  Mr.  Stannard*s  Gem.  The 
latter  took  the  lead  at  starting,  but  the  Riflemen  eventually  passed  her  and 
came  in  the  winner. 

This  was  followed  by  a  smack  race  and  other  matches. 


CLYDE  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 

Tax  last  meeting  for  the  season  of  this  club  took  place  at  Dunoon  on 
Sept.  8rd ,  for  the  purpose  of  running  for  the  club*s  challenge  cup — John 
Eaton  Reid,  Esq.,  commodore,  on  board  his  fine  yacht  Diamond.  The  wea- 
ther in  the  morning  gave  little  promise  of  a  favourable  day,  being  dull  and 
calm,  but  by  12  o'clock  the  day  broke  up,  and  a  fine  breeze  firom  the  S.S.W. 
had  sprung  up. .  There  was  a  good  attendance  of  yachts  cruising  about  the 
shore,  and  the.  scene  was  aaimating.  On  Castle  Hill  and  along  the  shore 
there  were  a  good  many  spectators. 
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The  Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club's  Challenge  Cup,  value  50  aoTereigns,  for 
jachta  under  8  tons  to  be  won  for  two  successive  years,  when  it  becomes  the 
property  of  the  winner.     Cup  won  last  year  by  the  Fairy  Queen. 

The  following  yachts  started :— Armada,  8  tons,  Mr.  J,  Dickie;  Fairy 
Queen,  8  tons,  Mr.  J.  Grant,  jun  ;  Bella,  8  tons,  Mr.  R.  Walker. 

The  course  was  from  the  Commodore's  yacht  round  Boomerang  moorings 
off  Knock,  thence  round  Toward  Buoy  and  back,  passing  inside  commodore's 
yacht.  They  started  about  12h.  30m.,  the  Armada  taking  the  lead,  followed 
in  40s.  by  Fairy  Queen,  and  the  Bella  about  15s  behind  the  second  veaaeL 
The  race  was  well  contested ;  after  four  hours  hard  battling  they  came  io 
thus : — Fairy  Queen  3h.  50m.  308.,  Armada  dh.  52m.  80s.,  and  Bella  4h« 
16m.  30s. 

The  Fairy  Queen  this  year  again  carries  off  the  Challenge  Cup,  which  is 
now  her  property,  and  her  owners  may  well  feel  proud  of  the  honour  they 
h&ve  gained.  Of  the  Armada,  we  would  say  the  same.  Although  she  has 
been  unsuccessful  in  gaining  prizes,  she  has  gained  a  name  that  does  honour 
to  her  owners  and  builders,  the  Messrs.  Dickie.  The  arrangements  for  the 
race  were  complete,  and  did  credit  to  the  Commodore  and  assistants. 


MALAHIDE  REGATTA. 

This  place  situated  about  ^ye  miles  to  the  northward  of  Dublin  Bay,  was 
the  scene  of  a  very  spirited  affair  on  Tuesday,  the  Srd  of  August.  It  was  got 
up  under  the  patronage  of  Lord  Talbot  de  Malahide,  and  through  the  ex- 
ertions of  his  agent,  F.  W.  Cusack,  Esq.,  assisted  ably  by  W  Butler,  Esq., 
honorary  secretary. 

The  proceedings  commenced  with  a  match  between  the  following  yachts 
for  a  purse  of  fifteen  sovereigns. 

Dove,  12  tons,  T.  D.  Keogh,  Esq.,  Gazelle,  4  tons,  J.  Johnston,  Esq., 
Yidette,  8  tons.  R.  W.  Hodgans,  Esq.,  Temeraire,  4  tons,  E.  Bolton,  Esq., 
Virago,  10  tons,  Capt.  J.  C  Byrne,  and  Bijou,  10  tons,  R.  D.Kane,  Esq. 

The  Electric,  P.  Thompson,  Esq.  entered,  but  she  did  not  arrive  in  time. 

An  excellent  start  was  effected  at  3h.  2m  .^  by  all  except  the  Virago,  who 
was  very  badly  berthed,  being  fully  a  quarter  of  a  mile  astern  of  the  position 
taken  up  by  her  competitors.  Gazelle  went  away  with  lead,  but  was  soon 
overhauled  and  passed  by  Dove,  Vidette,  and  Bijou,  and  the  run  out  to  the 
first  flag -boat  was  exceedingly  closely  contested;  the  Virago  pulled  up  her 
leeway  wonderfully,  overhauled  and  passed  the  Gazelle  and  Temeraire,  and 
went  into  fourth  place.  There  was  a  nice  whole  canvas  breeze  at  W.N.W., 
veering  occasionally  in  the  showers  to  S.W.,  but  north  of  west  was  the  pre* 
vailing  wind.  Dove,  B\jou,  and  Vidette  rounded  the  Lambay  flag-boat  toge- 
ther, the  Gazelle  and  Temeraire  a  few  minutes  after.  The  Bgou  then  got 
clear  of  her  companions,  the  Dove  and  Vidette,  which  immediately  struck 
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their  large  gaff-topsails,  the  Vidette  being  hampered  with  hers,  during  which 
the  Virago  passed  her.  Bijou  carried  on  until  everything  cracked  again, 
making  the  running  whibt  her  antagonists  were  shifting  topsails ;  and  when 
she  had  secured  a  good  lead  she  down  with  her  own,  and  prepared  for  a  re- 
gular  dusting  match.  Dove,  in  order  to  regain  lost  ground,  set  a  small  top- 
sail, but  it  rather  injured  her  than  otherwise,  as  it  did  not  appear  to  stand 
well  in  a  wind,  so  that  she  speedilj  sent  it  down  again.  In  the  meantime 
the  Vidette,  having  struck  her  topmast  and  made  all  snug,  went  to  work  with 
a  Will,  and,  racing  past  the  Virago,  took  third  place.  Bijou  was  the  first  to 
tack  close  bj^  the  Portrane  shore,  followed  by  the  Dove,  Vidette,  Virago, 
Gazelle,  and  Temeraire.  These  positions  were  relatively  maintained  until 
nearing  the  bar  flag-boat,  on  the  stretch  across  the  bay,  the  Dove  overhauled 
the  Bijou  considerably.  In  the  turn  up  the  Channel  the  Bijou  worked  beau- 
tifully ;  the  Dove,  drawing  much  more  water,  could  not  stand  in  so  close  to 
the  banks  on  either  side,  and  consequently  her  ready  little  rival  obtained  an 
advantage.  Vidette  began  to  make  play  now  in  the  short  tacks,  and  also  the 
Virago,  but  the  latter  vessel  had  scarcely  weathered  the  bar  boat,  when  she 
touched  the  tail  of  the  Centre  Bank  and  went  aground.  Meantime  the  Bijou 
was  turning  up  tack  for  tack;  she  was  winning  fast.  Dove  and  Vidette  attho' 
well  handled  could  not  again  reach  their  leader.  The  race  finished  thus — 
Bijou  4h.  58m.,  Dove  6h.  3m.,  and  Vidette  5h.  2m. 

Virago,  Gazelle,  and  Temeraire  not  timed.  The  former  got  afloat  again 
without  any  injury. 

Several  rowing  matches  took  place,  and  the  Dublin  University  Club  crew 
added  to  their  laurels.  A  very  beautiful  display  of  fireworks  closed  a  really 
happy  day. 

It  was  intended  to  continue  the  sports  the  following  day,  but  it  turned  out 
very  wet  and  disagreeable. 


CORNWALL  ROYAL  REGATTA. 

This  regatta  came  off  at  Falmouth,  on  Sept.  15th,  the  wind  about  N.W.,  a 
very  fine  breeze.  The  first  race  was  by  Pilot  boats,  which  was  ably  con- 
tested, and  of  course  excited  much  interest  amongst  the  natives. 

The  next  race  was  by  yachts  not  exceeding  25  tons,  for  £15  for  first  in, 
and  £S  for  second. — Time  race,  one  minute  per  ton  allowed. 

The  following  started:— Esk,  10  tons,  R.  Mangin,  Esq.,  Dolphin,  20  tons, 
Capt.  Storey,  b.n^  Foam,  M.  V.  Bull,  Esq.,  and  Frolic,  6  tons,  C.  Rule,  Esq. 

The  course  was  firom  the  starting  buoys  round  a  buoy  moored  abreast  Cas- 
tle Point,  then  round  a  boat  in  the  Cross  channel,  then  round  the  committee 
vessel,  leaving  all  the  marks  on  the  port  hand:  thrice  round. 

About  half-past  eleven  they  started  and  got  well  away  together,  but  un- 
fortunately, in  the  first  round,  the  Dolphin  fouled  the  Foam  and  carried 
away  her  outrigger,  thus  depriving  her  of  her  mizen.  Dolphin  therefore  was 
disqualified,  and  the  Esk  waa  awarded  the  first  prize,  the  Foam  the  second. 

KG.   11.— VOL.  VIL  8  Q 
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The  third  taca  wu  1^  y«fihU  not  ezoeediDg  B  tons,  for  £&  ibr  first  in,  and 
£4  for  seooad:  tioie  raoe  two  mknitea  per  too  allowed* 

At  12h.  6m.  the  foUowing  staffed  :—Foaiii^  C.  Rule,  Esq.,  Blue-eyed  Maid, 
T.  Beaoehanl,  Eaq.<  Cygoet,  F.  An^esea,  Ksq.,  Gipsy,  Capt.  H'DcMisall, 
Enigma,  J.  H.  C.  Pope,  Eaq.,  Flora,  R.  F.  Mitchell,  and  Little  JeDn>,  G. 
Clark.  The  course  the  same  as  for  the  25  tons,  thriee  round.  Flora  in  the 
first  round  unlortunately  carried  away  the  head  of  her  mast,  and  was  therefore 
forced  to  give  op;  as  did  Little  Jenny  also.  Enigma  gave  in  during  second 
round,  having  injured  her  mast.  The  first  priee  was  given  to  the  Frolic,  and 
the  second  to  Blne-eyed  Maid. 

Several  hoat  races  followed,  which  were  ahly  contested ;  and  the  whole 
afiair  passed  ofl^^satisfactonly*  with  one  exception,  an  accident,  which  hap- 
pened on  board  the  oommittee  boat,  through  the  indiscretion  of  one  of  tbe 
seamen  belonging  to  ILM.8.  Russell,  who  imprudently  jumped  in  front  of 
the  gun  just  at  the  time  the  match  was  applied.  A  serious  wound  was  in  - 
flicted  on  the  higher  part  of  the  thigh.  Fortunately  Mr.  Miller,  surgeon,  son 
of  the  hoQ.  secretary,  was  on  board,  who  immediately  adopted  the  necessary 
measures,  and  had  him  conveyed  on  board  H.M«S.  Russell. 


TEIGNMOUTH  REGATTA.. 

This  was  under  most  distinguished  stewardship,  and  the  weather  on  the  fiieC 
day,  Sept.  15th,  was  magnificent  for  the  loungers,  but  fatal  to  yacht  racing. 
Here  we  bad  good  subscriptions, — ^four  capital  prizes,  but  no  wind,  and  con- 
sequently no  sport.  Up  to  mid- day  there  was  a  trifle  more  than  a  capfol  of 
wind  from  the  southward ;  and  if  the  committee  had  arranged  to  commence 
at  ten  o'clock,  tbe  sailing  matches  might  probably  have  come  off,  but  they 
fixed  one  or  two  o'clock,  and  by  that  time  there  was  scarcely  wind  enough 
to  blow  a  candle  out.    There  were  many  yachts  present. 

For  the  first  prize  twenty-five  sovereigns,  the  Phantom,  S.  Lane,  Esq.,  the 
Violet,  J.  R.  Rirby,  and  the  Oriole,  J.  G.  Hepburn,  Esq.  entered,  but  aa  tbe 
latter  waa  windbound  off  Babbicombe  the  match  did  not  come  off. 

Two  other  matches  were  in  the  programme  but  neithtf  came  off.  The 
afternoon  waa  therefore  chiefly  occnpid  by  rowing  matches. 

On  the  following  day  there  was  a  little  more  wind,  and  the  following  yachts 
entered  for  a  priM  of  fifteen  sovereigns— Chimera^  16  tons,  W.  Saonderaon, 
£sq<«  Midge,  13  tons,  Capt.  Commerell,  Fairy,  9  tons,  F.  BrickneH,  Bsq., 
aiid  Firefiy,  1 1  tons,  P.  Adams,  Esq.  They  got  well  away^  Chimera  with 
tbe  lead,  closely  followed  by  Midge,  with  the  others  well  up,  in  this  order 
they  rounded  the  first  time.  Shortly  after  Firefly  cbaUenged  the  Midge,  and 
shot  into  seeond  place,  which  she  kept  to  the  finish.  The  Fairy  finding  that 
her  chance  was  gone,  gave  up  and  stood  in  for  the  shore.  The  third  round 
waa  finished  as  follows:**<;himera  6b.  40m.,  Firefly  6h.  55nt  80s.,  Midgs 
6h.  69m.    The  Chimera  allowing,  time  heat  by  5a.  SAs. 
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RANELAOH  YACHT  CLUB  MATCHES. 

This  dob  has  had  two  more  matches  since  we  last  Doticed  its  pruceedings;— 
The  flrst  was  for  a  silver  cup,  value  £5.  This  was  won  by  Mr.  Searle's  Spray, 
6  tons,  beating  Mr.  Ridgwav's  Blue  Bell,  6  tons,  Mr.  C.  Grave's  Saucy  Laes, 
4  tons,  Capt.  Copplestone^s  White  Spur,  2  tons,  Mr.  W.  Greave's  Welling- 
ton, 6  tons,  and  Mr.  Burney's  Cremorne,  3  tons.  The  wind  at  starting  blew 
fresh,  but  towards  the  finish  it  fell  slack,  nevertheless  it  was  a  well  contested 
race,  and  afibrded  considerable  amusement  to  a  large  party  on  board  the  ac- 
companying steamers. 

The  last  match  was  got  up  by  the  members  as  a  ftiendly  contest,  and  was 
considered  a  club  match: — the  entrance  fees  constituted  the  prise,  which  was 
won  by  the  Spray,  beating  Blue  Bell,  Cremorne,  and  the  Hawk,  4  tona,  Mr. 
J.  Hampton.  There  was  little  or  no  wind,  and  it  was  a  very  tedious  affiur 
throughout. 


Ambrigah  v.  Bbitish  Yachts. 

October  26th,  1858. 
Mb.  F.DITOB. — Having  noticed  a  paragraph  in  the  papers  referring  to  the 
fact  that  an  American  Gentleman  had  navigated  two  vessels,  the  one  of  23 
and  the  other  45  tons,  across  the  Atlantic,  as  if  it  were  an  extraordinary 
performance,  I  have  been  induced  to  look  back  to  the  first  volume  of  >our 
Magasine  for  the  Log  of  the  Teazer,  in  1852,  I  there  find  that  this  little 
▼easel  of  22  tons,  O.M.  but  only  14  N.M.  made  the  passage  to  Jamaica  and 
back,  a  distance  about  three  times  greater  than  from  New  York  to  England. 
Sir  John  Ross  the  Arctic  Explorer,  a  short  time  before  his  death,  assisted 
by  a  ''Small  Boy"  (I  don't  know  whether  he  might  not  have  had  a  Nun  Btioy 
as  well)  navigated  a  7-ton  boat  from  Stockholm,  where  he  had  been  English 
Consul  for  some  time,  to  this  country. 

The  largest  of  the  discovery  ships  of  Columbus*  was  if  i  recollect  right 
only  36  tons.  American  yachtsmen  too,  do  not  adopt  our  rusty  old  system 
of  Measurement,  so  that  the  difTerence  of  size  is  greater  than  at  first  appears. 
The  American  yacht  was  rated  at  170  tons, — but  by  O.  M.  she  was  211. 

A  yacht  of  mine  20  tons  O.  M.  was  only  14  N.  M.,  and  the  Teazer  seems 
to  have  been  very  similarly  circumstanced  by  the  old  rule. 

This  would  make  the  relative  sizes  of  the  vessels  above  mentioned.** 


Christopher  Cohimbus 

45  tons 

Charter  Oak 

23 

Teazer 

14 

Sir  John  Ross's 

about    5 

Columbus's  ship 

36 

*  "  Whose  name  I  hare  forgot 

As  well  as  the  sublime  discoverer's  date." 
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A  reference  to  page  149  of  the  Yachting  Magazine  will  interest  young 
yachtsmen,  as  well  as  the  Log  of  the  Circumnavigation  of  the  British  Islands 
by  the  "Pet"  (8  tons  OM,)  (about  5  J  N.M.)  in  your  1st  and  2nd  volumes. 

Yours  truly 

To  Ae  Editor  Htmfs  YaclLing  Magazine.  RETRospscTioir. 


Wants  of  a.  Yachtsman. 

Oct  23rd.  1858. 
SiB. — A  thorough  water-dog  and  an  enthusiastic  lover  of  boat-sailing,  I 
have  been  a  Subscriber  to  the  Yachting  Magazine  from  its  commencement, 
watching  its  progress  with  the  same  anxiety  one  at  times  takes  in  the  fiite 
of  a  craft  trying  to  knock  to  windward  against  a  tide- way,  with  the  breeze 
gradually  dying  away.  I  as  well  as  many  others  would  be  thankful  for  hints 
on  ballasting,  cutting  and  roping  canvas,  dimensions  of  spars  and  sails  under 
the  various  ligs  for  small  craft,  and  a  thousnnd  other  subjects  on  yachting 
which  you  perhaps  might  furnish,  and  which  I  cannot  but  think  would 
greatly  increase  the  circulation  of  your  publication. 

Can  any,  or  rather  will  any,  of  your  readers  fill  a  gap  so  many  have  found 
in  Mr.  Marett's  delightful  work  ?  All  goes  on  smooth  as  oil,  and  easily  to 
be  understood  till  we  arrive  at  page  47,  which  said  page,  however,  is  a 
regular  poser  to  those  who  are  not  up  to  LfOgarithms.  If  Chapman's  llieory 
can  be  worked  out  without  the  use  of  Logarithms  will  some  kind  hearted 
fellow  have  compassion  on  an  ignoramus,  and  then  in  your  next  number  show 
how  it  is  to  be  done  ?  If  it  must  be  by  Logarithms,  he  might  possibly  give 
a  little  more  insight  into  the  calculations  Mr.  Marett  has  taken  for  granted 
every  one  would  be  able  to  follow. 

I  have  a  minor  want  or  two  which  you  can  probably  supply — one  is  a 
recipe  for  the  best  thing  to  put  on  a  boat's  bottom  from  keel  to  water  line. 
Some  of  the  small  London  craft  have  an  application  that  looks  almost  like 
copper  in  colour,  can  you  inform  me  what  it  is  composed  of,  and  if  it  is  easily 
kept  clean  when  the  boat  is  moored  in  still  water? 

I  am  making  a  cloud  of  canvas  for  a  fine  weather  suit,  and  for  the  sake  of 
lightness,  have  used  wide  calico,  running  two  false  seams  in  to  give  them  a 
neat  and  ship- shape  appearance  ;  can  you  give  a  hint  how  to  prevent  mildew? 
For  my  little  craft  must  not  be  seen)  with  mildewed  canvas,  nor  in  tanned 
sails  like  a  fishing  boat.  I  find  I  have  spun  you  a  considerably  long  yam  ; 
what  lover  of  boating  cannot  when  hauled  on  this  tackf  Nor  will  I  promise 
not  to  trouble  you  again  should  you  think  fit  to  insert  this,  and  it  should 
produce  the  information  I  require.  For  the  present  however,  I  will  bring 
up,  subscribing  myself. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

To  the  Editor  H.Y.3f  Bobst at. 

[We  shall  be  thankful  if  some  of  our  readers  will  comply  with  the  requests  of 
this  gentleman. — Ed.] 

BUNT  fc  Co..  Frint«n,  6.  New  Charch  Street,  Edgware  Boad. 
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THE  ZOUAVE  SCHOONER. 

(SeePUtie.) 

This  beautiful  model  of  Naval  Architecture,  was  built  by  Mr. 
Inman,  for  Richard  Arabin,  Esq.,  and  is  a  powerful  sea-going 
vessel,  of  great  stability,  possessing  first  rate  accommodation,  and  is 
in  ail  respects  a  thorough  commodious  floating  family  mansion. 
She  was  not  designed  for  a  racing  craft — although  possessed  of  suffi- 
cient speed  to  render  her  a  match  for  some  whose  pretensions  are 
often  before  the  public. 

The  Zouave  has  received  two  prizes  since  she  was  launched  in 
1857 ;  one  at  the  Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  schooner  match  last 
year,  and  one  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club  Regatta.  On  both 
these  occasions  we  believe  she  was  entered  to  make  up  the  required 
number  of  starters. 

Her  builder's  admeasurement  is  as  follows : — 

Length  on  deck        ...        80  feet  6  inches 
Do.    for  tonnage  .         .        74    "     6    *• 

Breadth  extreme  .         IT    **    7    " 

Tonnage  .         105 

Oar  artist  (Mr.  Fowles  of  Ryde)  has  sketched  the  Zouave  furling . 
her  topsail  off  Byde,  and  we  do  hope  that  the  accuracy  of  drawing, 
and  the  style  in  which  we  present  it  to  our  patrons  will  give  them 
satisfaction,  and  prove  our  anxiety  to  merit  their  approbation  of  our 
exertions. 

NO.   12.— VOL.  VII.  3  B 
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WANDERING  NOTES— MY  TRIP  TO  FRANCE.* 

• 

In  about  an  hour  after  the  Yanderbilt  was  safely  moored  the  whole 
of  the  passengers  disembarked,  and  were  escorted  b;  the  officials 
to  the  customs.  I  then  bade  adieu  to  the  officers  of  the  ship,  at 
the  same  time  thanking  them  for  the  courtesy  they  had  shewn 
me .  during  my  short  but  pleasant  trip  on  board,  I  then  placed 
myself  under  the  tutelage  of  my  ban  ami^  to  whom  I  entrusted  the 
key  of  my  valise  and  hat  box,  in  order  that  they  might  pass  through 
the  necessary  form  of  inspection.  We  then  embarked  in  one  of  the 
pirogues,  and  in  a  few  minutes  landed  at  the  steps  near  the  tower 
of  Francis  the  First.  This  formidable  looking  fortress  presents  a 
very  antiquated  appearance.  It  is  studded  all  over  with  bosses^ 
which  stand  out  in  alio  relievo  from  the  stone,  and  their  decayed 
appearance  at  a  short  distance  resemble  heraldic  designs,  bat  more 
properly  speaking  a  ^'  tower  remarkably  disfigured  with  the  small 
pox.*'  Our  luggage  was  then  examined,  and  in  reply  to  some  en- 
quiries as  to  myself,  I  had  no  hesitation  in  assuring  the  gen  d'armes 
that  I  belonged  to  the  Yanderbilt,  and  that  I  enjoyed  the  highly 
favoured  and  distinguished  title  of  "  Oompagnon  de  la  Manchej"  to 
which  I  received  a  very  polite  acknowledgment  of  *^JPardon  Monsieutt 
merci^'*  which  a  greenhorn  might  interpret  as  "  pardon  and  mercy.'* 
This  ceremony  of  examination  occupied  about  as  much  time  as  it 
has  taken  me  to  describe  it.  Having  got  over  this  excitement  and 
entrusted  my  baggage  to  the  porteur  to  be  conveyed  home,  we  re- 
paired to  an  hotel,  and  there  enriched  the  inner  man  with  un  petit 
gout  de  cognac.  It  was  here  we  found  ourselves  answering  the  many 
enquiries  after  U  petit  gargon^  whose  parents  had  left  in  England  to 
acquire  the  language. 

After  a  short  sojourn  at  the  restaurant  we  took  our  departure  for 
La  Rue  de  Paris,  the  principal  street,  where  in  a  few  minutes  I 
found  myelf  on  the  troisieme  eiage  and  in  the  presence  of  a  de/eu- 
ner  iL  la  fourchette;  to  which  we  all  did  ample  justice.  Finding 
myself  somewhat  refreshed  from  the  fatigue  which  my  first  meal  in 
France  had  occasioned,  I  was  desirous  of  losing  no  time  during  my 
sojourn,  and  with  my  most  particular  friend  to  circumnavigate  the 
town,  and  pass  away  the  ennui  of  an  indoors  sojourn,  although  every 
*  Continued  from  page  443. 


WANBEHING   NOTES.  479 

kindness  was  shewn  to  me  to  prolong  my  stay  and  render  it  agreeable, 
still  I  was  anxious  to  be  moving.  At  length  I  gave  the  parting 
salutation  of  auplaisir^  %nd  in  company  with  my  guide  strolled 
through  the  town.  I  had  scarcely  passed  a  dozen  doors  before  I 
found  my  entree  into  France  was  to  be  publicly  made  known.  At 
every  introduction  it  was  "  my  friend,  your  firiend",  and  that  was 
the  greeting  which  at  frequent  intervals  I  received  from  my  new 
acquaintances,  that  I  found  myself  necessitated  at  each  introduction 
to  « touch  glasses".  We  were  again  cLpied^  and  I  could  not  help 
remarking  the  gratifying  spectacle  of  so  many  Victoria  or  Crimean 
medals  which  were  prominently  displayed  on  the  breasts  of  the  sol- 
diery, whereas  few,  if  any,  had  any  accompaniment  beyond  an 
occasional  cross  of  the  Legion  d'honneur.  The  soldiers  did  not 
appear  to  have  any  national  commemoration.  It  was  a  pleasure  to 
observe  the  pride  they  manifested  in  displaying  this  our  Queenly  gift 
to  advantage.  I  also  observed  some  officers  with  as  many  as  half  a 
dozen  medals  and  crosses  on  their  uniforms  betokening  the  part  they 
had  taken  in  recent  campaigns.  We  continued  our  promenade 
through  the  town  and  suburbs,  and  I  occasionally  resorted  to  ray 
memo  to  jot  down  such  observations  as  occurred  to  me  en  passant^ 
with  the  intention  of  extending  the  same  during  the  hours  of  solitude 
for  my  friend  Hunt^  in  the  hope  that  others  would  follow  the  examplq. 
in  his  Magazine. 

About  the  hour  of  sunset,  7h.  ptn.,  the  melancholy  tidings  reached 
the  ears  of  my  hospitable  host  that  a  domestic  bereavement  had  that 
morning  occurred,  which  necessitated  him  and  his  amiable  family  to 
hasten  at  once  to  HonSeur,  where  their  presence  was  required  to 
pay  the  last  rites  to  the  remains  of  a  respected  parent,  the  funeral 
ceremony  having  been  appointed  to  take  place  early  the  ni^xt  day. 
**  As  time  and  tide  wait  for  no  man**  so  it  was  with  my  friends. 
The  necessity  of  the  measure  was  urgent,  and  they  at  once  engaged 
a  small  boat  to  convey  them  to  the  opposite  shore  of  the  Seine,  a 
distance  of  about  nine  miles,  at  the  same  time  inviting  me  to  accom- 
pany them,  but  under  the  circumstances  I  declined.  They  would 
however  not  part  from  me  unless  I  pledged  my  word  to  follow  them 
by  the  next  morning's  packet,  which  I  did.  They  thereupon  surren- 
dered me  the  keys  of  their  domestic  citadal  and  left  me  therein  to 
be  the 

"  Monarch  of  all  I  surveyed.'* 
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Being  yet  a  gtranger  to  the  locality  I  felt  myself  aomevhat  ^nbar- 
rassed  at  the  lonely  position  in  which  I  was  left ;  nevertheless,  as 
there  was  no  help  for  it  I  concluded  upon  making  myself  as  comforts 
able  as  possible,  during  the  temporaiy  absence  of  my  friends.  Afker 
making  a  short  tour  by  myself  through  the  principal  streets  I  leCumed 
at  an  early  hour  to  my  strange  domicile,  and  to  destroy  the  emioi,  I 
took  up  my  pen  thinking  of 

a What  iB  idrh 

If  his  chief  good  and  market  of  his  time. 
Be  hat  to  sleep  and  feed?" 

At  the  same  time  bearing  in  mind  that  a  Soman  historian  onoe 
spoke  of  the  rare  felicity  of  his  time,  when  a  man  was  allowed  to 
think  as  he  chose,  and  to  speak  as  he  thought,  and  knowing  that 
this  rare  felicity  is  the  common  birthright  of  mankind,  I  determined 
upon  continuing  my  Wandering  Notes,  and  recording  such  as  had 
occurred  to  me  during  the  day,  and  so  pass  away  the  few  dreary 
hours  of  solitude. 

Although  the  topographical  and  statistical  information  which  ac* 
company  my  notes  may  not  be  properly  adapted  to  a  Nautical  Mis- 
cellany, I  should  indeed  be  naughty  if  I  omitted  or  attempted  to 
conceal  any  portion  of  my  gleanings  during  my  nine  days'  wonder. 
In  fact,  as  the  Chinaman  says,  I  should  be  depriving  my  pigeon  c£its 
chief  plumage,  and  omit  much  that  is  varied  and  select 

As  r^ards  the  place  I  am  about  to  describe,  beyond  its  oranmer- 
cial  importance  there  is  very  little  to  interest  the  travell^  but  its 
Docks.  The  town  itself  has  an  antiquated  and  gloomy  appearance, 
the  houses  very  lofty  and  irregular,  many  of  them  seemingly  dan- 
gerous to  inhabit,  particularly  those  on  the  Grande  Quai  and  near  to 
the  entrance  of  the  port.  The  suburbs  however  afford  pleasant  drives, 
and  the  faubourgs  of  Graville,  Ingouville,  and  Ste.  Adresse,  situate 
on  the  &ce  of  the  hills  overlooking  the  town,  amidst  pretty  villaa 
scattered  here  and  there  among  rich  foliage,  render  tiie  scene  from 
the  suburbs  of  Havre  delightfully  pleasant  and  salubrious,  and  plainly 
denote  them  to  be  the  fitvoured  residences  of  the  merchants  and 
gentry  of  this  commercial  poit.  The  situation  is  one  of  no  common 
attraction.  From  Ste.  Adresse  and  Ingouville  the  spectator  has  a 
commanding  view  of  the  broad  bosom  of  the  Seine,  with  its  passing* 
and  repassing  crowd  of  vessels,  and  in  the  far  west  the  wooded  coast 
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erf  Normandy  from  Honfleur  to  Cape  Dive,  all  contribute  to  produce 
a  pleasing  prospect  for  the  residents. 

As  for  the  port  itself — Havre  de  Grace— it  is  truly  a  commercial 
port  It  is  situate  on  the  port  hand,  or  left  bank  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Seine,  and  is  celebrated  for  its  capacious  docks  or  basnns,  which 
the  hand  of  man  has  brought  into  existence.  Like  all  the  ports  on 
the  north  coast  of  France,  it  would  not,  I  was  told,  exist  but  for  the 
labour  of  generations,  who  for  centuries  past  have  been  exertmg 
themselves  to  protect  the  harbours  against  the  constant  invasion  of 
the  sea,  sands,  and  shingle.  Nature  appears  to  have  done  little  for 
the  south  coast  of  the  British  Channel — ^France ;  but  she  is  unceas- 
ingly striving  to  destroy  what  has  been  created  by  perseverance, 
talent,  and  an  immense  outlay  of  treasure.  The  tides  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Seine  rise  and  fall  with  a  vehemence  only  to  be  compared  to 
some  of  our  estuaries. 

The  entrance  to  the  port  is  about  two  miles  and  a  quarter  S.  36  £, 
of  the  lighthouse  on  Cape  la  Here.  It  is  open  to.  the  S.W.,  and 
consequently  there  is  much  sea  on  at  times  with  fresh  winds  from 
the  N.N.  W.  to  S*S.  W.  Between  which  western  points  of  the  com- 
pass the  port  is  exposed. 

The  entrance  to  the  harbour  and  docks  is  notified  by  a  fixed  light 
on  the  northern  jetty  or  pier  which  on  entering  is  left  on  the  port 
hand.  The  light  may  be  observed  at  a  distance  of  ten  miles.  In 
the  event  of  fog  the  mariner  is  warned  of  his  approach  by  means  of 
the  tolling  of  a  bell,  placed  near  the  tower  of  the  lighthouse. 

At  tlie  end  of  the  south  pier,  on  the  starboard  hand,  which  jetty 
is  considerably  much  shorter  than  ttie  other,  there  is  a  small  light 
of  an  orange  colour  which  may  be  observed  at  about  one  mile  distant; 
but  this  light  has  no  other  object  than  to  light  the  end  of  this  jetty, 
to  enable  vessels  to  keep  clear  thereof  in  dark  nights. 

The  Port  of  Havre  consists  of  a  large  tidal  basin,  or  as  it  is  caUed 
Avant-port,  communicating  one  with  another  by  locks,  with  several 
floating  docks.  The  entrance  to  the  Avant-port  is  between  the  afore- 
mentioned piers  or  jetties,  and  is  about  184  feet  wide,  with  a  depth 
of  water  in  the  channel  of  eight  feet  at  the  lowest  spring  tides,  and 
about  thirty  feet  at  the  highest.  The  full  and  change  is  at  9h.  53m. 
After  entering  between  the  jetties  we  pass  the  Bound  Tower  of  Fran- 
cis the  First,  which  we  have  already  referred  to. 

The  place  appears  to  be  well  fortified  and  has  a  very  military 
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appearance,  owing  to  the  number  of  Troops,  Douaniers,  and  Gen 
d'armes  who  are  continually  passing  through  the  streets  or  loitering 
about  the  quays.  The  number  of  steamers  and  teasels  of  every 
nation  in  the  docks  indicate  the  importance  of  the  port.  The  floating 
basins  which  communicate  with  the  Avant-port  are  as  follows: — 

The  three  largest  are  specially  destined  for  large  merchant  vessel^ 
they  are  named  "Bassinsde  la  Bar",  "Commerce",  "Vauban." 
The  fourth  is  the  old  bassin  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  State,  and 
to  steamers  which  embark  passengers  for  foreign  ports.  The  retinue 
de  la  Floride  is  a  provisionary  basin  since  October  1847  (according 
to  the  almanack)  to  receive  and  accommodate  afloat  the  largest 
Transatlantic  steamers.  This  basin  will  accommodate  three  of  such 
vessels  with  quayage  room  for  two,  and  here  the  Vanderbilt  layed 
afloat.  This  communicates  with  La  bassin  de  V  Eure,  and  thence 
at  the  side  by  the  bassin  Yauban,  and  on  the  other  with  diat  of 
La  Floride. 

The  Avant-port  or  tidal  basin  is  bordered  with  extensive  quays  on 
both  sides.  The  north  quay  is  appropriated  chiefly  by  passage 
steamers  which  navigate  the  Seine  and  to  neighbouring  ports.  Tug- 
boats occupy  the  Quai  de  la  Floride.  The  steamers  which  ply  on 
the  Seine,  between  Havre  and  Rouen  are  very  fast  vessels,  with  a 
light  draft  of  water,  but  carry  large  cargoes ;  they  are  of  great  length 
and  are  propelled  by  paddles  which  are  placed  aft  on  eacb  side  of  the 
steering  apparatus.  They  make  the  passage  in  about  six  or  seven 
hours. 

In  this  manner  I  amused  myself  during  a  watch  below,  when  I 
found  it  necessary  to  retire,  but  my  head  was  full  of  all  manner  of 
thoughts  and  fencies,  and  I  could  not  seek  repose  under  the  tent- 
like canopy  which  was  prepared  for  my  reception.  I  slept  not, 
thinking  of  the  "  Nocturnal  Tormentors"  which  a  iair  authoress  has 
so  graphically  described  in  her  tour  through  Brittany,  and  which  she 
states  are  so  peculiar  to  all  France.  Oh,  the  idea !  After  Ibgering 
midst  fear  and  direful  apprehensions  for  some  two  or  three  hours, 
a  certain  tickling  sensation  came  over  me,  and  my  olfoctory  nerves 
soon  convinced  me  of  the  approach  of  those  midnight  visitors.  I 
resolved  however  to  keep  the  discomforture  to  myself,  and  pass  the 
few  hours  which  remained  of  night  in  a  snug  elbow  chair,  and  in 
which  I  managed  to  dose  like  a  dying  duck  until  about  3h.  a.ra., 
when  I  was  again  disturbed  from  my  half  and  half  slumber  by  a  noise 
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in  what  1  imagined  an  adjoining  room.  A  thousand  "  what  can  it 
bes?"  came  over  me,  and  not  the  least  was  that  some  volmtrs  had 
made  bold  to  pay  a  visit  to  my  sanctuary  during  the  temporary 
absence  of  its  real  owners,  under  probably,  the  impression  that  the 
traisieme  eiage  was  then  tenantless.  I  got  up,  dressed  myself,  and 
cautiously  proceeded  from  room  to  room,  now  and  then  stopping  to 
listen,  here  a  silence,  there  a  noise  in  some  other  chamber.  At  last 
I  came  to  the  aaBe  d  manger^  and  on  softly  opening  the  door  I  dis- 
covered the.  cause  for  my  disquietude.  Reader,  what  think  you  it 
was?  'Twas  not  a  ghost.  It  was  a  kitten  amusing  itself  with  *<Bell*s 
Life"  which  I  had  left  on  the  table,  but  by  some  accident  or  other 
the  newspaper  had  fallen  on  the  floor,  and  was  vibrating  to  the 
northerly  beeeze  which  entered  through  the  open  window,  and  the 
kitten  playing  its  antics  round  it* 

Having'  satisfied  myself  with  the  cause  of  this  second  disturbance, 
I  returned  to  my  room,  but  the  shock  which  my  nervous  system  had 
sustained  precluded  all  further  rest  that  night,  and  this  feline  intru- 
der became  my  companion  until  daybreak.  Thus  terminated  my 
first  day  in  France— -my  first  visit  to  Havre  de  Grace. 

Throughout  the  night  a  strong  breeze  had  prevailed  from  the  N. 
N.E.,  which  occasioned  me  to  labour  under  some  little  anxiety  for 
the  safety  of  my  absent  friends.  This,  together  with  the  trifling 
disturbances  already  mentioned  somewhat  deprived  me  of  the  rest, 
which  after  a  lapse  of  forty-eight  hours  human  nature  had  sought 
for,  but  in  vain.  Nevertheless,  aupaini  de  j(mr^  I  was  upon  the 
que  vivBf  desirous  of  taking  advantage  of  every  spare  moment  I  pos- 
sessed, in  order  to  see  all  that  could  be  seen.  I  accordingly  locked 
up  my  apartments  and  descended  from  le  tromeme  Stage  with  the 
intention  of  taking  a  promenade;  but  to  my  astonishment,  after 
opening  the  *<  great  gates,"  on  looking  to  the  right  and  the  left  not 
a  soul  was  to  be  observed  in  the  street ;  all  was  silence.  There  was 
not  one  stirring  but  myself;  I  had  no  alternative  but  te  retrace  my 
steps,  and  pass  away  the  time  by  keeping  watch  at  the  window.  At 
length  the  clock  of  Notre  Dame  struck  five,  and  it  now  seemed  that 
the  patron  of  labour  or  his  spirit  had  moved.  The  whole  population 
was  out  for  the  day:  the  workmen  were  going  to  their  respective 
avocations.  I  aftierwards  ascertained  that  between  the  1st  of  April, 
All  Fools  Day  with  us,  which  is  St.  Irene  with  them,  and  the  21st 
of  September,  or  St.  Mathew  (for  in  France  as  in  all  Catholic  coun- 
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tries  there  is  a  saint  fbt  every  day  of  the  year,)  the  established  day 
fiir  the  workmen  and  laboureis  at  HavrcK,  is  between  the  hours  of  5 
a.m.  and  7  p.Bi^  which  accounted  for  the  movement. 

The  Gtb  of  day  had  risen  some  degrees  above  the  horizon,  and 
was  cas^g  his  cheering  rays  over  the  town  that  I  could  no  longer 
withstand  the  temptation  to  be  on  the  move  also.  I  thereupon 
quitted  the  premises  and  proceeded  to  the  Grande  Quai  to  make  my 
arrangements,  and  having  ascertained  that  the  steam-packet  for 
Honfleor  would  not  depart  before  1 1  a.m.,  I  took  advantage  of  the 
interval  aflforded  me,  and  made  my  way  towards  the  hill  I  saw  over- 
looking the  **  gray  town,'*  as  it  has  been,  not  inappropriately  termed. 
Without  a  friend  or  guide,  or  any  fixed  route,  I  proceeded  diiougfa 
the  principal  street,  keying  my  «'port  tacks"  on  board  until  I  found 
myself  edging  on  to  the  ascent  of  a  steep  hill,  which  I  ascertained 
led  to  Ste.  Adresse.  Here  and  there  were  erected  neat  scattered 
villas,  all  of  which  appeared  to  be  of  recent  erection,  and  in  situations 
of  no  mean  importance .  in  point  of  salubrity.  The  white  booses 
standing  out  in  deep  contrast  to  the  dark  green  foliage  behind  them. 
Having  with  some  little  difficulty  reached  the  eminence,  about  two 
or  three  miles  from  the  town*  I  was  gratified  by  the  commanding 
view  of  the  panorama  beneath  me — the  broad  expanse  of  the  em- 
bouchure of  the  Seine,  the  villa  du  Havre  with  its  grey  slated  and 
heavy  tiled  buildings— ^the  docks  and  shipping  intenqpersing  the  same 
betokened  the  importance  of  the  port.  The  scene  firom  hence  was 
one  of  the  most  cheering  description. 

After  resting  a  few  minutes  to  regain  my  breath,  I  began  to  <eel 
that  I  had  an  English  appetite,  and  I  concluded  upon  retonung  ta 
the  town.  By  8h.  a.m.  I  found  myself  in  the  enioyment  of  a  sub- 
stantial breakfast  After  having  appeased  die  foreign  cravings  I 
took  a  further  stroll  until  the  hour  arrived  tor  my  departure  by  the 
steam  packet  to  the  opposite  shore. 
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JoEfE  12th,  1858. — This  being  the  appointed  day  for  our  annual  cnoMy 
I  embarked  .at  10  p.m.  on  the  North  Kent  Line  to  join  my  friend  J— 
O — i  who  had  proceeded  on  board  some  few  hours  before  me  to  cater 
the  ship:— ega4f  if  Sojer  himself  had  inTested  a  portion  of  his  abilitiea 
in  the  stewardship  of  which  mj  friend  had  so  liberally  undertaken,  I 
don't  think  be  could  have  eclipsed  Jbim;  suffice  it  to  say  I  foiind  her 
catered  with  the  good  things  ^of  thia  life  in  superfluous  abundance. 

At  a  few  minutes  past  eleven  I  was  standing  on  that  causeway  where 
many  a  yachtsman  oh  has  trod;  and  gazing  with,  delight  on  the  craft 
that  was  destined  to  eai;ry  us  across  the  briny  ^eep  in  storms  or  calnu^ 
when  I  soon  found  th^  qrew  alongside,  leaving  little  time  for  reflection, 
I  was  immediately  rowed  off  to  the  yacht.  On  stepping  on  board  my 
friend  gave  me  a  hearty  response^  and  I  need  hardly  express  the  social 
feelings  evinced  by  me  at  this  meeting.  Our  sbip^s  crew  consisted  of 
four  souls — ^myself  (captain),  my  friend  (honorary  steward),  and  two 
tfeamen  before  the  mast. 

Having  sailed  manj^  cruises  on  the  French  and  Belgium  coasts;  I 
therefore  determined  on  this  occasion  to  make  my  trip  to  Holland. 
There  is  not  perhaps  a  country  in  iBurope  that  will  be  found  more  inter- 
esting to  the  traveller,  and  although  it  abounds  with  sandbanks  at  the 
entrance  to  the  different  rivers,  causing  in  heavy  weather  a  rough  and 
turbulent  ^ea,  still  with  a  good,  wholesome  craft,  of  easy  draught  of 
water,  found  with  every  requisite  for  navigation,  can  in  my  opinion  be 
safely  navigated  even  by  an  amateur. 

*•  Fair  laughs  the  mom,  and  soft  the  xephyr  blows, 
While  proudly  riding  o'er  the  azure  realm 
In  gallant  trim  the  gilded  vessel  gocs.*^ 

Oh  I  what  a  beautiful  nkom  was  Saturday,  tlie  13  th  June,  and  what 
an  agreeable  surprise  when  Jem  hailed  us  from  our  slumbers  with  the 
welcome  news  of  Gravesend  passed,  the  mist  cleared  away,  and  the  craft 
opening  Sea  Ri^ach  with  a  free  breeie.  There  was  quite  as  much 
wind  as  we  wanted,  for  all  sails  set,  and  as  it  filled  our  balloon  jib  and 
monster  topsail  she  careened  before  it,  leaping  and  plunging  from  wave 
to  wave,  in  a  manner  that  made  our  spars  tremble  from  its  pressure. 
The  bright  sky  above  us,  the  blue  sea  gleaming  in  the  light  of  morning, 
over  which  we  sped,  the  dry  clear  atmosphere  now  that  the  sun  was  up, 
and  the  mist  dissipated,  the  breeze  mingled  with  the  heat  of  the  sun, 
together  with  our  rapid  and  bounding  motion,  had  an  ezhilirating  effect. 
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We  were  oow  abreast  of  the  Nore  ligbt,  and  finding  the  flood  makii^ 
and  the  wind  shortening,  we  broaght  up  on  the  Cant  at  8  a-m. 

This  oar  first  morning  at  sea,  we  indulged  in  a  bathe,  and  after  aorae 
twenty  minates  rowing,  the  signal  at  the  masthead  told  ns  that  break- 
&st  was  ready;  and  I  leave  it  to  the  imagination  of  thoee  wonld- 
be  yachtsmen  to  guess  whether  we  found  an  appetite  for  this,  our  first 
meal  on  board;  and  to  which  my  Mend  slightly  thought  we  did  ample 
justice. 

At  2  p.m.  tide  done,  and  wind  chopped  round  from  S.b.E.  to  south. 
a  not  at  all  unwelcome  change;  and  altho'  &llen  extremely  light,  it  en- 
abled us  to  lay  our  course,  and  therefore  considered  the  shift  all  in  oar 
favor.  Oar  course  for  Margate  S-E.  i  E.  allowed  ^  point  for  set  (rf 
tide;  the  ebb  out  of  the  Med  way  and  East  Swale  setting  strongly  over 
the  sands  to  the  E.N.E.  It  was  a  beautiful  day, — ^the  winds  were 
hushed,  the  surface  of  the  sea  remarkably  smooth,  and  the  tide  at  its 
full  height  The  sun  had  just  surmounted  the  hills  behind  the  Isle  d 
Sheppy,  and  formed  a  brilliant  appearance  on  the  noble  expanse  of 
water  that  was  now  before  us.  The  grey  clay  clif&  on  the  Kentish 
coast  presenting  the  aspect  of  a  range  of  dark  mountains,  whilst  the  sea 
towards  the  northern  shores  appeared  like  a  clear  polished  mirror,  in- 
terspersed with  a  fleet  of  more  than  a  hundred  sail  of  merchantmen,  all 
bound  in  the  pursuit  of  gain,  trying  to  outvie  each  other,  with  every 
sail  expanded  to  catch  the  slothful  breeze.  We  could  not  but  help 
thinking  of  the  advantages  of  steam  over  canvas  as  two  steam  colliers 
passed  through  the  wk)le  fleet,  far  outstripping  each  lagging  sail;  and 
I  have  no  doubt  *ere  long  almost  every  vessel  engaged  in  commerce  will 
be  more  or  less  fitted  with  the  screw.  My  friend  O.  declared,  that  if  he 
kept  a  yacht  she  should  be  fitted  with  a  screw,  even  to  the  sacrifice  of 
cabin  room,  &c.  I  certainly  do  think  the  introduction  of  steam  into  a 
pleasure  vessel,  unless  bound  far  foreign,  depreciates  the  beauties  of  yacht- 
ing to  a  great  extent,  where  your  very  enjoyment  is  based  upon  yoor 
independence  of  time.  The  few  calm  days  one  meets  with  in  thb 
country  renders  steam  in  my  idea  a  perfect  bore  to  a  yacht. 

At  6  p.tfi.  Heme  Bay  abreast,  light  wind,  went  below  to  tea.  8  p.m. 
the  S.E.  Margate  buoy  bore  north:  the  young  flood  making,  we  hauled 
into  shoal  water  to  avoid  its  strength,  which  is  not  felt  very  strong  even 
with  spring  tide,  as  the  first  of  it  sets  to  the  southward;  you  tiierefisre 
get  it  abeam  till  nearly  a  quarter  flood.  The  lead*line  brought  into 
requisition,  the  hon.  steward  volunteered  to  take  first  spdl^  and  TSiy 
jocosely  gave  soundings  up  to  tiie  knot;  setting  the  crew  in  a  roar  of 
laughter.    This  was  the  first  time  my  friend  had  ever  handled  a  lead- 
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litie^  and  ther^fbre  his  definitioo  of  a  fathom  was  received  iridi  a  ^reaft 
deal  of  humoar.  At  9  p.m.  we  brought  up  in  Margate  Roads,  and  went 
ashore,  returning  at  eleven,  and  turning  into  our  bunks  were  all  soon 
in  the  arms  of  Morpheus;  our  craft  riding  quietly  on  the  briny  main* 

**  The  rosy-fingered  mom  appears, 
And  from  her  mantle  shakes  her  tears; 
The  sun  arising  mortals  cheers. 
And  drives  the  rising  mists  away 
In  promise  of  a  glorious  day." 

Sunday, — 4  a.m.  woke  crew,  anchor  weighed,  and  steered  for  Rams- 
gate,  line  morning,  calm  and  no  wind,  let  go  anchor  off  the  Cudd  Chan- 
nel to  prevent  driving  on  the  Brake  Sands,  the  Minx  cutter  also  brought 
up  abreast  of  us  waiting  a  wind  to  go  in  the  harbour.  At  8  a.m.  hoisted 
P.W.T.C.  colours,  and  crew  towed  yacht  into  harbour,  and  moored  her 
iu  East  Gulley.  Dressed,  and  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Hon.  Steward 
attended  Divine  Ser>ice. 

Monday  began  with  calm,  and  no  wind.  At  noon  a  light  air  sprung 
up,*  and  haying  replenished  what  fow  stores  were  used,  preparations 
were  immediately  made  to  get  yacht  ready  for  sea.  At  5  p.m.  cast  off 
moorings  and  shaped  our  course  for  the  North  Sand  Head:  by  7  we  had 
come  up  with  it,  and  the  crew  spoke  us;  we  gave  them  a  newspaper  and 
some  stout,  and  they  returned  the  compliment  by  bringing  us  some 
dried  fish,  appearing  very  thankful  for  our  kindness.  At  7h.  30m.  the 
log  hove,  and  course  set,  E.b.N.,  1  point  allowed  for  set  of  tide,  that 
was  going  S.W.b.W.  till  Ih.  30m.  a.m. 

«*  Nov  deep  in  ocean  sunk  the  lamp  of  light, 
And  drew  behind  the  cloudy  veil  of  night." 

Having  looked  round  the  ship  as  is  always  my  castom  before  dark, 
the  binnacle  lighted,  and  light  hoisted  at  masthead,  our  watches  were 
di^ded  into  port  and  starboard— myself  and  Jem  taking  the  sterboard. 
ihe  hon.  steward  and  Bill  the  port.  At  lb.  30m,  a.m.  log  hauled  on 
board,  and  legtstered  15  miles:  no  wind. 

Tuesdajf. — Starboard  watch  turned  out;  still  calm.  Our  soundings 
gave  us  23  fathoms,  and  idlowing  a  six  hours  tide  setting  to  the  north- 
east considered  we  were  about  7  miles  to  the  north-east  of  the  Falls 
Bead:  at  9  a.m.  light  air  sprung  up  and  we  set  our  course  for  Flushing 
S.£.bbE.;  the  log  hove;  at  noon  ^  miles  run,  and  3  fathoms  found, 
which  told  us  the  West  Hinder  Bank  was  not  far  off.  We  were  now 
bowling  along  with  a  nice  breese  from  E.b.N.  At  6h.  30m.  p.m.  wind 
fell  light,  log  hauled  on  board,  and  regiatered  59  miles;  barometer  fall- 
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hkg,  and  lightmng  in  the  east;  the  son  ma  neariy  eompletely  obaeored 
in  the  darkened  atmosphere:  the  wind,  which  was  nearly  all  rovnd  the 
eompass^  had  fell  into  a  perfeet  ealm,  whieh  ia  often  the  pfeeursof  of  u 
change  of  weather;  and  as  there  was  a  strong  tide  running  to  the  west- 
ward we  brought  up  at  7h.  30m.  in  3^  fathoms;  Ostend  bearing  S.W. 
^  W.,  Blankenberg  S.E.  |  S* 

**  The  dondt  dispers'd,  the  winds  their  breath  restrain. 
And  the  hvsh*d  wares  lie  flattened  on  the  main.** 

At  sunset  every  trace  of  the  storm  by  which  we  had  been  so  reoentfjr 
encompassed  had  vanished,  the  sky  except  along  the  western  horijoo 
was  without  a  cloud,  and  not  a  breath  of  wind  ruffled  the  sea.  The 
grandeur  of  this  night  I  think  I  never  shall  forget;  the  transition  from 
early  twilight  to  the  darkness  of  night  was  beautiful  beyond  description: 
the  array  of  clouds  in  the  west  just  after  sunset,  their  fbrms^  arrange- 
ments, and  colours,  with  the  manner  in  which  they  blended  and  oaelled 
into  one  toother,  cemposed  a  spectacle  of  the  magnifience  of  which 
neilher  language  nor  the  art  of  the  painter  can  convey  any  adequate 
idea.  Along  the  edge  oS  the  horiaoo  stretched  a  broad  tract  of  the 
deepest  crimson,  reflecting  far  upon  the  waters  a  light  that  gave  them 
the  appearance  of  an  ocean  of  *blood.  Above  this  was  a  band  of  vivid 
flame  colour,  then  one  of  a  dear  tntnslncent  green,  perfectly  peculiar, 
unlike  that  of  any  leaf  or  gem,  and  of  surpassing  delicacy  and  beauty. 
This  gently  melted  through  many  fine  gradations  into  a  sea  of  liquid 
amber,  so  soft  and  golden,  that  the  first  large  stars  of  evening  floating 
in  its  transparent  depths  could  scarcely  be  distinguished  as  they  twinkled 
mildly  amid  the  flood  of  kindred  radiaoee.  During  the  earlier  part  of 
this  glorious  display  the  eastern  sky,  as  if  in  rivalry  of  the  splendour  of 
the  opposite  quarter  of  the  heavens  was  spanned  by  two  concentric  rain- 
bows, describing  complete  semicircles  with  their  basis  resting  upon  the 
sea.  The  nunbows  vanished  with  the  sun,  and  soon  afterwards  the  fiery 
glow  in  the  west  began  to  ikde,  whilst  in  the  east  the  darkness  of  night 
was  distinctly  perceptible.  But  the  scene  only  changed  its  ehavaetor 
without  losing  any  of  its  beauty,  so  smooth  was  the  sea  on  that  nigh^ 
that  the  whole  dome  of  the  sky,  with  every  sailing  cloud-flake  and  every 
star,  was  perflectly  reflected  in  it.  Until  the  moon  rose  the  line  where 
the  sky  joined  the  ocean  was  indistinctly  defined;  and  the  two  were 
so  blended  together  that  the  yacht  actually  seemed  suspended  in  the 
centre  of  a  vast  sphere:  the  heavens  instead  of  terminating  «it  the  hori- 
lon,  extended,  spangled  with  stars,  on  every  side,  betow  as  well  as 
above  and  around. 
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My  friend  who  had  been  during  thia  time  lounging  on  the  deck,  gas* 
log  on  the  ocean,  admiring  the  beauties  of  nature,  suddenly  looked  up, 
and  exclaimed, — "  Captain,  I  want  you  to  tell  me  truly,  do  you  still 
think  that  this  little  craft,  will  live  in  any  gale.** 

"  My  dear  friend,  rest  perfectly  satisfied  on  that  score,  you  have  only 
to  make  yourself  believe  that  a  cork  will  swim  as  well  as  a  bong;  and 
you  will  not  have  much  to  fear  for  your  safety  in  this  ship.** 

At  this  moment  Jem's  visage  appeared  through  the  forehatch,  an- 
nouncing that  supper  was  ready,  and  as  it  consisted  of  some  mackerel, 
the  produce  of  our  own  catching,  our  enjoyment  of  the  meal  can  easily 
be  imagined.  At  10  p.m.  Hght  hoisted  at  masthead,  and  all  hands 
turned  in  for  the  night. 

Wednesday. — Fine  morning,  wind  east  light,  bathed  and  amused 
durselves  with  fishing  till  1  p.m.,  when  a  breese  springing  up,  we  got 
underway,  and  stood  into  the  shore  working  our  way  to  windward, 
aoundnigs  gave  us  three  fathoms,  which  warned  us  to  go  about;  and 
cfttching  a  south-easterly  pufiF,  enabled  us  to  lay  idong  the  land.  We 
bad  a  beautiful  view  of  the  coast  of  Blankenberg:  the  town  is  elmly 
known  by  the  number  6i  bathing  machines  and  boats  upon  the  beach. 
Where  the  tall  rampart  juts  against  the  hind  presented  to  our  view  a 
Dutch  peasant  girl  sitting  under  a  rock,  a  troop  of  soldiers,  with  nume- 
rous other  spectators,  all  seeming  Co  gaze  with  wonderment  upon  our 
little  cutter,  as  she  walked  away  to  windward,  with  her  lee-deck  under 
water,  and  every  fibre  in  the  weather  rigging  as  taut  as  harp-strings. 
The  light-house  at  Blankenberg,  which  was  now  abreast  of  us,  is  brick- 
built,  with  a  green  top:  to  the  westward  of  it  is  a  church  with  a  spire 
steeple;  the  land  for  about  a  mile  is  low,  then  two  hills  may  be  observed, 
one  larger  than  the  other,  also  two  barns,  a  church  with  a  bluff  steeple, 
and  a  windmill,  whilst  immediately  to  the  eastward  a  red  built  house. 
We  overhauled  two  full  rigged  ships  bound  to  Flushings  whilst  under 
our  lee  to  the  right  was  the  village  of  Heyst,  appearing  to  seaward  view 
to  consist  of  only  ten  houses,  to  the  westward  at  a  distance  inland  is  a 
square  tower  of  a  very  ancient  and  rugged  appearance.  About  half  a 
ndle  to  the  eastward  is  the  lighthouse,  interspersed  by  two  barn  houses, 
a  church  with  spire  steeple,  and  a  solitary  house*  The  land  now  ap- 
pears more  hilly  with  a  solitary  windmill  as  a  land  matk;  and  gradually 
declining  flat,  interspersed  with  a  few  furze  bushes. 

At4h.  30m.  p.m.  the  Pared  lightship  bore'E.S.E.;  at  6h.  Baroa 
Osy  steamer  passed  bound  to  London,  the  tide  now  strong  to  the  west 
no  wind.  At  7h.  a  tug  in  sight  towing  a  large  ship;  we  spoke  her  with 
Marryat's  signals,   wlien  she  took  us  in  tow.       At  9h.  30m.  when 
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abreast  of  Flushing  our  warp  snapped,  throogh  the  gross  neglect  of  the 
sailor  who  was  steeilhg  the  yucht  not  watching  the  tog's  helm,  and 
there  was  uo  help  for  us,  as  the  current  was  running  like  a  sluice, 
so  we  made  the  best  of  it,  and  stood  away  to  leeward,  bringing  up  in 
8  fathoms  for  the  night. 

Thursday. — 6  a.m.  all  hands  turned  out,  canras  set,  and  sailed  over 
to  Flushing;  bathed:  at  7h.  brought  up  off  the  town  in  15  fathoms:* 
at  8h.  hoisted  P.W.Y.C.  colours,  manned  gig,  and  went  ashore  with 
hon.  steward.  On  landing  at  this  ancient  fortified  little  town,  which, 
has  all  the  appearanee  of  Sheemess,  the  first  thing,  that  took  our  notice 
on  landing  was  the  barracks,  with  some  eccentric  looking  Dutch  soldiers, 
all  in  full  dress  in  consequence  of  it  being  the  birthday  of  Her  Majesty 
the  Queen  of  Belgium.  There  was  a  review  on  board  the  meo-of-war 
in  the  Government  Dockyard,  and  as  I  went  ashore  in  (P.W.T.C.)  oni* 
form  was  at  once  recognised  as  belonging  to  the  pleasure  navy  of  our 
own  dear  native  Isle.  We  exchanged  civilities  with  a  Dutch  Grenenl  in 
foil  dress,  and  I  cannot  but  express  with  feelings  of  pleasure,  the  cour- 
teous manner  in  which  we  were  treated,  by  the  authorities  of  this  war- 
like little  place.  Before  leaving  we  had  a  look  at  the  eastern  harbour; 
where  I  found  that  a  small  vessel,  say  under  ten  tons,  could  lie  afloat 
at  low  water;  but  as  the  ebb  tide  runs  at  the  rate  of  four  miles^  setting 
right  athwart  the  harbour's  mouth,  a  vessel  can  only  get  safely  in  with 
the  flood.  Having  catered  the  ship  with  grog,  cigars,  &c.,  we  returned 
on  board,  and  at  1  p.in.  weighed  anchor  for  Rotterdam. 
The  author  of  Iludibras  describes  Holland  as 

**  A  ooantry  that  draws  fifty  feet  of  water. 
In  which  men  live  as  in  the  hold  of  nature; 
And  when  the  sea  does  in  upon  them  break. 
And  drowns  a  province,  does  but  spring  a  leak." 
And  its  inhabitants, 

**  That  always  ply  the  pump,  and  never  think 

They  can  be  safe,  but  at  the  rate  th^  sink; 

That  live,  as  if  they  had  been  run  aground, 

And  when,  they  die,  are  cast  away  and  drown'd. 

That  dwell  in  ships  like  awarmf  of  rats,  and  prey 

Upon  the  goods  all  nations'  ships  convey. 

And  when  their  merchants  are  blown  up  and  crack, 

Whole  towns  are  cast  away  in  stgrms  and  wreck: 

That  fieed  like  cannibals  on  other  fishes, 

And  serve  their  cousia-germans  up  in  dishes. 

A  land  that  rides  at  anchor,  and  is  moored. 

In  which  they  do  not  live,  but  go  aboard.** 

*  Ifany  of  my  yachting  friends  cannot  understand  an  eight  ton  yessel  want- 
ing 60  fathoms  of  chain,  which  is  a  mistaken  idea,  as  I  have  found  in  many 
cases  that  it  is  quite  essential. 
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A.  little  distanoe  from  the  town  of  Flushing,  on  the  port  hand,  is  the 
entrance  to  the  Slough;  and  running  for  it  with  a  fine  breeze,  the  first 
thing  we  noticed  was  an  old  fashioned  Dutch  public-house;  and  as  we 
eould  not  get  any  water  at  Flushing,  sent  a  man  ashore  to  get  some, 
and  for  a  few  cents  we  had  all  the  casks  filled.  In  the  meantime  there 
was  no  delay  in  getting  oiifr  large  topsail  set,  and  away  she  flew  with 
her  spars  bending  to  the  breeze,  through  a  labynith  of  intricate  channels. 
We  were  told  at  Flushing,  it  would  be  impossible  to  go  rtMind  without 
a  pilot,  wliich  was  rather  difficult  to  make  me  believe,  as  I  entertain  an 
idea  that  a  pilot  in  so  small  a  craft  as  mine,  is  seldom  or  ever  wanted. 
Having  left  several  white  buoys  to  starboard,  and  black  to  port,  in  the 
diftance  on  the  lef^  hand  we  observed  the  town  of  Middelburg,  the  capi- 
tal of  Zealand.  (The  telescope  was  invented  at  Middelburg,  by  one 
Hans  Lippershey,  a  spectacle  maker.) 

At  a  little  distance  farther  on  the  port  hand  is  a  lighthouse,  built  on 
piles,  and  painted  red;  and  when  bearing  W.N.W.,  an  E.b.S.  course 
will  lead  into  the  best  water  for  Zand  Creek;  Middelburg  appearing  in 
the  distance  between  two  clumps  of  trees,  with  three  steeples  bearing 
W.S.W.,  and  the  cathedral  of  Veere  N.W.b.W. 

A  peal  of  thunder  accompanied  with  a  squall,  compelled  us  to  strike 
our  topsail,  and  bowling  along  at  a  merry  pace  by  5  p.m.  the  town  of 
Cortgeene,  with  its  church  resembling  that  at  Erith,  on  the  port  hand; 
a  beautiful  Dutch  scenery  with  the  town  of  Oostkerke  in  the  distance. 
The  channel  is  here  much  narrowed,  and  all  white  buoys  must  be  lef^ 
to  starboard.  At  6  p.m.  the  lighthouse  on  the  northernmost  point  of 
South  Beveland  on  our  right:  being  high- water,  we  shaped  our  course 
N.E.b.E.,  about  six  miles,  carrying  us  over  the  Vondelinger  Plaat  Sand. 
In  this  course  it  is  necessai'y'to  leave  the  red  buoys  on  the  latter,  and  on 
the  northernmost  spit  of  the  Dortsman  Plaat  Sand  to  port,  on  a  falling 
tide  these  buoys  must  be  left  to  starboard.  Darkness  now  rose  and 
hrought  on  lowering  night,  and  having  no  wish  to  continue  this  varied 
navigation  by  the  moon  beams  misty  light,  we  dropped  the  hook  undcfr 
the  lee  of  a  gentleman's  mansion  for  the  nighty 

Friday. — Dull  morning,  wind  W.b.N.,  light  breeze;  at  2h.  30m. 
a.m.  underway,  all  sail  set;  stood  up  the  Keetenmost  Channel:  at  6h. 
spoke  a  Dutch  vessel;  the  Onde  Tonge  town  bore  E.b.N.;  at  7h,  passed 
the  town  of  Prinsland,  with  a  small  creek  running  up  to  it,  leave  three 
black  buoys  to  port,  and  a  white  one  with  a  red  stripe  to  starboard. 
The  town  of  Oollgensplatt  is  lad  to  port,  and  we  shape  our  conrae, 
from  the  lighthouse  on  Fort  Frederick  £,  ^  N..  The  morning  being 
exteesively  hot,  we  all  indulged  in  a  bathe.     Jem  the  youngest  of  the 


492  HUNT'S   TACHTlNa   MAGAZINE. 

•ailon  anxioua  to  Outvie  U8  all,  swam  away  fnmi  the  yachts  wloeh 
seemed  hardly  to  be  moving  throu(;h  the  water ;  but  to  Jem^s  greai 
turprise  found  the  craft,  altho'  only  apparently  drifting,  he  waa  unable 
to  flwim  fast  enough  to  cateh  her,  and  not  showing  us  any  sigua  ot  his 
toability  to  continue  swimming,  until  nearly  exhausted,  when  the  hoo. 
steward  perceiving  his  perilous  position,  jumped  into  the  boat,  and  witib 
great  dexterity  pulled  off  in  gallant  style,  and  reached  him  only  just  iu 
time  to  save  him  from  a  watery  grave,  as  he  could  not  have  swain  a 
minute  1  mger.  After  this  warning  I  allowed  no  bathing  Iroai  the 
yacht,  without  the  boat  with  one  hand  in  it  to  accompany  them. 

At  lOh.  aOm.  am.  the  town  of  Williamstad  bearing  S.^ W.,  aad 
bears  immediately  from  the  Krammer  Channel  to  the  right ;  this  part 
is  called  the  Hoi  land -Deep.  Near  here  the  Voorne  canal  is,  and  leads 
to  the  Maas  river,  and  is  the  channel  for  large  vessels  entering  from  the 
sea  at  Goeree. 

The  towp  of  Williamstad  is  easily  known  by  a  peculiar, Q^ump  of  trees 
appearing  on  a  slope  of  ground^  a  church  with  spire  and  belfry  having  a 
square  full  appearance  westerly;  a  windmill  and  steeple  to  the  eastward, 
with  a  lighthouse  appearing  to  westward  of  tlie  mill:  brought  up  off  the 
town  and  went  ashore.  The  perfect  uniformity  of  the  plan  of  the  plaoe 
consisting  principally  of  two  atreets  parallel  to  each  other;  the  maiu 
street  having  a  haven  at  the  top,  and  a  large  protestant  church  at  t^e 
bottom,  with  a  double  row  of  trees  up  the  centre.  The,  whole  town 
seemed  to  consist  of  respectable  burgesses,  with  scarcely  any  appearance 
whatever  of  trade.  It  was  with  some  difficulty  we  procured  meat  amd 
other  provisions;  and  returning  on  board  proceeded  some  eight  <V  aioe 
miles  up  the  river;  you  leave  on  the  port  hand  a  drawbridge^  witii 
a  lighthouse  and  dyke;  abreast  of  it  is  a  laige  fiat  in  the. middle  of  the 
stream;  a  N.E.b.K  course  from  the  black  buoy  leads  into,  the  northarQ- 
most  channel  dear  of  the  sands  to  the  second  lighthouse  on  ib0»  north 
shore.  At  a  little  distance  above  this  second  lighthouse  there  is  a  nar- 
row channel  off  to  the  left,  easily  to  be  discerned  by  a  long  row.  of 
evenly  trimmed  poplar  trees,  cut  Dutch  fashion,  standing  on  the  star- 
board shore,  which  is  the  correct  channel  for  Botterdam;  a  gentleman's 
mimsion  with  a  light  beacon  commands  the  entrance,  which  bean  If.E. 
by  N.  Sailing  some  three  or  four  miles  up  this  river  bear  away  to  the 
right,  through  a  very  narrow  channel  tliat  will  lead  to  Dort,  or  yon  can 
continue  the  course,  and  go  round  the  island  which  forms  another  chan- 
nel, either  will  do;  but  the  former  is  the  nearest  The  HoUaad-Deep 
Channel  continuing  an  E.N.E,  course  a  few  miles  farther  up  where  it 
finishes  like  a  pond,  not  navigable  only  with  a  flowing  tide:  at  its  end 
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«re  two  towns,  xme  to  the  right  is  Geertraedenberg,  and  fhe  oiber  to 
1;he  left  Gucum.  ^ 

After  having  left  Williamstad  we  had  not  seen  much  popalation  along 
■the  sliores  of  the  islands;  but  in  approaching  Dort,  the  scene  begam 
to  change, — cottages  and  workshops  of  various  kinds  skirted  this  nar- 
row navigation  close  to  the  waters'  edge;  and  here  and  there  a  neatly 
psdnted  honse  was  seen  planted  in  the  midst  of  a  garden.  At  some 
iittle  distance  from  Dort  the  uniformity  was  relieved,  and  the  unvaried 
scene  much  enKvened  by  some  twenty  or  thirty  windmills  busily  whirl- 
ing round.  We  were  now  abreast  of  a  large  steam  engine  used  for 
flumping  (he  water  from  the  laud  into  the  river,  whilst  to  the  leffc  was 
a  Dort  Canal  boat  of  exceeding  long  dimensions.  The  reedy  biaiiks  of 
the  channel  had  given  way  to  little  patches  of  garden  ground  in  firont 
<]f  these  mills,  the  lower  part  of  which  were  generally  very  neat  inhabited 
dwellings:  the  roofs  and  sides  of  the  miHs  above  the  habitable  part  were 
mostly  thatched  with  reeds,  in  a  very  neat  manner,  and  bo  continued 
4hat  nothing  but  the  points  were  vbible,  which  gave  the  appearance  of 
their  being  covered  with  a  brown  rough  coat  of  sand  or  pebbles;  but  at 
a  little  distance  this  covering  resembled  the  skin  of  a  mole.  The  shades 
of  evening  closing  fast  upon  us,  log,  lead,  and  look-out  was  our  only 
guide:  our  chart  not  extending  further  than  Williamstad.  By  9  p.m. 
we  had  arrived  off  Dort,  and  in  the  twilight  of  the  evening  just  oaught 
a  glimpse  of  the  cathedral  that  appeared  among  a  cluster  of  trees,  also  a 
fine  hotel  that  seemed  filled  with  travellers,  gaily  sitting  over  their  wine. 
We  also  observed  various  places  of  amusement  brilliantly  lighted  up. 
The  river  here  is  much  widened,  and  forms  a  sort  of  bay  immediately  in 
front  of  the  town,  and  is  a  snug  anchorage  for  small  craft    ' 

'*  Along  the  river's  smooth  intricate  line 
Beguiling  time  with  light  dtscourBe  we  went, 
If  or  wanting  savoury,  food,  nor  gen'rous  wine. 
Ashore  too,  there  was  feast  and  merriment; 
The  jovial  tourists  at  some  village  fair, 
Were  dancing,  drinl:ing,  smoking,  gambling  there." 

The  town  of  Dort  left  in  the  darkness  of  night,  we  were  just  able  to 
discern  the  winding  of  the  river  at  about  a  eable^s  length  from  the  town, 
which  divides  into  two  branches,  we  bore  away  to  port  with  a  strong 
tide  running.  It  is  here  the  river  Merwe  &lls  into  the  MaaSi  and  is 
4X>nsidered  as  far  as  Rotterdam  to  be  the  united  branches  of  the  Rhine 
and  Maas,  One  of  the  crew  who  had  been  ailing  since  we  left  William- 
stad, became,  so  bad  that  he  was  unable  to  keep  the  deck,  and  as 
.there  were  several  Dutch  galliots  running  up  this  narrow  channel  before 
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ihe  windt  I  ooidd  not  afford  to  loflie  a  man  at  such  a  crisis.  They  aeenwd 
to  pa^  little  attention  to  the  well  known  law,  that  veneU  goings  £ree 
must  give  waj;  one  of  them  shaTing  us  so  dose,  that  his  main-boom 
nearly  oarried  oar  mast  away;  whilst  another  who  had  been  workiii^  to 
windward  with  as,  and  was  immecUately  under  oar  lee,  put  Ids  helm 
suddenly  down,  and  came  head  first  into  us,  but  as  we  were  weatfaeriog 
on  him  &st  at  the  time,  did  us  litUe  or  no  damage.  I  certainlj  most 
oonftflB  I  did  not  feel  inclined  to  test  my  right  for  weather-gage  with 
these  illiterate  Dutchmen,  who  ap|)eared  to  entertain  a  resenred  con- 
tempt to  bear  up  for  any  thing  smaller  than  ihemselTes;  and  as  the 
night  was  dark,  the  tide  strong,  and  channels  yarious,  we  brought  up  m 
two  fiithoms,  till 


•  the  910m; 


Dim  nigbt  ber  shadowy  cloud  withdraws, 
Wak'd  by  the  circling  hours  with  rosj  ban  4 
Unharr*d  the  gates  of  light" 

Saturda^.'^Tvamtd  out  at  break  of  day;  but  as  a  doubt  ensted  as  i» 
the  snot  channel  we  were  to  take,  J.  O.  was  rowed  off  in  the  gig,  and 
spoke  B  l>utohman,  and  altho'  he  could  not  speak  the  language  he  was 
tolerably  up  In  German  and  French,  and  seemed  to  haye  the  abilitj  of 
making  himself  generally  understood;  it  appeared  to  me  as  if  they  uaad 
thor  huids  almost  as  much  as  their  tongues,  however,  he  returned  to 
the  yacht,  with  the  course,  te.,  and  after  passing  numerous  establish- 
ments of  ship  and  boat  builders,  small  villages,  and  now  and  then  a  gen- 
tleman's house  and  pleasure  grounds.  Though  the  diarm  of  variety  of 
aspect  and  inequality  of  surfisbce  have  been  denied  by  nature  to  HoUand, 
it  is  made  up  for,  in  a  certain  degree,  by  the  high  cidtivation  of  its 
fields  and  gardens.  They  present  the  most  perfect  pictures  of  pretti- 
ness,  with  their  meandering  walks  and  fSuitasticaliy  cut  parterres,  fiJled 
with  flowers  of  gaudiest  hue.  Steamers  innumerable  were  continually 
passing  to  and  fro,  and  we  were  anxiously  looking  at  every  turn  of  the 
river  to  bring  us  to  our  destination;  when  after  sailing  through  a  very 
narrow  channel,  we  suddenly  arrived  in  to  an  extreme  wide  one,  almost 
like  a  lake,  and  nearly  a  mile  long;  to  the  left  the  river  bears  again,  whikt 
to  the  right  is  the  town  of  Rotterdam,  facing  a  beautiful  piece  of  water, 
of  sufficient  depth  for  the  largest  India  vessels  to  approach  quite  dose 
to  the  houses,  and  the  steamers  land  their  passengers  on  the  fine  quay 
called  the  Brompjes,  extending  along  the  river  more  than  a  mile.  It 
u  planted  with  a  line  of  vigorous  elms,  from  which  it  gets  its  name^ 
(littie  trees  is  the  meaning  of  the  word,)  it  reminded  me  of  Cheyne 
Walk,  Chelsea,  only  on  a  much  larger  scale.    We  at  once  went  into 
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flock,  the  chtrgo  being  one  guilder  in  and  the  same  out;  but  I  found 
the  best  plan  is  to  lie  at  anchor  in  the  river,  immediately  in  front  of  the 
town,  where  a  yacht  can  ride  as  safely  as  off  Gravesend. 

IVoceeded  ashore  to  see  the  place,  which  is  the  second  city  in  Hol- 
landy  and  appeared  to  have  as  many  canals  as  streets.  A  stranger  who 
has  never  seen  a  Dutch  town,  will  find  more  amusement  in  merely  walk- 
ing through  the  streets^  than  in  any  of  the  individual  sights  which  guide 
books  are  usually  content  to  enumerate.  The  novel  and  picturesque 
Gombmation  of  water,  bridges,  trees,  and  shipping,  i^  the  heart  of  a 
city;  the  canals  traversed  by  innumerable  drawbridge  the  carts  run- 
ning upon  sledges  instead  of  wheels,  with  barvals  oC  waiter  placed  in 
front,  which  is  jerked  out  through  several  small  holes,  so  as  to  sprinkle 
the  pavement  as  the  horse  moves  on,  and  diminish  the  friction;  (the 
horses*  shoes  are  the  nearest  approach  to  pattens;)  the  wooden. sabots  of 
the  peasants,  the  brass  milk  pails  glistening  like  polished  armour,  the 
little  mirror  fastened  before  the  windows  of  many  houses,  with  the  ex- 
tremely large  earrings  worn  by  females,  and  many  other  novelties,  not 
to  be  met  with  in  our  own  country.  We  visited  the  Hague  and 
Schevingen,  and  were  much  interested  with  some  of  the  paintings.  At 
the  Museum  one  of  most  remarkable  is  Paul  Potter's  Bull,  valued  at 
£5,000;  and  it  is  stated  that  the  Dutch  government  offered  ^tapoleon 
four  times  that  sum  if  he  would  allow  it  to  remain  at  the  Hague. 

7\ie§dayf  June  22nd. — At  «5  a.m.,  left  Rotterdam,  beat  down  the 
Maas  river,  off  Brielle  ifss  boarded  by  a  custom-house  boat  When  very 
near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  Bill  put  about  close  to  one  of  the  buoys, 
and  caught  the  ground,  where  we  laid  much  to  my  annoyance  the  whole 
of  the  day,  on  the  edge  of  the  Rogunburg  Sand. 

^erfiteidlrijf.-^Began  with  a  light  breese;  at  6  a.m.  anchor  ipeighed, 
and  we  made  sail:  at  7h.  the  outer  Brielle  Gat  Buoy  abreast,  the  log  hove 
and  course  steered  west.  At  lOh.  dOm.  a.m.  the  extreme  point  on 
Goree  bore  S.S.E.  i  E.,  Reneese  lighthouse  8.b.E.  14  miles  run.  At 
sunset  log  hauled  aboard  and  registered  46  miles,  the  lead  hove  and  16^ 
&thoms  found;  it  was  a  perfect  calm,  and  a  beautiful  evening.  Having 
worked  up  our  reckoning  for  the  day  we  found  we  were  about  80  miles 
to  the  N.N.E.  of  Ostend. 

**  Tlioii  glorious  seat  before  me  gleaming, 
Oft  wilt  thou  float  in  sunset  pride, 
And  oft  shall  I  hear  in  dreaming, 
Thy  resonance  at  evening  tide." 

It  was  not  until  2  a.m.  that  the  hon.  steward  who  had  taken  the  6rst 
watch,  woke  me  from  my  placid  slumbers,  I  immediately  turned  out 
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and  found  the  ^aclit  still  only  drifling.  At  8  a.m.  a  light  dr  9|inni]p 
np,  log  bore,  by  noon  we  bad  a  fresh  breese,  and  log  registered  70  nallesr 
at  1  p.m.  a  strong  wind,^  topsail  struck  and  No.  2  jib  set,  a  few  minitter 
had  sufficed  to  change  everything  about  us.  The  sea  no  longer  smooth 
and  glassy,  was  ruffled  by  long  towering  wares  with  foaming  crests  that 
gave  it  altogether  a  new  aspect  Several  ships  in  company  with  all 
Hands  reefing  topsails  quite  enlivened  the  monotonous  scene  of  eahos 
that  preceded  this  delightful  change. 

At  2  p.m.  the  Ibg  registered  88  mrles,  land  ahead,  made  out  to  be 
the  North  Foreland:  at  4  p.m.  Long  Nose  buoy  on  the  port  hand,  Ibg 
aboard  and  registered  1:01:  miles.  There  was  a  tremendous  sea  in  Mar- 
gate Roads,  and  one  of  our  men  who  had  been  twenty  years  at  sea, 
said  he  had  never  seen  it  so  rough  there  before.  At  8  p.m.  webroi^ht 
up  off  Southend  for  the  night 

Friday.—'*!  a.m.  turned  out  and.proceeded  up  the  river,  moored  oflT 
Erith  at  noon,  and  thus  ended  a  most  agreeable  and  pleasant  cruise. 

A.  Bv 
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St.  Maix)!  (the  ancient  Maelovium,)  is  in  48''  38'  N.  and  P  5T  W. 
It  is  now  a  fortified  eity,  t.e.  it  is  walled  aU  round,  and  the  gates  and 
drawbridges  are  closed  every  night  at  Curfew.  Formeriy  when  the 
gates  were  shut  it  was  the  custom  to  unloose  a  number  of  savage  mas- 
tiffii  to  prowl  about  the  ramparts  to  prevent  surprises;  fortunately  lor  us 
the  dog  days  are  over,  for  I  made  particular  en<|uirie8  as  soon  as  I  waa ' 
able,  whether  this  pleasant  custom  was  retained  in  the^city,  as  I  oonfess 
I  donH  at  all  like  the  sensation  of  a  strange  brute  of  a  mastiff,  seven  or 
eight  hands  high,  with  a  sdky  black  overhanging  muzzle,  poking  and 
snuffing  at  the  aalf  of  my  leg;  and  I  am  sure  the  Maloins  need  fear  no 
molestation  from  ocean  wanderers^  as  their  harbour  is  so  amply  protected 
by  natural  defences  in  the  shape  of  rapid  tides, .  sunken  rocks  and  dan- 
gerous races,  that  no  stranger  could  ever  venture  without  the  guidance 
of  the  local  pilots.  In  1668  they  privateered  so  extensively  that  Oreat 
Britcdn  was  compelled  to  fit  out  a  fleet  to  suppress  them,  and  still  more 
recently  they  harassed  our  merchant  vessels  greatly,  dashing  out  of  tha 

•  CmitiDued  from  page  60, 
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horboar  and  ponncing  on  our  East  Indiameo,  would  bring  them  in  from 
under  the  rery  eyes  of  the  men-of-war  protecting  the  conroj. 

St.  Malo  was  twice  bombarded  by  the  English,  and  on  one  occasion, 
in  1693,  an  English  bomb  vessel  blew  up,  doing  much  damage  to  the 
fleet;  and  strange  to  say,  we  were  shewn  a  large  shell  supposed  to  have 
belonged  to  thu  same  veseel  which  had  only  just  been  dag  out  of  the 
sea,  whilst  some  alteration  was  being  made  in  the  fortress.  All  these 
details  which  we  gathered  from  time  to  time  had  not  much  effect  upon 
us,  notwithstanding  that  they  were  evidently  narrated  to  us  with 
many  legends  of  a  similar  natnre,  both  ancient  and  modem,  in  order  to 
impress  us  with  the  conviction  of  the  immense  superiority  of  France  over 
Elogland,  and  in  one  respect  they  certainly  succeeded,  for  nothing  could 
exceed  the  kindness  and  consideration  with  which  we  were  received 
during  our  sojourn;  and  more  especially  we  could  not  help  noticing  the 
natural  politeness  of  the  people  as  they  stood  on  the  quay,  criticising 
the  ressel,  ftc,  for  although  the  conversation  was  loud  and  incessant 
while  we  were  below,  so  soon  as  any  one  appeared,  all  obtrusive  interest 
oeased,  and  our  friends,  admiring  or  the  contrary,  retired  for  a  time, 
evidently  from  a  desire  not  to  intrude* 

Many  were  the  remarks  we  did  hear  nevertheless,  the  meaning  of 
which  we  contrived  to  make  out  notwith^anding  our  combined  know- 
ledge of  the  language  was  very  uncertain  as  I  remarked  before,  and  we 
were  much  amused  with  the  various  speculations  and  suggestions  volun- 
teered, as  to  our  real  calling  and  purpose  in  coming  hither.  Some  would 
have  it,  we  were  driven  in  by  stress  of  weather,  and  again  that  the  vessel 
was  a  privateer.  One  said,  and  the  only  one  who  hit  the  mark,  that  it 
was  a  ^raisseau  de  plaisir.*^  *'  Ah!  non!"  said  a  young  priest,  '' voila, 
le  petit  canon."  But  what  was  the  ultimate  conclusion  they  arrived  at 
we  never  learnt 

The  consideration  of  the  Harbour  and  Customs  officials  was  also  most 
tneiy  and  largely  extended  to  us,  for  whilst  we  remained  we  were  ex- 
empted from  all  the  annoying  surveillance  that  every  passenger  vessel 
and  others  are  subjected  to  in  being  searched  each  time  any  one,  n<y 
matter  whom,  goes  ashore;  but  not  a  single  instance  of  interference  had 
we,  and  further  than  this,  one  night  when  we  had  lingered  in  the  city, 
unwittingly  beyond  the  hour  of  closing  the  gates,  one  of  the  drawbridges 
was  lowered,  and  we  were  ushered  out  with  all  courtesy.  There  was 
only  one  exception  to  our  [total  immunity,  which  was,  that  no  vessel  in 
the  harbour  is  allowed  to  have  fires  or  lights^  except  under  the  charge  of 
a  "  garde  k  feu,  the  price  of  the  services  of  this  functionary  being  two 
francs  a  day.     Our  pilot  (with  the  assistance  of  a  friend  he  had  met 
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with)  soon  foond  us  one,  with  this  recommendation  in  his  favor,  that  he 
wouldn't  troublous  hy  coming  on  board,  in  case  we  preferred  "  his  room 
to  his  company;''  and  also  instructed  us  in  the  art  of  satisfying  him  our 
lights  were  really  out,  by  the  simple  expedient  of  throwing  a  sail  or 
cover  over  the  skylights.  This  being  done,  and  the  shore  tackle  care- 
fully tended  and  made  fast,  we  all  retired  to  rest  in  the  first  dry  harbour 
we  had  entered  since  we  left  the  Isle  of  Man,  my  dreams  being  a  con- 
fused mass  of  soldiers,  priests,  sisters  of  charity,  potashes,  and  *'  John 
d ns.*' 

It  was  some  time  next  morning  before  I  could  sulHciently  realise 
where  we  were,  the  familiar  appearance  of  the  cabins  and  the  well 
known  voices  of  the  crew,  persuading  my  sleepy  senses  we  were  still  in 
England,  whilst  the  incfessant  conversation  of  those  on  the  quay  above^ 
quite  audible  through  the  skylight,  now  open  to  adroit  the  pure  morning 
air,  very  soon  dispelled  the  illusion,  and  brought  us  out  of  bed  without 
any  of  the  usual  reluctance  which  I  am  bound  to  say  was  sometimes  dis- 
played when  on  less  agreeable  occasions,  as  at  Milford  for  instance.  Here 
however,  all  was  novelty,  and  as  may  be  readily  imagined  no  time  was 
lost  before  we  were  dressed  and  ashore;  and  crossing  the  drawbridge  at 
the  main  gate  we  roamed  eagerly  through  street  after  street,  cautiously 
taking  our  bearings  at  each  turn,  well  knowing,  if  we  lost  our  track  it 
would  be  a  difficult  matter  to  ask  our  way  out  again. 

It  was  some  time  before  we  returned  to  breakfiut,  and  on  reaching 
the  quay  found  an  incipient  row  in  progress.  It  appeared  that  two  of 
oor  crew  had  been  dispatched  for  fresh  water,  and  naturally  enough  had 
helped  themselves  at  the  first  fountain  they  came  to,  on  which  they 
were  immediately  surrounded  by  a  troop  of  old  washerwomen  clamourous 
for  payment.  Jack  and  Harry,  of  course  in  profound  unconsdoosness  of 
the  cUum,  took  little  heed,  but  quietly  shouldered  their  breakers  and 
marched  away,  followed  by  tho  whole  female  tribe,  and  it  was  at  this 
point  that  we  arrived  on  the  scene  of  action;  but,  little  good  eould  we 
do,  for  all  the  copper  money  we  had  was  Guernsey  halfpence,  which 
they  declined  to  accept,  however  liberally  offered.  No, — two  sous  was 
the  charge,  and  they  would  have  it!  While  this  difficulty  was  still  un- 
settled on  shore,  another  little  episode  occurred  on  board  the  yacht,  for 
I  found  the  mate  in  a  tearing  passion  with  the  unlucky  '*  garde  a  feu*^ 
who,  having  come  on  board  (contrary  to  the  express  stipulation  our  pilot 
had  made  with  him,)  and  incited,  possibly,  by  a  desire  to  make  himself 
useful  and  indentify  himself  with  the  yacht  before  the  eyes  of  a  nume- 
rous body  of  lookers  on,  and  whilst  the  crew  were  drying  down  the 
decks,  polishing,  &c.,  neatly  coiling  away  every  rope  and  setting  up  each 


MT  LOO  FOifr  1656.  499 

slack  halliard,  must  needs  busy  himself  with  casting  loose  all  the  shore 
tackles  within  his  reach,  and  '< putting  his  foot**  into  every  thing,  in  a 
variety  of  ways.     Hence  the  ire  of  the  mate. 

"  Please  sir,"  said  he,  "  1  wish  you'd  oome  and  speak  to  this  here 
Frenchman,  and  order  him  ashore." 

*«  Why  what's  the  matter  now,  George ?•*  said  I. 

• '  Well,  sir,"  was  the  reply,  "  he  can't  keep  his  dirty  fingers  off  nothing. 
IVe  belayed  this  stemfast  a  dozen  times  this  blessed  morning,  and  he*8 
cast  it  off  again,  now —  (then  in  an  angry  aside  to  the  unconscious 
Frenchman,)  d— n  your  eyes,  I  should  like  to  heave  you  overboard— 
you  a  man!  Wliy  you're  nothing  but  a  monkey  raised  upon,"  &c. 

Most  fortunately  at  this  erisis  a  card  was  handed  to  me  bearing  the 
address  of  a  **  M,  Luc  Bou6,  courtier  maratime.''  I  need  not  say  how 
gladly  we  accepted  his  proffered  assistance,  and  matters  were  therefore 
«oon  amicably  MtUed.  He  stayed  to  break&st  with  us,  and  accompanied 
us  afterwards  to  the  custom-house,  where  our  papers  were  examined  and 
a  passport  given  for  the  vessel  and  all  liands  for  any  port  Our  Admi- 
ralty warrant  seemed  to  go  a  great  way  with  the  *<  big  wigs,"  and  strict 
orders  were  given  to  the  "  douani^re,"  not  to  interfere  with  u%  a  civility 
we  appreciated  the  more  as  we  found  that  a  yacht  lying  off  Dinard,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  bay,  was  subjected  to  a  rigorous  surveillance* 

The  next  business  of  importance  was  to  go  to  market,  which  being 
Friday,  we  found  was  closed  after  eight  in  the  morning;  so  no  fresh 
meat  to-day.  It  was  no  hardship  certainly  to  &st  on  a  fish  dinner,  but 
it  was  more  difficult  to  get  the  fish  than  we  had  imagined,  not  but  what 
there  was  plenty  of  it,  yet  somehow  or  other  we  had  got  foul  of  an  old 
deaf  fish-fag,  who  could  not  have  understood  us  if  we  had  spoken  the 
purest  French.  So  there  was '  nothing  for  it  but  to  seize  the  fish  and 
potatoes — Cleave  some  money,  and  be  off,  and  though  I  am  sure  we  paid 
double  the  proper  price,  I  believe  the  old  lady  is  to  this  day,  under  the 
impression  that  she  was  robbed  by  foreign  burglars  in  broad  daylight. 

After  an  early  dinner  my  brother  and  myself  walked  over  to  St  Ser- 
vans,  but  did  not  stay  long,  as  it  appeared  to  us,  a  very  uninteresting 
sort  of  place,  compared  with  St  Malo,  though  I  believe  it  is  the  more 
aristocratic  of  the  two  as  a  place  of  residence.  In  returning  across  the 
harbour,  which  was  now  dry,  we  staid  a  little  while  to  watch  the  men 
at  work  at  the  new  docks.  An  English  '*  navvy"  would,  I  am  certain, 
do  twice  as  much  as  any  two  Frenchmen  at  this  kind  of  work.  One  of 
them  filled,  with  a  long  handled  spade  (to  save  him  the  trouble  of  bend- 
ing his  back,)  a  sort  of  hand  barrow,  which  two  other  able  bodied  Gauls 
leisurely  bore  away  as  soon  as  it  contained  about  six  good  spadefuls  of 
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earth.  I  waa  really  yerj  much  atmok  with  the  comparatively  little  wotk 
done  by  8o  many  mea,  aad  I  confess  have  no  very  exalted  idea  of  their 
capabilities  for  hard  work. 

A  much  more  pleasing  sight  were  the  ferry  boats  between  St»  Malo 
and  Dinard,  and  exceedingly  striking  and  picturesque  they  were  when 
freighted  with  peasants  returning  from  market;  the  men  with  bright 
blue  caps  and  blouses,  and  the  women   wearing  tJieir  high  ooxeomb 
Norman  caps,  some  with  a  profusion  of  lace  thereon;  indeed,  I  onder- 
atood  that  frequently  the  lace  was  extremely  valuable,  being  heirloomi 
from  many  generations.     One  thing  certainly  puzsled  me,  I  noticed 
there  were  no  umbrellas,  and  I  wondered  greatly  as  to  the  probable 
fate  of  the  lofty  well  starched  head  pieces «in  the  event  of  a  shower  of 
rain^  or  even  in  a  good  breeze  of  wind,  for  a  dosen  of  them  would  cap- 
size the  boat  almost    These  ferry  boats  are  however  large  shallow  floaiy 
affairs,  capable  of  containing  fifty  or  sixty  passengers,  and  are  propelled 
by  a  large  lug  sail  and  three  long  oars,  one  of  which  is  towards  the 
stem  and  acts  as  a  helm  aa  welL     The  canvas  instead  of  being  barked 
or  tanned  is  treated  (as  I  was  told)  with  a  preparation  of  sulphate  of 
copper,  and  being  of  a  pale  green,  the  sails  look  remarkably  pretfy. 
The  process  too  is  said  to  preserve  the  canvas  much  better  than  the 
ordinary  method  of  tanning,  and  certainly  is  infinitely  cleaner  and  better 
looking.     I  could  not  succeed  in  finding  out  the   proper  mode  of  apply- 
ing the  sulphate  of  copper,  but  I  believe  it  is  quite  a  reoent  invention. 

I  noticed  several  fine  vessels  varying  from  500  to  1000  tons,  veiy 
handsomely  finished,  and  the  fitting  of  the  rigging  particularly  neat. 
French  rope  however  is  proverbially  much  superior  to  English,  (I  need 
not  say  I  took  the  opportunity  of  purchasing  a  quantity  before  leaving,) 
the  price  also  being  much  lower  than  with  us. 

A  pleasant  evening  at  the  Casino  (where  we  made  several  agreeabfe 
acquaintances,)  ended  our  second  day  at  St.  Malo,  and  eight  o*clock 
next  morning  found  us  on  our  way  to  Dinan,  our  firiend,  M.  Bou^  hav- 
ing kindly  chartered  a  voUure  for  the  very  moderate  price  of  20f.  (the 
distance  being  twenty-one  miles,)  including  a  pour  bcire  for  the 
driver. 
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LIFE  AFLOAT  AT  CHERBOURG.* 

CHAPTER  IL 
"  The  suing  seunan  here  eDtraaoed  ttandi. 
Whilst  fair  unfolding  from  her  ooncaTe  ilope. 
He  Scarborough  TiewB.**— Fobtib. 

At  midnight  on  the  2  let  JhIj,  we  were  abreast  of  Scarborough,  where  we 
had  intended  calUng  had  we  passed  it  during  the  day.  Much  of  the  pro- 
perty in  and  around  this  &shionable  watering  place  now  belongs  to  Lord 
Londesborongh,  and  under  hb  auspices  it  is  rapidly  becoming  more  of 
a  place  of  interest  to  yachtsmen  than  it  has  hitherto  been.  The  anchor- 
age in  the  bay  is  exposed,  and  the  harbour  dry  or  nearly  so  at  low  water, 
atill  when  once  in  the  shelter  is  good.  That  fine  craft  the  Ursuline  lay 
here,  some  time  this  season,  and  many  other  smaller  yachts  visited  the 
port.  An  odd  accident  happened  to  a  small  schooner  yacht,  belonging 
to  some  friends  of  mine,  while  here  this  summer,-*when  lying  near  the 
^piay  supported  hy  her  legs,  one  of  the  hands  went  aloft  to  scrape  the 
mainmast;  while  thus  employed  a  youngster  belonging  to  her  must 
needs  go  skyhirking  on  the  crosstrees  above  his  shipmate,  and  amuse 
himself  by  shying  missiles  at  his  head.  This  top  weight  proved  too  much 
for  the  outside  leg  to  bear,  and  it  either  slid  away  or  broke,  when  the 
vessel  fell  over  on  her  beam  ends  and  with  the  jerk  sent  the  young  jack- 
anapes flying  in  the  air.  After  describing  a  parabolic  curve  of  some  sixty 
ct  seventy  feet  he  fell  plump  into  the  harbour  up  to  the  neck  in  a  mixture 
of  mud  and  water.  "When  this  untoward  accident  happened,  the  gen- 
tlemen to  whom  the  yacht  belonged  were  at  breakfast  in  the  oabin,  great 
alarm  and  a  general  average  of  crockery  was  the  result;  but  no  farther 
liarm  to  vessel  or  crew  -ensued.  A  worthy  fisherman,  in  a  huge  pair  of 
boots,  rushed  to  the  rescue  of  the  young  rascal  who  had  caused  the  mis- 
hap, and  when  pulling  him  out  of  the  '*  Slough  of  Despond  "  into  which 
he  had  (alien,  intimated  his  conviction  "  that  though  a  good  'nn  to  fly, 
he  was  a  darned  bad  'un  to  light" 

The  harbour  of  Scarborough,  such  as  it  is,  has  not  been  left  unsung; 
no,  Mark  Foster,  in  a  poem  y'dept  "  Scarborough,'*  after  descantiiiig 
on  its  size  and  vastness  in  terms  much  more  befitting  Cherbourg,  thus 
magniloquently  describes  its  construction:— 

•'Hills  of  rock 
Uptom  from  ocean's  bed,  where  fixed  they  slept 
In  beauteous  order  since  the  sea  was  formed. 
Returning  tides  thai  groan  heneatii  their  weight, 
Bear  home  to  Scarborough— Each  a  Delos  seems." 

•  Continued  from  page  452, 
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Te  gods  auil  little  fishes!— what  would  the  Pythian  Apolio  say,  could 
he  but  hear  his  birth  place — the  fairest  island  of  far-£amed  Cyolodea, 
likened  to  a  Yorkshire  boulder. 

The  morning  of  the  22nd,  2  a.m.,  brought  us  to  Old  Flamboroug'fa, 
flaming  away  like  a  good  *un.  The  etymology  of  this  famed  promou- 
tory  has  puzzled  antiquarians  not  a  little;  one  party  headed  by  tiie 
learned  Camden  will  have  it  derived  from  *•  Flam  *'  or  "  Flame,"  there 
having  been  from  the  earliest  days  a  watch  tower  here  from  which  lights 
were  exhibited  to  guide  ships;  another  derives  it  from  Flensborg  in  Deo* 
mark,  from  whence  the  Pirates  who  built  the  famous  fortification  called 
*' the  Danes  Dike,",  in  its  immediate  neighbourhood  came.  The  two 
derivadons  are  probably  both  equally  near  the  truth,  though  the  first 
has  certainly  the  advantage,  of  vraisemblanee^  but  the  vrai  in  philology 
as  in  other  things,  is  not  always  vraisemblable. 

By  6  am.  we  were  up  with  the  i^purn,  wind  still  fair  but  light.  Tliis 
remarkable  cape  is  believed  to  be  the  Ocelium  FromovUorium  of  Ptolemy, 
and  to  owe  its  present  name  to  a  corruption  of  the  Saxon  word  Spurieny 
to  look  out,  which  it  certainly  does  most  notably  do. 

What  is  now  the  long  lowinquisitive  mean  looking  spit  of  land,  called 
the  Spurn,  was  so  late  as  the  14th  century  the  site  of  the  flourishtng 
city  of  Ravenspur,  where  the  famous  family  of  De  la  Poles,  afterwards 
Earls  of  Suffolk,  long  flourished  as  merchants  before  their  migration  to 
Hull,  in  the  days  of  Edward  III.,  when  ^lliam  De  la  Pole  was  dubbed 
by  that  monarch  a  knight,  and  made  by  him  first  mayor  of  that  <Atj, 
'  This  city  of  Ravenspur  with  many  other  towns  and  villages  was  washed 
away  by  the  Humber  during  extraordinary  high  tides.  The  exact  date 
when  this  catastrophe  happened  is  not  recorded  by  historians.  To  look 
at  it  now,  one  would  think  the  cape  was  rapidly  following  the  city  and 
gradually  sinking  into  the  sea. 

FVom  the  Spurn  we  steered  a  course  which  took  us  midway  between 
the  bank,  called  the  Race,  and  the  Dudgeon  lightship;  we  were  abreast 
of  the  latter  by  2  p.m.,  having  met  and  passed  no  end  of  craf^  of  dl  sizes 
and  rigs,  including  a  fore  and  aft  schooner  yacht,  during  our  moming^s 
sail.  The  number  of  vessels  one  meets  along  the  East  coast  of  England 
from  the  Tyne  to  the  Thames,  though  it  no  doubt  adds  to  the  danger, 
certainly  increases  the  interest  in  no  small  degree.  Steering  inside  of 
Sherringham  Shoal,  we  passed  close  to  Cromer,  much  admiring  the 
handsome  tower  of  its  church,  which  rises  to  the  height  of  159  feet:  had 
I  been  the  arehitect  I  would  have  added  the  odd  foot  for  the  sake  of 
a  round  number.  In  passing  through  the  Would  and  Hasborough 
Gat,  the  wind  failed  us,  and   the  tide  being  done  we  were  obli^ged  to 
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isome  to^  with  a  whole  hoet  of  oolHen  in  oompsny  belbre  we  were  quite 
up  to  Winterton  Ness.  Opposite  to  oor  anchorage  ky  the  well  known 
Hasbofooi^h  Sands,  on  whioh  Lord  Yarborougfa's  yaoht,  the  Zoe,  was 
lost»  on  the  24tfa  of  May,  ld57,  having  drifted  on  the  Sands  in  a  calm. 
That  eTei3rthiDg  was  done,  that  oould  be  done  to  save  this  fine  vessel,  I 
do  not  doubt,  his  Lordship  iotimating  that  such  was  his  conviction  in  a 
letter  published  in  the  TtmeSy  shortly  ^ter  the  aooident;  but  why— • 
knowing  their  approach  to  the  shoal,  by  the  floating  lights  on  the  north 
end,  they  did  not  let  go  their  anchor,  I  never  could  clearly  understand. 
l>oubtle8S  there  were  some  good  reasons  for  it. 

Winterton  gives  the  title  of  Earl  to  the  family  of  Tumoar^  who  be- 
sides being  Irish  peers  have  the  additional  advantage  of  being  English 
Undlords,  having  considerable  estiftes  in  this  part  of  the  county  of  N<»« 
folk.  There  must  at  one  time  have  been  giants  as  well  as  earls  in 
this  neighbourhood,  for  a  bone  weighing  57  lbs.  and  3  feet  2  inches  in 
length  was  discovered  near  the  Ness,  and  pronounced  by  physiologists 
to  be  the  leg  bone  of  a  man.  If  this  individual  had  a  body  in  proper* 
^on  to  his  legs,  he  must  have  been  at  least  10  ^Mt  high. 

The  tide  tamed  at  2  a.m.,  on  the  23rd,  and  we  lost  no  time  in  lifting 
our  anchor  and  getting  underway  for  Yarmouth  Roads.  This  intrioate 
piece  of  navigation  we  entered  by  Cockle  Gat,  keeping  the  light  ship  on 
«ur  port  hand.  At  6  a.m.  we  were  passing  close  by  Yarmouth,  and  were 
much  amused  by  watching  the  evolutions  of  a  whole  regiment  of  soldiers 
bathing:  their  movements  regulated  by  the  notes  of  a  bugle,  just  as  if 
they  had  been  ashore.  Perhaps  they  were  undergoing  a  little  amphibious 
drill  to  enable  them  to  defend  the  coast  in  the  event  of  a  French  invasioo. 
We  passed  close  to  a  Trinity- House  yacht  with  an  invalid  light  vessel 
consecrated  to  St.  Nicholas,  the  patron  saint  of  Yarmouth,  in  tow.  A 
substitute  for  the  sick  ship  had  been  already  moored  in  the  entrance  to 
the  Roads,  known  by  the  name  of  St.  Nicholas'  Gat.  It  seems  hardly 
worth  while  dropping  the  final  ^^e"  in  this  word,  it  might  as  well  be 
written  *•  Gate  "  at  once. 

At  8h.  a.m.  we  were  passing  Lowestoft,  the  most  easterly  point  of 
Grea^  Britain,  and  famed  for  its  fishing  boats,  said  to  be  of  the  best 
onnstruction  in  England.  From  the  sea  it  has  the  appearance  of  being 
a  very  handsome  thriving  town,  with  many  elegant  new  houses  fronting 
the  sea.  We  faund  a  20- ton  cutter  at  anchor  off  the  pier-head,  and 
another  yacht  of  some  45  or  60  tons  coming  out  of  the  harbour.  We 
passed  Stamford  Gat  on  our  port  hand,  and  left  Yarmouth  Roads  by  Pake- 
field  Gat|  the  most  southerly  of  the  exits.  This  is  the  Gat  by  whioh  Mr. 
Hughes  on  his  return  from  his  last  eventful  cruise  to  the  Baltic  reached 
the  English  coast,  after  his  tremendous  tossing  in  the  North  Sea,  when 
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the  Little  Pet  was  all  but  lost  Where  is  the  Pet  now^  does  Bnyhoif 
know  ?  Does  she  still  flaunt  her  big^ topsail  under  the  "glimpses  of  ibm 
moon;"  or  has  she  gone  to  that  bourne  from  whieh  neither  yachts  nor 
travellers  retumr  Are  we  not  to  be  favoured  with  some  Chronicle  of 
the  doings  of  Mr.  Hughes  in  his  new  cutter  the  Sorella?  The  yachting 
world  is  impatient  for  another  of  his  cheery  pleasant  Logs.  We  are  aH 
but  humble  imitators,  he  is  the  true  craftsman,  the  only  writer  who  has 
been  aUe  to  give  the  reid  Baatical  zest  to  «  Narrative  of  Taebtiii|f 
Adventure. 

Between  Southwold  and  Aldborough  the  wind  feU  Kght  and  thea 
headed  us,  and  we  spent  all  the  day  in  beating  up  along  the  Sufiblk 
shore,  the  Lowestolb  yadit  a  little  way  astern  of  us.  She  was  a  hand* 
some  powerful  looking  cutter,  with  remarkably  well  cut  sails,  but  we  did 
not  learn  her  name.  A  party  of  ladiea  were  on  board,  and  we  hoped 
she  was  bound  for  Cherbourg  like  ourselves,  but  at  Orfordness  she^ept 
away  to  the  westward,  steering  probably  for  the  Thames,  as  she^carried 
the  burgee  of  the  ILT.T.C,  while  we  shaped  a  course  for  the  Shipwaah 
Floating  Light.  Aldborough  is  a  pleasant  looking  place,  and  a  very 
handsome  Italian  villa  at  its  north  end,  with  a  remarkably  octagonal 
building  in  the  centre  particularly  attracted  our  attention.  We  have 
since  learned  that  it  was  built  some  years  since  by  a  Mr.  Vernon,  and 
the  octagon  is  said  to  contain  a  room  of  fine  proportion  and  remarkable 
elegance.  The  river  Aide  behaves  in  rather  a  shabby  way  to  its 
named  daughter  the  town,  for  after  approaching  within  a|^hnndied 
yards  or  so,  it  turns  its  back  upon  it,  in  a  most  unceremenioaa 
manner,  as  if  the  river  had  suddenly  changed  its  mind  and  wished  to  cut 
the  town's  acquaintance:  it  then  steals  away  under  high  banks  of  shingle 
nearly  parallel  to  the  sea  for  a  good  many  miles,  and  at  length  after 
much  hesitation  pours  its  flood  into  the  ocean  in  HoUedey  Bay,  some 
way  to  the  south  of  Orfordness.  It  is  said  to  be  a  fine  river,  and  from 
the  width  and  depth  of  its  channel,  well  adapted  for  small  yachts  and 
boats,  the  more  especially  as  the  tides  are  very  easy. 

In  standing  to  the  southward  firom  Aldborough,  it  is  necessary  to  be 
eareful  to  avoid  a  bank  called  the  Napes,  on  the  port  hand,  and  another 
called  the  Ridge  on  the  starboard  hand.  On  both  these  shoals  there 
are  buoys^ 

A  marvellous  story  is  told,  bow  in  the  days  of  bloody  Queen  Mary,  the 
stony  beaches  on  the  coast  hereabouts  produced  during  a  fiunine  an 
abundant  harvest  of  peaSj  by  which  many  of  the  neighbouring  poor  were 
saved  fix>m  being  starved  to  death.  To  judge  by  the  soil  on  which  they 
grew  they  must  have  been  dry  eating,  and  rather  troublesome  to  hav» 
iu  one's  shoes  during  a  walk  to  Rome,  unless  previously  well  boiled. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

"*  It  flashes  far  the  ruddy  beam 
O'er  the  wild  Bnripus,  the  mshiog  stream.**— Bulweb. 

We  passed  the  Shipwash  Light  at  5h.  p.m.  on  Friday,  2drd  of  July. 
The  wind  was  then  S«  and  by  W.  blowing  a  stiff  breeze  and  freshening 
with  a  threatening  sky  and  falling  glass.  Reefed  mainsail,  shifted  jibs 
and  housed  topmast  After  passing  Shipwash  we  tacked  and  stood  to 
the  southward.  On  coming  on  deck>f^r  tea  a  light  was  visible  on  our 
starboard  beam,  which  my  first  hand  insisted  was  the  Kentish  Knocks 
this  I  was  satisfied  from  the  distance  we  had  made  since  passing  the 
Shipwash  it  could  not  be,  he  was  however,  very  positive,  but  a  very 
brisf  inspection  of  the  Admiralty  .Chart  satisfied  me  that  the  Light  in 
sight  was  the  Sunk,  at  the  mouth  of  the  East  Swin  Channel.  Another 
half  hour's  sailing  brought  us  in  sight  of  anpther  single*  Light,  on  the 
starboard  hand,  some  way  to  the  southward  of  our  position,  which  we 
had  no  difficulty  in  recognising  as  the  Kentish  Knock.  At  9h.  p.m. 
we  sighted  the  double  lights  of  the  Galloper,  nearly  abreast  of  us  on 
the  port  hand.  And  through  the  channel  between  these  two  cheering 
and  most  useful  lights,  we  thrashed  our  way  during  the  blustering  night 
against  a  head  wind,  and  a  turbulent  cross  sea.  So  bad  was  the  jerking 
during  part  of  it,  that  my  friend  A —  had  to  leave  his  berth  in  the  state- 
room, and  take  refuge  on  the  vacant  sofa  in  the  main  cabiu,  which  with 
the  weather  board  up  formed  a  couch,  in  whoae  narrow  dimensions  he 
lay  more  snugly  **  cabined,  cribbed,  confined  "  than  on  the  more  roomy 
and  springy  canvas  of  his  usual  resting  place.  At  midnight  we  sighted 
the  triple  Kght  at  the  north  end  of  the  Goodwin  Sands,  but  by  2h.  a.m. 
it  fell  dead  calm. 

At  8h.  a.m.  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  we  were  lying  becalmed  off 
the  middle  of  the  Goodwin,  with  the  strangely  shaped  buoys  which  mark 
the  outskirts  of  these  dangerous  quicksands  all  in  sight  Tradition 
founded  on  some  old  monkish  legends,  represent  these  sands  as  having 
been  originally  a  fertile  island,  containing  a  rich  and  valuable  estate, 
once  belonging  to  the  Great  Earl  Goodwin,  who  lived  in  the  days  of 
Edward  the  Confessor,  and  that  as  a  punishment  for  his  rebellion  against 
his  pious  master,  and  other  sins  and  enormities,  they  "  sanke  sodainly 
into  the  sea."  Probably  the  very  opposite  of  this  theory  is  nearer  the 
trathy  and  that  these  sands  instead  of  once  being  dry  were  at  one  time 
covered  with  deep  water,  and  that  it  was  only  after  a  sudden  eruption 
of  the  sea  into  Flanders  in  the  days  of  William  Rufus,  that  they  ap- 
peared. Although  fraught  with  much  danger  to  mariners,  these  sands 
are  not  without  their  use.     Wanting  them  one  of  the  most  famous 
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anchorages  in  England  wodd  be  valuelesBp  and  we  should  never  again 
be  able  to  sing 

*'  All  in  the  Downs  oar  fleet  laj  moored." 

At  lOh.  a.ni.  a  light  breeze  from  south-east  with  rain  sprung  up,  and 
we  kept  off  and  on  along  the  back  of  the  Sands  in  hopes  of  being  able 
to  clear  the  South  Sand  Head  Light-ship,  but  the  wind  was  light  and  the 
tide  against  us,  and  we  made  but  little  way.  We  had  the  cheery  ootn* 
panionship  of  a  handsome  Rotterdam  cutter  of  some  40  tons  full  of 
square  sterned  pilots,  looking  out  for  richly  ladened  Argosies  horn 
Batavia  and  other  ports  of  the  Dutch  East  Indies.  This  craf^  seemed 
resolved  that  no  one  should  mistake  her  identity,  for  she  had  her  name 
painted  in  letters  six  feet  high  across  her  mainsail.  We  gave  these 
Mynheers  credit  for  a  piece  of  politeness  they  did  not  deserve.  After 
we  had  been  in  company  some  hoursy  they  hoisted  the  Dutch  colours 
at  their  peak,  which  we  not  wishing  to  be  outdone  in  civility,  thovghi 
it  necessary  to  reply  to.  Alter  putting  ourselves  to  some  trouble 
to  find  an  ensign,  we  hoisted  it  and  then  dipped  it,  expecting  the 
pilot  cutter  to  do  the  saime,  but  these  phlegmatic  Dutchmen  took  ao 
notice  of  us  or  our  flag,  keeping  theirs  flying  iu  obvious  anxiety  to  catch 
the  eye  of  the  skipper  of  a  large  square-rigged  vessel  steering  up  Chan- 
nel. 

About  2  p.m.  we  passed  the  white  cliffs  of  the  South  Foreland,  and 
when  standing  off  the  land  got  a  distant  glimpse  of  Dover,  just  as  a 
fog  bank  was  settling  down  on  it.  A  number  of  coasters  had  come  out 
of  the  Downs  as  the  tide  turned,  in  the  hopes  of  working  down  Chan- 
nel;  but  the  afternoon  got  so  thick  we  soon  loet  sight  of  them  alL  Now 
and  then  an  old  brig  or  schooner  hove  in  eighty  like  a  murky  speotre 
stealing  out  of  the  fog,  as  we  crossed  each  other  on  opposite  taoka:  the 
wind  had  now  freshened,  arid  by  the  time  we  were  nearly  up  to  Dunge- 
ness  it  was  Uowing  fresh  from  S.  W.  and  the  sea  rising.  The  fog  cleared 
a  little  as  we  stood  into  the  bay  under  the  long  sandy  point,  and  ena- 
bled us  to  see  several  vessels  at  anchor.  We  turned  to  and  shortened  sail 
for  a^ard  thrash  down  Channel,  but  by  the  time  we  had  the  second 
reef  in  the  mainsail,  the  evening  looked  so  dirty,  that  we  resolved  to  let 
go,  and  stay  where  we  were  till  daylight.  Choosing  a  clear  billet  wet] 
in  shore  opposite  some  houses;  but  a  good  way  inside  of  the  lighthouse 
we  let  go  in  six  fathoms.  In  quick  succession  after  us  eame  in  all  the 
vessels  we  had  passed  since  leaving  the  South  Foreland,  and  following  our 
example  anchored.  The  wind  was  now  fast  rising,  and  the  roll  of  the  sea 
coming  round  the  point  increasing.  All  night  it  continued  to  increase, 
and  on   Sunday  morning  when  I  went  on  deck,  it  was  blowing  the 
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heaviest  gale  I  had  ever  seen  while  afloat:  it  was  impossible  to  keep  dry 
for  a  moment  on  deck  from  the  clouds  of  spray  whk$h  the  wind  drove 
over  the  little  vessel  as  her  bows  descended  into  the  white  foaming  bil- 
lows, which,  notwithstanding  her  short  distance  from  the  shore,  struck 
her  stem  in  quick  succession.  The  heavy  roll  taking  her  side  ways 
made  her  surge  at  her  anchor,  in  such  a  manner  that  we  were  in 
momentary  expectation  of  the  chain  parting.  We  did  all  we  could  to 
provide  for  such  a  catastrophe  by  having  a  second  anchor  all  ready  to 
let  go,  but  as  during  the  night  upwards  of  eighty  sail  of  vessels  had 
oome  to  under  the  Ness,  we  were  surrounded  on  all  sides,  and  must 
have  got  fool  of  the  hawse  of  some  one  or  other  of  our  neighbours  if  we 
had  either  dragged  or  parted.  Thanks  to  the  goodness  of  our  ground 
tackle  we  did  neither.  A  sloop  on  eur  starboard  quarter  was  not  so 
fortunate,  she  parted  her  ehun  on  Sunday  afternoon  just  as  the  gale  was 
breaking,  and  drove  away  down  among  the  ruck  of  vessels  till  we  lest 
sight  of  her. 

It  was  a  grand  sight  seeing  the  large  Indian  and  Australian  ships, 
passing  up  channel,  running  at  a  tremendous  rate  under  close  reefed 
topsails.  One  of  them,  when  It  had  moderated  a  little  about  7h.  p.m. 
on  Sunday  evening,  stood  in  and  backed  her  main  yard,  making  a  signal 
for  a  pilot.  A  cutter  under  doae  reefed  mainsail  and  the  smallest  of 
jibe,  and  a  Deal  lugger  anchored  near  us  went  out  to  meet  her,  but  the 
sea  was  still  too  heavy  to  board,  so  after  some  signalising  it  was  arranged 
that  the  Deal  boat  should  lead  the  big  ship  up  to  the  Downs,  and  away 
went  the  little' chap  no  ways  afraid,  keeping  ahead  of  his  big  companion 
with  great  apparent  ease.  The  halcyon  days  of  the  Deal  pilots  have 
departed,  steam  has  well  nigh  finished  them,  and  except  to  carry  off  an 
anchor  now  and  then  to  a  ship  riding  hard  in  the  Downs,  their  occupa- 
tion is  nearly  gone.  It  was  stated  at  a  meeting  lately  held  at  Deal, 
in  order  to  devise  aome  means  for  their  relief,  that  they  are  now  suffer- 
ing great  hardships  ham.  want  of  employment,  and  suffering  too  in 
secret,  making  no  noise  about  their  grievances.  They  were  a  grasping 
race  in  their  day,  and  loved  to  make  the  most  of  a  job,  when  they  got 
the  chance,  yet  one  must  regret  the  decadence  of  the  craft,  for  they  were 
bold  and  skilful  seamen,  and  saved  much  valuable  property  and  many 
useful  fives.  Falconer  did  them  no  more  than  justice  in  his  Shipwreck, 
when  he  sang: — 

«*  Fearless  they  combat  every  hostile  wind, 
Wheeling  in  mazy  tracks,  with  course  inclin'd. 
Expert  to  moor,  where  terrors  line  the  road. 
Or  win  the  anchor  from  iU  dark  ahode." 
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We  were  anxious  to  have  oommniiicated  with  the  shore  during  Saodajt 
trat  not  a  vessel  of  all  the  hundred  sail  that  lay  roddng  under  that  baie 
Bandy  spit,  dare  launch  a  boat  Our  anxious  friends  had  therefore  to 
remun  some  days  longer  in  suspense  as  to  our  whereabouts. 

On  Sunday  afternoon  the  glass  which  had  fitdlen  considerably  below 
29*  during  the  gale,  began  to  rise  and  the  sky  to  clear,  giving  every 
prospect  of  a  good»  day  on  the  morrow.  We  afterwards  learned  that 
during  the  height  of  this  gale  on  the  Sunday  morning,  12  vessels  had 
foundered  not  very  hr  from  where  we  were,  and  we  could  not  but  foel 
thankful  that  we  had  not  been  caught  in  a  more  exposed  position,  had 
it  burst  upon  us  where  we  where  the  previous  night,  in  the  narrow  Chan- 
nel between  the  Galloper  and  the  Kentish  Knock,  we  must  have  nm 
for  it.  To  heave  to,  we  had  no  ro6m,— and  shelter  must  have  been 
sought  in  Yarmouth  Roads.  I  have  never  yet  had  occasion  to  run  a 
sharp  heeled  yacht  before  a  heavy  gale;  it  has  always  appeared  to 
me  the  point  on  which  they  are  likely  to  behave  worst.  An  old 
friend,  a  naval  officer  of  great  yachting  experience,  tells  me  that  he 
once  scudded  with  a  forty  tonner  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  during  a  very 
heavy  blow,  and  that  he  found  his  cutter  did  best  under  head  sails 
alone,  every  thing  aft  being  closely  lashed  down.  In  his  opinion  tiie 
ordinary  idea  that  it  is  necessary  to  carry  a  press  of  canvas  to  keep  the 
vessel  a  head  of  the  following  sea,  is  in  the  case  of  yachts,  founded 
on  a  fallacy,  and  is  more  likely  to  do  mischief  than  good.  With 
plenty  of  sea  room,  heave  to  in  time,  it  is  always  the  safest  course. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

"*  Deep  in  her  draught,  and  warlike  in  her  length, 
She  seemed  a  lea  wasp  speeding  thro'  the  waves.*'— Dxtdxit* 


The  morning  of  Monday,  the  26th  July,  saw  us  underway  at  6 1 
the  wind  still  blowing  fresh  from  the  westward,  and  nearly  right  in  our 
teeth.  With  the  exception  of  a  screw  steamer  not  a  craft  showed  any 
symptoms  of  quitting  the  shelter  of  Dungeness  until  thbgs  looked  moie 
promising.  Anxious  to  get  on,  we  boldly  doubled  the  point,  and  were 
met  by  a  very  nasty  sea,  which  induced  certain  weak  stomachs  on  board 
to  recommend  a  return  to  our  old  anchorage  for  the  day.  However  we 
had  the  tide  with  us,  and  the  breeze  tho*  against  us  was  fresh  and  steady, 
80  the  orden  were  <*  taut  sheets^"  and  we  commenced  a  tough  battle  for 
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fetftofgffovnd  iRek.ooiild  gaiii»  vUoh  wodd  briogiit.iiMiwr.dieUe.of 
Wight,  our  prweni  dertiiMtion,  Thovgfa  "DangBUBU  Btij  it  Toy  q^en, 
it  affords  oapttd  ahelter  so  long,  as  the  wind  is  to  the  west  of  sooth*  la 
the  centre  of  the  sandy  spit  forming  the  bay  is  the  littie  town  o£  Lyddi 
boasting  »  ehnroh  with  a  handsone  sqaare  tower;  and  immediately  be* 
yond  begins  the  traot  of  low  wetland  known  as  Ronney  Marshes.  Oa. 
passing  the  lighthonse  we  opened  np  Rye  Bay  on  the.  west  side  o£  ihe 
Ness.  Here  in  east  wands  similar  pioteetion  may  be  had  as  on  Ae  other, 
dde  m  west  Rye  at  the  month  of  the  river  Rother  is  a  phce  of  some 
little  importanee,  having  risen  on  the  nuns  of  its  neighhoor  ^^nnchelaBa» 
oooe  a  leading  member  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  then  notorioas  for  its 
piiades,  now  a  paltry  village  probably  wiAoat  a  ship  belonging  to  it 
Thanks  to  the  mgeauity  of  one  of  its  olergymen  abont  the  beginning 
of  the  present  eentuiy,  who  invented  a  peculiar  dam  lor  its  improvemeofti 
the  harbour  of  Rye  is  now  a  tderaUy  good  one,  and  affords  pretty  lur 
shelter  when  once  in.  It  has  been  move  meroiftil.  to  our  Hanoverian 
menarchs  than  Mr.  Thaoksray,  for  both  the  1st  and  2nd  Georges  finrnd 
a  reAige  here  when  caught  out  in  bad  weather  on  their  way  home  from 
their  continental  dominions.  Had  Mr.  Thackeray  been  harbour^master 
I  doubt  if  the  royal  yachts  would  have  got  admission. 

It  took  us  the  best  part  of  bx  hours  to  thrash  the  cutter  along  the 
Sussex  coasts  against  the  heavy  head  sea  to  Has&gs.  This  town  once 
held  the  foremost  place  ainong  the  (Snque  Ports,  and  was  obliged  to  iiir- 
nlsh  twenty-one  ships  ftally  armed  and  equipped  for  war;  and  each  manned 
by  twenty*one  able  seamen.  It  is  relnarkfble  that  of  all  the  original 
Cinque  Ports,  vii.:  Hastings^  Sandwich^  Romney,  Hythe,  and  Doveiv 
(Rye  and  Winchelsea  were  added  afterwards,)  the  latter  is  the  only  one 
now  possessed  of  a  harbour:  Hastings  lost  hers  in  the  days  of  good 
Queen  fiess^  when  the  piers  were  destroyed  during  a  violent  tempest,-— 
the  ruins  of  them  may  still  be  seen  at  low  water  near  the  present  fort 
Many  valuable  privileges  were  granted  by  Edward  the  Confessor  and 
others  of  our  ancient  monarohs  to  the  Cinque  Ports,  from  whose  re- 
souiloes  indeed  most  of  our  early  navies  were  drawn.  Their  freemen 
were  basbos,  and  entitled  to  walk  at  the  ooronation;  and  eat  with  the 
sovereign  after,  a  privilege,  the  enjoyment  of  which,  the  EUtftings  fisher- 
men, albeit  most  sJalful  boatmen  as  they  are,  would  scarce  think  nowa- 
days of  claiming*  The  uniform  of  the  crews  of  the  Cinque  Ports  ships 
is  wiNthy  the  attention  of  yachtsmen:  in  the  days  of  Blnff  Kmg  Hal,  it 
was  cfdered  that  every  person  who  went  into  the  Nary  of  the  Ports,*—* 
**  should  have  a  cote  of  whyte  eetyn,  with  n  red  crosss^  and  the  arms  of 
the  Portia  underneath,  that  is  to  say,  the  half  lyon  and  the  lialf  shippe«'' 
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At  Cherbourg  some  o£  the  smtrtest  boats'  crews  we  saw  ware  drsssed 
Teiy  mvtth  in  this  siyle,  though  the  blazoniDg  was  more  geoerallj  blue 
than  red.  White,  so  long  as  it  is  white,  is  the  prettiest  oostame  a 
yacht's  crew  can  hare. 

Hastings  and  its  prolongation  St  Leonards,  have  a  magnificent  aspect 
from  the  sea,  lofty  and  spacious  houses  front  the  beadi,  and  doubtless 
the  influx  of  a  bathing  and  pleasure  seeking  population  has  quite  made 
up  for  the  loss  of  its  harbour  and  fSsded  honors  as  a  Cinque  Port. 

For  some  time  we  had  remarked  a  white  sail  woi^ing  along  the  land 
astern  of  us  and  slowly  gaining  ground.  At  first  we  took  her  for  a  large 
yacht,  but  on  her  drawing  nearer  we  made  her  out  to  be  a  handsome 
Revenue  cmiser  that  had  anchored  near  us  under  Dungeuess.  Her  great 
siae  and  weight  gave  her  the  heels  of  our  little  craft  in  the  heavy  bead 
sea,  but  we  were  reselved,  we  would  do  our  best  to  keep  the  lead,  so 
giving  a  set  up  to  our  jib  and  peak  purchases  we  put  our  best  band  to 
Uie  helm,  and  taking  tack  for  tack  along  shore  we  kept  the  weather 
gage  till  we  reached  EU»tboume,  where  the  wind  freshening  veiy  con- 
nderaUy,  enabled  her  at  length  to  go  ahead  of  us.  She  was  a  fine  k>ng 
showy  cutter,  and  but  for  the  g^reen  punt  inside  ^her  bulwarks  might 
have  very  well  passed  for  a  yacht»  which  cannot  be  averred  of  many  of 
these  vessels,  they  not  being  in  general  an  ornament  to  Her  Majesty^s 
Navy- 

The  coast  between  Hastings  and  Eastbourne  is  low,  and  easily  acces- 
sible, it  is  therefore  no  wonder  that  the  alarmists,  who  in  the  days  of 
the  first  Napoleon  lived  in  perpetual  terror  of  a  French  invasion,  planted 
here  in  great  profusion  those  melancholy  mementoes  of  folly  and  extra- 
vagance—liartelio  towers.  There  is  however,  an  excuse  for  the  ab- 
surdity here,  if  anywhere,  for  the  only  successful  French  invasion  ever 
made  or  likely  to  be  made  as  bug  as  Britain  is  mistress  of  the  seas,  was 
efiected  at  Pevensey,  about  eight  miles  to  the  westward  of  Hastings,  by 
William  Duke  of  Normandy.  Here  besides  the  Martello  towers,  there 
are  the  much  more  picturesque  ruins  of  an  ancient  castle;  but  whether 
it  boasts  the  Conqueror  as  its  founder,  is  now  unknown.  Pevensey  is  alto 
remarkable  as  the  birthplace  of  the  fitther  of  all  the  mountebanks,  Andrew 
Borde,  or  Andreas  Perforatus,  as  he  liked  to  style  himsel£  He  was 
physician  to  Henry  the  VIII.,  and  used  to  frequent  fiun  and  other 
places  of  public  resort  where  he  puffed  his  nostrums  in  such  a  quunt  and 
amusing  wsy  that  he  was  nicknamed  Merry  Andrew,  and  through  him 
the  name  has  descended  by  many  a  generation  of  quacks  and  buffoons 
to  Dr.  Dulcamara  and  our  own  times*  Like  many  of  Jus  suooesson, 
poor  Andrew,  no  longer  menyy  died  in  prison. 
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Eastbourne  is  a  showy  WBtering  plaee,  with  some  rery  splendid  streets, 
like  bits  of  Pimlico  carried  down  by  express  train;  placed  under  Beacby 
Heady  it  must  be  quite  sheltered  from  the  western  blast  We  found 
here  two  brigs  and  a  small  screw  steamer  at  anchor;  the  latter  was  the 
queerest  looking  thing  erer  seen,  it  had  a  beak  like  a  Roman  trireme, 
a  body  of  intense  ugliness,  and  a  smoke  stack  about  the  diameter  of  our 
galley  funneli  but  about  six  times  the  height,  placed  over  the  tafirail  like 
a  misen  mast:  she  looked  as  if  she  had  been  constructed  for  some  sort 
of  canal;  but  as  there  is  nothing  of  the  sort  hereabouts  it  puzzled  us 
much  to  know  what  she  was  doing  on  so  open  a  coast:  if  the^wind  Toered 
round  a  point  or  two  to  the  south,  her  chance  of  leaving  her  bones  on 
Eastbourne  beach  was  pretty  considerable.  Probably  the  loss  would  not 
,  have  been  great  either  to  her  owners  or  the  public  at  large. 

Beachy  Head  with  its  ^ven  chalky  cliffs,  the  highest  675  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  se^i,  is  a  magnificent  promontory;  the  finest  probably 
along  the  south  coast  of  England,  but  by  no  means  equal  to  Noss  Head 
in  Shetland,  either  in  elevation  or  grandeur  of  form.  On  the  west  side 
of  it  there  is  shown  a  strange  dwelling  scooped  out  of  the  solid  chalk, 
consisting  of  two  apartments,  with  a  window  over  the  entrance,  and  to 
which  there  is  an  ascent  by  steps  cut  in  the  cliff:  it  rejoices  in  the  name 
of  *'  Parson  Darby's  Hole,"  after  a  minister  of  the  parish,  who  in  the 
beginning  of  last  century  retired  to  this  queer  habitation  to  escape  the 
scolding  of  a  drunken  wife.  The  cold  and  damp  proved  more  deadly 
even  than  "  Curtain  Lectures,"  for  after  two  years  residence  he  was 
found  speechless  by  some  fishermen,  and  on  his  removal  to  a  more  civil* 
ised  dwelling  died.  Not  the  least  remarkable  part  of  the  story  is  that, 
during  his  residence  here,  the  worthy  parson  never  left  his  den,  but  to 
preach  on  Sundays. 

The  tide  was  now  running  suong  to  the  eastward,  and  off  Beachy  Head 
it  raised  a  very  heavy  sea,  the  cutter  pitching  bowsprit  under  repeatedly. 
We  thought  of  letting  go  our  anchor  beside  the  odd  looking  steamer  in 
Holywell  Bay  under  the  protection  of  the  Head,  where  the  water  was 
smooth;  but  as  the  Revenue  cruiser  held  on  her  way  rejoidng,  standing 
well  out  to  sea  to  shun  the  tide,  we  did  the  same;  before  leaving  the 
protection  of  the  Head,  she  hauled  a  reef  down,  a  precaution  we  had 
already  taken.  We  followed  our  warlike  companion  unUl  we  had  got 
an  offing  of  some  six  or  eight  miles,  when  we  tacked  and  stood  to  the 
westward  again:  we  fetched  in  with  the  land  again  near  Newhaven,  a 
rising  port  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ouse,  accessible  at  full  tide  to 
vessels  of  considerable  burden,  and  now  the  point  of  departure  for  the 
steam-packets  for  Prance  by   the  Dieppe  route.     Here  the  wind  un- 
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fertmiateiy  Ml  light,  and  we  did  not  mwh  Brighton  till  after  nigiitlBtf . 
Howerer,  the  splendid  appewaiiee  of  the  loog  rows  of  hksng  g««liglito 
extending  tot  eeyeittl  miles  in  straight  lines  along  the  shoWy  nuide  «ip 
hi  no  eoudl  degree,  for  being  deprired  of  the  sight  of  sneh  ekjgnsft 
arohiteetaral  anomalies  as  the  PaYilion  and  its  oongenera.     The  ingM 
was  H  lorely  one,  illomined  by  a  fell  moon,  her  hrillianey  as  she  rose 
from  her  ooean  bed,  dispersing  a  thin  drapery  of  haxe  wfaioh  ineiled  hmr 
loveliness,  I  hare  in  these  Northern  regions  hardly  ever  seen  eqoalM. 
A  gentle  hreeie  from  the  south  now  set  onr  sails  asleep,  and  enabled  na 
to  steal  slowly  aloog  past  Shoreham,  bnt  without  se^ng  it     We  then 
hauled  off  the  land,  steering  a  course  toelear  the  Owers. 

At  6  a.m^  on  Uie  morning  of  INiesday  the  27th  of  July,  we  were  in 
sight  of  the  lightship,  wind  from  the  S.E.,  glass  fftlling  and  threatemi^ 
lain.  At  10  a.m.  off  Culver  Cliff  at  the  east  end  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  set 
squaresail  and  gaff-topsatl,  and  ran  fast  up  the  Solent.  Met  large  screw 
three-decker  without  masts  coming  out  to  try  her  speed,  she  seemed  to 
he  an  old  sailing  ship  altered  into  a  steamer,  which  are  not  found  to  be 
a  satisfactory  class  of  yessels.  We  kept  away  for  Portsmouth  to  aee  die 
Squadron  collected  there  to  aeoompaoy  Her  Majesty  to  Cherbour^g,  and 
were  all  mu^h  delighted  with  our  sail  through  these  mighty  floating 
castles.  A  mere  minnow  among  these  Tritons  we  found  our  competitor 
the  Rerenue  cndser  at  anchw,  but  with  her  mainsail  still  uastowed,  and 
apparently  not  long  in.  As  we  drew  up  the  Solent  we  met  and  passed 
many  yadits  cruinng  and  at  anchor:  among  others  the  handsome  Ursa- 
line,  it  was  quite  a  treat  seeing  the  shipshape  way  in  which  her  fine 
crew  set  her  large  topsail,  which  they  did  just  as  we  passed  them.  I 
never  saw  more  beanttful  sails  either  in  cut  or  material  on  any  TCsseL 

In  Cowes  Roads  we  found  the  Queen's  yacht  and  a  whole  ieet  of  the 
**Dh  Mimores^  of  the  Royal  Tacht  Squadron  at  andior.  We  passed 
them  and  steered  right  up  the  harbour  cbming  to  opposite  Mr.  Ratsey's 
Building  Yard.  The  beautifiil  Marina  was  lying  inside  of  us,  and  we 
thought  if  there  was  water  enough  for  her,  there  would  be  so  for  us. 
When  the  tide  ebbed  we  found  out  our  mistake  as  we  only  ebbed  a  foot  or 
mghfeen  inches  af^  and  as  the  ground  was  quite  soft,  we  thought  it  unnes* 
sary  to  shift  our  berth,  as  we  lay  rery  conreniently  for  a  landing  place. 

In  the  afternoon  it  became  rery  Wet,  and  during  the  night  it  blew 
great  guns  from  the  N.E.  The  first  bad  weather  the  inhabitants  said 
they  bad  had  for  long.  The  gale  we  esperienced  on  the  Saturday  and 
Sunday  seemed  to  haye  been  but  Ittde  felt  here.  Indeed  Cowes  is  so 
sheltered  east,  south,  and  west,  that  nothing  but  the  blast  of  tnde  Boreas 
can  touch  it. 
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DUNOON  AND  KIKN  REGATTA 

Tbm  regfttta — ^which  was  to  come  off  on  Friday,  Sept.  17tb,  bat  was  post- 
poned owing  to  an  accident  occurring  to  the  Commodore's  yacht,  Ben  Neris 
getting  on  the  Gantock  rocks — ^took  place  on  the  Saturday.  The  Ben  Nevis 
having  been  got  off  shortly  after  4h.  p.  m.  on  Friday,  none  the  worse — waa 
moored  off  the  shore  about  half-way  between  Dunoon  and  Eim.  She  was 
gaily  decorated  with  colours,  and  on  board  were  J.  Lockett,  Esq.,  Capt.  R. 
W.  Toung,  W.  B.  Foulds,  Esq.,  A.  G.  Schaw.  Esq.,  R.  Knox,  jun.  Esq. 
The  day  was  fine,  and  the  turn  out  of  yachts  and  sailing-boats,  considering 
the  lateness  of  the  sesson  was  large.  Amongst  them  was  observed  a  sailing 
boat  belonging  to  the  Commodore,  which  was  particularly  remarked  owing 
to  its  peculiarity  of  rig,  and  the  ease  and  swiftness  of  its  sailing. 

Along  the  shores  were  numerous  groups  of  spectators.  The  torn  out  of 
polling-boats  was  very  small,  in  some  instances  two  boats  being  with  diffi- 
culty persuaded  to  run.  This,  we  are  sure,  was  not  in  consequence  of 
want  of  boats,  but  through  the  backwardness  of  their  owners  in  bringing 
them  out.  The  course  for  sailing  boats  was  from  the  Commodore's  yacht 
round  the  buoy  off  Kim,  thence  to  Patten's  moorings,  near  Inellan,  and 
back  to  the  yacht ;  for  Ing-sail-boats  and  pulling-boats  from  the  yacht  round 
the  buoy  off  Kirn  Pier,  thence  round  the  buoy  off  Dunoon  Pier  and  back 
to  the  yacht. 

By  Open  Sailing-boats  not  exceeding  24  feet.  Time  race — ^four  minutes 
allowed  per  hour  per  foot.  First  prize  ^2.  second  do.  158.  Open  to  boats 
of  Cowai  district. 

The  following  started:— Arrow  18  feet,  Ferguson,  Kilmun,  1;  Fly-by- 
Night,  16  feet.  Train,  Dunoon,  2.  The  Arrow  made  the  distance  in  2  hours 
41  minutes  0  seconds.  The  Fly-by-Night  in  2  hours  and  48  minutes.  The 
Fly-by-Night,  although  she  took  1  minute  and  30  seconds  longer  than  the 
Arrow  in  running  the  course  was  allowed  time  10  minutes  and  45  secondsy 
thus  gaining  the  race  by  9  minutes  and  5  seconds.  The  race  was  most 
exciting. 

Gig  race,  with  4  Oars  not  exceeding  23  feet  over  all,  pulled  by  residents 
of  Dunoon  and  Kim.  First  prize,  £2;  second  do.  15s.  Mayflower  23  feet 
Brown,  Kim,  1 ;  Blue  Bonnet  18  feet,  Harkaess,  Dunoon,  2. 

This  was  a  very  good  race  ;  Mayflower  coming  in  first  about  twenty  yards 
ahead  of  Blue  Bonnet.  The  Star  of  Cowal  was  entered,  but  did  not  ruUt 
haying  broken  her  radder  before  starting. 

Lug  Sail  race,  under  20  feet.    Time  race.     One  minute  per  foot    First 
prize,  £1;  second  do.  lOs.     Open  to  boats  of  Dunoon  and  Kilmun  parish. 
The  following  boats  belonging  to  Dunoon,  started  at  2b.  30m.  p.m.: — 
Matilda,  17  feet,  A.  Cameron,  1;  Hero,  16  feet,  J.  Sinclair,  2;  Rover,  15 
feet.  W.  Carswell,  3;  Eliza  Jane,  13  feet,  R,  CampbeU,  4. 

This  was  a  good  start,  the  boats  keeping  very  close  till  turning  the  Kim 
buoy,  when  they  got  scattered,  and  after  fully  one  hour  and  a  half  beatiiig 
ab<nit)  the  Matilda  came  in  first,  the  others  were  far  behind. 
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Boats  with  4  Oars,  notions  than  18  feet.  First  prize,  iBl;  second  do. 
78.  6d.     Entrance  Is.     Open  to  boats  ofCowal  district. 

The  following  Dunoon  boats  entered:— 

Wave,  J.  Paton,  1;  Blue  Bonnet,  Harkness,  2;  Swallow,  Turner,  3. 

The  Wave  took  the  lead  and  kept  it,  coming  in  first  by  about  J  00  yards. 
Between  Blue  Bonnet  and  Swallow  the  contest  was  very  keen,  the  former 
coming  in  about  20  yards  ahead  of  the  Swallow. 

Boats  with  4  Oars,  not  less  than  20  feet.  First  prize,  £l  ;  second  do. 
7s.  6d.  Entrance  Is.  Open  to  boats  of  Cowal  district.  The  contesting 
boats  were  Sir  Colin,  A.  M'Ewan,  Kim;  Attempt,  Paton,  Kirn. 

This  was  a  very  pretty  race,  the  boats  being  well  matched.  They^ept 
close  together,  the  Sir  Colin  winning  only  two  boat-lengths  ahead. 

Sailing  boats  not  more  than  22  feet,  any  rig,  sailed  by  residents  of  Dnnoon 
or  Kim.    birst  prize  30s.;  second  do.  12s.  6d.     Entrance  2s. 

For  this  the  following  started: — 

Arrow,  18  feet,  Furguaon,  4h.  52m.  30s.  Fly-by -Night,  16  feet,  Train, 
4h.  53m.  3(>s.  Alice,  20  feet,  J.  Lockett,  Esq.,  4h.  55m.  308. 

The  latter  vessel  was  gunter  rigged.  It  being  the  first  introduction  of 
that  rig  in  this  quarter. 

In  consequence  of  being  becalmed  the  boats  did  not  come  in  until  after 
7  o'clock,  so  were  not  timed.  It  was  proposed  that  the  race  be  resailed 
another  day.  Several  other  boat  and  punt  races  concluded  the  aquatic 
amusements. 

The  land  sports  consisted  of  foot  racing,  sack  racing,  wheelbarrow  racing, 
and  climbing  the  greased  pole  ;  after  which  there  was  a  display  of  fireworks 
both  on  shore  and  on  board  the  Commodore's  yacht. 


PRINCE  OF  WALES  YACHT  CLD3  DINNER. 

Th^  annual  dinner  of  this  Club  was  held  at  the  Freemason's  Tavern,  Gt. 
Queen  Street,  on  Monday  November  15th,  which  ,| was  as  usual  very  well 
attended — the  Commodore  (R.  Hewett,  Esq  )  in  the  chair,  Vice-commodore 
(E.  ELnibbs,  Esq.)  in  the  vice  chair.  After  the  removaljoftbe  cloth,  and 
the  customary  loyal  toasts  drank,  the  Commodore  said: — ^  I  am  going  to 
give  you  a  toast  that  will  ensure  bumpers.  I  am  quite  sure  the  mention  of 
it  will  induce  you  to  fill  your  glasses  to  the  brim.  We  have  drunk  many 
toasts  to  others  with  becoming  feeling,  we  are  now  about  to  drink  one  to 
ourselves,  or  to  the  Club  to  which  we  belong,  to  the  association  coll«»ctively 
of  which  we  individually  form  parts.  The  toast  is,  therefore,  one  that  comes 
home  nearly  and  dearly  to  our  own  hearts,  *  The  Success  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales  Yacht  Club',  and  I  wish  you,  with  the  spirit  in  which  I  troly  give 
it,  traly  to  do  justice  to  it.  For  some  few  years— that  is  ever  since  its 
establishment,  we  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  goon  successfully,  we  have 
S«d  very  little  trouble  to  meet  our  debts,  and  something  to  spare  when  wo 
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liad  met  them.  We  had  also,  what  is  better  still,  we  had  something  more 
valuable,  we  had  the  good  wishes  and  good  feelings  of  all  oar  members. 
Gradaally  we  subsided  into  what  would  be  called  a  well- to -do  club,  and 
settled  down  like  shopkeepers  who  had  established  a  good  business.  We 
seemed  to  say  it  is  all  right,  this  will  do  for  us  now,  we  will  take  no  more 
trouble,  or  now  we  will  take  our  ease.  Now  I  know  our  position  is  unques- 
tionably good,  but  I  think  we  have  not  done  right  in  settling  down  as  we 
have  done — we  have  become  too  eas}*  about  our  position  too  soon.  My 
opinion  ia,  it  is  very  certain,  if  we  become  lax  we  shall  become  small  and 
dwindle  away,  and  never  wake  up  from  our  lethargy  till  we  find  the  enemy 
at  the  door.  It  becomes  us  still  to  increase  our  numbers,  for  members  still 
to  attend  the  meetings,  and  to  apply  themselves  to  the  continued  advance- 
ment of  the  Club.  We  have  enjoyed  success,  welfare,  and  prosperity,  cume  : 
and  help  us  to  maintain  it.  **  (Loud  Cheers.) 

Mr.  Legg  proposed  the  Commodore's  health  in  nearly  the  following  words: . 
I  have  to  bring  before  your  notice  a  subject  worthy  of  your  consideration 
in  many  respects.  The  name  of  the  gentleman  is  one  that  will  be  received 
with  great  favour.  He  is  most  truly  the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  He 
is  a  thorough  seaman ;  he  is  always  ready  to  enter  his  yachts  both  on  the 
river  and  the  sea,  and  does  all  he  can  to  support  the  interests  of  yachting. 
Sometimes  he  wins,  and  always  does  his  best  to  win.  He  does  not  mind 
facing  a  whole  gale  of  wind  in  the  North  Seas  in  connexion  with  the  fisheries. 
If  he  has  not  a  boat  of  his  own  in  the  match,  and  is  umpire  of  the  day,  he 
is  as  perfect  at  that  as  at  everything  else  ;  his  decisions  are  always  dictated 
by  equity  and  wisdom.  He  is  a  man  whom  we  all  love,  and  who  is  entitled 
to  our  best  and  kindest  wishes.  The  more  we  know  of  him  the  better  we 
lil^  him ;  and  long  may  he  continue  to  be  our  Commodore,  and  we  cannot 
do  better  than  drink  his  health. 

The  Commodore  returned  thanks. 

Mr.  Burney  remarked  .* — A  good  deal  has  been  said  about  our  excellent 
Commodore,  and  the  same  may  be  said  with  equal  truth  about  our  Vice. 
He  is  a  thorough  yachtsman,  a  good  man,  and  we  ought  to  be  proud  of  him. 
Our  naval  superiority  is  owing  to  our  yachts  and  yachtsmen,  and  therefore 
we  ought  to  cherish  those  who  aid  in  the  good  cause ;  our  Vice-commodore 
like  our  Commodore,  is  among  the  first  and  foremost  in  promoting  sport 
and  whenever  any  duty  falls  upon  him  he  discharges  it  with  zeal,  faithfulness 
and  ability. 

The  Vice- commodore  briefly  returned  thanks. 

These  were  followed  by  "  the  health  of  P.  Turner,  Esq.,  Treasurer," 
who  returned  thanks  in  a  neat  speech)  ^'Sadlier,  Esq.,  Hon-Secretary** 
"The  Cup-bearer  and  Sailing  Committee"  "The  Stewards,"  "The  Vi- 
sitors,** and  *' The  Ladies"  followed.  Mr.  Taylor's  band  of  vocalists,  who 
were  engaged  for  the  occasion,  gave  great  satisfaction. 
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Waht8  of  a  Yacbtbmax. 

8iB. — **Bob8tay**  is  a  straight  up  and  down  manly  ftUow,  and  tboogb  *'fr 
thorough  water  dog,**  he  does  not  like  some  gentlemen  who  are  sea  rick  as 
soon  as  their  firiends  yacht  is  close  hauled,  profess  to  be  "  well  posted  op"  in 
eyerything  nautical,  but  asks  for  assistance  through  your  columns. 

'*Kipping*s  Elements  of  Sail- making"  published  by  C.  Wilson,  Leadenhall 
Street,  is  a  standard  work  on  '*  cutting  and  roping  canvas.**  The  art  of 
making  masts,  yards,  gaffb  kc^  by  the  same  publisher,  is  though  somewhat 
antiquated  an  exceedingly  practical  book. 

*^Peakes  Is.  Hudimentary  Treatise  on  Ship  building,**  is  a  capital  work, 
and  these  with  **  Marett's  Yachts  and  Tacht  Building**,  «« Lord  R.  Monta- 
gue," **Folkard's  Sailing  Boat,**  with  *"  The  Yachting  Magaaine"  will  fbm 
a  very  fair  library  for  a  Young  Yachtsman. 

Chapman*s  Theory  may  be  worked  out  without  logarithnu,  but  it  would 
iuTolre  five  times  as  many  figures,  as  well  as  be  more  complex,  but  if**  Bob- 
stay"  will  engage  the  assistance  of  a  Mathematical  Teacher  fbi  a  few  hours, 
he  will  find  that  Logarithms  are  not  much  more  diflicolt  to  understand  than 
*'  Log-lines"  and  infinitely  more  easy  than  the  '*  Log  of  a  Tipsy  Skipper." 

As  to  the  best  thing  to  put  on  a  ship's  bottom  to  look  like  copper,  I  used 
to  paint  mine,  which  was  of  iron,  up  to  the  water  line  with  a  nuxture  of  red 
and  white  lead,  embrowned  by  a  little  lamp  black.  This  is  not  only  the 
cheapest  but  the  most  dumble  of  pigments.  I  first  saw  it  used  by  the 
Engineer  of  the  Liverpool  Docks  many  years  ago,  and  I  have  since  adopted 
it  for  carts,  ploughs,  gates,  &c.,  whether  of  wood  or  iron. 

For  Iron  vessels,  however,  a  mixture  of  black  lead  and  tallow,  toned  with 
a  little  red  lead,  though  not  nearly  so  durable  as  the  above,  approxiraatea 
more  to  the  smoothness  of  copper,  and  is  decidedly  better  fat  match-satfing. 
To  prevent  mildew  in  cotton  sails,  I  should  suggest  their  being  steeped  in  a 
weak  solution  of  *<  Corrosive  Sublimate"  (Bichloride  of  Mercury.)  I  have 
never  applied  it  to  sails,  but  have  found  it  efibctive  for  similar  purposes. 

I  have  used  light  calico  instead  of  dock,  but  do  not  recommend  it,  as  I 
have  seen  it  split  into  rags,  before  it  had  been  in  use  twelve  months,  by  a 
very  light  capful  of  wind.  If  it  is  used  the  narrower  the  cloth  is,  the  better 
the  sail  will  stand,  and  the  stronger  it  will  be. 

False  seams  are  not  really  "shipshape**  and  I  would  avoid  them  as  I 
would  anything  else  that  was  Fake  and  Sham, 

November  2BrdL  Yours  truly,  Ton  Too. 

SzE«^Yonr  correspondent  in  last  number,  who  wishes  information  as  to  the 
sisa  of  masts,  spars,  &q^  required  for  yachts,  and  also  as  to  the  best  material 
for  paying  the  bottoms  of  such  as  are  not  coppered,  will  find  much  infiHr- 
mation  on  these  subjects  m  the  volumes  IL  and  IIL  of  this  Magaaiae,  by 
referring  to  the  Chapters  of  '*  Practical  Notes  on  Yachts  and  Yachtiiig**, 
contained  herein*  Your%  J. 
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November  2m,  1858. 

Sir. — Tour  correspondent  "  Bobstay  "  states  he  has  been  a  subscriber  to 
the  Magazine  from  its  launch,  but  I  fear  he  does  not  overhaul  its  contents 
when  he  requires  information,  or  he  woiuld  have  met  with  letters  on  Mildew 
in  vol.  II.,  and  a  prevcntati?e  at  page  886. 

To  the  Editor  H.  Y.M,  Jib-booik. 


GENERAL  SUMMARY  OF  WINNING  YACHTS. 

Thb  past  radng  season  was  began  as  usual  by  the  clubs  on  the  Thames^ 
and  was  far  from  being  as  satis&ctory  as  yachtsmen  genwaUy  desire— 
**  calms  and  sunshine^'  were  more  prominent  than  a  "  stiff  breeze  and  a 
wet  sheet  ;'*  and  we  find  that  many  an  anticipated  exciting  scene  was 
marred  by  the  want  of  wind  here  as  well  as  elsewhere.  The  cracks  were 
out  in  strong  force  at  the  yarioos  regattas^  but  with  a  few  exceptions 
their  speed  was  not  available. 

It  is  our  practaoe  to  note  in  our  Summary  every  dub  and  place  where 
regattas  are  held,  and  we  find  that  about  100  matches  were  sailed,  com- 
mencing OB  the  8th  of  May,  and  concluding  on  the  2nd  of  October,  * 
occupying  50  days.  (By-the-bye  it  must  be  understood  that  more  than 
one  regatta  was  held  on  the  same  day).  The  prizes  amounted  in  cash 
to  about  £3,896»  of  which  sum  the  Royal  Clubs  contributed  £2,515. 
The  principal  winners  were  the  Mosquito,  Vigilant,  Luiworth,  and  Ur- 
euline:  the  four  received  upwards  of  £1,225  between  them. 

The  following  tables  contain  the  namef  of  winners,  owners,  places  or 
stations,  amounts  won^  &c.;  and  we  are  inclined  to  believe  the  informa- 
tion correct,  but  if  any  error  is  made  we  shall  feel  thankful  for  the  cor- 
rection. 

(Yacht's  names  in  ItaUcM  came  in  first  but  did  not  receive  the  prizes.) 


Tachtt*  Names. 


Owners. 


Times  Times)   Vetae 
Startd.  Won.      L  s. 


BuUders. 


AUmu 

Amazon...... 

Arrow.w..... 

Arrow 

Atfldanta.... 

Banha 

Bijou 

Blue  Belle... 
Blue-eyed- Maid... 

Champion 

Charm. .^ 

Chimera 

Cobra.. 

Constance 

HO.  12— VOL. 


J.Weld  

J.  H.  Johnson    .«.. 
T.  Chamberlayne . 

B.  Lewis 

H.  ScoveU  

W.  J.  Doherty  .... 

R.  D.  Kane 

J.  Ridgway    

T.  Beaumont 

R.  D.Kane 

J.Pole 

W.  Saunderson .... 

J.  Egremont 

J.  Turner  Turner, 
▼n. 


100 
170 

50 

10 

70 

50 

€2  15 
5 
4 

31  10 

20 

15 

16  16 
100 


Inman 

Harvey 

Innum 

Marshall 
Marshall 
WanhiU 
third  prize 
second  prize 
Wanhill 

Mansfield 


White 


3r 


B18 


hunt's  yachting  magazine. 


Tadrts*  Mftmes. 


Coquette 

Coquette 

DoTe. 

Dreauu...... 

Bagre 

Elfln  

Ella 

Emily 

Emmet    . ... 

Esb 

Fairy  

Fairy  

Fairy  Qaeen 

Flirt 

Foam 

Georgina   .. 

Glance    

Gnat   

Gnomtt    ..  .. 

Julia   

Kitten 

lily 

Little  Mosquito... 
Lulworth    . . 

Meta    

Minona  

Mosquito 

Oithooa  

Oriole 

Pearl   

Phantom    .. 

Quiver    

Bazor  Bill  .. 

Bifleman 

Bover 

Saucy  Lass 

Seod    

Secret 

Sllrer  Star .. 

Snake  

Souvenir 

Spray 

Surge 

Sybile. 

Ursuline 

Valentine  .. 

Yampire 

Vesper    

Vesper- 

Vidette  

Vigilant 

Violet 

Wanderer  .. 

Wee  Pet 

Zillah 

ZvOBk  


Owntn 


—  fioberts 

CBait   

T.  D.  Keogh 

M.  Hayes    

Capt.  Bacon  

A.  Whitworth  

Sir  Gilbert  East.  Bart. 
R.  Hewett 

B.  Gibson  ,.,., 

B.  Mangin 

Q.  Thomas...,!.."!...! 

W.  H.  Uwln 

J.  Grant 

H.  H.  O'Bryen 

M.V.BU11 

Capt.  Hay 

Major  Longfleld    .... 
J.  West  

A.  Aroedeckne , 

P.  Turner  

R.  Leach    

J.  Ure 

B.  S.  Bulmer , 

J.Weld  

StC.  J.  Byrne 

G.T.  P.  Jones , 

T.  Groves     , 

G.  Harrison  , 

J.  G.  Hepburn  

Hon.  A .  Annesley .... 

8.  Lane 

T.  Chamberlayne  ..., 

H.  Griffith 

E.  Stammers 

H.  Hughes     , 

C.  Greaves 

Capt  Iremonger  ..., 

H.  J.  Weston , 

J.  Mann ., 

W.Wilkinson    

W.  HIU  

W.  Searle  

C,  T.  Couper 

C.  Furlong , 

Lord  Londesboroagh 

J.  Fradgley    

C.Wheeler 

G.  A.  Bevan 

W.  H.  P.  Weston..., 

T.  W.  Hodgans 

J.  C.  Atkins  

J  C.Kirby 

G.  T,  Moss 

J.  Ferguson  

B.Knibbs  

A.  Hargrave 


Times  Timet  Value 
SUitd    Won     L 


5 
8 

25 
165 
102 
5 
100 

50 

50 

15 

25 

50 

85 

65 

16 

12 

115 

5 

10 

60 

50 
8 

85 
250 

35 

20 
375 

60 

20 

40 
175 

15 

10 

16 

10 

15 

42 

31  10 

40 

15  15 

21 

15 
100 
5 
{250 

10 

91 

25 

80 

10 
284 

50 

10 

12 

20 

15 


second  prise 


Brain 
HuU 

Inman 

Hewett 

WanbUl 

Harvey 

Thomas 

Grant 
Wheeler 


Batcher 
West 

third  prise 
Bain 
Harvey 

Hatcher 

Inman 

Byrne 

Mare 
Fife 

Inmai^ 

WanhOl 
Ptesky 


Greaves 
Owen 
WanhiQ 
lOToveU 

WilkijMOQ 

Hill 

Searle 

Fife 

Inman 

Wallis 

WanhiU 
0Bubie 

Ayles 

Fife 
lOWanhUI 

Aldoua 

second  prUe 

Ferguson 

second  prize 
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Actress,  slovenly  dressed,  447 

Admeasurement,  system  of,  121 

Africa,  the  gentlemen  of,  445 

Agamemnon,  dangers  of  tUe,  306 

Ailsa,  crag  of,  4 1 

AHrm,  area  of  canvas  of,  385 

— —  Tictorious,  397 

Albatross,  cruise  of,  485 

Allen 'Gardiner,  cruise  of  tlie,  88 

Alipo),  transport  ship,  120 

Amazon,  victorious,  212,  280 

American  yacht,  log  of,  463 

Anchoring,  prc<*autions  on,  131 

Anglesey,  victorious,  217 

Antonio,  cape  of,  88 

Apparently  drowned,   new  mode  of 

treating  the,  184 
Arva  of  sails,  method  of  facilitating 

the.  388 
Arrow,  area  of  canvas  ot,  385 

victorions,  408 

Ash,  Mr.,  on  yacht  measurement,  94 
A  talanta  victorious,  859 
Atlantic,  ocean,  calm  in  the,  302 

telegraph,  progress  of,  301 

Avenger  yacht,  meeting  with,  68 
danger  of,  68 

Bacchante,  the  schooner,  SO 
Bagpipes,  sound  o^  72 
Ball,  agreeable  surprise  at,  46 
Ballast,  on  trimming,  225 
Ballycastle,  cruise  to,  105 
Bardsey,  island  light,  35 
Barney,  what  does  shout  for,  106 
Bell,  Henry  tribute  to,  83 
Bergen,  arrival  at,  165 

■      tradesmen,  civility  oft  165 

pretty  appearance  of,  167 

Bet,  the,  43 

Biffin,  Mr.,  invention  of,  51 

Bgou,  victorious.  351,  427,  473 

Birkenhead,  model  yacht  club  match, 

remarks  on  the,  287 
Birth,  land  of  my,  41 
Black  Watch,  loss  of  the,  113 
Blue  Belle,  322 

Bridal,  chamber,  locking  oft  77 
Bride,  saluting  the,  75 

the  trebly  affianced,  158, 

Brideamaids,  spirited  away  by,  76 
Brilish  pleasure  navy,  strong  muster 

of  the,  340 
Blushing  bride,  kissing  the,  77 
Bommel  Fiord,  mouth  oft  129 
Booms,  removal  oft  62 

HO,    12, — VOL.    VII. 


Boat  race,  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  170 

wedding,  the,  72 

unwelcome  visitors,  in,  170 

Brassay  sound,  intricate  passage  oft  128 
Breakfast,  pleasures  oft  29 
Breakwater,  construction  of,  346 
Bretagne,    grand    entertainment   on 

board  oft  341 
Burghead,  and  Lossiemouth,  rivalry 

between,  64 
to  Cromarty,  squally  pas- 
sage between,  64 
Bute,  kyles  oft  78 
Builders,  mistaken  notion  oft  115 
Buoyancy,  proof  oft  117 
Byron  at  sea,  125 
Cable,  breaking  of  the,  313 
*^~  stowage  of  the,  135 
Cambridge,  victorious,  274,  275,  276, 

278 
Cape  Horn,  Captain  Fitzroy's  visit 

to,  255 

doubling,  254 

how  to  avoid,  91 

Capsizing,  yacht,  384 
Capo  la  Heve,  abreast  oft  442 
Castle  Mona,  flirtation  at,  155 
Cathedral,  a  Norwegian.  202 
Champion,  victorious,  427 
Charm,  victorious,  260 
Cherbourg,  description  oft  345 

life  afloat  at,  448,  501 

queens,  squaidron,  for,  253 

royal  visit  to,  337 

Chimera,  victorious,  474 
Cholera,  symptoms  oft  39 

I*  cause  ascertained,  40 

fear  of  the,  71 

Christopher  Columbus,  arrival  oft  462 
Claymore,  area  of  canvas  oft  385 
Clickum  inn,  visit  to,  69 

Clifford's  boat  lowering  apparatus,  98, 

147 
Clock,  the  city,  443 
Clothes,  tramping  the,  44 
Clyde,  model  and  measurement,  251 

numerous,  watering  places  on 

the,  82 
Coal,  bad  fuel  for  yachts,  203 
Coasts  of  Jersey,  and  Guernsey,  simi- 
larity oft  55 
Coastguard,  kindness  t>ft  19 
Cobra,  victorions,  392 
Compass,  variations  of  the,  188 
Commander  of  revenue  cutter,  kind 
ness  oft  57 
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CaniKmading,  tremcndom,  844 
Constance,  Yictorions,  408 
Conrex  sides,  sea  least  pressure  on,  122 
Corrientes,  cape,  Imuk  off,  8d 
Cow- bouse,  risU  to,  44 

— making  lore  in,  45 

Crew,  discharge  of  rlie,  40 
Cromarty  Art ii,  run  down  tlie,  65 
Cnmbrss,  fishing  at  the,  78 
Cups,  intrinsic  Talue  of,  102 

Diagram,  for  a  dinghy,  50 
Dairymaids,  the  lorety,  43 
Damsels,  faronrablc  specimens  of,  130 
Dark  night  fearful  encounter  in  a.  105 
Deck,  iole  occupant  of,  39 
Dimensions,  of  La  R^tc,  64 
Dinghy,  a  new,  49 
"•  remarkable  recorery  of,  31 

Dinner,  Swansea,  regatta,  375 
Douglas,  bay,  unpleasant  riding  in,  153 
Dove  Tictorious,  429,  469 
Dream,  an  unpleasant,  105 
— —  Tictorious,  329,  456 
Dunnaquaicb,  summit  of,  49 
Dutch  crew,  ciyility  of,  127 

Kagre,  Tictorious,  390,  391 

£aey,  taking  it,  108 

Editobs  Lockbk: — 

American  t  British  yachts,  475 
New  York  Challenge  Cup,  145 
On  centre  board  yachts,  234 
What  is  a  yacht?  233 
Wants  of  a  yachtsman,  476,  516 
Which  are  the  snobs,  99 
Yacht   Measurement,    145,   234, 
235,  236,  237 

Elfln,  Tictorious,  471 

Kila,  area  of  canras  of,  385 

Tictorious,  328,  358 

Emily,  Tictorious,  208,  286 
Emmet,  Tictorious,  212 

Emperor  and  Empress  of  French,  rislt 

of,  339 
}  mperor  of  the  French,  speech  of,  341 

—  -  s  cup,  entries  for.  398 
Engineers  the  telegraph,  136 
Escape,  fortunate,  45 

Esk,  Tictorious,  473 
Eugene  and  Cupid,  match  between,  97 
ExtraTaganza,  area  of  cauTas  of,  885 
Eyes,  sk)e  black,  110 

Fair  passenger,  our,  109 
Fairy,  Tictorious,  331.  334 

Queen,  Tictorious,  269, 362,  865, 

472 
Falkland  islands,  approach  to»  89 
Fantasie,  Austrian  steam  yacht,  160 
Feasting,  the  highland,  74 
Females,  contention  of,  1 10 


Fishermen's  hatii^  gay  appearance  of, 

164 
Fitful  head,  description  oC  66 
Flirt,  Tictorious,  282, 350.  360 
Flirtation,  yacht  deck,  33 
Foam,  Tictorious,  473 
Foul  ground  in  Cromarty  Firth.  65 
France,  approach  to  coast  o^  441 
■  ■  landing  in,  60 

—  my  trip  to,  436,  478 
French  officials,  boarded  by.  58 

pilot,  serTice,  approTal  of,  443 

man,  politeness  of,  204 

Fine  arts,  the  cust  of,  103 
Fireworks,  grand  display  of,  342 
Fortification,  Frendi,  346 
Friends,  alann  of,  111 

meeting  of,  64 

Frolic  Tictorious,  474 

Gale,  terrific  night,  257 

Geor^na  Tictorious,  363 

General  summary  ot  winning  yachts, 

517 
Gipsy's  graTO,  the,  72 
Glance  Tictorious,  282, 322,  824 
Glasgow,  arriTal  at,  84 
Glide,  Tictorious,  413 
Gnat,  Tictorious,  467 
Gnome,  Tictorious,  220 
Gourock,  church  at,  85 
Granton  harbour,  storm  in,  18 
Greenock,  arriTal  at,  82 
GreTe  de  Leroq,  arriTal  at,  57 

Harbour  of  refuge,  want  o^  21 
Uardanger  Fiord,  magnificent  scenefy 

ot,  131 
HaTre,  arriTal  at,  443 
Her  Majesty,  departure  d,  838 

•  disembarkation  oC  840 

Herring  busses,  descriptifm  o^  127 

High  latitudes,  189,  229 

Highland  wedding,  73* 

Highwatcr  tide  table,  52, 100, 148,  192 

HeaTy  swdl,  cutter  in,  65 

Her  Majesty's  cup,  entries  for,  395 

Holy  haTen.  night  in,  29 

Island,  beat  to,  450 

Horn,  cape,  light  en,  93 
Horse  race,  fearfU,  72 
Hospitality,  genuine,  36 

Incognito,  fair  rustic,  46 
Ireland,  trip  to,  86 
Irish  honesty,  proof  of,  107 
— -  kindness,  proof  of,  110 
—  royals  kindness  of  the,  87 
InTergordon,  arriTal  at,  64 
InriUtion,  an  awkward,  59 
Italian  guides,  unpleasant  appearance 
of,  138 
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Jaimting  car,  rough  riding  on,  107 
Jersey,  stroll  throogh,  55 

harboor  of,  57 

Joseph  Reynolds,  Esq,  death  ot^  125 
Julia  Tictorions,  3SS 

Kestral  Tictorions,  869 
Kingstown  harbour,  entering,  96 
King  Ring,  treadiery  of,  169 
Kitten  rictorlous,  220,  454 
Kors  fiord,  pilot  for,  804 

Ladies,  discomfbrtnre  of,  35 
Lamlash  harbour,  entering,  41 
Largs,  coast  of,  81 
Ldth  roads,  start  from,  449 
Lerwick,  cruise  to,  205 

harbour  anchorage,  good,  67 

La  R^YO  schooner,  53 
Life  afloat  at  Cherbourg,  448,  501 
-. —  in  New  York,  448 
Lights,  and  fog  signals,  164 
Lily  Tictorions,  271 
Little  Mosquito  Tictorions,  215,  819, 
822 

destmction  of,  835 

LeTiathan,  origin,  and  progress  of,  1 
— — —  launch  of^  14 
Loch  Gilp,  picturesque  appearance  47 
Lochland,  trip  up  this,  84 
Lulworth  Tictorions,  870,  895,  407 

area  of  cauTas  o^  885 

Lyons,  lady  of  afloat,  34 

Manbys  apparatus,  trial  of,  288 

Margaret,  good  qualities  of  the,  1 19 

March,  the  CTening,  75 

Marine,  mercantile,  22 

Matches,  the  forthcoming,  149, 193, 241 

Measurement  of  yachts  cauTas,  483 

Merchant  captain,  ill-treatment  of,  23 

— duties  of;  26 

■  pay  o^  25 

Meta  yac!it,  caught  in  a  gale,  800 

Tictorions,  220,  800,  416,  420 

Mioona  Tictorions,  875 

Mosquito   Tictorions,   829,  852,  859, 

410,  412 
MotiTe  power,  illustration  of,  123 
My  Log,  55,496 
Mystery  Tietorious,  124 

Napoleon,  statue  of,  847 

Newly  married  couple,  bedroom  o^  77 

New  measurement,  385 

Night  sailing,  curious  remark  on,  85 

North  Atlantic  Lieut  Maury  on,  806 

■    sea,  strong  current  in,  129 
-i— —  Sunderland,  abreast  of,  451 
Norway,  and  the  way  to  it,  17, 62, 126, 
161,  201 
-  legend  of,  168 


Norway  high  charges  in,  203 
Norwegian  inn,  Tisitors  book  at,  132 
Noss  head,  departure  from,  128 
Nymphs,  the  nighland,  43 

Obituary.— T.  A.  Smith  Esq.  432 
Oithona,  Tietorious,  324 
Oriole  Tietorious,  424 
Orkney,  Frithiofs  Tisit  to,  169 
Oxford  (Balllol)  Tietorious,  276 
Oxonian,  kindness  of  a,  182 

Passports,  179 

— — —  not  required  by  yachtsmen, 

450 
Parker,  Snow,  Mr  Toyags  of,  28 
Patagonian  coast,  sighting  of,  88 
Pearl  Tictorions,  286 
Pembroke  cape,  light  on,  90 
Perpendicular    sides,    sea   Immense 

power  on,  122 
Peterhead  bay,  shelter  In,  19 
Phantom  Tictorions,  220,  423, 459 
Phenomenon,  a  curious,  40 
Pilot,  the  Norwegian,  129 

boarded  by,  86 

exorbitant  charges  of,  63, 130 

wilfulness  of,  19 

wlien  not  needed,  164 

POBTBTt— 

Lines  on  the  Wind,  183 

We  were  Tery  poor  together  Mary 
124 
Predicament,  perilous,  45 
Prince  Consort's  cup,  entries  for,  393 
•■■  speech  of,  341 

Prize,  the  thrice-won,  102 
Procession,  the  bridal,  74 
Promising  yachtsman,  disgust  of  a,  38 
ProTisionIng  at  Jersey,  55 
Plymouth  sound,  the  start  from,  865 

Queenborough,  anchorage  oflT,  80 
QulTcr  Tictorions,  371 

Bamsgate  harbour,  80 
Bate  of  sailing,  trial  of,  58 
lUthlin,  rough  weather  at,  109 
Bazor  Bill  Ttetorions,  432 
Begattas  and  their  prizes,  101 
— ^— — -  committees,  important  de- 
cision to,  466 
Begattas  and  BlZatches.^— 
Royal  Cork,  322,  454 

Harwich,  452 

— — —  London,  217, 319 

— — Mersey,  259 

St.  George-s,  348 

■■ —  Southern,  370 
■  ■  Thames,  209,  284 

Victoria,  400 

M      Western,  England,  409 
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Regattas  and  Matches:— 

Welah  372 

Yafi'.it  Squadron,  393 

Yorlwliire,  389 

' Prince  of  Wales,  206,  316 

Teignroouth,  474 

Barrovr,  418 

Beaamarls,  431 

Birkenhead,  221,  299,  469 

. —  Clyd^Model.267,360,471 

Cornwall,  473 

Criccieth.  429 

Glasgow,  220 

Great  Tarmouth,  367 

Rayre,  469 

Howth,  425 

Irish  Model,  468 

Kinsale,  298 

London  Model,  467 

Malahide,  472 

Mlstly,  381 

■  Isle  of  Man,  415 

Kinsale,  298 

Pembroke,  2G2 

Port  of  Plymouth,  413 

Banelagh,  213.  275 

■  ■  Swansea,  330 

' Tenby,  279 

.-; Henley  on  Thames,  271 

Walton  on  Naze,  471 

Wellington,  216 

Weymouth,  457 

Bemlniscenses,  yachting,  ^;  70, 105, 

153 
Rescue,  extraordinary,  383 
Rifleman  rictorious,  471 
Rio  Plata,  approach  to,  89 
Rocks,  curious  appearance  of,  130 
Rossheen,  church  at,  65 
R.T.S.,  and  measurement,  247 

Sails,  proposed  measurement  of,  386 

race  by  measurement  of;  364 

Salutes,  grand,  339 
Saucy  Lass  victorious,  215 
Sea  Gull  harbour,  Passage  of^  92 
Seal  oil  Taloe  of,  20 

hunting,  weapons  used  in,  21 

Sea,  night  at,  34 

Seamen,  character  of,  37,  38 

disobedience  of,  24 

■  insolence  of,  122 
Silrer  Star  victorious,  454. 471 
Snake  victorious,  471 
Souvenir  victorious,  415 
Spray,  victorious,  475 
Secret  victorious,  44 
Servants,  suspicious  conduct,  of  601 
Schooner,  crew  of,  38 

oversetting  of  a,  39 

match,  the  intended,  228 

Scotch  girls,  beauty  of,  44 


ScoUish  sabbath,  the,  85 

Scud  victorious,  430,  432 

Shark,  area  of  canvas  of,  385 

Shetla^ids,  description  of  the,  67 

Ships,  stability  fk,l\3 

■r—  capabilities  of,  ascertained,  II 6 

at  sea,  on  the  loss  oC  112 

Shipmasters;  miseries  o£  22 
Shot  gathering,  64 

bags,  arrangoment  oC  227 

St.  George's  Ensign,  R.  W.  Y.  C^  252, 
292,  293,  294 

Tableau  vlvant  an  interesting.  106 
Tayleur,  cause  of  loss  of,  118 
■  and  Margaret,  comparison 

between  the.  119 
Telegraph,  the  Athmtic,  134 
Three  L*8  the,  27 
Tierra  del  Fuago,  coast  of,  9 1 
Traveller,  cruise  of,  28 
Trial  race  between  La  Ueve,  and  Wild- 
fire, 54 
Tom  Tug  on  Measurement,  433 
Turner's,  Mr,,  cup,  entries  for,  404 

Udsire,  the  island  of,  129 
Undine,  notice  of,  207 
Universal  yacht  list,  (Hunt's)  239 
UrsiUine  victorious,  399 

Valentine  victorious,  208 
Vampire  victorious,  286,  411,  413 
Vessels,  large  and  smaU,  compgirison 

between,  114 
Vesper  victorious,  264, 459 
Victoria  and  Albert,  royal  yacht,  338 
Vidette  victorious,  469 
Vigilant  victorious,  264, 332,  334,  426 

Wigwam  cove,  anchored  in,  254 
WuU  Fyfe,  o'  FMTlie,  building  yard 
of,  79 

Yacht  Club  flags,  proceedings  on  in 

house  of  Commons,  296 
— — -  meaauremcnt,  60 

lecture  on,  95 

America's  daina 

thereto  disproved,  250 

building,  practioc  v  theory  72 

canvas,  comparison  betwean,386 

Yachts,  description  of,  209 
Yachting  InteUigenoe,  107, 191 
Yacht  Club  Memoranda,  51,52,  137, 

138, 139,  142, 143, 144, 185,  187, 

188,  229,  233,  461 
Yachtsman,  yams  of  a,  42 

Zillali  victorious.  220 
Zouave  schooner,  477 
Zttfib  victorious,  298 


HITNT.  Print«r.  6.  lf«w  Chnich  8tre«t,  Edfware  RmmI,  N.W,  London. 


r 


(^ 


C«-' 


! 


THE  NEW  YORK  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
RBFBRBNCE  DEPARTMENT 

This  book  is  under  no   oircumsUwces  to   be 
taken  from  the  Building 


ii 


b:''  i[u] 


